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PM: “Agricultural  
investments 

paying dividends”
By Loshaun Dixon 

The government’s invest-
ment in agriculture at the 
start of the COVID-19 
pandemic is starting to 
bear fruit with increases 
reported in crops, live-
stock production, the 
fisheries sector, and in the 
number of buyers.

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris said that 
the agricultural sector is 
one of the more impor-
tant considerations for 
the country at this time, 
noting that agriculture has 
seen a budding revival 
over the last several years. 

“The onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
reminded us of the very 
important need to be able 
to feed ourselves. We well 
remember the anxiety felt 
by some this time last 
year when the world was 
in lockdown, and many 
were concerned if the 
boats and cargo vessels 
will bring food again.”

Dr. Harris said the ex-
perience of COVID-19 
solidified the realization 
that it was necessary for 
St. Kitts and Nevis to 
produce more of what it 
consumes. 

“We became cognizant 
of the fears of our people 
and we responded. To 
protect us against the 
supply chain being nega-
tively affected, we need to 
systematically diversify 
source markets for food 
including poultry, meat 
and fish, while aggres-
sively working to near 
self-sufficiency in these 
staples.”

He said that as part of 
the stimulus package, 
the government allocated 
$10M to boost agricul-
ture and agricultural 
production. He added 

that building on the com-
mitment made to expand 
the agricultural base in 
the 2021 budget, they al-
located $5M to continue 
the stimulus programme 
for the agricultural sector.

“We are seeing increased 
production and interest in 
crops, livestock, poultry 
and fisheries. The conces-
sions my administration 
delivered to this sector are 
bearing fruit. Fisheries 
output, for example, re-
corded a 3.6% increase 
in 2021, after an 80% 
reduction in April 2020, a 
direct consequence of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
the associated curfews 
and lockdowns which in 
fact brought fisheries to a 
standstill.”

Dr Harris, who is also the 
Minister of Finance, stat-
ed that his administration 
has given much and will 
further support the sector.

“Indeed the 2021 alloca-
tion of over $10M, plus a 
further $5M for the stim-
ulus programmes, repre-
sent the largest budgetary 
allocation to the sector in 
a very long time. I under-
stand the vital importance 
of the sector to the coun-
try and economy. I under-
stand also the challenges, 
and I appreciate the vast 
potential of the agricul-
tural sector to contribute 
to our sustainable growth 
and development.”

He said for the potential 
to be achieved, there must 
be a focused goal and a 
cohesive strategy. 

“We can produce more 
and better quality prod-
ucts for us to consume do-
mestically, and for export. 
Better quality foods lead 
to improvement in our 
health condition, which in 
turn means lower health 
cost. Our health is critical 

to our nation’s wealth.”

The prime minister said a 
strong agricultural sector 
can create jobs, wealth 
and foreign exchange. 

“Over time, many of our 
citizens left our shores to 
work on farms in Canada 
in cannabis farming. I 
am happy for their expo-
sure, and do hope upon 
their return they can help 
us build out a medicinal 
cannabis industry that 
earns foreign exchange; 
that contributes to global 
public health, creates new 
jobs, high incomes for our 
people, and stronger and 
safer St. Kitts and Nevis.”

PM Harris said it was im-
portant to set goals and a 
vision of where the sector 
will be in the next five to 
thirty years. 

“Let us approach these 
goals with the same one-
ness and purpose, and 
shared responsibility that 
brought us so much suc-
cess in the fight against 
COVID-19.”

Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Ron Dublin-
Collins, stated that 
COVID-19 stimulated 
a degree of urgency and 
fueled their focus on 
the need to enhance and 
transform the food and 
agricultural system.

“We are faced with the 
pressing need to promote 
and improve the growth 
of the agricultural sec-
tor to contribute to a 
greater portion of the 
economic activity of our 
Federation.”

He said over the last nine 
months, they have part-
nered with stakeholders 
to ensure they stimulate 
greater economic growth 
in the agricultural sector, 
through the development 
of well-coordinated plan-
ning, and an implemen-
tation framework that is 
interactive and effective, 
and involves full partici-
pation of all stakeholders. 

“We have embarked on a 
policy response that will 
comprise of increasing 
local production, while 
concurrently reducing the 
importation of crop and 
livestock products. The 
record reflects we have a 

dependency on importa-
tion, and the government 
has embarked on a trans-
formation plan to reduce 
the amount of fruits and 
vegetables that are being 
imported.”

Collins said the 
COVID-19 stimulus pro-
gramme was a “tremen-
dous help” in 2020, and 
was successful for the 
agricultural and fisheries 
sectors.

“This generous stimulus 
package of some $10M 
has helped farmers and 
fishers get back on their 
feet, and to reboot this 
economy and sectors. We 

also saw the increase of 
persons joining both the 
agriculture - in crop and 
livestock - and the fisher-
ies sector. The stimulus 
money was also put to 
work in order to enhance 
the nation’s ability to 
weather the ongoing im-
pact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

He said the programme 
gave much-needed sup-
port in land preparation 
among other critical 
inputs. “And we saw 
the results in terms of 
production.”

Continued on page 20

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris on  
‘Leadership Matters’ last Tuesday
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By Loshaun Dixon 

After an unsuccessful 
attempt to bring the en-
tire Caribbean Premier 
League (CPL) to St. 
Kitts and Nevis last year, 
the government is aim-
ing to do so for the 2021 
tournament.

The last tournament 
was played entirely in 
Trinidad and Tobago, at 
the Brian Lara Cricket 
Academy and the Queens 
Park Oval. Previously, the 
CPL had a three-year con-
tract with the government 
of Trinidad and Tobago to 
play the finals of the tour-
nament in that country 
that expired in 2020.

Last week, CNC3 news in 
Trinidad and Tobago had 
revealed that their sources 
have indicated that there 
was a high possibility that 
the entire 2021 competi-
tion would be played in 
St. Kitts and Nevis, with 
the announcement con-
firming expected shortly.
The Observer spoke with 
Minister of Sport Jonel 
Powell who indicated that 
the government was in-
terested in the federation 
hosting the competition, 

but could not go into 
detail.

“We had made an unsuc-
cessful bid last year, and 
we are looking at the op-
tions that are there now, 
to see if there is any pos-
sibility, but outside of that 
I can’t say anything else 
really.”

He said if the bid was 
successful, there will be 
significant benefits for 
the people of St Kitts and 
Nevis 

“I think it will be tremen-
dous economic benefits. 
The benefits are evident 
when we have the usual 
five home matches, in 
terms of hotels, restau-
rants and vendors to the 
actual event, drivers, 
cleaners, groundsmen 
and all of that. To be able 
to host the entire tourna-
ment in one territory, like 
they did last year and are 
proposing again because 
of COVID, the economic 
impact really skyrockets.”

Powell said the impact 
would be more signifi-
cant, based on COVID-19

“I think it is even more 
impactful, based on our 

situation as it relates to 
the pandemic, with many 
people who are unem-
ployed or earning sig-
nificantly less than they 
would normally earn.”

No details as to how the 
competition will run or 
when it will take place 
were disclosed.

Powell this week also 
confirmed that St. Kitts 
and Nevis is interested 
in hosting games for the 
2022 ICC U19 World 
Cup.

Sixteen teams are an-
ticipated to travel to the 
Caribbean for that tour-
nament.  It will be the 
fourteenth edition of the 
Under-19 Cricket World 
Cup, and the first to be 
held in the West Indies. 
In March 2021, Cricket 
West Indies confirmed 
that the format would be 
the same as previous edi-
tions, with teams compet-
ing to progress to the Plate 
and Super League phases 
of the tournament.

It is also expected for St. 
Kitts and Nevis to host 
three ODIs between West 
Indies and Australia in 
July of this year.

SKN in play to host entire CPL 2021

CPL Cricket at Warner Park
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Term Limits?

EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL

The Observer wishes to weigh in on the issue of term limits as they apply 

to the Prime Ministership – or any other minister for that matter.

To start with, no one votes for a Prime Minister.  Each candidate contests 

the election on equal terms with any other candidate. There is no pass for 

being incumbent.  A first step therefore is to win the constituency.

Secondly, the Prime Minister is the first among equals. That is, it 
helps his cause that he is the one person who the majority of elected 

persons supports to be the Leader.   However, it is the prerogative 

of the Governor General to appoint as Prime Minister “that person 

who appears to him likely to command the support of the majority 

of the Representatives”.  The parenthesis are a direct quote from the 

Constitution.  All other ministers are appointed by the Governor General 

on the advice of the Prime Minister.

 Thus, while the individual ministers can be fired as ministers, and 
several have been, only the Governor General can fire the Prime 
Minister, bnut they all remain as representatives Only the people can fire 
a Representative via voting in an election; and really, that representative 

isn’t fired, he is merely rejected at the polls. In 1995, the then Prime 
Minister was rejected at the polls, the only PM to have suffered that 

fate. Leading up to the 2015 elections, two ministers were fired but they 
remained as representatives.

During the discussions on Electoral Reform, people put forward several 

scenarios concerning term limits. One was to restrict a PM to a maximum 

of 15 years at any one time, but with a right to ‘re-contest’ after sitting 

out a term. Some didn’t mind the same party being in office, but wanted 
new leadership after a while.  Most persons said to leave terms of service  

exclusively to the people.

By far the major impediment to term limits is that it is not law. It failed 

to pass in the Assembly, presumably because it needed a 67% majority 

vote.  It appears to have been put as a motion to amend the Constitution. 

But constitutional amendments require public consultation and must 

culminate in a 67% vote amongst all voters.  In any case, the count of 

terms cannot start until the law has been passed: thus PM Harris hasn’t 

started counting yet.

Term limits are a double edged swords. They can remove great leaders 

and usher in demagogues. They can contribute to good governance by 

inhibiting arrogance but they can harden the heart of an incumbent who 

has nothing to look forward to.  They can cause a warfare amongst would 

be successors or they can allow leadership potential to emerge. 

Let us make sure that what we ask for is what we really need.  It if is not 

broken, don’t fix it!
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SKN quest to ban single use  
plastic continues

Hon Eric Evelyn Minister speaking at consultation to  
ban plastic in the Federation 

“When the plastics get into the 
ocean our marine life, the fish, the 

turtle and so on they feed on  
microplastics. When they feed on 
the microplastics those become a 

part now of the food chain.” 

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 

SAINT CHRISTOPHER CIRCUIT 

A.D. 2021 

 (PROBATE) 

 

 

SKBHPB2019/0031 

 

IN THE ESTATE OF VALDEMAR LEROY WARNER a.k.a VALDEMAR WARNER late of 

Sandy Point, St. Kitts, in the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis, who died on the 1st day of May 

2017, in Saint Kitts, in the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis. 

 

AMENDED ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT 

 

TAKE NOTICE that an Application has been filed by MAVIS WARNER of Sandy Point, St. Kitts, 

in the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis and WENDY SAMUEL of 4817 N Leavitt St, #1, 

Chicago, IL 60625, in the United States of America for a Grant of: 

Letters of Administration to the Applicants who are the Wife and Daughter of the deceased, the 

deceased having died intestate on the 1st day of May 2017.  

Any person having an objection to the Grant of Letters of Administration to the application shall file 

an objection within 14 days of the publication of this Notice. 

 

Dated this 12th day of April 2021 

 

 

Filed by Mitcham & Benjamin, Attorneys-at-Law for the Applicant. The Applicant’s address for service in relation to this 

Application is: MITCHAM & BENJAMIN, New Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts. Telephone Number 465-2878, Fax Number 465-

6077. 

   

 

 

SECOND PUBLICATION 

 

By Monique Washington 

The Federal Government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis is 
taking steps to ban single-
use plastics by having 
consultations with a num-
ber of stakeholders.

In December, the Federal 
Minister of Environment, 
Eric Evelyn, said that 
government, in the near 
future will ban the im-
portation, sale and dis-
tribution of plastic. They 
will also be banning the 
manufacture of plastic in 
St. Kitts and Nevis. 

A survey conducted in 
2019 revealed that more 
than 90% of people were 
in favour of banning sin-
gle-use plastics, and more 
than 60% of the respon-
dents were in favour of 
using alternatives in place 
of plastics.

Caribbean islands such as 
the Bahamas, Barbados, 
Belize, the Dominican 
Republic, Grenada, 
Jamaica, and Trinidad 
and Tobago, started and/
or have implemented the 
ban on single-use plastics.

In an effort to move 
forward with the ban, 
the  Department of 
Environment conducted 
its first in a series of con-
sultations with respective 
stakeholders. 

