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Taking the profit out of crime: new 
national security strategy unveiled

Major General Stewart Saunders

By Loshaun Dixon 

A new national secu-
rity strategy has been un-
veiled by the Ministry of 
National  Security, with 
the main aim of taking 
the profit out of crime and 
creating alternative path-
ways for young people. 

Aspects of the document 
were revealed by Retired 
Major General Stewart 
Saunders, National 
Security Adviser in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, who 
said the objectives of the 
strategy are to outline 
the threats that the nation 
faces, inform the citizens, 
and provide for the rel-
evant actions necessary to 
deal with these threats.

“The document is as a 
result of extensive study 
discussions, and we have 
come up with a number 
of areas that will need 
to be addressed going 
forward.”

He said it “outlines the 
steps the government 
intends to take, to make 
sure that proper national 
security architecture is in 
place, and it will deal with 
these things”.

“It intends to take the prof-
it out of crime - that is the 
first and one of the more 
essential areas we are 
dealing with. Eradicating 
corruption in the public 
and private sectors is ex-
tremely important. There 
is a need to equip law 
enforcement agencies and 
provide them with the 
necessary legislation to 
conduct their myriad of 
tasks. Improve border se-
curity by land, air and sea, 
develop and maintain a 
proper intelligence struc-
ture, develop counter-
terrorism resilience.” 

Addressing taking the 
profit out of crime, 
Saunders said that at the 

heart of most if not all 
criminal enterprise, is a 
desire to achieve illegal 
profits. 

“The theme transcends 
all aspects of national, 
regional and international 
criminal activities, and the 
federation is no exception 
where this is concerned. 
The government is com-
mitted to finding ways 
and means of addressing 
this particular issue.”

He said the strategy will 
engage at-risk youths, 
the marginalized and the 
disenfranchised.

“It will also seek to ad-
dress victims of violence, 
and it will see that people 
are provided with the 
relevant legislation in or-
der to enact all of these 
things.”

Saunders added that it 
will tackle critical finan-
cial crimes, cybercrimes, 
and the crimes where 
making money is the pri-
mary focus, especially the 
trafficking of hard drugs, 
extortion and other areas 

Important to the strategy, 
he said, was strengthen-
ing the criminal justice 
system. 

“In strengthening the 
criminal justice system, 
it is not just a case of 
looking at the courts and 
that sort of thing. There 
are other aspects to this 
threat scenario. In many 
cases there are instances 
of abuse of authority...
however, we have to de-
velop the use of oversight 
mechanisms that will see 
to it that law enforcement 
agencies are conducting 
themselves in a proper 
manner.”

He said it was also impor-
tant to ensure law enforce-
ment agencies are trained 
and capable of acting in 

accordance with human 
rights provisions and the 
laws of the Federation 

He said social interven-
tion is part of strengthen-
ing the criminal justice 
system. 

“…The meaningful and 
targeted social interven-
tions that will be put in 
place to address the at-
risk youth, so in the future 
we don’t have the prob-
lem we have now, and we 
build throughout the com-
munity, people who are 
law-abiding and positive-
thinking contributors to 
society. The investigatory 
powers of law enforce-
ment would have to be 
improved in order to rid 
the society of corruption.”

Saunders said the ongo-
ing peace initiative with 
ex-gang members has 
created changes in their 
mindsets.

“Changes in mindsets to 
more positive outcomes 
and contributions to so-
ciety. There is no doubt 
about if one should look 

at its track record from 
March 2019 to date. We 
hope once the mindsets 
have been changed to a 
certain standard. There 
will be no refuelling of 
a particular negative ele-
ment coming up, so soci-
ety itself will end up being 
properly transformed.”

He said the goals and 
objectives will not be 
achieved overnight, and 
the strategy will have to 
be updated. 

“Crime is something that 
evolves and continues 
to evolve. Governments 
have the responsibility to 
ensure that they not only 
keep abreast, but are more 
ahead of the evolution 
of crime, as far as your 
policies and strategies are 
concerned.”

Saunders said the plans 
are not set in stone, and 
will need to be updated to 
make it a proactive strate-
gy. He said the document 
caters to a particular ap-
proach and is open to the 
public for discussion.

Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of National 
Security, Osmond Petty, 
said the document re-
ceived Cabinet approval 
to proceed, noting it had 
been a three-year process 
of recommendations and 
discussions on the way 
forward.

“It is not something to 
say this is how we are go-
ing to fight crime, it is to 
say what are the threats 
to national security in 
the Federation and the 
region, and how we deal 
with it. The approach that 
this document has taken 
is that it needs all of the 
government to address 
national security.”

He noted that national 
security involves much 
more than the gangs, al-
though that is an impor-
tant part of it.

Speaking to the impor-
tance of social interven-
tion to the strategy, Petty 
said that in the past, com-
munity programmes filled 
the void for youth when 
they were not in school.

“Prior to 1990s, St. Kitts 
and Nevis had a lot of 
community activities. 
There were 4H, Scouts, 
Anglican Young People 
Association and all kind 
of groups. When children 
came home from school, 
and on the weekends, 
they had things to do. In 
the ‘90s that left, and in 
that vacuum the gangs 
took our youths. Instead 
of going to play cricket in 
the afternoon, they ended 
up in a room somewhere 
listening to other people, 
and by the turn of the cen-
tury gangs were showing 
their faces.” 

He said the document is 
highlighting the need to 
get young people at an 
early age back into com-
munity activities.

Petty said the Ministry of 
National Security is put-
ting together programmes 
for children such as the 
Explorer groups. 

“We need a lot of activi-
ties to hold our children 
after school and on week-
ends, and prevent them 
from just waiting and sit-
ting around.”

He said the document 
also speaks to a gang re-
duction strategy.

“We have now some suc-
cesses with the alternative 
pathways programme or 
the peace initiative, but 
we need that to continue 
and develop. But to en-
sure that there is no more 
peace initiative and we 
won’t need it again, we 
would need to take hold 
of our children in an ag-
gressive way in the early 
stages.”

One option, Petty 
said, was alternative 
sentencing.

“One of the things we 
have recently done is to 
promote explorers as a 
pre-charged diversion 
programme. A child steals 
a book - instead of lock-
ing him up and carrying 
him in front of the court, 
why not give him to ex-
plorers and let them deal 
with him? There is an 
alternative way of dealing 
with it, so he doesn’t get a 
criminal record early.”

He said the idea behind 
the document is to say 
to the country, govern-
ment agencies and non-
government agencies, 
that National Security is 
about everyone coming 
together. 
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Ruling against 
Jeffers, NHLDC 

quashed at  
appeal 

By Monique Washington 

Minister of Agriculture, 
Lands, Housing, 
Cooperatives & Fisheries 
in Nevis, Alexis Jeffers, 
and the Nevis Housing 
and Land Development 
Corporation (NHLDC), 
have won an appeal 
against former General 
Manager of NHLDC 
Eustace Nisbett, who had 
previously been awarded 
close to EC$2 million.

Nisbett, who served as 
GM at NHLDC, ap-
proached the court in 
2014 claiming to be “ag-
grieved with the deci-
sion of Alexis Jeffers to 
terminate his contract of 
employment as general 
manager of the corpora-
tion, as well as the ter-
mination of a financial 
grant offered to him by 
the Cabinet of the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) to assist with his 
studies abroad”.

Nisbett was represent-
ed by attorney Patrice 
Nisbett, while Jeffers and 
NHLDC were represent-
ed by Terence Byron.

In 2019, High Court 
Judge Justice Ermin 
Moise declared that 
Nisbett’s termination was 
null and void.

Justice Moise also de-
clared that the decision 
of the NHLDC to dismiss 
Nisbett from his contract 
of employment as general 
manager of the NHLDC 
was a breach of the rules 
of natural justice and 

therefore unlawful, null, 
void, and of no effect

“… Nisbett is entitled 
to all or any disburse-
ments, salary payments 
and other remuneration 
lawfully due and owing 
to him by virtue of his 
contract of employment 
and the grant of financial 
assistance approved by 
the cabinet of the Nevis 
Island Administration; (f) 
The claimant is therefore 
entitled to damages for 
the reasons outlined,” 
Justice Moise’s decision 
stated.

The appeal court  heard 
the matter on 30th 
October 2020 before 
Her Ladyship, The Hon. 
Dame Janice M. Pereira, 
DBE, Chief Justice, Her 
Ladyship, The Hon. 
Mde. Gertel Thom, 
Justice of Appeal, and His 
Lordship, The Hon. Mr. 
Paul Webster, Justice of 
Appeal [Ag.] in the pres-
ence of Mr. Terrence V. 
Byron for the appellants 
and Mr. Patrice Nisbett 
for the respondent.

According to the official 
Judgment by the appeal 
court, “the learned judge 
erred in his determination 
of the matter. Firstly, there 
was no evidence to sup-
port the learned judge’s 
finding that the decision 
to terminate the financial 
assistance was the deci-
sion of the Minister.

“Secondly, this was a mat-
ter of private contract law. 
The remedies sought by 
Mr. Nisbett arose solely 

out of a private right in 
contract between him and 
the Corporation, and not 
because of some breach 
of a public duty placed 
upon the Corporation, 
related to the exercise of 
statutory powers which 
have been granted to the 
Corporation. 

The claim concerns con-
tractual law principles 
which attract private law 
principles and private law 
remedies. Mr. Nisbett has 
simply failed to establish 
a public law element in 
his termination that would 
bring his claim within the 
realm of public law. Mr. 
Nisbett was not a public 
officer”.

On March 4, The 
Observer spoke with at-
torney for Jeffers and the 
NHLDC, Terence Byron, 
who said that they had 
“received word” from the 
senior case manager at the 
Court of Appeal Registrar 
in St Lucia, of the delivery 
of judgment in the matter.

Byron noted that a col-
league in the BVI rep-
resented him when the 
decision was handed 
down during a Court 
of Appeal sitting in the 
British Virgin Islands 
(BVI) on the morning of 
Tuesday March 2nd. 

Byron noted that one of 
the points that they had 
argued on during the ap-
peal was that the case 
was not that of “wrongful 
dismissal” but rather, for 
judicial review.

“The case was for judi-
cial review, and judicial 
review is a particularly 
specialist sort of claim. 
One of the issues that 
we were raising is that it 
is not a matter of judicial 
review, it is a matter of, if 
anything at all, a case of 
wrongful dismissal. But 
they didn’t bring the case 

as wrongful dismissal, 
they brought it as judicial 
review. That was one of 
the main issues of con-
trivance. We were saying 
it is not a matter of judi-
cial review,” he said.

