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SKN receives 20,000
COVID-19
vaccine doses
from India
PM and Indian High Commisioner
By Loshaun Dixon
St. Kitts and Nevis on
Monday welcomed 20,000
doses of the Oxford/
AstraZeneca vaccines, donated by the government of
India.
Dr K. J Srinivasa, India’s
High Commissioner to St.
Kitts and Nevis, in handing
over the vaccines to Prime
Minister of St. Kitts and
Nevis Dr Timothy Harris,
described it as a historic
occasion.
“These vaccines will be useful to meet the immediate
requirements of vaccinating the frontline workers
and those with co-morbidities in St. Kitts and Nevis
Federation.”
He said the COVISHIELD
vaccine is made by the
Serum Institute of India,
which happens to be the
world’s largest vaccine
producer.
“Even in peace times, before
COVID-19, this institute
produces over 2 billion doses of various vaccines and
provides over 50 percent of
the world’s requirements of
the imperative, most necessary vaccines from polio
to diphtheria to DPT and
hepatitis, which the WHO
programs use by delivering
this covered vaccine.”
Srinivasa said that within a
few weeks of its approval,
India has demonstrated its
willingness and ability to act
as a first responder to crisis
in the world, and especially
to the CARICOM region
and the OECS.

“Today 175,000 doses out
of the 570,000 doses promised to CARICOM landed
in Antigua, out of which
20,000 have been dedicated
to St. Kitts and Nevis, and
we believe that this is just
the beginning.
He said the donation to
St. Kitts and Nevis honours India’s prime minister
Narendra Modi’s commitment to using India’s vaccine production and delivery
capacities for helping all
of humanity in fighting the
dreaded disease.
“It also demonstrates India’s
assistance to our friendly nation of St. Kitts and Nevis,
which occupies a very special place in India’s foreign
policy. It is in times such as
these emergency situations
that the real friends come
out, and I must say that this
day really marks a special
milestone in our bilateral
relationship.

He reassured that there are
no strings attached to the
deal, describing it as tokens
of goodwill.
We do not expect anything
in return, we just want to
maintain our friendly relations and to help our sisterly
nations.”
The High Commissioner
said that India looks forward to working with the
Federation in case St. Kitts
and Nevis wants to purchase
vaccines.
“We will be very happy
to collaborate and help
them with that during this

pandemic. The government
of India has already assisted
the government of St. Kitts
and Nevis last year with
medicines for emergency
situations of over 100,000
US dollars.”
Prime Minister Harris said
the Federation was appreciative of the generosity,
noting it provides real hope
for the people, that working together, all can defeat
COVID-19.
“We are now so much closer
to getting back to our way of
life without fear I would like
to thank the prime minister
of India, Narendra Modi,
for the compassion he is
showing other nations during this period of the global
COVID-19 pandemic; his
generous heart and enduring
sense of caring and solidarity are important values that
our governments share.”
Dr Harris said that
COVID-19 has taught many
lessons, with the most important lesson being how
interconnected and interdependent the world is now.
“Truth be told, COVID-19
knows no race, it knows no
gender; it knows no borders
and it doesn’t acknowledge
nations, and it doesn’t care if
you’re wealthy or poor. No
nation is safe; no nation is
secure until all nations are
safe. If the world is truly to
be rid of COVID-19, then
the global community has to
work together.
He said the donations of
vaccines like these from
India show that developing
nations need help and need
support.

“If future nations hoard their
vaccine supplies not sharing
their vaccines with those nations in need, their security
will be a hollow and shallow
one. I repeat then, no nation
is safe, no nation is secure
until all nations are safe.”
Dr. Harris said that in his capacity as Prime Minister of
St. Kitts and Nevis, and also
in his role as CARICOM
lead head for human resources, health and HIV,
he has called on wealthier
nations to do more to assist
developing countries like
those in the Caribbean and
Africa and elsewhere.
“In particular, I called this
morning on the G7 countries - Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, the
United Kingdom and the
United States - as well as the
European Union, to make
vaccines available to those
nations in need in a timely
manner. We are grateful for
the generous amounts being
contributed by these nations
to the COVAX facility, but
we urge them to go further
and to go faster, as the indicative quantities do not
meet the threshold of herd
immunity.”
He noted that a genuine international effort is needed
to beat this international
pandemic.
“In this regard, I must commend India for the leadership it is showing and for
the global role that India
is playing to rid the world
of this virus, and I strongly
urge other countries to follow India’s example. High
Commissioner, please let
your prime minister know

that today our nation of
St.Kitts and Nevis has been
put further along the path to
defeat COVID-19 than we
were a week ago, and for
this, I say thank you.”
Speaking to citizens and
residents, Dr Harris said it
was their time to do their
part in combating the virus
once and for all.
“I say it is now up to you
to play your part in striking
the final blows against the
COVID-19 and you can
play an effective part by
being vaccinated. Already,
over 600-plus of our citizens and residents have had
their first vaccination shots,
including government and
key frontline workers.”

any longer forCOVID-19 to
go away, the answer to it is
to vaccinate.”

He reiterated the vaccine
is safe to take, noting that
he and others have taken it
without any major issues.
“I know there are some persons who are nervous and
who are concerned about
the vaccine, but we heard
from the high commissioner
today about India’s leading
role as a producer of vaccines throughout several
generations, and India’s experience then is second to
none. It is a global leader
in the production of safe
vaccines.

He continued, “This is a
good start to be sure, but
we need many more people
to come forward with the
supplies we have received
today. We can and we have
expanded the number of
centres to which our people
can go to be vaccinated. To
my fellow citizens and residents, I say we have a chance
to put the COVID-19 pandemic behind us here. Let
us not wait any longer, for
we now have 20 000 doses
available.

I have had the vaccine last
Monday, so have several
other members of the cabinet of St. Kitts and Nevis,
and I feel quite fine; so fine
I was, last Monday and
every day thereafter that I
have worked late every ight
after taking the vaccine,
and I continued my very
busy schedule of activities.
Saturday we did several
miles in our constituency
monthly health walk.”

He then urged the public to
“don’t wait to vaccinate”.

The PM also announced
revealed that St. Kitts and
Nevis will gift 2,000 vaccine doses to Grenada, who
have yet to source any from
the Indian Government.

“Don’t wait to protect your
loved ones; vaccinate, don’t
wait to get our economy
fully operational again;
vaccinate, don’t wait to get
back to your way of life;
vaccinate, don’t wait to protect your family; vaccinate,
don’t wait to protect your
health; vaccinate, don’t wait

Vaccination efforts are continuing in St. Kitts and Nevis
across six health centres.
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CXC’s June/July
exams to be
administered in
original format
CXC Registrar Dr. Wayne Wesley
By Loshaun Dixon

