Page:1

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 9th, 2021

NEWS

Page:2

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 9th, 2021

LOCAL
NEWS
NEWS

Currency Union will enjoy faster,
safer banking with ‘DCash’
– ECCB Governor
By Loshaun Dixon

The Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank (ECCB)
last week officially
launched its pilot digital currency dubbed
‘DCash’, to advance the
economies of the Eastern
Caribbean
Currency
Union (ECCU) into the
digital era with faster and
safer transactions.
The pilot was launched
in four member countries
- Antigua and Barbuda,
Grenada, St. Kitts and
Nevis and St. Lucia
- and outreaches will
commence in Anguilla,
Dominica,
Montserrat
and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.
“Leveraging our experience with the first four
pilot countries, we expect
the unloading process
would be faster. It is our
strong desire to see all
member countries in this
pilot as soon as practicable, but no later than
September 2021,” said
Governor of the ECCB,
Timothy Antoine, who
asserted that the future
of the global economy is
digital.
“Today is a historic occasion for the Eastern
Caribbean
Currency
Union, as we commence
the public use of our
digital currency, ‘DCash’,
a
blockchain-based
digital version of our EC
currency.
Antoine reflected that
when the ECCB embarked on the journey,
many central banks were

still on the fence about
central bank digital currencies, and at that time,
the decision seemed
extreme.
“Today, almost nine in 10
central banks are working
on central bank digital
currencies - indeed the
extreme is fast becoming
mainstream.”
He opined that digital currency is a critical step in
the project of building out
the digital economy in the
ECCU.
“I fully believe that the
digital economy is a principal pathway to socioeconomic transformation
and shared prosperity.”
The Governor explained
the philosophy behind the
decision of starting the
digital EC.
“Payments are the lifeblood of every economy.
Cognisant to this reality,
the ECCB regards this
payment system as a public good. Consequently,
our payment system
should work for all,
except illicit actors. It
should work for persons
with banks; it should
work for small businesses
and startups; it should
work for female-headed
homes; also the hours juggling more bills than the
money; it should work for
farmers and fisherfolk; it
should work for creatives
and our youth; it should
work for citizens and
residents anywhere in our
Currency Union, and for
that matter anywhere in
the world.

Antoine said the philosophy has given the
central bank the clarity
and courage to make this
bold move. He then highlighted the benefits of
‘DCash’.
“The ECCB has heard
the lamentations of the
people of the ECCU, and
notwithstanding recent
advances, payments are
still too slow and too expensive. The tag line of
‘DCash’ sums up its value
proposition to the people
of the ECCU - ‘safer,
faster cheaper’.
He said digital currency
offers a safer option to
cash in many ways.
“Unlike physical cash,
digital cash cannot be stolen. In the context of the
ongoing pandemic, where
physical and social offer
a contactless method of
payment, that serves us
well in our new normal.
The ECCB is firmly committed to safety, soundness and integrity of the
financial system, even as
it seeks to build competitiveness and resilience in
the ECCU.”
The governor said that
the bank has been careful to embed anti-money
laundering and combating financing of terrorism
protocols in the ‘DCash’
design, and incorporate
industry standards and
best practices as it relates
to cybersecurity.

“Due care and attention
have also been given to
data privacy, faster payments and transfers – near
instantaneous – about
three seconds.”
He revealed that there will
be no charge for transacting in ‘DCash’, because
the central bank has made
that upfront investment.
In addition to the payment
functionalities, users of
‘DCash’ can send money
to persons who also use
the DCash Application
(App).

“For financial institutions
and businesses, reducing
the use of physical cash
translates in the reduction
in storage, security and
transportation cost associated with the movement
in handling and securing
of physical cash.”
Antoine indicated that the
app will lead to better financial management.

will no longer wonder
where their hard-earned
money went, or how it
was spent.”
He said they intended to
launch it in 2020, but the
pandemic forced them to
take a step back.

“That setback was a stepping stone for a decision
to include all eight member countries in this pilot.
“Using the reporting Consequently, this pilot
function in the ‘DCash’ will run for 12 instead of
app, users can track all six months.”
their expenditure, and
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Five hotel projects set for this year

Prime Minister Harris(C) Minister of Tourism Lindsay Grant (L) and developer of Hillsboro Suites and Residences, Dr. Ken Ballantyne.

By Loshaun Dixon

Confidence in the tourism
sector remains high, according to Prime Minister
of St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr
Timothy Harris, after he
revealed that five hotel
projects are expected to
open this year, while construction of other luxury
developments are set to
begin.
Dr Harris said along with
the hotel projects, a luxury villa development has
recently started in Frigate
Bay and a Condo development is expected to get
started.
Identifying the hotels
that will get on board this
year, Dr Harris named
the Hillsboro Suites and
Residences at Mattingley
Farm, Trinity Sunset Reef
St. Kitts at Palmetto Point,
Ramada and Sea View in
the West Basseterre Area.
He said they also expect
that phase one of the
T-Loft property should
advance to completion
through the course of the
year.

Last week, Dr Harris and
Tourism Minister Lindsay
Grant toured the Hillsboro
and Sunset Reef facilities
to gauge the construction
of the projects.
“These
developments
show a sign of confidence
in the tourism sector in St.
Kitts and Nevis, although
it has been ravaged by
COVID-19 - when persons,
notwithstanding
tourism is at its lowest
state for a long time in
history, and notwithstanding the number of developers - are investing in
the country to be ahead
of the game,” the Prime
Minister said
Dr Harris singled out Dr
Ken Ballantyne, who is
doing the Hillsboro Suites
and Residences, a project
that he said was advancing very well.
Upon completion, the
Hillsboro Sunset Suites
development will feature
nine residential buildings, housing 160 fully
furnished one and twobedroom luxury suites. It
is owned and developed

by Dr Ballantyne.
Addressing a gathering
at Trinity Sunset Reef,
he said the developers
and owners were persons
from abroad who came
into the country, fell in
love with it, and were determined that they were
going to do something
unique.

The prime minister noted
that the facility at Ramada
will offer over 200 rooms
and is a significant project. He said he had been
informed that things are
being put in place to ensure the opening of that
facility during the course
of the year.

The T-Loft Property
Development
dubbed
Pirate’s Nest, will feature
a 246-room project in
Frigate Bay, St. Kitts, and
is led by Lung Ho, the
project manager.
The
Pirate’s
Nest
first broke ground in
December 2013. The
project will be located on
a 7.1-acre site, with 41
condominium units in six

Dr Harris singled out developer Dr Ken
Ballentyne, who is doing the Hillsboro
Suites and Residences, a project that
he said was advancing very well.
“What is there is very
unique, very special... and
is a significant investment
that will do wonders for
our tourism brand.”
That development is described as “a boutique
oceanfront respite located
in Boyds, St. Kitts, featuring luxury amenities, the
latest technology, available private chef and 24hour pampering by our
staff.”

The Ramada, located in
the Whitegate area, is
one of the largest projects
outside of Basseterre,
and will be the second
Ramada-branded hotel
in the wider Caribbean,
alongside an urban hotel
in Belize City.
Dr Harris added that the
T-Loft property will add
a noteworthy number of
rooms to the hotel stock.

independent buildings.
Each building will have
three floors. The project
is the brainchild of T-Loft
Property Development,
which has been approved
by way of the St Kitts
and Nevis’ Citizenship by
Investment Programme.
“Equally important is the
additional rooms that will
come from the cove project that will come from
the Royal St. Kitts property in Frigate Bay. They
have now also started

another investment in
some luxury villas that
will be going to the market at one million US dollars,” Dr Harris said.
He said there is confidence in the management
capability of the government due to the successes
in keeping the people and
country safe.
“There is confidence
in the government as
a whole; in the ability
and excellent success of
the government so far
in keeping us as a safe
destination, one of the
best managed. When the
pent up demands begin
to flow, we are hoping
that we will have enough
rooms to add to the attractiveness of St. Kitts and
Nevis as a premier tourist
destination.”
The Royal St. Kitts
Project will see construction of a 3,600 square foot
high-end villa project.
Owner of that Hotel, Mr.
John Zuliani, said all of
the contractors are local.
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The Canadians have left
In 2019, the Bank of Nova Scotia, a Canadian Bank, sold its operations
in nine of its Caribbean territories to a regional company based in
Trinidad and Tobago. It exited the region after first appearing in Jamaica
in 1889. It explained that it is moving to “core markets with significant
scale”. As it scaled down in these parts, it ramped up in South America.
The Canadian Imperial Bank (CIBC) which owns a majority stake in
First Caribbean International Bank (FCIB), would have sold its shares
had it received the go-ahead from Regulators. CIBC was planning to sell
to a group that has a strong presence in South America. They, the CIBC,
were in the region for about 100 years. The FCIB closed its Nevis
operations last year, even though it maintains a presence in St Kitts.
This month, the Royal Bank of Canada, RBC (and RBTT), sold its
Eastern Caribbean operations to a consortium of indigenous banks, and
left after 110 years of service. RBC says it is repositioning itself where
it can align its investments and resources into markets where their vision
for being the Caribbean’s “digitally enabled relationship bank can be
executed most successfully”.
We do not know what impact this departure will have, but three
developments bring hope that any negativity will be minimized. One is
the launch of the digital currency by the ECCB after piloting it in select
countries. Surely this addresses one of the issues raised by the departing
Canadians about being digitally enabled.

Another is the historical performance of the indigenous banks that
are now the owners of the branches. Here, the St Kitts Nevis National
Bank, after 50 years is recognized as one of the strongest banks in the
subregion, and we must also commend the performance of our own
Bank of Nevis. Besides, the oversight work of the ECCB has helped to
strengthen our banks. Of all the indigenous banks, we know of only two,
in two different islands, that have ever had difficulties.
The third factor that brings comfort is the emergence and growth of
Credit Unions within the region. Their history provides evidence that we
have the expertise amongst us to rise to all challenges.
Only one concern remains: that of diversification. How do we avoid
putting all our eggs in one basket? But at the end of the day, that may
not matter, especially if we continue to give them our fullest support.
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Culturama:
Could the Summer lime return in 2021?

Masqueraders dancing in the street during a past Culturama

The traditional Culturama
with the pageants, street
parade, J’ouvert and junior shows has officially
been axed for this year
due to the COVID-19
pandemic, but a virtual
event may still be possible – meaning that the
summer lime could return
this year, only in a different form.

