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On The Path to Food Security and Sustainability
Moreover, the Agriculture
Department is in the process of developing an
online platform for the
monitoring of food production among the farmers within the federation,
especially in Nevis.

By Laughton Pemberton

Food security and selfsustainability is the major
cry of small country states
regionally, particularly
here in the Caribbean.
Most, if not all of these
territories felt the impact – starting March
2020 – when the majority of the first lockdowns
due to COVID-19 were
implemented. The scope
of this article, however,
focuses on our beautiful
twin-island state of St.
Kitts-Nevis.
We all became witnesses
of a pandemic which resulted in panic, globally.
Long, spaced cues and
face masks became our
new norms. People were
buying up anything that
could be used as sanitisers. Toilet paper and paper towels were the first
to disappear from the
shelves of every supermarket. The small neighbourhood grocery stores
were overwhelmed.
Next to disappear were
medications and yes, basic food items, as most
people bought more than
they could ever eat in time
to avoid spoilage.
As the lockdown continued, food supplies became
less and less available,
almost to a point of fear
of hunger panic, as the
countries that we heavily
depended upon were unable to load and ship containers of food and other
essential items.
Last month, March
2021, marked the first
anniversary of the initial
lockdown, and this publication interviewed the
Permanent Secretary of
Agriculture in Nevis, Mr.
Huey Sargeant, to find
out how the island fared
in terms of food security
and sustainability, which
have become the new
buzzwords.
Asked what was done
by the Department of

Huey Sargeant
Agriculture to boost agriculture toward food security and sustainability,
Sargeant explained that
a multipronged and multifaceted approach had
been taken even before
COVID-19.

“What COVID -19 did
was accelerate the government’s assistance to
food and nutrition security. We realized the
food import bill was very
high, and decided to take
an approach to reduce it.
We first started to reduce
the import of romaine
lettuce after a couple of
recalls, due to salmonella
poisoning, in the United
States of America. With
the help of Mr. Mc Levon
“Mackey” Tross (Owner
and Manager of A-1
Farms in Gingerland),
the import of romaine
lettuce was reduced to a
minimum.”
Sargeant said that in addition to romaine lettuce,
other products were targeted to reduce importation to a minimum. These
included bananas, sweet
potatoes, melons, squash
and pumpkins, tomatoes,
eggplants, cabbage and
cucumbers.
He said the next step
taken was to complete
the construction of a sixroom chill and refrigerated facility, to increase

the ability to store surplus
produce for six to eight
weeks. This system has
also enabled the department to regulate the best
specific chilling temperature for individual
produce.
The chill and refrigerated
facility at New River was
also repaired. The department previously had only
one chiller/refrigerated
room.
Four new vehicles were
also acquired to aid workers within the department such as extension
officers, the veterinary,
forestry and engineering
department, to best support farmers
In addition, the government was able to help
40 backyard farmers
with fencing and groundpreparedness needs in the
first phase of assistance.
(A backyard farmer is
defined as anyone with
a land area of a quarter
(1/4) acre or less).
During the second phase,
70 registered farmers
were also assisted with
seeds and seedlings, fencing, land preparation and
irrigation, and fertilizer.
Sargeant said another step
that will be taken toward
obtaining food security
and sustainability will be
the implementation of
technology and modern

agriculture practices. Ten
major greenhouses have
been ordered and are on
their way. According to
the Permanent Secretary,
five farmers have been
selected for those greenhouses in Nevis, and five
in St. Kitts.

“We don’t have a planting
and production problem;
the problem is coordination so we can achieve
sustained production of
all our crops and produce.
Going forward, our job is
to put the support structure in place to ensure we
have sustained production
to eliminate imports and
reduce the food importation bill significantly.
Additionally, we also
assist the farmers in the
selling of their products
via or by way of improving marketing strategies,
by way of our marketing

department,”
stated.

Sargeant

He said in this way the
farmers can concentrate fully on their farms
and better production
practices.
And given the aforementioned, what would be his
forecast for agriculture,
one year from now?

“A few farmers will be
millionaires and most
farmers will become successful. We will have a reduced import bill; reduce
the cost of local food to
the consumers; have an
increase in the demand
for fresh produce market as well, and a more
healthy population,” the
Permanent
Secretary
projected.
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Political parties consult with
COVID-19 taskforce
By Loshaun Dixon

The five political parties
in St. Kitts and Nevis
met Tuesday with the
COVID-19 Task Force
for consultations on the
response to the pandemic and the rollout of
the ongoing vaccination
programme.

severance…people need
help right now.”
The SKNLP said on
Tuesday that they wanted
to get involved since the
start of the pandemic, but
alleged they had been denied the opportunity.
“The SKNLP has maintained since the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic
that all political parties,
organizations, and key
institutions should be included in the consultative,
planning and response
process for managing the
pandemic.”

The ruling People’s
Action
Movement
(PAM), People’s Labour
Party (PLP), Concerned
Citizens’ Movement, as
well as the Opposition St.
Kitts-Nevis Labour Party
(SKNLP) and the Nevis
Reformation Party were
all present at the NEMA They said that the social
Headquarters.
and economic ramifications of the COVID-19
PAM was represented by pandemic have affected
Chairman Jonel Powell, all of society, regardless
PLP by Alex Nisbett of political associations or
and Warren Thompson, affiliations.
CCM by Troy Liburd and
Latoya Jones, SKNLP “As such, the SKNLP has
by Konris Maynard always expressed interest
and Diana Williams- in supporting the governHumphrey, while NRP ment’s management of
was represented by Dr the pandemic. In matters
Janice Daniel-Hodge and which concern public
Dr Patricia Bartlette.
health and the social fabric of this country, the
Following the meeting, SKNLP will always priWilliams-Humphrey said oritize participation over
the Labour Party supports politics. Therefore, we
vaccinations, but recog- will take this long-awaitnizes that it’s a personal ed opportunity to contribchoice.
ute to the management of
COVID-19.”
“For persons to make an
informed choice there The SKNLP questioned
must be education sensi- why they were invited
tization and there must be so late, “why now, and is
consultation, and we did this a remedial approach
express that very clearly for the failed consultative
inside the meeting. We are process?”
not against consultation,
we are open to consulta- “Answers must be protion as long as at the end vided in attempts to creof the day we understand ate a transparent “all of
where our people are at in the society approach”.
terms of their realities.”
SKNLP as a party believes and maintains that
Maynard said they did not vaccines are essential.
just represent a vaccina- Although we have grave
tion rollout, but for those concerns about the curwho are suffering as a re- rent rollout plans, we
sult of the pandemic.
support
vaccination,
but maintain it is a per“We made a strong rep- sonal choice that requires
resentation of persons education, sensitization,
having strong difficul- and consultation. The
ties in receiving their party maintains that the

unfortunate politicization
of the management of
this COVID-19 pandemic
was avoidable, had the
opposition’s initial request, some 18 months
ago, been granted.”
Last week, Chair of the
COVID-19
Taskforce
Abdias Samuel said that
it was important they
reached out to all influencers in the community.
“I am appealing to all
political parties in the
Federation of St. Kitts and
Nevis to encourage their
supporters, to encourage
their people to support
the science, and reach
them on the importance
of vaccination.”
He said the National
COVID-19 Task Force
made an appeal and sent
an invitation to all the
political parties, and were
hopeful to have fruitful
discussions on the way
forward.
“We have been consulted
with a number of international consultants to
develop a roadmap to
recovery, and this roadmap to recovery must be
inclusive of every single
society and every single
member of St. Kitts and
Nevis. An all of the society approach.”
He said religious and
civic organizations are
among other groups to be
targeted.
“If we are going to slowly
take St. Kitts and Nevis
into a slow socio-economic suicide by us not
following the guidance of
science, having the treatment to overcome the
pandemic and not vaccinate, then that’s gonna
have to be a responsibility
that you will have to take
and not put the blame on
government or any ministries, departments or
anyone else but your own
selves.”

