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Construction
sector to
continue rising
in 2021
Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris
By Loshaun Dixon

The construction sector
and work prospects for
the people of St. Kitts and
Nevis are set to continue
to increase opportunities this year, with many
capital projects having
already started or in the

projects will continue,
and from the public sector we will see progress
on our capital projects in
2020.”
The PM said the solar power project - a
$60m venture involving
SKELEC and Leclanché

Basseterre High School
in the first term. I would
also be the first person to
say I am happy that this
government has taken the
necessary precautions,
relative to the building of
a brand-new Basseterre
High School.”

“I am so happy for the people of Saddlers; their denied season of long and
continued access to banking services
in their community is being corrected.”
works - among them,
the new Basseterre High
School and prison facility.
Speaking to private sector
projects, Prime Minister
Dr. Timothy Harris noted
that last month the TDC
Group of Companies’
Dewar’s project started.
“I am advised that three
contractors have been
engaged on the job and
are present with their
workforce.”

- should add value to the
economy.
He pointed out that some
60 capital projects are
directly impacting upon
construction.
“Including the Basseterre
High School and the construction of the prison
facility will be part of a
plan for $111.9M to be invested by the government
to boost construction.”

He also disclosed that a
new luxury villa project will get started in the
first week of March at
the Royal St. Kitts Hotel,
among other private
projects.

During the election campaign, former Minister
of Education Shawn
Richards had said he was
dissatisfied that the government could not deliver
the school in their first
term.

“Other private sector
luxury projects will be
launched before midyear. Our real estate CBI

“I would be the first person to admit that I am
disappointed that we have
not been able to deliver

He disclosed that the first
steps to begin construction had already taken
place.
Jonel Powell, the new
Minister of Education,
said that the school will
be built during this term,
and noted that it was high
on their agenda items.
Powell said the government wanted the entire
nation informed of the implication of building the
school in East Basseterre
on the Basseterre Valley
Aquifer.
Her Majesty’s Prison
in Basseterre currently
houses almost 200 persons, and the facility was
only designed to house
60. In 2017, the government announced they
have made provision for
significant work on the

new correctional facility to be built in Estridge,
and provided $2 millionplus for the design of this
structure.
The Prime Minister,
who is also Minister of
Finance, said that in 2021

they have made provisions for the largest capital budget, to the tune of
$197M.
Dr. Harris also said that in
the second half of 2021,
the Saddlers branch of the
National Bank “will be

rebuilt bigger and better”.
“I am so happy for the
people of Saddlers; their
denied season of long
and continued access
to banking services in
their community is being
corrected.”
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Top studentteacher receives
prestigious JOW
Award
Teacher Wricherley Gumbs receives the Joshua Obadiah Williams
Excellence Award 2020 from Victor Williams
By Staff Writer

Teacher
Wricherley
Gumbs on Tuesday received the 25th Joshua
Obadiah Williams Award
(EC $3,000), given annually to the most outstanding graduating teacher
at the Clarence Fitzroy
Bryant College (CFBC).
He graduated from CFBC
in November last.
In a ceremony held in the
Poinciana
Conference
Room of the CFBC,
Gumbs was presented
with the award by family
patriarch Victor Williams.
The Joshua Obadiah
Williams
(JOW)
Excellence Award was
established in 1995 by
the Williams’ family,
and is given annually to
the graduating teacher
at CFBC who has completed the University of
the West Indies (UWI)
Associate Degree in
Teacher Education with
the highest GPA, in both
the written examinations and the teaching
practicum.
According to the CFBC,
the Williams family is
unwavering in its commitment to honouring this
25-year-old tradition of
assisting CFBC students
in the Division of Teacher
Education.
Speaking at the ceremony, Victor Williams said
that the occasion allows
him and his family to stay

committed to his father’s
wish to invest in education and keep his legacy
going. He said that this
year for the 25th anniversary, the family was aiming to double the awards,
but due to COVID-19
they had to scupper those
plans.
“We have honoured his
commitment by having this scholarship that
started in 1995 as a $500
scholarship. It moved to
$1000, then 1500, 2000,
then 2500, and we were
hoping before COVID-19
that for the 25th we
would be able to double
it, but COVID hit us hard.
However, we chose to
add something to it still.”
Gumbs, in accepting the
award, said that he was
grateful to the Williams
family for the award, and
keeping their father’s legacy fresh in the minds of
Kittitians and Nevisians.
“I am eternally grateful
to the Williams family
for passionately committing to keeping alive in
the minds our citizens the
amazingly gifted Joshua
Obadiah Williams as a
stalwart in the field of
education, who dedicated
his life to the educational
advancement of everyone
who came into his sphere
of influence.”
He said it was a recognition of the value of
teachers.