Byron said that Eustace 
Nisbett now has the op-
portunity to take the 

matter to the Privy 
Council if he chooses to.

When contacted by The 
Observer for a comment 
on the judgment, Mr. 
Nisbett claimed to have 
not seen it. The judgment 
was posted publicly on 
Tuesday afternoon.

Alexis Jeffers
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National Treasures
EDiToRiaL

EDITORIAL

There were two recent announcements in the local media concerning the 
actions of the Nevis Island Administration that were of great significance 
to the people of the Federation: one was the announcement about the 
ownership of the Bath Estate and the other was the fact that Nevis has 
entered the film industry.

The Bath Hotel, built in 1778, the first hotel built in the Caribbean, is 
now wholly owned by the people of Nevis – and by extension, the people 
of St Kitts- Nevis.  It was built during the heyday of slavery, so we can 
safely say that it was built by our forefathers.  Now it is ours, we have 
title, thanks to the astute leadership of Premier Brantley and his Cabinet, 
and the legal sleuthing of the Legal Department, led by Mrs H. Lewis.

Much must be made of the acquisition of title to this property.  It is part 
of our heritage, and now it is locally owned.  That heritage, including 
historical sites, cultural arts and our intangibles (language, traditions, 
folklore, medicines and etc) are now considered national [and natural] 
resources. They are the basis of an alternative tourism drive that allows 
us to compete with the rest of the world.  International organisations such 
as UNESCO are willing to assist financially

But first, the work must be done to make the Bath Hotel & Spa a 
National Treasures of St Kitts and Nevis in much the same way as the 
Brimstone Hill Fortress, Sprinter Kim Collins, and the Sugar Factory 
Compound have become.  Thirty-seven years after independence, our 
national identity is filling out: we have national motto, emblems, heroes 
and now treasures. There are other historic sites that must be looked at in 
similar vein to further consolidate that identity.

The second significant announcement was that MSR Media has come to 
Nevis to produce six films on the island.  Other than hiring local actors, 
they are already positively impacting the economy through property 
and car rentals, job creation, infusion of foreign exchange and massive 
publicity for the island and federation.  This could be the beginning of 
the post covid recovery era; and may give substance to the World Bank 
forecasted 4% growth of our economies

Post covid governance required exactly this, a re-imagining of the 
status quo and thinking “outside of the box”.  This is exactly what the 
Nevis Island Administration did, and the Observer wholeheartedly 
congratulates the Premier and his team on this achievement.

We wish the team success and look forward to seeing our names, our 
people and our country on the big screen soon!
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Premier Brantley: 
Pinney’s Park was 
Malcolm’s dream

By Monique Washington 

Pinney’s Park, which is 
now 55 percent com-
pleted, is on schedule to 
be opened in December 
-  a dream come true, and 
a vision of the late rep-
resentative of St. Paul’s, 

Hon. Malcolm Guishard, 
according to the Premier 
of Nevis, Hon. Mark 
Brantley.

Last Friday, Premier 
Brantley, Taiwanese 
Ambassador Tom Lee, 
Project Manager Hon. 

Michael Perkins, and 
Consultant at the Taiwan 
Technical Mission in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Vincent 
Lai, toured the grounds of 
Pinney’s Park.

Plans for the project be-
gan in 2014. The US$2.2 

million project is jointly 
funded by the Republic 
of China (Taiwan) 
and the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA), 
and broke ground in 2019. 

The 14-acre park, when 
completed, will feature 
a service centre, wooden 

stage, multi-use large 
event space, elevated 
boardwalk, jogging path, 
picnic area, restrooms 
and pavilion, splash pads, 
children playground, bas-
ketball half-court, park-
ing lots and food court 
and bars. The park will 
also have its own water 
source, as a tank will be 
built underground to sup-
ply the park and users.

Speaking with The 
Observer following the 
tour, Brantley said that 
seeing the project nearing 
completion is a humbling 
feeling, and the project 
was the foresight of the 
late Mr. Guishard.

“It has been a very long 
road. The idea for this 

park was really Malcolm 
Guishard’s. I feel very 
humbled to bring his vi-
sion to fruition. He is no 
longer with us, but these 
are the types of ideas that 
serve generations,” he 
said.

Brantley noted that though 

the project has been in the 
pipeline for many years, 
he has “always believed 
in it”. He noted that he 
was “ very happy that af-
ter many stops and starts, 
the Taiwanese had come 
to the NIA’s assistance.

 “This project will repre-
sent tangible evidence of 
the relation between St 
Kitts Nevis and Taiwan,” 
he said. 

Brantley noted that when 
the project is completed, 
the Park will be a place 
for families, the people 
of Nevis in general, and 
tourists, to come and re-
lax. He noted that though 
the Park may create an 

economic impact, the ma-
jor effect will be the qual-
ity of life

“For me, it is a hum-
bling experience. I think 
the spin-off will go well 
beyond the economic 
impact. The spin-off is 
quality of life. We see in 

major countries around 
the world, every emphasis 
on leisure and being able 
to provide an environ-
ment where people can 
relax. Stress is a killer. 
The idea is to create a 
space where you have 
views of the mountain, 
views of the ocean that is 
welcoming. We feel that it 
can become a major tour-
ist attraction as well. So it 
will be of kind of mixed 
uses.

“It is about the quality of 
life, and that the people of 
Nevis and St. Kitts could 
have something that they 
are really proud of, and 
is a testament to our dip-
lomatic relationship with 
Taiwan,” he said.

“it has been a very long road. The 
idea for this park was really Malcolm 
Guishard’s. i feel very humbled to 
bring his vision to fruition. He is no 
longer with us, but these are the types 
of ideas that serve generations,” 

Premier Brantley, Taiwanese Ambassador Tom Lee,  
Project Manager Hon. Michael Perkins, 
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agriculture Department cancels 
open Day; agro Fest to take its place 

By Monique Washington 

The Department of 
Agriculture’s annual 
Open Day has been can-
celled again this year, but 
a new smaller event, Agro 
Fest, which will be hosted 
in just three weeks.

Last year, the 
Department’s two-day 
Open Day event was can-
celled due to COVID-19. 
Open Day is hosted in 
March of every year. 

In 2019 the event saw 
close to 10,000 persons 
attending.

The first of its kind, 
Agro Fest will be hosted 
at the Villa Ground in 
Charlestown on March 
26, from 7 am-10 pm. All 
COVID-19 rules will be 
observed. The theme for 
the event is “Eat Locally. 
Boost Immunity.”

The Observer spoke with 
Director of Agriculture, 
Randy Elliott, who noted 

that due to the cancella-
tion of the Open Day last 
year, farmers and the gen-
eral public continued to 
look forward to a similar 
event.  

Elliott noted that the dif-
ference between Agro 
Fest and Open Day, is that 
Agro Fest will be a bit 
smaller and will be hosted 
in one day.

“You would not be seeing 
all of the normal displays. 
Farmers will be there, the 
technical team from the 
department will be there, 
IICA and ROC will be 
there, food and a bar, and 
light entertainment will 
be there as well. We have 
room for about 25 ven-
dors,” he said, comparing 
it to the over 50 vendors 
that attend the DOA’s 
Open Day.

Elliott said that prepara-
tions have been going 
well, and highlighted 
what patrons can look 

forward to.

“Farmers have been look-
ing for Open Day. The 
fact that we are not having 
Open Day, and instead 
Agro Fest, our farmers 
have been preparing. We 
should be seeing quite 
a bit of melons, pump-
kins, tomatoes, peppers, 
cabbage, local Tania, 
potatoes onion, and the 
abattoir will be there as 
well,” he informed.

Elliott pointed out that 
events such as Agro Fest 
and Open Day give the 
general public the oppor-
tunity of seeing who is 
producing their food.

“You would know the 
farmer, where the farm 
is, and what exactly you 
are consuming. It builds 
that level of trust; it builds 
those relationships be-
tween the consumer and 
the producer.  As we still 
try to reduce our import 
bill, also remember when 
you buy something that 
is imported you have no 
idea where it came from. 
You have no clue how 

long it was harvested. Or 
what procedures were 
put in place to ensure 
that it stays fresh when it 
reaches you. When you 
buy local produce you 
know it is fresh. When it 
reaches you, you know 

that that local produce 
was harvested in the last 
three days,” he said.

Elliott said that the theme 
‘Eat Locally. Boost 

Immunity’ encourages 
people to “try to stay 
healthy, try to eat properly 
and eat locally. It’s only 
through local consump-
tion that you really know 
what is in your food.”

‘Eat Locally. Boost immunity’  
encourages people to “try to stay 

healthy, try to eat properly  
and eat locally. 

Case Number :NEVHCV2021/0032

Submitted Date:05/03/2021 15:07

Filed Date:05/03/2021 15:07

Fees Paid:4.00
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By Loshaun Dixon  

With countries around 
the globe now deep into 
COVID-19 vaccination 
campaigns, questions 
now arise whether such 
vaccination would be 
required for international 
travel.

According to CTV, 
Canadian Health Minister 
Patty Hajdu says that dis-
cussions about introduc-
ing some form of vaccine 
passport are “very live” 
among the G7 countries.

“We’re certainly work-
ing on the idea of vaccine 
passports with our G7 
partners. I was on a call 
with my G7 health min-
ister counterparts just a 
couple of weeks ago, and 
that is a very live issue,” 
Hajdu said in an inter-
view on CTV’s ‘Question 
Period’.

Some European coun-
tries have begun to sig-
nal they’ll be requesting 
proof of immunization 
against COVID-19 to al-
low foreign travellers to 
enter, in a similar way to 
how nations like Canada 
are requiring non-essen-
tial visitors to show a pre-
departure negative test.

CEO of the St. Kitts 
Tourism Authority, 
Raquel Brown, said that 
there are already some 
vaccine requirements 
in place as it relates to 
Yellow Fever.

“We already have these 
requirements in place for 
Yellow Fever for persons 
who usually travel to cer-
tain countries in South 

America and Africa.”

She said with COVID-19 
set to be around for quite 
awhile yet, the vaccine 
would be imperative for 
international travel.

“We do have to have the 
vaccine. Do I think it will 
become a requirement 
for travel? I do think at 
some point it will, but I 
think it will be a phased 
approach.”