Last year, Minister of
Culture Hon. Eric Evelyn
said that in addition to
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Nevis Island
Administration
(NIA)
did not have the funds,
and Culturama 46 for the
most part would have required such funding. He
noted that the NIA had
already lost and would
continue to lose millions
of dollars in revenue.

The last Culturama
which was held in 2019,
‘Culturama 45’, ended
safely and peacefully.
There were no serious
reports of major incidents
to the Charlestown police
station.

The Observer contacted
Evelyn, who revealed that
the festival will not be
hosted the way in which
the citizens have been accustomed to.

“The Street Parade, and J’ouvert
and pageants are a no. We are
in the advanced stages of
discussions with the COVID-19
Task Force in hosting a virtual
event,” he said.

‘Culturama 45’ was hosted under the theme ‘Love
Passion, Pride: Culturama
45’

“The Street Parade,
and J’ouvert and pageants are a no. We are
in the advanced stages

He noted that the
COVID-19 Task Force
must ‘Ok’ all public

By Monique Washington

of discussions with the
COVID-19 Task Force in
hosting a virtual event,”
he said.

functions.
Last year, during the
Emancipation weekend,
the Culturama committee

hosted an Emancipation
celebration which was
held in Charlestown,

under the COVID-19
regulations and safety
protocols. Clowns, Bulls,
Masquerades, mummies,
steel pan, string bands

and drummers formed
part of the street activities.

The Observer questioned
Evelyn about Culturama
2022, to which he responded “if people do
not get vaccinated against
COVID-19 and the
Federation does not reach
herd immunity, then the
traditional Culturama will
not be hosted,”
“If we want our
Culturama, we have to
get vaccinated,” he said.
If successful in gaining
permission for the virtual events, Culturama
will follow the Virtual
Sugar 49 that took place
in December in St. Kitts.
That event featured a
creative arts competition,
Senior Calypso Monarch,
virtual J’ouvert and a virtual Panorama
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Brantley: “Sloth on Cannabis
industry has cost us
potential investors”

Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley wants SKN to move with more alacrity on Cannabis

By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis, the
Hon. Mark Brantley, has
stated that the delay of the
Cannabis industry in the
Federation, has caused
the islands to lose potential investors who wish to
research and develop the
industry.
On Wednesday, Brantley
said that things had not
gone as quickly as he
thought they would.
“I think that we have
moved too slowly on
this, and I’ll say publicly,
the movement that I had
anticipated has not happened, and so I believe
that we need to do more;
we need to work faster.
We need to get this thing
done,” he said.

The Premier disclosed
that “I have had investors who have come,
who want to do research,

investment and
elsewhere.”

gone

In January, the govern-

the policy, strategic direction, and governance of
the Medicinal Cannabis
Authority.

“I think that we have moved too
slowly on this, and I’ll say publicly,
the movement that I had
anticipated has not happened,
and so I believe that we need to do
more; we need to work faster.
We need to get this thing done,”
he said.
and who can’t up to now
get a framework, and
so they have taken their

ment approved the formation of the board that will
have responsibility for

Prime
Minister
Dr
Timothy Harris said that
the Medicinal Cannabis

Authority,
established
under the Cannabis Bill,
2020, will provide for
lawful access to medicinal cannabis as an alternative treatment for persons
who are suffering from a
qualifying medical condition, and provide for a
comprehensive licensing
scheme to regulate the
cultivation, supply, possession, production and
use of medicinal cannabis
Meanwhile,
Brantley
noted that the rest of the
world is moving forward
and capitalizing on the
cannabis industry. He
highlighted neighbouring
islands Antigua, Jamaica
and St. Vincent “all
moved ahead, and we are
still here spinning, like
what the old people say
He said that the government needs to do better, and is not above
criticism. He added that

the “technical people”
must move forward with
the regulations.
“That is a criticism which
I think is well-founded.
The federal government,
of which I am a part…
I’ve raised this matter
time and time again. I
know the Prime Minister,
in fairness to him… he
too has raised this matter time and time again. I
think the technical people
need to move on with
the regulations, and simply get it done and let us
move on,” he said.
“People need to buckle
down and do their job and
get these things done, and
allow the country to move
on. I think this can create
jobs for a lot of people
who are out of work,” he
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COVAX
vaccines
arrive in SKN
By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts and Nevis on
Wednesday welcomed
21,600 doses of the
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine, through the COVAX
facility. This means that
the federation received
the entire batch as opposed to the three batches
previously announced.
These doses will be to inoculate 10,800 people.
The vaccine doses arrived
on the RSS A1 aircraft,
and were welcomed
by Prime Minister Dr
Timothy Harris, Minister
of Health Akilah ByronNisbett,
Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry
of Health Dr Delores
Stapleton-Harris, PAHO
St. Kitts and Nevis
Representative Katrina
Smith, Chief Medical
Officer Dr Hazel Laws
and Medical Chief of
Staff at JNF Hospital, Dr.
Cameron Wilkinson
Representative
Smith
said that PAHO was
proud to facilitate this urgently needed effort in St.
Kitts and Nevis to acquire
vaccines. She said the
Americas will have to immunize 700 million people against COVID-19,
with 33,037 being targeted to be vaccinated in
St. Kitts and Nevis
“This is a significant public health undertaking,
as the PAHO Director
Carissa Etienne recently
mentioned that immunization in Latin America
and the Caribbean will be

a global priority.”
Smith said access to vaccines should not be a privilege for a few, but a right
all share, regardless of
who they are and where
they are from.
“PAHO is supporting
countries in distributing
the COVID-19 vaccines
to their populations,
building on their long experience with vaccination
campaigns and immunization programmes.”
She said that in the
Americas, 141.7 million
persons have received
their first dose.
Minister of Health ByronNisbett said that the
Federation was pleased
to be receiving the vaccine on World Health
Day, celebrated under the
theme “building a fairer,
healthier world.”
She said the receipt of the
21,600 doses from the
COVAX facility is timely
“Today more than ever
before, we must foster an
all of society approach to
building a fairer world.
The theme embraces a
strong call to eliminate
health inequalities and
mobilize action to attain better health for all.
Further, it is a profound
manifestation of the required strong multilateral cooperation towards
managing the pandemic.”
PM Harris said that the
arrival of the vaccines

will allow the vaccination of 20,800 people in
St. Kitts and Nevis when
summed with the others
already received.
“We have set ourselves
the target of just over
33,000 to achieve herd
immunity. This means
we have 62% of our target group covered by the
combination of doses we
have had so far.”
He said it was significant,
as it can lead to St. Kitts
and Nevis becoming
the first nation-state to
achieve herd immunity.
Dr Harris said he was
thankful to have engaged
the COVAX facility very
early.
“It is because of the collaborative efforts, both
at the global and hemispheric level, between all
of the foregoing entities
and other agencies, that
nations like St. Kitts and
Nevis can receive the
support we need in the
fight against COVID-19.”
He reminded that the
Federation was faced
with the challenge weeks
ago of no vaccines.
“Today we are closer to
ensuring that our future
can be safer and better
as a result of this further
supply.”
The Prime Minister, who
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CAPTION: From left: Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Hazel Laws; PAHO
Representative to St. Kitts and Nevis, Katrina Smith; Minister of Health,
Akilah Byron-Nisbett; Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris; Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of Health, Delores Stapleton-Harris, and
Medical Chief of Staff at JNF Hospital, Dr. Cameron Wilkinson
is also the lead Caricom
head on Health, said solidarity was needed at the
global level.
“That is why the efforts
by COVAX are crucial
to ensure that no country
is left behind. We need a
common approach, and
common commitment

to equitable access to the
vaccines.”
He called on wealthier
nations to do more to assist developing countries.
“I want to reiterate a
call I made earlier to G7
countries, as well as to
the EU, to do more to

make vaccines available
to small vulnerable nations, and those in need.
76% of vaccines have
been purchased by nine
of the wealthiest countries in the world. Those
are challenges of equality,
challenges of solidarity,
challenges of where the
world will go.”

Page:8

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 9th, 2021

NEWS

THE PRDE OF NEVIS
HAMILTON RESERVE BANK (www.hrbank.com), formerly Nevis
International Bank & Trust is the leading hometown bank of Alexander Hamilton.
HAMILTON RESERVE BANK combines modern banking with the legacy of Alexander Hamilton.

THE FASTEST GROWING BANK
HAMILTON RESERVE BANK is the largest global bank in the entire region.
The Bank has a “fortress” balance sheet, CET1 capital ratio of nearly 100%, and a rapidly
expanding clientele from more than 150 countries. Global SWIFT wires received in less than 20
minutes worldwide. SWIFT Code: NIBTKNNE

WE ARE PROUD NEVISIAN AND KITTITIANS
HAMILTON RESERVE BANK offers white glove banking solutions, accepts deposits in 10
currencies, serving a prominent clientele of large institutions, individuals, businesses, and ultrahigh-net-worth family offices seeking reliable banking and investment solutions.
Want a career at a winning bank? Submit a resume to: hr@hrbank.com

CONTACT HAMILTON RESERVE BANK



HAMILTON RESERVE BANK
Hamilton Reserve Bank Plaza
Jessups Estate, Nevis, St. Kitts & Nevis
Telephone: +1 (869) 469-8889
Website: www.hrbank.com

NEWS
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ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

GINGERLAND, NEVIS

5.7 ACRES WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

LISTED FOR SALE
US$1,250,000

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

NEWS

NEWS

PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

NORTH SHORE ESTATE, NEVIS

NEW RIVER, NEVIS

1.00 ACRE WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

1.76 ACRES WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

LISTED FOR SALE
US$1,450,000
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LISTED FOR SALE
US$940,000

iﬁed Ad to run 26 March,
Classiﬁed
2 AprilAd
& 9toApril
run 26
2021
March, 2 April & 9 April 2021
WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

PROPERTY FOR SALE

PROPERTY FOR SALE

HUGGINS ESTATE, NEVIS

NEWCASTLE, NEVIS

0.50 ACRE WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

1.20 ACRE WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

LISTED FOR SALE
US$349,000

LISTED FOR SALE
US$545,000

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

TEL: 869 469 3000

IN

IN

LIQUOR LICENCES ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate, District “A”
To the Superintendent of Police

