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Bank of Nevis retains 100% of RBTT
and RBC staff

Bank of Nevis’ Basseterre Branch
By Loshaun Dixon

The Bank of Nevis
(BON) has retained all
staff members from the
Royal Bank of Canada
(RBC) and Royal Bank
of Trinidad and Tobago
(RBTT).

According to Marketing
Officer Pheon Jones,
BON welcomed all the
staff, whom he said,
should be enough for the
acquired branches to continue the smooth and efficient functioning of the
bank’s operations “given
that we have taken over
the operations of RBC
and RBTT which were
already
operational…
They will fill the need of
the day-to-day operations.
We are not sure what the
future holds as we expand, but if needs be for
any new employment, the
public will know”.
Jones stated that with 40
additional staff, and the
already 80-plus they had
on hand prior to the acquisition, “we are now
sitting at over 120 staff

members”. He disclosed
that the new staff members as well as the older
ones are currently undergoing training.

“Training is ongoing for
all staff of the BON strong
team, including those
who have been acquired
from RBC and RBTT, so
we could best serve the
customers.”
Jones also indicated what
the response to BON has
been, one week after it
first opened its doors in
St. Kitts.

“The response has been
amazing; thus far a lot of
new accounts are opening. A lot of questions
are being asked by customers. There are a lot
of enquiries about loans;
the land loans and credit
cards.
“Overall it is a good
sense. I think the population in St. Kitts are happy
for a next option, and it is
now time to improve the

quality of life.”
When questioned if the
$30 monthly charge that
was employed by the
previous organizations on
clients’ accounts will remain, Jones said that was
under consideration.
“This is being reviewed
right now, and everyone
will be informed on how
we will proceed going
forward. The fleet of
products from the Bank
of Nevis, however, are
now in St. Kitts.”
Two weeks ago, the Bank
of Nevis acquired the
Royal Bank of Trinidad
and Tobago (RBTT) on
Nevis, and the Royal
Bank of Canada (RBC)
on St. Kitts. On December
12, 2019, the Royal Bank
of Canada had announced
that it had entered into definitive agreements to sell
all its banking operations
in the Eastern Caribbean
to a consortium of indigenous banks within the region. The transaction was
subject to regulatory approval and other customary closing conditions.
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Calypso, Soca, Swimwear and Mr
Kool get green-light for Culturama47

By Monique Washington

The Nevis Culturama
Committee
is
currently calling on potential participants for the
Culturama 47 Ms Culture
Swimwear, Mr. Kool ,
Senior Soca and Senior
Calypsonian
competitions, as the committee
has received the greenlight to host Culturama.
Culturama 47 will be celebrated from Tuesday, July
27th to Tuesday, August
3rd, 2021. Registration is
also open for the slogan
for this year’s event.
The Observer understands that the committee
is seeking five competitors for the Ms Culture
Swimwear and five competitors for the Mr Kool
competition. This year
the two events are being chaired by Shonroy
Caesar.
Registration forms are
available at the Culturama
Secretariat located in the
Cotton Ginnery Mall,
Charlestown, or online
at
www.culturamanevis.com. All application
forms are to be returned to
the Culturama Secretariat

on or before Friday, May
14th, 2021.
On Monday (April 12) the
Nevis COVID-19 Task
Force and Commissioner
of Police Hilroy Brandy,
officially okayed certain
Culturama Activities.
Though the festival will
be scaled down this year,
most events will be conducted virtually.
Chair of the Culturama
Committee,
Antonio
Liburd, said that “we
have not been permitted to have a full-scale
Culturama, where we
can have the Cultural
Complex filled with persons. The present SR&O
mandates that large
events can only accommodate 150 persons…
and that 150 is not paid
patrons, it would include
technicians, contestants,
Committee
Members
etcetera, so we may be
looking at about 80 to 100
paying patrons”.
“We will be offering
this year the events
streamed online, pay per
view, so you can enjoy
the Culturama festival
from the comfort of your

home, because we want
all and sundry to enjoy the
Culturama Festival.”
This year there will be no
street activities such as
J’ouvert and Parade Day,
or Ms Culture Queen
pageant. Mr Liburd said
the Secretariat will host
a virtual “Jam where you
are J’ouvert” on August
Monday, and no fetes will
be permitted during the
Festival.
Culturama 45 was hosted
in 2019, under the theme
‘Love, Passion, Pride:
Culturama 45’.
The winners on that
occasion were: Speed
(Power Soca King);
X-Man (Groovy Soca
King);
Hollywood
(Senior Calypso King);
Nayala Daniel (Ms.
Culture Queen); Terron
‘Invincible’ Webb (Junior
Calypso King); Natalyah
Morton (Ms. Culture
Swimwear);
David
Archibald (Mr. Kool)
and Lishane Mattis and
Kekona Charles of the
Ivor Walters Primary
School (Mr and Ms
Talented Teen).

Case Number :NEVHPB2021/0016

Submitted Date:13/04/2021 16:50
Filed Date:14/04/2021 08:30
Fees Paid:52.00
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Focus on the Present
We watched and listened to attacks against the sitting Prime Minister,
because a guest speaker at his party’s recent convention encouraged
him to think about the possibility of a third term as prime minister.
Something Dr. Harris has not said himself, nor is there any evidence that
he encouraged anyone else to say.
We find that the level of finger-pointing and accusations being directed
towards Dr. Harris are without merit. People are entitled to their own
opinion, and the person with the opinion or to whom the opinion is
directed, should not be attacked for that opinion.

presumptuous. The voice of the people is the voice of God.
We feel that more emphasis needs to be placed on getting ahead of the
current health crisis caused by COVID-19, and to getting the economy
restarted, rather than to concentrate on a political contest that is more
than four years in the future.
There is no better qualifying resume than experience and performance on
the job.

To our knowledge, the prime minister has not said that he will seek a
third term.

Dr. Harris has performed. Fourteen months of a pandemic, the economy
in partial shutdown, yet government has not had to do any significant
borrowing, ALL public sector employees are on the job, and tens of
millions have been given as stimulus.

The governing Team Unity is made up of three political parties - The
Concerned Citizens’ Movement (CCM) The People’s Labour Party
(PLP) and The People’s Action Movement (PAM). A memorandum of
understanding was signed by participating parties, setting term limits for
the office of prime minister.

For now we say to the government, concentrate on recovery and
governance and when the time comes, hire or rehire the best man for the
job.

The People’s Action Movement at its convention last Sunday, stressed
that at the end of the current term, Shawn Richards, the current leader
of PAM, will seek the office of prime minister. This was stressed by
Mr. Richards himself, and also by former Prime Minister Dr. Kennedy
Simmonds.
In 2020, the people of St. Kitts and Nevis voted to rehire Dr. Harris.
To try to determine what they will say in 2025 in early 2021 is
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Leased Government Land
Mess Continues

Picture of the farm, and remains of sweet potato vines after the last harvest
By Staff Reporter

Laughton Pemberton, a
local farmer in Nevis, last
weekend saw his farm attempted to be taken over
by another resident who
claimed that he had used
the land that had been
leased and paid.
Pemberton said that after putting in some hard
work - weeding and
watering one of the lots
which are registered for
farming, he left the farm
for a leisurely break. He
said having returned later
on and pulling into the entrance of the farm, he was
surprised to see a rental
car in the middle of the
driveway, but no one was
in sight.
“Therefore I got out
checking to see what
was really happening. I
was totally flabbergasted,
discombobulated, taken
aback, and shocked immensely by what I witnessed happening before
my very eyes. Some of
my drip lines and connecting tubing were there
lying in a big heap or two,
along with my personal
farm clothes, boots, cooking utensils, pods of dry
okra seed, cooking supplies, water boots and water bottles. You name it, it
all was there on the outside, the original door and
lock were also missing.”
Pemberton said a young
man was in the process
of completing a new

two-part door and stated
that his Aunty permitted
him to occupy the farm.
“And he claimed that
she had a lease for which
she has been paying for
the past ten years. I then
asked him ‘can’t you see
that this farm is in use?’.
The only thing that she
did on this farm was to
begin building a shed.”
Pemberton said the young
man dialled his aunt’s
number and told her that
he was there confronting
him about his illegal trespassing, and the disregard
for his personal property
of the farm.
“He handed me the phone
and she told me what
he said, and added a bit
more.
According to Pemberton,
the lady told him that she
had paid her lease on that
farm for the past 10 years,
and that he was on the
wrong farm.
Pemberton said he refused to get into any heated debate or conversation
and handed back the
young man his phone. He
told him to put back everything the way he met it
and to leave the farm.
Pemberton showed this
publication the lease for
the land, which states
that one must pay $100
per acre per year, and he
also provided a receipt
that showed he paid in

January 2021.
He said he then left the
farm again and called
his Extension Officer Ms
Shaquina Hanley, after
a failed attempt to get
Randy Elliott, Director of
Agriculture, Nevis.
“She was also shocked,
and said she did notice
some activity there recently, but wasn’t sure
what was going on. She
then said to me that she
would contact Mr Randy
Elliott. I also attempted
to call Ms Mearla Isles,
Chairperson of New River
Farmers’ Co-operative.”
He said he returned to the
farm to take photos and
when he got there most
of his property was back
in the cabin, while a few
stuff still were visible.
“I took pictures of them.
I then took pictures of
the new door, and new
lock, which was the same
brand as my original, but
when I attempted to open
it, it confirmed my suspicion that it was changed. I
decided that I wasn’t going to harass myself with
any police.
Pemberton said the following day he received
a call from Randy Elliott
confirming
that
he
(Pemberton) was the sole
holder of a lease on the
aforementioned property.

“I then called Ms. Mearla
Isles, Chairperson of
New River Farmers’
Co-operative, who also
encouraged me to file a
complaint to the nearest
police station, which led
me to New Castle police
station. The officer I put

in my complaint with
was Officer Nisbett. He
stated that he would look
into the matter, but he was
new to the area.”
The Observer contacted
Mr. Elliot for comment
on the matter, but he said

that he couldn’t speak
on the issue as he is still
working on it. He was
asked what should one do
if someone is trespassing
on leased land, he simply
said, “call the police.”
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Cuba: Will Raul Castro Retire for a
Youth Oriented Party?
By
ANDREA entire decade,” said Alina
RODRIGUEZ
and Lopez, a Havana histoJOSHUA GOODMAN
rian who runs a blog that
is a forum for leftist critiHAVANA (AP) — This cism of the government.
week’s Communist Party “They don’t how to bring
congress could be the last real change because any
with a Castro at the helm change must start with a
of Cuba’s all-powerful lot of self-critique.”
political institution.
At
the
previous
Six years after the death Communist Party conof Fidel Castro, his gress, in 2016, Castro anbrother and fellow leader nounced that owing to the
of the island’s 1959 revo- “inexorable laws of life,”
lution, Raul Castro, is he would step down as
being watched to see if first secretary-general of
he fulfills his commit- the Communist Party in
ment to give up the reins 2021 and yield power to
of the only political or- Diaz-Canel. Also expectganization permitted in ed to resign at the gaththe country of 11 million ering is Castro’s deputy,
people.
90-year-old José Ramón
Machado.
Raul Castro in 2016 said
that he would give up the That would potentially
post of party secretary- leave the 17-member
general at the party’s Politburo for the first time
eighth congress, which without any veterans of
is scheduled to begin the guerrilla insurgency,
Friday. Standing down or what many Cubans afwould complete the fectionately refer to as the
move to turn control over “historic generation.”
to a younger generation
of revolutionaries led by William LeoGrande, an
Miguel Díaz-Canel, who American University extook over the presidency pert on Cuba, said such
from Castro in 2018.
an outcome could greatly
enhance
Diaz-Canel’s
Many Cubans are anx- ability to push through
ious over the change after overdue reforms as part
having their daily affairs of a broader economic
guided for more than six opening approved a dedecades by a Castro, and cade ago.
Raul Castro’s expected
exit from the political In January, Diaz-Canel
scene couldn’t come at a finally pulled the trigger
more difficult time.
on a plan approved two
congresses ago to unify
The coronavirus pan- the island’s dual currency
demic, painful financial system, giving rise to
reforms and restrictions fears of inflation. After
re-imposed by the Trump the economy contracted
administration have again 11% last year, he also
brought food lines and threw the doors open to
shortages reminiscent of private enterprise that
the “special period” that had been stamped out by
followed the collapse of state planning, permitting
the Soviet Union in the Cubans to legally operate
1990s. But unlike past almost any self-run busicrisis that brought Cubans nesses from their homes.
together, concern is on the
rise, fueled by the spread But authorities have yet
of the Internet and grow- to tackle what LeoGrande
ing inequality that has considers the elephant in
laid bare the socialist sys- the room — an overhaul
tem’s failings.
of the bloated state-run
companies and govern“We’ve
lost
an ment agencies on which

the vast majority of
Cubans depend for their
meager salaries and
subsistence.
“They keep saying they
will require the state
enterprises to become
profitable but that’s
precisely where there’s
resistance because the
private sector isn’t growing fast enough,” said
LeoGrande, who frequently conducts research
in Cuba but hasn’t traveled there since prior to
the pandemic. “Laying
off a lot of people could
lead to social and political
problems.”
To be sure, any change in
Cuba is likely to be slow.
The word “continuity”
scrawled in red is repeated multiple times on a
giant billboard touting the
party gathering erected in
the same Revolutionary
Plaza where Fidel Castro
at his height in the
1960s and 1970s used
to mesmerize Cubans
with his anti-imperialist
harangues.