“Teachers do not often
receive the recognition
for their indelible contributions, but the Williams
family continues to remind us just how valuable
we are.”
Gumbs recognized the
contributions of all those
who contributed to his
success. He said that he
owes a debt of gratitude
to his parents Miss Alison
Douglas and Mr Jounie
Gumbs, as well as his
close friends. He also
expressed appreciation
to the Dean of Teacher
Education, Dr Joycelyn
Archibald-Pennyfeather,
and his lecturers. He
credits his success to the
hard work and dedication of lecturers Darylie
Williams and Delise
Williams, as well as Mr
Randolph Taylor.
CFBC in a press statement
applauded Gumbs on the
attainment of the JOW
Award “as he continues to
strive for excellence”.
It was noted that Gumbs
is currently assigned as
a teacher at the Verchilds
High School, and that he
wanted to be a teacher, as
he has always possessed
an innate desire to impact
lives, specifically those of
the youth.
“His career in education was birthed at the
Washington Archibald
High School, his alma

mater, where he taught
English Language and
Literature for two years. It
was there that Wricherley
implemented an afterschool program which
afforded students from
various secondary schools

additional assistance in
the areas of English and
Mathematics.
“He also hosted Test of
Standards
workshops

for students of Grade 6
during the Easter breaks
from 2018 to 2019, and
plans to direct funds from
the monetary award toward the empowerment
of students within the
community.”
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Safety nets
We are probably very familiar with the dole in the UK and
with food stamps in the USA. These are examples of safety net
programmes; programmes that are designed to allow vulnerable
persons to enjoy the bare essentials of living – food, clothes, shelter.
We do not normally associate safety nets with our Federation.
Millions more have become vulnerable in the aftermath of the
pandemic. We have seen that many persons suddenly cannot pay
rent and cannot buy proper food now that they have lost their jobs.
It was humbling to see the long lines at foodbanks that were shown
on television. And even as the hurt was evident, we saw some
politicians delaying relief while they squabbled over the adequacy
over the amount of money to be paid out.
We too have our own safety nets. An amount of $43.3M has been
put aside, according to the Hon Prime Minister, to assist the most
vulnerable amongst us in 2021. These are for programmes that
provide support to individuals and families for text books, school
uniform, school and other meals, utilities and in extreme cases,
housing. It also covers the Poverty Alleviation Programme, PAP.
The Minister of Social Security also reminded us of the role that
the institution has played in helping the needy as a specific subset
of the society. He said the fund has $1.6B in reserves, even after

contributing to the Covid response last year. Although the Social
Security is a pension programme, it also allows for social relief
through the $250 or so that it pays out.
There is a third safety net; one that is often overlooked. It is the
availability of food in our own backyards. It is those “gifts” that
the Hon Premier recently listed that taxpayers have allowed the
farmer and fishers amongst us to use to produce our food. All of us
suffer, therefore when these sacrifices are wasted through family
feuds and marauding dogs as happened a few weeks ago.
Sadly, too many of our safety nets are being taken for granted.
In these trying times, let us not do all in our power to help the
most vulnerable amongst us. It is one way to build a better future
together.
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Your safety is
our concern:
Police
condemn
brutality
Assistant Commissioner of Police Adolph Adams.
By Monique Washington

Superintendent
Lydon
David told The Observer
yesterday that police have
concluded their criminal
investigation concerning
Rawlins Village resident
Malvern Walwyn, and
he has been charged with
several offences and remanded to Her Majesty’s
Prison in St. Kitts.
It was also disclosed that
the probe into Police
Officers’ actions in relation to the arrest of
Walwyn are ongoing.
This past week, two
videos were circulated
involving Walwyn and
Police Officers. One video shows the man lying
on the ground while one
officer holds his hands
and another removes his
pants. In another video,
Walwyn is seen lying on
his stomach in a drain,
while a Police Officer is
standing on his back and
another tries to handcuff
him.
Earlier this week, The
Royal St. Christopher

and Nevis Police Force
through
Assistant
Commissioner of Police
Adolph Adams, issued
a statement expressing
concern with the actions
taken against Walwyn.
“The High Command of
The Royal St. Christopher
and Nevis Police Force
has viewed, with deep
concern, videos that show
parts of an incident that
occurred in Nevis and
involved several of our
Police Officers. The High
Command would like to
inform the general public that an investigation
has been launched into
the matter,” the statement
reads.
There was also assurance
given to the general public that the safety and security of citizens remain
the Force’s number one
concern.
“We have in place wellestablished protocols and
procedures for Police
Officers to follow when
responding to reports and

apprehending or arresting
suspects. Our organization remains committed
to the fight against criminality, and strongly
believes in respecting human rights and the dignity
of others.”
The Observer also contacted Ruth Powell,
Chairperson
of
the
Foundation of Social
Concern, who said the
situation with the police
and a civilian is very bad.
“What could be the legitimate reason for the
police to strip a man naked in public? I view this
as an atrocity. This is an
extreme abuse of power
towards a citizen. I intend
to look into it further. I
want to be able to able to
get all the facts. I think
there needs to be some
oversight of the police.
They need to do a better
job of policing officers,”
she said.
“That will be my mission
going forward. I don’t
intend to drop this,” she
added in conclusion.
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Sport Ministry
urges creativity by
various disciplines
in absence of fans
sporting discliplines
By Loshaun Dixon

The Ministry of Youth,
Sport and Culture has
called for creativity by
various sporting disciplines after the decision
was made to exclude fans

from competitive sport
indefinitely.
The
Ministry,
and
more specifically the
Department of Sport,

on the advice of the
Cabinet and the National
COVID-19 Task Force,
last week took the decision that permission to
host all inter-team and
inter-club
competitive
matches shall be granted,

to the exclusion of spectators, until further notice.
The Ministry in a statement said that the decision was taken following
the upsurge in cases in
the region and the source
tourism markets.
“This decision has been

spectators from competitions, as well as several
other matters.
The Ministry says it has
pledged its full support to
each discipline. The sporting entities were urged to
find ways to bring their
sports to their fans while
they are excluded from