Minister Evelyn high-
lighted the impact that 

ill-disposed plastics 
have on the marine 
environment.

“When the plastics get 
into the ocean our marine 
life - the fish, the turtle 
and so on, they feed on 
microplastics. When they 
feed on the microplas-
tics, those become a part 
now of the food chain. 
Because marine life feeds 
on the microplastics and 
we, in turn, will consume 
the marine life. And it has 
been said, and I believe it 
has been proven as well, 
that there are some plas-

tics that have carcinogen-
ic properties, so they are 
cancerous.” 

Evelyn said that digesting 
fish that consumed mi-
croplastics then “creates 
a bigger problem for us.”

“We know that there has 
been a lot of cancers and 
so on around, and it’s 
very possible that it could 
be coming from the plas-
tics that our marine life 
has fed on. That is some-
thing that we have to take 
into consideration.” 

Evelyn emphasised that it 
is important that steps are 
made to ensure that these 
plastics are not going into 
the oceans. He noted that 
he was elated to partner 
with the various stake-
holders in this initiative. 

“We’re happy that we 

have our partners here 
that will collaborate 
with us, and we will be 
making the push from 
the ministry. But we are 
looking for your sup-
port, our collaborators 
and our partners in this 
venture, because we want 
all hands on deck. When 
it comes to the banning 
of single-use plastics, of 
course, it will be a phased 
approach, because it can-
not be done overnight. It 
will take some time, but 
I believe it can be done 
sooner rather than later.” 

He said that the banning 
of plastics in many cases 
would have taken a num-
ber of years, however 
the government will be 
implementing the ban in 
the next 18 months.

“When I spoke at that 
meeting, my colleague 
ministers were telling me 
where you can get this 
done in a year or year and 
a half. So we’re going 
to be pushing from the 
Department and we need 
your support. And so I’m 
asking now; encourag-
ing our stakeholders to 
be on board with us, and 
I think we can all do it. 
We would expect what-
ever assistance you can 
give us as we push to ban 
single-use plastics, for the 
good of all of us.”
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He implored people with ideas to come 
forward and help to grow the sport. 

By Loshaun Dixon 

President of the St. Kitts 
Cricket Association 
(SKCA) Dennis Phillip 
has signalled his inten-
tions to make this term his 
last, after being elected 
for a fourth straight time 
to the helm of the organi-
zation last week. 
Phillip, who was first 
elected in 2015, was 
last week elected unop-
posed.  Carlene Delaney 
was elected to Vice 

President, also unop-
posed, having previously 
served as Secretary, while 
Glenda Evelyn is the new 
Secretary. Steve Saunders 
is the new Assistant 
Secretary/Treasurer.

The only vote held on 
the evening was between 
Alif Kahn and Yvette 
Browne for the position 
of Treasurer. Browne pre-
vailed on a vote of 17 to 
14.

Following the Annual 

General Meeting, 
Phillip - who is also Vice 
President of the Leeward 
Islands Cricket Board, 
a post he was elected to 
last August - said it was 
never his intention to 
run again, but he saw it 
necessary after his long-
serving Vice President, 
Charles Morton, had to 
step down due to a recent 
job appointment.

Phillip said the natural 
succession plan could not 
take place as a result.

“Under normal circum-
stances, the vice president 
would have elevated, but 
he has moved on to an 
even bigger position.

He implored people with 
ideas to come forward 
and help to grow the 
sport. 

“I certainly would like to 
use this opportunity to en-
courage persons to come 
forward with good ideas 
and to be involved, and 
not just come to a meeting 

just because you are in-
volved in a meeting.”

Phillip praised Morton for 
his service as vice presi-
dent of the organisation

“We will move forward 
with the new manage-
ment team to work and 
put out the effort that 
Charles would put out 
when he was my vice 
president.”

He also thanked the 
membership for their 

confidence, and promised 
he would address all of 
their concerns as quickly 
as possible.

The cricket association 
also received a personal 
donation of $2000 from 
Cricket West Indies 
President Ricky Skerritt 
who is a member. The 
contribution is to be used 
to help to pay and encour-
age umpires to take part 
in the sport. 

SKCA President Dennis Phillip (R) receiving a cheque from CWI 
President Ricky Skerritt 

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 

SAINT CHRISTOPHER CIRCUIT 

A.D. 2021 

(PROBATE) 

 

 

SKBHPB2021/0027 

IN THE ESTATE OF MARION AGNES GRANT a.k.a MARION GRANT, late of Cayon, in the 

Parish of Saint Mary, in the Island of Saint Christopher in the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis 

who died on the 11th day of September 2013, in the Island of Saint Christopher, in the Federation of 

Saint Christopher and Nevis, deceased. 

 

ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT 

TAKE NOTICE that an Application has been filed by CHESTNEY LAWNLEY MANSFIELD 

GRANT of Cayon, in the Parish of St. Mary, in the Island of Saint Christopher, in the Federation of 

Saint Christopher and Nevis but presently residing at 1283 Highgate Road Ottawa, Ontario Canada 

K2C 2Y5 for a Grant of:- 

Letters of Administration to the Applicant who is the son of the Deceased, the Deceased having died 

intestate on the 11th day of September 2013.  

Any person having an objection to the Grant of Letters of Administration to the application shall file an 

objection within 14 days of the publication of this Notice. 

Dated this 14th day of April 2021 

 

Filed by Mitcham & Benjamin, Attorneys-at-Laws, of Chambers, Kennylin House, P O. Box New Street, 

Basseterre, St. Kitts. Tel: 1(869)465-2878: Fax:1(869)465-6077; Email: mitchambenjamin@yahoo.com; 

Website: www.mitchamandbenjamin.com 

 

 

         SECOND PUBLICATION 

 

SKCA  president  says  this  
is  his  last  term

The new SKCA Executive 
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Stepping Stone Nursery  
celebrates 31 years 

Launches COVID-19 vaccine promo today

“When we started we had seven children … 
They are now in their 30’s.  

So those children have now brought their  
children back to our nursery,”  

By Monique Washington 

Stepping Stone Nursery 
School is entering its 31st 
year of service in Nevis, 
and today, it is sending 
out a special plea to citi-
zens, through a video, to 
get vaccinated against 
COVID-19.

The institution will of-
ficially be celebrating its 
31st year on May 1. The 
nursery has two locations 
- phase 1 for babies at 
Stoney Grove and phase 
two for toddlers at Pump 
Road.

Director of the Nursery, 

Leonie Dasent, told The 
Observer that thousands 
of children would have 
passed through the day-
care. She said that over 
the years she would have 
seen children she once 
tended to, grow up and 
become doctors, sports-
men/women, teachers 
and government workers.

“When we started we had 
seven children …They 
are now in their 30’s. So 
those children have now 
brought their children 
back to our nursery,” she 

said. 

Dasent noted that for this 
year’s celebration they 
only have a few events 
planned. 

“We are normally on a 
hype this time of year, 
because May 1 is our an-
niversary celebration, and 
this year we will be cel-
ebrating 31 years . For the 
30th anniversary last year, 
we had some activities 
planned, but COVID-19 
caused it not to happen. 
This year we will have a 
snack box sale on May 7 
and on Friday (April 23) 
we have the launch of 

the COVID-19 vaccine 
promo,” she said.

The video depicts the old-
er children at the nursery 
at Pump Road, singing a 
song to the tune of “Rain, 
Rain, Go Away,”. The 
concept of the video is to 
urge persons to get vac-
cinated so that the island 
can get back to a place of 
normalcy.

Dasent said that weeks 
prior, the kids would be-
gin to sing ‘rain rain go 
away’ during the constant 

rain . “So I thought it 
would be nice to do a vid-
eo with COVID COVID 
go away.”

Dasent said that the im-
pact of COVID has affect-
ed the toddlers as well, as 
now they are being asked 
to stay 6 feet away from 
their friends when they 
come to the nursery. 

“What is most difficult 
for them is the social dis-
tancing. We don’t enforce 
it, we encourage it. They 
play in their spot. I am 
hoping that this video will 
encourage persons to get 
vaccinated,” she said. 

She noted that 40 percent 
of her staff has already 
received the vaccine, 
and that on this anniver-
sary, trying to promote 
their business through 
COVID-19 has been 
rough.

“We are trying to bring 
about the awareness of 
the business. We are go-
ing through a struggle 
right now.  At our phase 
1, before we were able to 
have 35 children, but now 
we can only have 14; and 
at Pump Road, we were 

able to have 45, but now 
we are only able to have 
28,” she said.

Dasent said that during 
COVID-19 they have 

experienced a strain with 
certain bills, but persons 
in the community have 
reached out and donated.

“God has been good, I 

don’t want to rule out that. 
God has been faithful in 
every aspect of this busi-
ness,” she declared.  

Children  particpating in COVID 19 vaccine promo at Stepping Stone Nursery
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Luis-Suarez-Liverpool

Juventus chairman 
Andrea Agnelli says the 
European Super League 
project cannot proceed 
following the withdrawal 
of the six Premier League 
clubs.

Agnelli was one of the 
chief architects of the 
breakaway plans, which 
involved 12 clubs from 
England, Spain and Italy.

However, with teams 
withdrawing, he accepts it 
cannot now go ahead.

“To be frank and honest 
no, evidently that is not 
the case,” said Agnelli, 
when asked whether the 

Super League could still 
happen.

“I remain convinced of 
the beauty of that project, 
of the value that it would 
have developed to the 
pyramid, of the creation 
of the best competition in 
the world, but evidently 
no. I don’t think that proj-
ect is now still up and 
running.”

Agnelli was described as a 
“snake and a liar” by Uefa 
president Aleksander 
Ceferin on Monday af-
ter the announcement of 
the breakaway plans on 
Sunday evening.

Agnelli resigned his 
position as chairman 
of the European Clubs’ 
Association on Sunday 
and refused to take calls 
from Ceferin.

How football’s volatile 48 
hours unfolded

The six Premier League 
clubs involved all with-
drew within hours of each 
other on Tuesday follow-
ing a furious backlash to 
the plans.

Manchester City were the 
first club to pull out after 
Chelsea had signalled 
their intent to do so by 
preparing documentation 

to withdraw.

The other four sides 
– Arsenal, Liverpool, 
Manchester United and 
Tottenham – then fol-
lowed suit late on Tuesday 
evening.

Italian side Inter Milan 
are also set to withdraw as 
they no longer wish to be 
involved with the project.

BBC Sport understands 
bosses at the Serie A club 
are preparing for their exit 
following Tuesday night’s 
dramatic developments.

Super League unravels; 
Woodward to resign 

– how dramatic evening 
unfolded

The 12-team Super 
League, set up by the six 
English teams and Inter, 
plus Spain’s Atletico 
Madrid, Barcelona and 
Real Madrid and Italy’s 
AC Milan and Juventus 
was announced on 
Sunday to widespread 
condemnation.

“Despite the announced 
departure of the English 
clubs, forced to take 
such decisions due to the 
pressure put on them, 
we are convinced our 
proposal is fully aligned 
with European law and 

regulations,” the ESL said 
earlier on Wednesday, 
adding it was “convinced 
that the current status 
quo of European football 
needs to change”.

“Real Madrid president 
Florentino Perez is insist-
ing on the idea of keeping 
the group together to push 
for change,” says Spanish 
football expert Guillem 
Balague.

“Barcelona say they 
agreed to the ESL, but 
only if the season ticket 
holders’ assembly ap-
prove it, which could be 
their way out.”

UK Fan, Govt. Pressure  
Death Knell  

to Soccer Super League
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SWIMMING CLASSES 

FOR ALL ABILITIES

ADULTS & CHILDREN 6 YR+

NASC - OUALIE BEACH

$120
6 WEEK

SESSION

Two weeks after he tested 
positive for the coro-
navirus (COVID-19), 
Trinidad and Tobago, 
Prime Minister Dr. Keith 
Rowley remains positive 
with the virus, according 
to an official statement.
The statement from 
the Office of the Prime 
Minister said that Rowley, 
71, was tested Monday 
for COVID-19 “and the 
results remain positive”. 
Rowley had first tested 
positive for the virus on 
Tuesday, April 6.

“Dr Rowley will remain 
in isolation at the official 
residence in Blenheim 
and under the care and 
supervision of the medi-
cal professionals from the 
Tobago Regional Health 
Authority,” the statement 
said.

Rowley, from isolation 
in Tobago, defended his 
administration’s policy 
from Trinidad opposition 
United National Congress 
(UNC) criticism.

