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PM announces easing of
restrictions for fully vaccinated
By Loshaun Dixon

Prime
Minister
Dr
Timothy Harris has announced the easing of
COVID-19 restrictions
on people in, or entering
St. Kitts and Nevis who
have been fully vaccinated, starting next month.
Dr. Harris noted that over
the last couple of weeks,
they have listened to calls
and requests to some
changes in the COVID-19
protocols for persons who
are fully vaccinated.
“Based on the recommendations of our health
experts, my cabinet has
approved the following beneficial changes
for those who are fully
vaccinated as part of our
phased response to the
evolving
COVID-19
situation.”
He said Cabinet has approved that it shall reduce
the quarantine period currently now in place.
“Our medical experts
have recommended that
we reduce the quarantine
period for the fully vaccinated inbound air travellers to St. Kitts and Nevis
from 14 days to nine days,
effective May 1.”
Dr Harris also confirmed
that effective May 20th,
fully vaccinated spectators can access venues of
amateur and recreational
sporting events, the same
for cultural events and
parties.

patrons participate - must
continue to adhere to existing protocols.
“Weddings, funerals and
church services can be
considered examples of
mixed events, where both
the vaccinated and nonvaccinated congregate.
For those events, the existing protocols remain.”
Dr Harris said that though
vaccines are scarce globally, they are available to
St. Kitts and Nevis.
“I want to urge our people
again to get vaccinated.
The longer you delay, it is
likely that vaccines may
not be available when
you decide that you are
ready.”
He said vaccination
provides a pathway to a
stronger and safer future
through job growth, high
incomes and increased
opportunities, especially
for young people.
The Prime Minister offered commendations to
the 12,298 who were vaccinated up until Tuesday.
“Come the first week of
May, thousands will be
stepping forward to take
the second dose of the
AstraZeneca Vaccines.”

interest of public health.
We have seen this being
already
implemented,
with requirements of being fully vaccinated in
order to travel or reduced
or no quarantine periods
for vaccinated travellers
in some countries, or
being vaccinated a requirement to attend mass
gatherings.”

of reaching it, be shared
evenly amongst society’s
individual members.

He said the decision
to have only vaccinated spectators at the
Caribbean
Premier
League to begin here in
late August is justified, as
it will significantly reduce
the chance of this becoming a super spreader
event.

“We cannot return to
what 2019 was, with one
million cruise ship passengers and over 130,000
stay over visitors.”

“The decision to only
have fully vaccinated
individuals at other sporting events is also justified
in the interest of public
health. The cost to an individual is small in the act
of getting vaccinated, but
the benefits to all are tremendous. Also, the harm
to others by choosing not
to get vaccinated is large
for some, the ultimate
cost is their life.”

“This is not to force anyone to take the vaccine.

Dr Wilkinson said there is
a moral obligation to get
vaccinated, individually
and collectively.

“Fully vaccinated cultural
and entertainment events
can be favourably considered, whereby only fully
vaccinated patrons are allowed entrance. This has
a recommended start date
of July 19 2021.”

Medical Chief of Staff
of the JNF Hospital, Dr.
Cameron
Wilkinson,
suggested that a modest
penalty for not being vaccinated in a grave public
health emergency could
be justifiable

“We have a moral obligation and duty to get vaccinated, so that business
can get back to normal,
so our lives can return
to normal, so our country can return to normal.
Teachers who choose to
not be vaccinated should
not be putting the lives
of children at risk, as
they are not eligible to
be vaccinated and remain
vulnerable to the disease,
and are dependent on the
adults around them for
protection.”

He noted, however, that
mixed events - that is,
events where both vaccinated and non-vaccinated

“For example, restriction of movement for
unvaccinated individuals can be justified in the

He said herd immunity
benefits society collectively, so it is only fair
that the responsibility

With cruise ships set to return fully in July, he said
it was an opportunity for
fully vaccinated taxi operators, and all those who
benefit from cruise tourism, to take advantage.

Racquel Brown, CEO
of the St. Kitts Tourism
Authority, said the only
way for everyone to
benefit from tourism and
have the impact and trickle-down effects is through
vaccination

She said when Seabourn
Odyssey returns in July,
only bubble-vaccinated
tours will be permitted.

However, how can the
destination when passengers are required to
be vaccinated and crew
are required to be vaccinated by cruise lines…
how then can we market
the destination by maintaining our record of being safe if we also do not
have bubble-vaccinated
tours, meaning that our
tour and attraction operators are not vaccinated?”
She said there is the hope
that tour operators and
vaccinated
operators
will get everyone in their
homes vaccinated.

“If you are not vaccinated
you run the risk of exposing, at a higher level, your

family to COVID-19, and
the little ones need to be
protected.”
She said that all crew and
passengers over 18 years
old must be vaccinated,
and children under 18
must have a negative
RT PCR test taken 72
hours prior to homeport
departure.
“All
travel-approved
tours and attractions, employees and agents interacting with the vessel and
engaging in tours must
be vaccinated. These include ship agents, SKTA
staff, SCASPA staff,
Immigration, Customs,
Taxi and Tour operators and shore excursion
teams.”
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Brantley to Non-Nationals:

“No jab, no work permit”

Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley
By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis Mark
Brantley announced this
past week that no work
permits or renewal of
residency will be issued,
unless the applicants
are vaccinated against

provide evidence that they
have been vaccinated. We
feel as if this is a reasonable measure to take in
the circumstances,” he
said.
Brantley noted that if nonnationals do not provide

we are seeing other places
introducing it. We want
the support of the nonnational community in
this regard . Incidentally,
we have been advised that
the non-national community constitutes the highest percentage of persons