I, GAVIN j. WILLIAMS FOR FAUSTINA’S
SNACKETTE now residing in Stapleton in the Village of St. Peter’s do hereby give you notice that
it is my intention to apply on 1st April, 2021 next
to the District Magistrate at Basseterre for a Retail Liquor Licence in respect of my premises in
Stapleton, St. Peter’s.
‘

Dated this 18th day of March 2021.
Signed
Gavin J. Williams
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Global Warming Report: US, UK, EU Banks
Dominated by Conflict of Oil Interests
US banks are pledging
to help fight the climate
crisis alongside the Biden
administration, but their
boards are dominated
by people with climaterelated conflicts of interest, and they continue to
invest deeply in fossil fuel
projects.
Three out of every four
board members at seven
major US banks (77%)
have current or past ties to
climate-conflicted companies or organizations
– from oil and gas corporations to trade groups
that lobby against reducing climate pollution,
according to a first-of-itskind review by climate
influence analysts for the
blog DeSmog
One of the controversial projects those board
members have chosen
to back is the new Line
3 tar sands pipeline, currently under construction
in northern Minnesota.
If completed, the project
would allow the Canadian
oil giant Enbridge to double the amount of highpolluting tar sands oil it
transports through the
region to 760,000 barrels
per day.
Environmental groups
estimate the new Line 3
would add 50 new coal
plants’ worth of carbon
emissions to the atmosphere every year for the

next three to five decades.
They say it is incompatible with the Biden
administration’s climate
and environmental goals,
and they argue the project
never should have been
approved. They add that
the Trump administration
didn’t independently review the risks of building
a tar sands pipeline underneath the headwaters
of the Mississippi River,
which flows all the way to
the US Gulf coast.
Neither Biden nor the
banks funding Line 3
have acknowledged these
concerns, and time is
running out to halt construction. So in recent
weeks, Indigenous water
protectors in Minnesota
have resorted to physically chaining themselves
to Enbridge equipment,
while activists across the
country have been chaining themselves to the
doors of the banks who
finance the pipeline.
“There’s been a lot of
complacency.
People
have been pursuing comfortable routes of advocacy,” said Tara Houska,
whose group Giniw
Collective has led several
direct actions against Line
3. “I don’t think we’re going to get the answers we
need comfortably.”
Enbridge has seven active loans relevant to Line

3, totaling $11.5bn, according to the Rainforest
Action Network (Ran).
In addition, banks have
underwritten bonds to
Enbridge totaling $5bn
since the autumn of 2019,
the group said.
From the US, Bank of
America,
Citigroup,
JPMorgan Chase and
Wells Fargo have made
the project possible
with billions of dollars in loans, although
it’s impossible to tally
precisely how much
they have financed for
the pipeline specifically. Another five large
Canadian banks are also
financing Enbridge, according to Ran.
Out of these nine North
American banks backing Enbridge, six have
recently
published
net-zero climate goals,
pledging to align their
investments with the international Paris climate
agreement.
“The banks are gorging
on doughnuts and then
eating an apple afterwards,” said Richard
Brooks, the Torontobased climate finance
director for Stand.earth.
“We certainly can’t rely
on banks or the private
sector to lead us into climate safety and lead us
toward emissions reductions. We need policy,

we need regulation. We
need government to act.
DeSmog
found
Canadian banks have
the highest percentage of directors with
climate-conflicted
ties: 82%. That figure
was significant in the
UK and elsewhere in
Europe as well, at 78%
and 61%, respectively.
In February, the group
Stop the Money Pipeline
began a campaign to
demand that banks
withdraw their financial
support of Line 3.
But despite numerous
direct actions across
the country, the effort
has not been nearly as
successful as previous
climate campaigns targeted at banks, like the
campaign to end funding for drilling in the
Arctic national wildlife
refuge.
The
progressive
Minnesota
congresswoman Ilhan Omar
pointed to previous environmental victories
and said activists must
keep fighting.
“We were able to stop
the construction of the
Keystone XL pipeline
because activists collectively organized in
large numbers to oppose
it – we must use that

same energy to stop this
pipeline from causing
irreversible damage,”
she said.
Juli
Kellner,
an
Enbridge
spokesperson, argued Line 3 was
a safety-driven project
because it was replacing
an older pipeline. She
said it had received all
its permits after a thorough review process.
“Shutting down existing pipelines does not
erase demand. It merely
forces the transport of
essential energy by less
efficient means such
as ship, truck and most
notably rail,” Kellner
said. “It is Enbridge’s
responsibility to transport the energy people
rely on daily by pipelines – the safest, most
efficient means of transporting energy. It is also
our responsibility to do
what we can to address
climate change. That is
why we’ve set a target
of net-zero emissions by
2050 and laid a credible
path to achieving it, including tying compensation of our executives
to our performance in
this area.”
Much of the US economy is built on fossil
fuels, and people with
enough experience to
be appointed to bank
boards are likely to

have some connection
to
climate-conflicted
organizations. But the
DeSmog analysts said
the heavy representation of the industry on
boards shows a “lack
of creativity” in recruitment and is probably
why bank policies aren’t
more environmentally
progressive.
“Some of these banks
have pledges, but it’s
about ensuring that they
see them through. We’re
simply asking the question of: ‘With this person on the board, what’s
the likelihood of them
seeing them through?’”
said Mat Hope, editor of
DeSmog UK.
“When it comes to the
consumer holding their
bank card, we want
to put the information
out there that lets them
know that these are the
directors of the boards
of the banks they’re
banking with.”
DeSmog reviewed the
careers of board directors and flagged any
connections with highpolluting sectors, including fossil energy,
agribusiness, steelmaking and mining. The
group also relied on indexes that measure polluting companies,
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NRP’s Jaedee
Caines
launches
candidacy
tomorrow
By Monique Washington

Nevis Reformation Party
(NRP)’s Jaedee Caines is
gearing up for her candidacy launch tomorrow
(April 10) and says she is
“ready to be the voice of
the voiceless”.
The NRP’s St. Paul’s con-

“It is something that I always had an interest in. If
you ask some of my past
teachers, I’m sure they
would not be surprised.
I have always been the
type of person to speak on
things that are not right,
and speak on things that
are right. I got especially
interested in politics with-

as their male counterparts
and seen as equal. When
I was elected by the constituency group, I feel like
I was elected because I
was the most suited person at the time.”
The candidacy launch
takes place tomorrow at
the Villas Grounds at 6

“It is something that I always
had an interest in. If you ask
some of my past teachers
I’m sure they would not be
surprised.
stituency group late last
year, elected Caines as its
newest candidate.

Caines, a Communication
Specialist, replaced the
former leader and candidate Robelto Hector.
Currently, the NRP has
four female candidates
- Patricia Bartlette, St
Johns; Jaedee Caines, St
Paul’s; Janice DanielHodge,
St.
James;
and Cleone StapletonSimmonds, St Thomas.
The Observer spoke to
Caines on Thursday, and
she revealed that she had
been interested in politics
for some time now.

in the last year. I want to
see where I can make a
bigger difference,” she
said.

Caines said she wants to
be the voice of the voiceless and assist the people
to the best of her ability.
She also wants persons
to become more comfortable with and accustomed
to females in the political
arena.
“I want women to be seen
on the level as men. I do
not want people to be
alarmed when women enter into politics. I want it
to be a norm. I am all for
women empowerment. I
want women in politics to
be sitting at the same table

pm, and Caines said that
she has mixed emotions.
“I am pumped, because
I have been waiting for
this moment. Waiting for
people to hear me and see
me, and find out what I
have planned. But I’m
also feeling some anxiety because it’s fresh, it’s
new,” she said.
Caines urged persons to
come out, regardless of
the political affiliations,
and hear what she has is
in store for the community. The candidacy launch
will also be accessible
virtually.

Jaedee Caines
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Five Mexican Border Challenges for the Biden Admin.
Conditions on the southwest border represent a
serious political challenge
to President Biden, with
illegal crossings and asylum requests increasing
significantly in March.
The situation mirrors
immigration flashpoints
such as the unaccompanied minor crises faced
by former President
Trump in 2019 and former President Obama in
2014.
Here are five reasons why
the United States faces a
chronic state of crisis at
the southwest border.
Conditions in Central
America
Living conditions in
Central America and
Mexico have historically
been the biggest driver of
human migration in the
Western Hemisphere.
While Mexican migration
has mostly ebbed over the
past five years — with
the notable exception of
a pandemic-driven spike
— the number of people
fleeing the Northern
Triangle of Central
America has consistently
risen.
Each of the three Northern
Triangle countries —
Guatemala,
Honduras
and El Salvador — faces
its unique set of environmental, economic and
governance challenges,
but the overwhelming
cause of migration to the
United States remains
economic opportunity.
“A Central American
working [in the United
States] can earn three to
six times as much as in
Central America, even
accounting for the cost
of living,” said Alex
Nowrasteh, director of
immigration studies at the
Cato Institute.
Added to the economic
demand are various governance and environmental factors that can trigger
an individual’s decision
to leave the region or a

family’s decision to send
its children to the United
States.
José Villalta, a Salvadoran
migrant who came to
the United States as a
17-year-old in 2006, told
The Hill he made the
dangerous trek through
Mexico shortly after his
father died in 2005.
Villalta said his mother
approved the move despite its dangers, spurred
by the worsening security
situation in El Salvador
and the promise of economic betterment in the
United States.
“The overarching condition here is that America
remains a powerful magnet,” said Daniel Garza,
executive director of the
Libre Initiative, a group
within the political network of GOP mega-donor Charles Koch.
“Throughout the arc of
history, the lives of immigrants that have come
before them have in fact
improved. That’s the
draw. There’s nothing we
can do about that other
than to improve on it,”
added Garza.
El Salvador’s security
situation has improved on
paper since the election of
President Nayib Bukele
in 2019, but the gang violence has been replaced
by what opponents say is
an increasingly authoritarian government.
Bukele last week traded
barbs on Twitter with
Rep. Norma Torres
(D-Calif.) that concluded with Bukele calling on Hispanics not to
vote for the four-term
congresswoman.
Guatemala has long faced
governance issues, and
climate change-driven
droughts in its highlands
have pushed out migrants, many of whom
speak Mayan languages,
rather than Spanish, making their interactions in
Mexico and at the U.S.
border more difficult.