Writing on his Facebook 
page, Rowley said on 
Sunday night he saw 
opposition legislator, 
Rudranath Indarsingh 
“apparently stumbling to 
read an attack on the latest 
rollback of selected na-
tional activities on the day 
when we reported almost 
record levels of infection 
in community spread of 
the COVID-19 virus”.

He said Indarsingh 
claimed “we should not 
have any of these restric-
tions because they will 
destroy the economy,” 
adding “what do they 
think an explosion of 
Covid-19 sickness will 
do, protect and expand 
the economy?”

“If we don’t do any dis-
ruption now as the UNC 
is demanding, will the 
economy be better off in a 
full-blown covid19 take-
over eventually requiring 
full-scale lockdown as 
some countries are cur-
rently experiencing?”

Indarsingh told a news 
conference on Sunday 

that while the government 
has said that COVID-19 
has crashed the economy, 
the UNC maintains it is 

the poor economic deci-
sions that led to the cur-
rent state of the economy.

“The spikes in covid19 
cases must be placed at 
feet of the Prime Minister 
and his Cabinet, who 

decided not to imple-
ment any lockdown until 
after the Easter holidays 
knowing fully well of the 

projected heightened ac-
tivity in Tobago as reports 
were that guesthouses and 
flights were booked.

T&T PM Remains COVID Positive & In Isolation
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New Archeology Centre and  
Maritime Museum for Nevis 

On the site of the Archeology Centre and  
Maritime Museum, in Bath Village

By Monique Washington 

By the end of this year, the 
island of Nevis will have a 
first of its kind Archeology 
Centre and Maritime 
Museum, in Bath Village. 
The Nevis Historical and 
Conservation Society 
(NHCS) broke ground 
recently on the grounds 
of the Horatio Nelson 
Museum.

The Observer contacted 
one of the members 
of the NHCS, Richard 
Lupinacci, who noted 
that the new building will 
be much larger than the 
Nelson Museum.

“We are building an ad-
dition at the site. That 
will become the Nevis 
Archaeology Centre. That 
will be devoted to archae-
ology. It will be double 
the size of the Nelson 
Museum,” he said. 

According to the ‘Nevis 
Naturally’ website,  
Horatio Nelson Museum 
“houses what is said to 
be the largest collection 
of Nelson relics in the 

Western Hemisphere, 
called “Nevis in the time 
of Nelson”. 

“The late Robert 
Abrahams, a Philadelphia 
lawyer who had a home 
in Nevis, compiled the 
collection during his life 
and first displayed it at his 
Nevis home. Abrahams 
donated the artefacts to 
the Nevis Historical and 
Conservation Society, a 
non-governmental body, 
which he believed was 
most capable of caring 
for the collection. The 
Society began construc-
tion of the Horatio Nelson 
Museum to house the col-
lection in 1990”. 

Lupinacci spoke of what 
the Nevis Maritime 
Museum will comprise 
of, when completed

“It will be about Nelson’s 
collection of ships. It 
will be about Nevis 
boat building and about 
the shipwrecks. There 
are shipwrecks that are 
offshore from the 17th 
and 18th centuries. The 
Museum will also be 

about the Pirates of Nevis. 
In the 17th and 18th cen-
turies we had some noto-
rious pirates. We will have 
some displays on that,” he 
said.

He noted that though 
works have already begun 
at the site, the Museum is 
still open for business. 

“We are open; people can 
stop by the museum if 
they wish. We are chang-
ing the displays a bit, but 
that’s okay,” he said.

Lupinacci also encour-
aged people who may 
have pictures of Nevis in 
years gone by to donate 
copies to the museum.

“We are looking for pho-
tographs of old Nevis. 
Some people have old 
family photographs. They 
may be overseas with 
family there. People may 
not realize that the images 
are from here. We would 
love to get copies of them. 
They can keep the origi-
nals, but send us copies 
for our archives,” he said.
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Rohan Isles NRP’s candidate for St. George

NRP completes 
slate;  

Rohan Isles to  
vie for  

St. George’s

By Monique Washington  

The Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) has com-
pleted its slate of can-
didates for next year’s 
Nevis Island Assembly 
Elections, with the ad-
dition of Rohan Isles for 
St. George. His nomina-
tion was accepted this 
past week by the NRP 

executive. 

Isles will be joining Dr. 
Patricia Bartlette, candi-
date for St. John; Jeadee 
Caines (St. Paul); leader 
of the NRP Dr Janice 
Daniel-Hodge (St. James) 
and Cleone Stapleton-
Simmonds (St. Thomas).

During an online inter-
view, Isles, who hails 
from the Parish of St. 
Thomas, said that there 
will be controversy 
that he is running in a 

constituency where is 
not from, but he wants to 
change people’s mindset 
and serve Nevisians.  He 
noted that he is aware of 
what it will take to chal-
lenge the incumbent, 
Concerned Citizens’ 
Movement (CCM)’s Eric 
Evelyn, in St George.

“I don’t want my journey 

to be one of my not being 
from Gingerland, not be-
ing from St George.

“There will be a chorus of 
I’m not from Gingerland, 
but I believe I have begun 
to make my way into the 
lives of Gingerlanders. 
That thinking has created 
political mischief over 
the years that has been 
engrained in the minds 
of Nevisians to be sepa-
rated by lines - political 
lines, geographical lines 
and social lines. That is 

one of the challenges I 
seek to overcome. And 
we need to begin to see 
ourselves as Nevisians. 
Not Nevisians in St. 
George, not Nevisians 
in St. Thomas, but as  
Nevisians,” he said

Isles stated that “the chal-
lenges we face and hard-
ships are the same”.

“Our successes are as a 
nation not as a constitu-
ency, not as a social class, 
but as a nation. And if 
it means that, then St. 
George leads that charge 
to rediscover us as a peo-
ple, united by a common 
purpose and not divided 
by politics or divided by 
constituency boundar-
ies. I am coming to St. 
George to serve all the 
people, and I honestly 
and humbly mean that. I 
intend to give service to 
all the people,” he said.

“There will be a chorus of I’m not from 
Gingerland, but I believe I have begun to make 

my way into the lives of Gingerlanders. 
That thinking has created political mischief 

over the years that has been engrained in the 
minds of Nevisians to be separated 

by lines - political lines”
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By Monique Washington 

The Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court, Nevis 
Circuit opens its April 
Criminal assizes on 
Monday at the Theodore 
Hobson QC High Court 
in Charlestown, with 
three traversed cases to be 
heard, and the sentencing 
of Alston Phillip who was 
convicted of murder. 

The April criminal assizes 
is the first of two court 
sessions held in Nevis. 
The second is held in 
November.

The court begins at 9:00 
am. Cases will be heard 
by Justice Ermin Moise 
and will be determined 
by a 12-member jury. The 
Prosecution will be led 
by the Director of Public 
Prosecution, Valston 
Graham.

Alston Phillip, who was 
convicted in November 
2020 for the death of 
Lydia Jacobs, will be re-
ceiving his sentence dur-
ing the assizes.

Phillips was charged 
with the 2017 murder 
of Jacobs. He has also 
received two counts of 
attempted murder on the 
life of Michelin Brooks 
and Erica Williams. 
Jacobs, who lived in 
Church Ground, arrived 
home in the evening 
hours of June 2, when her 
friends dropped her off 
after she finished work. 
The 37-year-old woman 
just stepped into her 
yard before an assailant 
opened fire on her and the 
vehicle that brought her 
home. Jacobs had been 
taken to the Alexandria 
Hospital where she was 
pronounced dead.

Jacobs was the friend of 
Phillips’ ex-wife. The 
wife had previously 
roomed with Jacobs and 
her children at Church 
Ground.

Phillips’ two-week-long 
trial began on November 
9 at the Theodore Hobson 
QC High Court. He was 
represented by Brian 
Barnes. The jury unani-
mously gave a guilty 
verdict for the murder of 

Lydia Jacobs, the attempt-
ed murder of Michelin 
Brooks and the attempted 
murder of Erica Williams.

Facing Justice Moise will 
be Loston Allen Nisbett. 
Nisbett was charged with 
Possession of a Firearm in 
2017. Nisbett was alleg-
edly found with a Smith 
and Wesson 40mm pistol 
in April 2017.

Sherman Sinclair will 
also face judge and jury. 
He was charged with 
Unlawful and Malicious 
setting of a fire.

Kereece Archibald 
was charged with 
Embezzlement by the 
servant and will have to 
answer her charge.

A notice from the High 
Court on Thursday re-
minded all people, “in-
cluding Jurors, Witnesses 
and Sureties having 
any business before the 
Court, please take notice 
and govern yourselves 
accordingly”.

High court in Nevis, where the November assizes is being held 

Three to face 
High Court 

justice
Convicted murderer to 

be sentenced on  

Monday
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By Laughton Pemberton  

Jeanette Ann Monica 
Grell-Hull is a proud 
Nevisian who excelled 
in the area of Netball in 
the late 1960s and 1970s. 
She was born on April 17, 
1946, to Ashton Hull and 
Cicely Grell-Hull. Her fa-
ther is from Nevis and her 
mother is from Dominica.  

Ms. Grell-Hull, who 
recently celebrated her 
75th Birthday, told The 
Observer how she became 
interested in Netball. She 
said that watching older 
girls playing in school 
was the charm.

“They were well estab-
lished, so I just used to 
look on and liked what 
I saw, and wished that I 
could play”.

Ms. Grell-Hull’s mother 
also used to play netball, 
and that provided even 
more inspiration.

In 1970, Ms. Grell-Hull 
and her mother got to-
gether and formed two 
separate teams. Her moth-
er’s team was ‘The Blue 
Bells Netball Club’ and 
hers was ‘The Sneakers 
Netball Club’. The nurses 
of the Alexandra Hospital 

also put a club together, 
and they would meet in 
the park and play, and that 
was when her love of the 
game began to blossom. 

In addition, Charlestown 
Secondary and 
Gingerland Secondary 
formed teams of their 
own. These enthusiastic 
teams got together and 
formed the Nevis Netball 
Association two years 
later, in 1972.

C H A L L E N G E S 
AND CAREER 
ACHIEVEMENTS

Ms. Grell-Hull recalls 
some challenges they 
faced, which included not 
having a court to play on.

“The challenges… At 
that time, we didn’t have 
a netball court, and there 
was nowhere we could 
go, because the park was 
taken up by all these 
cricketers. So one chal-
lenge was going into the 
park and playing, and 
avoiding being hit with 
cricket balls. That was the 
greatest challenge.”

In order to avoid being hit, 
they used to shift around 
with their movable poles 
to different areas.  

Another challenge came 
a couple of years later 
when they were to play 
a team from Tabernacle 
in St. Kitts. There was 
a major downpour and 
the now elevated park 
became flooded and the 
game couldn’t be played. 
She said after Sir Robert 
Llewellyn Bradshaw, the 
premier at the time, heard 
about the issue, the first 
netball court was con-
structed in the vicinity of 
the Players Pavilion.

She was then asked 
what was her greatest 
achievement. 

“My greatest achieve-
ment was when I was se-
lected to play in the world 
tournament in 1979. At 
that time there were 21 
teams in the world, and it 
was going to be played in 
Trinidad and Tobago.  

“I was selected, and 
played as one of two 
girls from Nevis who 
made the team which 
started off with 15 play-
ers, from each country in 
the Caribbean. The other 
player was Ms. Crysentia 
O’ Flaherty, who was a 
great centre player. I was 
selected as a shooter, 
and was the best shooter 

in the federation at that 
time. I was also selected 
as the top shooter in the 
Caribbean in 1982.”

“The team placed sixth in 
the tournament; that was a 
major accomplishment.”

Another outstanding 
achievement that Ms. 
Grell-Hull recalled, was 
being chosen in 1998 
as Manager for the 
team from AFNA (The 
Americas Federation of 
Netball Associations). 
This team represented 
the Americas Region at 
that time, which included 
North, South, and Central 
America, Greenland and 
Bermuda. 

Ms. Grell-Hull took that 
team to Australia (who 
eventually won), and 
reflected that despite los-
ing, the experience they 
gained was priceless. 

She retired from Netball 
as a player in 1986, at the 
age of 40 - at the pinnacle 
of her long outstanding 
career, and one year after 
attainment and fulfillment 
of her greatest desire 
at that time, which was 
hosting the Caribbean 
Netball Championship 
here in Nevis. 

Jeanette Grell-Hull retired 
from all other aspects of 
Netball in 2015, but for 
the love of the game and 
wanting to see it continue 
successfully - now that 
the young women are able 
to get scholarships and 
grants to advance them-
selves, academically and 
professionally - she has 
stepped back in the arena 
as Chairperson of Nevis 
Netball Association, de-
termined to see that the 
sport stays the course in 
Nevis. 