The
Caribbean
Examinations Council
(CXC) has announced
that its exams this year
will take place in June/
July, and will follow a
format similar to that of
previous years, with papers one and two, and
with students having the
option of deferring the
sitting of a subject until a
later exam period.
Chairman
of
the
CARICOM
Council
for
Human
and
Social
Development
(COHSOD) and Minister
of Education in The
Bahamas, Jeffrey Lloyd,
said that after careful
analysis of the recommendations, and with
the consideration of the
impact of the decision on
the well being of students,
COHSOD agreed that
CXC should administer
the CAPE, CSEC and
CCSLC examinations in
its original format.
And also “that the examinations are best scheduled
during the period June/
July 2021 with results
available to the Ministries
of Education in the last
week of September
2021”.
He said that an extension
would be given to the
deadline in which students can decide whether
to defer the sitting of
the exam, noting that all

candidates intended on
deferring, are to indicate
by May 1 2021.
Lloyd said taking into
consideration the loss of
learning, CXC should
share with Ministries of
Education, for community candidates, the broad
topics to be assessed for
paper two before the start
of the examinations.
“The COHSOD remains
steadfast in its efforts to
work closely with them
to ensure the messaging
with the administration
of the examinations is
consistent, accurate and
unambiguous. This is important for the reputation
of CXC, and to preserve
the integrity and validity
of the examinations.”
He said COHSOD expressed appreciation to
CXC for its efforts to
ensure the smooth transition and matriculation
of the region’s youth to
the world of work and
post-secondary or tertiary
education.
“Ministers endorsed the
recommendations to provide additional time for
in-person teaching and
learning to complete the
school-based assessments
(SBAs), to close teaching gaps and increase the
chances of successful outcomes for students.”
CXC Registrar Dr. Wayne
Wesley announced that

the examinations will
commence on June 14
and end on July 16, with
CCSLC being administered between July 19 and
22.
He said CXC will share
the topics that will feature
on paper two, but warned
all topics will be covered
on paper ones.
“While CXC will submit to all Ministries of
Education the broad topics to be assessed on paper
2 five weeks in advance
of the administration, it
must be indicated that all
topics will be covered in
paper 1 for all subjects.
“There are certain subjects where the details are
not readily available in
the syllabus, and we will
make sure that information will be provided.”
Dr. Wesley said they will
also reduce the assessment requirements for
SBAs to as much as 50%
in some instances, and
announced a one-month
extension for submission
of all SBAs.
“CXC will maintain the
100 percent Moderation
of all SBAs across all centres for all subjects.”
Addressing deferrals, Dr.
Wesley said a candidate
may opt to not sit a subject during this period,

and can move it to the
January 2022 or May/
June 2022 period.
“A candidate may be able
to defer to a January 2022
CSEC sitting or May/June
2022 for any subject offered for which they were
previously registered. On

indication of intent to defer the candidates, current
registration will be placed
on hold. The candidate
must then indicate the
target registration date for
the exam cycle. All candidates will remain in the
same centre for deferred
registration.”

No fee implications for
subject deferral will be
applied.
Dr. Wesley said they
will work closely with
Ministries of Education to
ensure changes are done
smoothly.
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The Jab

When Covid-19 was wreaking morbidity and mortality on
populations world wide, and industries were scrambling for a
vaccine, there was a social media post that went viral. It said
we should let politicians be the first to be vaccinated and if they
survive, then the rest of us could take it. Well, in the Federation,
they have and all of them have survived.
Since then, the response to the vaccination has been encouragingly
positive.
Yet there is a group of persons who say they will not take the
vaccine. They too have their role, and it is to provide a reservoir
of corona contagium, to allow it to mutate and circulate amongst
themselves and perhaps to those of us whose immunity has been
enhanced by the vaccine. It is people like these why there is still
polio and measles and so on in the world. The only concern is that
resources will have to be assigned to this group which may have
otherwise been assigned. We have a choice as to which group we
will join.
Thankfully though, that group may not matter in time, as only
70% of the population need be vaccinated in order to achieve herd
immunity.
Meanwhile, there seems to be a concern about whether resident
non-nationals should have access to the vaccine< and it did not
seem to matter to these people that our first 2000 vaccine doses
were shared with us by the Commonwealth of Dominica. We
support the position that access to health – and to the vaccine must be universal; there should be no discrimination based on place
of birth. Many of our frontline workers are non-national, and we
ought not to deliberately cultivate in-country source of contagium
as mentioned earlier.
Furthermore, if all governments adopt such a discriminatory
strategy, what would happen to our overseas based nationals?

Would they be forced – or willing, or able – to fly in, be jabbed
and immediately fly out, and without quarantine? That, we are
sure, is another debate in itself, similar to the “overseas voter”
question. Besides, it will be difficult to effectively plan for such an
unquantified set of persons.
Another issue that must be addressed, and soon, is the issue of
whether a 14-day quarantine period will remain after we are
vaccinated. As necessary as it is now, it is very costly, a cost that
is amplified during this time of economic contraction. Perhaps
this is the time to introduce a phased reduction in the quarantine
time as we move towards a full re-opening of the country. A
reduced quarantine, in itself, could become a stimulus factor to the
economy.
Finally, in time, we expect that a vaccination card will become
an essential travel document. You won’t be able to leave home
without it. Naysayers, beware.

NEVIS BUSINESS CORPORATION ORDINANCE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND CLAIMANTS UNDER SECTION 121(1) OF
THE NEVIS BUSINESS CORPORATIONS ORDINANCE 2017
BY XIO CAYMAN LIMITED (IN DISSOLUTION)

XiO Cayman Limited, a corporation registered under the Nevis Business
Corporation Ordinance, 2017 (the “Corporation”), with its registered address
at Southpac Trust Nevis Limited, Hunkins Plaza, Main Street, Charlestown,
Nevis, now in dissolution, GIVES NOTICE THAT all creditors and claimants,
including any with unliquidated or contingent claims and any with whom the
Corporation has unfulfilled contracts, are required to present their claims in
writing and in detail at Southpac Trust Nevis Limited, Hunkins Plaza, Main
Street, Charlestown, Nevis, no later than Friday 10th September 2021. Without
prejudice to the preservation of the Corporation’s rights and entitlements
under section 121(4) of the Nevis Business Corporation Ordinance, 2017, to
dispute any claims duly presented in accordance with this notice, the attention
of all creditors and claimants is specifically drawn section 121(9) of the Nevis
Business Corporation Ordinance, 2017 and the consequences of failing to
present their claims in the above manner and by the above date.
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Brantley stars; cops 6 movies
By Monique Washington

A total of six movies are
scheduled to be filmed on
Nevis by the UK-based
film and television production company, MSR
Media, with hotels, caterers, actors and vehicle
rental businesses - in fact
the entire island – benefiting significantly.
Premier Mark Brantley
is understandably upbeat
about the various prospects that come with the
“fledgling industry that
we are seeking to develop”, and gave the Nevis
Island
Administration
(NIA)’s commitment to
the partnership, stating
that “anything that we can
do to make your stay here
better we will, and we are
at your disposal. We look
forward to a long-term relationship with you”.

E C O N O M I C
SPIN-OFFS
The Premier said that,
thus far, he has been advised that some 32 fulltime staff have been hired;
22 apartment units have
been rented at a Resort;
as many as six villas have
been occupied for the rest
of the year; several cars,
trucks and vans to move
people around have been
rented from various car
rental agencies, also for
the rest of the year, and
“they are obviously engaging with caterers”.
“They (MSR Media)
currently, I’m advised,
booked out Golden Rock
Inn to do a film in there
for the next three weeks,
so Golden Rock will be
closed to the general public for three weeks. They
have hired some 11, at
this point, local actors

who will have speaking
roles…In addition to that,
they’ve hired some 167
extras.
“What of course I think is
important is the economic
spin-offs of this, because
all of those people that I
have mentioned are being
paid; so even the extras
are being paid. The actors
are being paid…the local
actors,” Premier Brantley
stated.
The Observer understands
that each extra on set is
being paid US$50 per
day, each vehicle is rented
between EC$100-$250
per day, while rooms at
the current rates will also
bring in noteworthy foreign currency.
It must be noted that
Nevis has played its part
in the embryonic stages
of the venture. Permanent
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Hon Mark Brantley and film producer Phillipe Martinez
Secretary of Finance
Collin Dore, disclosed
to The Observer when
contacted, that the NIA’s
“initial” contribution was
US$300,000.
“We agreed to shared cost
on ground accommodations. This was for the
first two films. We have
not solidified the figures
for the remaining films as
yet. Other actors will have
to come in and so on,” he
informed.
MULTIPLIER EFFECT
Premier Brantley was
keen to highlight the multiplier effect.
“They have advised me
that the payroll at the moment is up to 80 persons
- 48 of those have been
brought in from overseas - those are largely
the technical people camera, sound etc., and
he (Producer Phillipe
Martinez) has 32 local
people already employed
full-time,” he said.
“Now, we have to think
about this in terms of its
multiplier effect. Fortyeight people are actually
living on the island – they
moved here. Thirty-two
local people are now in
mesh with them. So we
have the economic multiplier. But we also have
to think about the training
and the skills transfer that
we expect to happen.
Because, local people
are now embedded with
them, in terms of the film