Brantley noted that if non-nationals do not
provide proof of vaccination, then documents
will not be issued to them.
COVID-19.
Speaking at his monthly
Press conference on
Wednesday,
Brantley
said that as a government,
they have continually
tried to see what they can
do to tighten the safety
and security of Nevisians,
and have recognized that
Nevis has been a very
popular destination for
persons seeking work,
and those that are seeking
to live on the island.
“The Premier’s offices
handle work permits;
it handles residencies.
Effective May 2021, anyone seeking work permits
or residency or seeking to
renew their work permit
or residency, will have to

proof of vaccination, then
documents will not be issued to them.
The Observer questioned
Brantley as to what happens if non-nationals
refuse to get vaccinated.
He said that “the consequence of being on island
without being (vaccinated) leaves all the legal
options open.”
Brantley noted that it
is customary for nonnationals seeking work
permits and residency, to
submit evidence that they
are free of tuberculosis
and syphilis, but now they
are required to be vaccinated against COVID-19.
“This is not novel, because

who have already taken
the first shot of the vaccine. We are optimistic
that this will not negatively impact anyone,” he
said.
Brantley noted that if people have medical reasons
for not taking the vaccine,
then they must present
evidence of that from
their doctor, and that will
put them in the category
of persons that are not allowed to take the vaccine.
“We thought that this
measure to be introduced
as of May 1 is a reasonable measure to combat
this disease at this point in
time, and encourage those
out there to take the vaccine,” he said.
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Policing redirected
With some people, you can kill them, but you cannot make them die.
They live forever.
Such is the case with 46 year old George Floyd, whose last 9½ minutes
on earth was snuffed out by 4 murderous policemen. That period has
proved to be the most impactful and profound 10 minutes of his life, and
will cause him to live forever. That life has and will continue to have
profound effects on the society of the United States. We commend the
jurors for their diligence in convicting Chauvin, the first Policeman to be
tried.
We must also commend Ms Frazer, the girl who recognized the wrong
doing while it was happening and had the courage and foresight to record
the incident. She epitomizes what we must do when “they come for the
Jews” amongst us.
In the USA, the police must have seen that they were being recorded.
They must have known that there are cameras all over the place – they
themselves may have put some of them. They heard the cries of the
spectators. They heard the pleadings of their victim. Yet they shood the
crowd and “restrained” the man until after he was dead. That seems very
much like intent to us.
That is why the guilty verdict on the former police officer does not
surprise any of us, perhaps not even the perpetrators. They themselves,
through their defense team admit that it looked “bad”. The jury
rightfully rejected their explanation about fear; 4 of them vs one
handcuffed man, head pinned under a vehicle and in a drain by 3 of
them is not a convincing explanation of fear. Sadly, we know why they

behaved that way.
But let us step back for a bit to examine causes of interactions with police
in the USA. Stanford University, in a 2019 research paper by Erika
Ortiz, stated that each year, about 20Million drivers are being stopped for
fairly minor traffic violations, as well as for petty fraud. These are issues
that do not do bodily harm and can be handled through surveillance
rather than intervention. The store clerk could have refused Floyd’s bill?
Traffic infractions can be recorded electronically and charged via the
post. Police would then be freer to interdict “hard” crime.
It is against these questions that we feel that police need re-direction in
the first instance rather than de-funding. There need to be more focus
on actual crime prevention and less on traffic violations, much of which
may be involuntary. The police need to work on stopping mass shootings
which actually do bodily harm. And when they do traffic stops, the
modus operandi needs to change to be less confrontational than it appears
to be.
And most of all, the police need to be have less twitchy trigger fingers.
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Brand new
roads coming
to Butlers
By Monique Washington

On Monday (April 26),
the Ministry of Public
Works in the Nevis Island
Administration hosted
a Town Hall meeting at
the Butlers Community
Centre,
highlighting
plans for a multimilliondollar road project.
The Minister in charge
of Public Works, Hon
Spencer Brand said that

and paving the road with
asphalt,” he said.
Williams noted that the
project is estimated to cost
around EC$3.8 Million
for about 5200 feet of the
road. “Approximately a
mile will be completed.”
Williams said that the
road works will be
done by Public Works,
while the property walls
and other civil works

and fine-tune our design
a little bit, just to incorporate any comments that
would have come out of
the town hall”.
“Once that is finished,
we are going to stake out
where the road will be.
We have to identify where
the widened areas are going to be; what trees will
be affected; what electrical poles will be affected.
Simply put, we will be

0ne of the roads in Butlers that will be reconstructed
Case Number :NEVHPB2021/0020

He added that other roads will not
be reconstructed at this time, but
will be rehabilitated.
he was elated, “because
the government and the
Cabinet have taken a decision that the time has
come for the people of
Butlers to see some improvement in their road
infrastructure”.
On
Tuesday,
the
Observer spoke with
Jevon Williams, Director
of the Public Works
Department, who highlighted the plans for the
community, and noted
that the project may be a
little challenging.
“For the Butlers Village
road rehabilitation and
construction project, we
will be doing mostly
reconstruction. We will
be doing the major networking roads in Butlers
village. Digging up of
the concrete road, widening, building new walls,
putting down new drains

will be done by private
contractors.
“It will be mostly private contractors from St.
James and the Butlers
area,” he advised.
Williams pointed out that
four lengths of roads are
expected to be completed
for this project - the road
into Butlers from the
Butlers Health Centre to
the top of the Hill by the
old church; the two-strip
road to the top of the hill;
the road at the first intersection heading towards
the Butlers Community
Centre; and the widening of the road by the
Seventh-Day Adventist
Church, from 12-14 feet
to 17 feet.
Williams noted that based
on the town hall meeting
and the comments, “we
will take about a week
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going through a period of
stakeout survey and identifying property boundaries,” he said.
Williams disclosed that
they are setting a tentative date of starting some
property walls about a
month from now. Though
he is unable to give an
exact start date or how
long the project will
take, he said by the end
of the year, “the project
would have progressed
substantially”.