But at least some on the
island are agitating for
more radical change.
Hundreds of artists, some
of them wrapped in the
Cuban flag, have in recent months carried out
anti-government protests.
Top leaders have tried to
vilify the demonstrators,
accusing them of being
paid by exiles in Miami.
But the movement has
gained momentum thanks
to the arrival of mobile
internet service two years
ago that has made it easier
for dissidents to organize.
LeoGrande said the discontent running through
Cuban society is about
the basics of daily life,
not political freedom and
certainly not the rights
of performance artists to
wear the Cuban flag.
He says a bigger threat

comes from the gaping
inequality visible for the
first time with the advent
of special stores selling
merchandise in dollars
to the lucky few receiving hard currency from
relatives abroad or who
work in what, prior to
the pandemic, had been a
booming foreign tourism
industry.

“Back in 1990s, there was
a sense that we’re all in
this together. There was
no ostentation consumption,” said LeoGrande.
“Today, the inequality is
not only worse but it’s
also more manifest.”
As always in Cuba’s history, the wildcard is the
“Northern Empire,” as

communist stalwarts refer to the U.S. This year’s
congress, like the two before it, coincides with the
anniversary of the 1961
invasion by CIA-funded
Cuban exiles at the Bay
of Pigs.
President Joe Biden campaigned on the promise
to partially revive the
Obama administration’s
opening that saw the
U.S. raise the American
flag at its long-shuttered
embassy in Havana, ease
the decades-old trade embargo and boost air connections between the two
countries. Most of those
policies were reversed
by Trump administration,
which at the last minute
even declared Cuba a
state sponsor of terrorism despite having helped

broker a peace deal between Colombia’s government and leftist rebels.
“Beyond tying to alleviate
Cuba’s severe humanitarian conditions by removing remittance and travel
restrictions, the Biden administration is likely to be
very cautious in re-engaging Cuba,” said Michael
Shifter, president of the
Inter-American Dialogue
in Washington. “The potential political costs of
doing so are just much
higher than the benefits.”
Associated Press writer
Andrea Rodriguez reported this story in Havana
and AP writer Joshua
Goodman reported from
Miami
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Health Ministry
slams rumours in
wake of nurse’s
death
By Loshaun Dixon

The Ministry of Health
has called on the general public in St. Kitts and
Nevis to respect the family of Nurse Josephine
Arceo of the Philippines,
who passed away on
Monday evening, and
whose death was met
with rumours indicating
that it was as a result of
her recently taking a vac-

Nurse Arceo on the health
care system, particularly,
in the area of maternal
and child health,” the
statement read.
The Ministry said that
Nurse Arceo had worked
at the maternity unit of the
J N F General Hospital as
a speciality nurse for four
years.
“She will long be re-

social media, connecting
her death to the vaccine.
“Nurse Arceo’s untimely
passing is poignantly regrettable, and contrary to
the falsehood being circulated, is entirely unrelated
to the administration of
the COVID-19 vaccine.
The misinformation being circulated on social
media relative to her demise is therefore extreme-

“The Ministry of Health is indebted to Nurse Arceo
for the significant role she played as a midwife
and the sterling and invaluable service she
provided to the Federation of St Kitts and Nevis.”
cine for COVID-19.
In a statement issued
Tuesday, the Ministry
of Health expressed
“profound condolences
to the children, particularly Nurse Rose-Ann
Delacruz and other family members of Nurse
Josephine Arceo, on her
sudden passing”.
“The demise of Nurse
Arceo has intensely affected the entire staff of
the Ministry of Health,
her nursing colleagues
and the other members of
the local Philippino community. Words alone cannot adequately convey the
impact of the huge loss of

membered by the nursing
fraternity as a staunch
advocate for childbearing
women and mothers, and
an effusively warm and
highly-skilled midwife
as she guided and cared
for women and families
through pregnancy, labour and after birth.
“The Ministry of Health is
indebted to Nurse Arceo
for the significant role she
played as a midwife and
the sterling and invaluable service she provided
to the Federation of St
Kitts and Nevis.”
The Ministry then went
on to slam the rumours
that were circulated on

ly unfortunate, and sadly,
is completely devoid of
the requisite empathy for
someone who has given
so much in service of our
country.
“Consequently,
the
Ministry of Health urges
the public to respect the
Arceo family and provide
the necessary privacy
and prayers during this
extremely sad and difficult period of grief and
bereavement.”
Up until this week, more
than 10,000 Kittitians
and Nevisians have taken
COVID-19 vaccines with
no major health complications reported.

Nurse Josephine Arceo of the Philippines
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ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn

Page:9

Page:10

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 16th, 2021

PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

GINGERLAND, NEVIS

5.7 ACRES WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

LISTED FOR SALE
US$1,250,000

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

NEWS

NEWS

PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

NORTH SHORE ESTATE, NEVIS

NEW RIVER, NEVIS

1.00 ACRE WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

1.76 ACRES WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

LISTED FOR SALE
US$1,450,000
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LISTED FOR SALE
US$940,000

iﬁed Ad to run 26 March,
Classiﬁed
2 AprilAd
& 9toApril
run 26
2021
March, 2 April & 9 April 2021
WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

PROPERTY FOR SALE

PROPERTY FOR SALE

HUGGINS ESTATE, NEVIS

NEWCASTLE, NEVIS

0.50 ACRE WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

1.20 ACRE WITH
DWELLING HOUSE

LISTED FOR SALE
US$349,000

LISTED FOR SALE
US$545,000

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

WWW.STKITTSNEVISREALTY.COM

TEL: 869 469 3000

TEL: 869 469 3000

IN

IN

LIQUOR LICENCES ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate, District “A”
To the Superintendent of Police

I, GAVIN j. WILLIAMS FOR FAUSTINA’S
SNACKETTE now residing in Stapleton in the Village of St. Peter’s do hereby give you notice that
it is my intention to apply on 1st April, 2021 next
to the District Magistrate at Basseterre for a Retail Liquor Licence in respect of my premises in
Stapleton, St. Peter’s.
‘

Dated this 18th day of March 2021.
Signed
Gavin J. Williams
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Nevis seeks World Heritage Site
designation again

By Monique Washington

Nevis is once again
seeking World Heritage
Site designation by
the United Nations
Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), but this time
as an early colonial and
agro-industrial landscape.
In 2018, the International
Council on Monuments
and Sites (ICOMOS)
said no to the possibility of “Charming
Charlestown” as one of
the World Heritage sites
by UNESCO
The ICOMOS had noted
that “on this basis of the
findings of the mission
and opinions expressed
by the Desk Reviewers,
ICOMOS has come to the
conclusion that the historic

town of Charlestown as
identified by the state in
its briefing report does not
meet the requirements for
the inscription of cultural
properties on the world
heritage list. The report
gaveitsrecommendations.
“Although
ICOMOS
cannot recommend for
Charlestown to be further
explored, it does nevertheless consider that
what remains of the built
heritage should be better
protected, conserved and
managed as a national and
local asset for the benefits
of people now and for the
future generations.”
This week, Dr Cameron
Gill, a member of the
Nevis World Heritage
Committee, gave some
insight on why Nevis
can be designated as a

World Heritage Site by
UNESCO.
“What we are looking
to put forward is a serial nomination for Nevis
as an early colonial and
agro-industrial landscape

unique is that the sugar
industry went out in a
much early period than
the others, so you have
a perfect time capsule of
that period, in which an
Eastern Caribbean colony
contributed to the creation

Montpelier
Plantation
Inn, Historical Anglican
and Methodist churches in
Charlestown, St Thomas
and St James Anglican
churches, Jewish cemetery, cholera cemetery,
Fort Charles and the hot

“What we are looking to put forward is a serial
nomination for Nevis as an early colonial and
agro-industrial landscape within the English
and French-speaking Eastern Caribbean. “
within the English and
French-speaking Eastern
Caribbean. Sugar was the
dominant crop utilized.
We have several sugar
landscapes throughout the
Caribbean. They can be
found in St. Kitts, Nevis,
Antigua, Barbados etc.
“What

makes

Nevis

of an Atlantic world system, built on the exploitation of enslaving labour,”
he said
Heritage sites that were
visited this past week
were Cottle Church,
Eden Brown estate, New
River estate, Plantation
hotels, the Hermitage and

springs.
Evelyn Henville, Chair of
the Nevis World Heritage
Committee, noted the importance of visiting the
Heritage sites.
“For the full week, we are
going to visit our sites,
at which we must do our

data collection pertaining to the authenticity of
our history, the integrity
of the various sites, and
certainly the universal
value - as to how our heritage fits into that global
story. How does it affect
the universal value? How
does it impact the history
of the universal value?
“If a visitor comes to
Nevis from Germany,
from
France,
from
Europe, they should understand how the heritage
of Nevis impacted the rest
of the world. That is our
job,” she said.
Currently, the project
is funded by the Nevis
Island Administration,
and a small grant from the
Organization of American
States.
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Skerritt grateful
for second term
at helm of CWI
By Loshaun Dixon

Recently
re-elected
president of Cricket West
Indies (CWI), Ricky
Skerritt, said he was
pleased to be given a
second term, after his success last Sunday at CWI’s
Annual General Meeting.
Speaking
exclusively
with The Observer,
Skerritt said it was a privi-

get cricket played during
COVID. It has been a
tremendous challenge to
host cricket, and to get
aligned with the health
protocols, and to keep
players and officials safe,
and afford to do it with the
high cost of travel, quarantine and testing. We
have spent in the last three
or four months nearly
$250,000 in COVID-19
testing”.

We have difficulty gathering our players.”
He said that 2021 will
be just as challenging as
2020, but they are making
sure that they can keep the
players as active as possible, and will have to improve on the finances and
make sure West Indies
Cricket continues to be on
the upward climb.