business. So for those of
you who are into videography, for example, you
now get the tips; you get
to learn what they do to
make films. I don’t know
where editing and things
like that will be done, but
more than likely again,
local people will be exposed to that…to lighting,
make-up.
“In fact, the gentleman
(Martinez) said to me
that they thought that
they would have had to
bring in make-up artists
and hair stylists, only to
find out that the island has
some of the best that are
available,” the Premier
said.
Martinez revealed last
Thursday during the first
day of filming ‘One Year
Off’ at Chrisi Beach, that
they will be filming an
additional five movies on
the island.
“We’re going to make
more movies here, since
everybody loves it.
Everybody is like, ‘can we
just stay?’. So, we’ve discussed with the Premier
about doing six movies
over the next 12 months,
which is becoming a big
partnership. But all of that
has been possible because
of Mark’s vision. So, we
are partnering to make
this vision possible.
“This is an industry that
brings tremendous publicity, we’re creating jobs.
We brought a team from
the UK, from Bulgaria,
from the US, and one of

the missions of our team
is to teach the art of making movies to people from
Nevis and people from St.
Kitts, so it’s a big thing,”
Martinez said.
DIVERSIFY
OUR
LOCAL ECONOMY
Premier Brantley was
keen to note that his administration was compelled to look at different
ways to boost the economy in light of COVID-19,
and the film industry was
one such way.
“COVID has taught us
some valuable lessons.
One of which is, that we
cannot any longer put all
of our eggs in the tourism basket, and that we
have to diversify our local economy… We are
now looking at something
that is brand new, and has
never been done before
on the island, and that is
the whole movie or film
industry.
“We haven’t stopped
there; we are also looking at the fashion and
photography
industry.
We had some fashion
shoots that have happened here already, but
we are now promoting
that even more. I’m saying that when you look
around, some of us take
it for granted, but we are
truly living in one of the
most beautiful places on
earth. And when we look
around, there is much that
we have to offer.”
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Corona Effect: Latin American, Caribbean Kids
Lead World in Lost School Days
By Daniela Cristancho
It has now been nearly
a year since 4-year-old
Sebastián García stepped
into a classroom.
When the pandemic
forced
schools
in
Colombia’s capital to
close last March, his kindergarten teacher tried
to keep up with lessons
through a once-a-week
phone call. Later, the
school began offering instruction through Zoom.
But for the last two
months, his mother has
heard nothing from the
school.
“The teacher told me to
check periodically when
the school was reopening,” said his mother,
Lorena Mora, a manicurist living in Bogota. “But
I haven’t heard anything
up until today.”
A new study released
Wednesday by UNICEF
concludes what many in
Latin America and the
Caribbean have suspected: Children in the region
have lost out on more
schooling during the pandemic than any other area
across the globe. In all,
almost 60% of children
worldwide who have lost
an entire year of school
are in Latin America. On
average, schools in the
region have been fully
closed for 158 days.
“Children here have been
out of the classroom
longer than any other
child in the world,” said
Jean Gough, UNICEF’s
regional director for
Latin America and the
Caribbean. “In many
parts of the world, schools
are the first to reopen and
the last to close. But in
Latin America and the
Caribbean, schools are
often the last to open and
the first to close”.
The impact could be felt
for years to come, the U.N.
agency warns, noting that
keeping schools closed
can have devastating

consequences not just in
children’s learning, but
also in developing social
skills, overall wellbeing,
and
psycho-emotional
development. The most
disadvantaged – those
with no access to online
learning – are at a higher
risk of never returning to
school and entering the
workforce instead.
“When schools are not
open, children cannot develop transferable skills,
such as the ability to
work in a team, to communicate, to have empathy, to respect diversity
and other key skills for
active citizenship,” said
Margarete Sachs-Israel,
regional education advisor for UNICEF.
María Fuentes, a child
psychologist at a primary
school in Mexico City,
has seen first hand how
the reliance on online
learning is impacting
young children. Mexico
has the fourth highest total number of COVID-19
numbers
in
Latin
America, according to
John Hopkins University.
The Secretary of Public
Education launched a distance education program
during the pandemic that
offers educational content
on television certain days
of the week.
“Unfortunately there is
an increase in anxiety and
stress levels in children,”
Fuentes said. “We have
little kids with difficulties
expressing and managing
their emotions in a functional way.”
In schools that have begun
reopening, educators say
they are already seeing
the impact of a year away
from class. Sara Fonseca,
a preschool teacher based
in Bogota, says being
at home shielded many
children from developing skills like independent
decision-making
and learning how to treat
others.
“Socialization

has

become very difficult for
the children,” she said.
“Homes are generally
more controlled environments because they have
their parents close by and
interact with very few
people.”
Several studies indicate
the pandemic has also
deepened already steep
levels of inequality in
education. Children from
lower-income families
are often unable to access
remote learning and public schools do not have
the infrastructure and resources to reopen immediately in a safe way.
In Latin America and the
Caribbean, schools are
also often the place where
children have access
to their most nutritious
meals. The school where
Mora’s son used to attend
classes sent them a small
bag of groceries once a
month to compensate for
the meals he was not getting at school last year.
“It included one pound of
rice, grains, powder milk,
oil, pasta, eggs,” Mora
said. “But this was last
year. Since we have had
no notice of the school’s
reopening, we have not
gotten the groceries in
2021.”
Sachs-Israel
estimates
there are 85 million children that do not have access to school and might
be at risk for malnutrition.
But there are other risks
children in the region
face. Another U.N. study
found that more than
300,000 children and
adolescents in the region
could be forced to work.
“We know from other
crises, like Ebola, that
there’s a high risk of students dropping out,” she
said. “Our projections
show there is a risk of
3.1 million students dropping out permanently in
Latin America and the
Caribbean.”
Latin America and the