He added that other roads
will not be reconstructed
at this time, but will be
rehabilitated - meaning paving them over.
However, he ensured
that, “we are firmly committed to the four-lengths
of roads”.

31st

March
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Dr. Laws: ‘Learn from Anguilla’

Chief Medical Officer in St Kitts and Nevis, Dr Hazel Laws
By Loshaun Dixon

Chief Medical Officer
in St Kitts and Nevis, Dr
Hazel Laws, has called
on the Federation to learn
lessons from the situation
in Anguilla, where that
country has had to return
to lockdowns following
a spike in COVID-19

She said that there is a lesson in that occurrence for
St. Kitts and Nevis.
“ I think as a Federation
we need to monitor our
borders very closely, and
so we are pleading to all
of society to come on
board, in terms of helping
us monitor our borders.”

now on a two-week lockdown with immediate
effect from last Thursday
(April 22). This was initiated following the discovery of a COVID cluster
on the island, with some
three persons having been
tested positive for the
virus.

“ I think as a Federation we need to
monitor our borders very closely”
cases.
Dr. Laws on Wednesday
noted that their health
colleagues in Anguilla
would have identified a
cluster of cases one week
ago that has caused panic
on that island
“Between last Wednesday
and yesterday, they would
have identified 60 positive cases linked to this
cluster. It is alleged that
the genesis of this cluster arose out of undocumented migrants that
would have come out of
St. Martin.”

Dr. Laws pleaded with
residents who live near
the coast to report any suspicious activity related to
strange vessels or people
who may have appeared
in their communities.
“If you are in Keys
Village,
Challengers,
Sandy Point, and you see
an unusual vessel pulling
ashore, and if you see any
strange faces in your community, it is your responsibility to call or reach out
to the police to make an
alert in this regard.”
According
to
The
Anguillan, the country is

As a result of the cluster,
more than 60 Anguillans
have tested positive for
the virus.
All persons in Anguilla,
other than those providing
essential services, will be
required to stay at home.
They are only permitted
to leave their residence to
seek medical care, including vaccinations, to buy
food or fuel.
Since the announcement,
long lines have been
observed at vaccination
centres.

St. Kitts
and Nevis to
host entire CPL
By Loshaun Dixon

The entire Hero Caribbean
Premier League (CPL)
cricket tournament will
be played here at Warner
Park in St. Kitts and
Nevis, starting August 28.
Minister of Sports Jonel
Powell on Tuesday at a
CPL press conference
made the announcement, noting that Cabinet
approved the hosting
on Monday. He also
highlighted that SKN
has registered only 44
COVID-19 cases to date,
with no deaths.

“And so we’re confident
in our ability to contribute to sport, and in this
regard, the CPL. It is my
pleasing duty to announce
that yesterday, the Federal
Cabinet of St Kitts and
Nevis approved the hosting of the entire 2021
CPL tournament here in
St Kitts and Nevis, to be
held at Warner Park, in
Basseterre.”
He said the hosting of the
games will offer significant economic benefits to
St. Kitts and Nevis
“We look forward to partnering with CPL. We look
forward to the tremendous economic benefits
that will flow from having
the entire tournament held
here, and the continued
cricket development that
ensues from the relationship between us, CPL,
the St Kitts and Nevis
Patriots, and our own local cricket association.”
Powell said that they
will maintain vigilance
to ensure that the health
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protocols are not compromised, and that the
country remains protected
from any serious spread
of COVID-19
“It will most certainly
help to revive the tourism sector that has been
struggling for over a year,
under the weight of the
deadly COVID-19 global
pandemic. Therefore, the
economic impact is forecast to be significant.”
He announced that fully
vaccinated fans will be allowed back into sporting
stadiums starting May 15.
“I am happy to announce
that as of May 15, 2021,
St Kitts and Nevis will
be allowing patrons to
attend all sporting events
to the extent of the capacity of 50 percent of
the venue. Those patrons
will have to be fully vaccinated with an approved
COVID-19 vaccine. This
will extend to all sporting
events, and will include
CPL. So we are looking
forward to hosting at least
50 percent of the capacity of our venues in terms
of the patrons who have
been fully vaccinated.”
Pete Russell, CPL’s Chief
Operating Officer, said
the 33-match event will
make it possible for enthusiasts to attend.

“From a CPL perspective,
we’re thrilled; delighted
to be back in St. Kitts.
As the Minister alluded
to, we have a great history going back to 2014,
and I have no doubt that
the games this year will
be as exciting and well
attended.

“And I’m thrilled to hear
this year that we’re going
to get 50% attendance;
because, as you know,
we’ve missed the crowds.
So we can’t wait to get
started, and as I stated, the
first ball will be bowled
on Saturday, August 28.”
According to Russell,
whether or not players
would have to be vaccinated is a matter that
would be determined by
the Chief Medical Officer.
“We had been the very
first to lead again this past
year. So I consider we led
the way in terms of the
protocols that we set in
areas that obviously have
now become a component
of most functions. We
were the first significantscale cricket tournament
back again, and that went
really successfully. You
have viewed that other
individuals have experienced their difficulties, so
the preparing and depth
that goes into making
these points materialise is
so vital.