NOT ONLY NETBALL

And it wasn’t only net-
ball that was a passion. 
Ms. Grell-Hull applied 
her impressive work 
ethic to business as well. 
She worked as a book-
ing agent with LIAT for 
ten years, and as a ca-
reer choice she initially 
wanted to become an air 
hostess, but she came to 
realize that she was inter-
ested in all aspects of the 
business.

After equipping herself 
with the requisite knowl-
edge, Ms. Grell-Hull then 

opened her own business, 
“Jan’s Travel Agency”, 
which she ran success-
fully for 30 years. During 
that period, she acquired 
deserving accolades, 
foremost among them 
being recognised as an 
“Accredited International 
Travel Agency” of which 
there were only two in the 
federation, and the only 
one in Nevis at that time. 

Ms. Grell-Hull admitted 
that her business venture 
was not all smooth sail-
ing, but generally she 
is pleased with the way 
things have turned out. 

In concluding, she had 
some words of advice and 
encouragement for young 
people.

“Go after your dream, if 
you don’t have a dream 
and you don’t have a 
goal, you would just be 
butting up and butting up 
and not making any real 
progress in life.  So if you 
have a dream, go for it. It 
doesn’t matter how hard 
it is, there is always going 
to be a way to get there. 
Where there is a will there 
is a way.”

Meet Jeanette Grell-Hull: Nevis’ Netball Hero
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Nevisian farmers introduced to  
alternative techniques

The farmers also saw the brand new six-room 
chiller facility, which will not only store and in-

crease the shelf life of stored goods, but also dis-
plays the most appropriate or ideal temperature 

to store each product. The storing capacity of 
each of these chillers is 3000 cubic feet. 

By Laughton Pemberton 

The Department of 
Agriculture in Nevis, last 
week gave a firsthand 
view of techniques being 
utilised, in terms of alter-
native ways of meshing 
the plants and other new 
methods, to farmers of 
District 3 and 6.

Under the direction of Mr. 
Randy Elliott, Director 
of Agriculture, and input 
from Extension Officers, 
Ms. Shaquimha Hanley 
and Mr. Deazjorn Jeffers, 
and Green House Officer 
Mr. Carlon’J Williams, 
the farmers were also giv-
en direct knowledge and 
insight into the depart-
ment’s initiative toward 
food security goals.

Ms. Hanley and Mr. 
Jeffers of Farming 
District 3 and 6, respec-
tively, invited their farm-
ers to a joint field trip 
at the Department of 
Agriculture’s Extension 
Service Centre.

According to Mr. Elliott, 
the purpose of the field 
trip was two-fold. First, 
it was for farmers to get 
a firsthand view of tech-
niques being utilised, and 

secondly, to display the 
production of the slips 
available primarily to 
farmers, to aid in mass 
production. 

The crops selected in the 
first phase are yams, tan-
ya, ginger, bananas, and a 
special breed of sweet po-
tato with a yellow inside, 
which is presently only 
grown in St. Kitts.  The 

root crops will be avail-
able to farmers at a rate of 
three dollars per pound.

The department also 
displayed the use of ad-
vanced technology that 
would aid in a better yield, 
care for the crops, and the 
expansion of the shelf life 
of crops or produce of the 
farmers. 

The items which showed 

advancement within the 
department were a weath-
er machine which can 
give rainfall patterns ret-
rospectively back to 1902 
all the way until present; 
a man-made pond which 
helps to deal with the 
water issues mostly dur-
ing dry weather season; 
major shade houses, 
which increase the yield 
of certain crops especially 

during dry weather, and a 
modern chilling facility.

The field trip started with 
the outdoor plot or early 
sensation sweet peppers 
and honey dew melons, 
which then led the farm-
ers to the fields of tanya, 
yams, ginger and banan-
as. The group of farmers 
were then taken to the two 

major greenhouses, in 
which there were special 
breeds of sweet peppers 
which can yield as much 
as 12 pounds per plant. 

These varieties are Early 
Sunset Sensation, Sprinter 
and Brocanto, which are 
presently grown in the 
two major Greenhouses. 

All this was explained by 
Mr. Williams, assisted by 
Ms. Hanley.

The next stop of the tour 
was the “Arboretum” 
or Fruit Trees Orchard, 
which had over 75 Sour 
Sop trees, which can be 
used for air layering or 
grafting for the farm-
ers. The arboretum also 
included avocados, lem-
ons, lime, oranges, and 

tamarind and mango 
trees.

The farmers also saw the 
brand new six-room chill-
er facility, which will not 
only store and increase 
the shelf life of stored 
goods, but also displays 
the most appropriate or 
ideal temperature to store 
each product. The storing 
capacity of each of these 
chillers is 3000 cubic feet. 

According to Mr. Elliott, 
“only the best graded 
crops or produce will have 
access to these chillers”.

The Observer asked the 
Director where he see 
Nevis two years from 
now, in terms of food se-
curity and sustainability, 
and possibly, the export-
ing of food products. 

“What I have always said, 
is that this department 
can’t do it on its own, and 
that’s why we always try 
to build a relationship and 
partnership and the key 
players are our farmers. 
Our farmers will have to 
step out of their comfort 
zone and go through with 
it. And if you realized, we 
have opened up an entire 
complex at Prospect for 

them to see what we are 
doing.  

“We were chastised ear-
lier for our sweet pep-
per plots. We always get 
those licks, but a farmer 
could tell you, any farmer 
could tell you, that none 
of them are getting more 
than five pounds per 
plant. For example, you 
may plant 1500 plants, 
but the average yield you 
would get is three pounds 
per plant, which is way 
under production.”

Mr. Elliott said the work 
they are doing is to 
complement the work by 
farmers, and to look at 
the crops and see what 
practices can be done to 
increase the yield of each 
crop, then share the infor-
mation with farmers.  

“Now we have shifted 
to root crops and hoping 
our farmers buying into 
it. And regarding fruit 
trees, we’re hoping more 
farmers would buy into it 
as well, so we can look at 
it as being beneficial, sus-
tainable, and good for the 
whole of Nevis.”
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COVID-19:  
South America  
Seen as ‘Most  

Worrying Region’
Senior citizens wait to receive a dose of the Pfizer-

BioNTech coronavirus disease

(COVID-19) vac-
cine in Lima, Peru 
March 23, 2021. 
REUTERS/Sebastian 
CastanedaSouth America 
is now the most worry-
ing region for COVID-19 
infections, as cases mount 
in nearly every coun-
try, the director of the 
Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) 
said on Wednesday.

“Nowhere are infec-
tions as worrisome as in 
South America,” Director 
Carissa Etienne said 

during a weekly news 
conference.

Brazil has seen the most 
merciless surge. Scientists 
forecast it will soon sur-
pass the worst of a re-
cord January wave in the 
United States, with daily 
fatalities climbing above 
4,000 on Tuesday.

“The situation in Brazil 
is concerning country-
wide,” said COVID-19 
incident director Sylvain 
Aldighieri. “Our concern 
at the moment is also 

for the Brazilian citizens 
themselves in this context 
of health services that are 
overwhelmed.”

Brazil needs access to 
more COVID-19 vac-
cines now and should 
be able to receive them 
through global partner-
ships, Aldighieri said.

PAHO can expand its 
help to Brazilian states if 
requested, he said, adding 
it is already aiding with 
virus genetic sequencing, 
procuring oxygen and 

coronavirus testing.

Intensive care units are 
nearing capacity in Peru 
and Ecuador, and in parts 
of Bolivia and Colombia 
cases have doubled in the 
last week, Etienne said, 
adding that the southern 
cone is also experiencing 
an acceleration in cases.

The United States, Brazil 
and Argentina are among 
the 10 countries seeing 
the highest number of 
new infections globally, 
she added.

The Americas recorded 
more than 1.3 million 
new coronavirus cases 
and over 37,000 deaths 
last week, Etienne said, 
more than half of all 
deaths reported globally.

“We cannot ease public 
health and social interven-
tions without good data 
and justification,” Etienne 
said, adding slowing and 
stopping transmission 
“requires decisive ac-
tion by local and national 
governments.”

More than 210 million 
vaccine doses have been 
administered across the 
Americas, Etienne said.

Bolivia, Nicaragua and 
Haiti may be affected by 
Serum Institute of India 
vaccine shipment delays, 
said sub-director Jarbas 
Barbosa, but the World 
Health Organization is 
appealing to the Indian 
government to ensure 
shipment agreements.
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PS John Hanley

P.S:‘Nevis’s gardens are an  
important part of tourism’ 

L-R  members of the Nevis Garden competition 
PS John Hanley, Quincy Bart, Vannessa Webbe, Huey Sargeant, Randy Elliott, and other members 

By Monique Washington  

Floral gardens or veg-
etable gardens on Nevis 
are seen as an important 
part of Nevis’ Tourism 
product. This was the 
assertion of Permanent 
Secretary of Tourism, 
John Hanley, during the 
launch of Nevis’s Garden 
Competition. 

On April 16, the Ministry 
of Tourism, with sup-
port from the Ministry 
and Department of 
Agriculture, launched 
its Nevis Garden 
Competition, which is a 
part of Nevis Exposition 
2021. The theme chosen 
for the annual tourism 
awareness campaign 
is  “Fostering Domestic 
Tourism”.  Exposition 
Nevis is being held from 
April 18 – May 31.

P.S. Hanley, speak-
ing at the launch of the 
Garden competition at 
the Heritage Village in 
Gingerland, emphasised 
that “our gardens form an 
important part of Nevis’ 
tourism product.”

He said that gardens pro-
vide people with aromatic 
teas and medicinal plants, 
and backyard gardens 
form a critical component 
of the thrust towards food 
security. 

‘For this reason, we 
have included the Nevis 
Garden Competition 
as part of our 2021 
Exposition Nevis calen-
dar of events,” he said.

The garden competition 
will have two categories 
- floral garden and vege-
table garden.  The vegeta-
ble categories will require 
farmers to produce at least 
three of the five types of 
crops - Leafy green veg-
etable, condiments and 
seasons, tubas, fruit trees, 
fruits and vegetables. 

The floral category will 
require farmers to pro-
duce plants that should be 
blooming greenery - figs, 
palms, ferns, uncommon 
plant. The judges will also 
be looking at creativeness, 
focal points and features.

Household gardens have 
been divided into two 
tiers - small holdings un-
der 10,000  square foot 
and large holdings over 
10,000 square feet. The 
competition is open to 
schools, churches and 
businesses.

During the month of 
May, the Department of 
Agriculture will be of-
fering specials from the 
shade houses at the prop-
agation unit for persons 
that are interested in par-
ticipating in the competi-
tion. Seedlings and plants 
will also be at a special 
rate  from the Department 
of Agriculture 

“I urge all garden enthusi-
asts on the island to par-
ticipate, so that you can 
position yourself not only 
to beautify your surround-
ings, but also improve 
our island’s food security 
agenda, and at the same 
time win some attrac-
tive prizes that have been 
made possible by our 
very kind, cooperating 
sponsors.  I look forward 
to an exciting competi-
tion,” P.S. Hanley said.
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Cruise ships set to  
return in July

By Loshaun Dixon 

Cruise ships are set to 
return to St. Kitts and 
Nevis in July, after the St. 
Kitts Tourism Authority 
(SKTA) announced the 
Federation was on the 
itinerary of the Seabourn 
Odyssey, a ship in the 
ultra-luxury Seabourn 
cruise line, which re-
sumes Caribbean sailings 
in late July, 2021.  

The SKTA says that the 
7-day itinerary also in-
cludes Antigua, Barbados, 
the British Virgin Islands, 
Dominica, Grenada, St. 
Lucia and St. Maarten.

“The Odyssey will be 
calling in St. Kitts ev-
ery week, and is our 
first scheduled port of 
call for the phased re-
opening for cruise tour-
ism, announced Lindsay 
F.P. Grant, Minister of 
Tourism, Transport and 
Ports today,” the SKTA 
said in a statement.

Minister Grant said they 
were looking forward 
to welcoming Seabourn 
Odyssey to St. Kitts. 

“The benefits of the 
cruise industry have been 
vital to the economies of 

St. Kitts & Nevis, and we 
are delighted to welcome 
our first vessel back, as 
we begin our phased ap-
proach to resume cruise 
tourism.” 

No cruise has been to 
St. Kitts and Nevis since 
March 2020, and the 
SKTA said it signals the 
continued rebuilding of 
tourism and the economy. 
They noted that it was not 
the official opening of 
the cruise sector, which 
is projected for October 
2021, when St. Kitts 
and Nevis would have 
achieved herd immunity.  