Caribbean is known to
be the most unequal region in the world along
with Sub-Saharan Africa.
The pandemic has further deepened these gaps.
According to UNICEF,
children from indigenous
groups, those with disabilities, kids from remote areas, poor families,
and girls are at a higher
risk. Girls are also at risk
of becoming victims of
sexual abuse, a problem
that has already increased

and will further increase
the longer schools are
closed.
UNICEF acknowledged
the decision and efforts
made by several governments in Latin America
and the Caribbean to the
reopening of schools.
Countries like Uruguay,
which had gradual reopenings last year, starting with rural schools

and ending with schools
in Montevideo, could
set an example of proper
procedure in the region,
the U.N. said. UNICEF
is calling on other governments in the region to
prioritize reopening.
Bogota’s mayor announced in February
that schools 400 public
schools in the city would
reopen by April.
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425 persons on Nevis vaccinated
against COVID-19 in the first week
NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (March 03,
2021) - - 425 persons on
Nevis have received their
first dose of the OxfordAstraZeneca COVID-19
vaccine as at March 03,
2021.
Hon. Mark Brantley,
Premier of Nevis and
Senior Minister of Health
in the Nevis Island
Administration
(NIA)
said he is heartened by
the number of persons
who made the decision
to get vaccinated against
the virus within the first
week of the roll out of the
COVID-19 vaccination
programme on the island.
“The early numbers are
encouraging as we roll
out our vaccination programme in Nevis. We
urge our citizens and
residents to go in to their
closest health centre and
get vaccinated against
COVID-19.
“Vaccination
is
the
only proven way to return our island to some
sense of normalcy,” he
told the Department of
Information on March 04,
2021.
Hon. Hazel Brandy
Williams, Junior Minister
of Health in the NIA
announced that as of
Monday, March 01, all six
health centres on Nevis
had been allocated the
COVID-19 vaccines.
“I am happy to report that
we have now rolled out
the vaccination process
in all six health centres on
Nevis…
“As we roll out the vaccination process I would
want to say to each and
every one that you can go
to your respective health
centre in your particular
community, get registered

and get ready to be vaccinated,” she said.
She also encouraged the
younger members of the
population to get vaccinated against COVID-19.
“I am making an appeal
to our young people age
18 and older, that it is
very important that you
get vaccinated. When you
do so, you protect yourselves, your family, your
community, and Nevis as
a whole,” she said.
Dr. Judy Nisbett, Medical
Officer of Health and
Chair of the Nevis
COVID-19 Task Force
said nurses at the health
centres are coping well
with the number of persons coming in to be
vaccinated.
“We have had a good
uptake thus far since we
started on February 25.
On Wednesday, March 03
alone we had 211 persons
getting vaccinated; 74 of
those were done at one
health centre.
“At one health centre a
single nurse vaccinated
59 persons in one day.
“Most health centres have
just one nurse, so while it
is no longer necessary for
individuals to call 311 to
make an appointment,
we are encouraging persons to call ahead at their
nearest health centre so
they can inform when is
an ideal time for you to
come in.
“Some health centres are
vaccinating in the mornings, some in the afternoons, and some are able
to vaccinate throughout
the day,” she informed.
Dr. Nisbett noted that
persons can call 311
to book a time slot to

take the vaccines as a
group, including businesses, churches and
organisations.
She also encouraged them
to call 311 to book educational sessions for groups
so members can get accurate information about the
vaccination process ahead
of taking their first dose.
She said the Community
Nursing Services has
expressed its willingness
to have nurses visit businesses with larger staffs
to vaccinate employees.
They will be starting
with the staff at the Nevis
Electricity
Company
(NEVLEC) on Monday,
March 8.
Photo caption: Hon. Mark
Brantley, Premier of
Nevis and Senior Minister
of Health in the Nevis
Island Administration after taking his first dose of
the Oxford-AstraZeneca
COVID-19 vaccine on
February 25, 2021 at
the Charlestown Health
Centre, Nevis
Photo caption: Hon.
Hazel Brandy Williams,
Junior Minister of Health
in the Nevis Island
Administration after taking her first dose of the
Oxford-AstraZeneca
COVID-19 vaccine on
February 25, 2021 at
the Charlestown Health
Centre, Nevis
Photo caption: Dr. Judy
Nisbett, Medical Officer
of Health and Chair of
the Nevis COVID-19
Task Force taking her
first dose of the OxfordAstraZeneca COVID-19
vaccine on February 25,
2021 at the Charlestown
Health Centre, Nevis

Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis and Senior
Minister of Health in the
Nevis Island Administration after taking his
first dose of the OxfordAstraZeneca COVID-19
vaccine on February 25,
2021 at the Charlestown
Health Centre, Nevis
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Hamilton’s lawyer
confident he will be
cleared of all charges
Mr. Eugene Hamilton
By Loshaun Dixon

Attorney for Mr. Eugene
Hamilton, Natasha Grey,
is confident that her client will be cleared of all
charges in the ongoing
matter with his political
opponent, Labour Party
Chairman, Dr. Terrance
Drew.
Ms. Grey made the assertion when responding to
The Observer in relation
to the fact that Attorneys
for Dr. Drew, had agreed
to share evidence with
Director
of
Public
Prosecutions
(DPP)
Valston Graham, and
more importantly, considering what had been presented in the summaries.
“Based on what was presented in both summaries,
my client can definitively
say he is not guilty. They
have a case to prove, and
I would hope they don’t
waste the courts and public’s time in bringing these
matters if they don’t have
the necessary evidence to
prove these offences,” she
stated.
Ms. Grey explained that
there are two charges in
the matter - one of bribery
and one of treating.
“I am aware of, based on
what is in the charges,
they are alleging that Mr.
Hamilton would have
bribed a member of his
constituency by providing
roofing repairs in relation
to a property, in exchange
for a vote, and the other
is treating - by providing
items of food in campaign
material marked ‘Vote
Hamilton’.

“My client denies any sort
of guilt in relation to both
of the offences. We are yet
to receive the disclosure
in the matter.”

him jurisdiction to do so,
and stated that the fate of
the matter depends on the
strength of the evidence
provided.

their client, Dr. Drew,
has grave concerns as it
relates to the manner in
which the prosecution
would be handled.

She said that Attorneys for
Dr. Drew are set to make
the disclosure by Monday.

Dr. Drew, who was on
the Labour Party’s ticket
for constituency number
eight, lost narrowly to Mr.
Hamilton in last June’s
general elections.

“Our client was troubled
by the fact that your office did not see it fit to
send formal and written
correspondence to the
Magistrate’s Court indicating your intention to
make representations in
the matter, with such correspondence being copied
to Counsel for the parties.

“I know the court would
have ordered Queens
Counsel, Mr. Bart, to
give disclosure by next
Monday to the DPP, and
once that disclosure is
made, we would be in a
position to receive disclosure from the Director
of Public Prosecutions.
We don’t know what evidence they claim that they
have from these charges,
but we are still in the early
stages as it relates to what
they claim their case is.”
Ms. Grey also emphasized that unlike Dr. Drew
and his Attorneys, she has
no issue with the DPP taking over the matter, as he
has the authority to deal
with all prosecutions concerning criminal matters,
and the Constitution gives
him that right
“His basis for doing so, is
that the nature of the matter is a severe one which
has severe consequences,
and involves an elected
official. Based on that, I
personally did not have
any objections, because
he has the authority to
do so, and it is a matter
that needs the Director
of Public Prosecutions’
involvement.”
Last Thursday, DPP
Graham announced he
was taking over the matter, noting that it is a criminal charge, which gives

Graham said that in
November last, Dr. Drew
brought a private criminal complaint against Mr.
Hamilton, charging him
with bribery.
“They are criminal prosecutions. Those matters
came to my attention last
week, and were brought
before the court on
Monday of this week.”
He said Section 65 of the
Constitution of St. Kitts
and Nevis places him as
the custodian and guardian of criminal prosecution in the Federation.
Lawyers for Dr. Drew, led
by Mr. Delano Bart QC,
on Monday agreed to reveal their evidence to the
DPP - that was after Bart
wrote the DPP last week,
addressing concerns of
him taking over the case.
In the letter, the Attorneys
said they would undertake
to disclose the relevant
evidential material in support of the charges laid in
the matters within seven
working days of Friday,
February 25, and would
advise the magistrate
accordingly.
The Attorneys said they
were instructed to place
on record the fact that

In the absence of this, a
courtesy call was not even
made. It was only when
the matter was called up
at 9:00 a.m. and the appearances made, that His
Honour Benjamin indicated that you contacted
the court and stated that
you wanted to make representations in the matter,
and asked the court to facilitate your appearance at
10:30 a.m.
Accordingly, the matter
was set down to allow for
same.”
Mr. Bart said his client
is concerned about the
DPP’s “close-knitted relationships and associations” with persons who
are affiliated with the
Defendant”.
“We are instructed that
you are a very close friend
of Mr. Shawn Richards,
the Deputy Prime Minister
of the Federation and
the leader of the Peoples
Action Movement. We
are instructed that your
friendship is such that you
are both often seen together publicly, and that you
have been consistently

present at events coordinated by Mr. Richards on
a personal, community
and political level.”