Brown said it will also be 
important for airlines and 
cruise lines to manage the 
spread.

“I think also for airlines 
and for cruise lines…
for them to manage the 
spread and not to be the 
responsible carrier of 
COVID-19, they are also 
going to require it, as they 
do for persons travelling 
by air for yellow fever. 

“Odyssey of the Sea is 
set to set sail in Israel in 
May, and they are already 
requiring persons 16 and 
over to be all vaccinated, 
and are promoting the 
cruise as an all-vaccina-
tion cruise. We are seeing 
it in different parts of the 
world...of it happening, 
so I do think it will come 
into play.”

Dr. Delores Stapleton-
Harris, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Health, said that the 
pandemic is evolving, 
and there are many re-
quirements globally. She 
believes that based on the 
trends and patterns, the 
COVID vaccine will be a 
requirement.

“If they are vaccinating 
their people inside their 
country, I suspect they 
wouldn’t want anyone to 
enter their country with-
out vaccination or proof 
of vaccination.”

She said here in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, all who have 
been vaccinated have 
been issued a card that 
is a part of PAHO and 
WHO requirements.

“The card should be kept 
safely and securely to ac-
commodate that kind of 
requirement.” 

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris said that 
vaccination cards or vac-
cination passports are be-
coming a requirement for 
international travel. 

“That certainly is on the 
discussion table in many 
centres of the world at 
this particular moment 
in time. We know Israel 
right now is one of the 
leaders in the build-out of 
vaccinations around the 
world.”

Dr Harris said that the 
government of India is 
in negotiations with sev-
eral countries for accep-
tance of its vaccination 
programme. 

“That is a certificate being 
used as good evidence, 
or reliable evidence, that 
a person has been vac-
cinated. They are having 
these discussions with a 
number of countries to 
which their citizens will 
frequently travel. Things 
are evolving.”

Will vaccine 
passports be a  

requirement for 
travel?

The Board of Governors of the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College invites applications from 
suitably qualified persons to fill the following full-time position with effect from May 1, 2021: 

 
MAINTENANCE OFFICER 

 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Applicants must possess a minimum of three (3) years of experience in general building 
maintenance. 

• Certification in construction, plumbing, air conditioning, electrical installation, masonry, 
carpentry or joinery would be considered an asset. 

 
Main Duties 
To perform routine maintenance and repairs to all College buildings. To provide oversight of the 
custodial staff. To assist with managing college projects.  
 

• Prepare and implement a maintenance plan for the upkeep of college facilities 
• Perform routine preventative maintenance and minor repairs 
• Liaise with and monitor contractors performing maintenance and repairs to college facilities 
• Complete daily, weekly and monthly checklists on maintenance requests 
• Maintain records of scheduled maintenance procedures and maintenance/repairs performed 
• Respond to emergency calls for maintenance and repairs and resolve them in a timely manner 
• Receive maintenance and repair requests from staff and obtain quotations from vendors 
• Lead the Workshop/Maintenance technicians with general maintenance and repairs 
• Provide supervisory oversight for maintenance and custodial staff 
• Any other related duties requested by the President. 
 

Applications from qualified applicants should include: 
• Letter of Application 
• Curriculum Vitae 
• Police Record 
• Official academic certificates, transcripts and other relevant documents (certified copies) 
• Two references with telephone and e-mail addresses 

                                                                                                                                       
Salary: 
Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience and in accordance with the current 
salary structure at the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College.  
 
All application documents should be scanned and submitted as one email file to:  
   

boardofgovernors@cfbc.edu.kn  
    

and     addressed to 
The Chairman of the Board  
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College, 
P.O. Box 268, Burdon Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts 
 
The deadline for receipt of applications is March 31, 2021. Late applications will not be 
acknowledged.   
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Mathematics
Language of God

Echoed by Mr. alan Kaye. Scribed by Perryette Peets

Dear James Buchanan, 

I congratulate your noble 
enterprise to memorialise 
and celebrate our happy, 
happy days and thank 
you for the honour to 
participate.

What I remember well 
about you is that you 
played the piano fluently 
by ear. I refer to the piano 
that was in the assem-
bly hall of the western 
campus of the Basseterre 
High School (BHS).  I al-
ways wondered why you 
never played for morning 
worship. 

A second vivid memory 
of you highlights the dis-
tinction that we shared. 
That of been the two 
smallest male students in 
our first form class. That 
is, class 1B that com-
menced September 1968 
and was homed in the 
room at the South East 
end of the Picard Wing.   
The memorable occasion 
was when the late Mr. 
Vincent Innis, our wood- 
work teacher held you by 
the ankles in his left hand, 
lifted you into the air and 
with his right hand swat-
ted your behind with a 
Tenon saw.

That incident parallels 
the most memorable 
school- days incident I 
have of myself because 
it too was about my 
left-handed lift up by a 
teacher that demonstrated 
our shared small -boy dis-
tinction. Propitiously, my 
left-handed lift up also 
sparked my most pro-
found intuition about the 
dynamics of Nature,  Life 
and God. I am compelled 
to relate it here and now.     

My profound intuition 
was that Mathematics is 
the most accurate evalu-
ator of the linkages be-
tween cause and effect, 
thoughts and intentions, 
life and reality. The co-
ordinated sum of such 

connections is conscious-
ness. Over the years I 
honed my intuition by in-
vestigating the arithmetic 
logic of the relationships 
between Conventional, 
Binary and Unitary num-
ber systems. I call my 
intuitive pursuit Quantum 
Phenomics (QP).  A field 
of study that is allied to 
Artificial Intelligence, 
Trigonometry and 
Theology. The main ob-
jective of QP is to devise 
a scientifically verifi-
able, fact-based, logical, 
cognition- framework. 

 Recall that we were 
taught Binary in form 
1B at the BHS. Mr. Allan 
Kaye (British Volunteer 
Servant Overseas) from 
England was our math 
teacher. The text was enti-
tled Mathematics through 
Experience. My most 
profound memory from 
all my years at school 
occurred when I was the 
only student who had not, 
as instructed earlier that 
week, acquired a graph 
exercise book in prepara-
tion for Mr. Kaye’s intro-
ductory lesson on graphs. 
When asked aloud, so 
the whole class could 
hear, why I did not have a 
graph book, I calmly con-
ceded that my mother did 
not yet have the money 
(35 cents) to purchase the 
book. Most likely I would 
get it on the week end. 
It was a Thursday. Mr. 
Kaye was indignant. His 
left hand grabbed me mid 
chest, jacked my eyes 
on level to his whilst his 
right hand shovelled 35 
cents from his pocket and 
slapped the silver coins 
on my desk.  Still gripped 
in eye-lock he sternly ad-
monished that I buy the 
graph book from SPCK 
Book Shop after school 
that afternoon. 

I say with sincerity and 
heartfelt gratitude that 
due to Mr. Kaye’s dra-
matic demonstration of 
undeserved kindness that 

henceforth I associate 
Math with the positives in 
life.  Negatives and dys-
functions result when our 
Math is deficient. On that 
perception I religiously 
persevered through 
school with Math. I was 
bitterly disappointed 
when Math was my only 
failure at Cambridge 
O level examinations. 
Consequently, I was not 
permitted to take the sub-
ject in sixth form. 

I was bitter because I 
blamed my failure in 
said Math exam on the 
visceral convulsion that 
erupted when I over-
lapped my conviction that 
it is heresy that the x and 
y intersect on a graph is 
designated zero, with Mr. 
Kaye’s assuagement that 
the o at the x and y inter-
sect represents origin, not 
zero.  Of course! God, 
the Almighty One is the 
Ultimate Origin. So why 
misrepresent God, the 
Omnipresent One, with 
zero, nothing. Logically, 
conventional counting, 
the old order, the old 
system of things is funda-
mentally flawed and dys-
functional. Not in sync 
with God, nature and life. 
So too is conventional 
Math and every ideology, 
philosophy and cognition 
rooted in it.

 There are several re-
markable progressions of 
this story.  On July 10th 
1969 Mr. Kaye married 
. Andrea Warren (the 
salesperson from whom I 
purchased the graph book 
at SPCK Book-shop) at 
the St. Peters Anglican 
Church.  Mr. Allan Kaye 
and Mrs. Andrea Kaye 
(nee Warren) now live 
in majestic paradise on 
Nevis, Queen of the 
Caribbean.

 Mr. Kaye taught 
Sheyenne, my daughter 
at the Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College. Before 
knowing that he was my 

first, most inspirational 
math teacher in high 
school, she related to me 
that she was impressed 
by his dramatic, impact-
ful teaching method. That 
is how I learned that Mr. 
Kaye had returned home 
to St. Kitts and Nevis. 
Sheyenne is a math 
teacher. 

 The Binary number sys-
tem that Mr. Kaye taught 
us in first form is central 
to my inspired, robust 
appreciation of Quantum 
Phenomics (QP). As al-
luded above QP is the 
statistical evaluation of 
correlations between 
abstract and physical 
realms. And this pursuit 
has significantly contrib-
uted to my being a ful-
filled, joyful human. 

I pray that every person 
who is challenged by 
poverty or privation of 
any kind is not shamed 
nor dismayed by his/her 
apparent disadvantage. 
Overcoming such adver-
sities is a ticket to spiri-
tual paradise.  The life of 
Christ Jesus is irrefutable 
proof that one does not 
require enormous riches, 
dominance and prestige 
to attain fullness of pur-
pose.  He advised, happy 
are those who are ever 
mindful of their need 
to be more spiritual (ra-
tional and empathetic) 
human-beings. 

Also, I pray that we do 
not hold back from doing 
good to those to whom it 
is owing when it is in the 
power of our hands to do 
it.  

Dedicated with love to 
Mr. and Mrs Kaye.

Ps. Other noteworthy 
math teachers Mr Coulton 
Elmes, Mr Wemworth 
Rogers, Mr Sydney 
Osbourne,Mr Foss and 
Mr Cordingly.
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Former Minister of 
Tourism in St Kitts and 
Nevis and current presi-
dent of Cricket West 
Indies Ricky Skerritt has 
bowled off his campaign 
for re-election for the 
post, revealing an updated 
10-point plan to further 
grow cricket in the region 

Skerritt and Vice President 
Dr Kishore Shallow said 
they were committed to 
the ‘Cricket First’ policy, 
which guided their first 
term in office. 