Maynard and Williams SKNLP representatives at Meeting
He urged all eligible for
the vaccine to ensure they
take for the future good
of the economy of St.
Kitts and Nevis and the
Tourism Sector.

“If access becomes a challenge then what? Where
will you be counted? And
that is something you the

general public have to
make, that personal decision, and decide, because
the reality is as stated by
the Minister of Tourism in
today’s meeting, at some
point in time, the shipping
industry is going to decide
that unless your country is
vaccinated and they can
provide the protection for
our passengers, our customers, then we will not

come to your port.

“This will not be the
responsibility
of
a
Government. This will
have to be the personal
responsibility of every
individual who refused
to accept the vaccination
process, and that’s the
true reality.”
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Joint Operations
Democracy has an inherent evil: it silences the loser – at least the way it
is practiced in the Westminster system.
In the June 2020 elections, the overall results hid an essential truth.
That is, the St Kitts Nevis Labour Party (SKNLP), while losing the
election and gaining only two of the 11 seats, garnered between 37%
and 47% of the votes cast, depending on whether you use a St Kitts
voter subset or the Federal numbers. By any statistical measure, that
data is significant, yet they were silenced; and lapsed into that role
expected of Oppositions; to just oppose for oppose sake. They ought not
to be blamed as the “ayes” have it, regardless.
But now, we have learnt that the SKNLP has been given a role in the
[Federal] Covid Task Force. Late, yes, but better late than never. They
claim that they have constantly offered their expertise and were ignored
until now. True to form, they have already published some questions
that they will be pursuing, questions to which there may be no easy
answers. Nevertheless, we are glad that they are there and hope that
they will add value to the team. It is not lost on us that two of their
candidates for the last elections are medical doctors.
We have one great expectation of the Opposition: that they will
encourage the population to take the vaccine in greater numbers. We
currently are at about 30% of the population, some 40% short of where
we need to be for the safe re-opening of the borders. Indeed, that
reopening, when it comes, perhaps will settle most if not all of the issues
that the country now faces and which are so consuming the authorities.

In fact, according to Premier Brantley, the “foreigners” amongst us
are availing themselves of the vaccination more so that our nationals,
and were it not for them, our achieved vaccination rate would have
been much lower. This reticence on the part of nationals is putting the
country in real danger of losing our position at the “top” as columnist
Gaskell pointed out in last week’s edition of this newspaper because
our nationals are waiting to see what happens to those of us who are
vaccinated.
Perhaps as Premier, Mr. Brantley should follow suit and invite Mrs.
Stapleton Simmonds to join the Nevis Covid Task Force, using the one
seat, 43% platform that the Nevis Reformation Party holds in Nevis.
Ignore, for the moment the no seat, 39% federal platform.
Wouldn’t it be interesting if she sends the doctor?
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that Dylon Clarke’s statement could not be used in
court under the Evidence
Act of 2012.

Nine years after Dylon’s
disappearance, Mom reflects
By Monique Washington

Nine years after her son
went missing and now has
been legally presumed
dead, Evette Clarke says
that the pain is still the
same, and the only way
she will get the remains
of her son, Dylon, is if the
person/s who made him
go missing speak/s.
Speaking with The
Observer on Tuesday,
Clarke said that when she
thinks about what might
have happened to her son,
it still brings tears to her
eyes.
“It brings more and more
memories. If I really
study on how he died, I
start to cry,” she said.
It is alleged that Clarke’s

16-year-old son at the
time was a witness to the
2011 murder of Zamique
Heyliger in Charlestown
on Christmas Eve night,
and submitted a written
statement to police.
One of Dylon Clarke’s
friend’s, who was a juvenile, was subsequently
charged with Heyliger’s
death. Clarke’s statement
was handed over to the
suspect’s lawyer. Days
after being charged the
juvenile was released on
bail. The details and conditions of his bail were
never made public.
On April 28, 2012, Dylon
Clarke, who was then 17
years old, left his mom
and told her he was going for a walk, but never
returned. After being

reported missing to the
police, massive searches
were conducted in search
of the teen.
In May 2012, two United
States Virgin Islands
Police Tactical Unit officers from the K9 department arrived on Nevis
with their cadaver dog.
The
then Assistant
Commissioner of Police,
Robert Liburd, confirmed
that the dog detected
the scent of a dead body
in a field near a Cane
Gardener residence. The
dog alerted police twice
to the scent of human decomposition on the said
property, but no body was
ever found in tha location.
Four months after Clarke
went missing, all searches

Don’t apply if physical location not intended
- Brantley warns prospective businesses
By Loshaun Dixon

Premier of Nevis, Hon.
Mark
Brantley
has
warned prospective businesses that are operating
on licenses in terms of
Financial Services that if
they do not plan to have
a physical location on the
island, then don’t apply.
On March 23rd 2021, at
the sitting of the Nevis
Island Assembly in
Chambers at Hamilton,
the Premier moved the
second and third readings of the Nevis Trust
Corporate
Service
Providers Bill, 2021
Brantley
told
The
Observer that ‘those operating on licenses, in terms
of Financial Services,
must have a physical
presence here.”
“That is a regulatory issue; it is a compliance issue. But I also think it is
important, if we are going
to generate meaningful

jobs from the industry.
What we have found is
that in some instances
people are just putting up
a brace plate, as they call
it, on a wall on a building.
We are saying to them
that that is no longer good
enough,” he said.
Brantley noted that Nevis
has to get more out of the
deal than just registration fees, and the people
of Nevis must be able to
benefit.
“If you come to Nevis and
you ask the authorities
here to license you to provide corporate services
from Nevis, then we don’t
expect you to have your
offices in Gibraltar, or
in Malta or Cyprus. And
sitting down in Cyprus
renting the space, employing people, but then
you’re advertising online
that you are a registered
agent in Nevis and you
can form companies for
them in Nevis. What is
Nevis getting out of that?

Other than the registration
fees for the company?
Nobody in town is getting
any rent, they don’t have
any employees here or
any of that,” he said.
He added that his administration is trying to
see “how we can guard
against that by saying
when you come you must
have a place of business
here…you must. If we
can’t identify them by
that, then the answer is
no”
Brantley noted that there
is a risk attached to the
new requirement, but it is
a risk that the government
is willing to take.
“There is a risk, where
some might say it is not
worth it. But we think
there is a greater risk for
the people …having no
presence here, but are
offering our services and
products and are saying
they are licensed by us,”
he said.

came to a halt.
Evette Clarke told The
Observer that three years
after her son went missing, she questioned the
police about their investigation, and at that time
they told her it was still
ongoing.
“From when I asked them
that question, until now, I
have not heard back from
the police about anything
about my son or the investigation,” she said.
The Observer contacted
Inspector Alonzo Carty
who said that the case
remains “ongoing”. He
noted that “when information comes to light”,
they will act on it.
Clarke said that the only
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Dylon Clarke
way her son’s remains
will ever be located is if
the last person who saw
him, speaks.
“They know who they
are; who killed my son.
The only way I will get
his remains is if they say
what they did to him and
where they put him. I’ll
leave it in the hands of the
Lord,” she said.
Prior to being officially
presumed dead, The
Observer
understands

The Observer made attempts to contact the
Director
of
Public
Prosecutions
Valston
Graham, to ascertain
if they will be moving
forward with the case
against the suspect in the
death of Heyliger, and
now using the statement
of Clarke, since he has
been legally presumed
dead. The attempts were
unsuccessful.

When questioned if a memorial will be held this
year in honour of Dylon,
his mother said that she
does not think so.