“I assume that to have to
start with a totally vaccinated event is all over
again just showing the
environment; the way
ahead, and I am certain
that this will really encourage persons, definitely in the Federation, to
get their vaccines so that
they can appear and look
at some great cricket.”
He said he was confident
that Warner Park will
be equipped to handle
the burden of hosting 33
games in a four-week
period.

CPL Cricket at Warner Park (File Photo)

“As any agronomist will
know, to enjoy 33 video
games in a single location
is likely to be hard. What
we are blessed with in St.
Kitts is that there are six
grounds all-around the island, all of which can host
the practice. So we will be
creating use of the training amenities which are
away from Warner Park.”

location.

Russell noted that they
were aware of the challenges associated with
hosting the games at one

He noted that CPL employs a pitch consultant
from New Zealand who
works at Eden Park, and

“We’re completely mindful of the problems. We
are blessed that the soil
in the wicket in St Kitts
is some of the best in the
area. So we are incredibly
at ease that we will be in
a position to prepare some
extremely excellent decks
for the players.

has also dealt with US
grounds as well.
“The major problem is
to make sure the wickets
themselves stand the test
of time. We know exactly
the approach. We have a
block of five wickets to
operate with, and we have
got to make people confident that naturally they
are retained, refreshed, so
we can enjoy some wonderful cricket on them.”
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Vaccines’ impact remains relevant
– Health Minister
By Loshaun Dixon

attainment.”

Minister of Health Akilah
Byron-Nisbett has noted
the impact that vaccines
has had on the socio-economic systems of St. Kitts
and Nevis, and has indicated that these mechanisms are important, if the
federation is to turn the
tide for COVID-19.

Byron-Nisbett noted that
vaccines have been protecting the people of St
Kitts and Nevis and the
world over for decades.

Byron-Nisbett was at the
time making an address
in observance of World
Immunization Week, that
runs April 24 to 30.
She said the week was the
time of year when there is
substantial focus on vaccines to protect people of
all ages against disease,
and being cognizant that
immunization saves millions of lives every year,
and is widely recognized
as one of the world’s
most successful and costeffective public health
interventions.
She said the week is
celebrated under the
theme “Vaccines bring us
closer”.
“This is a compelling reminder of the power and
strength of vaccines to
save lives, through collective efforts and successful
immunization
campaigns.”
The Minister of Health
said the theme is even
more important when at
this juncture, globally, the
world is confronted with
the Coronavirus pandemic, that is wreaking havoc
on lives and livelihoods.
“Only vaccines and immunization can foster
physical proximity and
bring us closer to each
other.
“As more people are protected from COVID-19
through vaccination, our
goals of achieving maximal closeness again, reducing travel restrictions,
masking and distancing
requirements will undoubtedly be closer to

“Not only have vaccines
protected us for decades,
but it has been proven that
vaccines will continue to
help us with our usual,
traditional,
existential
way of life.”
She said the COVID-19
vaccines can free the
Federation, as other vaccines have done in relation to other dangerous
diseases.
“The COVID-19 vaccines will allow us to
freely gather safely,
whether for work, leisure,
learning, duty or worship;
will facilitate the building
of bridges across generations, protecting the very
young and old, by preventing disease transmission within households,
and among caregivers.”
She said a successful vaccination campaign will
help to reach full potential
and safeguard from dangerous vaccine-preventable diseases
“It is the Ministry’s fervent desire to see our
citizens and residents
venture out into communities, the workplace,
and the wider world, with
confidence to contribute
and thrive throughout
their lifespan.”
The Minister of Health
said that the potential can
only be realized with the
COVID-19 vaccine. She
said the Ministry can
effectively roll out the
COVID-19 vaccine.
“With a childhood immunization rate of over
96%, our citizens are accustomed to vaccinations.
It has become imperative
to depend on effective
vaccines to turn the tide
of this pandemic.

“However, the tide can
only be turned when we
reach a large number of
our population, no matter
where they live or who
they are.”
She warned that the consequences can be dire, if
vaccinations are too slow.
“If we fail to achieve this,
the impact on our health
and socio-economic systems will take months or
even years to reverse.
“The Ministry of Health
will vigorously engage
in its COVID-19 vaccination campaign and
remains committed to
demonstrate the value of
vaccines in the health of
children, communities
and the world.”
The Health Minister also
spoke about the successes of the Federation’s
National Immunization
Programme, which includes vaccines for the
prevention of the diseases
mentioned above, and
boasts of an admirable
childhood
immunization success rate of 96 to
98 percent from birth to
grade six.
In addition to the common childhood vaccines,
the influenza vaccine was
introduced in the St. Kitts
and Nevis immunization
programme in 2018, with
a focus on clients and
groups identified as high
risk.
“The targets and groups
are health care workers, pregnant women, older adults and
persons with chronic diseases. Further, the Human
Papillomavirus (HPV)
vaccine , was introduced
into the St Kitts and Nevis
National Immunization
programme in October
2019 to grade six students
with an impressive 92%
coverage, having seen
758 students vaccinated,
from a target population
of 824.”