They were nominated by 
the same two Territorial 
Boards who first advo-
cated for their candida-
cies in 2019, the Leeward 
Islands Cricket Board 
(LICB) and the Trinidad 
& Tobago Cricket Board 
(TTCB).

Skerritt and Shallow 
said they have already 
received formal advice 
of support from the 
Windward Islands Cricket 
Board (WICB), and 
predict similar support 
from the Jamaica Cricket 
Association (JCA) for the 
March 28 election.

In announcing the re-elec-
tion bid, President Skerritt 
said that he will continue 
to lead the fight for organ-
isational modernisation, 
including greater trans-
parency, accountability, 
and partnership with all 
stakeholders, designed to 
support and prepare for 
achieving the best pos-
sible on-field results.

“Some people seem to 
believe that the CWI 

Boardroom is a type of 
Parliament where their 
only job is to oppose or 
resist any decision that 
doesn’t directly benefit 
them individually. Sadly, 
both of our election op-
ponents are strong pro-
ponents of that same 
antiquated, self-centred, 
and confrontational 
mindset”

Skerritt said the CWI 
2021 leadership election 
provides another oppor-
tunity for cricket lovers to 
think seriously about who 
is best suited to champion 
the bigger cause of West 
Indies Cricket.

“Two years ago, the 
Skerritt-Shallow partner-
ship introduced our Ten 
(10)-Point ‘Cricket First’ 
Plan, which has become 
the improvement mantra 
of our stewardship. As we 
now approach the com-
pletion of a very challeng-
ing but productive first 
term, we are upgrading 
that plan. We are proud 
of the numerous transfor-
mational changes which 
are already taking place 
at CWI based on that very 
plan, some of the points 
are now self-sustaining in 
their implementation, but 
some points still need our 
direct attention. We are 
therefore pleased to let the 
Caribbean public know 
that we will be seeking 
re-election to a second 
term of the CWI offices 
of President and Vice 
President based on an up-
dated Ten-Point plan.”

Skerrit said the 10-Point 
‘Cricket First’ Plan 
has continued to be 
the foundation of the 

Skerritt-Shallow steward-
ship of CWI and identi-
fied ten new priorities that 
will now constitute their 
upgraded ‘Cricket First 
Plus’ plan for their second 
term in office.

• Greater invest-
ment in Grassroots 
Cricket, in partnership 
with Governments

• Expansion of the 
Coaching Education pro-
gram to reach over 1000 
Foundation Level volun-
teer coaches across the re-
gion, to include teachers 
and parents

• Review of the 
Regional Professional 
Franchise System, to im-
prove standards and to 
generate a more sustain-
able cricket and learning 
culture.

• Increased Fan 
engagement, with com-
mercial benefits

• Greater interna-
tional exposure for U23, 
Emerging and A-team 
players

• Implementation 
of a Master Plan for CCG 
as the hub of a Regional 
H i g h - P e r f o r m a n c e 
System, that includes a 
network of Academies 
across the region.

• Optimum use of 
Science and Technology 
geared towards signifi-
cant gains in productivity 
on all operational fronts

• Development of 
a Financial Sustainability 
Plan, to include increased 
support for Territorial 

Boards, on an incentiv-
ised basis.

• Establishment 
of a Past-Players 
Consultative Foru

• Strategic collab-
oration with the owners of 
CPL to achieve mutually 
desired cricket and com-
mercial outcomes.

Skerritt and Shallow said 
they continue to be the 
“leadership team that is 
best suited to continue 
the important work that 
we have started together, 
on behalf of the needs of 
West Indies cricket”.

Skerritt and Shallow will 
be challenged by the 
Secretary of the Guyana 
Cricket Board, Anand 

Sanasie. Sanasie has been 
a Director of Cricket West 
Indies over the last decade 
and is the Chief Executive 
Officer of Cricket Guyana 
Inc.

Calvin Hope, the Vice-
president of the Barbados 
Cricket Association, is 
in the running for the 
Cricket West Indies Vice-
president post.

Skerritt: We are the  
best for Wi cricket

President of Cricket West Indies Ricky Skerritt
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SKN women celebrated as  
‘Pillars of Survival’

By Loshaun Dixon 

Women in St. Kitts and 
Nevis and around the 
world were duly cel-
ebrated on Monday, as 
the global community 
observed International 
Women’s Day. In St. Kitts 
and Nevis, the role wom-
en have played in manag-
ing and responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
was highlighted.

The theme for this 
year’s UN International 
Women’s Day was 
“Women in Leadership: 
Achieving an equal future 
in a COVID-19 world.”

Minister of Health Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett, in her ad-
dress on the occasion, 
said that at this important 
time of year (International 
Women’s Day) they want 
to recognize the impor-
tant role women play in 
leading the Kittitian and 
Nevisian society.

“I can proudly say that 
all women can have a 
future that is sustainable 
and with equal rights 
and opportunities for all. 
Every day I see amaz-
ing work being done by 
powerful women across 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
within my own constitu-
ency, from opening new 
businesses to leading our 
communities.”

She said while they are 
recognizing women in 
leadership across the 
world on international 
women’s day, women 
in local communi-
ties who are achieving 
an equal footing in St 
Kitts and Nevis must be 
remembered. 

“I am proud to be part of 
a government that is com-
mitted to true equality for 
women here in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. Prior to the 
COVID pandemic, there 
were more jobs and op-
portunities for women 
here in the federation, 

particularly for young 
women. There were more 
women in work than at 
any time in our recent 
history.”

Byron-Nisbett hailed the 
women who led the way 
in the successes against 
COVID-19.

“Women of St. Kitts and 
Nevis have played a lead-
ing role in our federation’s 
fight against COVID-19, 
which is why we have 
been so successful in 
our management and re-
sponse to the pandemic.

“Our Chief Medical 
Officer is a woman, our 
Financial Secretary is 
a woman, our Cabinet 
Secretary is a woman, our 
nurses, frontline work-
ers, carers, all these oc-
cupations are made up 
predominantly of women. 
It is their leadership and 
their commitment to the 
frontline that is keeping 
us all safe.”

She acknowledged that 
more is to be done to cre-
ate equal opportunity for 
all.

“As we look to build a 
stronger, safer future for 
St. Kitts and Nevis, we 
can only achieve this with 
the talent and experience, 
and the ambition of our 
strong women here in our 
federation.”

She said the government 
was committed to ensur-
ing that women have the 
opportunity to lead the 
nation to a brighter future 

“This is the time for us 
to put our hands up, and 
stand up, and take our seat 
at the table - bring your 
own chair if you have to; 
it is time for us to take a 
stand and do our part.” 

“YOUR TURN WILL 
COME”

Minister of Gender 
Affairs in the Nevis Island 

Administration, Hazel 
Brandy-Williams, saluted 
women everywhere for 
the excellent work they 
have been doing around 
the world.

“As we continue to push 
for progress your turn will 
come.”

She said when she be-
came a junior minister she 
developed an interest in 
gender, and made gender 
equality her platform 

“In 2015, when the United 
Nations launched the 17 
sustainable development 
goals and development 
agenda, I was ready to go; 
my platform was already 
set. The platform was my 
driving force for organiz-
ing training for women 
not only in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, but regionally and 
internationally. In 2013 
and 2014, we organized 
conferences just for wom-
en empowerment.”

“In 2017, we hosted the 
first biannual conference 
for women and girls - a 
sub-regional forum - and 
we looked at sustain-
able development goal 
4 - quality education and 
5 - gender equality.”

She reiterated her passion 
for gender and all things 
related to gender equality.

 “That is why I sought to 
bring those conferences 
to the forefront, not only 
to benefit women from 
Nevis and St. Kitts but the 
region as a whole .”

Brandy-Williams said 
during her eight-year 
tenure as a parliamentar-
ian she has participated at 
many regional and inter-
national forums.

“Worthy of note is 
the Commonwealth 
Women’s Forum held 
in London in 2018 and 
the Women’s Affairs 
Ministers’ Conference 
held in Nairobi, Kenya, in 

2019.”

 She said her experiences 
have been translated into 
many projects and pro-
grams she has initiated 
here. 

AN EQUAL FUTURE

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris said all 
women should have a 
future that is sustainable, 
peaceful, and with equal 
rights and opportunities.

 “As a father of two young 
women, I want a world 
where my daughters not 
only reach their full po-
tential, but are supported 
in doing so by all in soci-
ety. I am proud to lead a 
government that is com-
mitted to true equality for 
women here in St Kitts 
and Nevis and throughout 
the world.”

 Similar to the junior 
minister, he reflected on 
the fact that prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
there were more jobs and 
more opportunities for 
women in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, particularly for 
young women.

“Indeed, prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
there were more women 
in the workplace than at 
any time in our recent 
history.  We have created 
those jobs and those op-
portunities before - and 
we will do it again.”

 He hailed the female ex-
pertise that has guided the 
Federation through the 
pandemic.

“One of the reasons our 
small country (St. Kitts 
and Nevis) is fighting 
COVID-19 so success-
fully and rebuilding our 
economy so quickly, is 
because of the leader-
ship role women have 
been playing in our 
COVID-19 management 

and response.”

 Dr Harris said St. Kitts 
was a global model of the 
impact women in leader-
ship can have on positive 
results 

 “I say to the global com-
munity, you only need to 
look at St Kitts and Nevis 
to see women’s leader-
ship in action, and to see 
the strong results that are 
being delivered during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

 “It is their tireless efforts, 
their skill and determi-
nation that have been 
steadily taking us through 
this COVID-19 crisis, 
and onward to a stronger, 
safer future.”

He hailed nurses,  front-
line workers and caregiv-
ers, noting that all these 
occupations are made up 
predominantly of women.

“ It is their leadership and 
their commitment to the 
frontline that is keeping 
us safe.

“To you all, I say thank 
you on behalf of our be-
loved country. Thank 
you for your leadership 
at home, in our commu-
nities, at the workplaces, 
and in the wider economy 
and society of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.”

 The prime minister said 
the government has al-
ways been committed to 
equality and equity for all.

 “We are making a good 
start, but there is much, 
much more that needs to 
be done.

On this International 
Women’s Day, I make 
this commitment, as your 
Prime Minister and as 
a father of two daugh-
ters. As we rebuild our 
Federation post-COV-
ID-19, it will be an equal 
future.  It will be a future 
that draws on the talent, 
the experience and the 

ambition of our strong 
and capable women here 
in St Kitts and Nevis.”