Skerritt said CWI will continue to
keep the regional players busy,
with the U19 World Cup in the
Caribbean less than a year away.
lege to serve West Indies
Cricket, which has been
his love since he was very
young.
“I have done many things
in my life of service to
my community and the
region, and have been
in many roles across the
region, and none have
been more important
than President of Cricket
West Indies, which I take
seriously.”
Addressing what his main
objectives would be for
his second term, Skerritt
said that they have some
“serious business” to
complete, and have created a top ten priority list.
“It speaks about making sure we continue to

Skerritt said CWI will
continue to keep the regional players busy, with
the U19 World Cup in the
Caribbean less than a year
away.
“We have two other world
cups, female and male,
to participate in, so 2021
needs to be a very busy
cricketing year, if our
players are going to be
at their best state of readiness for competing globally. But if it is happening
during COVID - where in
the Caribbean we have a
peculiar problem where
there are several nations,
several borders, and several country protocols, it
is very difficult and costly
to play cricket compared
to our competitors, who
can gather in one venue.

“It is difficult to pinpoint
all the things you want
to achieve, because remember, we’re still on a
week-to-week management basis, because situations change. Look at
what just happened in St.
Vincent. St. Vincent is the
site where we would have
had our U19 tournament
this summer.”
He also pledged that this
term would be his last as
head of CWI, as promised
during his 2019 run.
“This is the last term. I
have announced that I
would do no more than
two terms, and I am
privileged to be given the
opportunity to serve the
second term, and this is
it.”

CWI President Ricky Skerritt
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SKN offers fullest support to SVG
By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts and Nevis has
offered its fullest support
to the people and government of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines, as the
explosive eruptions from
La Soufrière Volcano,
that started last Friday,
continue.
Prime Minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis Dr.
Timothy Harris noted that
the eruptions have caused
the evacuation of about
20,000 persons - principally from the Red Zone
in the north to other areas
in the south of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines. He
said it has created a herculean challenge for the
government and people
of St Vincent and the
Grenadines, and indeed
the Caribbean.
“It certainly exposes further the vulnerability of
our region to issues of climate change, natural and
man-made disasters.”
Prime
Minister
of
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, Dr. Ralph
Gonsalves,
conceded
that with about 20,000
people set to be internally
displaced for possibly
months, it is not financially sustainable for his
nation.
Dr Harris said that St.
Kitts and Nevis is a genuine ally of the people
of St Vincent and the
Grenadines.
“I love St. Vincent and
the Grenadines and we
as a people have been
moved to provide a comprehensive humanitarian
response.
He said they were able
to do so after having
the strongest fiscal balance in the region before
COVID-19
“We had saved by then
for the proverbial rainy
day. Clearly, it is challenging for all of us, but

we are good samaritans in
St. Kitts and Nevis.”

government of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.

He then highlighted what
has been offered from
St. Kitts and Nevis to the
people of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines:

“We are privileged to be
able to help, and for this,
we must thank God. We
are reminded often that it
is so much better to give
than receive.”

“Financial assistance to
the sum of one million
EC Dollars to assist with
the evacuation and resettling of the citizens and
residents of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines from
the Danger Zone around
the Volcano; To host
families of two or three
members evacuated from
the Danger Zone, totalling not more than 300
persons.”
Dr Harris said that the
technical team would
determine the requirements for entry, including COVID-19 protocols
such as vaccinations, but
noted that the majority of
evacuees wanted to remain in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines.
“Our financial contributions, then, will go someways in them staying
there.”
Prime Minister Harris
added that they offered to
provide human resources
through the Regional
Security System (RSS)
recruited from the police
and defence forces, to
support humanitarian activities, as well as provide
technical and peacekeeping efforts on the ground.
“We committed to releasing to the Caribbean
Disaster
Emergency
Management
Agency,
the sum of 20,000 US
Dollars towards its
special
Emergency
Assistance Funds in order to bring further relief
and support some of its
logistical
operations.
Our NEMA (National
Emergency Management
Agency) has been tasked
with coordinating the
National response to the
needs list provided by the

Dr. Harris also defended
the move to provide assistance to the people of
SVG.
“Some here have asked
why in our own time
of difficulty and challenge brought on by
COVID-19, and when
some of our own people
are experiencing hardships, we are giving resources to others? We
are to be reminded by the
Good Book to do unto
others as we would have
done unto us.
“What would it say of us
in St. Kitts and Nevis if
we aren’t willing to give a
starving man some or all
of our meal because we
don’t want to be hungry
for a day? The real test of
love, fellowship and giving are not in the parting
with the excess, but with
parting with what is needed, for the sake of one’s
fellow man.”
He reminded that as a
member of the Eastern
Caribbean
Currency
Union
(ECCU),
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines
operates
within the same financial
space as St. Kitts and
Nevis.
“Apart from moral duty,
our Eastern Caribbean
Currency Union needs
fully functioning economies for its financial
stability. St. Vincent and
the Grenadines is an important member of the
currency union. Its challenges represent a further
setback to its recovery,
and that of the sub-region
as a whole. Unless we are
prepared to be our brother’s keeper, the international community will

Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr. Timothy Harris (L) and Prime
Minister of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Dr. Ralph Gonsalves
not take us seriously, and
will be less likely to help
when we are not willing
to help our kith and kin.”
Dr Harris added that the
situation in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines is not
their issue alone, but a regional issue, and maybe a
global issue.
“As a region, we have
a duty to stand with our
brothers and sisters and
provide them with support at a time of vulnerability and need. As a
region, we are in this
together. As a region,
we will get through it
together.”
He said he was pleased
that in less than a week, St.
Kitts and Nevis had mobilized a substantial and
comprehensive response
to the situation facing the
people of St Vincent and
the Grenadines.
“Apart from my government, the rest of society
has responded well. Last
evening I visited NEMA
and thanked scores of
young men and women
who were helping to
sort supplies for two
containers
earmarked
for St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.

“Imagine, notwithstanding our small size, we
can quickly put together
a large quantity of food

and non-food items identified by the government
of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines on their list of
needs.”
The Prime Minister hailed
the Director of NEMA,
Mr. Abdias Samuel, for
the quick action, and the
people of St. Kitts and
Nevis for the major humanitarian response.

Samuel himself commended the response and
“patriotic spirit” by the
citizens, residents and
corporate society who
contributed to the effort.
“Since getting the information of the explosive
eruptions, the nation’s
mitigation council would
have met and come up
with a two-phase approach to the response in
support of the people and
government of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.”
He said when they got
word of the ship that could
leave St Kitts on Tuesday
and arrive in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines on
Wednesday,
NEMA
sprung into action.

“We mobilized to get
relief supplies to our
colleagues and friends
and people affected
in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. I am pleased

to say we received 264
contributions
totalling
$150,000 worth of relief
supplies which include
water and non-perishable
items along with hygiene
kits.
He said many corporate
partners stepped up to the
plate to assist.
“Equally so, I must recognize the ordinary citizens who came to NEMA
and brought their bits and
pieces and made their
contribution. The Red
Cross must be recognized
for bringing together
young persons to assist
in the packing of these
containers, and also the
packaging of the goods
received at NEMA.”
Samuels announced that
Community and Social
Development will lead
a committee to come up
with the plan to receive
the 300 displaced persons
from St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.
He also reminded that
here in St. Kitts and Nevis
there is also the volcanic
threat by the two largest
peaks in the Federation
“It is critical to understand
the clear and present dangers of volcanoes that
are here in St. Kitts and
Nevis; volcanoes that are
dormant but can become
alive, at Mount Liamigua
and Nevis Peak.”
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D. R. Walwyn:
A pioneer and an
icon of Nevis
By Laughton Pemberton

The Honourable Dr
Daniel Reynold Walwyn,
founder of the Nevis
Cooperative Bank, was
born November 27, 1892,
in Bath Village, Nevis, to
parents Ernest Walwyn
and Rhoda Walwyn.
From an early age, “D.R.”
as he was affectionately
referred to, exercised a
strong will and determination. This was revealed
at the age of seven, when
he saved his life, as well
as that of his aunt, Berl
Walwyn. This led to his
destiny of consciousness,
fearlessness of the uncommon, and constantly
challenging the establishment whenever the opportunity presented itself.
D.R. attended primary
school in Charlestown,
Nevis, and later obtained
a pupil teacher’s certificate after completing his
primary school education
in Montserrat.
After leaving primary
school, he was apprenticed as a tailor to ‘learn
the trade’. He soon decided that becoming a tailor
was not for him, and he
left the trade to become a
primary school teacher.
He taught in Brown
Pasture, Nevis, and in
1913, encouraged by
the Inspector of Schools
for the Leeward Islands,
he left Nevis to teach at
Rousseau Boys School
in Dominica. He taught
in Dominica until 1915,
and then worked in the
Treasury in Portsmouth,
Dominica, from 1915 to
1920, when he returned to
Nevis.
His father, Ernest, died

suddenly in 1914, while
he was teaching in
Dominica, and because
of the state of communication technology at the
time, it took him more
than a week to learn of his
father’s death.
On his return to Nevis
in 1920, he taught once
again at a primary school.
He married Mabel Wilson
in 1924 and the family
lived in a two-bedroom
house built by his father
in Bath Village.
CAREER CHOICES
While teaching, D.R. enrolled in a correspondence
course in accounting from
an American institution.
Upon completing the
course, he applied for a
job in the colonial civil
service.
The entry requirements
for the civil service were
O’ levels and he argued
that the accounting course
was equivalent to O’ levels. His application was
summarily rejected and
this led to him personally
taking his case to the colonial office in London,
which ruled in his favour,
and he was appointed to
the accounting area of the
civil service in Nevis.
In 1930, D.R. was appointed as an audit clerk
in the Treasury in Antigua
,where he moved with
his young family, which
eventually included six
wonderful children. The
family lived in Antigua
from 1930 to 1937.
In 1937, Walwyn took
up a nine-month appointment in Tortola
as
Treasurer,
Post
Master and Additional
Magistrate. He spoke of

travel in Tortola in those
days being difficult - travel was by boat along the
coastline.

His next civil service appointment was in late
1937 as Post Master for St
Kitts, Nevis and Anguilla.
He served in that position
throughout the ravages of
World War 2, until 1947,
when he was appointed
to the civil service in
Montserrat as Treasurer.
While
serving
as
Treasurer in Montserrat,
D.R. was also required to
serve as a member of the
Executive Council, which
was a colonial approximation to a cabinet. He
was additionally required
to serve as a lay magistrate, presiding over petty
session courts.
D.R. retired from the
civil service in 1953 and
returned to live in Bath
Village. His first priority
was to extend the tworoom house into more
convenient accommodation. At the same time, he
started to cultivate cotton
and later peanuts on the
land around the house. He
and his wife also raised a
few small animals, such
as chickens, sheep, goats
and pigs.
NEVIS COOPERATIVE
BANK
That same year, D.R.
and a small group of
prominent residents of
Charlestown and Bath
Village conceived a plan
to start a cooperative
bank. The goal of the bank
was to provide financial
assistance to marginal individuals like small peasants, who were shut out of