Akilah Byron-Nisbett
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Nevis has received the bulk of severance
payments so far – Premier Brantley

By Monique Washington

With over thirty million
dollars already paid out
in severance payment by
the Federal Government,
the island of Nevis has received 69 percent of that
sum.
This is according to the
Premier of Nevis, Hon.
Mark Brantley.
Several people lost their
jobs due to the COVID-19
pandemic that caused
the borders of the twin
islands to be closed in
March 2020. Since then,
2884 claims have been
made to date - 1837 have
been processed, 1047 are
to be processed. Of the
1837 processed, 1789
persons have received
payment, and 48 are
awaiting payment. A total
of $30,042,565.65 has
been paid out. Employees
in Nevis have received 69
percent of that sum.
“We know that many of
our people who have lost
work and have applied
for severance payments
have up to date not yet received,” the Premier said.
“We are heartened, because we continue to

agitate at the federal level,
and to encourage a more
rapid movement there.”
Brantley said that the task
of sorting people’s severance had been deemed
overwhelming, as a number of issues have arisen.
“In fairness, they have
been overwhelmed. The
number of claims has
been quite considerable.”
Brantley explained some
of the issues that plagued
the Nevis claims.
“Just so that the public
understands some of the
difficulty, from what I
gather, particularly in relation to the Nevis claims,
we have some persons
in Nevis that work two
and three jobs and have
claimed two and three
times, so their names are
popping up on more than
one list. So they are having to redo those.
“There was also some
complaint in relation to
some employers of long
standing. When they
were asked when was
the start date of these
employees, they were
given a date 20-30 years
ago. It was not taken into

account that those businesses might have closed,
or that those employees
might have had severance
paid to them during the
course of that business,”
Brantley said.
He noted that another
issue was that some employers have not been
current with severance
payments.
“That too has delayed the
process, because some
employers have not been
responsible. Those are
some of the reasons that
have led to some delays.
I would want to assure
the public, particularly
workers here in Nevis…
we get a number of calls;
people are saying that
they are fed up, they’re
upset. I understand that,
but I will let you know
that the process is still
ongoing, and that we are
asking for their patience
as we try to ensure that
we are accurate.”
Brantley also provided a
measure of optimism for
those who are still waiting for their severance
payments.
“I can say to them that effort is being made.”
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Bahamas: Man Fined $4,000 for
Faking COVID Test

Nassau Guardian- A
lesson to everyone.
A man who put his
name on his sister’s
COVID-19 test was
yesterday fined $4,000.
Chavaz
Campbell
pleaded guilty to possession of a forged
document and uttering
a forged document after he tried to travel to
Abaco on the altered
test result.Police arrested Campbell at Lynden
Pindling International
Airport on April 24,
after they noticed discrepancies in the document that was said to
have been issued by
the Medical Pavilion.
The lab confirmed
that Campbell had not
taken a COVID-19 test
there.
With his ruse uncovered, Campbell told
police that he had paid
someone $5 on popular freelance marketplace Fiverr, to alter
the negative test result
that his sister had previously used to obtain
a travel health visa.
Campbell told Chief
Magistrate
Joyann
Ferguson-Pratt
that
he had been required
to travel to Marsh
Harbour, Abaco, at
short notice to photograph leaking dome
houses. He claimed
that he was fully
vaccinated
against
COVID-19 after getting his final dose of
the Pfizer vaccine in
New York in January.
Campbell said if his
travel had occurred
next month, he would
have been exempted
from taking a PCR
test, as announced by
Prime Minister Dr.
Hubert Minnis recently. However, the chief
magistrate said that
Campbell’s
alleged
vaccinated status was
not an issue before the
court. She said he was
arrested for forging a
negative test and that
his action could not be
justified.
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ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Health
professionals
ramp up
HIV/AIDS
and Syphilis fight
Medical Officer of Health on Nevis, Doctor Judy
Nisbett, said that it was “imperative” that HIV and
syphilis testing services continue, so that persons
can know their status, and in doing so, stop the
transmission of both diseases.
By Monique Washington

Health officials in the
Federation are ramping up their fight against
HIV/AIDS and Syphilis
by training health workers, along with National
Health Programme staff,
on ‘Point of Care’ service
and rapid HIV/ AIDS
testing.

On Monday, community health workers along
with National Health
Programme staff began
a week-long training on
rapid HIV\AIDS testing.
The workshop is a collaborative effort between
the St Kitts and Nevis
AIDS Programme, Nevis
Island
Administration,
Ministry of Health and
Gender and the HIV\
AIDS Coordinating Unit.
Medical Officer of Health
on Nevis, Doctor Judy
Nisbett, said that it was
“imperative” that HIV
and syphilis testing services continue, so that
persons can know their
status, and in doing so,
stop the transmission of
both diseases.

“Point of Care testing is
vitally important in the
fight against HIV and
syphilis. Point of Care services means that persons
readily get their results
within about 20 minutes
of testing, right there at
the point of service. As
such, persons are linked
to care immediately. I
want to stress linkage to
care, because if successful
in this course, you will be
new testers,” she said.
Nisbett told the trainees
that it is important to inform a client that tests
positive on how they can
access care, so that they
can enter into treatment
and get the care that they
need to continue to live
healthy and productive
lives.

“The objectives of the
workshop are to sensitize participants to the
importance of the impact
of HIV and syphilis testing, as well as reliability
on the treatment and care
provided to those infected. Participants with
technical
knowledge,
tools and skills perform

Dr Judy Nisbett

HIV and syphilis rapid
testing safely and reliably, and sensitize participants to the importance
of continuously applying
professional ethics when
performing HIV and
syphilis rapid testing,” she
said.
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Nadine
Carty-Caines,
Programme Coordinator
of the HIV Unit in the
Health Promotion Unit,
said that the purpose of
this rapid HIV training is
to provide access to the
rapid test for HIV and
AIDS to persons who
need, amongst other
things.
“Also to make it more accessible across various areas…not just in the health
setting, but also in various
communities, various different institutions, so that
persons can know their
status. And if they are
negative, that they know
the skill sets to stay negative, and if they are positive, how they can live
positively while positive
and make sure that they
have a healthy life, even
if they are diagnosed with
HIV,” she said.