“ I had a memorial seven
years after, and did something for his 21st birthday.
I don’t think I will be doing anything this year.”
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PLP all about unity – PM Harris
By Loshaun Dixon

The People’s Labour
Party (PLP) will continue
to be a key member of the
Team Unity government,
according to its Leader
and Prime Minister of
St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr
Timothy Harris, who said
his party remains committed to fighting for the
causes it was founded
upon.
Dr Harris was speaking
at the PLP’s National
Convention last Saturday,
where he said that they
stand steadfastly with
the People’s Action
Movement (PAM) and
the Concerned Citizens’
Movement (CCM), the
other parties that form
the ruling coalition

executives make presentations at the PLP conference through PAM’s
General Secretary Azard
Gumbs, and CCM’s
Deputy
Chair
and
President of Women’s
Arm, Latoya Jones.
Dr Harris said since its
formation in 2013, the
PLP continues to defy all
the political odds in St.
Kitts and Nevis, when
persons said that they
could not.
“When they said we
could not win, we said
that we will win. When
they said that there was
no history of anyone
leaving a party and forming a new party coming
on the political scene and
being able to win, we said

party. That is because
our values are those of
the working people. Our
values lead us to put a
premium on creating
more jobs for our young
people, building homes
for our people, and keeping our streets safe… and
what a wonderful job! St.
Kitts and Nevis is the safest it has ever been in a
very long time.”
He said the party will
continue the outreach and
will continue the fight for
a better quality of life for
all of the people.
“That is what we are, a
truly National party. We
are a party that genuinely
puts people first, and
we will be there for you
in good times and bad

We remain committed to
unity, because working
together always, the people
of St. Kitts and Nevis will
achieve more.”
government.
“We have heard a lot
about our party; where
we stand in moments of
difficulty and where we
stand in good times. You
have heard a lot and you
know a lot about our formation in 2013, and how
from that difficult past we
came forward and energised a nation, energised
a country, energised a
people, and brought victory to the people of St.
Kitts and Nevis under a
coalition banner. We remain committed to unity,
because working together always, the people of
St. Kitts and Nevis will
achieve more.”
Dr Harris hailed the other
partners in the coalition, both of which had

the past is gone and we
are a party for the future
and we will create our
own history, and today
we have seen the results.”
He said the party had
shown the entire nation
that alternative pathways
can be successful.
“No sooner had we been
formed, we were able to
show the country a different way is possible; that
the unity way was possible, and that we could
set aside narrow political
differences over years to
look to a better future for
all people of St. Kitts and
Nevis.
“Yes, we are the youngest
political party in St. Kitts
and Nevis, but we are
also the fastest-growing

times. Yes, the PLP is the
party of choice for a large
number of persons everywhere, and we are grateful for the opportunity to
serve; serving together as
part of a team.”

Dr Harris said that the
party will serve with a
new ethos of empowering and uniting people to
build St.Kitts and Nevis.

“This is the team that we
will work with as a party,
and all others who are
interested in building the
stronger and safer future
which we promised, and
which you the people
of St. Kitts and Nevis
deserve.”

PM Harris at PLP’s convention on Saturday at Ottley’s Playing Field
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Sweet start for Sugar Boys
players and members of
his coaching staff.

By Loshaun Dixon

St Kitts and Nevis’ men’s
football team made a
strong start to World Cup
qualifying, with head
coach Leonardo Neiva
noting his pleasure with
the result.

“Due to COVID protocols, with little training
time and without international friendly, we try to
focus on the tactical part
to set up a solid and compact team looking to play
on the opponent’s mistakes to surprise them.”

A solo strike by Vinceroy
Nelson
earned
the
‘Sugar Boyz’ a 1-0 victory over Puerto Rico last
Wednesday in their home
game that was played in
the Dominican Republic.

They then travelled to
the Bahamas to face that
country and were powered by a brace from
Keithroy Freeman, who
got goals in the 25th and
66th minutes. Adding
goals in that game were
Kimaree Rogers - through
a penalty - and a wonder
strike by Omari Sterling
James, which capped a
strong St. Kitts and Nevis
display.

Coach Neiva on Monday
said he was very pleased
with the results, especially
with the little preparations
due to COVID-19 restrictions, ahead of the first
two World Cup qualifying fixtures.
“The more important
thing for us is the six
points with five goals

The SKNFA in a release
said that it is expected
that the players, coaches,
technical staff and the
management team will
be quarantined upon arrival in St. Kitts and
Nevis in keeping with the
Federation’s COVID-19
protocols.

“Due to COVID protocols, with little training time and without
international friendly, we try to focus on the tactical part to set
up a solid and compact team looking to play on the opponent’s
mistakes to surprise them.”
scored and zero against.
I enjoyed a lot the draw
(Sunday)
between
Trinidad and Tobago and
Puerto Rico 1-1, because
we have a plus-five goal
difference and Trinidad
plus three.
He said the team has a

strong chance to qualify,
but will need to improve
on preparation.
“We can’t get excited.
Victories cover up mistakes. The team played
without possession of
the ball with two lines of
four, very compact, and

with two attackers marking their creative midfielders - six in the second
block. We started to go up
the line and put pressure
on the opponent, always
trying to maintain possession of the ball in the
opponent’s field and with
a constant movement of

our offensive players. Of
course, there is a lot of
work to be done to solidify this game model.”
After
defeating
Puerto Rico last week
Wednesday,
Coach
Neiva had high words of
commendation for the

St. Kitts and Nevis lead
Group F with six points,
followed by Trinidad
with four points after both
teams would have played
two matches each. Puerto
Rico is in third place with
one point, and Guyana
and the Bahamas round
out the table, yet to register a point.
St. Kitts and Nevis next
do battle in the June 2021
FIFA international window dates when they face
their toughest test yet:
Trinidad and Tobago and
Guyana. To progress from
this Group to the next
qualifying round, St. Kitts
and Nevis would need to
top the group, and a victory in their next match
would all but assure that
result.
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VACCINATE! VACCINATE! VACCINATE!
Hastings R. Daniel
IN
THE
PUBLIC
INTEREST

We perforce enter the
conversation and join
the chorus of health and
public officials to hasten
the process of vaccination to ensure the health,
happiness and secured
future of all residents of
St. Kitts and Nevis, the
wider Caribbean and the
world. We confess that
we did not think our voice
and encouragement were
needed as a number of
high ranking officials have
put in their “two cents” in
advising, informing and
encouraging our citizens
to vaccinate. Public officials have procured the
appropriate vaccination
at some cost to ensure
that it is a free gift to all
residents. In our private
interest we have taken our
first jab with anticipation
to complete the process in

due time. We have seen
the roll-out of the process
in our Federation. It has
not been lost on us that
with the first to the vaccination polls have been the
non-nationals with their
sleeves rolled-up. We are
afraid that our nationals
aunts, uncles, kith and kin
have voluntarily chosen
to bring up the rear if at all
participate in this national
endeavor.
We have ran into some
personal headwinds with
our kith and kin in the
urgent push and call to
vaccinate. We are frightened that our apparent
success in holding off the
virus has lulled us into
complacency and a sense
of achievement. All the
pundits and others have
told us that this virus is not
going anywhere in a hurry. It is going to be in and
around our shores. We
would therefore urge that
now that the Federation
is nearing the shore we

do not slack our riding
and as it is feared sink the
boat at the pier. We have
to dock nicely with 100%
vaccination. Nobody is
safe without vaccination.
Our borders are going to
be thrown ajar with consequent challenges as a
small country. We cannot rest on our laurels of
a low virus country. The
exposure is still potent.
Our numerous visitors
and travelers have to be
accommodated and serenaded for our future economic advancement.
We must perforce address
some misgivings regarding the vaccine that we
are presently using. There
are real people who have
suggested that the vaccine
is not safe as we are not
told what is in it. We have
asked and we now repeat
that question: what is in
the phensic and the medication that we take for the
ills that plague the body?
We have been told that

we met our parents taking same and we follow
suit. Today that selfsame
question arise. We shudder to think that our parents though less exposed
to education were easier
to lead and were smarter
than us when it comes to
looking after their health.
We have been harbouring
the view that when anything good and uplifting
is available the local people are the last to access it.
However when anything
is not so uplifting there
is a rush to reach same to
our detriment and despair.
We salute those who have
taken the jab and wish
them well in their bodily
adjustment. We thought
by now with our leadership in controlling the
virus and keeping our
people safe for almost
fifteen (15) months that
St. Kitts and Nevis would
have already achieved a
minimum 50% immunity. We should lead on all