T he Honourable
Dr. Daniel Reynold
Walwyn
the mainstream financial
sector.
The Nevis Cooperative
Bank started its operation out of rented
space on Main Street in
Charlestown in 1954,
with D.R. as its executive chairman (a position
he would hold until his
retirement in 1990). The
bank constructed its offices on Chapel Street, and
relocated there in 1959.
D.R. and the directors
oversaw the evolution
of the bank to embrace a
broad customer base and
the offering of a standard
suite of banking services.
According to his granddaughter, Attorney at Law
Ms. Jacqueline Walwyn,
who resides in Antigua
and Barbuda, the bank
was created to give an option to black people who
were then excluded from
the banking sector.
“The bank’s employees
were all white, except for
the cleaners and messengers. They did not accept
deposits from black people or lend them money.
People would save their
money by hiding it in crab
holes, and the tides would
wash it away. They saved
in butter cans; they dug
holes in the ground and
hid their money. So he
started the Co-op bank.
The bank also owned
a tractor with a plough,
which they rented at affordable rates to small
farmers. Many persons
borrowed money to migrate to start a new life,
and they honoured their
obligation and repaid
their loans.”
In the late 1950s and early
1960s, in addition to being
executive chairman of the
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D. R. Walwyn Plaza, located in the
heart of Charlestown.
bank, D.R. had to supplement his income by doing accounting work for
a number of companies
in St Kitts and Nevis. He
used to commute between
the two islands at least
once a week to service
his accounting customers
in St Kitts, and do business with a correspondent
bank in St Kitts, on behalf
of the Nevis Cooperative
Bank.
Another of D.R.’s accomplishments was the
starting of a Copra factory
that manufactured edible oils. This Company,
which
was
named
NEVISOTA, eventually
ran into difficulty, and
the bank took it over then
sold it to a new owner in
the Commonwealth of
Dominica.
The earlier mentioned
forays into small farming
declined and disappeared
altogether in the years
following the death of his
wife in 1971.
POWERFUL LEGACY
D.R. was extremely active
in Nevisian society from
1953 to his retirement
in 1990. He enthusiastically participated in many
social events and was a
member of the local chapters of the Red Cross and
the Lions Club. He also
served on the board of the
Charlestown Secondary
School, and was active in the Charlestown
Methodist Church.
He received an Honorary
Doctorate from the
University
of
The
West Indies, Cave Hill,
Barbados campus in
1991, which was received
by one of his sons, Dr
Alford Walwyn, a few

months before he passed
away in January of 1992.
The Observer was able
to contact Dr. Donald
Walwyn, the youngest of
D.R’s six children, who,
in summing up the powerful legacy his father left
them, said, every time he
thinks of his father, he is
reminded of the statement
he drilled into him and his
siblings that “Knowledge
is Power.”
His children in order of
age: Mr. Eugene Walwyn
(Deceased, Attorney at
Law, lived and practised
in St. Kitts-Nevis); Mrs.
Helen Crabbe (Retired
Nurse, Lived in New
York State, USA); Dr.
Alford Walwyn, (a retired medical practitioner, lives and worked in
Antigua); Mr. Ira Walwyn
(Deceased, Retired civil
servant and banker, who
lived and worked in
St. Kitts-Nevis); Mrs.
Valarie Henry (widow
and housewife living in
Antigua) and Dr. Donald
Walwyn, (Retired lecturer
in Physics at UWI, Mona,
in Jamaica, and currently
lives in Jamaica).

The courage and humility of The Honourable Dr
Daniel Reynold Walwyn,
led him to become a pioneer in many aspects of
his journey with us. He
took every opportunity
to advance himself and
his community. The community has saluted him in
so many ways. The D.R.
Walwyn Plaza is a beautiful reflection of this. He
will always be remembered as a pioneer and an
icon.
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Will you be the next Miss Culture?
the comfort of your home
because we want all
and sundry to enjoy the
Culturama Festival”

By Monique Washington

The Nevis Culturama
Committee
is
currently calling on potential participants for
the Culturama 47 Ms
Culture Swimwear, Ms
Culture queen pageant,
Mr Kool, Senior Soca
and Senior Calypsoians
competitions.

Culturama 47 will be
celebrated from Tuesday,
July 27th to Tuesday,
August 3rd, 2021

On Monday the Nevis
COVID-19 Task Force
and Commissioner of
Police Hilroy Brandy has
officially ok-ed certain
Culturama Activities.

Though the festival will
be scaled down this year,
most events will be conducted virtually. Chair of
the Culturama Committee
Antonio Liburd said that
“what we’ll be offering
this year however is having the events streamed
online, pay per view,
so you can enjoy the
Culturama festival from

This year there will be
no street activities such
as J’ouvert and Parade
Day, Mr. Liburd said the
Secretariat will host a
virtual “Jam where you

are J’ouvert” on August
Monday and no fetes will
be permitted during the
Festival.

Registration forms are
available at the Culturama
Secretariat located in the
Cotton Ginnery Mall,
Charlestown or online
at www.culturamanevis.

com.All application forms
are to be returned to the
Culturama Secretariat on
or before Friday, May
14th, 2021
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Travel Publication Cites Nevis as a
‘Fun, Safe’ Destination

Travel + Leisure magazine, one of the leading
industry
publications
devoted to travel, has
featured Nevis as a fun
and safe destination to
visit. The twin-island
nation was singled out
by the magazine for its
robust health and safety
protocols, and a model
for other destinations currently welcoming visitors
to explore and indulge in
its varied activities.
Editor Erinne Magee who
visited the Caribbean
island to get a first-hand
experience of the destination and its management
of the COVID pandemic
noted the comfort felt
during her vacation.

The Nevis Tourism
Authority worked with
the magazine to ensure
all the travel requirements
were adhered to and Ms.
Magee singled out the
NTA for making the story
possible.

To visit St. Kitts and Nevis
requires a negative PCR
test taken within 72 hours
of departure. Visitors are
then required to upload a
copy of the results along
with a picture of their
passport to the St. Kitts
and Nevis travel portal,

after which they will be
sent the approval forms
for boarding. These will
be checked at the airport
prior to being issued a
boarding pass. On arrival
to St. Kitts and Nevis, a
health screening and temperature check will take
place.

designated our status of
vacationing in place,”
Magee stated.

In the feature, she had
high praises for the staff
at Four Seasons Resort
Nevis who made her feel
like family and gave her
an opportunity to learn
more about the Nevisian
culture. One of the biggest takeaways for the
According to the NTA Editor is that in Nevis,
CEO, Jadine Yarde, the hospitality is not a job, but
various
accommoda- a way of life.
tion and attraction travel
partners have worked together to ensure that the
strict protocols are imple- “The customer service
mented and consistently here shines — not bemaintained to provide all cause it’s required, but
visitors peace of mind.
because warmth and
openness are simply second nature. The slogan in
Nevis is: ‘You’re only a
The article highlighted stranger once’ but I think
the seamless procedure it’s more accurate to say:
which the Editor enjoyed You’re not a stranger at
making it a smooth and all,” Magee noted.
safe transfer to the Four
Seasons hotel.

“Here, hotel staff was
waiting to greet me and
the other guests with their
trademarked
Nevisian
hospitality. From there,
we were led to a checkin area, receiving another
temperature check and
two bracelets. One bracelet changed each day after
a morning temperature
check, while the other

Travel + Leisure is a
travel magazine based
in New York City, New
York. Published 12 times
a year, it has over 6.1 million readers. For decades,
the publication has been
a trusted voice inspiring
and empowering the most
curious and passionate
travellers to travel more
and travel better.

For travel and tourism
information on Nevis
please visit the Nevis
Tourism
Authority

website at www.nevisisland.com; and follow us on Instagram
(@nevisnaturally),

Facebook (@nevisnaturally), YouTube (nevisnaturally) and Twitter (@
Nevisnaturally).
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NIA to fix defective
Cherry Garden soakaways

Cherry Garden. File Photo
By Monique Washington

The
Nevis
Island
Administration (NIA),
through the Ministry of
Public Works, will be
conducting in excess of
$200,000 worth of remedial work on 31 defective
soakaways in the first
phase of Cherry Garden.
The Cherry Garden
Project’s first phase was
built under the Nevis
Reformation Party-led
NIA between 2008 and
2013. Just about 100
homes were built in that
project.

The Observer understands
that last week, Ready
Realty Limited, who was
contracted to carry out an
assessment of the problem, submitted a report
of their findings. The
report suggested ways to
fix the widespread issue.
The report indicated that

the soakaways had not
been properly constructed
to begin with, and would
have to be redone.

Some of the issues experienced by residents are
poor drainage, backed-up
plumbing, stagnant water
in yards, and foul smells
coming from the soakaway areas.
Speaking with Minister
in charge of Lands, Hon.
Alexis Jeffers, he noted
reports were made that
shortcuts was taken when
the soakaways were initially being built, and the
soakaways were not dug
deep enough.
“The Reef of the hard
crust was not broken by
the equipment used. To
be effective and soak
properly, a soakaway
must be dug at least 20
feet. If you get to 10 feet
and you meet a rock,

Some of the issues
experienced by
residents are poor
drainage, backed-up
plumbing, stagnant water
in yards, and foul smells
coming from the
soakaway areas.
you just cannot stop. You
have to excavate the rock
and go deeper, until you
meet soft material. So the
persons back then met
this hard crust at a certain
depth and stopped,” he
said.

He noted that when they
took office they “could
not just start to dig up all
the soakaways in 2013, so
we dealt with those that
malfunctioned there and
then...”
The Nevis Housing
and Land Development

Corporation (NHLDC)
has already replaced eight
soakaways, however, due
to financial constraints at
the NHLDC, the Ministry
of Public Works will
undertake to replace the
remaining faulty soakaways, a project that
cost $217,000 in the first
instance.
Jeffers noted that though
the responsibility of repairing the soakaways
does not belong to
NHLDC (because six
weeks after turning over
the keys, the homeowners then become responsible for any repairs to
the houses and property),
the NIA remains committed to ensuring proper
housing for the people of
Nevis, and the Cabinet
took the decision to provide this assistance at no
cost to the homeowners.
“Each soakaway will
cost us in excess of $7000
to repair, give or take,

because it can run up to
as much as $10,000. It
has to be a wholesome
approach, so as to make
sure that the soakaways
are properly done, and
the plumbing is properly
done.
“It’s the only way to ensure that the lower-income bracket that we are
catering for do not have
to undertake these exorbitant expenses, especially
at this time,” he said.
When questioned, Jeffers
said that the work will
begin within two weeks,
and should be completed
before June 1.
The Observer made several attempts to contact
the former Minister in
charge of land, Robelto
Hector, on the claims that
were reported, but was
unsuccessful.
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Haiti: US Calls for Free and Fair Elections After
Prime Minister Resigns
WASHINGTON – The
U.S. is reiterating its call
Wednesday for free and
fair legislative and presidential elections in Haiti,
hours after Prime Minister
Joseph Jouthe resigned
and President Jovenel
Moise named Foreign
Minister Claude Joseph
as his replacement.
“The U.S. looks forward
to continued cooperation with Interim Prime
Minister Claude Joseph,
the Government of Haiti
and all Haitian stakeholders and international
partners working to hold
free and fair legislative
and presidential elections in 2021,” tweeted
Julie Chung, acting assistant secretary for the
U.S. State Department’s
Bureau
of Western
Hemisphere Affairs.
Jouthe
announced
his resignation in the
pre-dawn hours of
Wednesday without explaining why he decided to step down. He had
been at odds with other
members of Moise’s
Cabinet, who openly
opposed and acted
against Jouthe’s orders
on issues pertaining to
security and justice.
“I gave my letter of resignation to the President
of the Republic, SEM
@moisejovenel. It has
been an honor to serve
my country as prime
minister. I thank the
members of my government, (and) our
technical and financial
partners for their collaboration. God Bless
Haiti!” Jouthe said on
Twitter.
In a tweet, Moise said,
“The resignation of the
government, which I
have accepted, will allow me to address the
insecurity that is calling out to be handled
and pursue discussions
that will help us find the
consensus that is necessary for political and

institutional stability in
our country.”
Responding to VOA’s
request for comment on
the Cabinet reshuffle,
a State Department
spokesperson expressed
the Biden administration’s
commitment
toward working with
Haiti to promote democratic governance and
the rule of law.
“We encourage Haitian
politicians, civil society
and the business community to find common
ground to work toward
free and fair overdue
legislative, as well as
presidential, elections,”
the spokesperson told
VOA.
The Moise government
plans to hold a constitutional referendum in
June, followed by legislative and presidential
elections in September
and November.
Spike in kidnappings
The Cabinet change follows a spike in kidnappings during recent days
that saw Protestant pastors and church officials
kidnapped at gunpoint
during a live broadcast
on Easter Sunday, the
abduction for ransom
of Catholic priests and
nuns, and the killing of
a prominent businessman in broad daylight
during a failed kidnapping attempt.
The Organization of
American States expressed its concern
late Tuesday about the
deteriorating security
situation.
“The Secretary General
of the OAS (Luis
Almagro) is closely
following the situation
in Haiti and deplores
the deterioration of the
security situation, particularly the resurgence
of kidnappings and
killings, including five

religious leaders over
the weekend,” the OAS
said in a tweet.
“The right to life is a
reflection of respect
for human life, which
is a fundamental human right. the OAS
Secretary-General calls
on Haitian officials
to take the necessary
measures to protect the
life and dignity of its
citizens.”
Laurent Weil, research
analyst and specialist
on Latin America and
the Caribbean at The
Economist magazine,
said the Cabinet change
was not enough to improve security.
“A change of prime
minister or Cabinet reshuffle is unlikely to
be sufficient by itself
to improve the security
situation ahead of the
referendum,” Weil told
VOA. But he thinks the
resignation could signal
Moise’s willingness to
engage in a more inclusive dialogue.
“The move may reflect President Jovenel
Moise’s recognition of
the deteriorating situation and indicate that
he is willing to engage
in talks with some of
his opponents to lower
the heat on the political
scene,” Weil said. “But
the prospects for negotiations are slim, as very
few political leaders are
willing to cooperate.”
The United Nations
Integrated Office in
Haiti, BINUH, criticized the electoral process Tuesday, saying it
was neither inclusive
nor transparent enough.
“The national appropriation of the constitution project requires the
engagement of a larger
segment of political actors, civil society, women and religious groups
from across the nation,”