STANDING AT THE 
FOREFRONT

 Minister of Gender 
Affairs Eugene Hamilton 
said the International 
Women’s Day theme 
honours women and girls 
in their efforts of shap-
ing an equitable future, 
and also honours them 
for their push to help the 
world recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic 

“Women are standing at 
the forefront of the crisis 
as healthcare workers, 
caregivers, community 
organizers and innova-
tors. My ministry and the 
government, we are proud 
of the women and girls in 
our federation, especially 
now of those putting the 
needs of this country 
ahead of their own.”

He indicated that today 
more than ever, women 
have shown the knowl-
edge and skills to help the 
world navigate and re-
cover from the pandemic. 

“They have greatly im-
pacted the difficult deci-
sions that governments 
have had to make, and 
therefore it is no surprise 
that most of the coun-
tries successful so far in 
curbing COVID-19 are 
headed at the technical, 
scientific and political 
levels by women.

“At this point, I want to 
applaud all women who 
engage in ensuring the 
safety and health of our 
citizens and residents.”

Hamilton acknowledged 
that in order to overcome 
inequality, both men and 
women must share the 
responsibility. He also en-
couraged all women and 
girls to pursue their dream 
and never give up.
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CoNCEPT To
CREaTioN

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts — Her Excellency 
Lilian Chatterjee, High 
Commissioner of 
Canada to St. Kitts and 
Nevis presented her 
Letter of Introduction to 
Prime Minister, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, during a virtually 
ceremony on March 10.

High Commissioner 
Chatterjee noted that she 
is proud to be the rep-
resentative to St. Kitts 
and Nevis and reflected 
briefly on the relationship 
of both countries. She 
pointed out that “St. Kitts 
and Nevis and Canada 
share a history of friend-
ship that is strong and 
abiding.

“Our two countries enjoy 
warm relations based on 
people-to-people ties 
and we share the dis-
tinction of both being 
colonized by the British 
and the French,” said HE 
Chatterjee. “Canada will 
stand with St. Kitts and 
Nevis and CARICOM 
in fighting the pandemic 
to overcome the negative 
impact of COVID-19 
globally.

“As a community of na-
tions, we must look to 
build back better, build-
ing in more resilience 
into the international 

financial system and 
more justice and equity 
for small island states,” 
she said. “The crisis has 
exposed the fragility of 
global value chains and 
inequity of market access 
including access to cen-
tral goods like personal 
protective equipment and 
lately, vaccines. We must 
tackle these challenges 
as friends, partners and 
neighbours.”

H.E. Chatterjee added 
that Canada and St. Kitts 
and Nevis will con-
tinue to work together in 
other areas to strengthen 
relations.

“We will continue to 
work together sharing ex-
periences and technical 
expertise in public finan-
cial management, gender 
equality, justice sector 
reform, customs and se-
curity cooperation,” said 
the high commissioner. 
“We are making substan-
tial investments in the 
capital of the Caribbean 
Development Bank. I am 
confident that Canada 
and St. Kitts and Nevis 
will continue to work to-
gether as friends towards 
a more prosperous, safe 
and secure hemisphere.”

Prime Minister Harris 
welcomed H.E. 
Chatterjee adding that the 

government looks for-
ward to working closely 
with her.

Also commenting on 
COVID-19 impacts on 
the Caribbean, Dr. Harris 
noted that the pandemic 
“significantly under-
mined economies.” He 
noted that St. Kitts and 
Nevis continues to find 
ways to stimulate the 
economy and welcomes 
assistance from Canada.

“We are seeking 
Canada’s support as a 
good friend, as a country 
with which we have had 
very healthy relations, a 
country that we believe 
share the same values 
and a country to which 
our people have… been 
making significant con-
tributions there,” said Dr. 
Harris.

Dr. Harris reiterated that 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
Canada share a “strong 
belief in democracy, rule 
of law, of course, in the 
free enterprise system” 
while stating that the 
Federation looks forward 
to continued bilateral 
relations with Canada 
as both countries work 
together for the greater 
good.

 
 

 
 
 
 
The St. Christopher & Nevis Social Security Board invites applications from suitably 
qualified persons to fill the post of Maintenance Technician. 
 
The successful applicant will oversee the maintenance of the building of the Social Security 
Board building on Nevis.    
 
APPLICANTS SHOULD POSSESS THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS AND 
JOB SKILLS 
 

• At minimum, a recognised certification in building construction or engineer 
certification and maintenance techniques.  

• Electrical, plumbing, air-conditioning and refrigeration skills  
• Good numeracy and literacy ability 
• Must be physically fit 
• Ability to communicate effectively both in writing and orally 
• Ability to complete multiple tasks to deadlines  
• Professional demeanour 
• At least 5 years work experience in maintenance of a multi-storied building 
 

MAIN DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 
 

• Must submit periodic reports  
• Monitor and ensure the excellent maintenance of the property 
• Ensure full maintenance of equipment and air conditioning unit 
• Provide reliable advice on building maintenance and improvements 

 
Interested persons are asked to submit application to the following address by 19th March 
2021. 
 
The Director  
Social Security Board 
P.O. Box 79 
Bay Road 
Basseterre 
St Kitts 

  High Commissioner  
of Canada presents 

Letter of introduction 
to Federation

Her Excellency Lilian Chatterjee, High Commissioner of Canada to  
St. Kitts and Nevis.
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NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (March 11, 2021) 
– More than 30 staff 
from the School Meals 
Programme on Nevis 
took part in the first of a 
series of training sessions 
hosted by the Department 
of Education in the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) in preparation 
for a new initiative in 
the school feeding pro-
gramme.  It was held at 
the Charlestown Primary 
School’s cafeteria on 
March 10, 2021.

Mrs. Renell Daniel, 
School Meals Coordinator 
in the Department of 
Education explained that 
the training is designed 
to prepare the cooking 
staff to offer a variety of 
international dishes in an 
initiative dubbed “Tour 
Around the World”, 
which follows from “Tour 
Around the Caribbean” 
which focussed on 
Caribbean dishes. It was 
introduced in the second 
school term.

“In Term III we are go-
ing to “Tour Around the 
World” and we are going 
to offer different types 
of food combinations as 
well as stopping at differ-
ent countries in the world, 
and today we have Chef 
Henville who is going to 
be training our cooks as 
to do fish – Mahi-mahi 
as well as a salad with 
vegetables…

 “He’s been working with 
our cooks throughout the 
term and today is no dif-
ferent where he will be 
working with our cooks, 
training them as to how 
to cook these meals and 
make them more child-
friendly as well as tasty,” 
she said.

 Ms. Wendy Tsai, a 
volunteer Nutritionist 
from Taiwan who is at-
tached to the School 
Meals Programme will 
be among the trainers. 
She will teach the partici-
pants how to prepare Stir 
Fried Beef Noodles and 
Spring rolls when the tour 
“stops” in Taiwan.

Mrs. Daniel also spoke on 
how the upcoming train-
ing sessions will be done 
and commended partici-
pants for readily accept-
ing the training.

“You will see that we 
have different chefs as 
well and different res-
taurants come in. We are 
also planning with Indian 
Summer when we stop in 
India, and we have other 
places that we will stop 
on our journey around the 
world…

“We applaud our cooks 
for being willing and open 
to the menu changes… 
we applaud our cooks for 
taking this journey with 
us, and joining the School 
Meals Programme in 
helping our children de-
velop healthy lifestyles,” 
she said.

The School Meals 
Coordinator noted that 
the department continues 
to move forward with the 
feeding programme and 
is constantly reviewing 
meals prepared in an ef-
fort to make them better 
and tastier for students.

Chef Michael Henville, 
Executive Chef and Food 
and Nutrition Specialist 
with the School Meals 
Programme, used the op-
portunity to commend 
the participants for their 
interest.

“Today we are going to 
do a quick simple and 
easy pan seared Mahi 
Mahi with a little bit of 
a citrus and butter sauce 
with a pumpkin salad. I 
want to applaud all of our 
cooks here today that’s 
giving of their time to 
learn these new dishes, 
and to try something new 
and to also educate the 
kids on these new healthy 
dishes that we are trying 
with them.

“So I really applaud them, 
and really just…mov-
ing the School Meals 
Programme forward…in 
a better and newer direc-
tion,” he said.

At the end of the training 
sessions the participants 
will have the opportu-
nity to recreate the new 
dishes for students at the 
schools on Thursday of 
each week, to expose 
them to different tastes 
and flavours from around 
the world. Students will 
also have the opportunity 
to learn briefly about the 
country the dish origi-
nates from.

END

Photo caption: Chef 
Michael Henville, 
Executive Chef and Food 
and Nutrition Specialist 
with the Nevis Island 
Administration’s School 
Meals Programme, train-
ing cooking staff in meal 
preparation for a “Tour 
Around the World” initia-
tive for primary school 
students at a session at 
the Charlestown Primary 
School’s cafeteria on 
March 10, 2021

Photo caption: Chef 
Michael Henville, 
Executive Chef and Food 
and Nutrition Specialist 
with the School Meals 
Programme and Mrs. 
Renell Daniel, School 
Meals Coordinator in the 
Department of Education 
at the Charlestown 
Primary School’s cafete-
ria on March 10, 2021,

ahead of the first training 
session for cooking staff 
at the primary schools on 
Nevis

Photo caption: School 
Meals Programme cook-
ing staff just before the 
start of a hands-on training 
session at the Charlestown 
Primary School’s cafete-
ria on March 10, 2021, to 
prepare new meals in the 
“Tour Around the World” 
initiative for primary 
school students

Photo caption: Ms. 
Wendy Tsai, a volunteer 
Nutritionist from Taiwan 
attached to the School 

Meals Programme as-
sisting participants at a 
training session at the 
Charlestown Primary 
School’s cafeteria on 
March 10, 2021, in new 
meal preparation for the 
“Tour Around the World” 
initiative for primary 
school students

For more news out of 
Nevis visit www.nia.gov.
kn your window into 
Nevis.