Mr. Bart then called for
external Counsel to prosecute the matter on behalf
of the DPP.

Mr. Graham at a press
conference did acknowledge a friendship between
him and Mr. Richards, but
noted it had not impeded
the way he operated as
DPP.

“In light of the foregoing
and in the interest of fairness and transparency, we
are instructed to and hereby respectfully request
that you engage external
Counsel to take care and
conduct, and to prosecute
the matter on behalf of
your office.”

Mr. Bart said that they
were concerned about
these connections.
“Our client is concerned
about this factor, as the
Defendant in the said
matter is a sitting member of Government and
a member of the cabinet.
More importantly, the
Defendant is a member
of the PAM party, of
which your said close
friend, Mr. Richards, is
the leader. Having regard
to the politically charged
environment within the
Federation, our client is
troubled by these connections, as these charges
flow directly from the
June 5, 2020, general
elections.”
He said they are also concerned about the manner
in which the matters are
investigated and prosecuted - that they will be
done fairly.
“We have had this matter
examined and with the
benefit of expert advice
are satisfied that there is
a prima facie case in each
charge. We therefore hope
that there is no attempt to
use prolonged investigations as a means of preventing this matter from
being heard.”

The letter also notes the
source of an attorney
from Jamaica to prosecute
the matter, and urged that
they be present for the
interview of witnesses
process.
“In taking over this matter, no doubt your office
will seek to interview our
client and witnesses. Our
client and witnesses have
expressed concern about
being interviewed by you
and/or the investigators in
the absence of Counsel of
their choice.
It is therefore hereby requested on behalf of our
client and his witness
that they will be allowed
to have Counsel of their
choice present, and that
either Mrs Vadeesha JohnBrookes and/or myself be
advised of such meeting
or interviews.”
“If these requests are
honoured, they will go
a big way to address the
concerns of our client and
his witnesses in the matter. We remain dedicated
to the furtherance of this
matter and are willing to
assist you as may be reasonably required.”
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NIA secures
ownership of
Bath Hotel and
Bath Stream
Hélène Anne Lewis
By Monique Washington

The
Nevis
Island
Administration
(NIA)
has officially secured
the Land Title to the historic Bath Hotel and Bath
Stream in Bath Village,
after what the Premier
calls a “dramatic” court
matter.
The
built
came
hotel

Bath Hotel was
in 1778 and bethe first tourist
in the Caribbean.

not secure for them proper
titles for those properties,”
he said.
He said that the properties
were owned by a company that was previously
asked to turn them over to
the Government
“We were surprised when
we did the research at the
Registry that those properties were still registered
under a company called
Pinney’s
Investment

of the government and issued the Title.
“The Judge has ruled
that a title should be issued to the Government
for the Bath Hotel and
Bath Stream. This regularizes the position, and
I am grateful that my
Government has been
able to secure, and put
beyond doubt, that the
historic Bath Hotel and
Bath Stream belong to the
Government and people

This is a major victory for all Nevisians at home and
abroad. We have secured title to this historic site for the
benefit of generations of Nevisians yet unborn.
On Wednesday, Premier
Mark Brantley announced
that the Title for both properties had been secured by
the NIA. Brantley said
that he was shocked to
find out recently that the
NIA did not hold the title
to the property.
“I was shocked beyond
measure when my government discovered despite years of possession
of Bath Hotel and Bath
Stream, Bath Hotel - one
of our most historic properties on the island… your
government had no title
to that property all these
years. Administrations in
the past would have had
control of the properties.
We had to regularize the
matter. I decided that it
was necessary; it was a
requirement that we could
not say that we served the
people of Nevis if we did

Company. That is a company that years ago had
owned lots of land and
various estates on the island. But those properties
- the Bath Hotel and Bath
Stream - should have
been transferred years ago
to the government. There
was an agreement we
were told to do so ,but it
was never done,” he said.
Brantley said that under the leadership of the
NIA’s Legal Advisor
Hélène Anne Lewis, the
task of obtaining the title
for the properties began.
He said, however, that
soon after, the matter was
intervened by an attorney.
Brantley claimed that after the intervening lawyer
was unable to provide evidence as to why the property should not be handed
over to the government,
the Judge ruled in favour

of Nevis.
Brantley noted that securing the properties, shows
that the Government
continues to work for the
people of Nevis
“We have made our share
of mistakes for sure, but
we have never wavered
from our commitment to
serve the people of Nevis,
and to ensure that when
our time on this stage is
over, the people are better
off.
This is a major victory for
all Nevisians at home and
abroad. We have secured
title to this historic site for
the benefit of generations
of Nevisians yet unborn.
We will not be deterred
from fighting for the people of our beloved Nevis.”
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Tourism rebuild key for
economic bounce back
By Loshaun Dixon

The rebuilding of the tourism sector in St. Kitts and
Nevis is well on its way,
with it being a key factor
in the economic rebound
of the Federation from the
COVID-19 Pandemic.
Raquel Browne, CEO
of the St. Kitts Tourism
Authority (SKTA), said
that the protocols in
place have helped the
Federation to be in the
position now to promote
travel again to St. Kitts
and Nevis.
She said PR work was
necessary to educate the
world on how St. Kitts
and Nevis managed the
pandemic.
“With only 41 cases, it is
a very extreme accomplishment. Last week, I
and Minister Grant were
on a call with cruise line
partners and the Eastern
Caribbean, and everyone was quite shocked
at how St. Kitts and
Nevis had managed and
mitigated the spread of
COVID-19.”
She said she was optimistic that her team will be
able to rebuild tourism,
and noted it will be a process, and take time.
“Cruises will be most
dependent
on
the

vaccination rollout. To
date, the CDC and the
Biden
administration
have not moved forward
with test cruises. There
is one cruise line already,
Crystal Cruises, and it
is a high-end cruise line,
and has already indicated
that they will require all
cruise passengers to take
the vaccine. We see in the
market place already, a
demographic of the cruiser will be required to have
the vaccine.”
Browne said they will
wait to see what happens
as they have not had test
cruises yet, which will
be the preliminary state
for passenger cruising
that they hoped would
have started sometime in
March or April
“The vaccination rollout
will be essential and is
going to help in building
out itineraries in St. Kitts
and Nevis.”
As it relates to staying
over, Browne revealed
since the reopening of the
borders, only 25 percent
of passengers were vacation in place or international travellers versus
quarantine for returning
nationals and residents.
“What is important to note
is that the persons coming
into St. Kitts and Nevis,
from the information we

have received, are very
intrigued by the destination, even though we still
do not have the numbers
we had previously.”
She said it was important
for the first quarter of
2021 to have a strong PR
campaign about how well
the Federation had done
over the last three months.
“Over the last month or
so, Minister Grant and
I have been doing interviews with esteemed
media persons who can
get the word out about St.
Kitts and Nevis.”
She highlighted the positive headlines that were
resulting from these interviews, and recognized
the work done to manage
the pandemic, including
features Eturbo, Travel
Weekly and Forbes Travel
Guide, among others.
“What we have been trying to do is have a heavy
PR Plan for Quarter-One,
and we hope as we continue to do that, the vaccination rollout would
continue in our source
markets. We believe with
the PR and the vaccination, we are hoping on
April 1st to do our first
active promotion in the
market place, and having
an offer for the destination to promote St. Kitts
and Nevis.”
Browne then highlighted
the plan for the second
quarter of 2021.
“In Q-2 as we see consumer confidence rebuild,
we are hoping for a stay
over-visitation to be incremental, and we know
it is still rebuilding and
the numbers are not going
to be significant as they
were in 2019 or 2018, but
we are pushing the destination and ensuring we

have a long travel window and a long booking
window.”
Financial
Secretary
Hilary Hazel said that
the estimate is for the
economy to grow by 5.5
percent in 2021 and 5.1
percent in 2022. She said
the Tourism sector would