fronts. We have kept the
virus at bay we should go
in for the coup de grace
by vaccinating with ever
increasing numbers so
that we can be in front
of the class in this worldwide crusade. We note
that some persons who
have been affiliated with
churches have posited the
idea that this vaccination
process has the trapping
of what they referred to
as the “mark of the beast”
and that everything about
us will be known. I am
frightened having been a
follower of the Lord and
membership in a church
myself. We welcome
this vaccine as an answer
to prayer that the Lord
looked on sinful man and
guided him into a process
to protect himself and
praise his God for this
marvelous gift. We warn
that some persons who
should get the vaccine for
their continued health and
happiness might make the
foolish assumption that if

they do not take it somehow the selfsame Lord
who provided a way is
going to find another way
in an emergency to get the
persons who turned away
from the path he has provided to specifically look
after them in their despair.
That is simply not going
to happen.
All the naggots of negativity regarding the vaccination of our people must
be put to rest. We urge
that our people rise up
and vaccinate. Perhaps
we should give a day off
from work for our people
to “cool off” after the first
jab. There is much ado
about nothing. We repeat
the clarion advice and call
that we hasten the vaccination process for all
our citizens with a view
to completing the 100%
compliance by June 2021.
Let us arise, vaccinate and
build back St.Kitts and
Nevis. Selah!

Another Easter Monday Aquatic Sports axed
By Loshaun Dixon

For a second straight
year, the Easter Monday
tradition of the Basil
Henderson
Aquatic
Sports has been cancelled
due to COVID-19, the
organiser for the meet has
confirmed.
Cultural Preservationist
Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett
disclosed to The Observer
that just as in 2020, there
will be no Aquatic Sports
on Easter Monday, after
the National COVID-19
Taskforce informed the
meet will not be possible.
Nisbett noted that he was
aiming to return with a
big bang in 2022 for the
65th anniversary.
In 2020, the meet also

was cancelled due to the
Federation
observing
COVID-19 lockdowns.
The event usually draws
thousands to the bayfront
in Basseterre to witness
various swimming races
and the ever-popular
greasy pole events for
ham and money.
Nisbett told The Observer
that he approached the
COVID-19
taskforce
seeking permission, as
the persons who normally
contributed to it were adamant about going through
with it.
“Regardless
of
COVID-19, they still
wanted to put in their
big input, and I believe it
would have been bigger
this year.”

He said he had spoken
with the Commissioner
of Police prior to getting
back word from the task
force, and was told no
public events would be
allowed. He said that he
was later informed by the
taskforce that the committee met and they decided
against it.

Nisbett however promised that the exclusion
of this year could lead to
next year being the biggest year yet. He said he
will be looking to add an
entire week of activities
in the build-up to that
event to celebrate the 65th
anniversary.
“It is the 65th anniversary

next year, and what I plan
to do is to release a book,
and it gives me time to
finish the book. I am going to do a week of activities including a banquet. I
am going to do 65 plaques
of those people who have
contributed to 4-H and
also the Socio-Economic
development of St. Kitts
and Nevis.

a sponsor to fund it.

The late Basil Henderson
was the initiator of the
4-H development in St.
Kitts and Nevis, and they
were involved in aquatic
sports, boxing, debates
and queen shows.

He said as part of the
week of activities, he will
aim to have debating and
spelling competitions, as
those were once activities
put on by the 4-H organization, led by Henderson.

Nisbett said he also
wants to make a statue of
Henderson and is seeking

He said that all the normal
sponsors kept pressing
him to get involved if the

He said he had photos of
past swimmers and how
the bayfront looked in the
past, and will use those
for the book, and to help
celebrate the occasion
next year.
“Maybe it is a good thing,
because it gives me a
chance to reflect and do a
bigger job.

meet was taking place,
but were happy to wait
until next year.
“I will leave them for next
year, because as I said, it
will be a week of activities and it will give them a
break to cool off from the
COVID. All of them were
willing and were just
waiting. Some of them
were asking me when I
was coming.”
Looking forward to next
year, Nisbett promised the
event will feature a look
into Basil Henderson’s
contributions and the
development of how the
sports and everything
came about, and the psychological impact among
other things.

Page:10

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 2nd, 2021

NEWS

NOTICE OF SALE
PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

GINGERLAND, NEVIS

5.7 ACRES WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

LISTED FOR SALE
US$1,250,000

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

TAKE NOTICE that 5,506 square feet of
land with dwelling house thereon situated
at Cane Garden Estate, Saint John Parish,
Nevis is being offered for sale.
Any enquiries should be made to 1-869-469-5259.

NEWS

PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

NORTH SHORE ESTATE, NEVIS

NEW RIVER, NEVIS

1.00 ACRE WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

1.76 ACRES WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

LISTED FOR SALE
US$1,450,000
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LISTED FOR SALE
US$940,000

iﬁed Ad to run 26 March,
Classiﬁed
2 AprilAd
& 9toApril
run 26
2021
March, 2 April & 9 April 2021
WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

PROPERTY FOR SALE

PROPERTY FOR SALE

HUGGINS ESTATE, NEVIS

NEWCASTLE, NEVIS

0.50 ACRE WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

1.20 ACRE WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

LISTED FOR SALE
US$349,000

LISTED FOR SALE
US$545,000

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

TEL: 869 469 3000

IN

IN

LIQUOR LICENCES ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate, District “A”
To the Superintendent of Police

I, GAVIN j. WILLIAMS FOR FAUSTINA’S
SNACKETTE now residing in Stapleton in the Village of St. Peter’s do hereby give you notice that
it is my intention to apply on 1st April, 2021 next
to the District Magistrate at Basseterre for a Retail Liquor Licence in respect of my premises in
Stapleton, St. Peter’s.
‘

Dated this 18th day of March 2021.
Signed
Gavin J. Williams
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ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn

Page:13

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 2nd, 2021

NEWS

EEKhEDEd

EĞǀŝƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůĂŶŬΘdƌƵƐƚŝƐŶŽǁ


hrban co
nternat onal an

r st, has co

ho eto n ban of le an er a
co b nes o erf l

o ern ban n

, for erl

e s

lete rebran n as the lea n
lton
th the le ac of le an er a

s the lar est lobal ban

lton

n the ent re re on

he rebran n reflects the an ’s lobal stren th, “fortress” balance sheet,
an ra l e an n c sto ers fro
ore than
co ntr es ase n
e s, e are ro
e s ans an
tt t ans

,
offers

h te lo e ban n sol t ons, acce t n

e os ts n
c rrenc es, ser n ro nent cl entele of lar e nst t t ons,
n
als, b s nesses, an ltra h h net orth fa l off ces see n rel able
ban n an n est ent sol t ons
e el er res lts as the stron est ban
ons er a

nn n career at a fast ace

lobal ban

,D/>dKEZ^ZsE<

hr

hrban co

,ĂŵŝůƚŽŶZĞƐĞƌǀĞĂŶŬWůĂǌĂ͕:ĞƐƐƵƉƐƐƚĂƚĞ͕EĞǀŝƐ͕^ĂŝŶƚ<ŝƚƚƐĂŶĚEĞǀŝƐ
dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ͗нϭϴϲϵͲϰϲϵͲϴϴϴϵͮǁǁǁ͘ŚƌďĂŶŬ͘ĐŽŵ
'>K>E</E'ͮdZh^dΘ^ZKtͮEz^Ͳ>/^d^^dDE'DEdd&ͮW/d>DZ<d^

Page:14

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 2nd, 2021

NEWS
LOCAL
NEWS

Hamilton Reserve Bank sponsors annual kite
flying competition and workshop

By Monique Washington

Hamilton Reserve Bank
(formerly the Nevis
International Bank and
Trust) and the largest
International Bank in the

region will be spreading
cheer this Easter, as the
exclusive sponsors for a
kite-flying competition on
Good Friday (April 2) after successful hosting kite
making workshop.