BINUH tweeted.
Weil said there are steps
Moise can take to show
he is committed to free
and fair elections.
“At this stage, if the
government is really
committed to free and
fair votes this year, its
priority will be to improve citizens’ confidence by ensuring that
a significant portion of
the population takes
ownership of the referendum and electoral
process,” he told VOA.
The new prime minister
Joseph is Haiti’s 164th
minister of foreign affairs and religious affairs. Before being

named foreign minister
in March 2020, he held
posts as Haitian ambassador to Argentina,
and chargé d’affaires
at the Haitian Embassy
in Spain. Prior to
working in politics,
Joseph was a professor at the University
of Connecticut and at
Long Island University.
Under normal circumstances, Joseph’s nomination would require
Parliament‘s approval.
But the legislative
body is not functioning because of a failure
to organize elections
to renew the terms of
lawmakers.
Joseph has not responded to VOA’s request for

comment on his new
Cabinet position, but
he did retweet Moise’s
announcement of his
appointment, as well
as a congratulatory
tweet from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of
Taiwan.

“We welcome @moisejovenel’s naming of @
claudejoseph03 as interim PM of Haiti & look
forward to continuing
close bilateral cooperation in areas of mutual
interest benefiting the
people of both countries
and the region. Taiwan
is Haiti’s true friend &
partner in prosperity.
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“Make use of
the strength
of women in
politics”
- NRP leader tells party
Jaedee Caines and Leader of NRP Janice Daniel Hodge
Picture courtesy NRP
By Monique Washington

Leader of the Nevis
Reformation
Party
(NRP), Dr Janice Daniel–
Hodge, has given the

can tell you overwhelmingly, Nevisians here and
abroad, our brothers and
sister across the entire
Caribbean, and even the
world afar, have reached

good governance, we will
put on our skirts, we will
put on our mascara and
our lipstick, and we will
use our intelligence to
deliver more jobs, more

“We know there are a lot of whispers out there,
some persons are anxious about NRP, and NRP’s
courage to change the status quo and present a
slate predominantly filled with women.”
assurance that her predominantly female party
will chart a new course
for Nevis in the next
Nevis Island Assembly
Election, and is confident
it will emerge victorious.
Speaking at the official
launch of NRP Candidate
Jaedee
Caines
on
Saturday, Daniel-Hodge
said that the new NRP
has received overwhelming support.
“We know there are a
lot of whispers out there,
some persons are anxious
about NRP, and NRP’s
courage to change the
status quo and present
a slate predominantly
filled with women. I

out and said that they are
pregnant with excitement
- looking forward to seeing the women that the
NRP is putting forward
chart a new course for
Nevis in the next election,” she said.
She assured that the NRP
is in a unique position
to take advantage of the
“strength of women in
politics today”.
“Your NRP is uniquely
positioned to address
many of the challenges
that are impacting our
economic and social
norms today. I dare say,
when elected to government with new ideas,
new perspectives and

equality, more representation, to help bring peace,
progress and prosperity
back to Nevis,” she said.
Daniel–Hodge noted that
the principles upon which
the NRP was founded
are still “alive and well in
your new NRP today”.
“Fairness and equality,
integrity, innovation and
independence. Your newly transformed, rebranded
and reenergized NRP
brings to you optimism,
confidence and hope.
We must have hope for a
brighter future, and that is
what this NRP will bring
to you,” she said.
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Biden Admin Gets Deals with Mexico, Honduras,
Guatemala to Stem Immigrant Flow
By Priscilla
CNN

Alvarez,

(CNN)The Biden administration has secured
agreements for Mexico,
Honduras and Guatemala
to tighten their borders and stem the flow
of migration, Special
Assistant to the President
for Immigration for
the Domestic Policy
Council Tyler Moran told
MSNBC on Monday.

“We’ve secured agreements for them to put
more troops on their
own border. Mexico,
Honduras and Guatemala
have all agreed to do this.
That not only is going to
prevent the traffickers,
and the smugglers, and
cartels that take advantage of the kids on their
way here, but also to
protect those children,”
Moran said.

The Biden administration has struggled to
keep up with the influx
of migrants coming to
the US southern border,
particularly unaccompanied minors, who have
languished in Border
Patrol stations as officials
scramble to find sites to
accommodate them.

Moran also outlined a
two-pronged approach to
address the situation at
the border, including processing unaccompanied
minors safely in the US
and addressing the reasons why people migrate
to the US.

“We’re addressing the
reasons that people are
coming from the region.
This is really important. If
you just focus on our border, you’re not addressing
why people are actually

coming to our border. The
President has a blueprint
and he’s working with the
vice president on this,”
Moran said, citing in part
investments in the region.
US Customs and Border
Protection apprehended
more than 172,000 people attempting to cross
the US-Mexico border in
March, a 71% increase
from February, according
to the agency’s data.

While the majority of
encounters along the border were single adults,
who are being expelled
under the public health
order, CBP apprehended
a record number of unaccompanied minors, with
18,890 in March, nearly
double that of February.

President Joe Biden
tasked Vice President
Kamala Harris last month
with overseeing efforts
with Central American
countries to stem the flow
of migrants to the US
southern border.

Harris has since spoken
with President Alejandro
Giammattei of Guatemala
and discussed increasing
humanitarian assistance
to Guatemala, Honduras
and El Salvador, as well
as exploring opportunities to create jobs and
improve conditions for
people in the region,
according to a White
House readout. Harris
also thanked Giammattei
for his efforts to secure
Guatemala’s
southern
border.

Administration officials
have repeatedly underscored the importance of
addressing root causes of
migration and improving conditions in home

countries.
Last week, the US
Agency for International
Development announced
it was deploying a Disaster
Assistance
Response
Team to respond to urgent humanitarian needs
in Guatemala, Honduras
and El Salvador.

“USAID leads the U.S.
Government’s humanitarian response to mitigate
the impact of recurrent
drought, severe food insecurity, and the ongoing
COVID-19
pandemic
especially in communities still recovering from
back-to-back hurricanes
that hit just four months
ago. We are deploying
a Disaster Assistance
Response Team, or
DART, which comprises
disaster experts from
USAID focused on rapidly scaling up emergency
food assistance, programs
to help people earn an income, protection for the
most vulnerable, and other critical humanitarian
programs,” the statement
read in part.

The Biden administration
has also placed around
28,000 radio ads in Latin
America as part of a
stepped-up campaign to
discourage people from
journeying to the US.

The spots, which are
recorded in Spanish,
Portuguese and six indigenous languages, have
reached at least 7 million
Central American radio
listeners via 133 radio
stations, according to a
State Department spokesperson, who added the
scripts are derived from
real-life testimonials. The
US is also using social
media to relay the administration’s message.

IXTEPEC, MEXICO - AUGUST 06: Central American immigrants arrive
on top of a freight train on August 6, 2013 to Ixtepec, Mexico. Thousands
of Central American migrants ride the trains, known as ‘la bestia’, or the
beast, during their long and perilous journey north through Mexico to
reach the United States (Photo by John Moore/Getty Images)
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Chapter 11—The Privilege of Prayer

Ellen G. White Writings

Through nature and
revelation, through His
providence, and by the
influence of His Spirit,
God speaks to us. But
these are not enough;
we need also to pour out
our hearts to Him. In
order to have spiritual
life and energy, we must
have actual relationship with our heavenly
Father. Our minds may
be drawn out toward
Him; we may meditate
upon His works, His
mercies, His blessings;
but this is not, in the
fullest sense, communing with Him. In order
to commune with God,
we must have something
to say to Him concerning our actual life.
Prayer is the opening of
the heart to God as to a
friend. Not that it is necessary in order to make
known to God what we
are, but in order to enable us to receive Him.
Prayer does not bring
God down to us, but
brings us up to Him.

When Jesus was upon
the earth, He taught His
disciples how to pray. He
directed them to present
their daily needs before
God, and to cast all their
care upon Him. And
the assurance He gave
them that their petitions
should be heard, is assurance also to us.

Jesus Himself, while
He dwelt among men,
was often in prayer.
Our Saviour identified
Himself with our needs
and weakness, in that
He became a suppliant,
a petitioner, seeking
from His Father fresh
supplies of strength, that
He might come forth
braced for duty and trial.
He is our example in all
things. He is a brother
in our infirmities, “in all

points tempted like as we
are;” but as the sinless
one His nature recoiled
from evil; He endured
struggles and torture of
soul in a world of sin. His
humanity made prayer a
necessity and a privilege.
He found comfort and
joy in communion with
His Father. And if the
Saviour of men, the Son
of God, felt the need of
prayer, how much more
should feeble, sinful
mortals feel the necessity of fervent, constant
prayer.

Our heavenly Father
waits to bestow upon us
the fullness of His blessing. It is our privilege
to drink largely at the
fountain of boundless
love. What a wonder it
is that we pray so little!
God is ready and willing to hear the sincere
prayer of the humblest
of His children, and yet
there is much manifest
reluctance on our part
to make known our
wants to God. What can
the angels of heaven
think of poor helpless
human beings, who are
subject to temptation,
when God’s heart of infinite love yearns toward
them, ready to give them
more than they can ask
or think, and yet they
pray so little and have so
little faith? The angels
love to bow before God;
they love to be near Him.
They regard communion with God as their
highest joy; and yet the
children of earth, who
need so much the help
that God only can give,
seem satisfied to walk
without the light of His
Spirit, the companionship of His presence.
The darkness of the
evil one encloses those
who neglect to pray.
The whispered temptations of the enemy
entice them to sin; and

it is all because they
do not make use of the
privileges that God has
given them in the divine
appointment of prayer.
Why should the sons
and daughters of God be
reluctant to pray, when
prayer is the key in the
hand of faith to unlock
heaven’s
storehouse,
where are treasured the
boundless resources of
Omnipotence? Without
unceasing prayer and
diligent watching we are
in danger of growing
careless and of deviating
from the right path. The
adversary seeks continually to obstruct the way
to the mercy seat, that
we may not by earnest
supplication and faith
obtain grace and power
to resist temptation.

There are certain conditions upon which we may
expect that God will hear
and answer our prayers.
One of the first of these
is that we feel our need
of help from Him. He
has promised, “I will
pour water upon him
that is thirsty, and floods
upon the dry ground.”
Isaiah 44:3. Those who
hunger and thirst after
righteousness, who long
after God, may be sure
that they will be filled.
The heart must be open
to the Spirit’s influence,
or God’s blessing cannot
be received.