Hilary Hazel
continue to be slow, with
prospects for better performances in the 2023
season.
Hazel said how soon St.
Kitts and Nevis will be
able to resume regular
Tourism business and
welcome both stayover
and cruise visitors to the
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Raquel Brown
islands, would be key to
the recovery.
“Our ability to get things
moving and to accelerate expansion in agriculture, manufacturing
and the development of
small business would be
crucial.”
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ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Hon. Hazel BrandyWilliams delivers
address for World
Obesity Day 2021

NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (February 04,
2021) -- The following
is an address by Hon.
Hazel Brandy-Williams
Junior Minister of Health
in the Nevis Island
Administration
(NIA)
on the occasion of World
Obesity Day 2021.
World Obesity Day is
celebrated on the 4th of
March annually to create
awareness about obesity and its harmful to
your overall health and
body organs. This day
also seeks to educate the
public of various recommended actions that
should be taken to combat
obesity.
Additionally,
World
Obesity Day encourages
advocacy to change the
way the disease is dealt
with across our communities. It calls for improvement of policies to ensure
supportive environments,
and promotes the sharing
of experiences through
various platforms to create a global community.
This work is geared towards the goal of reducing
overweight and obesity.

Factors such as individual
biology or genetic risk,
access to care, access to
ultra-processed
foods,
stressful life changing
events among others,
make managing obesity
a challenge. Obesity is
a major risk factor for
chronic conditions like
type-2 diabetes, heart
disease, high blood pressure, stroke and certain
cancers.
World Obesity Day 2021
focuses on the global
campaign ‘Every Body
Needs Everybody.’ This
campaign invites people
around the world to collectively address this
global crisis.
We at the Ministry of
Health and Gender
Affairs will continue to
work through the Health
Promotion Unit and
other community-based
health services to raise
awareness and to address
the multiple aspects of
obesity.
In observance of World
Obesity Day, our nurses

and health educators
participated in a capacity building consultation
with their counterparts in
St. Kitts. Another activity
planned by the Ministry
of Health and Gender
Affairs is the ‘Fun Run
in the Sun!’ This is a road
relay and will be held on
4th March. This is to encourage physical activity
among all.
In conclusion, we encourage communities and
environments to be supportive, and to help others
to make choices that will
have long term benefits to
our well-being. Let us encourage and support each
other in making healthy
choices in food and physical activity. Our collective
efforts will help to reverse
the increasing trend of
overweight and obesity
and will lead to a healthier
Nevisian community.
Photo caption: Hon.
Hazel Brandy-Williams,
Junior Minister of Health
in the Nevis Island
Administration
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Chapter 7—The Test of Discipleship

Ellen G. White Writings

“If any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature:
old things are passed
away; behold, all things
are become new.” 2
Corinthians 5:17.
A person may not be
able to tell the exact
time or place, or trace
all the chain of circumstances in the process
of conversion; but this
does not prove him to
be unconverted. Christ
said to Nicodemus, “The
wind bloweth where it
listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it
cometh, and whither it
goeth: so is everyone
that is born of the Spirit.”
John 3:8. Like the wind,
which is invisible, yet
the effects of which are
plainly seen and felt, is

the Spirit of God in its
work upon the human
heart. That regenerating
power, which no human
eye can see, begets a new
life in the soul; it creates
a new being in the image
of God. While the work
of the Spirit is silent and
imperceptible, its effects
are manifest. If the heart
has been renewed by the
Spirit of God, the life
will bear witness to the
fact. While we cannot do
anything to change our
hearts or to bring ourselves into harmony with
God; while we must not
trust at all to ourselves or
our good works, our lives
will reveal whether the
grace of God is dwelling
within us. A change will
be seen in the character,
the habits, the pursuits.
The contrast will be clear
and decided between
what they have been and

what they are. The character is revealed, not by
occasional good deeds
and occasional misdeeds,
but by the tendency of
the habitual words and
acts.
It is true that there may
be an outward correctness of deportment without the renewing power
of Christ. The love of influence and the desire for
the esteem of others may
produce a well-ordered
life. Self-respect may
lead us to avoid the appearance of evil. A selfish heart may perform
generous actions. By
what means, then, shall
we determine whose side
we are on?
Who has the heart? With
whom are our thoughts?
Of whom do we love to
converse? Who has our
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warmest affections and
our best energies? If we
are Christ’s, our thoughts
are with Him, and our
sweetest thoughts are of
Him. All we have and are
is consecrated to Him.
We long to bear His image, breathe His spirit, do
His will, and please Him
in all things.
Those who become new
creatures in Christ Jesus
will bring forth the fruits

of the Spirit, “love, joy,
peace,
long-suffering,
gentleness,
goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance.” Galatians 5:22,
23. They will no longer
fashion themselves according to the former
lusts, but by the faith of
the Son of God they will
follow in His steps, reflect His character, and
purify themselves even
as He is pure. The things
they once hated they now
love, and the things they
once loved they hate. The

proud and self-assertive
become meek and lowly
in heart. The vain and
supercilious become serious and unobtrusive.
The drunken become
sober, and the profligate
pure. The vain customs
and fashions of the world
are laid aside. Christians
will seek not the “outward adorning,” but “the
hidden man of the heart,
in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet
spirit.” 1 Peter 3:3, 4.
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There is no evidence of
genuine repentance unless it works reformation.
If he restore the pledge,
give again that he had
robbed, confess his sins,
and love God and his fellow men, the sinner may
be sure that he has passed
from death unto life.
When, as erring, sinful beings, we come to
Christ and become partakers of His pardoning
grace, love springs up in
the heart. Every burden
is light, for the yoke that
Christ imposes is easy.
Duty becomes a delight,
and sacrifice a pleasure.
The path that before
seemed shrouded in
darkness, becomes bright
with beams from the Sun
of Righteousness.
The loveliness of the
character of Christ will
be seen in His followers. It was His delight
to do the will of God.
Love to God, zeal for His
glory, was the controlling
power in our Saviour’s
life. Love beautified and
ennobled all His actions.
Love is of God. The unconsecrated heart cannot
originate or produce it. It
is found only in the heart
where Jesus reigns. “We
love, because He first
loved us.” 1 John 4:19,
R.V. In the heart renewed
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by divine grace, love is
the principle of action.
It modifies the character,
governs the impulses,
controls the passions,
subdues enmity, and ennobles the affections.
This love, cherished in
the soul, sweetens the
life and sheds a refining
influence on all around.
There are two errors
against which the children of God—particularly those who have
just come to trust in
His grace—especially
need to guard. The first,
already dwelt upon, is
that of looking to their
own works, trusting to
anything they can do,
to bring themselves into
harmony with God. He
who is trying to become
holy by his own works
in keeping the law, is attempting an impossibility. All that man can do
without Christ is polluted
with selfishness and sin.
It is the grace of Christ
alone, through faith, that
can make us holy.
The opposite and no less
dangerous error is that
belief in Christ releases
men from keeping the
law of God; that since by
faith alone we become
partakers of the grace of