Hamilton Reserve Bank
located in Jessups Village
offers white-glove banking solutions in 10 different currencies to a
worldwide
clientele
of large institutions,

Case Number :SKBHPB2021/0012

Submitted Date:11/03/2021 14:28

individuals, businesses,
and ultra-high net worth
family offices seeking
reliable, holistic, and
efficient
international
banking and investment
solutions. Certified annually by Grant Thornton,
the
bank’s
auditor.
Hamilton Reserve Bank
maintains a pristine regulatory history and is committed to a best practices
approach in all aspects of
its business.

Filed Date:11/03/2021 14:28
Fees Paid:12.00

According
to
the
Relationship
Manager
Oksana Williams, the
bank provides customer
relationships in more than
150 countries, the bank
provides modern, fast,
hassle-free, white glove
customer service to a
global clientele.

“The Bank’s rebranding
reflects its rapidly expanding customer base
and global presence. Our
day-to-day operations,
compliance
practices,
ownership structure and
SWIFT code all remains
the same. We offer powerful modern banking
services with the legacy
of Alexander Hamilton,
who he was and what he
stood for.”
Hamilton Reserve Bank
offers four main services:

Global banking, Asset
management,
capital
markets. Authorized by
the government of St.
Kitts and Nevis we a duly
licensed
International
Marketing Agent and the
only bank licensed escrow
agent bank for St. Kitts
and Nevis Citizenship by
Investment program

This annual competition features hundreds of
Nevisians coming out and
participating or spectating.
The event was hosted by
the St John’s Community
Improvement Club for
several years, but The
Observer confirmed from
the President of the club,
Alstead Pemberton, that
they will not be hosting
this year.

On Monday Over 40 students attended the 3-day
workshop, March 29th to
March 31st at Elizabeth
Pemberton
Primary
school. Five local kitemakers will teach the students the skill of making
kites from start to finish.
Sessions will run from
9:00 am to 3:00 pm for
the three days.
Williams
told
the
Observer that “some of
them (participants) enjoyed making kites so
much that they made an

effort to make a few per
child. It was a very exciting learning experience,
one student said to me”
Premier Mark Brantley
highlighted the importance of teaching youths
the traditional way of
making kites.
“In my day we used to
make them ourselves, and
you had to be able to make
the loop, and some other
way they call a mountain
loop… and some had a
toggle loop.
These are all things
that we did as youngsters. Now you can go
on Google…I’m sure
YouTube and find out
how to do it, but we’re
going to be teaching the
kids how to make them
how we did, and we’re
going to have a competition at the Flats on Good
Friday,” he said.
Brantley said that the
kite flying competition
is a collaborative effort
between the Ministries of
Tourism and Education.
Good Friday kite flying is
a tradition in Nevis. The
categories for the competition include the biggest
kite, the best paper kite
and the best flying kite.
The competition will be
held on the Flats and begins at noon.
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‘Swim to Win’ hosts first
sessions for 2021

By Monique Washington

The first ‘Swim to Win’
session for 2021 has
ended successfully, with
38 participants learning
how to swim, including
Red Cross members. The
six-week period began on
February 7.
Coordinator
Terri
Andrews was particularly
pleased with the outcome.

a summer children camp.
“We are very pleased
to continue our partnership the Department of
Sports and NIA, with
the Christena Camp that
will be offered this summer. What that is going
to involve, is that Anne
Mc Clindon, developer
of Swim to Win, will be
coming back to the federation. In the first week

very excited about this.
We are targeting 225-250
students. Hopefully, we
will be able to continue
the program every year,”
she said.
The camp will cumulate
with a Memorial swim,
where swimmers will
swim from the Christena
disaster site to Pinney’s
Beach.

“The Christena Camp, as an initiative, is to
reach out to all the children in Nevis to help
them to get over the fear of water, and to
teach them water safety and how to swim.
“We had a huge success
with the first session of
the Swim to Win 2021.
It started on February 7
and ran for six Sundays at
Oualie Beach. We had 38
swimmers, four of which
were members of the
(Nevis) Red Cross, which
was great. They were a
huge assist to the program, and these guys are
great. We are hoping that
they come through in the
program as instructors.”
She noted that the next
sessions (another six
weeks) will begin on
May 9. She added that
they will be partnering
with the Department of
Sports and the Nevis
Island Administration for

there will be an instructor training session, and
also in the first week, we
will have sessions for the
special needs students at
the CBIS (Cecily Browne
Integrated
School),”
Andrews said.
She noted that the
Christena Summer Camp
will begin on July 12th
and run for three weeks.
That exercise will target
children from 6-16 years
of age in Nevis.
“The Christena Camp, as
an initiative, is to reach
out to all the children in
Nevis to help them to get
over the fear of water, and
to teach them water safety
and how to swim. We are

“We really want to take
Swim to Win to the community. Going out and offering free instruction to
the adult swimmers and
to get them involved,”
Andrews said.
She also noted that this
Easter they will partner with NASC (Nevis
Aquatic and Sailing
Centre) to host an Easter
Camp.
“The Camp runs from
April 6-16. It is a sailing
camp; a marine conservation camp. ‘Swim to
Win’ will run the swimming days. We are happy
to have partnered with
them.”
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The original SIN
The primordial cognitive mis-step (Jeremiah 10: 23)
StitchingTimes@Island Thyme with Mr. Stanford Lewis and Mr. Glenville Ruff Peets. By Perryette Peets
Dear Bro Lewis,
Your reply re the captioned discussion is perfect for the purpose of
definitively proving that
the number line of integers (...-3,-2,-1,0,1,2,3,...)
is seriously flawed. The
zero (0) should be deleted
and replaced with one (1).
So that one (1) is neutral,
neither positive nor negative. This rationalization
of the number line makes
it evident that PY (3.14) is
an integer, a whole number 13 or 31 depending on
your perspective.

The said rationalization
is derived from Bible
rhetoric and mathematics.
Possession of this immutable axiom, fact explains
how time is ubiquitously,
factored. weaved into every facet of our existence.
As you so eloquently
expressed it life exists on
the continuum of time.
Consequent to the fundamental mis-valuation of
the first step on the number line of integers, is that
the primordial segment of
the time/electromagnetic
spectrum is to date largely
unexplored, unappreciated and underutilized.
This rationalization has
serious implications for
the telecommunications
industry and the numerous Egyptian pyramid
scale experiments like
the nuclear fusion project
that you mentioned in an
earlier e-mail. Proper utilization of the Knowledge
that PY is 13 or 31 reduces scientific exploration to
academic certainty.

Another serious arithmetic implication is that the
analogue clock face is a
close to perfect rendition
of the integer number
line except for the mispositioning of figure one
(1) at an oblique angle. I
published an article in the
two aforementioned local
newspapers; November

4, 2020 issue of the
Labour Spokesman and
November 8, 2020 issue of the Observer. The
article is entitled Gospel
According to Glasford
the Integrity Principle. It
discusses this geometric/
arithmetic illogic of the
clock face. That article
was dedicated to Edwin
Glasford, Drafting teacher at BHS, who passed
away the week prior to the
publication of the article. I
was not aware that he had
died before writing the
article. His wife informed
me when I visited his office to request his permission to publish.

Also, there is an unpublished article dedicated
to my first form math
teacher a British VSO Mr.
Alan Kaye. It discusses
my long held, since infancy, intuition that the
elimination of zero (0)
is the ultimate objective
of mathematics, like is
achieved on the clock. I
had thought that my intuition was a given. That
it was universal. But you
are helping me to understand that my theory/
inspiration is personal to
holder. Your invaluable
assistance in this regard is
among others the reason
and motivation for dedicating the Stitching Time
article especially to you.
I trust that we are now on
the same page if not the
same line.

Did you notice that
swearing in of President
Biden occurred January
Teenth which in some
mystic way parallels
Texas slavery emancipation commemoration on
June Teenth. Stitching
Time! Cheers.

You also solicited comments, so here are a few.