And the Honduran government is the constant
target of accusations of
corruption and coalition
with transnational drug
gangs, including accusations that President Juan
Orlando Hernández is
directly involved in international drug trafficking.
His brother, Juan Antonio
Hernández, was last
month sentenced to life in
prison in the United States
for drug trafficking.
“I’m back again here
today to continue on
this process of addressing the symptoms of the
problems we have in
the Northern Triangle of
Central America,” said
Torres on a trip to the border Tuesday organized
by Sen. Tom Carper
(D-Del.).

“There’s a silly debate
in Washington about
Biden’s
messaging.
Trump’s messaging was
as cruel as could be and
you had the highest spike
in border apprehensions
in recent history,” added
Sharry.

While Biden has some
executive options at his
disposal to grant legal
status or deportation deferral to certain groups
of migrants, a permanent
change in the visa process
will require legislative
action.

reinstatement of the
controversial
Migrant
Protection Protocols, also
known as the “Remain in
Mexico” program, where
asylum-seekers
from
third countries waited
out their asylum cases in
Mexico.

According to a study
commissioned by the
Rand Corporation, human smuggling networks
in the region vary from
large transnational criminal organizations to local
groups that can sometimes outsource work to
the larger groups.

And it’s unlikely that any
immigration
proposal
will clear the 60-vote
threshold of the Senate,
particularly while immigration remains Biden’s
top political liability.

The Biden administration
has shifted its border priorities to quickly process
minors out of Customs
and Border Protection
custody to the custody of
the Department of Health
and Human Services.

The 2017 study found
little evidence that the
smuggling groups are
directly linked to drug
cartels, but they do commonly pay cartels a tax to
operate in their territories.

“We’re never going to
alleviate the problem
we see at our southern
border until we begin to
see improved conditions
— quality-of-life conditions — in the Northern
Triangle,” said Torres.

The Northern Triangle’s
human smuggling business in 2017 netted between $200 million and
$2.3 billion, according to
the report.

Human smuggling is a
business

Despite the regional demand for immigration
pathways to the United
States, the number of legal permanent residency
permits given to citizens
of the Northern Triangle
remains relatively low.

Biden administration officials have endlessly
repeated the phrase “the
border is closed” in
English and in Spanish at
nearly all forums where
immigration is discussed.
The advisory has fallen
on deaf ears even among
the administration’s allies, as it has done little to
stave off Republican criticism of Biden’s border
policies and has had no
discernible effect on messaging used by smugglers
to recruit potential clients.
“These are cold, calculating criminals who are out
to make billions. They’re
going to hustle their customers, and they’ll lie and
manipulate to build their
business,” said Frank
Sharry, the founder and
executive director of
America’s Voice, a progressive immigration advocacy group.

No legal pathways

In
2019,
27,656
Salvadorans,
13,453
Guatemalans and 15,901
Hondurans were granted
green cards by the United
States, out of 1,031,765
green cards granted in total, according to data compiled by the Migration
Policy Institute.
“They have virtually no
visas on which to come
legally, so they come illegally or try to game the
asylum system. We can’t
stop this flow, nor should
we try, as immigrants
make America more
prosperous. Only more
visas for these people will
channel this illegal flow
into a legal and regulated
market,” said Nowrasteh.

Decades of stunted negotiations on the issue
have also taken their toll,
leaving immigration as
one of the most partisan
and divisive issues in
Washington.
“There have been opportunities for the last 15
years for Republicans to
work with Democrats
to fix the broken immigration system, and and
every single time the
number of Republicans
who want to block a solution to score political
points is far more than the
John McCains and Jeff
Flakes,” said Sharry, referring to former Arizona
GOP Sens. John McCain
and Jeff Flake, both of
whom supported immigration reform.
Garza blamed Democrats
for an unwillingness to
reach across the aisle on
the issue.
“They’re playing the
good guys, but we’re getting tired of that schtick,”
he said. “We’re getting
tired of that [Republican]
schtick too of just pure
security.”
Border infrastructure
Biden has faced charges
of hypocrisy over his criticism of Trump’s policies
as his administration has
been forced to process
unaccompanied minors
in Border Patrol facilities
designed to detain adults.
Republicans have called
for a return to Trump’s
policies,
including

Still, reforming border
infrastructure to more
family-friendly environments would require huge
investments and provide
only temporary relief.
“The main question is,
what are we doing to
improve the system and
the process so people can
know quickly what their
asylum situation is?” said
Garza. “We need to improve legal channels. It’s
a balance of security and
how we improve our entry system.”
Regional enforcement
Biden last month assigned
Vice President Harris the
task of coordinating relations with the Northern
Triangle countries to address the root causes of
migration.
The task has turned
Harris into a political
lightning rod, with activists on the right and left
making demands of the
vice president on all facets of immigration policy,
not just her assigned
portfolio.
“We need to hear from
Kamala Harris. The more
she’s absent, the more we
get the feeling they have
nothing,” said Garza.
Harris on Wednesday
held a call with Mexican
President Andrés Manuel
López Obrador, who was
accused of having a transactional approach to immigration in his dealings
with Trump.
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Beijing Beats New York as Home for
Most Billionaires
The Chinese capital added 33 billionaires last year
and now hosts 100, said the business magazine.

executive of its parent firm ByteDance. He saw his
net worth double to $35.6bn.

This narrowly beats New York City, which hosts 99
and has held the top ranking for the last seven years.

In contrast, New York City’s richest resident, former
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, had a fortune worth
$59bn.

China’s quick containment of Covid-19, the rise of
its technology firms and stock markets helped it gain
top spot.
Although Beijing now has more billionaires than
the Big Apple, the combined net worth of New York
City’s billionaires remained US$80bn (£58bn) greater than that of their counterparts in Beijing.
China’s new richest person is a bottled water tycoon
Kim Kardashian West joins billionaires’ club
Billionaire fortunes hit record high during pandemic
Beijing’s richest resident was Zhang Yiming, the
founder of video-sharing app TikTok and chief

China’s e-commerce boom
China, along with the US, has seen its technology
giants become even bigger during the pandemic as
more people shopped online and looked for sources
of entertainment.
This saw the massive creation of personal wealth for
the founders and shareholders of these tech titans.
China, whose figure included Hong Kong and
Macao in the Forbes count, added more billionaires
to the list than any other country globally, with 210
newcomers.
Half of China’s new billionaires made their fortunes

from manufacturing or technology ventures, including female billionaire Kate Wang, who made her
money from e-cigarettes.
With 698 billionaires, China is closing in on the US,
which still leads with 724 billionaires.
One billionaire every 17 hours
A record 493 newcomers joined the list globally last
year, roughly one new billionaire every 17 hours, according to Forbes.
India had the third-highest number of billionaires,
with 140. In total, the 1,149 billionaires from Asia
Pacific were worth $4.7tn, compared with the US billionaires’ $4.4 tn.
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Bank of Nevis opens its
doors in St. Kitts

BON BANK LTD

Basseterre Branch ribbon cutting with Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris

By Laughton Pemberton

The Bank of Nevis
Limited (BON) made
history with its acquisitions of the Royal Bank
of Trinidad and Tobago
(RBTT) and the Royal
Bank of Canada (RBC)
last week Thursday, April
1, 2021, and on Tuesday,
April 6, 2021, at 7:15 am,
the institution made it official when it held impressive opening ceremonies
at the former RBTT and
RBC, simultaneously.
In St. Kitts, the opening
ceremony of the new
branch in Basseterre with Prime Minister of
St. Kitts-Nevis Dr. the
Hon. Timothy Harris,
and Premier of Nevis,
the Hon. Mark Brantley,
among the distinguished
guests - started with the
Invocation by Pastor
Lincoln Connor.
The National Anthem
was then sung by Ms.
Khyla Browne, before
Master of Ceremonies,
Marketing Officer Mr.
Pheon Jones, gave the
opening remarks.

He emphasised how historic the occasion was
- with the Bank of Nevis
now being in the market
of St. Kitts, thus signifying that the people of
St. Kitts will now have
similar opportunities that
those of Nevis have benefited from over the past
35 years.
He spoke of the “love affair” the bank has had the
island of Nevis, and specifically mentioned how it
had contributed to education development there,
primarily by offering 10
- 14 scholarships annually, to the best CXC and
CAPE students. Jones is
a member of the Bank’s
scholarship committee.
In addition, he mentioned
other contributions, but
highlighted the “Right
Excellent Dr. Sir Simeon
Daniel
Scholarships”
(named after the Bank of
Nevis’ founder) which are
granted annually, to two
incoming Form I students
in good academic standing. The scholarships entail supplying the students
with books and materials

from Form I to Form VI.
Jones said that in the area
of culture, they have contributed yearly to the “Mr.
and Mrs. Culturama”
Show and various other
areas. He also spoke of
the benefits of the historic occasion in which
an indigenous bank is doing business in St. Kitts
too, which means all of
the profits of the Bank
of Nevis will stay in the
federation.
“It means the great profit
will be reinvested in the
people of the Federation.”
The gathering then heard
remarks by General
Manager
of
BON,
Mr. Everette Martin;
Chairman, Mr. Laurie
Lawrence and Governor
of the ECCB, Mr.
Timothy N.J. Antoine,
before the keynote speakers took to the podium
- Prime Minister Harris
and Premier Brantley
respectively.
Prime Minister Harris
said that the opening of
the Bank of Nevis in St.

Kitts signifies the strength
of the relationship between both islands.
“The opening of this St.
Kitts Branch by the Bank
of Nevis reflects the continuing close, strong relationship between our two
islands, and of course, it
demonstrates what can be
achieved when we work
closely together.”
Dr. Harris pointed out that
the bank does more than
providing banking services to the local community.
“You create real jobs and
opportunities, especially
for our young people. You
help to develop business
and industries so even
more jobs can be created.
You help with improving
our housing stocks, giving more families the best
start in life with their own
homes. You help mobilise
savings, both local and
foreign. You have much
work to do, and today you
have a new home here in
St Kitts in which to do it.”
Premier Brantley shared
the prime minister’s

sentiment that the bank
opening branches in St.
Kitts further strengthens
the relationship between
the islands.
“When we look at the
business community in
this country, the people
of Nevis are accustomed
to TDC which has come
there from St. Kitts.
They’re accustomed to
Horsford’s which has
come there from here;
they are accustomed
of course to Delisle
Walwyn, which has come
there from here, and they
are accustomed to RAMS
which has come there
from here.
“Well today, the Bank
of Nevis is coming from
there to here, and I think
that that is a welcome development, and it shows
how inextricably bound
up these two islands have
become. In terms of family ties, we know that those
have always existed, but
now in terms of business
and commerce, the two
islands are certainly moving forward together as
one.”