The St. Kitts Nevis
Football
Association
(SKNFA) who came under heavy scrutiny when
they hosted the Super Six
Playoffs and had large
crowds attending multiple
games breaching the half
capacity protocol in place,
noted that the start of their
2021 season has been
postponed

“This decision has been taken
on the heels of an upsurge in COVID-19
reported cases in the Caribbean
Sub-region as well as travel source
markets to St. Kitts and Nevis.
taken on the heels of an
upsurge in COVID-19
reported cases in the
Caribbean
Sub-region
as well as travel source
markets to St. Kitts and
Nevis. The Department
of Sport is committed to
supporting sport development and competition in
the safest possible manner
for athletes, management,
officials and spectators.”
Last week, a meeting
was convened between
the Minister of Sport and
representatives from the
various National Sporting
Federations to discuss
the decision to exclude

physically attending.
“The absence of spectators from sporting competitions does not limit
in any way the playing of
any sport or the holding
of any competitions. The
Ministry of Youth, Sport
and Culture has led by
example in recent times
through the hugely successful virtual presentation of National Carnival,
and Sugar Mas 49, and
encourages all sporting
associations to devise
creative means by which
fans can view their various competitions.”

“Kindly be advised that
the start of the 2021
SKNFA Football Season
has been postponed until further notice. This is
as a result of the ongoing discussions with the
COVID-19 Task Force
for the approval to commence football. An update on the new start date
will be communicated as
soon as it is available.”
Other sporting disciplines
have yet to comment on
the situation and their
plans to proceed.
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Phase two of traffic lights
program nears completion
By Loshaun Dixon

Many who have travelled
the streets of Basseterre in
recent weeks would have
noticed the work being
undertaken by the Public
Works Department, as
they seek to implement
the second phase of the
traffic lights program to
ensure effective management of the roadways.
The Department identified an additional seven
areas where new traffic
lights will be installed:
the junction at Wellington
Road and Dickerson
Street (near to S. L.
Horsford gas station); the
intersection of College
Street and Cayon Street,

and the intersection of
College Street and the
Bay Road.
The other areas are
along the Bay Road:
the Port Zante West
Roundabout; Port Zante
East Roundabout; at the
bottom of Sand Down
Road; and the intersection
in Bird Rock Road (between Best Buy and Cash
and Carry).
Most recently, vehicle
operators and pedestrians
have seen evidence of
work on the Bay Road, in
the vicinity of the identified areas - some already
seeing the poles and lights
mounted.

Senior
Engineer
at
the
Public
Works
Department,
George
Gilbert, said that work
should have commenced
last year and been completed, but because of
COVID, the technocrats
didn’t get to arrive to do
so.
“The equipment was here
since early in the year
(2020), but they (technocrats) couldn’t come
to install. They came in;
they were quarantined.
They came out just before Christmas, and
worked throughout the
Christmas, and the project
is ongoing.”
He said that they have

finished placing all of
the bases, and have also
mounted the poles, and by
the end of this week they
will put the arms on and
will work on the cabinets.
Gilbert said the project is
slated to be completed by
the end of the first quarter
of 2021.
Director of Public Works,
Cromwell Williams, indicated that the introduction
of the traffic lights in the
first phase resulted overall in the improvement of
vehicular traffic management in Basseterre.
“It was not done randomly, we followed international procedures; we did

the necessary studies. We
got people to stand at the
intersections, count the
number of vehicles, the
direction in which they
are turning, and that is the
basic information that is
collected and is then used
to predict and determine
what would be the length
of the signal.”

as a team in the Ministry;
gone through the various
stages to make sure the
proper studies were done
and the lights were installed successfully.”

He noted that they have
one person trained on
their staff in the maintenance of the equipment in
the event of any troubles.

“It is justified; the information shows that
based on the numbers of
vehicles, it is time to introduce similar signalization at these intervals. At
the rate of growth of vehicular traffic in St. Kitts
and Nevis, sometimes
you have to control the
traffic.”

Williams also hailed
the former minister Ian
Liburd, who was critical
in bringing this to fruition.
“We would have worked

He said that the decision
to add more traffic lights
was made using information from traffic reports.
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SKELEC on disconnection and debt
collection drive
By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts Electricity
Company (SKELEC) is
asking individuals who
are in arrears to visit the
company and negotiate a
payment plan or face losing the service.
C o r p o r a t e
Communications
Manager Patrice Harris
said that the company
was doing some public
sensitization,
because

they are currently on a
disconnection drive.
“I know there is a lot
of discussions on our
decision to do disconnections at the moment,
but I want to tell you to
look at other utility companies throughout the
region, some began disconnections as early as
November.”
She said SKELEC has not
done any disconnections

in a very long time, and
wanted to have customers
to not get any more delinquent on their bills.
“It was important for us

keep persons in this habit
of not prioritizing your
SKELEC bill. The disconnections are part of the
entire frame that we are
on as it relates to collect-

“In the past, we have had
a lot of people coming to
the office and trying to get
on the payment plans, and
I would like to tell them as
long as you keep on this

“In the past, we have had a lot of
people coming to the office and
trying to get on the payment plans”
to ensure that we don’t

Case Number :NEVHCV2020/0069
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ing outstanding debts.”

path you will be okay.”

Icylma
Isaac
of
SKELEC’s
Debt
Management said they
have had calls from customers trying to find out
the different ways they
can come in do the necessary things and get themselves set right.