Our great need is itself
an argument and pleads
most eloquently in our
behalf. But the Lord is
to be sought unto to do
these things for us. He
says, “Ask, and it shall
be given you.” And
“He that spared not His
own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how
shall He not with Him
also freely give us all
things?” Matthew 7:7;
Romans 8:32.

If we regard iniquity in
our hearts, if we cling
to any known sin, the
Lord will not hear us;
but the prayer of the
penitent, contrite soul is
always accepted. When
all known wrongs are
righted, we may believe
that God will answer
our petitions. Our own
merit will never commend us to the favor of
God; it is the worthiness
of Jesus that will save
us, His blood that will
cleanse us; yet we have
a work to do in complying with the conditions
of acceptance.
Another element of prevailing prayer is faith.
“He that cometh to God
must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder

of them that diligently
seek Him.” Hebrews
11:6. Jesus said to His
disciples, “What things
soever ye desire, when
ye pray, believe that ye
receive them, and ye
shall have them.” Mark
11:24. Do we take Him
at His word?

The assurance is broad
and unlimited, and He is
faithful who has promised. When we do not
receive the very things
we asked for, at the time
we ask, we are still to believe that the Lord hears
and that He will answer
our prayers. We are so
erring and short-sighted
that we sometimes ask
for things that would not
be a blessing to us, and
our heavenly Father in

love answers our prayers
by giving us that which
will be for our highest
good—that which we
ourselves would desire if
with vision divinely enlightened we could see
all things as they really
are. When our prayers
seem not to be answered,
we are to cling to the
promise; for the time of
answering will surely
come, and we shall receive the blessing we
need most. But to claim
that prayer will always
be answered in the very
way and for the particular thing that we desire,
is presumption. God is
too wise to err, and too
good to withhold any
good thing from them
that walk uprightly.
Then do not fear to trust
Him, even though you
do not see the immediate

NEWS
answer to your prayers.
Rely upon His sure
promise, “Ask, and it
shall be given you.”

If we take counsel with
our doubts and fears,
or try to solve everything that we cannot
see clearly, before we
have faith, perplexities
will only increase and
deepen. But if we come
to God, feeling helpless
and dependent, as we
really are, and in humble, trusting faith make
known our wants to
Him whose knowledge
is infinite, who sees everything in creation, and
who governs everything
by His will and word,
He can and will attend
to our cry, and will let
light shine into our
hearts. Through sincere
prayer we are brought
into connection with the
mind of the Infinite. We
may have no remarkable evidence at the
time that the face of our
Redeemer is bending
over us in compassion
and love, but this is even
so. We may not feel His
visible touch, but His
hand is upon us in love
and pitying tenderness.

When we come to ask
mercy and blessing
from God we should
have a spirit of love
and forgiveness in our
own hearts. How can
we pray, “Forgive us
our debts, as we forgive
our debtors,” and yet
indulge an unforgiving
spirit? Matthew 6:12.
If we expect our own
prayers to be heard we
must forgive others in
the same manner and
to the same extent as we
hope to be forgiven.

Perseverance in prayer
has been made a condition of receiving. We
must pray always if we
would grow in faith and
experience. We are to be
“instant in prayer,” to
“continue in prayer, and
watch in the same with
thanksgiving.” Romans
12:12; Colossians 4:2.
Peter exhorts believers
to be “sober, and watch
unto prayer.” 1 Peter

4:7. Paul directs, “In
everything by prayer
and supplication with
thanksgiving let your
requests be made known
unto God.” Philippians
4:6. “But ye, beloved,”
says Jude, “praying in
the Holy Ghost, keep
yourselves in the love
of God.” Jude 20, 21.
Unceasing prayer is the
unbroken union of the
soul with God, so that
life from God flows into
our life; and from our
life, purity and holiness
flow back to God.
There is necessity for
diligence in prayer; let
nothing hinder you.
Make every effort to
keep open the communion between Jesus and
your own soul. Seek
every opportunity to go
where prayer is wont to
be made. Those who are
really seeking for communion with God will be
seen in the prayer meeting, faithful to do their
duty and earnest and
anxious to reap all the
benefits they can gain.
They will improve every
opportunity of placing
themselves where they
can receive the rays of
light from heaven.

We should pray in the
family circle, and above
all we must not neglect
secret prayer, for this is
the life of the soul. It is
impossible for the soul
to flourish while prayer
is neglected. Family or
public prayer alone is
not sufficient. In solitude let the soul be laid
open to the inspecting eye of God. Secret
prayer is to be heard
only by the prayer-hearing God. No curious ear
is to receive the burden
of such petitions. In secret prayer the soul is
free from surrounding
influences, free from
excitement. Calmly, yet
fervently, will it reach
out after God. Sweet
and abiding will be the
influence
emanating
from Him who seeth in
secret, whose ear is open
to hear the prayer arising from the heart. By
calm, simple faith the
soul holds communion
with God and gathers
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to itself rays of divine
light to strengthen and
sustain it in the conflict
with Satan. God is our
tower of strength.

Pray in your closet, and
as you go about your
daily labor let your heart
be often uplifted to God.
It was thus that Enoch
walked with God. These
silent prayers rise like
precious incense before
the throne of grace.
Satan cannot overcome
him whose heart is thus
stayed upon God.

There is no time or place
in which it is inappropriate to offer up a petition
to God. There is nothing
that can prevent us from
lifting up our hearts
in the spirit of earnest
prayer. In the crowds of
the street, in the midst of
a business engagement,
we may send up a petition to God and plead
for divine guidance, as
did Nehemiah when he
made his request before King Artaxerxes.
A closet of communion
may be found wherever
we are. We should have
the door of the heart
open continually and
our invitation going up
that Jesus may come
and abide as a heavenly
guest in the soul.

Although there may
be a tainted, corrupted
atmosphere around us,
we need not breathe its
miasma, but may live in
the pure air of heaven.
We may close every door
to impure imaginings
and unholy thoughts
by lifting the soul into
the presence of God
through sincere prayer.
Those whose hearts
are open to receive the
support and blessing of
God will walk in a holier
atmosphere than that of
earth and will have constant communion with
heaven.

Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G.
White. All Rights Reserved.
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Tourism Minister Hon Mark
Brantley, launches Exposition
Nevis 2021
NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (April 15, 2021)
-- The following is an
address by Hon. Mark
Brantley, Premier and
Minister of Tourism
in the Nevis Island
Administration
(NIA)
on April 15, to launch
Exposition Nevis 2021,
I extend warm Nevisian
greetings to my fellow
Nevisians and visitors
alike.
The Ministry of Tourism,
Nevis begins its annual
month of tourism awareness activities, which we
call Exposition Nevis.
Our month of activities
is scheduled to run from
April 18th – May 31st,
2021.
The purpose of Exposition
Nevis is to sensitize the
general public about the
role and purpose of the
Ministry of Tourism and
by extension, the critical
impact that the tourism
industry has on the economy of Nevis.
Even as we celebrate
the 5th annual edition of
Exposition Nevis, we do
so against the backdrop of
the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic which has
infected over 138 million persons and caused
almost 3 million deaths
worldwide.
According to the United
Nations World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO),
international tourism arrivals saw a significant
decline of 74 percent
during 2020, setting us
back more than 30 years
in terms of the global
levels of visitor arrivals.
As a consequence, many
destinations have had
no recourse but to resort
to domestic tourism as
a lifeline for their struggling tourism economies.

Local tourism enterprises and home-grown
tourism
experiences
that have hitherto been
largely
under-utilized
have now become the
bread and butter of our
struggling economy. It
is in this context that
the Ministry of Tourism
has selected the theme
‘Fostering
Domestic
Tourism’ as the focus of
its 2021 Exposition Nevis
celebrations.
The calendar of events for
Exposition Nevis 2021
encompasses a wide variety of experiences intended to encourage locals
and visitors alike to learn
about, appreciate and engage in the magnificent
tourism product offerings
here on island, including excursions, festivals,
heritage experiences and
culinary engagements.
Exposition Nevis seeks
to actively encourage
support among the local
populace for local tourism
businesses and is intended
to promote entrepreneurship and capacity building
in the face of one of the
most significant crises to
face our tourism industry
in decades.
Two local businesses,
Nevis Equestrian Centre
and Hills and Valleys
Tours have consented to
offer reduced prices for
locals wishing to experience their tours. Several
of our fine Nevis hotels
are also currently offering special staycation
rates for locals to enjoy
a premium vacation right
here on island, as many
Nevisians are unable to
travel overseas to their
usual vacation spots.
To engage our children,
our calendar of events
includes a call-in tourism
quiz on VON Radio, as

well as an essay competition based on our domestic tourism theme, for our
primary and secondary
school students.

For the general public
there will be the launch
of the 2021 Nevis Garden
Competition and our
annual open day at the
Nevisian Heritage Village
featuring our hallmark
baking of bread in the
traditional oven and cultural food demonstrations. We will be hosting
the first ever night market
at the Artisan Village as
well as a virtual Nevis
Experiences culinary tour
among other things.
As per usual the Ministry
of Tourism, in collaboration with the relevant ministries and departments,
will continue to lend its
support to the Jessups
Seafood Fiesta and the
New River Farmers
Association Open Day,
two events which have
gained recognition over
time as fine exemplars
of
community-based
tourism.
A two-day entrepreneurship workshop will be
hosted for small and medium tourism enterprises,
in our bid to develop the
capacity and local resilience, which are so necessary in this COVID era.
Our health is vital during
this pandemic and there is
also huge potential in the
health tourism business.
As such, we will also collaborate with the Health
Promotion Unit to host a
‘soco-cize’ session at the
Artisan Village as well as
an exercise activity on the
Pinneys Beach.
In addition, during our
month of activities, we
will also recognize Earth

Day by planting trees at
Pinneys Park which will
shortly become a vital asset in our domestic tourism inventory.

I must, at this junction,
commend the hardworking staff at the Ministry
of Tourism for their creativity and ingenuity in
putting together this calendar of events. We urge
every resident of Nevis
to engage in and lend robust support to our local
tourism enterprises and
activities.
Projections are that it
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Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis and Minister of Tourism launching Exposition Nevis 2021
could take at least two
years for the tourism
industry to return to preCOVID levels. Until
then, it is imperative that
we fully embrace and
promote the development of domestic tourism and take advantage
of the vast potential of
our own local market on
both sides of the channel,
especially right here on
Nevis. Domestic tourism
is indeed the lifeline for
our economic survival in
the face of unprecedented
challenges.

It would be remiss of me

to pass up the opportunity for me to encourage
all and singular to avail
themselves of the opportunity to get vaccinated
against the COVID-19
virus to ensure that we are
in a position to fully open
our borders and return our
tourism industry to a semblance of normalcy in the
shortest possible time.
It gives me great pleasure
as Premier and Minister
responsible for Tourism
in the Nevis Island
Administration to declare
officially open Exposition
Nevis 2021. Thank you
and may Jehovah guide
and bless us all.
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Term Limits: Who is next?