They also reminded that 
the minimum protocols 
for any cruise ship, visit-
ing in St. Kitts & Nevis 
include:

1. All crew and all 
passengers over the age 
of 18 must be vaccinated.

2. All passengers, 
crew and children under 
the age of 18 must present 
a negative RT-PCR test 
within 72 hours of home-
port embarkation.

3. Only bubble-
vaccinated tours and at-
tractions will be offered 
to cruise passengers.

4. All personnel 

interacting with cruise 
vessel operations includ-
ing ship agents, port staff, 
taxi and tour operators 
must be vaccinated.

The Ministry of Tourism 
and St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority are currently 
working with all taxi/
tour operators and attrac-
tions, to ensure compli-
ance with the vaccination 
requirements, health and 
safety protocols for cruise 
to be Travel Approved. 

“We continue to work 
with our stakeholders 
on the resumption of 
cruise, just as we did for 
the phased reopening for 
Stay Over on October 
31st, 2020,” said Racquel 
Brown, CEO of the St. 
Kitts Tourism Authority.

 “Safety of our nation-
als, residents and visitors 
remains a top priority for 
us, and we are working 
to ensure passengers can 
enjoy the exceptional and 
diverse attributes of the 
destination, and can have 
a memorable shore expe-
rience while being confi-
dent in their safety.”

Seabourn is recognized as 
one of the world’s lead-
ing luxury cruise lines. 
Its boutique ships are 
known for their all-suite 

accommodations and 
their industry-leading ser-
vice.  Known for provid-
ing its guests with unique 

experiences, selecting 
St. Kitts as a destination 
on its itinerary reinforces 
the island’s position as an 

attractive destination that 
offers guests one-of-a-
kind experiences.

 FOR SALE BY MORTGAGEE  
 

Offers in writing are invited for the purchase of the following property: - 

 

 

At South East Peninsula, Cockleshell Bay, St. George, St. Kitts 

 

The area of the parcel of land is One Hundred and Fifty-Two Point Five 

One Three One (152.5131) Acres 

 

 
Separate bids in sealed envelopes should be mailed or hand-delivered to  
                                                     
                                              

                                               Legal Unit 
                                               St. Kitts Nevis Anguilla National Bank Limited 
                                               P. O. Box 343 
                                               Central Street 
                                               Basseterre 
                                               St. Kitts 
 
 

and marked “Private & Confidential – Re Offer of Sale”  
 
 
NOTES: 
- The Mortgagee does not bind itself to accept the highest or any offer. 

- Sale will be subject to all rates, taxes and other charges that may be outstanding and payable 
at the time of sale. 

- Bidders must include their names, home address and a contact number on their bids. 

- Properties are to be viewed before offers are submitted.  For appointments to view call the 
Legal Unit at 465-2204 ext. 1633 and 1636. 

- All sales subject to contract.        
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Collins said $3M of the $5M will go to an agricultural development package. 

“This will enable us to complete a number of urgent and well-needed projects. Our 
plan includes the Agricultural Water Management and Solution Programs, Bareford’s 
Development, Agricultural Extension and Services Support Programmes. 

He said during the first quarter of 2021 they saw some enhancement and are encour-
aged by them.

“The marketing unit saw some 34% increase in the number of buyers. In that same 
quarter, sales to hotels because of the closure of hotels had been seriously affected, 
and the number of farmers who have benefited from the storage facility increased 
by over 21%. Payments to farmers fell dramatically because of the closure of the 
hotels.”

Collins noted that as soon as the Federation returns to a level of normalcy, the efforts 
that they are implementing now will pay off. He disclosed, however, that there is still 
the challenge of damage to crops by monkeys and pigs. 

“These animals have caused significant yield loss, but we have risen to the challenge 
and responded by training farmers and trappers, in the construction of trapping de-
vices. We have invested heavily in several methods to curb the problem.”

He then highlighted crop production during the first quarter of 2021, noting that cab-
bage production has increased by 1050%, and that there was a significant increase in 
tomato production by 59%. Cantaloupe production has increased by 400%.

Collins indicated that sweet potato, watermelon and yam saw notable increases of 
38.7%. He noted that there were some crops that fell in output

“There was a decline in pumpkin production, and that was mainly due to fungal 
infections; carrot seeds were unavailable due to supplier restrains that have lingered 
from the impact of COVID, but it is being addressed.”

Addressing production, Collins noted beef production has increased by 70%, goat 
production increased by 112%, mutton production increased by 16% and pork by 
70%, for an overall increase of 67% over the same period in 2020.

“We have seen in marine resources and fish landings for reef species in the first quar-
ter an increase of 54%, fish crossing in coastal pelagic fishing, an increase of 25% 
over 2020. There have been some significant increases in fish caught, in particularly 
lobsters and so on.”

The agriculture official said there are some areas where they have had challenges, 
and those are being addressed.

PM: “Agricultural  investments  paying dividends”
Continued from page 2

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris on  
‘Leadership Matters’ last Tuesday
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Haiti Lottery 
Scandal Forces 

Chief’s  
Resignation

The director of Haiti’s 
State Lottery has re-
signed after a finance 
report revealed poten-
tial misappropriation 
of funds at the agency.

The lottery’s em-
ployee union, which 
earlier complained 
about not being paid 

for three months, 
had accused General 
Manager Margareth 
Fortuné of embezzle-
ment. The govern-
ment’s anti-corruption 
unit then searched 
the state’s lottery on 
Tuesday.

Fortuné had been the 

lottery manager since 
2016. Source

Photo:

Margareth Fortuné, 
the Haitian State 
Lottery’s general 
manager, has re-
signed.(File Photo)

Margareth Fortuné, the Haitian State Lottery’s general  
manager, has resigned.

The lottery’s employee union, which 
earlier complained about not being 
paid for three months, had accused 

General Manager Margareth  
Fortuné of embezzlement.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 23rd, 2021 NEWSPage:22 NEWSPage:22 ADVERTISEMENTSLOCAL NEWSLOCAL NEWS

National Disaster Coordinator Abdias Samuel 

By Loshaun Dixon 

St. Kitts and Nevis last 
week sent five containers 
of relief supplies to the 
people of St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines with an es-
timated value of $280,000 
EC, and are preparing to 
welcome some persons 
who are displaced.

This was disclosed 
by National Disaster 
Coordinator Abdias 
Samuel, who said St. 
Kitts and Nevis has con-
tinued with the approach 
of assistance with relief 
supplies, financial con-
tributions and supporting 
regional mechanisms, as 
well as human resources 
support, in the form of 
security forces that are on 
standby to be deployed 
shortly 

Samuel said over 6,000 
persons in St. Vincent 
are placed in 88 shelters, 
while 6,500 are in private 
shelters and 13,303 are 
displaced.

“We want to express 
solidarity with NEOC 
in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, who are op-
erating 24 hours a day. 
We send our prayers to 
the NEOC in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines.” 

He then highlighted what 
the Federation had done 
to assist the people af-
fected by the La Soufrière 
eruptions

“We have shipped drink-
ing water, relief supplies, 
non-perishable food 
items, cleaning items, 
buckets, face masks, baby 

items, prep food and per-
sonal hygiene kits.

“We have shipped two 
40-foot containers and 
three 20-foot containers 
with the estimated value 
of 280,000 EC dollars’ 
worth of relief supplies.”

Samuel said St. Kitts and 
Nevis’ Displaced Persons 
Committee has already 
met twice, to develop and 
put in place the necessary 
plans, as they prepare to 
receive displaced persons 
from St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. 

“To date, out of the 350 
persons that have shown 
interest in being moved 
to other countries, seven 
have indicated an interest 
in coming to St  Kitts and 
Nevis. We are looking at 
the pre-screening crite-
ria, the health and travel 
protocols that would be 
enforced, and also the 
compliance with the 
COVID-19 protocols that 
would be required.”

He said they were look-
ing at the medium to long 
term planning, in terms of 
sheltering. 

“It is important that 
persons who are desir-
ous of sponsoring or 

supporting persons who 
are displaced from the 
impacted areas…you can 
call NEMA or contact 
Janelle Lewis, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Social and Community 
Development, and indi-
cate your interests”

According to Samuel, 
there have also been re-
quests from family mem-
bers of persons living in 
St Vincent who are desir-
ous of bringing their fam-
ily here to St. Kitts and 
Nevis. 

“We are asking you to 
register your interest with 
NEMA or the Ministry of 
Social and Community 
Development.”

He said the status of the 
volcano remains at alert 
level red, meaning that 
there could be a volcanic 
eruption without any no-
tice or warning.

Nearly 20,000 people 
have been directly affect-
ed by La Soufrière volca-
nic eruptions that started 
on April 9.

Case Number :NEVHPB2021/0018

Submitted Date:20/04/2021 12:35

Filed Date:20/04/2021 12:35

Fees Paid:52.00

Relief supplies 
delivered to SVG  

- National Disaster  

Coordinator

“We have shipped drink-
ing water, relief supplies, 

non-perishable food items, 
cleaning items, buckets, face 
masks, baby items, prep food 

and personal hygiene kits.
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Prime Minister Trudeau meets with Prime Minister Mia Amor Mott-
let at the UNHQ in New York City. September 24, 2018. // Le premier 
ministre Trudeau rencontre la première ministre Mia Amor Mottley 

au Siège de l’ONU à New York. 24 septembre 2018.

WORLD NEWS

Canada with  
New Permanent  

Residency 
Scheme for  
Immigrants

Canada has announced 
an innovative pathway 
to permanent residency 
for over 90,000 essen-
tial workers including 
Caribbeans who are 
contributing to the de-
velopment of the North 
American nation.

The initiative was re-
cently announced by 
Canada’s Minister of 
Immigration, Refugees, 
and Citizenship (IRCC), 
Marco Mendicino and 
will grant special status 
to temporary workers and 
international graduates 
who are already contrib-
uting to the growth of 
Canada’s economy

“The focus of this new 
pathway will be on tem-
porary workers employed 
in our hospitals and long-
term care homes, and on 
the frontlines of other 
essential sectors, as well 
all international gradu-
ates who are driving the 
economy of tomorrow,” 
he said.

Eligible candidates must 
have worked in Canada 
for at least one year either 
in the health sector or an-
other essential profession. 
The process will com-
mence on May 6 and the 
IRCC will accept applica-
tions under three streams, 
Mendicino said.

The streams will accept 
20,000 applications for 

temporary workers in 
health care; 30,000 ap-
plications for temporary 
workers in other selected 
essential occupations; 
and 40,000 applications 
for international students 
who graduated from a 
Canadian institution.

Also, some 90,000 new 
permanent residents will 
be admitted under these 
three streams, Mendicino 
said, adding that three 
additional streams with 
no intake caps have also 
been launched for French-
speaking or bilingual 
candidates

“Communities across 
Canada benefit from 
French-speaking and 
bilingual newcomers, 
and this pathway will 
contribute to the vital-
ity of these Francophone 
minority communities,” 
Mendicino said. “As we 
continue the fight against 
the pandemic, immigra-
tion will remain critical 
to our economic recovery 
by addressing labor short-
ages and adding growth 
to our workforce.”

He continued: “With an 
accelerated pathway to 
permanent residency, 
these special public poli-
cies will encourage es-
sential temporary workers 
and international gradu-
ates to put down roots in 
Canada and help us retain 
the talented workers we 

need, particularly in our 
healthcare system.

“Today’s announcement 
will help us achieve our 
2021 Immigration Levels 
Plan, which will see 
Canada welcome 401,000 
new permanent residents. 
The skilled newcomers 
and international gradu-
ates welcomed under 
our plan will help create 
jobs and drive long-term 
growth in Canada.”

Mendicino said the pan-
demic has shone a light 
on the contributions of 
newcomers and that the 
new policy is to help 
those with temporary 
status to plan their fu-
ture in Canada as well as 
the country’s economic 
recovery.

“Our message to them is 
simple: your status may 
be temporary, but your 
contributions are last-
ing—and we want you to 
stay,” he said.

According to the High 
Commission of Canada 
to Guyana and Suriname, 
some one million people 
residing in Canada are 
of Caribbean descent, 
and over two million 
Canadians travel to 
Caribbean countries 
annually.
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Youth Services 
hosts workshop 
on drug abuse 

prevention 

By Laughton Pemberton 

The Department of Youth 
Services on Monday 
last, sponsored a train-
ing workshop entitled 
the “Cannabis Youth 
Treatment Programme”. 
The venue was the Jessup 
Community Centre, and 
the participants were pri-
marily drug prevention 
counsellors and officers, 
from Nevis and St. Kitts.