Public Relations Officer
at SKELEC, Gawain
Fraites, had announced
a new promotion called
‘Slash Your Arrears’ that
would run for the first half
of February. That promotion ends today.
“Between the first to next

Friday (today), you will
choose the amount you
want to pay on your arrears. You decide how
much you want to pay.
It is basically like a hire
purchase contract without
interest. You have arrears
for ‘x’ dollars and you tell
us the amount you can
pay, we will accept the
amount and work with
you for a new amount
up to 36 months,” Fraites
had detailed.
He noted that the customer needed to pay on their
current bill as well, while
taking advantage of the
promotion.
During the lockdown
period, SKELEC had applied a three-month moratorium on customers’ bills
.
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ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Impeachment:US Senators View Trump Inspired Capitol Riot
House Democrats on
Tuesday launched their
impeachment case against
former President Trump
with a stirring video
montage of violence and
mayhem at the Capitol on
Jan. 6 — a highly charged
opening salvo, stripped of
all subtlety, that at once
implicated the former
president in the deadly
attack and heightened the
pressure on Republicans
to convict him.

(R-Fla.).

strategy is designed to appeal to voters outraged by
But by forcing the Senate Trump’s conduct — and
jurors to relive the chaos to maximize the discomof Jan. 6, the Democrats’ fort for the Republicans
made-for-TV
trial already
signaling
a

readiness to clear the
former president of any
wrongdoing.

punches, but featured
the most brutal scenes to
emerge publicly from the
countless hours of footIndeed, the Democrats’ age that have circulated
video did not pull in the month since the

siege, including depictions of police officers
being beaten and crushed,
and the gunshot that killed
a rioter outside the House
chamber.

The 13-minute video, introduced by Rep. Jamie
Raskin (D-Md.), the lead
impeachment manager,
featured a sampling of
Trump’s fiery rhetoric
leading up to the deadly
siege, mashed up with
scenes of mob violence
in and around the Capitol
building in the subsequent
hours.
The extraordinary demonstration — violent,
profane and highly visceral — set an early tone
for this week’s trial in the
Senate, where lawmakers will decide if Trump’s
conduct surrounding the
unprecedented
assault
should disqualify him
from ever holding high
office again.
It’s highly unlikely that
Republican
senators
will cross the aisle in
numbers high enough to
convict their party’s standard-bearer, a judgment
requiring a two-thirds majority of the upper chamber. And in a test vote on
Tuesday evening, only
six Republicans joined
Democrats in allowing
the trial to move forward
on constitutional grounds
— a likely preview of the
final verdict.
“Nobody seemed to
change any minds,” Sen.
Josh Hawley (R-Mo.)
said after the vote.
“No one’s going to convince me that impeachment was put in place to
remove from office someone that’s not in office,”
said Sen. Marco Rubio

IT’S WINNING TIME WITH PICK 4
GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

*BASED ON OVER $10.00 WAGER

THECARIBBEANLOTTERY.COM
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Guidance counsellor finds ways to
build on child/father relationships

Daughters with dads
By Monique Washington

The guidance counsellor
at St. Thomas’ Primary
School has forged a way
for fathers to become
more active in their children’s lives, in order to
create future upstanding
young men and women in
the community.
Recently, a ‘Father and
Daughter’ and ‘Father and
Son’ bonding event was
held at the school. The
well-received activity was
coordinated by Guidance
counsellor, Pastor Dr.
Sandra Flemming.
Flemming
told
the
Observer that as a counsellor she has coordinated
many events, but as it
relates to the most recent
one at the school, she “really wanted to see something happen as to relates
to dads”.
“There is a need for dads
to be more involved in
their children’s lives. The
event was really interesting and really good, and
the fathers were motivated,” she said.

The father and daughter
bonding event was held
under the theme “The apple of my eye”, and was
the second of its kind. A
total of 62 father-daughter
teams were registered.
Flemming said that earlier
in January there was the
first bonding event which
involved fathers and sons.
That event was held under the theme “Growing
Together.”
She noted that the event
was scheduled for May
last year, but due to the
COVID-19 lockdown it
did not materialize.
Flemming pointed out
the importance of having fathers bonding with
their children, and highlighted the objectives of
the event.
“The objectives were to
enhance the relationship
that already exists between father and daughter, and it was to create
awareness. Also, that a
daughter’s
confidence
comes from her father,
and the father is that standard by which a daughter

judges all men,” she said.
Some of the activities that
were done included the
combing of the daughter’s hair by the father;
identification of the handwriting of the daughter by
the father, a quiz competition where the dads were
asked basic questions
about their daughters,
relay races, piggyback
races, lime and spoon and
a treasure hunt.
Flemming said that along
with the bonding experience between father and
child, father and father
were also able to bond,
and have become more
social with each other.
She said that she has
been questioning numerous times about hosting
another bonding event
shortly, but noted that the
event is an annual one.
“The children are still
talking about it, and they
are asking when the other
would be…but it is annual. Over the years I would
have done many other
activities involving our
children and campaigns,
and those will continue as
well,” she stated.
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New curriculum
development
continues in
earnest
Principal Education Officer Zahnela Claxton
By Monique Washington

Grade Four and Grade
Six teachers in the
Federation are currently
piloting a draft version of
the new curriculum that
will be used in primary
schools throughout the
Federation.
Over two years ago, the
Ministry of Education
embarked on a project to
create an enhanced cur-

the Jessups Community
Centre for Education
Officers in both St Kitts
and Nevis.
Principal
Education
Officer in Nevis, Zahnela
Claxton, said that the
week’s activity consisted
of spending some time
with the teachers to provide support for them as
they continue to do the pilot for the enhanced draft
curriculum.

part of this entire process - the student-centred
learning.
‘We want to make sure
that in our classroom,
our students’ needs are
observed, and that those
needs are then reflected
in the instruction. That
means it is a shift in what
our teachers have been
doing over the years.