If you are shooting for
short articles in the local
newspapers, I like the direction you are heading.
Today, in the age of quick
sound bites and incessant
competition for ratings
and with a fickle global
audience, more and more
publications have surrendered, adjusted and implemented an abbreviated
news format. More often
they will only publish
short articles. In this regard, they typically would
only publish ones that are
an easy quick read, ones
that hold their audience’s
attention and generate
interest. Many will shy
away from names, events,
allegations that are not
substantiated in the public
domain and are unwilling
to verify, certify or vet.
I cannot say for certain
this is the case with the
Labour Spokesman and
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer
but perhaps you can look
at their publication or
consult the editor. Read
some of the articles that
are published in these media. That will give you an
idea how much space is
likely to be allocated.

In the piece below, the
first line reads “In 2020
during one of his annual
returns ….” I don’t think
you need names here.
That would apply to a
documentary or a scholarly type of article that is
well documented and verifiable with names lend
credence. I don’t think
this is the case. Perhaps
you can introduce the
subject saying something
like, “In December of
2020, my brother and I
had the pleasure of being
treated by an old friend
on his annual visit back
home,” so that it does not
distract.

Further into the piece,
seems as if you are
postulating a theory.
Technically,
postulating does not mean it’s a

theory. However, if this is
read by a layman the assumption would be that
you are postulating a theory. In this regard, there
needs to be a basis, a set
of principles that define
what you are postulating.
You attributed the failures
of out of space missions
as due to intellectual
shortcomings. I am not
certain if this qualifies as
a theory. This statement
is true for any undertaking that goes beyond a
frontier. I don’t think
man is ever presumed all
knowing, infallible. The
world would never get to
that stage where mankind
knows everything. The
earth is so much older
that humans, the universe
greater than our imagination and here on earth, life
exists on the continuum
of time. I don’t think that
will change. Perhaps you
should solicit other opinions but I don’t believe
this qualifies as postulating a theory but rather,
just a fact of life.

You mentioned it is a
footnote/article. I don’t
know where to draw the
line. Is it a footnote or
article? I will take the
more interesting path
assuming you are developing this into a short article. Further down, you
started with a discussion
of the disparity between
rich and poor and lay the
blame on poor, primitive
mathematics. I think you
will need to explain the
correlation. With reference to Space X endeavors (Elon Musk), some
will argue, it is advanced
math that got space exploration this far, notwithstanding the failures.
But it is not just Musk. It
happened with Europeans
exploring a new world,
under the Kennedy space
program, the Russians too
had many failures, several catastrophic. Space
exploration did not happen overnight. It was the
workings and continuous
improvements in science,

technology, engineering
and math (STEM) that
got the space program
where it is today. To go
beyond, will encounter
setback and failures.
In 2020 during one of
his annual returns to
St. Kitts, Mr. Stanford
Lewis treated Glenville
Ruff Peets, my brother
and me to lunch at Island
Thyme, Port Zante. I had
ball o corn and steamed
pot- fish. During the meal
we discussed the ever expanding chasm between
rich and poor in spite of
tremendous,
relentless
efforts to reverse the ominous trend. I postulated
that the underlying cause
was that our mathematics
was still very primitive
and not sufficiently appropriate to our times. To
support my postulate I referred to the large proportion of unsuccessful Mars
missions including Elon
Musk’s failed attempt in
February 2018 to launch
his Tesla Roadster sports
motor car into indefinite
Mars orbit. It is conclusive that humankind’s
failures are due to their
intellectual shortcomings.
Which is the spiritual
perspective that is amply
supported in bible mathematics and rhetoric.

I took a cursor look. To
me, it reads like an article, could be a story or
a piece explaining the
mathematics of time and
mathematical foundation
from a religious perspective. In any case, am not
certain this type of publication should be dedicated to anyone unless
developed into a thesis, a
book or some significant
publication. From my
perspective on religion
and science, one cannot
explain the other, in a
pure sense. Science is a
universal concept that can
be validated no matter religion, place or time. It is
independent of spirituality and feelings or belief.
Perhaps my spirituality

index is not high enough
to understand the proposed concept but nevertheless, I am taking liberty
to provide feedback as a
lay observer. In addition
to the questions/comments sent earlier which
include:
- Is Island Thyme real or
functional?
- What publication vehicle will carry this?
- Who is the intended
audience?
I suggest perhaps you
need to explain what pole
position is, unless it is
known and well understood by your audience.
The reference to clocks,
is that for all clocks and
not just the one at Island
Thyme?
I am not clear on what
you referred to as money
counterfeiting, perhaps
you can clarify
Also, it is not clear to me
about your conclusion
about the calculations.
Math has rules that explain the core principles
of multiplication and division, verifiable by addition or subtraction, what
are you questioning?
Without providing a longwinded commentary, I am
sending marked-up comments on your document.
They should show up in
red, well, depending on
what version of WORD is
loaded on your computer.
At minimum, you should
see an updated document
with changes and I hope
you can read what is inserted and or deleted. if
you are unable, let me
know and l will reformat
and send you line by line
comments.

Hope all is well at the
castle and life is beautiful
in SKN.

Page:17

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 2nd, 2021

NEWS

Nevisian businesswoman opens artisan shop

- first of its kind

By Monique Washington

A dream came true for
one businesswoman on
Nevis this past week, as
she opened the first of its
kind artisan shop, named
‘The Olive Tree’.
On Wednesday, March 31,
Amelia Chiverton opened
the Olive Tree at Nelson’s
Spring Condominium.
Chiverton is the owner
of Chiverton Nevis Villa
Rental & Management
Services, and is a Personal
Assistant for a Project &
Property Management
Company, specializing in
vacation rental properties
on St Kitts and Nevis.
Speaking with The
Observer, Chiverton reflected that ‘The Olive
Tree’ was always her
dream.
“The Olive Tree is born
from a dream. I had a
dream about a tree, and I
actually thought it was the
tree of life – the Moringa
Tree. I was at a place in
life where I contemplated
giving up my space. I was
paying rent for a year. We
have been in COVID,
and we didn’t have that
level of back and forth,
with guests arriving and
leaving. I was trying to
figure out whether to give
it up or do I do something
else,” she said.
Chiverton revealed that

she received a lot of encouragement from her sisters and her son, husband.
While researching the
olive tree, “the meanings
were perseverance, determination, never giving
up, and focus,” which led
her to eventually opening
her store.
She noted that she decided
to put together a local artisan (craft) shop that currently has predominantly
St Kitts and Nevis-made
products - about 80%.
“There are so many talented artisans on Nevis.
I worked in tourism for
many years. My background is IT (Information
Technology) and tourism.
I have worked with the
Artisan Village and the
artisans there. They have
some amazing products. I
felt like the island needed
somewhere to house everything locally-made, to
give artisans somewhere
to showcase their products. That is what ‘The
Olive Tree’ is all about,”
she said.
Chiverton noted that there
are 16 artisans represented at her shop, and the
number is growing.
“We have everything
from health care to craft,
photographs, jewellery,
handbags, shoes, wines
and spirits, paintings
and every Friday Olive

Focaccia bread will be
available for pick up. I
can see this store being
the place to go to pick up
something memorable to
go home with from Nevis
and St. Kitts,” she said.
She said that ‘The Olive
Tree’ gives artisans a platform to showcase their
products.
“I am purchasing their
products; they are getting
recognition. By purchasing local and keeping
it local in one location
they are benefitting, and
their products are being
seen. We will be open on
Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays for now, and
on Saturday by appointment only.”
Chiverton said that
“COVID-19 has forced
people to think outside
the box and to think differently”. She noted that
at ‘The Olive Tree’ she
will never turn down any
artisan that wishes to have
their products in her store.
“I have become overwhelmed in the last three
days; absolutely totally
overwhelmed, and I am
happy, and I will never
turn anyone away. I am
very excited and I am really happy that I had that
dream, and that God put
that in my head.”
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CBI promotion “saved the day”
By Loshaun Dixon

The limited-time offer
on the Citizenship By
Investment (CBI) programme by the government of St. Kitts and Nevis
picked up steam late last
year, after a slow start due
to COVID-19, according to Prime Minister Dr
Timothy Harris.
Launched in July last
year, the offer was started
initially to last only six
months. However, due
to its popularity, it was
expanded.
Dr. Harris reflected that
promotion of the programme was a good intervention that “saved the
day.”
Under the limited-time offer, families of up to four

can be granted citizenship
for $150,000 instead of
the previous $195,000.
This represents a price reduction of $45,000.
Dr Harris said the CBI
industry was impacted, as
was every other sector, by
the COVID-19. He said
that there have been issues
with properly marketing
the CBI programme.
“The traditional ways by
which we would have
promoted the programme
would have been by visits
to some of the key markets - for example, Dubai
and Hong Kong and other
areas, we would have
gone and visited, meet
with international marketing agents, meet with
personal investors, and
sell out a programme to
them.”