An overview and closing
remarks were delivered
by Project Manager, Ms.
Dawne Williams, before
the ceremonial Ribbon
Cutting was performed by
Lady Sheila Daniel, widow of Sir Simeon Daniel
.
In Nevis, the opening
ceremony service for the
new branch was led off
with the Invocation from
Pastor Wayne Maynard.
Mrs. Maia Hibbert performed the National
Anthem, and Master of
Ceremonies, Mr. Rohan
Isles, delivered the opening remarks. Other speakers were Mr. Vernell
Powell, Director of the
Bank of Nevis, and Hon.
Alexis Jeffers, Deputy
Premier of Nevis.
Following the speakers,
the Bank of Nevis’ acquisition of Royal Bank
of Trinidad & Tobago
became official with the
symbolic cutting of the
ribbon by First Chairman,
Mr. Hanzel Manners.
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Corona Effect: Cash Poor SVG Govt.
May Be Unable to Pay Staff
A volcano ready to explode isn’t the only current worry for St. Vincent
and the Grenadines. If
the prevailing economic
situation
continues,the
Government may be unable to pay salaries and
benefits, Prime Minister
Dr. Ralph Gonsalves said
on Wednesday.
“I say this with all honesty, the way things are
going… in one or two
months… the government
may not have the $30 million every month to pay
civil servants and to pay
the NIS contributions to
civil servants, those who
are pensionable to pay the
NIS contributions for current, and to pay salaries
and wages,” Gonsalves
said on NBC Radio.
He

said

while

his

government has held
things together economically “through all kinds of
difficulties”, there is now
“a real pressure on”.
“We saw in the first
month in January… revenue collections drop by
$15 million. We recouped
in February. Things are
even-steven
between
February this year and
February last year. But
we recouped because
there were a couple of big
alien landholding licence
transactions in Mustique,
where we collect for
each of those big transactions… roughly 17 per
cent of the value and they
were very big ones.
“There are a couple more
in the pipeline. In fact… I
have to call the people to
expedite because it means

money – I’m talking about
the public servants… to
get these things quickly,”
Gonsalves said.

either provide proof of
vaccination or subject
themselves to testing up
to once every two weeks.

He made the comments
as he again appealed to
public sector workers,
and residents generally,
to get vaccinated against
COVID-19.

But the government is
facing opposition from
public-sector
unions,
which say the policy offends the Constitution, an
argument that the prime
minister, a lawyer, rebutted on Wednesday.

So far, the government has
administered 11,000 doses of the vaccine, which
is about 11 per cent of the
population. Officials were
hoping that approximately 50,000 people would
have gotten the jab by this
month, vaccine availability permitting.
Last week, the Gonsalves
administration announced
a ‘vaccinate or test policy’, which requires that
public sector workers

“You know, I just don’t
understand this thing that
for somebody to take a
test on you, a simple test,
… a rapid test [to determine] whether you have
COVID-19 or not, that
that is an unacceptable
and unreasonable invasion of your individual
rights and freedoms. It
doesn’t make any sense in
fact or in law,” he said.

Gonsalves pointed out
that the British government announced that
come June, it will implement a traffic light system
for travel by nationals.
Green would indicate the
countries to which British
nationals can travel and
red, the countries they
cannot travel

likelihood is that it will
not come. This is a very
serious matter about lives
and livelihoods,” the
Prime Minister said.

“Interestingly, one of the
critical considerations is
the extent of the vaccination in the [destination]
country,” he noted.

His dire statement comes
as the island’s famous
volcano threatens to erupt.
The lead scientist monitoring St Vincent and the
Grenadines’ La Soufrière
volcano,
Professor
Richard Robertson, has
said today’s swarm of
volcano-tectonic
(VT)
earthquakes is an indication of magma trying to
escape out the vent.

Virgin Atlantic is scheduled to begin flying to St.
Vincent in June.
“If we are not on that
green list there, the

He said his government
has tried to cushion the
blow of the harsh economic consequences of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
but said: “it’s rough on a
lot of people”.
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30-day challenge
brings
excitement for
Youth Month

By Monique Washington

The Department of Youth
on Nevis has launched
its activities for Youth
Month 2021 under the
theme “Restore the
Earth”, and urges young
people to participate in its
30-day challenge.
Youth Month is celebrated in Nevis annually, and
this year, youths between
the ages of 12 and 30
will engage in eating local fruits, hugging a tree,
doing kind deeds, playing
fun games outdoors, and
giving a toast to earth,
among other activities.
Events scheduled for
Youth Month include
positivity training, cannabis youth treatment
training, movies, youth
beach games, moonlight
walking, youth groups,
capacity building workshop, youth day of prayer,
youth in the news, plus
the 30-day “ love the

earth challenge”.
The Observer was informed that in order to
win prizes, participants
must complete all 30
challenges. On relevant
days, evidence of completion must be reflected
on the Facebook page of
the Department of Youth
Nevis, by posting on
Facebook and tagging
the Department of Youth
Nevis.
Minister in charge of
Youth on Nevis, Hon.
Eric Evelyn, said that the
theme chosen this year is
a very important one.
“The theme reminds us
that climate change and
other factors that contribute to environmental
degradation have severely broken our natural
systems. The sea levels
are rising; hurricanes are
taking place more frequently and are becoming more intense; animals

are becoming extinct;
temperatures are rising;
droughts are becoming
more frequent and more
severe, and the patterns of
rainfall have drastically
changed,” he said.
He noted that climate
change “is real” and
deserves very serious
attention by everyone,
including the youths.
“On this note, we must
restore our earth! We
must restore our earth,
not just because we care
about the natural world,
but because we live in
it; it is our home. Each
one of us needs a healthy
earth to support our jobs,
livelihoods, health, survival and happiness. The
truth is a healthy planet
is not an option – it is a
necessity.”
Evelyn encouraged the
youth on the island to participate in the activities,
as “they were designed
with you in mind”.
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SVG orders
evacuation due
to La Soufrière
activity
By Loshaun Dixon

Following days of increased seismic activity
at La Soufrière Volcano
in St. Vincent and The
Grenadines, the leader
of the CARICOM member nation has issued an
evacuation order for surrounding communities.
Prime Minister Ralph
Gonsalves said he received communication
from Professor Richard
Robertson of the Seismic
Research Centre of the
University of the West
Indies, based in Trinidad
and Tobago.
Gonsalves said Professor
Robertson indicated to
him that the situation had
deteriorated further at La
Soufrière. He (Gonsalves)
said that he also spoke
to Michelle Forbes, the
Director of National
Emergency Management
Organisation (NEMO),
and she tendered him
advice
relevant
to
evacuation.
“You may recall at
1 o’clock, Professor
Robertson had indicated
a fresh batch of magma
either near or approaching the surface of the volcano, and the possibility
of the volcano moving
to an explosive phase has
increased significantly.”
Gonsalves said since then
there has been further
heightened activity, and
he (Robertson) would
have explained what has

occurred, and had given
the recommendation.
Robertson explained that
the activity changed significantly early Thursday
morning with the onset of
tremor activity.
“You would have had six
series of tremors interspersed by two and half
hours.”
He said the last period of
tremor was accompanied
by gas venting.
“It looks clearly like it
wants to clear its throat.
It looks to us like a kind
of explosion, and at this
point we cannot say for
sure nothing will happen
within the next 24 hours...
to guarantee safety of the
people, we have to make
certain decisions.
“We would not be surprised, for example, if
sometime within the next
24 to 48 hours there are
explosions from the volcano much more significant than we have seen so
far.”
Having received that report earlier, Gonsalves issued the following order:
“I hereby order as follows: 1) the evacuation
of all premises in the areas designated as the red
zone on the northeast and
northwest of St Vincent
and the evacuation of
the area itself…and 2)
the exclusion of persons,
vessels or vehicles form

such premises and areas,
save and except for the
purpose of effecting the
said evacuation,”
He emphasised that while
the evacuation order
would be published today
(Friday), it would take
immediate effect.
“I want to urge all our
people to be calm, do not
panic, be disciplined, be
orderly.”
“Royal Caribbean said
they would be available
to transport persons for
a short period of time
and to hold our people
who are evacuated,”
Gonsalves said
According
to
the
Prime Minister, Royal
Caribbean was offering
three of its ships, two of
them expected to arrive
by this morning, while
Carnival Cruise Line has
also indicated that by this
evening, two of its cruise
ships will be in the country to transport evacuees.
“The cruise ships of
Royal Caribbean will be
first used to transport the
persons from St Vincent
and the Grenadines who
are to be evacuated to other countries in the region
who have offered temporary hospitality, namely
St Lucia, Grenada,
Barbados and Antigua,”
he said, adding that the
British Virgin Islands has
also offered assistance
but arrangements have
not been made.