The curriculum will focus on five core areas
of study. It aims to improve the assessment
of students’ abilities, reflect their interests,
and better monitor their progress.
riculum, which would be
implemented throughout
public schools in St. Kitts
and Nevis, and target students in grades four and
six at the primary school
level.
The curriculum will focus on five core areas of
study. It aims to improve
the assessment of students’ abilities, reflect
their interests, and better
monitor their progress.
This week, teachers in
Nevis gathered at the
Jessups
Community
Centre for a one-week
training as it relates to
the new curriculum. Just
one week prior, a similar exercise was held at

“We began this process in
2019 with consultations.
Over the past two years,
we have been working
behind the scenes. We
have had teachers and
education officials engaging the process of writing
the curriculum. Our grade
6 and 4 teachers are now
piloting a draft version
of the curriculum, and
we are allowing teachers
to have the opportunity
to share their voices; to
share their perspective on
the curriculum,” she said.
She noted that throughout
the technical review, the
teachers will have the opportunity to give feedback
as it relates to the content,
delivery, and an important

Some teachers have been
doing it, but not all. We
are spending some time
training and ensuring that
we have student-centred
instruction,” she said.
She said that another important element is formative assessment.
“This means the work
that the students do in the
classroom from day to
day, the feedback, making sure that the teachers
check for understanding
throughout the instructional process.”
No official date for the
curriculum has been released as yet.
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New project to open doors for
SKN businesses

Daniel Best
By Loshaun Dixon

The
Caribbean
Development
Bank
(CDB) on Wednesday
launched the second project of the CARIFORUMEuropean Union (EU)
Economic
Partnership
Agreement
(EPA)
CARICOM
Single
Market and Economy
(CSME) Standby Facility
for Capacity Building, entitled, the Strengthening
of Regional Quality
Infrastructure Project in
Barbados, Dominica and
St Kitts and Nevis.
The new project is being implemented by the
CARICOM
Regional
Organisation
for
Standards and Quality
(CROSQ) and will provide more specialised
equipment, as well as
enhance the testing services available to exportoriented businesses, with
a focus on construction,
transportation and agroprocessing sectors.
Daniel Best, Director of
the Projects Department
at the CDB, said he was
pleased to launch another
multi-country initiative
supporting regional trade.

“We wish to especially
thank our development
partners, CROSQ and
the European Union, who
have provided specialist
and financial support to
this particular programme
and the Standby Facility
for Capacity Building.”
He said the Strengthening
of the Regional Quality
Infrastructure Project in
Barbados,
Dominica,
and St. Kitts and Nevis
is a targeted intervention promoting inclusive
growth and sustainable
development by stimulating commerce, enhancing
economic integration and
deepening cooperation.
“It is the second regional project approved
for implementation by
the CARIFORUM-EU
Economic
Partnership
Agreement (EPA) and
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM)
Single
Market and Economy
(CSME) Standby Facility
for Capacity Building.
“The project’s activities
will directly impact local
expertise and resources
at specialized labs, providing enhanced measurement and calibration
services at designated

Stuart LaPlace
facilities in Barbados,
Dominica, and St. Kitts
and Nevis.”
“Further, this project will
add value to local business processes by significantly decreasing the
costs of metrology and
calibration services for
entrepreneurs requiring
testing services at labs
managed by agencies represented here today.”
The project will also offer
technical support to the
Government of St Kitts
and Nevis for the development of a National
Quality Policy (NQP).
“The NQP, as it is more
commonly known, will
function as the country’s blueprint for a more
enabling business environment. It is a critical
component of our region’s
pursuit of establishing
more globally competitive industry, and its effective implementation will
also benefit citizens by
increasing the availability of high-quality goods
and services on the local
market.”
Best said the project will
deliver invaluable support to local and regional

enterprises, and focuses
on several important subsectors in each economy
namely,
agro-processing, transportation and
construction.
“Efficiency and access
to internationally recognized resources in these
focal areas is a noteworthy step, as segments of
Caribbean
economies
are encountering unprecedented economic
hurdles which limit opportunities. Recognising
these circumstances and
its implications, and in
alignment with our longterm strategy, the Bank
has identified and is
championing initiatives
promoting private sector
development, including
business competitiveness
and innovation.”
He said the Standby
Facility’s first two projects are examples of the
bank’s deliberate emphasis on trade facilitation.
“The first will improve
port efficiency and now
the second will reduce
barriers to trade by enhancing available services. This in no small
way will aid our fledgling
manufacturers and other

exporters, the majority of
whom are Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs).”
Deryck Omar, the Chief
Executive Officer of
CROSQ, said in the midst
of the challenges formed
by COVID-19, they have
found ways to ensure the
development agenda continues to be advanced.
“The
CARICOM
Regional Organisation
for Standards & Quality
is a network comprising the 15 national bureaux of standards in our
CARICOM
Member
States, and as a nexus of
institutions charged with
the national and regional
development of quality
systems and procedures,
this has certainly been a
busy time.”
He said the association with the Caribbean
Development Bank goes
back almost a decade, and
increasingly in the past
five years, has seen an
“explosion” of that relationship into development
projects and programmes
that have certainly redounded to the benefit of CDB’s Borrowing
Member Countries.