Dr Harris said that
COVID-19 meant none
of that could have been effectively executed, and so
the government resorted
to technology - participated in regular webinars to
promote the programme.
“Of course there was a
period of time there was a
disinterest, because there
was too much uncertainty in the marketplace;
people were then wary
of whether they should
make a move, and realistically, they could not
move as a consequence of
COVID-19.”
He said when they
launched the limited-time
offer there was a slow period, initially, but the programme picked up steam
later in the year.

“In the latter part of the
year, the programme had
begun to pick up steam,
and we are satisfied with
the results. So satisfied we
were, that in the budget of
last year we did indicate
that we would extend the
limited-time offer this
year.
“Because again, for a substantial period…because
of COVID-19, we were
not able to properly promote the project. There
was too much noise, in
a manner of speaking, in
the marketplace. There
were other things more
pressing on the minds of
the prospective investor, for them to engage
properly.”

Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris

Bank of Nevis acquires RBTT and RBC today
The Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College (CFBC) Board of Governors invites applications from
suitably qualified persons to fill the full-time position at the CFBC from May 1, 2021.

Accounts Officer
QUALIFICATION AND EXPERIENCE:
Applicants must possess the following:
• An Associate Degree in Accounting or the Certified Accounting Technician (CAT)
qualification from an accredited institution
• At least one (1) year of experience working with accounting software (eg: QuickBooks)
• At least one (1) year of experience working with payroll software (eg: Wagesplus)
MAIN DUTIES
1. Payroll functions
a. Enter data into payroll software and process the payrolls
b. Generate payslips, social security, bank and deduction letters from payroll software
c. Enter payroll data into the online platform and the accounting software
d. Provide typing, copying, filing and email services

By Laughton Pemberton

Since its inception, the
Bank of Nevis Limited
has been steadily on the
rise, and the progression
it has made to this point,
will today, Thursday,
April 1, 2021, result in
what can be deemed as
nothing less than a major
development – the takeover of the Royal Bank
of Trinidad and Tobago
(RBTT) on Nevis, and the
Royal Bank of Canada
(RBC) on St. Kitts.
The transaction finally
becomes a reality after a

delay of fifteen months
and twenty days, following the initial announcement on December 12,
2019.

On
Monday
last,
Chairman of the Bank
of Nevis Limited, Mr.
Laurie Lawrence, was
justifiably guarded in
providing any additional
information, but he did
apprise the Observer that
“the bank is waiting on
the Federal Government
to sign off on the vesting
order. We cannot disclose

any information until
the Federal Government
signs the vesting order.
”
This was in response to
queries by The Observer
as to whether all the
employees would be retained, or whether additional jobs would become
available.
Something
similar had been expressed by senior staffers
of the institution.

2. Procurement functions
a. Assist with processing Internal Requisitions
b. Assist with obtaining quotations from vendors
c. Assist with receiving supplies into the storeroom
d. Assist with preparing authorized local Purchase Orders
3.

Any other related duties assigned by the Vice President, Financial and Administrative Affairs

Applications from Qualified applicants should include:
• Letter of Application
• Curriculum Vitae
• Official academic certificates, transcripts and other relevant documents (certified copies)
• Two references with telephone and e-mail addresses
• Police Record
Salary:
Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience and in accordance with the
current salary structure at the CFBC.
Applications should be sent to:
and

Continued on page 22

addressed to

boardofgovernors@cfbc.edu.kn

The Chairman of the Board, Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College,
P.O. Box 268, Burdon Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts

The deadline for receipt of applications is April 6, 2021. Late applications will not be
acknowledged.
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From the Supervisor
of Elections
Vol II Issue #15:
Has Electoral
Reform begun?
On the 27th October,
2020, His Excellency
the Governor General
assented to a change in
the Electoral Laws. The
changes, contained in
Amendment No 13 of
2020, distinguished between CARICOM and
COMMONWEALTH
nationals, and clarified ordinary resident a bit more

Bermuda must wait for
3 years, while nationals
of the OECS, Barbados,
Guyana, Belize, Jamaica
and Trinidad & Tobago
are unaffected. In a way,
that answers the question
that was before the Court
some time ago about student rights.

.

The other change was the
imposition of a 6-month
period into the definition
of ordinary residence. It
says in part, “where a person who is ordinarily resident in Saint Christopher
and Nevis is registered as
a voter for a constituency
and he or she has ceased
to reside in that constituency then he or she shall
continue to be registered
as a voter for that constituency, for a period not
exceeding six months…”

Previously,
all
Commonwealth nationals, both Caricom and
other, qualified to register
as voters after residence
for twelve months. The
change kept the twelve
month qualifying criterion
for Caricom but increased
it to three years for all
other
Commonwealth
citizens.

This change means that
as of that date, the rights
of 2.38 billion persons of
the 42 commonwealth
countries in the world
would have to wait for 3
years to register to vote.
The remaining almost 18
million of the full member CARICOM territories
would retain their rights.
In real terms, Angloafrican, Canadian and
British nationals (including British Dependent
Territories),
Australia,
New
Zealand
and

Interpreted, a voter is free
to move around the country for up to a 6-month
period before his/her registration becomes affected. This has implications
for how objections based
on incorrect address are
processed. It may also
have implications for first
time registrants.

This latter amendment

draws from the Report
of the Electoral Reform
Consultative Committee,
at item 4.7.2.2, (page 57),
that called for legislative
amendment to clarify residency in order to avoid
the misapplication of the
concept of the qualifying
address when determining where an individual
is authorized to cast his
or vote. “This will eliminate the practice of voters
shifting their registration
from one electoral district
to another solely to affect
the outcome of an election”. It continued: “the
amendment should also
… address the issue of the
determination of qualifying address of citizens
living overseas as well
as citizens born overseas
who intend to register.”

The 6-month issue can
also shed light on section
39(5) of the Act. That section allows for dual ordinary residence; and gives
the right to the registrant
to elect the place he/she
desires to be registered.

Combined, these adjustments may help strategize
towards one person having one vote in the right
place, and give fairness
to all.
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EPIC VOYAGES: THREE TREES, EACH OF WHICH
BROUGHT ITS UNIQUE HISTORY TO NEVIS.
TRAVEL by Eric Mackenzie Lamb
A few years before moving permanently to Nevis,
I worked as a pilot in
Kenya. Using a classic
DC-3 aircraft, our crews
would fly tourists from
Nairobi to Masai Mara
and other nature reserves,
where they would stay in
safari lodges and go on
guided tours to see east
Africa’s amazing wildlife.

Our landing areas in the
game parks were open
fields known as savannas,
which meant that, before
touching down, we had
to overfly them to ensure
that there were no elephants, giraffes, zebras,
or other animals which
would present a danger to
both them and ourselves.

For me, gazing down
through the cockpit window, one of the most
memorable sights was the
Baobab tree. With massive trunks and branches
spreading to the sky, they
were truly majestic, unlike anything else I’d ever
seen. In my mind, they
would always remind me
of the beauty of Africa.
So imagine my amazement when, a few years
later, I was driving along
a secondary road in Nevis
and saw this:

Could it be? I asked
myself.
And so the story begins.