Christ, our works have
nothing to do with our
redemption.
But notice here that obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the
service of love. The law
of God is an expression
of His very nature; it is an
embodiment of the great
principle of love, and
hence is the foundation
of His government in
heaven and earth. If our
hearts are renewed in the
likeness of God, if the divine love is implanted in
the soul, will not the law
of God be carried out in
the life? When the principle of love is implanted
in the heart, when man
is renewed after the image of Him that created
him, the new-covenant
promise is fulfilled, “I
will put My laws into
their hearts, and in their
minds will I write them.”
Hebrews 10:16. And if
the law is written in the
heart, will it not shape
the life? Obedience—the
service and allegiance
of love—is the true sign
of discipleship. Thus the
Scripture says, “This
is the love of God, that
we keep His commandments.” “He that saith, I
know Him, and keepeth
not His commandments,

is a liar, and the truth is
not in him.” 1 John 5:3;
2:4. Instead of releasing
man from obedience, it
is faith, and faith only,
that makes us partakers
of the grace of Christ,
which enables us to render obedience.

no man deceive you: he
that doeth righteousness
is righteous, even as He
is righteous.” 1 John 3:7.
Righteousness is defined
by the standard of God’s
holy law, as expressed in
the ten precepts given on
Sinai.

We do not earn salvation
by our obedience; for
salvation is the free gift
of God, to be received
by faith. But obedience is the fruit of faith.
“Ye know that He was
manifested to take away
our sins; and in Him is
no sin. Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not:
whosoever sinneth hath
not seen Him, neither
known Him.” 1 John 3:5,
6. Here is the true test.
If we abide in Christ, if
the love of God dwells
in us, our feelings, our
thoughts, our purposes,
our actions, will be in
harmony with the will
of God as expressed in
the precepts of His holy
law. “Little children, let

That so-called faith in
Christ which professes
to release men from the
obligation of obedience
to God, is not faith, but
presumption. “By grace
are ye saved through
faith.” But “faith, if
it hath not works, is
dead.” Ephesians 2:8;
James 2:17. Jesus said of
Himself before He came
to earth, “I delight to do
Thy will, O My God:
yea, Thy law is within
My heart.” Psalm 40:8.
And just before He ascended again to heaven
He declared, “I have kept
My Father’s commandments, and abide in His
love.” John 15:10. The
Scripture says, “Hereby
we do know that we

know Him, if we keep
His commandments....
He that saith he abideth
in Him ought himself
also so to walk even as
He walked.” 1 John 2:36. “Because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving
us an example, that ye
should follow His steps.”
1 Peter 2:21.
The condition of eternal
life is now just what it
always has been,—just
what it was in Paradise
before the fall of our first
parents,—perfect obedience to the law of God,
perfect righteousness. If
eternal life were granted
on any condition short of
this, then the happiness
of the whole universe
would be imperiled. The
way would be open for
sin, with all its train of
woe and misery, to be
immortalized.
Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G.
White. All Rights Reserved.
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Gender Affairs Ministry
plans month-long
celebration for women

By Monique Wshington

Scholarship opportunities, workshops, award
ceremonies, forums are
just some of the activities
that are planned this year
for the Ministry of Health
and Gender Affairs’ celebration of women this
month.
International Women’s
Day is celebrated annually on March 8,
worldwide.
According
to
the
International Women’s
Day site, “IWD is a global
day celebrating the social,
economic, cultural and
political achievements
of women. The day also
marks a call to action for
accelerating gender parity. Significant activity
is witnessed worldwide
as groups come together
to celebrate women’s
achievements or rally for
women’s equality”.
International Women’s
Day is also described as
one of the most important
days of the year to raise
funds for female-focused
charity, the website states.
The Ministry of Health
and Gender Affairs reminded that women are
celebrated during the entire month of March, and
this year it will be done
under the theme “Women
In Leadership - Lifting

Up Each Other, One
Woman At A Time”.

undergraduate degree in
Agricultural Sciences

The month of events begin on Sunday, March 7
at the St. Paul’s Anglican
Church.

In addition to the scholarship, on International
Women’s Day, Monday,
March 8, persons are
encouraged to wear yellow. The Women in
Construction
Group
will have a display in
Memorial Square in
Charlestown.

Permanent Secretary in
the Ministry of Health and
Gender Affairs, Latoya
Jeffers, urged persons to
attend, and to wear white.
She also revealed that at
this year’s celebration,
two scholarships are being offered for women
to pursue Agricultural
Sciences at EARTH
University in Costa Rica.
“For
International
Women’s Month, we’re
also having an advert
for women to apply for
the EARTH University
Scholarship. This scholarship is being offered
because of Women’s
Month, and we want as
many persons as possible to fill the application. The deadline was
originally February 28,
but it has been extended
to March 15th, so there is
still time for you to apply.
So please take advantage
of this opportunity. If
you have any questions,
please call the Gender
Affairs Department,” she
advised.
EARTH University will
offer two full scholarships to qualified female
applicants to complete an

There will also be an address that day, by Junior
Minister of Heath, Hon.
Hazel Brandy Williams.
Among other planned activities are:
March 23 – NonTraditional Occupation
for
Women
seminar, Gender Affairs
Conference
Room
- 9-11:30 am, under
the theme “Women in
Leadership: Choose your
Challenge”
March 25 – Women’s
Month Award Ceremony,
NEPAC - 7:30 pm - 9 pm
March 27 – Women in
Leadership Forum at St.
Paul’s Anglican Hall 9 am-1 pm; and Hats,
Gloves and Heel event.
Botanical Garden - 3 pm
March 29 – Basic
home repairs workshop - Gender Affairs
Conference Room - 5-7
pm.
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BDO, an accountancy and business advisory firm, providing audit and advisory solutions
to businesses that need to navigate today’s changing world.
Vacancy: Senior Audit Managers
Requirements:
Lead the audit fieldwork at clients in the Eastern Caribbean including St. Kitts, Nevis in accordance
with international auditing standards across various industries.
Train Staff members in IAS and IFRS Standards

Supervise overall aspect of the audit engagements and must be risk focused
Prepare and plot staff schedules based on clients’ time budgets.
Assist other BDO teams in performing certain audit procedures.
Coach and assist junior team members to achieve team objectives,
Mentor and train local Accountants on staff of BDO methodologies and software.
Review audit working papers and reports of Junior staff in accordance with the standards and BDO audit
methodology.
Complete the trainings offered by the firm.
Evaluate performance of engagement team members.
Support the engagement team through performance of substantive audit procedures.
A Demonstrated Knowledge of BDO Audit Methodology as well as technical know-hows on its audit
process and tools.
Must have at least 5 years Audit Experience from a Top Tier international public accounting firm along
with ACCA or CPA Qualifications from a recognized accounting body.