“ In 2019, we concluded
the first phase of this
project, in which we saw
National Quality Policies
being developed for
three additional Member
States, two laboratories
prepared for international
accreditation status, and
our business sector being more educated to the
benefits of implementing
quality systems in their
everyday operations.”
Stuart LaPlace, Director
of the Bureau of Standards
in St. Kitts and Nevis,
noted that in St. Kitts and
Nevis, they are now refurbishing a laboratory to
benefit metrology.
“It will be benefitting in
the areas of metrology,
where it would help us to
inform the general public about the benefits of
metrology, and how important it is as it relates to
trade. This is a very timely project that fits right
into our other laboratory
projects that are currently
going on in St. Kitts and
Nevis.”
He thanked the CDB and
CROSQ for their support
of St. Kitts and Nevis.
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Nevisian book
to be used in
schools around
the region
The Peacock and the computer
By Monique Washington

be judged.

A Nevisian mother
and daughter duo have
emerged winners of
the Organization of the
Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS) and United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID)’s
‘Write to Read’ competition that had over 40
entries.

According to a press release from the OECS,
in December 2019, authors from four OECS
Member States - Saint
Lucia, St Kitts and
Nevis, St Vincent and the
Grenadines and Grenada
-received first to third
place prizes in Children’s,
Teachers and Other
Adults categories.

The OECS/USAID Early
Learners
Programme
(ELP) has developed
the ‘Write to Read’
programme to create

Speaking
with
the
Observer, Dr. Flemming
said that “ my daughter and I participated in

be able to relate to the
book. She noted that the
book is not to be confused
with a textbook, it is a
reading book for children.
“This book was published
for the schools. So it will
be in all the schools in the
OECS territories, It will
not be a book that we will
be selling. This book was
primarily written for the
schools,” she said.
She revealed that both
she and her daughter are
working on several books
that will be released very

“This book was published for the schools. So it
will be in all the schools in the OECS territories,
It will not be a book that we will be selling.
This book was primarily written for the
schools,” she said.
locally-authored reading
resources.
The programme began as
an OECS/USAID ELP
competition in 2019 to
provide a unique opportunity for local authors
of all ages to create children’s literature for early
grade readers.
Dr Sandra Flemming
and Tebron Flemming
composed the winning
book - ‘Peacock and the
Computer’ - over two
years ago. It is intended
for children 7-9 years
of age. The competition
took almost two years to

OECS’ ‘Write to Read’
competition. There were
participants from all of
the OECS territories and
we would have won the
competition. The competition was two years ago.
But took some time to be
judged”.
According to the release,
the OECS was looking
for books that would engage young learners and
contribute to the enhancement of local culture and
traditions.
Flemming said that because we are in the computer age, children would

shortly.
“We did other books,
and in time you will see
them. We will publish
other books and we will
be selling. This year the
books will be released,”
she disclosed.
The ‘Write to Read’ programme published fortythree entrants’ books
in print and electronic
book formats for distribution and use in OECS
Member State schools in
the school year.

Case Number :NEVHCV2020/0069

Submitted Date:20/01/2021 10:43
Filed Date:20/01/2021 10:43
Fees Paid:12.00

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday February 12th, 2021

LOCAL
NEWS
NEWS

Page:19

NIA commissions
Cold Milling Machine;
part of main road
being resurfaced
New milling machine which removed asphalt off the road
By Monique Washington

The
Nevis
Island
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s
US$515,000 Wirtgen W
150 CF Cold milling machine was officially commissioned this past week,
with its first job being the
resurfacing of part of the
island’s main road – an
undertaking that began on
Monday.
The new milling machine
was purchased last year,
and a total of nine persons
were trained to use it. Cold
milling machines are used
to remove asphalt and
concrete surfaces quickly
and efficiently, and at the
same time create a level
foundation .
The project will encompass
the
main
road from Horsford’s
Building Centre to Rams
Shopping
Complex,
and Pump Road, from
the Roundabout to Club
Trenim. The milling process should be completed
by today (February 12).
The road work is scheduled to be completed by
next Friday (February
19). The resurfacing is
being done by the Public
Works Department.
Director of the Public
Works Department, Jevon
Williams, in speaking
with the Observer said
that the new machine
will allow the Public
Works Department to fix
problem roads in much
quicker time and with
markedly better results.
“We can set up our own
road maintenance guidelines schedule, where we
don’t have to depend on

somebody else’s milling
machine, and you could
cover and resurface a road
in a quick time. Before, if
we needed a milling machine we would have borrowed one from Surrey
Paving,” he said.
Williams noted that the
asphalt on many of the
roads on the island has
been exhausted and has
caused many issues to
drivers.
“The roads are getting
older. You fill a pothole
here, two weeks after
you get another pothole;
because the roads are in
constant disrepair. The
life of the asphalt surface
is no longer good. So you
would have constant bad
roads. We were just patching the roads, or we took a
cutter and cut out a square
of the bad section of the
road with a backhoe, fill it
in and roll it. When patching is not effective anymore, you have to take off
the asphalt and repave it.
Now, we will have better smoother roads over
the island main road,” he
assured.
He said that Axel Corona,
the technical representative who represents
the supplier, came to do
hands-on training with
operators, mechanics and
people that will be maintaining the machine.
“They will be able to
maintain the machine;
make sure its running
okay, make sure it is
clean, make sure it has in
its oil. He explained that
the people trained will
be able to do some maintenance “but if it needs
technical
mechanical