 

Welcome and opening re-
marks were given by Mrs. 
Karimu Byron-Caines, 
Director of the National 
Drug Council, who high-
lighted the need for such 
a programme, because 
of the high percentage 
of Cannabis use among 
the school-age youths. 
She said after several 
telephone calls from the 
concerned community, 
the training programme 
became imperative. 

Principal Education 
Officer, Ms. Zahnela 
Claxton, also spoke about 
the high use of cannabis 
by the youths, and the 
increase in the number of 
youths coming to school 
under the influence of 
cannabis. Ms Claxton 
stated that the training is 
considered a smart tool 
for drug counsellors, and 
there were key questions 
that it would address. 

“Is it needed? Yes.  Will it 
be useful? Yes. Is it time-
ly? Yes.” 

Mrs. Sandra Maynard, 
Director of Social 
Services, stated that 
the statistics from The 
National Drug Council 
indicated that the use of 
Marijuana among youths 
from the age of 10 to 29 
was at a staggering rate 
of 48.7%; the high-risk 
group was 33.7 % and 
even though there was a 
reduction of control sub-
stance use, it still was at 
30.5 %, which is enough 
reason to be a concern.  

The facilitator was Ms. 
Zahra Jacobs, who pre-
sented five sessions 
from the Manual en-
titled, “Motivational 
Enhancement Therapy 
and Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy for Adolescents 
Cannabis Users”.

The major focus of the 
first session was on ‘The 
Scope and Significance 
of Marijuana Use; the 
Effects of Marijuana Use; 
and Patterns of Substance 
Use’.  The next two ses-
sions covered the back-
ground of the Cannabis 
Youth Treatment (CYT) 
Cooperative Agreement 
and the Background 
of the Motivational 
Enhancement Therapy 
(MET)/ Motivational 

Enhancement Therapy 
(MET)

Session Four focused 
on the specifics of 
Enhancement Therapy 
and the key concepts 
covered were: The Five 
Strategies of Motivational 
Enhancement Therapy 
Abstinence and Relapse, 
which was followed by  
the final session, related 
to: Marijuana Refusal 
Skills; Enhancing the 
Social Support Network 
and Increasing Pleasant 
Activities; Planning for 
Emergencies and Coping 
With Relapse.

In a quick review of the 
sessions, Mrs. Byron-
Caines said it was a suc-
cess, and the participants 
were very engaged and 
interactive with the facili-
tator Ms. Jacobs.  

“So they were able to 
learn the five steps in the 
five series of the Cannabis 
Youth Treatment 
Programme, where they 
went over each section 
in detail, understanding 
in detail Motivational 
Enhancement therapy, 
Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy and the steps in-
volved in this programme.   
“Another reason why I 
would say it was a suc-
cess is that they, at the 
end, opted while mapping 
the way forward for the 

rollout of the programme 
in Nevis, to form a steer-
ing committee.”

 She said they have a team 
of about four persons 
who will head that steer-
ing committee to see how 
best the Cannabis Youth 

Treatment Programme 
will be rolled out in Nevis. 

“And of course, I will 
be following up with the 
participants and the steer-
ing committee to see how 
we at the National Drug 
Council of Drug Abuse 

Prevention will assist 
them in coordinating, and 
any other technical is-
sue that may arise, while 
they roll out these to the 
institutions and individu-
als who will benefit from 
such a programme.”
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Steps to Christ          Chapter 12—What to Do with Doubt

Ellen G. White Writings

Many, especially those 
who are young in the 
Christian life, are at 
times troubled with the 
suggestions of skepti-
cism. There are in the 
Bible many things which 
they cannot explain, or 
even understand, and 
Satan employs these 
to shake their faith in 
the Scriptures as a rev-
elation from God. They 
ask, “How shall I know 
the right way? If the 
Bible is indeed the word 
of God, how can I be 
freed from these doubts 
and perplexities?” 

God never asks us to 
believe, without giv-
ing sufficient evidence 
upon which to base our 
faith. His existence, His 
character, the truthful-
ness of His word, are all 
established by testimony 
that appeals to our rea-
son; and this testimony 
is abundant. Yet God 
has never removed the 
possibility of doubt. Our 
faith must rest upon evi-
dence, not demonstra-
tion. Those who wish to 
doubt will have oppor-
tunity; while those who 
really desire to know 
the truth will find plenty 
of evidence on which to 
rest their faith. 

It is impossible for finite 
minds fully to compre-
hend the character or 
the works of the Infinite 
One. To the keenest in-
tellect, the most highly 
educated mind, that 
holy Being must ever 
remain clothed in mys-
tery. “Canst thou by 
searching find out God? 
canst thou find out the 
Almighty unto perfec-
tion? It is as high as 
heaven; what canst thou 
do? deeper than hell; 
what canst thou know?” 
Job 11:7, 8. 

The apostle Paul ex-
claims, “O the depth of 

the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge 
of God! how unsearch-
able are His judgments, 
and His ways past 
finding out!” Romans 
11:33. But though 
“clouds and darkness 
are round about Him,” 
“righteousness and 
judgment are the foun-
dation of His throne.” 
Psalm 97:2, R.V. We can 
so far comprehend His 
dealings with us, and 
the motives by which 
He is actuated, that we 
may discern boundless 
love and mercy united 
to infinite power. We can 
understand as much of 
His purposes as it is for 
our good to know; and 
beyond this we must 
still trust the hand that 
is omnipotent, the heart 
that is full of love. 

The word of God, like 
the character of its di-
vine Author, presents 
mysteries that can never 
be fully comprehended 
by finite beings. The 
entrance of sin into the 
world, the incarnation of 
Christ, regeneration, the 
resurrection, and many 
other subjects presented 
in the Bible, are myster-
ies too deep for the hu-
man mind to explain, 
or even fully to compre-
hend. But we have no 
reason to doubt God’s 
word because we cannot 
understand the myster-
ies of His providence. In 
the natural world we are 
constantly surrounded 
with mysteries that we 
cannot fathom. The 
very humblest forms of 
life present a problem 
that the wisest of phi-
losophers is powerless 
to explain. Everywhere 
are wonders beyond our 
ken. Should we then be 
surprised to find that in 
the spiritual world also 
there are mysteries that 
we cannot fathom? The 
difficulty lies solely in 
the weakness and nar-
rowness of the human 

mind. God has given us 
in the Scriptures suf-
ficient evidence of their 
divine character, and 
we are not to doubt His 
word because we cannot 
understand all the mys-
teries of His providence. 

The apostle Peter 
says that there are in 
Scripture “things hard 
to be understood, which 
they that are unlearned 
and unstable wrest ... 
unto their own destruc-
tion.” 2 Peter 3:16. The 
difficulties of Scripture 
have been urged by 
skeptics as an argument 
against the Bible; but so 
far from this, they consti-
tute a strong evidence of 
its divine inspiration. If 
it contained no account 
of God but that which 
we could easily compre-
hend; if His greatness 
and majesty could be 
grasped by finite minds, 
then the Bible would not 
bear the unmistakable 
credentials of divine au-
thority. The very gran-
deur and mystery of the 
themes presented should 
inspire faith in it as the 
word of God. 

The Bible unfolds truth 
with a simplicity and 
a perfect adaptation to 
the needs and longings 
of the human heart, 
that has astonished and 
charmed the most highly 
cultivated minds, while 
it enables the hum-
blest and uncultured 
to discern the way of 
salvation. And yet these 
simply stated truths lay 
hold upon subjects so el-
evated, so far-reaching, 
so infinitely beyond the 
power of human com-
prehension, that we can 
accept them only be-
cause God has declared 
them. Thus the plan of 
redemption is laid open 
to us, so that every soul 
may see the steps he is 
to take in repentance 

toward God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in order to be 
saved in God’s appoint-
ed way; yet beneath 
these truths, so easily 
understood, lie myster-
ies that are the hiding 
of His glory—mysteries 
that overpower the mind 
in its research, yet in-
spire the sincere seeker 
for truth with reverence 
and faith. The more he 
searches the Bible, the 
deeper is his conviction 
that it is the word of 
the living God, and hu-
man reason bows before 
the majesty of divine 
revelation. 

To acknowledge that we 
cannot fully compre-
hend the great truths of 
the Bible is only to ad-
mit that the finite mind 
is inadequate to grasp 
the infinite; that man, 
with his limited, human 
knowledge, cannot un-
derstand the purposes of 
Omniscience. 

Because they cannot 
fathom all its mysteries, 
the skeptic and the infi-
del reject God’s word; 
and not all who profess 
to believe the Bible are 
free from danger on this 
point. The apostle says, 
“Take heed, brethren, 
lest there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing from the 
living God.” Hebrews 
3:12. It is right to study 
closely the teachings of 
the Bible and to search 
into “the deep things of 
God” so far as they are 
revealed in Scripture. 1 
Corinthians 2:10. While 
“the secret things belong 
unto the Lord our God,” 
“those things which 
are revealed belong 
unto us.” Deuteronomy 
29:29. But it is Satan’s 
work to pervert the in-
vestigative powers of the 

mind. A certain pride is 
mingled with the consid-
eration of Bible truth, so 
that men feel impatient 
and defeated if they 
cannot explain every 
portion of Scripture to 
their satisfaction. It is 
too humiliating to them 
to acknowledge that 
they do not understand 
the inspired words. They 
are unwilling to wait 
patiently until God shall 
see fit to reveal the truth 
to them. They feel that 
their unaided human 
wisdom is sufficient to 
enable them to compre-
hend the Scripture, and 
failing to do this, they 
virtually deny its author-
ity. It is true that many 
theories and doctrines 
popularly supposed to be 
derived from the Bible 
have no foundation in 
its teaching, and in-
deed are contrary to the 
whole tenor of inspira-
tion. These things have 
been a cause of doubt 
and perplexity to many 
minds. They are not, 
however, chargeable to 
God’s word, but to man’s 
perversion of it. 

If it were possible for 
created beings to attain 
to a full understanding 
of God and His works, 
then, having reached 
this point, there would 
be for them no further 
discovery of truth, no 
growth in knowledge, 
no further development 
of mind or heart. God 
would no longer be su-
preme; and man, hav-
ing reached the limit of 
knowledge and attain-
ment, would cease to 
advance. Let us thank 
God that it is not so. God 
is infinite; in Him are 
“all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge.” 
Colossians 2:3. And to 
all eternity men may 
be ever searching, ever 
learning, and yet never 
exhaust the treasures of 
His wisdom, His good-
ness, and His power. 

God intends that even 
in this life the truths of 
His word shall be ever 
unfolding to His people. 
There is only one way in 
which this knowledge 
can be obtained. We 
can attain to an under-
standing of God’s word 
only through the illu-
mination of that Spirit 
by which the word was 
given. “The things of 
God knoweth no man, 
but the Spirit of God;” 
“for the Spirit sear-
cheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God.” 1 
Corinthians 2:11, 10. 
And the Saviour’s prom-
ise to His followers was, 
“When He, the Spirit 
of truth, is come, He 
will guide you into all 
truth.... For He shall re-
ceive of Mine, and shall 
show it unto you.” John 
16:13, 14. 

God desires man to 
exercise his reasoning 
powers; and the study of 
the Bible will strengthen 
and elevate the mind 
as no other study can. 
Yet we are to beware of 
deifying reason, which 
is subject to the weak-
ness and infirmity of 
humanity. If we would 
not have the Scriptures 
clouded to our under-
standing, so that the 
plainest truths shall not 
be comprehended, we 
must have the simplicity 
and faith of a little child, 
ready to learn, and be-
seeching the aid of the 
Holy Spirit. A sense of 
the power and wisdom 
of God, and of our in-
ability to comprehend 
His greatness, should 
inspire us with humility, 
and we should open His 
word, as we would enter 
His presence, with holy 
awe. When we come to 
the Bible, reason must 
acknowledge an author-
ity superior to itself, and 
heart and intellect must 
bow to the great I AM. 
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There are many things 
apparently difficult or 
obscure, which God 
will make plain and 
simple to those who 
thus seek an under-
standing of them. But 
without the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit we shall 
be continually liable to 
wrest the Scriptures or 
to misinterpret them. 
There is much read-
ing of the Bible that is 
without profit and in 
many cases a positive 
injury. When the word 
of God is opened with-
out reverence and with-
out prayer; when the 
thoughts and affections 
are not fixed upon God, 
or in harmony with His 
will, the mind is clouded 
with doubts; and in the 
very study of the Bible, 
skepticism strengthens. 
The enemy takes control 
of the thoughts, and he 
suggests interpretations 
that are not correct. 
Whenever men are not 
in word and deed seek-
ing to be in harmony 
with God, then, however 
learned they may be, 
they are liable to err in 
their understanding of 
Scripture, and it is not 
safe to trust to their ex-
planations. Those who 
look to the Scriptures 
to find discrepancies, 
have not spiritual in-
sight. With distorted vi-
sion they will see many 
causes for doubt and 
unbelief in things that 
are really plain and 
simple. 