School Meals Programme cooking staff on Nevis 
training for “Tour around the World” initiative
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The change of heart by 
which we become chil-
dren of God is in the 
Bible spoken of as birth. 
Again, it is compared 
to the germination of 
the good seed sown by 
the husbandman. In like 
manner those who are 
just converted to Christ 
are, “as new-born babes,” 
to “grow up” to the stat-
ure of men and women in 
Christ Jesus. 1 Peter 2:2; 
Ephesians 4:15. Or like 
the good seed sown in 
the field, they are to grow 
up and bring forth fruit. 
Isaiah says that they shall 
“be called trees of righ-
teousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that He might 
be glorified.” Isaiah 61:3. 
So from natural life, il-
lustrations are drawn, 
to help us better to un-
derstand the mysterious 
truths of spiritual life. 

Not all the wisdom and 
skill of man can produce 
life in the smallest ob-
ject in nature. It is only 
through the life which 
God Himself has impart-
ed, that either plant or an-
imal can live. So it is only 
through the life from God 
that spiritual life is begot-
ten in the hearts of men. 
Unless a man is “born 
from above,” he cannot 
become a partaker of the 
life which Christ came to 
give. John 3:3, margin. 

As with life, so it is with 
growth. It is God who 
brings the bud to bloom 
and the flower to fruit. It 
is by His power that the 
seed develops, “first the 
blade, then the ear, after 
that the full corn in the 
ear.” Mark 4:28. And 
the prophet Hosea says 
of Israel, that “he shall 
grow as the lily.” “They 
shall revive as the corn, 
and grow as the vine.” 
Hosea 14:5, 7. And Jesus 
bids us “consider the 
lilies how they grow.” 
Luke 12:27. The plants 
and flowers grow not by 
their own care or anxiety 

or effort, but by receiv-
ing that which God has 
furnished to minister to 
their life. The child can-
not, by any anxiety or 
power of its own, add 
to its stature. No more 
can you, by anxiety or 
effort of yourself, secure 
spiritual growth. The 
plant, the child, grows 
by receiving from its 
surroundings that which 
ministers to its life—air, 
sunshine, and food. What 
these gifts of nature are 
to animal and plant, such 
is Christ to those who 
trust in Him. He is their 
“everlasting light,” “a 
sun and shield.” Isaiah 
60:19; Psalm 84:11. He 
shall be as “the dew unto 
Israel.” “He shall come 
down like rain upon the 
mown grass.” Hosea 
14:5; Psalm 72:6. He 
is the living water, “the 
Bread of God ... which 
cometh down from heav-
en, and giveth life unto 
the world.” John 6:33. 

In the matchless gift of 
His Son, God has en-
circled the whole world 
with an atmosphere of 
grace as real as the air 
which circulates around 
the globe. All who 
choose to breathe this 
life-giving atmosphere 
will live and grow up to 
the stature of men and 
women in Christ Jesus. 

As the flower turns to the 
sun, that the bright beams 
may aid in perfecting its 
beauty and symmetry, 
so should we turn to the 
Sun of Righteousness, 
that heaven’s light may 
shine upon us, that our 
character may be devel-
oped into the likeness of 
Christ. 

Jesus teaches the same 
thing when He says, 
“Abide in Me, and I in 
you. As the branch can-
not bear fruit of itself, ex-
cept it abide in the vine; 

no more can ye, except ye 
abide in Me.... Without 
Me ye can do nothing.” 
John 15:4, 5. You are 
just as dependent upon 
Christ, in order to live a 
holy life, as is the branch 
upon the parent stock for 
growth and fruitfulness. 
Apart from Him you 
have no life. You have no 
power to resist tempta-
tion or to grow in grace 
and holiness. Abiding in 
Him, you may flourish. 
Drawing your life from 
Him, you will not wither 
nor be fruitless. You will 
be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water. 

Many have an idea that 
they must do some part 
of the work alone. They 
have trusted in Christ for 
the forgiveness of sin, 
but now they seek by 
their own efforts to live 
aright. But every such ef-
fort must fail. Jesus says, 
“Without Me ye can do 
nothing.” Our growth in 
grace, our joy, our useful-
ness,—all depend upon 
our union with Christ. It 
is by communion with 
Him, daily, hourly,—
by abiding in Him,—
that we are to grow in 
grace. He is not only the 
Author, but the Finisher 
of our faith. It is Christ 
first and last and always. 
He is to be with us, not 
only at the beginning and 
the end of our course, but 
at every step of the way. 
David says, “I have set 
the Lord always before 
me: because He is at my 
right hand, I shall not be 
moved.” Psalm 16:8. 

Do you ask, “How am 
I to abide in Christ?” 
In the same way as you 
received Him at first. 
“As ye have therefore 
received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in 
Him.” “The just shall live 
by faith.” Colossians 2:6; 
Hebrews 10:38. You gave 
yourself to God, to be 
His wholly, to serve and 
obey Him, and you took 

Christ as your Saviour. 
You could not yourself 
atone for your sins or 
change your heart; but 
having given yourself to 
God, you believe that He 
for Christ’s sake did all 
this for you. By faith you 
became Christ’s, and by 
faith you are to grow up 
in Him—by giving and 
taking. You are to give 
all,—your heart, your 
will, your service,—give 
yourself to Him to obey 
all His requirements; 
and you must take all,—
Christ, the fullness of all 
blessing, to abide in your 
heart, to be your strength, 
your righteousness, your 
everlasting helper,—to 
give you power to obey. 

Consecrate yourself to 
God in the morning; 
make this your very first 
work. Let your prayer 
be, “Take me, O Lord, 
as wholly Thine. I lay all 
my plans at Thy feet. Use 
me today in Thy service. 
Abide with me, and let 
all my work be wrought 
in Thee.” This is a daily 
matter. Each morn-
ing consecrate yourself 
to God for that day. 
Surrender all your plans 
to Him, to be carried out 
or given up as His provi-
dence shall indicate. 
Thus day by day you 
may be giving your life 
into the hands of God, 
and thus your life will be 
molded more and more 
after the life of Christ. 

A life in Christ is a life 
of restfulness. There may 
be no ecstasy of feeling, 
but there should be an 
abiding, peaceful trust. 
Your hope is not in your-
self; it is in Christ. Your 
weakness is united to His 
strength, your ignorance 
to His wisdom, your 
frailty to His enduring 
might. So you are not to 
look to yourself, not to 
let the mind dwell upon 
self, but look to Christ. 
Let the mind dwell 
upon His love, upon the 

beauty, the perfection, of 
His character. Christ in 
His self-denial, Christ in 
His humiliation, Christ in 
His purity and holiness, 
Christ in His matchless 
love—this is the subject 
for the soul’s contempla-
tion. It is by loving Him, 
copying Him, depending 
wholly upon Him, that 
you are to be transformed 
into His likeness. 

Jesus says, “Abide in 
Me.” These words con-
vey the idea of rest, sta-
bility, confidence. Again 
He invites, “Come unto 
Me, ... and I will give 
you rest.” Matthew 
11:28. The words of 
the psalmist express the 
same thought: “Rest in 
the Lord, and wait pa-
tiently for Him.” And 
Isaiah gives the assur-
ance, “In quietness and in 
confidence shall be your 
strength.” Psalm 37:7; 
Isaiah 30:15. This rest 
is not found in inactiv-
ity; for in the Saviour’s 
invitation the promise 
of rest is united with the 
call to labor: “Take My 
yoke upon you: ... and ye 
shall find rest.” Matthew 
11:29. The heart that rests 
most fully upon Christ 
will be most earnest and 
active in labor for Him. 

When the mind dwells 
upon self, it is turned 
away from Christ, the 
source of strength and 
life. Hence it is Satan’s 
constant effort to keep the 
attention diverted from 
the Saviour and thus pre-
vent the union and com-
munion of the soul with 
Christ. The pleasures of 
the world, life’s cares 
and perplexities and sor-
rows, the faults of others, 
or your own faults and 
imperfections—to any or 
all of these he will seek to 
divert the mind. Do not 
be misled by his devices. 
Many who are really 
conscientious, and who 
desire to live for God, he 
too often leads to dwell 

upon their own faults and 
weaknesses, and thus by 
separating them from 
Christ he hopes to gain 
the victory. We should 
not make self the cen-
ter and indulge anxiety 
and fear as to whether 
we shall be saved. All 
this turns the soul away 
from the Source of our 
strength. Commit the 
keeping of your soul to 
God, and trust in Him. 
Talk and think of Jesus. 
Let self be lost in Him. 
Put away all doubt; dis-
miss your fears. Say with 
the apostle Paul, “I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave Himself 
for me.” Galatians 2:20. 
Rest in God. He is able to 
keep that which you have 
committed to Him. If you 
will leave yourself in His 
hands, He will bring you 
off more than conqueror 
through Him that has 
loved you. 

When Christ took hu-
man nature upon Him, 
He bound humanity to 
Himself by a tie of love 
that can never be broken 
by any power save the 
choice of man himself. 
Satan will constantly 
present allurements 
to induce us to break 
this tie—to choose to 
separate ourselves from 
Christ. Here is where we 
need to watch, to strive, 
to pray, that nothing 
may entice us to choose 
another master; for we 
are always free to do 
this. But let us keep our 
eyes fixed upon Christ, 
and He will preserve us. 
Looking unto Jesus, we 
are safe. Nothing can 
pluck us out of His hand. 
In constantly beholding 
Him, we “are changed 
into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord.” 

Steps to Christ          Chapter 8—Growing Up Into Christ
Ellen G. White Writings

Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. 
White. All Rights Reserved.
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EASTERN CARIBBEAN CENTRAL BANK 
 

V A C A N C Y 
 

Deputy Governor, Eastern Caribbean Central Bank 
 
Pursuant to Section 9 (3) of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank Agreement Act, the Monetary 
Council, the highest decision making body of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB) invites 
applications from suitably qualified professionals from the Eastern Caribbean Currency Union to 
join the Bank’s Executive Management Team in the position of Deputy Governor.  
 
Working at the ECCB will provide a unique opportunity to help the Bank achieve its strategic goals 
of monetary stability, financial stability and promoting balanced growth and development of ECCB 
member countries.  The successful candidate will be based in St Kitts and Nevis, contracted for a 
term of five (5) years and shall be eligible for re-appointment.  
 
SELECTION CRITERIA: 
The successful candidate must, at a minimum, possess post-graduate level qualifications in 
disciplines such as Economics, Finance, Accounting or Business Administration or professional 
certification in accounting such as ACCA or CPA.   
 
The successful candidate should also have a minimum of 10 years’ experience in a central bank, the 
public sector or the financial sector with at least 7 years’ experience at an executive management 
level.  
 