La Soufrière volcano
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The Board of Governors of the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College (CFBC) invites applications
from suitably qualified persons to fill the following full-time position with effect from
June 1, 2021:
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES
Qualifications and Experience
• Applicants must possess a Masters’ degree in Human Resources or a related field
• Applicants must possess a minimum of 5 years’ relevant work experience
• A professional certification in HR Management will be considered an asset
Main Responsibilities
• Guides and manages the overall provision of HR services, policies, and programmes for the College
• Collaborates with senior administrators and the Board to forecast and develop the College’s goals
and strategy related to staffing, recruitment, and retention
• Develops an HR strategy aligned to the College’s strategic objectives
• Manages staff within the Human Resources Department
• Provides consultation and strategic leadership throughout the change management process
• Develops and implements HR policies that are current, aligned with national labour laws, and in
keeping with best practices
• Designs and implements a comprehensive orientation programme for new employees
• Prepares Human Resource reports, budgets, and training plans
• Manages the recruitment and selection process of academic and non-academic staff
• Manages the employee performance evaluation process and staff recognition programme
• Reviews and updates employment regulations, job descriptions and organisational charts
• Advises the management team regarding employee grievances and disciplinary matters
• Communicates effectively with internal and external constituents
• Performs HR functions regarding compensation and benefits, leave requests and job letters
• Exercises confidentiality, diplomacy, and tact with the ability to demonstrate patience
• Prepares HR Board Submissions
Applications from Qualified Persons should include:
• Letter of Application
• Curriculum Vitae
• Police Record
• Official academic certificates, transcripts and other relevant documents (certified copies)
• Two references with telephone and e-mail addresses
• One Passport sized photo
Salary:
Commensurate with qualifications and experience and in accordance with the current salary structure at CFBC.
All application documents should be scanned and submitted as one email file to:
boardofgovernors@cfbc.edu.kn
and addressed to
The Chairman of the Board
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College,
P.O. Box 268, Burdon Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts
The deadline for receipt of applications is April 30, 2021. Late applications will not be acknowledged.
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Retiring NASPA stalwarts duly
rewarded

Front row (l-r) Retirees - Mr. Leon Barry; Mr. Anthony Brown; Mrs. Norene Roland; Mr. Rupert Warner; and Mr. Leroy Kelly, with officials from the
authority. Back row (l-r) Mr. Kenyatta Warner, Operations Manager at the Charlestown Sea Port; Mr. Oral Brandy, General Manager of the Nevis Air &
Sea Ports Authority; Ms. Loretta France, Human Resource Supervisor; Ms. Joanne Flemming, Director of the Nevis Air & Sea Ports Authority Board;
and Mr. Joseph Liburd, Chairman of the Board
Eight outstanding sons
and daughters of the soil
were, on Wednesday
March 31, duly recognised by their employer the Nevis Air & Sea Ports
Authority (NASPA) - for
their selfless contributions to the authority.
At a special retirement
ceremony hosted at the

that use our facilities. The
truth is, we wish that you
could stay with us much
longer, but there comes
a time when one simply
has to move on. And we
want to thank you for the
many years that you have
served at the port, said
Mr. Oral Brandy, General
Manager of NASPA.

retirement age, and has
always worked just as
diligently and hard as
any young person, and
we wish he could have
stayed with us longer,”
Mr. Brandy said.
Chairman of the NASPA
Board, Mr. Joseph Liburd,
also used the opportunity
to thank the retirees for

“We want to show appreciation
for all the work that our
retirees have done. “
Long Point Port, the exceptional work of retirees, Mrs. Norene Roland;
Mr. Leon Barry; Mr. Ken
Pemberton; Mr. Elvin
Williams; Mr. Anthony
Browne; Mr. Rupert
Warner; Mr. Leroy Kelly;
and Mr. Steven Sutton,
was highlighted.
“We want to show appreciation for all the
work that our retirees
have done. They would
have contributed a lot to
NASPA, and the impact
that they had would have
extended from NASPA
to Nevis, as well as the
clients and customers

“You may have retired,
but this is just the end
of a chapter in your life.
And now the next chapter
is retirement. A chapter
that we are all looking
forward to. Enjoy your
retirement, relax, have
fun, enjoy life,” he added.

their contributions.

Mr. Rupert “Quarter”
Warner, who was employed at NASPA since
its inception in 1995, was
singled out for special
mention.

There was a presentation of certificates, and
Administrative Assistant
Ms. Michelle Lawrence,
presented the retirees
with an appreciation
plaque. Participants also
received a token of appreciation for their hard
work and contribution to
the NASPA.

“Mr. Warner has always
done very outstanding
work. He has worked
with us beyond his

“You all have done well.
You all have worked
hard. You all have helped
to make NASPA what it
has been and what it is.
You have done well,” he
said.
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A&B PM Accuses
US of Trying to
Kill Caribbean
CBI Schemes
Would
Impoverish
populations
Antigua and Barbuda
Prime Minister Gaston
Browne has slammed the
United States for its efforts in trying to “kill” the
Citizenship by Investment
Programs (CIP) in the
Caribbean.
“It seems as though they
don’t want us to operate
the CIP, so they want to
kill it” Browne said.
His comment comes on
the heels of a report last
week, where the US government cited the CIP in
three Caribbean countries
for “lack of transparency.”
“I want to tell them if
they kill it, it might not
be as bad for Antigua and
Barbuda because the CIP
did not contribute any
more than 10 percent of
our total revenue prior to
Covid,” Browne said.
Browne told Observer
yesterday that thousands
of people will be plunged
into abject poverty and
“they will destabilise an
otherwise stable region.”
This destabilisation, according to the prime
minister will bring with
it, socio-economic consequences including increased drug trafficking,
money laundering, people
trafficking and economic
refugees who will find
their way to the US and
other wealthy countries.
In the ‘Corruption and
Lack of Transparency in
Government,’ section, the
2020 report identifies the
CIP programs in Antigua

and Barbuda, Dominica
and St. Kitts and Nevis as
citizen concerns on oversight and corruption due
to a lack of openness.
In Antigua and Barbuda,
the US pointed to reports
of government corruption
by the media and private
citizens including “The
September 2020 clash of
Prime Minister Gaston
Browne and a prominent
member of his political
party, who traded public
and specific accusations
of corruption in government procurements and
other areas that neither
person refuted.”
But Browne accused the
US of using hearsay to
come to their conclusions.
“It is an uninformed,
knee-jerk reaction to a
perceived threat that does
not rise to the level of undermining or destroying
the programs,” he added.
In Dominica, the US
report pointed to local
media and opposition
leadership, that continue
to raise allegations of corruption within the government, including in the
Citizenship by Investment
Program and pointed to
the fact that while the law
provides criminal penalties for corruption by officials … “the government
implemented the law
inconsistently.”
And in St. Kitts and
Nevis, the US report
pointed to media and
private citizens reporting
on government corruption “occasionally” even
as citizens “expressed
concern about the lack
of financial oversight of

revenues generated by the
Citizenship by Investment
Program.”
“They attacked St Kitts
and Dominica too. And
they do that so often I
don’t even know what
to say. But anytime they
kill it, countries like
Dominica and St Kitts,
their economies will be
decimated and they will
plunge tens of thousands
of people into poverty
and then you end up with
so many social ills,” he
added.
Browne said that instead
of using information to
disparage these countries,
the United States should
instead work with these
small island developing
states.
“Let us work together and
strengthen the relations
with the United States,
Dominica, St Kitts…. I
mean trying to use this
information to disparage
us is unhelpful. If it was
truthful, I would understand,” he said.
The CIP Programs in the
Eastern Caribbean countries have been a source of
continued criticism by the
US and many nationals
locally who question the
use of “donation” funds
that are part of the attractive offer for a second
passport in these jurisdictions and visa free travel
to between 152 and 162
countries.
Five Caribbean countries
offer the CIP programs,
but neither Grenada nor
St. Lucia were cited for
lack of transparency in
the report.
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NEVIS BUSINESS CORPORATION ORDINANCE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND CLAIMANTS UNDER SECTION 121(1) OF
THE NEVIS BUSINESS CORPORATIONS ORDINANCE 2017
BY XIO CAYMAN LIMITED (IN DISSOLUTION)

XiO Cayman Limited, a corporation registered under the Nevis Business
Corporation Ordinance, 2017 (the “Corporation”), with its registered address
at Southpac Trust Nevis Limited, Hunkins Plaza, Main Street, Charlestown,
Nevis, now in dissolution, GIVES NOTICE THAT all creditors and claimants,
including any with unliquidated or contingent claims and any with whom the
Corporation has unfulfilled contracts, are required to present their claims in
writing and in detail at Southpac Trust Nevis Limited, Hunkins Plaza, Main
Street, Charlestown, Nevis, no later than Friday 10th September 2021. Without
prejudice to the preservation of the Corporation’s rights and entitlements
under section 121(4) of the Nevis Business Corporation Ordinance, 2017, to
dispute any claims duly presented in accordance with this notice, the attention
of all creditors and claimants is specifically drawn section 121(9) of the Nevis
Business Corporation Ordinance, 2017 and the consequences of failing to
present their claims in the above manner and by the above date.
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Police concerned about Easter
Weekend permit violations
By Loshaun Dixon

Police in St. Kitts and
Nevis are concerned
about the number of
violations that were witnessed over the Easter
weekend at approved
parties, and another event
that led to the arrest of one
organizer.
Superintendent Cromwell
Henry, of the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police Force, said that
97 events were approved
in the Federation from
April 3rd to 5th. He said
these events ranged from
private parties to bar and
restaurant operations.
“The events were all approved having met the
required stipulations. The

approvals had conditions
attached. Some of the
events sadly violated the
terms of the conditions.”

the authority of the compliance team.”

Henry said the violations
ranged from failure to
keep a proper log of the
names of persons attending the event, to exceeding the maximum number
of people permitted to be
at the event.

Henry said that the organizer had been arrested
and is now on bail awaiting his day in court.

remains a threat to the
Federation, and as such
we are guided by legislation that was intended to
prevent and control the
spread of the virus. We
cannot do it alone, it requires personal responsibility from everyone.”

He then cautioned event
planners that a record
of breaches are kept,
and could be used to
determine if an event is
permitted.

He said that despite
regular advising of the
protocols that reduce
risks, they are still seeing
complacency among the
population.

“Organizers of events are
therefore warned that a
record of breaches of your
permits are being kept,
and these may impact
your future applications
for events. We remind you
that we are still in a pandemic, and COVID-19

“I continue to appeal to
your good sense of civic
responsibility and good
judgment, and urge you to
follow the guidance pro- Superintendent Cromwell Henry of the Royal St.
vided by the law and the Christopher and Nevis Police Force
medical professionals.”