Disguise it as they may, 
the real cause of doubt 
and skepticism, in most 
cases, is the love of sin. 
The teachings and re-
strictions of God’s word 
are not welcome to the 
proud, sin-loving heart, 
and those who are un-
willing to obey its re-
quirements are ready to 
doubt its authority. In 
order to arrive at truth, 
we must have a sin-
cere desire to know the 
truth and a willingness 
of heart to obey it. And 
all who come in this 
spirit to the study of the 
Bible will find abundant 
evidence that it is God’s 
word, and they may 
gain an understanding 
of its truths that will 
make them wise unto 

salvation. 

Christ has said, “If any 
man willeth to do His 
will, he shall know of 
the teaching.” John 
7:17, R.V. Instead of 
questioning and cavil-
ing concerning that 
which you do not under-
stand, give heed to the 
light that already shines 
upon you, and you will 
receive greater light. By 
the grace of Christ, per-
form every duty that has 
been made plain to your 
understanding, and you 
will be enabled to un-
derstand and perform 
those of which you are 
now in doubt. 

There is an evidence that 
is open to all,—the most 
highly educated, and 
the most illiterate,—the 
evidence of experience. 
God invites us to prove 
for ourselves the reality 
of His word, the truth 
of His promises. He 
bids us “taste and see 
that the Lord is good.” 
Psalm 34:8. Instead 
of depending upon the 
word of another, we are 
to taste for ourselves. 
He declares, “Ask, and 
ye shall receive.” John 
16:24. His promises will 
be fulfilled. They have 
never failed; they never 
can fail. And as we draw 
near to Jesus, and re-
joice in the fullness of 
His love, our doubt and 
darkness will disap-
pear in the light of His 
presence. 

The apostle Paul says 
that God “hath deliv-
ered us from the power 
of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the 
kingdom of His dear 
Son.” Colossians 1:13. 
And everyone who has 
passed from death unto 
life is able to “set to his 
seal that God is true.” 
John 3:33. He can testi-
fy, “I needed help, and I 
found it in Jesus. Every 
want was supplied, the 
hunger of my soul was 
satisfied; and now the 
Bible is to me the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ. Do 

you ask why I believe in 
Jesus? Because He is 
to me a divine Saviour. 
Why do I believe the 
Bible? Because I have 
found it to be the voice 
of God to my soul.” We 
may have the witness in 
ourselves that the Bible 
is true, that Christ is the 
Son of God. We know 
that we are not follow-
ing cunningly devised 
fables. 

Peter exhorts his breth-
ren to “grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 
3:18. When the people 
of God are growing 
in grace, they will be 
constantly obtaining 
a clearer understand-
ing of His word. They 
will discern new light 
and beauty in its sacred 
truths. This has been 
true in the history of the 
church in all ages, and 
thus it will continue to 
the end. “The path of the 
righteous is as the light 
of dawn, that shineth 
more and more unto the 
perfect day.” Proverbs 
4:18, R.V., margin. 

By faith we may look to 
the hereafter and grasp 
the pledge of God for a 
growth of intellect, the 
human faculties uniting 
with the divine, and ev-
ery power of the soul be-
ing brought into direct 
contact with the Source 
of light. We may rejoice 
that all which has per-
plexed us in the provi-
dences of God will then 
be made plain, things 
hard to be understood 
will then find an expla-
nation; and where our 
finite minds discovered 
only confusion and bro-
ken purposes, we shall 
see the most perfect 
and beautiful harmony. 
“Now we see through a 
glass, darkly; but then 
face to face: now I know 
in part; but then shall I 
know even as also I am 
known.” 1 Corinthians 
13:12.

Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. 
White. All Rights Reserved.
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By Orville Williams

“Do not travel to Antigua 
and Barbuda due to 
Covid-19.” That’s the 
first line of the US State 
Department’s latest 
travel advisory for the 
twin island nation, issued 
yesterday.

This advisory comes 
despite the significant re-
duction in the country’s 
new reported infections, 
amid the loosening of re-
strictions like the nightly 
curfew and in-restaurant 
dining, and ahead of the 
resumption of cruise 
tourism in a few months’ 
time.

The US Embassy in 
Bridgetown, Barbados, 
issued a statement on the 
advisory yesterday, say-
ing effective this week, 
the State Department is 
adopting the [US Centers 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention] CDC’s 
“Level 4: Covid-19 Very 
High” travel health notice 
for some Caribbean coun-
tries – including Antigua 
and Barbuda – that rec-
ommends no travel.

When issued by the 
CDC back in November 
last year, the same advi-
sory came under intense 
scrutiny, particularly as 
the country’s infection 
rate was rather low in 

comparison to some re-
gional neighbours which 
had higher infection rates, 
but were categorised as 
posing a ‘moderate risk’ 
at the time.

Foreign Affairs Minister 
EP Chet Greene ex-
pressed shock upon 
getting the news of 
that advisory, while he, 
Tourism Minister Charles 
Fernandez, and many oth-
ers immediately feared 
for the potential fallout 
within the tourism sector, 
as a result of changed at-
titudes to travel and more 
directly, cancelled trips.

The very real threat to 
tourism, coupled with the 
perceived “unfairness” 
prompted intervention by 
Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Ambassador to the 
United States, Sir Ronald 
Sanders, who expressed 
the country’s concern to 
the US authorities.

Sir Ronald later explained 
that the change came as a 
result of technical factors 
– a change in the CDC’s 
assessment methods and 
the use of “outdated” 
data – and he advised 
that a revision would be 
forthcoming. That revi-
sion saw the country 
downgraded to a Level 2: 
Moderate warning, until 

March this year when it 
was returned to Level 4.

It is currently unclear 
whether the State 
Department’s adoption 
of the CDC’s ‘very high’ 
travel advisory will come 
with any additional and/
or greater impacts, but it 
certainly is a dent in the 
hopes of several groups, 
including the hospitality, 
aviation and local trans-
portation sectors, that are 
all looking forward to 
an improvement in their 
business.

Concerns will no doubt 
be had in this situation, 
especially since current 
Covid-19 numbers have 
been low for several 
weeks and the country 
has begun to slowly open 
up.

Starting August this year, 
the Crystal Symphony 
vessel – under the man-
agement of Crystal 
Cruises – is scheduled to 
homeport in Antigua for 
luxury excursions lasting 
until the end of December.

Along with the prospects 
of that and other poten-
tial cruise business, talks 
of increased airlift to the 
island have been bandied 
about lately, which if 
confirmed, would be big 
news for the many that 
benefit from traffic at the 

VC Bird International 
Airport.

The adoption of this travel 
advisory could only raise 
just a few heads, given 
the fact that the CDC’s 
similar advisory was al-
ready in place. However, 
the thousands of people 

gearing up for movement 
in the tourism sector will 
definitely be keeping 
their fingers crossed that 
it doesn’t interfere with 
the prospects for financial 
stimulation.

Along with Antigua and 
Barbuda, the statement 
from the embassy noted 
that Barbados, St Lucia, 
and St Vincent and the 
Grenadines were also 
included in the travel 
advisory update, along 
with a number of other 
countries.

US Travel Advisory: Don’t Go to A&B, 
Barbados, SV&G, St. Lucia
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Nature Correspondent Banking
Letter from Challengers                                 April 19, 2021                                  Scribed by Perryette Peets

To: Hon. Dr. Timothy 
Harris, Prime Minister 
and Minister of Lands.

Hon. Lindsey Grant, 
Minister of Tourism, 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
Constituency #4

Dear Sirs,

Re: Challengers Sports 
and Social Centre

Warmest Federal 
Greetings to you.

We are Challengers. That 
is who we are.

In this indomitable spirit 
we enthusiastically em-
brace our Government’s 
vision to deepen, widen 
and strengthen our 
Domestic and Diaspora 
Tourism ecosystem.

Concordantly, we cor-
dially invite you to kindly 
consider cartwheeling 
our ardent embrace into a 
graceful dance of mutual 
delight at the captioned 
venue.

In this direction our first 
coordinated steps are:

1). To request that you 
kindly assist James 
Buchanan and Associates 
in drawing an up-
dated cadastral map of 
Challengers/Stonefort 
showing land ownership 
and use. This map is a 
priority requirement for 
expediting our plans to 
dovetail Government’s 
Rails to Trails Project. 
That project proposes to 
re-open trails to our nu-
merous historic, iconic 
features. This fits our ob-
jective to regularise land 
ownership in Challengers 
Village proper. And there-
by facilitate reopening the 
paths and alleyways to 
the numerous overgrown 
land lots and dilapidated 
buildings. We endeavour 
to respond adequately to 
many owners of these 
properties who reside in 
diaspora and desire to 
invest in the restoration 
of their properties. There 
are profound reasons un-
derlying their desire to 
maintain and strengthen 
bonds with their roots. 

Some want to utilize their 
properties as affordable 
retirement homes; some, 
for winter, convalescence, 
and vacation retreats 
for their families and 
friends. And some want 
simply to peacefully and 
quietly indulge nostalgic 
sentiments incidental to 
seniors and people who 
are freed from bondage 
and oppression. Whatever 
the motivation, we in-
tend to assist our fellow 
Challengers enjoy their 
Property and Democratic 
rights.

It is widely known that 
Challengers village is 
iconic due to being the 
first location on St. Kitts 
where ex-slaves, eman-
cipated in 1835 were 
allowed, in 1848, the 
privilege to own the land 
that they lived on. This 
distinction of itself is a 
powerful tourist attrac-
tion. Our goal is to make 
the village fit for habita-
tion and for Kin and folk 
tourism.

Another good example 
of our joint objectives 
is to reopen the trail to 
Marcus of the woods ref-
uge. Marcus of the woods 
is the most prominent 
slave escapee on St. Kitts. 
His refuge is located in 
the forested Stonefort 
Mountains. Challenger, 
Mr. Emile Davis has 
conceptualised and is 
masterfully fabricating 
an attractive, inspirational 
monument to the Caribs, 
Marcus and all other 
Resisters of genocide, 
colonialization, slavery, 
and every kind of cruelty 
be it indenture, human 
trafficking, pauperiza-
tion, mass incarceration, 
desecration of family, 
religion, sacred tradition, 
rituals and sacraments, 
mind and body. Mr. Davis 
anticipates your kind, in-
dispensable cooperation 
in placing and mounting 
the monument.   

2). Our second prior-
ity request to the Federal 
Government is to as-
sist the employment 
of a capable, reputable 
Challenger to fill the role 
of Caretaker/Manager of 
the captioned facility. Her 

or His main responsibility 
is the day to day upkeep of 
the buildings and grounds 
and to coordinate neigh-
bouring properties and 
businesses in a symbiotic 
working relationship that 
will redound to the best 
collective interests of all 
stakeholders.

 Also, the Manager will be 
responsible for coordinat-
ing visits to/ and events 
at the Challengers Sports 
and Social Centre.

3). Our third perhaps 
most pressing point of our 
embrace is to persuade 
the Government to assist 
resident business Doyling 
Back-hoe and Trucking in 
ongoing coastal and river-
bank revetment; and, ex-
cavation of the Net ball/
Lawn Tennis court.

The main objectives of 
these conservation and 
development earth- works 
are: 

i). to restore, conserve 
and provide public access 
to the black sand beach 
at Challengers Bay. It is 
an essential community 
utility and recreational 
facility. Furthermore, 
Challengers Bay is the 
site of departure from St. 
Kitts of escapees of the 
massacre of the Caribs, 
who are the indigenous in-
habitants of Liamiga, the 
Carib name for St. Kitts. 
The genocidal massacre 
that occurred in 1626 at 
Bloody River was jointly 
conspired and perpetrated 
by the British and French. 
The escaping Caribs 
skilfully navigated their 
canoes from Challengers 
Bay to safety in Dominica 
and St. Vincent.

ii). A second objective 
of coastal  revetment is 
to conserve and protect 
the football and cricket 
field, the Challengers 
Pentecostal Church 
Cemetery and the Carib 
Ceremonial Bathing 
pools at Bloody Point.