IN THE ESTATE OF CARL WILLIAMS, a.k.a CARL WINSTON WILLIAMS late of Bricklin
Village, St. James Parish, Nevis, in the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis, who died on the 26th
day of March 2017, in the Island of Nevis.

AMENDED ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT

TAKE NOTICE that an Application has been filed by HAZEL BRANDY-WILLAIAMS of
Bricklin Village, St. James Parish, Nevis, in the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis,
and TRICIA NATHALIE WILLIAMS of Brown Hill in the Parish of St. John in the Island of Nevis
for a Grant of:

Letters of Administration to the Applicants who are the Wife of the deceased and the Daughter of the
deceased, the deceased having died intestate on the 26th day of March 2017.

Any person having an objection to the Grant of Letters of Administration to the application shall file
an objection within 14 days of the publication of this Notice.

Filed by Mitcham & Benjamin, Attorneys-at-Law for the Applicant. The Applicant’s address for service in relation to this
Application is: MITCHAM & BENJAMIN, New Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts. Telephone Number 466-2878, Fax Number 4656077.
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Cruise protocols
announced for
restart of sector
Racquel Brown

By Loshaun Dixon

With cruise tourism set
to restart in July, when
destinations in the Eastern
Caribbean will welcome
Seabourn Odyssey, CEO
of the St. Kitts Tourism
Authority,
Racquel
Brown, has disclosed
the initial plans that will
guide bubble-vaccinated
tours.

also speak to the private
sector for those locations
that have quarantine facilities, about what can
we do for the Tourism
sector.”
Brown noted that it will
be a difficult situation for
those who, for medical or
personal reasons, do not
want to take the vaccine.

“However, we are also
saying that that requirement is as per the guidBrown said they are im- ance of the CMO. There
ploring employers, tour will be regular RT PCR
operators, and those who testing that will be at the
own their own businesses employees cost, to work.
within the sector, to do This does not mean that
random testing that will persons who are not vacbe guided by the CMO, at cinated will be allowed
the owner or employers’ to work in the bubblecost, for their vaccinated vaccinated tours. Only
bubble-vaccinated tours
staff only.
will be allowed to operate
“For taxi and tour opera- at this point in time, betors, and attraction own- cause it the safest way for
ers, we also say to please a cruise… for us to ensure
consider what the testing we have a very successrequirements are going ful, phased process.”
to be; what the quarantine
requirements could be; Brown revealed that they
what isolation for your have had discussions with
staff could be. These are the neighbouring destinow costs that must be nations that are sharing
taken into consideration the itinerary through the
as we are moving to re- Ministry of Tourism and
open cruise, and now with their counterparts in the
the reduction of quaran- other destinations.
tine from 14 to nine days
“It is important that we
She said it was important recognize that each desfor the next couple of tination is going to have
years - as COVID will its own protocols, and
still be around - to under- for this to work and be a
stand that this is going to success, we all have to get
be a cost that cannot be basic minimum protocols
excluded.
to operate.”
“We have agreed to
work with the Ministry
of Health and other government entities for the
COVID-19 testing, and

She said following those
discussions, they agreed
on a set of protocols to
be uniformed in each
destination.

“We agreed that for
those who are going to
be home porting out of
Barbados, specifically for
the Seabourn cruise, all
passengers are required
to submit a negative RT
PCR test 72 hours prior to
arrival at the home port.
All passengers must be
fully vaccinated, using
any one of the four PAHO
and
WHO-certified
vaccines.

“There is also the consideration that even though
they have submitted their
test and been approved
to go on the vessel, rapid
tests are going to be required as a last-minute
check before they board
the physical vessel for
home ports in the OECS
and Barbados.”
Brown said they all agreed
it was important to have a
corridor of containment
from gangway to gangway, and St. Kitts was the
only destination that had
bubble-vaccinated tours
as a suggestion.

“We suggested that this
was the best way to ensure that we had a success. This is for common
thought, as it speaks to
other destinations. Other
destinations, including
the home port, that agreed
to this. We all agreed that
for this itinerary to be
successful, we all have
to have the minimum
standards.”
Also coming out of
that meeting, was the

emphasis to ensure that
guests do not integrate
with the public. It was
agreed that guests will not
be permitted to do so.
“So someone cannot come
off in Port Zante and walk
through the arrivals hall
and come into Basseterre,
and similarly in other
destinations. We felt that
at a minimum, even if
there was a concern about

bubble-vaccinated tours,
because of the availability
of vaccines in the respective destinations, we must
ensure there is minimized
risk, and not mix with the
general public.”
She said if any visitor
were to break the rules,
they would be made to
disembark the ship and
pay their way back to the
home port.

“There may be persons
who may want to come
off the gangway and are
just not listening. If they
participate in an unapproved tour, it was agreed
that they will have to disembark the vessel and pay
for their return flight back
to the home port. It will
not be at the cost of the
agent or the destination.”
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THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS
SAINT CHRISTOPHER CIRCUIT
A.D. 2021
(PROBATE)
SKBHPB2021/0030
IN THE ESTATE of CLARENCE ALFRED CARTY late of Old Road, in the Parish of St. Thomas,
in the Island of Saint Christopher, Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis, domiciled in St. Croix,
United States Virgin Islands, who died on 4th day of April 1989 in San Juan, Puerto Rico, deceased.
ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT
TAKE NOTICE that an application has been filed by ALFRED LLEWELYN CARTY of Wingfield
Road, Old Road, in the Parish of St. Thomas, in the Island of Saint Christopher, in the Federation of
Saint Christopher and Nevis for a Grant of:
(a) Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed of the above-named Deceased, CLARENCE
ALFRED CARTY who died on the 4th day of April 1989, without revoking a will bearing the
date 2nd day of September 1982, wherein the Applicant is the son of the said Deceased and one
of the Residuary Beneficiaries identified in the said Will of the Deceased.