Outdoor events have
space permits that are
limited to a maximum
number of 150 people,
while indoor events can
have 100 persons.
“The events that were in
violation were asked to
cease operation, and in
one instance, the organizer of the event challenged
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Chapter 10—A Knowledge of God

Ellen G. White Writings

Many are the ways in
which God is seeking
to make Himself known
to us and bring us into
communion with Him.
Nature speaks to our
senses without ceasing. The open heart will
be impressed with the
love and glory of God
as revealed through the
works of His hands.
The listening ear can
hear and understand the
communications of God
through the things of
nature. The green fields,
the lofty trees, the buds
and flowers, the passing
cloud, the falling rain,
the babbling brook, the
glories of the heavens,
speak to our hearts, and
invite us to become acquainted with Him who
made them all.
Our Saviour bound
up His precious lessons with the things of
nature. The trees, the
birds, the flowers of the
valleys, the hills, the
lakes, and the beautiful
heavens, as well as the
incidents and surroundings of daily life, were
all linked with the words
of truth, that His lessons
might thus be often recalled to mind, even
amid the busy cares of
man’s life of toil.
God would have His
children
appreciate
His works and delight
in the simple, quiet
beauty with which He
has adorned our earthly
home. He is a lover of
the beautiful, and above
all that is outwardly attractive He loves beauty
of character; He would
have us cultivate purity
and simplicity, the quiet
graces of the flowers.
If we will but listen,
God’s created works
will teach us precious
lessons of obedience
and trust. From the stars
that in their trackless
courses through space
follow from age to age
their appointed path,
down to the minutest

atom, the things of nature obey the Creator’s
will. And God cares for
everything and sustains
everything that He has
created. He who upholds the unnumbered
worlds throughout immensity, at the same
time cares for the wants
of the little brown sparrow that sings its humble song without fear.
When men go forth to
their daily toil, as when
they engage in prayer;
when they lie down at
night, and when they
rise in the morning;
when the rich man feasts
in his palace, or when
the poor man gathers
his children about the
scanty board, each is
tenderly watched by
the heavenly Father. No
tears are shed that God
does not notice. There
is no smile that He does
not mark.
If we would but fully
believe this, all undue
anxieties would be dismissed. Our lives would
not be so filled with
disappointment as now;
for everything, whether
great or small, would be
left in the hands of God,
who is not perplexed by
the multiplicity of cares,
or overwhelmed by their
weight. We should then
enjoy a rest of soul to
which many have long
been strangers.
As your senses delight
in the attractive loveliness of the earth, think
of the world that is to
come, that shall never
know the blight of sin
and death; where the
face of nature will no
more wear the shadow
of the curse. Let your
imagination picture the
home of the saved, and
remember that it will
be more glorious than
your brightest imagination can portray. In the
varied gifts of God in
nature we see but the
faintest gleaming of
His glory. It is written,
“Eye hath not seen, nor

ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of
man, the things which
God hath prepared for
them that love Him.” 1
Corinthians 2:9.
The poet and the naturalist have many things
to say about nature,
but it is the Christian
who enjoys the beauty
of the earth with the
highest
appreciation,
because he recognizes
his Father’s handiwork
and perceives His love
in flower and shrub and
tree. No one can fully
appreciate the significance of hill and vale,
river and sea, who does
not look upon them as
an expression of God’s
love to man.
God speaks to us
through His providential
workings and through
the influence of His
Spirit upon the heart.
In our circumstances
and surroundings, in
the changes daily taking place around us, we
may find precious lessons if our hearts are but
open to discern them.
The psalmist, tracing
the work of God’s providence, says, “The earth
is full of the goodness
of the Lord.” “Whoso
is wise, and will observe these things, even
they shall understand
the loving-kindness of
the Lord.” Psalm 33:5;
107:43.
God speaks to us in His
word. Here we have in
clearer lines the revelation of His character, of
His dealings with men,
and the great work of
redemption. Here is
open before us the history of patriarchs and
prophets and other holy
men of old. They were
men “subject to like
passions as we are.”
James 5:17. We see how
they struggled through
discouragements like
our own, how they fell

under temptation as
we have done, and yet
took heart again and
conquered through the
grace of God; and, beholding, we are encouraged in our striving after
righteousness. As we
read of the precious experiences granted them,
of the light and love and
blessing it was theirs to
enjoy, and of the work
they wrought through
the grace given them,
the spirit that inspired
them kindles a flame of
holy emulation in our
hearts and a desire to be
like them in character—
like them to walk with
God.

true of the New,—“They
are they which testify
of Me,” the Redeemer,
Him in whom our hopes
of eternal life are centered. John 5:39. Yes,
the whole Bible tells of
Christ. From the first
record of creation—for
“without Him was not
anything made that was
made”—to the closing
promise, “Behold, I
come quickly,” we are
reading of His works and
listening to His voice.
John 1:3; Revelation
22:12. If you would become acquainted with
the Saviour, study the
Holy Scriptures.

thirst. They are the living bread from heaven.
Jesus declares, “Except
ye eat the flesh of the
Son of man, and drink
His blood, ye have no
life in you.” And He
explains Himself by
saying, “The words that
I speak unto you, they
are spirit, and they are
life.” John 6:53, 63.
Our bodies are built up
from what we eat and
drink; and as in the natural economy, so in the
spiritual economy: it is
what we meditate upon
that will give tone and
strength to our spiritual
nature.

Jesus said of the Old
Testament Scriptures,—
and how much more is it

Fill the whole heart with
the words of God. They
are the living water,
quenching your burning

Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G.
White. All Rights Reserved.
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“I fall asleep in the full and certain hope
That my slumber shall not be broken;
And that, though I be all-forgetting,
Yet shall I not be all-forgotten,
But continue that life
In the thoughts and deeds
of those I have loved"
-Samuel Butler In loving memory of our dear
Father, Grandfather, Brother,
Uncle, & Friend

Herman ‘Bobby’ Liburd
Attorney-at-Law, J.P,
Former Speaker of the National Assembly
April 2, 1941 – April 12, 2019
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Carlton Tyson – A giant of a man who
loves to share
By Laughton Pemberton
Imposing in stature –
six feet six inches to be
precise – Carlton Tyson,
affectionately referred to
as ‘Cap’ and ‘Bigs’, is a
truly remarkable individual. A giant of a man in
many ways. There is little doubt that he was born
to be in the sea, loves to
share with the less fortunate, and has generally
been unwavering in his
various quests.
This well-respected son
of Nathan and Jelda
Tyson was birthed in the
fishing village of Jessups,
on August 15, 1935. It
was the birth of a legend.
Mr. and Mrs. Tyson had
six children - Desmond
followed by Marion,
Carlton, Violet, Oliver
and Pauline. Carlton and
Pauline are the only survivors of the six.
The elder Tyson was a
well-known fisherman
of his time. When young
Carlton was eight years
old, however, tragedy
struck. His father borrowed his brother’s boat
for a trip to St. Barts, one
of the islands that made
up the Dutch Antilles. He
perished when the vessel
capsized. It was a devastating loss.

MOTHER SO MUCH’
Mr. Tyson recalled the
days following his father’s demise, when
things were rough. One
lasting memory was as
a pre-teen. He said the
family had to give his
father’s boat to his uncle,
because the uncle’s boat
had been lost in the unfortunate mishap. He
recounted that his uncle
would go out to fish every
day, and would sell off all
the fish, but never gave
one to his mother, despite
knowing the challenging
circumstances.

“One day things was
so bad, we went to look
cassava and make cassava meal. The cassava
meal mussa get wet, but
my mother still prepare
it, because we had nothing else to eat. The meal
didn’t dry properly, and
we all got poison from
the cassava meal mussa.
There was diarrhea, and
you could imagine, we
only had one poe or tinsel
in the house.”

Due to the fact that his
father was lost to the sea,
his mother never wanted
him to pursue the same
career as his departed father, but that would later
change.
‘I

Mr. Tyson loved his

MY

“During that time fish
was plentiful. For example, Mr. Brandy had six
fish pots put out. After
pulling three of them,
the boat was already full
to the brim,” Carlton
recalled.

“Sometimes I would cry
because of how much
my belly was bawling
(groaning sounds) from
hunger.. If wasn’t for
Mr. Charles Brandy, my
Godfather, I don’t know
how I would have ever
made it.”

He explained that a Poe/
tinsel was what the poor
people would have in
their bedroom under the
bed to urinate or defecate
in at night. Then they
would empty them in
their latrine or outhouse.
And to some, having a
latrine was a privilege.

LOVED

Carlton’s mother gave
her consent for him to
go fishing when he was
seventeen years old, and
he was taken under the
wings of Mr. Brandy.

Carlton Tyson

mother very much,
and reminisced how he
would often share his
food with her, because
after serving the small
meals among him and
his five siblings, there
would be nothing left for
her to eat. He would take
a spoonful for himself,
and then feed his mother
a spoonful until the food
was done.
“I loved my mother so
much, because she made
many sacrifices for us.
I can’t understand how
some people could treat
their mother bad. The
day my mother died, I

went out to sea, but only
caught one Gar. I cleaned
the Gar, and fried it along
with some pancakes and
gave it to my mother. I
didn’t eat that day.”
WILL
AND
DETERMINATION
Carlton Tyson and his
older brother Desmond,
like their Dad, had a love
for the sea and fishing;
they were very passionate about those pursuits.
This overwhelming desire led them to build
their first boat out of the
body of banana trees.