Our enthusiasm for part-
nering with Government 
in said conservation 
projects is fuelled by our 
Christian commitment 
to fully and responsibly 

discharge our divine 
Commission and man-
date to honour, cherish 
and praise the tireless ef-
fort and priceless sacrifice 
of civic minded, freedom-
loving Challengers. In 
addition to the aforemen-
tioned, this noble band 
of Challengers include 
but is not limited to in-
dividuals such as Estella 
Bowers, Elman Phillip, 
Bronte Welsh, Vincent 
and Sir Probyn Innis, 
Wilfred Welsh, Emile 
Davis, Oliver Spencer, 
Ralph Cranston-Brown 
(a.ka. Junie, Spoddaro, 
The Rock), Riddel 
Marshall and numerous 
other outstanding follow-
ers and leaders in human 
development institutions 
such as Family, Health 
and Hospitality, Church, 
Education, Entertainment, 
Finance, Construction, 
Grocery market, Sports 
and Athletics, Industry 
etc. who bolster our col-
lective, indomitable spirit.

Fulfilment of the divine 
mandate to conserve and 
celebrate our rich heritage 
is for us; a moral impera-
tive; an ethical instinct; a 
universal ritual and sacra-
ment of sacred worship; a 
rudimentary, fundamental 
manifestation of civility.  

We pray the foregoing 
is sufficient to win your 
favour and rouse your fer-
vour for prompt incisive 
action.

In this regard Cash con-
tributions can be depos-
ited into Bank of Nevis 
Account # (under negotia-
tion as at April 13, 2021). 
We are shopping for Bank 
and Currency Combos 
that play Nature’s sweet, 
melodious compositions 
of arithmetic logic, geo-
metric symmetry and 
delicate modulation. It is 
understandable and we 
expect that each combo 
will play its unique ren-
dition of rock of ages n 
roll to times. Four sample 
music scores of the en-
chanting, easy- to- master 
Natural compositions are 
displayed in diagrams ac-
companying this letter.

The said display is scien-
tific proof that a Natural 

year consists of 364 days; 
52 weeks @ 7 days per 
week; 13 months @ 4 
weeks per month; and, 4 
seasons @ 13 weeks per 
season. 

Concordantly, a standard 
day consists of 26 hours; 
13 hours of night fol-
lowed by 13 hours of day-
light. The said display is 
entitled Never Again Be 
Defrauded Of Time.

Time and values, un-
doubtedly, are core com-
ponents of our cognitive 
mechanism. Time and 
values are the basic en-
cryption code of our 
genome. The genome is 
Nature’s conservatory 
of creative, protective, 
remodelling formulas, 
methods, tools, strategies, 
tactics and techniques. 
It is the factory that pro-
duces the epic movie that 
chronicles creation and 
evolution of ecology, life 
and civilization. In the 
genome movie-factory 
the tapes of creative and 
survival activity through-
out the billions of years 
of Earth’s history are 
spliced, sequenced, coiled 
and conserved await-
ing retrieval, projection 
and play to thrill and 
enlighten us – the cap-
tivated audience. To put 
it another way, synchro-
nizing our clocks with 
natural biological clocks 
and the celestial clock of 
the sun moon and stars is 
a necessary prerequisite 
for accurate navigation of 
the ocean of life- saving 
information conserved in 
the genome. 

Humankind’s attainment 
of the ability to navigate 
Nature’s treasure throve 
of engineering manuals 
opens wide the prospects 
of imminent attainment of 
the God-given choice to 
live indefinitely in earthly 
paradise of exquisite de-
light and abundant peace. 
That is the rationale for 
our quest for a Nature 
Compliant Currency 
(NCC$) and a Nature 
Correspondent Bank.

To summarise and con-
clude, we repeat as 
follows:

A) The Challengers 
Conservation Mandate 
is to, by June 2025, re-
store Challengers Village 
to Social and Economic 
viability by making it in-
habitable and fit for Kin n 
Folk Tourism.

 Challengers Village, our 
most iconic settlement is 
in a deplorable condition 
that does not reflect our 
indomitable spirit.

 To remedy this gaping 
societal deficiency the  
Challengers Conservation 
Mandate desires to dove-
tail the Government’s 
Rails to Trails Project.

B) L u c r a t i v e , 
Divine, Domestic, 
Diaspora and Diverse 
sources of technical and 
financial resources re-
quired for conservation 
of Challengers Village 
are accessible through 
the launch of a Nature 
Compliant Currency, an 
NCC$.

C) An NCC$ 
is money issued by a 
Government that is clock-
wise; trustworthy, nimble, 
progressive. There is im-
mutable evidence that 
its Monetary Policy is 
correspond- dent with 
Natural Law and Science; 
Graphics and Mechanics.

D)  That 
Government possesses 
the Intellectual Propriety 
to numerically correlate 
Analogue with Digital 
clockworks; and correlate 
Biological and Celestial 
clockworks; and smooth-
ly integrate all four clock-
works into one simple, 
absolute, incorruptible 
accounting system.  Such 
competence is evident 
by that Government’s 
adoption of the Sanctified 
Calendar, Clocks and 
Globes shown in the sci-
entific display accompa-
nying this letter.        

We look forward to a fruit-
ful working relationship.

Yours respectfully,

Challengers Conservation 
Mandate.
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St. Vincent: 
Harbor Filled 

as Volcano 
Continues to 

Erupt

A Venezuelan vessel with relief supplies is 
currently unable to dock in Kingstown due to 
the high traffic of ships at the Port.
The vessel which is sitting out at sea is carry-
ing supplies from St Lucia and Cuba. It was 
supposed to arrive at 1:30 pm Wednesday but 
there is no room for the vessel to dock.

The situation has been described as a bit cha-
otic as now the other vessels that are docked 
are trying to offload their supplies quickly to 
make room for the Venezuelan ship.
Seismic activity at La Soufrière continued the 
pattern established after the explosive activity 
on April 18.

The UWI Seismic Research Center says 
small long-period and hybrid earthquakes 
continued to be recorded. The network also 
recorded a few rockfalls and volcano-tectonic 
earthquakes.

No seismic tremor has been recorded in the 
last 12 hours.

Vincentians continue to clean ash from their 
surroundings as well as cope in evacuation 
centres across the island.

PHOTO:

A woman and a girl walk wearing protec-
tive head coverings walk on a street cov-
ered with volcanic ash a day after the La 
Soufriere volcano erupted, in Kingstown, 
on the eastern Caribbean island of St. 
Vincent, AP photo
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Sir Ronald Sanders
[i] Sir Ronald Sanders is Antigua and Bar-
buda’s Ambassador to the United States 

and the OAS, and High Commissioner to 
Canada. He served twice as High Commis-

sioner to the United Kingdom, served on the 
Board of Governors of the Commonwealth 
Secretariat and as Adviser to the Secretariat 
and the World Bank on a vulnerability index 

doe small states.

COMMENTARY

Less outrage at US caution on travel - 
more action to open economies 

By Sir Ronald Sanders 

(The writer is Antigua and 
Barbuda’s Ambassador to 
the United States and the 
Organization of American 
States.   He is also a Senior 
Fellow at the Institute 
of Commonwealth 
Studies at the University 
of London and Massey 
College in the University 
of Toronto.  The views 
expressed are entirely his 
own) 

In Antigua and Barbuda 
and Barbados there is out-
rage in some quarters that 
the US Embassy, accred-
ited to these countries, 
has listed them as ‘Level 
4 – very high’ for risk of 
infection with the corona-
virus.  Under this catego-
rization, the US Embassy 
cautions their citizens and 
residents not to travel to 
these countries. 

Even though it may 
be based on misunder-
standings of the criteria 
being applied by the 
US Embassy, the out-
rage is understandable 
for two reasons.  First, 
Antigua and Barbuda 
and Barbados rank at 26 
and 33 respectively of 
the countries that have 
inoculated a high percent-
age of their population 
with at least one dose of 
a vaccine.  Antigua and 
Barbuda has vaccinated 
29.4 percent of their in-
habitants and Barbados 
24.75 per cent as of April 
22. Second, the numbers 
of infected persons are de-
clining in both countries.

    

These factual situations 
suggest that the two coun-
tries should not be on the 
highest level of caution to 
US residents who com-
prise a significant num-
ber of the tourists to the 

Caribbean.  However, to 
be fair to the US Embassy, 
its travel advisories have 
been issued in accordance 
with new measurements 
issued by the Centres 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) in the 
US.    

Under those new yard-
sticks, Antigua and 
Barbuda and Barbados 
join eight other Caribbean 
countries at ‘Level -4’.  
These eight countries 
are among the main 
Caribbean competitors 
for US tourism.   They 
are: The Bahamas, the 
Dominican Republic, 
Guyana, Jamaica, St 
Lucia, St Vincent and 
the Grenadines, US 
Virgin Islands and Saint 
Martin.  Furthermore, 
much larger, and richer 
countries are also on the 
current ‘Level 4’ list, in-
cluding Canada, the UK, 
Germany, Switzerland 
and Sweden.  Therefore, 
the ‘Level 4’ categoriza-
tion should not be re-
garded as an attempt to 
disadvantage Antigua and 
Barbuda or Barbados. 

Through no fault of the 
governments or the health 
authorities of the two 
countries and, despite the 
herculean efforts that both 
have made amid gravely 
declining revenues, the 
single event that ran afoul 
of the new CDC criteria 
is the spike in the num-
ber of infected persons 
over the 28-day cycle, 
preceding the travel advi-
sory.   These spikes took 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
Barbados over the thresh-
old set for infected cases 
per 100 persons of the 
population.   

 

Regrettably, what this 
boils down to is the 

refusal of some sections 
of the population to fol-
low the rules set down for 
masking and physical dis-
tancing. Those, who have 
ignored safety rules, con-
tributed to spikes in the 
number of infected cases.  
Those, who now refuse to 
be vaccinated, are ready 
hosts for the virus to in-
fect.  They, too, are con-
tributing to the likelihood 
of increasing cases. 

Governments understand 
both the frustration that 
people feel from living in 
the restrictions, caused by 
COVID-19, over the last 
year, as well as the fear 
that has been generated 
about being inoculated.  
Therefore, they have been 
systematically trying to 
ease restrictions, recog-
nizing that no country in 
the world can eliminate 
them while the pandemic 
prevails.    

Indeed, until at least 70 to 
80 per cent of any coun-
try’s population is vac-
cinated, the removal of 
restrictions, that everyone 
craves, will not happen. 
This is why everyone 
should be willing to en-
dure the restrictions until 
inoculation reaches herd 
immunity.   

If the spikes in infection 
continue because of dis-
regard for safety rules and 
refusal to be vaccinated, 
then the US and other 
countries will be con-
strained, in their own in-
terest, to recommend that 
their people do not visit.  

 

What all this says is that 
people in the Caribbean 
can influence the level 
of caution at which their 
countries are placed by 

the CDC in the US and by 
agencies in other coun-
tries.  Those who choose 
to ignore the safety rules 
are endangering their 
own health and the per-
sons with whom they are 
in most contact.  They 
are also imperilling the 
livelihoods of everyone 
else in their countries by 
delaying the time when 
the economies can open, 
bringing back jobs; gener-
ating income and savings; 
and restoring freedom.  

 

An observation of 
Dominican-born, Dr 
Carissa Etienne, the in-
defatigable Director of 
the Pan American Health 
Organization, is worth 
recalling: “Every person 
that is hesitant to get the 
vaccine can become part 
of the sad statistics – one 
of the thousands of deaths 
that occur daily due to 
COVID-19”. 

Given the current dire 
circumstances of most 
Caribbean economies, 
particularly the ones 
highly dependent on tour-
ism, they need to open 
soon to have any chance 
of shortening a painful 
period to recovery.  

Conversations will be 
held with the CDC in 
the coming days by dip-
lomatic representatives 
like me and agents of 
health authorities – as has 
happened in the past – to 
review the level at which 
Caribbean countries are 
listed.   The CDC has 
no interest in harming 
Caribbean countries.   
Once the rate of infection 
is reduced and testing and 
inoculations continue, 
the agency will adjust the 
level.   

How soon Caribbean 
countries get to levels 2 
and 1, removing travel 
cautions, is dependent 
on how committed 
Caribbean people are to 
making themselves as 
free as possible of the 
coronavirus.  

This is not a time to 
be outraged at the ef-
forts of others to protect 

their own; it is a time 
for Caribbean people do 
everything necessary to 
protect themselves. 

Responses and previous 
commentaries: www.sir-
ronaldsanders.com
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