Deadline for Applications 1st March 2021
Email: claudel.romney@bdoecc.com
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From the Supervisor of Elections
Vol II Issue No 12:
The 2021 Annual Register of Voters
From the Supervisor of
Elections
Vol II Issue No 12: The
2021 Annual Register of
Voters
The
2021
Annual
Register of Voters list was
released on January 29th,
with 48,666 electors.
There were 36,309 in St.
Kitts and 12,357 in Nevis.
This represents a 4.2%
increase on the 2020
Revised Register overall, a 4.35% growth in St
Kitts and a 3.8% increase
in Nevis. Of course, this
list will be decreased
when the names of dead
persons are removed; and
may be decreased even

further depending on the
results of any objections
that are made.
Constituency # 8 (Cayon
to St Peters) climbed to
7,037 voters, representing 14.45% of all voters,
followed by Constituency
# 9 (St Johns) with 6,479
or 13.3% of voters.
These two constituencies
therefore control more
than a quarter of all voters. Constituency # 10
(Gingerland), by contrast,
has 1,783 voters or 3.7%
of voters. The smallest
constituency in St. Kitts
is #5 (Sandy Point),
containing 3,146 voters
(6.5%). What these numbers reveal is consistent

with what the previous
list was showing.
The greatest growth was
in Constituency #1 that
had an increase of 367
persons over the 2020
Revised Annual Register
of
Voters
(RARV)
or 6.4%. Next was
Constituency #8 (Cayon
to St Peters) with an increase of 353 persons
or 5.3%. Constituency
# 7 had 19 new persons
(0.5%). For Nevis, there
were 230 new persons in
Constituency #9 (3.7%
increase) and St James’/
St. Thomas’ was also very
active with 186 new registrants or a 4.8% increase.
Gingerland, Constituency

10, traditionally a slow
mover, had 37 new persons (2.1% increase).
Objections to registrants
were received in 7 of the
constituencies, 1, 3, 5, 7,
8, 9 and 11. In four of the
constituencies, 2, 4, 6 &
10, there were no objections whatsoever. There
were 495 objections total,
suggesting an “error” rate
of 1%. Put more positively, at first glance, the ARV
is 99% accurate. Besides,
of the 495 objections,
more than half - 260 or
52.5% - were objections
were claiming that the
person is dead. The remaining 235 objections
will be adjudicated by the

Registration Officers in
the next two months.
For those who are interested in information per
island, there were 239
objections in Nevis for
a suggested error rate
of 1.9%. Of these objections, 82 (34%) are
claimed to have died,
according to the objectors. Meanwhile, with
256 objections in St Kitts,
the error rate is 0.7%. and
roughly 70% of the group
had allegedly passed
away. In other words, the
Voters List is relatively
clean.
There is no requirement
to produce an annual

register for the districts
in Nevis, but for persons
who are interested, St
Paul’s has 2,204 voters, St. Johns has 4,275
voters, St Georges has
1,783 voters, St. James
has 2,470 voters and St
Thomas’ has 1,625 voters. This will become the
foundation of the Voters
list should elections be
called this year; this along
with all of the eligible
monthly activated voters from December 2020
onwards.
This is yet another way
to ensure one person gets
one vote in the right place.
,
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US seeks to Increase Pressure on Venezuela’s Maduro
Miami Herald- The
Biden
administration
is seeking ways to increase
international
pressure on Venezuelan
leader Nicolás Maduro in
order to secure a peaceful, democratic transition
of power, Secretary of
State Antony Blinken told
opposition leader Juan
Guaidó in a phone call on
Tuesday.
Blinken “stressed the
importance of a return to
democracy in Venezuela
through free and fair
elections” in their first

conversation
since
Blinken became secretary, according to State
Department spokesperson Ned Price.
“Secretary Blinken described our efforts to
work with like-minded
allies, including the
European Union, Lima
Group, Organization of
American States, and
International
Contact
Group, to increase multilateral pressure and press
for a peaceful, democratic
transition,” Price added.

The call comes at a time
when Maduro appears
to be solidifying his grip
on Venezuela, despite
U.S. sanctions and diplomatic pressure from the
European Union and a
number of Latin American
countries. Meanwhile, the
opposition has struggled
to regain its momentum,
with Guaidó sliding in
popularity and unable to
draw large crowds as he
did in years before.
Though Biden is expected to make some
adjustments to the Trump

administration’s approach
to Venezuela, Price said
the State Department
continues to recognize the
2015 National Assembly
as the last remaining
democratic institution in
Venezuela, and Guaidó as
its interim president.
In a press release issued
later Tuesday, Guaidó’s
team said Blinken reiterated U.S. commitment to
working with allies to put
an end to the suffering of
the Venezuelan population, including by increasing humanitarian aid, and
vowed to work together
to establish free and fair
elections.
“Venezuela can solve its
own problems, but only
when its people can establish a legitimate government through free and
just elections that employ
international standards of
transparency, pluralism
and auto determination,”
Guaidó said, according to
the press release.

Guaidó proclaimed himself Venezuela’s legitimate president in January
2019, a position quickly
accepted by the United
Sates and eventually more
than 50 other countries.
His term in Congress,
the basis for his claim as
Venezuela’s transitional
leader, ended in January
after the opposition boycotted a legislative election widely considered a
sham. He and other lawmakers have continued
holding sessions virtually,
but some international
actors have scaled back
their support, referring to
him as an important opposition figure rather than
interim head of state.
Maduro has begun trying to curb the opposition’s influence inside the
country as a new National
Assembly made up in
more than 95 percent by
his followers initiates investigations. The government also recently barred

Guaidó and two dozen
other lawmakers from
holding public office for
15 years.
The international community is now watching
the Biden administration
closely to see if the new
president will maintain
Donald Trump’s policy
of increasing economic
pressure or push for a
new round of talks with
Maduro that could lead
to relaxing the sanctions
already in place.
Most proponents of relaxing the sanctions argue
that they have so far failed
to oust Maduro while increasing the hardships of
a population already facing a humanitarian crisis.
Blinken and Guaidó also
discussed the “urgent humanitarian needs” created
by the Venezuelan crisis,
which has forced nearly
5.5 million Venezuelans
to flee the country.
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Six percent
vaccinated in
nine days

People waiting to be vaccinated at the Newtown Health Centre
By Loshaun Dixon

In less than two weeks
of the vaccination campaign, St. Kitts and Nevis
has already vaccinated
six percent of its population, with more than 2000
individuals
receiving
their first jab.
This is according to Chief
Medical Officer Dr.
Hazel Laws, who said
that between last Monday
and this week Tuesday,
March 2, they would have
vaccinated a total of 1356
persons in the federation.
She said on Wednesday
alone (March 3) they
vaccinated 729 persons.
“To date, we would have
vaccinated 2085 in our
federation. We would
have reached 6.3% of
our target population in a
matter of nine days.”
Dr Laws said that persons
interested in vaccination
would just have to go to
the nearest health centre,
irrespective of the priority
groups.
“This

Monday

we

received another 20,000
doses of the vaccine, and
are no longer adhering
to the priority groups as
we explained last week.
Once you are ready, once
you are empowered with
the information and you
would have made an informed decision, all you
need to do is go to the
nearest health centre and
access the vaccine.”
She said one no longer
has to call, and will get
their first dose and be
given an appointment to
come back in 10 weeks
for the second dose.
As of Wednesday, the
CMO said it has been
rolled out in Cayon,
Molineaux and St. Peter’s
health centres
“Within a day or two,
we would add Old Road,
St. Paul and Saddlers. In
Nevis, you can access the
vaccine at any of the six
health centres.”
She said they aim to build
trust and generate a demand for the vaccine, and
have been holding several
meetings with stakeholder groups.

“We are hosting these
meetings, allowing persons to have their questions answered; to have
any
misconceptions
cleared up, such that we
can empower persons to
make informed decisions,
create demand, and increase acceptance of this
vaccine.”
She said the goal is
to vaccinate the adult
population.
“It gives us an 83% risk
reduction in contracting
symptomatic COVID-19.
We are using the dosing
schedule of two doses of
this given 10 weeks apart.
The dosing schedule involves a 10-week interval
between dose one and
dose two.”
Dr. Laws said they were
targeting individuals between 18 and 80 years.
“Please note, eighty is not
a cut point, we are recommending individuals who
are over 80, that you go to
your regular physician, be
evaluated such that your
physician can give you
the nod of approval, and
take this.”
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