The
Baobab
tree
(Adansonia digitata) is a
prehistoric species which
predates mankind and
the splitting of the continents over 200 million
years ago. They grow
in 32 African countries
and can live up to 5000
years, reach up to almost
a hundred feet in height,
and up to 164 feet in circumference. During the
rainy season, it absorbs
and stores water in its
enormous trunk, which
also enables it to produce a nutrient-rich fruit.
Baobab trees can provide
shelter, food, and water
for both animals and humans, which is why many
African savanna communities have made their
homes near these trees.
In addition, its bark can
be turned into rope and
clothing. Even its leaves
are edible and its seeds
can be used to make cosmetic oils. No wonder it’s
known as the Tree of Life.

Although never scientifically proven, its origins
are believed to be the
island of Madagascar
(which I also visited, and

Image by
the author.

where I saw hundreds of
Baobab trees). In fact,
miniature hand carved
replicas of the same trees
are some of the most
popular souvenirs sold to
tourists.
But how did they get to

that sad era is the oldest
Baobab tree in the West
Indies, located at Queen’s
Park in Bridgetown,
Barbados.

Image by
the author.

And there’s really no need
to introduce the breadfruit
tree. Just about every-

Image by the author
the Caribbean?

one in Nevis has seen it,
especially in the island’s
higher altitude areas like
Gingerland.

According to historical
records, Baobab seeds
were most likely brought
to the West Indies by
African slaves who considered them sacred and
probably planted them
to connect themselves
spiritually with their ancestral homeland. The
first trees mentioned in
historical archives were
in Barbados around the
beginning of the 18th century, which seems logical
as the island later became
England’s main distribution point for slaves to
all of its other Caribbean
islands. Today, one of
the major landmarks of

Not always known is the
fact that the tree was first

discovered by Europeans
when Captain James
Cook arrived in French
Polynesia. After he’d
brought back samples of
some of the plants and
their fruit to England, it
didn’t take long for the
government to decide
that breadfruit would be
a much cheaper way to
feed slaves in its colonies.
The mission to transport
this new amenity was assigned to Captain William
Bligh of Mutiny on the
Bounty fame. Needless
to say, it never succeeded.
At least, not the first time.
Eventually, on Bligh’s
second attempt, the breadfruit finally arrived in St
Vincent. As in Barbados,
St Vincent became the
distribution point for the
breadfruit tree to all other
English possessions in the
West Indies.

Finally,

Image by the author

there’s

the

Norfolk Pine.
Norfolk Island, a remote
uninhabited Pacific island off the Australian
coast, was first settled by
English sailors to preempt
French occupation. It was
hoped that the discovery
of the Norfolk Pine, with
its unusually straight
trunk and resistance to
strong winds, could be
used as masts for sailing ships. (It turned out
to be unsuitable and the
effort was abandoned).
However, the Island was
soon destined to serve another purpose. It became
one of the world’s harshest penal colonies after
the British government
decided to bring in convicts. According to historic archives, conditions
were so brutal that many
prisoners chose to commit suicide rather than
be sent to a place which
was commonly referred
to as the Island of No
Return. Perhaps ironically, Norfolk Island, after its
prison system was closed,
was later settled by descendants of the original
Bounty mutineers after
the British government
decided to relocate them
from another of its most
isolated possessions in the
Pacific Ocean, Pitcairn
Island.
Sometimes, just like
roots, there are hidden
stories just below the surface. This is one of them.
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The Board of Governors of the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College (CFBC) invites applications
from suitably qualified persons to fill the following full-time position with effect from
June 1, 2021:
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES
Qualifications and Experience
• Applicants must possess a Masters’ degree in Human Resources or a related field
• Applicants must possess a minimum of 5 years’ relevant work experience
• A professional certification in HR Management will be considered an asset
Main Responsibilities
• Guides and manages the overall provision of HR services, policies, and programmes for the College
• Collaborates with senior administrators and the Board to forecast and develop the College’s goals
and strategy related to staffing, recruitment, and retention
• Develops an HR strategy aligned to the College’s strategic objectives
• Manages staff within the Human Resources Department
• Provides consultation and strategic leadership throughout the change management process
• Develops and implements HR policies that are current, aligned with national labour laws, and in
keeping with best practices
• Designs and implements a comprehensive orientation programme for new employees
• Prepares Human Resource reports, budgets, and training plans
• Manages the recruitment and selection process of academic and non-academic staff
• Manages the employee performance evaluation process and staff recognition programme
• Reviews and updates employment regulations, job descriptions and organisational charts
• Advises the management team regarding employee grievances and disciplinary matters
• Communicates effectively with internal and external constituents
• Performs HR functions regarding compensation and benefits, leave requests and job letters
• Exercises confidentiality, diplomacy, and tact with the ability to demonstrate patience
• Prepares HR Board Submissions
Applications from Qualified Persons should include:
• Letter of Application
• Curriculum Vitae
• Police Record
• Official academic certificates, transcripts and other relevant documents (certified copies)
• Two references with telephone and e-mail addresses
• One Passport sized photo
Salary:
Commensurate with qualifications and experience and in accordance with the current salary structure at CFBC.
All application documents should be scanned and submitted as one email file to:
boardofgovernors@cfbc.edu.kn
and addressed to
The Chairman of the Board
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College,
P.O. Box 268, Burdon Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts
The deadline for receipt of applications is April 30, 2021. Late applications will not be acknowledged.

Case Number :SKBHPB2021/0013

Submitted Date:18/03/2021 11:45
Filed Date:18/03/2021 11:45
Fees Paid:12.00
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Continued from page 18

As earlier mentioned,
on December 12, 2019
(the date of the initial announcement) in Toronto,
Canada, The Royal Bank
of Canada had announced
that it had entered into
definitive agreements to
sell all its banking operations in the Eastern
Caribbean to a consor-
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Limited, National Bank
of Dominica Limited, and
The Bank of Montserrat
With more than 100 years
of dedicated service to
the region, RBC has been
maintained in 17 countries, with 52 branches
and over 3,200 employees serving more than one
million clients. As one of
the Caribbean’s leading
diversified financial services companies, RBC

by doing so, the Nevis
Co-operative Bank made
loans available for a wide
range of activities, inclusive of starting small
businesses and purchasing land.
Some thirty years later,
in 1985, another visionary Nevisian, The Right
Excellent Sir Simeon
Daniel, with his ability
to mobilize Nevisians at
home and abroad, was

RBC Royal Bank
tium of indigenous banks
within the region. The
transaction was subject to
regulatory approval and
other customary closing
conditions, and today, in
essence, marks the end of
that process.
The sales encompasses
the branches of Royal
Bank of Canada in
Antigua,
Dominica,
Montserrat, St. Lucia,
and St.Kitts and Nevis, as
well as regional business
operating under RBC
Royal Bank Holdings
(EC) Limited in Nevis,
Grenada, and St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.
Collectively, these operations are referred
to as “RBC Eastern
Caribbean”.
The consortium of five
financial entities purchasing includes: The
Bank of Nevis Limited,
First National Bank
of St. Lucia, Antigua
Commercial
Bank

has provided personal
and commercial banking,
wealth management, corporative and investment
banking, insurance and
trust and asset management services to a wide
range of clients, including individuals, small
businesses, general commercial entities, regional
and multinational corporations and governments.
In 1955, one of our greatest sons of the soil, Daniel
Walwyn, referred to as
the “father of Nevisian
banking”,
established
the Nevis Co-operative
Bank, to provide a
stable financial base for
Nevisians who were then
doing subsistence farming, as well as planting
cotton and raising livestock in order to feed and
maintain their families.
Nevisians wholeheartedly put their trust in
Mr. Walwyn and bought
shares in the bank, and

able to establish the Bank
of Nevis, in spite of resistance from some of
the locals. In addition to
those naysayers were the
other established regional
lending institutions that
were quite hostile - even
suggesting that Nevis
would be “overbanked”.
In 1995, forty years after its establishment,
the Nevis Co-operative
Bank’s directors sold it to
RBTT.

The Observer extends
congratulations to all
investors and shareholders that have a vested
interest in Bank of Nevis
Limited, both at home
and abroad, and for all
those who remained resolutely on course, in spite
of having to overcome
setbacks and challenges
during difficult times.
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