stuff, we would contact
the company for them
to send a representative
to deal with it. Anything
we feel our guys cannot
handle then we will send
for a representative”.
The current road project
is the culmination of a
live training exercise that
has been going on for the
past week with the representative (Alex Corona)
from the supplier of the
cold milling machine.
“As part of this training, we thought it was
important to do an actual
on-the-ground project to
culminate it.”
Meantime, Minister in
charge of Public Works,
Spencer Brand, also emphasized that the new cold
milling machine will help
to “speed up the process
of our road maintenance
program”.
He noted that the new
machinery will save taxpayers’ money, as the old
asphalt will be re-used.
“I recognized that every
piece of work we had to
do over, we had to use all
new materials, and I felt
that this machine would
help us to mill this material, send it back to the asphalt plant, recycle it, and
use it again.
“The idea [too] is that
this milling machine
would help us to speed
up the process of our road
maintenance program.
So it would be saving the
taxpayers of Nevis significant sums of money
throughout the years, and
it would also help us with
the expeditious process

of our road maintenance
program,” he said.
Both Williams
and
Brand urged the general
public to be cooperate
with the Public Works
Department, as the road
project is for “the greater
good and the overall improvement of this road”.
Their assessment of the
machine’s capabilities are
supported by a description
provided by the suppliers.

According to the Wirtgen
Group’s website, the W
150 CF Cold milling
machine is a “high-performance front loader for
major construction projects in restricted space
conditions”.
It also says that it “is the
ideal candidate especially
for use on major construction sites in restricted
space conditions such as
in city centres”.

“Flexible adjustment of
the extra-large slewing
angles and speed of the
front-loading conveyor
ensures efficient material
loading.
“The state-of-the-art machine management system, LEVEL PRO PLUS
levelling system and intuitive operating concept
enable efficient one-man
operation.”
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CMO preaches importance of
keeping new COVID variants at bay
By Loshaun Dixon

Health officials are
preaching the importance
of keeping COVID-19
variants at bay for as long
as possible, to protect the
people of St. Kitts and
Nevis.
The ‘UK variant’ was first
detected in the United
Kingdom towards the
end of 2020, and now has
been found in more than
70 countries. The ‘South
African variant’ was
first detected in Nelson
Mandela Bay, South
Africa, in October 2020.
Since then, it has been
found in more than 30
countries. The ‘Brazilian
variant’ was first detected
in Japan in a group of

Brazilian travellers
January 2021.

in

Chief Medical Officer Dr
Hazel Laws says that they
are monitoring the emergence of these three variants that have emerged
and are spreading wildly.
“The variant identified
in the United Kingdom
has been identified in a
number
of Caribbean territories
so far. We have to be
vigilant, and our aim is to
keep these variants at bay
for as long as we possibly
can”
She said that with the new
variants having a strong
possibility of reaching

the Federation, the prevention measures remain
important, including the
possibility of wearing two
masks to mitigate against
the increased chance of
spreading.
“With the new variants
and the possibility of one
reaching our shores, it is
important for us to continue to do the prevention
and control measures.”
Earlier this week, the
government of St. Kitts
and Nevis issued a travel
advisory for travellers
from Brazil, the United
Kingdom and South
Africa.
“In the interest of continuing to protect our

borders and the health
and wellness of our citizens and residents, the
Government of St. Kitts
and Nevis, through the
National Covid-19 Task
Force, hereby advises
that it has implemented
a travel advisory in response to the emergence
of three new variants of
the COVID-19 virus.

of the original virus is far
more transmissible and
carries a higher likelihood
of death from the symptoms of COVID-19.”

“These variants have
originated in Brazil,
South Africa and the
United Kingdom (UK).
The UK variant of the
virus has already appeared in at least three
CARICOM territories.
This is cause for concern
for the Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis, particularly as this UK mutation

“Persons intending to
travel from these aforementioned destinations
are advised not to travel
to St. Kitts and Nevis at
this time. Moreover, such
persons are reminded that
travel into the Federation
is controlled by the
National COVID-19 Task
Force, and must be approved by the Ministry of

The government said that
in light of these developments, travel advisories
have now been issued
for the United Kingdom,
South Africa and Brazil.