APPLICANTS MUST HAVE: 
Candidates must have a record of accomplishment of being a senior leader with sound 
understanding of and experience in implementing complex decisions.    
 
Candidates must be a strong communicator, have outstanding interpersonal skills and be a person 
of high integrity. He/she must also be comfortable working in a fast-paced and demanding work 
environment. 
 
DUTIES: 
The successful candidate will be directly responsible to the Governor, Eastern Caribbean Central 
Bank and will deputise in the absence of the Governor.  
 
The Deputy Governor is expected to be a key contributor to major strategic and policy decisions. 
The officeholder must engender confidence and credibility in the financial sector and with 
development partners; and ought to demonstrate the ability to think strategically; to exercise 
sound judgment in a highly complex environment; to manage competing priorities; to successfully 
lead teams; and to influence change in the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank and the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency Union.    
 
The Deputy Governor will have strategic oversight of:  

 Financial Stability  
 Banking and Monetary Operations 
 Payments System  
 Management Information Systems  
 Currency Management 
 Accounting 
 Support Services 

 
SALARY 
This position will be paid by the Bank such salaries and allowances as determined from time to 
time.   
 
Our recruitment partners, SRI Executive Search, www.sri-executive.com, will be supporting. Please 
submit the following documents to DptGoveccb@sri-executive.com: 
 

 Applications, via electronic mail, summarising evidence of the stated requirements 
for appointment to the position  

 Curriculum vitae 
 Two (2) original letters of reference   
 Certified copies of certificates 
 Official transcripts, where applicable 

 
To reach no later than Friday 12 March 2021.   

   
 

Tafari ayinde hosts  
successful  

photography  
exhibition

“i take pictures of mostly land-
scapes; some with people, but 
mostly landscapes. Landscapes 
are more peaceful.

By Monique Wshington  

Barns Ghaut resident 
Tafari Ayinde has suc-
cessfully hosted his first 
photography exhibition, 
and shared with the public 
almost two dozen stun-
ning landscape photos of 
the island.

The three-day event 
was held at ‘Sip on The 
Square’ in the heart of 
Charlestown. 

On the first day, Lloyd 
Williams entertained 
them with the flute, clari-
net and saxophone. Day 

two Glen Pemberton did 
the same on guitar and 
vocals, and day three, it 
was Babatunde on pan.

Each day, guests were 
offered complimentary 
wine or champagne.

Speaking with The 
Observer on Wednesday, 
Ayinde said that he takes 
pictures in his spare time. 
He noted that “the exhibi-
tion was good”. He said 
that he first remembers 
picking up a camera in 
the 1990s, and he “loves 
nature and loves taking 
pictures, loves going on 
adventures around the 

island and going to places 
where there aren’t any 
people”. 

He noted that most of his 
phots are unedited, and 
are just the raw shots cap-
tured by his camera.

“I take pictures of mostly 
landscapes; some with 
people, but mostly land-
scapes. Landscapes are 
more peaceful. I love go-
ing down to Indian Castle 
early in the morning and 
watching the sunrise or 
watching the fishermen 
with their boats. I love 
watching the sunrise and 
the sunset, and all the co-
lours of the island. All the 

colours of the land that 
change during the sunrise, 
sunset, and moonrise. It is 
always amazing,” Ayinde 
said.

“Fifteen minutes before 
the sun rises, 15 minutes 
after it rises, 15 minutes 
before it sets and 15 
minutes after it sets, the 
colours of the landscape 
and sky are just spectacu-
lar, and I love capturing 
them.”

He said that the surround-
ings that he captured 
that were exhibited were 
those that busy people 
might have missed.

“I take time to look at and 
take pictures of things 
that people are too busy 
to see. I capture them and 
then share them with the 
people that were too busy 
at the time,”

When questioned wheth-
er he has a favourite pic-
ture, Ayinde said that he 
does not; he judges all of 
them the same.

“I just take photos. This 
place is really beautiful. 
There are so many beauti-
ful pictures that I cannot 

pick one. Some of the 
scenes that I see, a picture 
cannot do justice to the 
scene, but I can just do 
my best,” he said.

He informed that his pho-
tos will be available at 
Amelia Chiverton Olive 
Tree Gift Shop.

Ayinde revealed that his 
future plans include host-
ing an exhibition in St. 
Kitts – a date for which he 
has not confirmed  - and 
to publish a book with 
pictures and poems that 
he wrote.
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Guyana’s Caribbean 
neighbors and fellow 
regional community 
member nations are pay-
ing increased atten-
tion to a stark rise in 
tensions between the 
country and an overly 
aggressive Venezuelan 
military as Caracas steps 
up its decades-old claim 
to Guyana’s western 
Essequibo region.

In the past few weeks, 
Guyanese government 
officials have been forced 
to protest aggressive 
overflights by Venezuelan 
fighter jets, the arrest of 
local fishing trawlers 
and crews and to closely 
monitor a suggestion by a 
prominent parliamentar-
ian that the time has come 
for Venezuela to constitu-
tionally and legally incor-
porate the disputed area 
into its law books.

For decades now, Caracas 
has been laying claim to 

Guyana’s mineral-rich 
Essequibo region bor-
dering Venezuela on the 
premise that an 1899 
international boundary 
settlement had, through 
colonial era conspiracy, 
cheated it out of the vast 
land area that comprises 
about two-thirds of the 
Caribbean community 
nation.

The two sides have tried 
a plethora of methods to 
bring some semblance of 
settlement to the issue, 
including mediation by 
the United Nations and 
internationally brokered 
moratoriums on claims.

The latest attempt at a 
settlement has come in 
the form of Guyana’s ap-
proach to the World Court 
in The Netherlands for 
final settlement, a move 
that Caracas has bitterly 
opposed as if Guyana 

wins as widely expected, 
it could represent its last 
nonmilitary chance to an-
nex the area.

The Guyana-Venezuelan 
row and the Belize-
Guatemala are the two 
border disputes which 
are repeatedly monitored 
by Caricom governments 
but the Venezuelan one is 
by far the one with most 
turmoil and demands 
constant monitoring by 
governments.

In the case of the military 
overflights of Guyana’s 
western border settle-
ments last week, the lo-
cal foreign ministry said, 
“Guyana condemns this 
latest act of aggression 
by the Venezuelan armed 
forces as a violation of the 
sovereignty of Guyana 
over the air above its ter-
ritory.” It called the air 
incursions “the latest acts 
of hostility.”

It also complained 
about a recent decree 
by President Nicolas 
Maduro establishing a 
maritime territory en-
compassing Guyana’s 
exclusive economic zone 
as well as the Essequibo 
Region.

Worse yet, Guyanese of-
ficials say, was the absurd 
suggestion by lawmaker 
Hermann Escarrá to in-
corporate the Essequibo 
into the country’s consti-
tution “in order to ratify 
that the Essequibo terri-
tory is ours.”

Caracas has been in-
creasingly strident about 
its territorial claims 
since mid-2015 when 
American superma-
jor ExxonMobil found 
world class deposits of 
oil and gas offshore. 

Nearly 20 gushing wells 
have since been discov-
ered ever since, making 
Guyana and neighbor-
ing Suriname one of the 
world’s most attractive 
basins. Officials believe 
this is a major reason for 
the increased levels of 
aggression.

Earlier in the year, 
Venezuela gunboats had 
arrested and detained two 
Guyanese fishing vessels 
that authorities say were 
operating in undisputed 
Guyanese waters, holding 
the crew for more than a 
week and later releasing 
them without any real 
charges.

“The era of gunboat di-
plomacy and forcible 
acquisition of foreign 
territory, in particular, 
is past,” Guyanese ad-
viser on borders and for-
mer vice president Carl 

Greenidge had told the 
local Kaieteur newspa-
per. “This is not the 19th 
century. Gunboat diplo-
macy is a doctrine with 
no place in modern Latin 
American international 
relations. A state cannot 
simply forcibly seize a 
piece of territory and the 
people of another state 
on some flimsy excuse, 
because it feels like it 
or because it chooses to 
rewrite or right impe-
rial history of 150 or 350 
years. People’s lives and 
livelihoods matter. This is 
the 21st century,” he said.

The World Court has 
already taken a series of 
preparatory steps ahead 
of official hearings on 
the actual case. Its judges 
have already ruled it has 
jurisdiction to hear the 
case that could once and 
for all settle the issue.

Tension High Between Guyana, Venezuela over 
Historic Land Claim
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It has been 9 months since 
the conclusion of the 
2020 General Elections, 
and we can mine the data 
to see what it says about 
voter behaviour. 

In the 1st elections after 
independence in 1984, 
approximately 78% of 
the 24,508 voters par-
ticipated. In subsequent 
elections, it held steady 
at 67%, thereabouts for 
the 2nd and 3rd poll, in-
creased slightly for the 
4th (68%) then fell to 
64% in the 5th. It plunged 
to 59% in the 6th election 
and soared to a high of 
85% for the 7th dropped 
to 69% for the 8th and 
dropped again to its low-
est point ever of 58% for 
the 9th.   I have presented 
the data in percentages, 
but I must note that the 
voter register almost dou-
bled in the period from 
24,504 persons in 1984 to 
48,713 in 2020, meaning 
that a lot more people are 
voting.

For this discussion, we 
will focus on the behav-
iour displayed in the last 
two elections, i.e those of 
2015 and 2020.

In 2015, 79.5% of the 
people of Constituency 
7 voted.  It was the high-
est percentage turn out, 
followed by 78.4% in 
Constituency 5.  Four 
other constiutuen-
cies saw 70+% voting: 
Constituency 6 at 77%, 
Constituency 10 at 76%; 
Constituency 3 with 75% 

and Constituency 2 with 
72%. Constituencies 1, 
11 and 9 had 69%, 68% 
and 62% respectively and 
in Constituency 8, only 
58% of the voters cast a 
vote.  There were a total 
of 42,149 voters on the 
register in 2015.

In 2020, Constituency 
5 saw the highest turn-
out at 68%, followed 
by Constituency 7 with 
67%, then Constituency 4 
with 66%. Constituency 
8 had 64% and 63% was 
achieved in Constituency 
11.  Constituency 1, 2 
and 10 had 57%, 57% 
and 50% respectively. In 
Constituencies 3 and 9, 
less than 50% (48% and 
44%) voters turned out.  