From left: Shawn Richards, Leader of PAM; Dr. Timothy Harris, Leader of PLP and Mark Brantley, Leader of CCM
By Loshaun Dixon

After promising twoterm limits by a Unity
Government if they were
to be successful at the
polls in the 2015 elections,
questions have started to
arise as to whether that
promise will be kept,
come the next general
election, and who, if it is
kept, will take over from
current Prime Minister,
Dr Timothy Harris.
This comes after last
Sunday’s
convention
of the Peoples Action
Movement (PAM), when
the leader of the PAM and
Deputy Prime Minister,
Shawn Richards, indicated that he was looking
towards 2025 and taking
over from Dr Harris.
In November 2019,
the
Team
Unity
Administration
tried
to pass a constitutional
amendment dubbed the
‘Tenure of Office of Prime
Minister Bill’ that states,
“a person who is elected
Prime Minister under the
Constitution shall, subject
to subsection (2) of this
section, hold office for a
term of five years”; and
“A person shall not be

elected to hold office as
Prime Minister for more
than two terms as prescribed by this section”.
The Bill is a constitutional amendment that
needs two-thirds of
elected members to support the parliament to be
passed, and it failed after
the Opposition refused
to back the legislation.
Since then, the Team
Unity Administration has
strengthened their elected
support in the National
Assembly to nine, surpassing the two-thirds
requirement; however, no
indication has been given
if or when that legislation
will return for approval.
Following victory at the
polls on June 5, 2020,
Prime Minister Harris
had given a signal that it
would be his last five-year
term.
“I want for the record to
reiterate what I had said in
the beginning - that I only
intend to serve two terms
in the Office of the Prime
Minister,” said Prime
Minister Harris, after he
was sworn in by Resident
Judge His Lordship
Trevor Ward QC, who

administered the oaths
of allegiance, office and
secrecy.
At Sunday’s PAM convention, Richards said in
his hometown of Sandy
Point that with respect to
the matter of future leadership of St. Kitts and
Nevis, there was “no need
for alarm or even concern
- that course has been
mapped out for 2025, and
it is irreversible.”
Richards said that trust
was important to honour
the commitments he and
the party had made.
“Trust was the anchor
that kept me tied to all of
the commitments I have
made, and when I give
a commitment I stand
by it, no gimmicks, no
tricks. As politicians, we
must be principled and
not be tempted by any
spirits of destruction. So
when commitments are
made, they have to be
maintained.
“Therefore, when I tell
you today that the future is looking bright for
PAM, believe me. When
I tell you that the future
for St. Kitts and Nevis is

also looking bright, believe me.”
He then said that after the
general elections of 2025,
he intends to be the first
Prime Minister to emerge
from the town of Sandy
Point.
“So when I tell you, after
the next general elections
there will emerge the
first prime minister from
Sandy Point, also believe
me.”
Richards
urged
his
Cabinet colleagues from
PAM to give him full
support to be the next
Prime Minister, and also
implored Troy Liburd,
who was present at the
convention as a CCM
representative, and Prime
Minister Harris, who was
present earlier but had
left shortly before, to do
similar.

“As I make my bid for the
next Prime Minister of
this Federation, I ask for
the full support of CCM.
To the Prime Minister, I
say, just as he became the
third Prime Minister of
this country, I intend to be

the fourth Prime Minister.
Just as he became the first
Prime from Tabernacle, I
want to be the first from
Sandy Point.
“Also I say to him, just as
there was a commitment
with the Charlestown
Accord prior to the elections of 2015 signed by
PAM, CCM and PLP to
say each Prime Minister
will serve two terms, so
too Shawn Richards expects to serve two terms
after general elections
are held in this country. I
am preparing now for the
future, and that future is
leadership.”
Richards said that leadership is not always about
being in charge, noting
if that were the case,
he would have had the
numbers to be in charge,
nationally, but noted,
leadership is also about
“vision, trust, understanding, patience, empathy,
compromise, teamwork,
an eye for talent...leadership, must always be what
is best for the people and
not self.”
The Observer reached
out for comments from
PAM’s partners in Team

Unity in the Concerned
Citizens’ Movement and
the People’s Labour Party,
but were unsuccessful up
until press time.

However at last month’s
PLP’s convention, guest
speaker Dr Sharon-Ann
Gopaul-McNicol
said
she was in support of Dr.
Timothy Harris as leader
of Team Unity, and not in
favour of taking turns.
“In understanding coalitions, you have to understand that there is no such
thing as ‘it is my turn.’
Leadership doesn’t work
that way. I must tell you
right now, that this approach is a misconception
that seeks to resonate in
people’s minds that if we
are a three-party coalition,
and one party got it this
round, the next one is supposed to get it next round.
This is not how it works,”
she said
Prime Minister Harris,
however, even at PAM’s
convention, noted that he
remained committed to
the principles by which
Team Unity was founded.
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Calendar of events for Culturama 47
revealed

Mr. Antonio “Abonaty” Liburd,
Executive Director at the
Culturama Secretariat

NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (April 15, 2021) - The Culturama Festival
Secretariat has released
a proposed calendar of
events for the scaled
down, COVID-compliant
Culturama festival 2021.
In an interview with
the
Department
of
Information, Mr. Antonio
“Abonaty”
Liburd,
Executive Director at the
Culturama Secretariat,

8 p.m. we have the Soca
Monarch competition.
“On Saturday, July 31,
at 8 p.m. at the Cultural
Complex we’ll have
the Senior Kaiso Finals,
Sunday August 01, we
have the Miss Culture
Swimwear and the Mr.
Kool competition,” he
said.
On Monday, August 02
the Secretariat will host

be having Emancipation
Celebration. It will be an
all-day affair. We’ll be using the Cultural Complex
and the Cultural Village.
“We’ll have vendors set
up to sell local food we’ll
have cultural performances from all of the different folklore groups, we’ll
have folk music- string
band, big drum- and we’ll
have the electronic bands
and deejays,” he said.

“We’ll have vendors set up to sell local food
we’ll have cultural performances from all of the
different folklore groups, we’ll have folk
music- string band, big drum- and we’ll have
the electronic bands and deejays,” he said.
unveiled the events already approved for the
festival.
“The main events for
Culturama 47 begin
Tuesday, July 27 with the
official opening ceremony
at the Cultural Complex
at 8 p.m. On Wednesday,
July 28 at 8pm at the
Nevis Performing Arts
Centre (NEPAC) we’ll
have a dance production being staged by the
Rhythm of the Arts Dance
Ensemble.
“On Friday, July 30, at
the Cultural Complex at

a virtual “Jam where
you are Emancipation
J’ouvert” with a twist.
Local Mas camps have
been invited to submit a
male and female in parade costumes who will
perform with the electronic bands for a chance
to win King and Queen of
Culturama.
Mr. Liburd also revealed
that an enhanced version
of the annual Food Fair
will be held at adjoining
venues on August 03.
“On Tuesday, August
03 from 10 a.m. we’ll

Other events include a
steelpan competition at
the Cultural Complex at
7 p.m. on July 29; Nevis
Heritage Day on July 31
at the Heritage Village in
Fothergills from 7:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m.; and on August
02, the Nevis Theatre &
Film Association will put
on a dramatic presentation at NEPAC at 8 p.m.
According to the Director,
there will also be a number of pre-Culturama activities leading up to the
main events.
The senior kaiso tents will

launch on June 26 at the
David Freeman Centre of
Excellence (DFCOE) in
Gingerland at 8 p.m., with
a second tent at the same
location on July 03.
Additionally there will
be a Soca tent hosted at

the DFCOE at 8.p.m on
July 10, and Senior Kaiso
Eliminations on July 18 at
6pm.
The Soca semi-finals will
be held July 24 at the

Cultural Complex at 8
p.m.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Culturama 47
has been curtailed to eight
days, from July 27 until
August 03, 2021.
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StitchingTimes@I s l a n d T h y m e
Cricket Politics, Science and Christianity
Dedicated to Mr. Stanford Lewis and all my other beloved Geography Teachers11
Inspired by bible book Jude J. Contributed by Perryette Peets. Quantum Phenomics
Island Thyme is a kitchen
located at Port Zante
Food, Medicine and
Music Court.
As the name suggests,
Island Thyme specialises
in dishes that are prepared
and presented at the high
standard to which you
are accustomed at home.
Home being St. Kitts or
Nevis or any Caribbean
Island for that matter.
Quipped Mrs. Duggings,
Chef and Proprietor.
Yes, she continued, the
quality of presentation of
food is to a high degree
determined by the timeliness of delivery from
garden to stove-top to table-top. So Island Thyme
dishes are tasty and on
time. All those times. It
is all in the name. Get it?
She quizzed caringly.
She is a deep mind. Take
astounding. Let’s fathom
her. Pointing to the clock
on the wall, I teased. I
hope Island Thyme is not
brazenly defraudingJ4 me
like that clock.
Oh Christ NO! She
chuckled. That clock is
not local. It was made all
the way in China.
So it tells Chinese time. I
probed.
Time is how you see it.
Time is personal to the
beholder. She beamed. J5
Island time is not Chinese.
I replied resolutely. Our
time was made in heaven
by the Almighty One and
passed on to us via the Sun
or the Son depending on
the religion to which one
is beholden. So Island
time is Christian time.
Explain that to me. She
entreated. Is Christmas
time you talk’n bout?
You do not celebrate
Christmas. She jabbed.
You are right on the time. I
do not confuse Saturnalia,
the death and re-birth of
the sun, with birth of the

son – the Christ child. I
am talking Christian time.
Not Christmas time. On
the face of it, that clock is
heretic. It denigrates the
Almighty One from Pole
position.P1+P2 From the
top to the side. From 1 to
0.00001. From inside to
outside. Common sense
tells me that Almighty
One and Son respectively
occupy Pole and second
positions. 1 and 2J6.
Initiator and Propitiator.
So, to my face, that clock
grossly disrespects my
God, Jehovah, Almighty
One. That clock is not
telling authentic Island
time.
She
was
intrigued.
Expand your logic. She
encouraged.
We live in a world of delusion. Only by holding
fast to our common sense
conviction, that God is
the most high over all the
earth, Ps83:18 will we
break free from the delusional forces that shackle
and enslave our minds
and bodies.J9
Consider another common, diabolical example
of how we are bound
and burdened with fictitious time and counterfeit
money.
4/1 = 4
400/100 = 4
However;

and

4x1=4
but
400 x 100 = 40,000 Why
not 68 or 500 or 1600 or
2000? 4 They too are
legitimate options.
To answer that question we will consider a
cricket analogy 4 against
a backdrop of relevant
Biblical allegories to canvas the rationalisation that
present day mathematical operations are deficient, demagogic5 and
at discord with Ecology.
Consequently, all concepts and precepts that
are based on, or derived
of mathematics including
science and technology,

Law and politics, money
and finance are deficient
and are discordant with
the 6Democratic ideals of
Christian Theology. Our
deliberation will conclusively demonstrate that
harmonised
Christian
rhetoric, numeracy and
dynamics is the core
Democratic,
Legal,
Institutional and Policy
framework for resolving
the ubiquitous, insidious,
DemagogicJ10 numerical conundrum highlighted above.
2How is that?! Is the
fielders’
spontaneous,
resounding appeal. You
are caught! You are out!
They plead. But the selfindulgent batters couldn’t
care less. They are not
playing cricket. They are
not cricketers. They are
a gang of genocidal mercenaries. Soldiers of lawlessness and vice. Excess
is their bible. Cannibalism
is their religion. Pillage
is their mission. Loot is
their god and adulation.
Their clerics are frocked
in fraud. Versed in rigging scales and hijacking
wages. They martyred
John the Baptist and
Jesus Christ for exposing their heinous crimes.
They will set fire to your
property. Martyr you and
massacre your family and
neighbours.

everyone else, God offered me everlasting life
legitimised by the death
and resurrection of the
son- the Christ. So I have
all the time in the world
to share with my customers. Mr. Peets, pay
Island Thyme $40. My
time is free. Chimed Mrs.
Duggins.
That’s it! That’s the spirit
that Christ modelled
and imbue in Christians.
It is fundamental logic
that flows like this. If
you are challenged J810 how to compute and
evaluate time, better to
defer to higher authority.
D10:13,21 And the highest authority is God. His
position is that you cannot
err on the side of mercy,.
God takes no delight in
sacrifice. He desires mercy. So, you are right on
the currency. It is a better
bargain all around for the
seller to set conscionable
prices and the shopper to
spend what is affordable,
now; than to pay propitiation later. Seller and
Buyer beware.