“We had to travel to St.
Kitts to sell our fish.
During that period there
were no motors for fishing boats, only oars and
sails. So there was a lot
of oaring, which caused
my hands to gall. In order
to rest and maximize our
time, we would go south
and pull a pot or two on
the way down, and on
our way back to Nevis,
we would repeat the process in order to cool off
and rest our hands a bit.
The price of fish at the
time was one cent per
pound.”
“One of my best experiences as a fisherman
was after a hurricane;
a junk of conch shells
came ashore broadside
and formed a pile higher
than my house. Because
the water was so rough,
it knocked all the conchs
out of the shells, and
nothing was so clean like
dem.”
He secured all the conch
shells by himself; he
counted over 4,000. One
day, a man who normally
came to buy lobsters
from him, saw them and

wanted to buy them from
him. After making arrangements, he gathered
all the shells and loaded
the boat himself. He ended up making $40,000 on
the deal!
Mr. Tyson says he had
seven boats at one time
during his career. He
leased his boats to other
fishermen in the village,
and also braced his own
fish pots.
When asked what kind of
fishing he did, he said he
liked line and pot fishing,
but not seine.
“I didn’t like seine fishing, because it takes too
many people and all of
them does drink; therefore it would cause too
much confusion. I like
working alone because
what people don’t see
they can’t talk or get jealous about.”
‘THE
BAR’

CULTURAMA

But fishing was not his
only dream. He was also
keen on being an entrepreneur. So at the age
of twenty, he told his
mother that he was going
to build a shop.
“My mother and me
aunty laugh and laugh
and laugh,” Carlton said
with a smile. “At that
time I did not have five
dollars to my name. My
mother said, “Boy, ah
money people who got
shop”.
But he was determined.
His first shop was so
small it could only hold
three people at a time. His
brother-in-law built his
first icebox, but because
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of space constraints, that
had to be locked and
left outside. That shop
gradually expanded and
has been in existence for
sixty-five years! He sincerely believes that his
will and determination
made it all possible.
“My first refrigerator
worked off of kerosene.
I took a chance and went
big in the fishing business. When I retired I
had 107 fish pots, which
I gave to my son Abba.”
To become successful,
Mr. Tyson said he took
chances with people and
sent fish and conch all
over the Lesser Antilles,
and as far as Miami,
Florida.
One year after he opened
his shop, Mr. Tyson got
married to the love of his
life, Christina Lewis, in
1957, and she has been at
his side for the sixty-four
years since. The shop is
named ‘The Culturama
Bar’.
Mr. Tyson recalled that in
the earlier days, prior to
his retirement, there was
very little that could not
be accessed – fresh and
cooked - at the Culturama
Bar. The cuisine ranged
from Lobster, Shellfish,
Snappers,
Groupers,
Hinds, Thumb fishes,
Angel fishes and conch,
to saltfish, mackerel,
salt pork, among other
delicacies.
Rum, brandy and factory
products from Juicy soft
drinks were also available in different flavours
such as strawberry, banana and orange, along
with ginger and club
soda.
The shop was filled with
household products such
as soap, soap powder,
Clorox bleach and other
cleaning agents, as well
as staple food products
- sugar, salt, flour, butter, eggs, milk, sausages,
sardines, corn meal, and
fresh bread from the local bakeries.
Today, most of the above
are still available, but not

on a large scale - especially the fresh seafood.
A principal reason is that
he no longer has the dozens of fish pots – his son
has those.
The Culturama Bar
is popular these days
for its fried fish, fried
chicken, sandwiches and
hot dogs. Local factory
drinks are sold, but the
Juicy Soda products are
no longer available. They
have been replaced by
Carib Brewery products
such as Carib Beer, Skol,
Stag, Ting, Peardrella,
and giant malts and sodas of all varieties from
the supermarket.
Presently, The Culturama
Bar is managed by Mr.
Tyson and his daughter,
Ms. Loretta Tyson.
G R E A T E S T
INFLUENCE
AND
AN EXTRA-LARGE
HEART

Mr. Tyson says the greatest influence in his life
was Mr. Brandy, who
taught him about fishing
and the joy of giving to
those that were less fortunate. And with such a
good legacy in place, he
worked with him until he
passed away. He was the
last person to have spoken with Mr. Brandy.
And just before he
passed away, with his
hand in Mr. Tyson’s, Mr.
Brandy asked his protégé
to take care of his wife
Lizzie. Mr. Tyson did
just that. He took her under his personal care in
his house, until she died
at the ripe age of 97.
Mr. Tyson has a heart
that is extra-large; not in
the physical context of
size, but in the aspect of
charity. When it comes
to giving, especially in
terms of the fruits of
his labour - line fishing,
setting pots for fish and
lobster, and even diving
conch - none of his catch
was too good to giveaway or share with the
needy and less fortunate.
And he always gave

from his heart without
expecting anything in
return.
That big, kind heart,
which a lot of women
took a liking to, left him
with a legacy of around
forty children, and Mr.
Tyson proudly stated
that he took care of all
of them. He said that
whenever he lies in his
bed and begins to count
the number of children
that he has, he would
always fall asleep before
he could finish counting.
He said his advice to his
many children, grandchildren and others, especially the young, has
always been, “get a job
and keep out of trouble,
stop taking people’s
things, and whatever you
take, pay for it. If you
need money, get a loan,
and build up your credit
in case you need another
one in the future”.
Mr. Tyson has been a
tremendous inspiration
for one of his closest
relatives. He says he is
most proud these days
of his late big brother
Desmond’s son, his
nephew Alexis Tyson,
also known as ‘Fax’,
who reminds him of
himself.
“He (Alexis) has a big
heart like mine. The first
thing he did was to buy a
bus to take little children
around to church and other community occasions.
And now he is working
closely with some of
the troubled boys in the
village, teaching them
about all aspects of pot
fishing and making fish
pots,” Mr. Tyson proudly
remarked.
In concluding, he shared
a personal thought and
a mantra of his: “Once
you are determined and
do good, good things
will come your way. You
might have a little difficulty now and again,
but don’t study that, just
keep trying until you get
through. It is also good to
have contented heart and
a giving spirit.”
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CBR Advocates
host successful
fundraiser
-

$20,000 pledged
upon opening of Day
Centre

By Monique Washington

The Nevis Community
Based
Rehabilitation
(CBR) Advocates have
hosted a successful fundraiser during the Easter
Holiday, and are well on
their way to opening the
day facility for the disabled on the island.
On Monday (April 5),
they hosted a fundrais-

environment, as well as
receive training and skill
development to help their
reintegration into society
and the workforce.
On Wednesday, Charles
Ward told the Observer
that the event on Monday
was a huge success.
“We had over 101 people who came out and
showed their support.

pledge of $20,000 when
the day centre is officially
open.
When opened, Ward informed that the day centre
will allow the physically
challenged guests to garden, and learn how to use
a computer, among other
things. “They will have
their own little projects,
so that they can actually
feel good about them-

“We had over 101 people who came out and
showed their support. They participated in the
activities, and had lunch at Lime.
We gave away so many prizes.”
ing activity dubbed
CBR Advocates’ Easter
Extravaganza, which was
held at Lime Beach Bar
on Pinneys Beach.
The CBR Advocates
consist of a group of volunteers in Nevis, who are
embarking on an initiative to give the disabled
on the island a voice
and place to congregate,
where they can do most
things they ably can do.
Some of the members of the group are
Dr Glenville Liburd,
Charles Ward and Keith
Lawrence. The short term
goal of the CBR is to
have a day centre where
persons with disabilities
can spend time in a safe

They participated in the
activities, and had lunch
at Lime. We gave away
so many prizes.”
Ward noted that a number of local businesses
and persons contributed
to the event, which included Lime Beach
Bar and Randy Jeffers,
Chrishi Beach, Oualie
Brach Club, Annie
Lupinacci, Dr Glenville
Liburd,
Yachtman’s
Grill,
Hermitage,
Turtle Time, Best Buy
Supermarket, Wincent
Perkins,
Montpelier,
Drift Restaurant, Luna
Restaurant and Max
Brisbane.
Ward also revealed that
the CBR received a

selves and achieve something, rather than being
home all day.”
The day centre will be
free of cost.
When questioned about
the progress to the official
opening of the day centre,
he noted that plans are
developing, but are taking
longer than expected.
“We are getting there, but
certain things are moving
slow. But we are trying to
get there,” he said.
The CBR officially
launched in September
2020.
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PM: Mandatory vaccines
not ruled out

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris
By Loshaun Dixon

The government has not
ruled out making vaccines mandatory, as part
of efforts to ensure the
Federation achieves herd
immunity, Prime Minister
Dr. Timothy Harris has
indicated.
Dr Harris, responding to
whether the government
could make vaccination
mandatory for civil servants, said the government has not taken any
option off the table, and
are considering every
available option.
“What we have is a global
pandemic that threatens
the very existence of our
country and the survival
of our citizens and residents, unless they were to
act responsibly. We want
responsible behaviour,
responsible actions, and
that would require that
everyone of their own volition should move to be
vaccinated.”
He said if they were to
do that, given the vaccine hesitancy and the

misinformation that is
being calculated, they
would want to ensure that
no stone is left unturned in
the efforts to get the country where it needs to go.
“One of the realities
we face is that vaccines
are scarce; there are not
enough vaccines being
produced to be made
available to everyone.
Those who are waiting
may well find that when
they are ready there are
no vaccines for them to
take, and that would be a
real tragedy.
“One of the functions of
the state and the government is to get people to
do the right thing, and one
way in which that occurs
is that the government
legislate for appropriate
behaviours, sometimes
providing sanction for
misbehaviours, and encourage people to do the
right thing. Faced with
an existential threat to our
own survival, the government will not fall asleep.”
The prime minister said
the matter has been passed

to the Attorney General to
provide guidance, and he
has also sought external
legal guidance.
“I also as the Prime
Minister sought external
legal advice on a range
of other ideas that have
come to me, and I think

He congratulated the
more than 9,700 that have
so far been vaccinated,
hailing it as the wise thing
to do.
“Almost 10,000 understand the wisdom of being

at the JNF Hospital, Dr
Cameron Wilkinson, reiterated that the vaccine is
free and effective.
“If there is community
spread there will be lockdowns and curfews, and
they will come at great
personal cost and at signif-

“If the Prime Minister were to ask
me if the vaccine were to be made
mandatory after we would have
finished appealing to persons...for
the survival of the country,
I would recommend to him that the
vaccine be mandatory.”
need appropriate consideration. Once we would
have received the advice,
and give appropriate consideration, then the country would be advised of
the next steps.”

vaccinated; understand
that they must do it not
just for themselves but
for their loved ones, coworkers, and survival of
their business.”
Medical Chief of Staff

icant cost to businesses”
He said all in society have
a civic responsibility to
take the vaccine.
“Eventually, you will
become a risk not just to

others who are around
you, but the entire
organization.”
Dr Wilkinson said he
would recommend that
the government and
private sector individuals make the vaccine
mandatory.
“If someone in the private sector was to ask if I
think the vaccine should
be mandatory - after we
would have finished all
of the education sessions
and appeal to people’s
sense and sensibilities,
and clearing up the misunderstandings and misinformation, and persons
still insist on not taking
the vaccine, I would
advise that private businesses make it mandatory.
“If the Prime Minister
were to ask me if the
vaccine were to be made
mandatory after we would
have finished appealing to
persons...for the survival
of the country, I would
recommend to him that
the vaccine be mandatory.
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