National Security, following the process stipulated
on the online platform
www.knatravelform.kn.
The Federal Government
advises all citizens and
legal residents returning
from any of the aforementioned countries that
they will not be denied reentry into the Country, but
must also process their
travel requests through
the online platform www.
knatravelform.kn.”
The travel advisories for
the United Kingdom,
Brazil and South Africa
will remain in effect for 30
days, in the first instance,
starting from last Sunday,
February 7, 2021.
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Chapter 4—Confession

Ellen G. White Writings

“He that covereth his
sins shall not prosper:
but whoso confesseth
and forsaketh them shall
have mercy.” Proverbs
28:13.
The conditions of obtaining mercy of God
are simple and just and
reasonable. The Lord
does not require us to do
some grievous thing in
order that we may have
the forgiveness of sin.
We need not make long
and wearisome pilgrimages, or perform painful
penances, to commend
our souls to the God of
heaven or to expiate our
transgression; but he
that confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall have
mercy.
The
apostle
says,
“Confess your faults
one to another, and pray
one for another, that ye
may be healed.” James
5:16. Confess your sins
to God, who only can
forgive them, and your
faults to one another.
If you have given offense to your friend
or neighbor, you are
to acknowledge your
wrong, and it is his duty
freely to forgive you.
Then you are to seek
the forgiveness of God,
because the brother you
have wounded is the
property of God, and in
injuring him you sinned
against his Creator and
Redeemer. The case is
brought before the only
true Mediator, our great
High Priest, who “was
in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin,” and who is
“touched with the feeling of our infirmities,”
and is able to cleanse
from every stain of iniquity. Hebrews 4:15.
Those who have not
humbled their souls
before God in acknowledging their guilt, have
not yet fulfilled the first
condition of acceptance.
If we have not experienced that repentance

which is not to be repented of, and have not
with true humiliation
of soul and brokenness
of spirit confessed our
sins, abhorring our iniquity, we have never
truly sought for the forgiveness of sin; and if
we have never sought,
we have never found
the peace of God. The
only reason why we do
not have remission of
sins that are past is that
we are not willing to
humble our hearts and
comply with the conditions of the word of
truth. Explicit instruction is given concerning
this matter. Confession
of sin, whether public
or private, should be
heartfelt and freely expressed. It is not to be
urged from the sinner.
It is not to be made in
a flippant and careless
way, or forced from
those who have no realizing sense of the abhorrent character of sin.
The confession that is
the outpouring of the inmost soul finds its way
to the God of infinite
pity. The psalmist says,
“The Lord is nigh unto
them that are of a broken heart; and saveth
such as be of a contrite
spirit.” Psalm 34:18.
True confession is
always of a specific
character, and acknowledges particular sins.
They may be of such a
nature as to be brought
before God only; they
may be wrongs that
should be confessed to
individuals who have
suffered injury through
them; or they may be
of a public character,
and should then be as
publicly confessed. But
all confession should be
definite and to the point,
acknowledging the very
sins of which you are
guilty.
In the days of Samuel
the Israelites wandered from God. They
were suffering the

consequences of sin; for
they had lost their faith
in God, lost their discernment of His power
and wisdom to rule the
nation, lost their confidence in His ability to
defend and vindicate
His cause. They turned
from the great Ruler
of the universe and desired to be governed as
were the nations around
them. Before they found
peace they made this
definite confession: “We
have added unto all our
sins this evil, to ask us a
king.” 1 Samuel 12:19.
The very sin of which
they were convicted had
to be confessed. Their
ingratitude oppressed
their souls and severed
them from God.
Confession will not
be acceptable to God
without sincere repentance and reformation.
There must be decided
changes in the life; everything offensive to
God must be put away.
This will be the result
of genuine sorrow for
sin. The work that we
have to do on our part
is plainly set before us:
“Wash you, make you
clean; put away the evil
of your doings from before Mine eyes; cease to
do evil; learn to do well;
seek judgment, relieve
the oppressed, judge the
fatherless, plead for the
widow.” Isaiah 1:16, 17.
“If the wicked restore
the pledge, give again
that he had robbed,
walk in the statutes of
life, without committing iniquity; he shall
surely live, he shall not
die.” Ezekiel 33:15.
Paul says, speaking of
the work of repentance:
“Ye sorrowed after a
godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in
you, yea, what clearing
of yourselves, yea, what
indignation, yea, what
fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what
zeal, yea, what revenge!
In all things ye have approved yourselves to be

clear in this matter.” 2
Corinthians 7:11.
When sin has deadened
the moral perceptions,
the wrongdoer does not
discern the defects of
his character nor realize
the enormity of the evil
he has committed; and
unless he yields to the
convicting power of the
Holy Spirit he remains
in partial blindness to
his sin. His confessions
are not sincere and in
earnest. To every acknowledgment of his
guilt he adds an apology in excuse of his
course, declaring that
if it had not been for
certain circumstances
he would not have done
this or that for which he
is reproved.

After Adam and Eve had
eaten of the forbidden
fruit, they were filled
with a sense of shame
and terror. At first their
only thought was how
to excuse their sin and
escape the dreaded sentence of death. When
the Lord inquired concerning their sin, Adam
replied, laying the guilt
partly upon God and
partly upon his companion: “The woman
whom Thou gavest to
be with me, she gave
me of the tree, and I did
eat.” The woman put the
blame upon the serpent,
saying, “The serpent
beguiled me, and I did
eat.” Genesis 3:12, 13.
Why did You make the
serpent? Why did You
suffer him to come into
Eden? These were the

questions implied in
her excuse for her sin,
thus charging God with
the responsibility of
their fall. The spirit of
self-justification originated in the father of
lies and has been exhibited by all the sons
and daughters of Adam.
Confessions of this order are not inspired by
the divine Spirit and
will not be acceptable
to God. True repentance
will lead a man to bear
his guilt himself and
acknowledge it without
deception or hypocrisy.
Like the poor publican,
not lifting up so much as
his eyes unto heaven, he
will cry, “God be merciful to me a sinner,”
Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G.
White. All Rights Reserved.
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