Nevis, since 
Independence, has had 8 
elections. In 1987, 63% 
voted followed by 66% 
in 1992, 65% in 1997 and 
2001, 68% in 2006, 81% 
in 2011, 73% in 2013 
and 59% in 2017.  Again, 
while these are percent-
ages, there was growth 
in the register from 4,741 
voters in 1987 to 11,303 
in 2017. Again, we will 
detail 2013 and 2017 
election results.

In 2013, District 4 had a 
78% turnout, followed 
closely by District 2 with 
77%. In District 1, 70% 
voted and in District 3, it 
was 68%. District 5 was 
the lowest at 64%. 

In 2017, for Districts 2 
and 3, 61% of the voters 

turned out to vote, fol-
lowed by 59% in Districts 
1 and 4, and 55% partici-
pation in District 5.

Debate, if you will, what 
was driving the electoral 
fervour in 2010/2011 
when over 80% of vot-
ers cast ballots. Discuss, 
too, what transpired in the 
general election of 2004 
that caused 4 of every 
10 voters not to bother.  
Predict if you can, what 
will happen in the upcom-
ing Nevis Island Election 
due by 2022.   But as you 
pontificate, recognize 
that the last full regis-
ter, published in 2021, 
saw 12,357 registrants 
in Nevis (239 of whom 
have been challenged); 
and that registration since 
December 2020 has been 
intensifying.

Constituencies are of un-
even numbers of Voters. 
Some argue that equal-
izing voter numbers per 
constituency gives equal 
value to each vote across 
the entire system. Perhaps 
it does; but the voter turn-
out also adds value. How 
it does is so is also open 
to debate. In some juris-
dictions, an otherwise 
valid election can be le-
gally voided by low voter 
turn-out.

With your help, the best 
we can do is ensure that 
each person gets only 
one vote and in the right 
place. 

From the Supervisor 
of Elections.  

Vol ii issue No 13:  
Voting statistics
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NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (March 11, 
2021) - - The Ministry of 
Health in the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
has received a grant 
from the Government of 
Japan to acquire a PCR 
machine so that testing 
for COVID-19 and other 
infectious diseases can 
be done at the Alexandra 
Hospital laboratory.

During a virtual sign-
ing ceremony for the 
Project for the improve-
ment of medical equip-
ment in Nevis on March 
11, 2021, Premier Hon. 
Mark Brantley, Senior 
Minister of Health in 
the NIA and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs for 
St. Kitts and Nevis, re-
corded his appreciation 
to His Excellency Tatsuo 
Hirayama, Ambassador 
of Japan to St. Kitts and 
Nevis, as well as the 
Government and people 
of Japan for the timely 
grant.

“Testing as you know 
is part of the critical re-
sponse to COVID-19 
and… it has proven 
very expensive and very 
time-consuming.

 “For Nevis to continue 
to have send tests to 
St. Kitts or sometimes 

farther overseas in or-
der to get results which 
sometimes takes from 
24 hours to a few days…
there really is an inherent 
danger of having to wait 
too long to be able to ac-
cess testing results.

“And so this donation 
is timely; this donation 
will move us forward in 
a significant way on the 
island of Nevis to offer 
testing which is rapid 
and which can allow our 
people to know what 
their status is at a much 
earlier stage, and there-
fore help us in the health 
community to treat, to 
isolate where necessary, 
and so prevent the dread-
ed community spread,” 
he said.

Hon. Hazel Brandy 
Williams, Junior 
Minister of Health in the 
NIA, also thanked the 
Japanese government for 
providing US $65,774 
to procure a Cepheid 
GeneXpert machine for 
PCR testing to be done 
on Nevis.

 “As we continue to fight 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, I must assure you 
that this bit of equipment 
will greatly improve our 
testing capacity here on 
Nevis.

 “I am told that our 
monthly testing bill 
ranges from $17,000 up 
to $22,000…and so you 
see the addition of this 

very timely gift will not 
only enhance our testing 
capacity, but it also less-
ens our financial burden.

 “I want to say how 
grateful we are as a gov-
ernment, how grateful 
we are as a people for 
your continued support,” 
she said.

Ms. Shelisa Martin 
Clarke, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Health and Gender 
Affairs in the NIA, 
explained that the pro-
curement of a PCR ma-
chine translates into an 
increase in the services 
offered to the Nevisian 
public at the Alexandra 
Hospital laboratory.

“It would be a great in-
vestment for the lab staff 
as well as the people of 
Nevis in that it can fur-
ther be utilized for other 
tests such as HIV viral 
loads and Tuberculosis, 
both of which are sent 
overseas for analysis,” 
she said.

Also present at the 
ceremony held at the 
Alexandra Hospital were 
Dr. Judy Nisbett, Chief 
Mecical Officer; Mr. 
Gary Pemberton, Public 
Health Administrator at 
the Alexandra Hospital 
and several other senior 
hospital employees.

Nia receives 
grant from Japan 

to acquire PCR 
machine for  

alexandra  
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Police Lydon David who noted that 
they are in the “final stages” of  

investigating the actions  
of the police.

FSC wants  
civilian review 

board to  
address police  

misconduct
By Monique Washington  

The Foundation of Social 
Concerns (FSC) is call-
ing on citizens in Nevis 
to sign a petition against 
police brutality, which 
will also assist in forming 
a civilian review board.

The Observer spoke 
on Wednesday with 
the Chairperson for the 
Foundation for Social 
Concern, Ruth Powell, 
who noted the petition 
was launched follow-
ing the circulation of the 
video involving a suspect, 
Malvern Walwyn, and a 
member of the Royal St. 

Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force. 

One video shows Walwyn 
lying on the ground while 
one officer holds his hands 
and another removes his 
pants. In another video, 
Walwyn is seen lying on 
his abdomen in a drain, 
while a Police Officer is 
standing on his back and 
another tries to handcuff 
him. The Police Force is-
sued a statement stating 
that the officers’ action 
will be investigated.

The Observer contacted 
the Superintendent of 
Police Lydon David 
who noted that they are 
in the “final stages” of 

investigating the actions 
of the police.

The petition launched 
by the FSC in part reads 
that “On February 5th 
an atrocity was com-
mitted on Nevisian soil 
against a Nevisian citizen. 
Several police officers ac-
costed Malvern Walwyn; 
stripped him naked in 
public in Charlestown; 
threw him into a drainage 
ditch; stood on his back; 
and then dragged him on 
the ground to the police 
station, still unclothed. 

“His mistreatment at the 
hands of police required 

medical treatment at the 
hospital. This is not the 
behaviour of police of-
ficers in a civilized de-
mocracy. These are the 
tactics of despots. In order 
to promote and maintain 
justice and to ensure pub-
lic confidence in the po-
lice, we the undersigned 
are asking that Parliament 
establish a board of civil-
ians to review cases that 
raise concerns among the 
public. Nevis needs a ci-
vilian review board.”

Powell said that the re-
view board would require 
the government, the po-
lice, and citizens work-
ing together to decide the 
makeup of the board.

“It should have some-
one with legal expertise. 
It should have a retired 
police superintendent,” 
Powell said.

She noted, however, that 
the petition is not just for 
police brutality but any 
negative behaviour. 

“This is not just for police 
shooting or police brutali-
ty, it would be any behav-
iour by the police that the 
public perceives as being 
a problem and that should 
be looked into. And of 
course, it would not be 
every case,” she said.

Powell informed that 
persons who wish to sign 
the petition can do so on 
foundation4socialcon-
cerns  or on change.org.

The Foundation of Social 
Concerns (FSC) is a non-
profit organization that 
recently merged with 
another nonprofit called 
Save SKN, chaired by 
Ruth Powell. The group 
gives crime victims sup-
port and responds to the 
basic needs of a few ex-
prisoners. FSC also lob-
bies existing structures to 
fight crime professionally 
and transparently.
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By Loshaun Dixon 

The St. Kitts-Nevis 
Trades and Labour Union 
(TLU) has claimed that 
some employers in St. 
Kitts and Nevis have 
been forcing employees 
and prospective employ-
ees to take the COVID-19 
vaccine, and has pleaded 
with them not to force 
such individuals to be 
inoculated, in contraven-
tion of their constitutional 
rights.

Though it did not men-
tion any specific cases, 
the TLU said it has learnt 
“with shock and dismay” 
of the practice, being 
carried out by a growing 
number of employers in 
the Federation, of man-
dating workers to take 
the vaccine that protects 
against the COVID-19 
virus, against their will. 

“The insistence is being 
backed up by threats of 
termination, transfer or 
suspension. There are 
other instances that have 
been made known to the 
Union, where a growing 
number of employers 
is making COVID-19 

inoculation a prerequi-
site for employment or 
promotion within the or-
ganisation. As such, job 
seekers are being denied 
positions for which they 
qualify, owing to new 
conditions that contra-
vene the constitutional 
rights of these workers.”

The Union stated that it 
joins with all social part-
ners in endorsing the ben-
efits that the COVID-19 
vaccination offers to all 
workers, and through 
them, “to the health of our 
society and economy”. 

“The Union encourages 
workers to be part of the 
national move toward 
maximum immunization. 
This is an ideal we can 
achieve if each worker 
takes the vaccine. At the 
same time, the Union de-
sires that all workers are 
treated with respect at all 
times. 

It said it considers the 
reluctance of workers to 
take the vaccine, at this 
time, to be an indication 
of unawareness and wari-
ness on the part of the 
workers. 

“We contend that where 

worker hesitation has 
been identified, it needs 
to be addressed with 
protocols of adequate in-
formation, and not with 
authoritative insistence.”

The union stated that as 
an advocate of workers, 
it proposes the adherence 
to all COVID protocols 
in the workplace, along 
with the use of the req-
uisite personal protective 
equipment by workers, 
can keep workers safe 
while effective ongoing 
education exercises is of-
fered to its workers. 

“Education offers greater 
awareness and calms the 
genuine fears of workers 
who are confronted with 
the important decision 
of taking a relatively un-
known and new COVID 
vaccine. We ask for 
openness, consultation, 
empathy.

“The Union desires that 
all workers are treated 
with dignity in this time 
of a public health crisis 
and at all times. We call 
for an immediate end to 
the inhumane practice 
of threatening workers’ 
rights and livelihoods. We 
invite workers, in all sec-
tors, to report all incidents 
of workplace threats.”

Labour Union claims 
some employers  

violating workers’ rights
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