I get it Mrs. Duggins. I
meekly conciliated. You
are spiritually well reasoned, seasoned, certified and assured. Island
Thyme is genuine, authentic business established on 21st Century St.
Kitts and Nevis, where
Recall Moses law - the life, health and selfmoral heights respecting sufficiency are comprewages, debt-repayment hensively assured. You
and interest charges. Yes? have acted shrewdly, by
So, can we stitch Moses’ doggedly embracing the
Sabbath-year pardon and free offer of a priceless,
Christ’s death – of - High legally certified, triple inPriest acquittal into one demnity assurance policy.
universal
everlasting
absolution? One three Mollified, she signed off
layered,
comprehen- in sweet medicinal calypsive, universal reprieve. so. Lord Perry, you proNow! We ought not to found and you preachy.
wait for St. Kitts-Nevis
Jubilee celebration of Lady Alex, I am deeply
National Bacchanal 2021. indebted to your gracious3Because I can afford the ness. And earnestly pray
$40 for the ball o corn you a sanctified, machineand steamed pot-fish. proofed, universal clock.
But I cannot ever afford Showing Almighty One
$40,000 for foreign time. stitched fast and secure,
right on top.
That’s ok with me. Like

Wow! When stitching
times at Island Thyme
one fathoms a little further
than nine. Like from first
to Tenth, from eleventh
to Teenth (or Twentieth).
And like from primordial
vulnerability to demagoguery, to Twenty First
Century cognitive maturity. It literally depends
on how you see times. In
other words your level of
comprehension skill depends on your paradigm
of civility. Like from
ape-man to Elon Musk3,
from Eden to Heaven,
from Paradise Lost to
Paradise Regained, from
Slavery to Reparation, to
Promised land. Etc.
FOOTNOTES
1 My beloved Geography
Teachers include the
following.
Mr. Tony Burton, British
Volunteer
Servant
Overseas 1974 -76
Mr. Dennis (Freddie)
Knight 1973-74
Mr. Hagel, Canadian
Volunteer
Servant
Overseas 1972-73
Ms, Prudence
1972-73

France

Mr. Stanford
1971-72

Lewis

Mr. Desmond
1970-71

Jones

Mr. Carl Walwyn Snr.
1968 -70

of God March 12 2021
Newspaper (thest.kittsnevisobserver.com)
Gospel According to
Glasford November 5
2020 newspaper (thest.
kittsnevisobserver.com)
5Demagoguery is defined by google as political activity or practices
that seek support by appealing to the desires and
prejudices of ordinary
people rather than by using rational argument.
The demagoguery of political opportunists.
6Democracy is defined
by Google as the practice or principle of social
equality. Independence,
self-sufficiency.
J Jude 1:1-25 | The New
World Translation (Study
Edition) | NWT Study
Bible (jw.org)
P1Geographic
North
Pole,
according
to
Google, is the point in
the Northern Hemisphere
where the Earth’s axis of
rotation meets its surface.
P2Pole position in motor racing, according to
Google, is the position at
the inside of the front row,
in front of all the other
cars at the start of a racing
event.
R7:4Revelation 7 NWT
- New World Translation
of The Holy Scriptures
(bibliatodo.com)

J4
Kittitians Defend
Your Dignity January 22
2021 Newspaper (thest.
kittsnevisobserver.com)

R14:1Revelation
14
NWT - New World
Translation of The Holy
Scriptures
(bibliatodo.
com)

5) The Original SIN April
1 2021 Newspaper (thest.
kittsnevisobserver.com)

MWebsite
JW.ORG

Search

|

4(1)
Never Again Be
Defrauded Of Time
Observer
Newspaper
April 9 2021 Newspaper
(thest.kittsnevisobserver.
com)

ACWebsite
JW.ORG

Search

|

Mathematics

Language

D Daniel 12: End-Time
Events (lifehopeandtruth.
com)
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Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. Photographer: W. Stewart, Copyright: Commonwealth
of Australia (GBRMPA).
As Australians celebrated our national day – Australia Day – on 26 January this year,
we reflected on the year past. 2020 tested the strength of our fellow communities, and
the resilience of our countries.
It was a year dominated by the COVID-19 pandemic, but for Australians it started
with the most devastating bushfires in our history.
Nations near and far offered Australia assistance, and people around the world raised
funds to help us recover and rebuild. We were heartened by the messages of condolence and support we received from our Caribbean friends.
As with COVID-19, Australia’s bushfires demonstrated the importance of marshalling collective will, innovation, resources and leadership to overcome our most pressing challenges.
The Climate Adaptation Summit hosted by the Netherlands on 25 and 26 January this
year was a timely opportunity for the international community, including Australia
and countries of the Caribbean, to work together towards a more climate-resilient
future.
At the summit, Australia reaffirmed our commitment to ambitious and practical action to combat the impacts of climate change at home, in our region, and around the
world.
As the driest inhabited continent in the world, Australia has committed over AUD15
billion to make our natural resources, environment and water infrastructure more
resilient to drought and climate disasters.
We are spending more than AUD2 billion on bushfire recovery efforts, supporting
local communities to design their own economic, social and environmental recovery.
This includes the important job of regenerating habitats, helping native animals recover and building knowledge for better land management.
Australia also recognises that climate change is the biggest long-term threat to the
health of coral reefs worldwide, including those in the Great Barrier Reef, one of
Australia’s national icons.
We’ve committed AUD2.7 billion to the effective management and protection of the
Great Barrier Reef to support the implementation of the Reef 2050 Plan.
We’ve also launched the AUD150 million Reef Restoration and Adaptation Program
that brings together world leading marine science to research strategies that can help
reefs recover from bleaching events and to adapt to changing ocean temperatures.
While our adaptation and resilience work starts at home, Australia is also committed
to supporting neighbouring and global communities to tackle climate change.
Australia has pledged at least AUD1.5 billion over the period 2020 to 2025 for global climate finance. AUD500 million of this funding will directly help our Pacific
neighbours deploy renewable energy, and improve their climate change and disaster
resilience.
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We are joining the Call for Action on Raising Ambition for Climate Adaptation and
Resilience, to encourage greater ambition, finance and coordination to protect against
growing climate risks.
And Australia has joined the Coalition for Climate Resilience Investment, which
aims to shift private investment towards climate resilient infrastructure and support
vulnerable communities to attract private sector investment.
Of course, adaptation action must go hand in hand with reducing emissions. We
remain resolutely committed to the Paris Agreement and are on track to meet and
beat our 2030 target, having reduced emissions by almost 17 per cent since 2005.
Our emissions have fallen faster than many other advanced economies or the OECD
average.
Australians are also building and investing in renewables at world-leading rates.
Almost one in four Australian homes now have solar—the highest uptake in the
world—and we expect renewables will contribute at least 50 per cent of our electricity by 2030.
Australia is aiming to reach net zero emissions as soon as possible. The need to get to
net zero is not in dispute—the global community needs to focus on ‘how’.
Australia is aiming to leverage AUD70 billion of new investment in low emissions
technologies by 2030.
We’re focused on accelerating technologies like hydrogen, carbon capture use and
storage, soil carbon, energy storage to backup renewables and decarbonise transport,
and low or zero emissions steel and aluminium. Our goal is to get the cost of deploying these new technologies to parity with existing, higher-emitting alternatives.
As the world recovers from the economic impact of COVID-19, we need investments
that can both accelerate emissions reductions and support jobs and communities.
And emission reductions need to occur across all economies – it won’t be enough
to encourage reductions in emissions amongst developed and advanced economies
alone.
That’s why we need to reduce emissions in a sustainable and commercially viable
way that generates jobs in all economies.
Whether in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, or tackling the ongoing challenge posed by climate change, we need to embrace innovation and strengthen global
partnerships.
Our scientists tell us that, even with the most ambitious global emissions reductions,
we will still need to adapt to changes in our climate over coming decades. Practical
actions that help us adapt to those changes and strengthen the resilience of our local
environments are critical.

Australia looks forward to working hand-in-hand with the Caribbean. Together, we
will make a difference.
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World Bank Ups $20M for
St. Vincent’s Volcano Eruption Aid,
Grenada Offers $1M

The explosive eruptions
began on April 9 and has
required the evacuation
of 20,000 people from the
high-risk zones around
the volcano, both to other
parts of Saint Vincent and
surrounding countries.
Explosions are continuing, and the falling ash is
causing air quality concerns and interruptions
in electricity and water
supply.

“Our hearts are with the
people of Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines during this crisis,” said
Tahseen Sayed, World
Bank Country Director
for the Caribbean.

“We are committed to
supporting the response
efforts at this critical time
when the country faces
this new disaster while already managing the social
and economic effects of
the pandemic.”

The funds are disbursed
from a contingent credit
line from the World Bank,
known as the Catastrophe
Deferred
Drawdown

Option (Cat-DDO), approved in June 2020.

The Cat-DDO instrument
is designed to provide immediate liquidity to support a country’s efforts
to recover from disasters
triggered by natural hazards or a public health
emergency. In recent
years, the Government
of Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines has been making efforts to strengthen its
preparedness and capacity to respond to disasters.

==================
===============

Grenada
Offers
St.
Vincent $1m in Assistance
The Government of
Grenada will provide $1
million in support for the
Government and people
of St Vincent and the
Grenadines, to help deal
with the impact of the explosive eruptions at the La
Soufriere volcano.

Prime Minister Dr Keith
Mitchell confirmed that

his Cabinet colleagues
unanimously supported
the proposal to help the
neighbouring country, despite the fiscal challenges
Grenada now faces.

Grenada initially pledged
to accept hundreds of
Vincentian evacuees if
they opted for relocation
and immediately began
making
arrangements
to do so, in collaboration with St George’s
University.

However, at an emergency meeting of the
Organisation of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS)
Authority, this week,
Vincentian Prime Minister
Dr Ralph Gonsalves advised his colleagues of a
general reluctance among
Vincentians to relocate
to other countries and in
some cases, to even evacuate the high-risk areas.

It is against this backdrop that countries have
now started looking at
alternative means of providing support for the
Government and people
of St Vincent.

Mitchell said: “This is
a time of serious crisis
and our hearts go out to
our brothers and sisters
in St Vincent and the
Grenadines. We have not
lost sight of the fact that
we are in the middle of a
global pandemic that has
affected all economies
but when a crisis of this
nature occurs and your
brothers and sisters are in
trouble, we simply have
to extend a helping hand.
It is the right thing to do.
In situations like this, I
recall September 2004
when Hurricane Ivan devastated our country and
these very neighbours,
were among the first to
help us. Being our brother’s keeper is just part of
our tradition as Caribbean
people.”
The La Soufriere volcano
has experienced several
explosive eruptions since
last Friday, and with ongoing uncertainty over how
long the situation could
continue,
Vincentians
must be prepared for the
long haul.
Mitchell said this is even
more reason to help because the situation is still
unfolding and its true extent may not be known for
some time. Also, the fact

that community spread
of COVID-19 has been
confirmed in St Vincent,
further compounds the
situation.

The Prime Minister said
Government’s cash donation will be in addition
to all other emergency
humanitarian relief that
is being coordinated by
the National Disaster
Management
Agency
(NaDMA).

The first shipment of
supplies left Grenada on
Sunday afternoon, arriving in the neighbouring
country just hours later.

The shipment contained
primarily water as this has
become an urgent need
given the contamination
of St Vincent’s water supply, but it also included
non-perishable
food,
hygiene products, baby
products and adult care
items.

The relief effort continues, and a few other shipments have left Grenada

for St Vincent, with excellent support coming from
individuals, businesses
and organisations.

NaDMA, as the coordinating agency, continues
to solicit donations of
items on the needs list
provided by the National
Emergency Management
Organisation
in
St
Vincent.

These items include
drinking water, water
tanks, collapsible water
bladders, buckets, portable toilets, sleeping
mats, field tents, respirator masks with filters,
hygiene kits, disinfectants
and sanitisers.

Meanwhile, preparations
continue to be made to
host evacuees in the event
that persons decide to
take advantage of the opportunity. Evacuees are
however reminded that
all arrangements are to be
made at the Government
level and the existing
COVID-19 protocols will
be strictly enforced.
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