Any person having an objection to the Letters of Administration to the application shall file an objection
within 14 days of the publication of this Notice.

Dated this

day of

2021.

Filed by Mitcham & Benjamin, Attorneys-at-Laws, of Chambers, Kennylin House, P O. Box New
Street,
Basseterre,
St.
Kitts.
Tel:
1(869)4652878:
Fax:1(869)465-6077;
Email:mitchamandbenjamin@yahoo.com; Website: www.mitchamandbenjamin.com

FIRST PUBLICATION
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Bribery case
was destined
to fail
– DPP Graham
DPP Valston Graham
By Loshaun Dixon

Director
of
Public
Prosecutions
(DPP)
Valston Graham has
thrown out the case
of Bribery and treating against government Minister Eugene
Hamilton, brought by
his political opponent
Dr Terrance Drew, noting there was no realistic
prospect for success.

Graham said the evidence
in support of the complaints, was disclosed to
him by Counsel for Dr.
Drew, and on receipt of
the evidence, he sought
opinions from two independent, senior criminal
experts.

“One of those experts
comes from within the
Federation and the other
from outside of the
Federation. In written
opinions provided to me,
both independent criminal experts concluded
that neither the charge
of Bribery nor that of
Treating had any realistic
prospect of success.

“They further concluded
that the prosecution instituted by Dr. Drew
amounted to an abuse on
the process of the court.”

The DPP said he sought
the opinions of independent Counsel, although
not required by law to do
so.

“My decision to do so,
was made in my own
deliberate judgment in
the interest of fairness
and transparency, and
Dr. Drew’s own Counsel
instructed a written “respectful request” for me
to engage independent
counsel to conduct the
matter on behalf of my
office. Having received
the opinions, I undertook
my own examination of
the evidence, considered
the opinions, the law, and
the Prosecution Policy to
prosecute.”

He said that there was
insufficient evidence to
support either charge, and
therefore there was not a
realistic prospect of securing a conviction against
Mr Hamilton.

“On April 26th 2021, I
discontinued the charges
against Mr. Hamilton. A
prosecution should only
ever be instituted on the
basis of sufficiency of the
evidence, and it should
never be started unless
there is admissible, substantial, and reliable evidence to justify placing a

person upon trial.

He said from the provable
facts of the case, there
must be a realistic prospect of securing a conviction before a prosecution
may be brought.

“In this case, there simply
was not. While I am not
required to give reasons
for my decision whether
to prosecute or not, my
decision to do so on this
occasion, is that the public are fully and properly
informed about this case,
which has been the subject of public concern and
interest.“

On February 21st 2021,
acting pursuant to section 65 (2) (c) of the
Constitution
of
the
Federation of Saint
Christopher and Nevis,
DPP Graham took the
matter instituted by Dr.
Terrence Drew against
Hamilton.

The Complaints charged
Mr. Hamilton with the
offences of Bribery contrary to section 108 (1)
(c) and Treating contrary
to section 109 (a) of
the National Assembly
Elections Act, Cap 2.01 of
the Revised Edition of the

Laws of the Federation
of Saint Christopher and
Nevis.

The charge of bribery alleged that Mr. Hamilton

between the 29th day of
May and the 5th day of
June 2020, unlawfully
gave or procured the giving of a gift towards the
construction of a house
or part of a house to a
“named” individual of the

Eighth Electoral District,
in order to induce the individual to vote for him,
in order that he might be
returned as a member of
the National Assembly.
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More movies scheduled for
SKN in 2022

By Monique Washington

employed to date.

With one movie completed, another under way,
and four more to come
for 2021, the Premier
of Nevis Mark Brantley
has announced that more
movies are coming in
2022.

On Wednesday, the
Premier said that initially,
the Government negotiated for two movies.

MSR Media shot its first
movie on Nevis, ‘One
Year Off’ in February.
The romantic comedy

“We thought that with
the two that was groundbreaking and would be
beneficial to the island.
The fact is that they have
now been persuaded to
move from two to six this
year,” he said.

“When I speak to those
involved in the moviemaking business, it is the
comfort that they feel
here, and the fact that they
feel like they are dealing
with a responsible partner in the government;
the fact that the island is
COVID-free at this point;
the way we managed the
pandemic… all of these
things are things that they
point to in saying this is
the place that they feel

“The last report to me is that they are coming
back next year. They are talking about doing a
studio here. I think that we are on to something
really good.”
was produced by Philippe
Martinez. The film included an international
cast and crew brought in
by MSR Media.
On April 15 they began to
film their second movie,
‘Assailant’. MSR Media
and the Nevis Island
Administration partnered
to launch a film industry
on Nevis. Six movies are
scheduled to be filmed
on the island. A total of
40 people in St. Kitts
and Nevis have been

Brantley disclosed that
more movies will be produced in the federation in
2022.

comfortable to continue
to conduct business. That
is what we are seeking to
do.”

“The last report to me is
that they are coming back
next year. They are talking
about doing a studio here.
I think that we are on to
something really good.”

“I am very happy with
what I’m seeing. I believe
this thing has legs and it
could have longevity. I
think we just need to manage it carefully, and to encourage not just MSR, but
others as well, to come.
Nevis is the place to be,
and the wider federation is
the place to be,” Brantley
said.

He noted that he has been
doing his part to foster
and develop a relationship
with the movie industry.

EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT
SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS
SAINT CHRISTOPHER CIRCUIT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
APPLICATION NO. SKBHCV 2019/0116
BETWEEN:
[1] RBTT BANK (SKN) LIMITED
Applicant
and
[1] EDRIS AUDAIN
[2] DAMIAN AUDAIN
Respondents
____________
NOTICE
____________
TAKE NOTICE THAT the Applicant, RBTT BANK (SKN) LIMITED, on January
22, 2021 filed a Notice of Sale by Public Auction and on March 18, 2021 filed
Articles of Sale settled on December 17, 2020 and an Order dated December 17,
2020 (hereinafter “the Documents”).
The Documents can be accessed by a formal search conducted at the Registry of
the High Court of Justice, Sir Lee L. Moore Judicial and Legal Services Complex,
East Independence Square, Basseterre, St Kitts with respect to the captioned
High Court matter, opening hours being Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. except for public holidays
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Biden’s 100 Days: A World of
Difference from Trump
President Biden’s first 100
days in office have been
aggressive on policy, but
subdued on style.
Biden, a 78-year-old former vice president and
centrist senator who was
far from the first choice
of most progressives in
the 2020 Democratic
primary, has gone big on
policy, seeking to reshape
the economy and social
safety net amid a historic
pandemic.
He’s sought to undo former President Trump’s
agenda, issuing executive
actions from Day One to
do away with his predecessor’s wall on the southern border and travel ban,
among many other issues.
While pushing a vaccination effort to open the
economy and end the pandemic, he’s also been aggressive with legislation,
winning passage of a $1.9
trillion COVID-19 relief
bill and setting up measures on infrastructure,
child care, free community college and other issues
that would total more than
$3 trillion.
But while Biden’s governing approach has been
assertive, his style has
been much more relaxed,
particularly compared to
his predecessor’s streamof-conscious social media
musings and impromptu
sessions with reporters.
With semiregular speeches, few news interviews
and no unscripted tweets,
Biden has fashioned himself the foil of the previous president.
“He’s a fairly calm, rational person and he is
a thoughtful person and
he just is the antithesis, I
think, of Donald Trump
in terms of persona and
style,” said Barbara Perry,
director of presidential
studies at the University
of Virginia’s Miller
Center. “I think that has
come across and calmed
the country.”

Polls suggest it has so far,
as Biden’s honeymoon is
ongoing judging by his
approval ratings.
Sixty-four percent of
American adults approve
of Biden’s handling of
the coronavirus and 65
percent support the $1.9
trillion relief package he
signed into law in March,
according to a recent
Washington Post-ABC
News poll.
A slimmer 52 percent majority of adults approve
of Biden’s job overall —
higher than Trump at this
point in his presidency
but lower than his other
predecessors.
“The only issues that have
really mattered in the last
100 days are the pandemic and its effects on
the economy,” said veteran GOP pollster Whit
Ayres. “President Biden
has focused most of his attention on those problems
and has made substantial
progress on both.”
“That said, there are numerous other issues lurking beneath the surface,
not the least of which is
he ran as a unifying candidate who would govern in a bipartisan way
and he has governed by
pushing a purely partisan
agenda through a very
narrow partisan majority
in Congress,” Ayres continued. “History suggests
that following that course
of action creates a backlash in the next midterm
election.”
Biden campaigned as
a moderate who could
work with Republicans
to get things done but has
not been able to get GOP
lawmakers behind his
proposals.
Democrats were happy
that Biden, recognizing
the urgency of the moment, didn’t wait for
Republicans to come
around to support the
coronavirus relief bill before passing it with only
Democratic support using

budget reconciliation.
“Going in, my concern
was that he was going
to spend too much time
negotiating with Sen.
[Mitch] McConnell, at a
time when cutting deals
with Sen. McConnell
was impossible,” said Jim
Manley, a Democratic
strategist and former aide
to then-Senate Majority
Leader
Harry
Reid
(D-Nev.). “I am absolutely convinced that if the
Republicans were serious,
they would find a willing negotiating partner
in the president and his
team, but he’s not willing
to waste time while they
play political games.”
But using the same strategy again carries political
risk for the president.
The Post-ABC poll found
that 60 percent of adults
say they would rather
see Biden try to win support from Republicans by
making major changes to
his proposals, versus 30
percent who would prefer
he try to enact his ideas
without major changes
even if it means not getting GOP support.
Biden unveiled a $2 trillion infrastructure and climate package last month
and is on the cusp of proposing another $1 trillion
in spending on child care,
education and paid family
leave that he is proposing
to pay for with tax hikes.
He’ll either need to find
a way to pass them with
GOP support — which
would require significant change — or get
Democrats behind their
own package.
“Historically, there is a
narrow window usually in
the first year of a four-year
presidency to get stuff
done. After that, it gets a
lot tougher,” said Manley.
Still, Jim Kessler, executive vice president
for policy at the centrist
Democratic think tank
Third Way, argued that

Biden is in a better position than past Democratic
presidents to successfully
“go big” in his first term
because of the popularity of the relief proposal.
Former presidents have
been forced to enact policies that have been unpopular, he argued, noting
President Obama’s bailout
of banks in 2008.
“Joe Biden is going into
this passing a rescue package that everyone loves
and so, he still gets a few
more bites at the apple of
going big because his first
big plans didn’t expend
capital, it gained capital,”
Kessler said.
Biden will push forward
on his legislative agenda
while his administration
works toward increasing

the uptake of coronavirus
vaccines and communicates guidance on public
health practices for those
who are vaccinated.
“We certainly believe
we’re still going to be at
war at the virus and there
is more work to be done
to get the virus under control, to meet people where
they are, to get people vaccinated who may not be
confident in the efficacy at
this time,” White House
press secretary Jen Psaki
told reporters Tuesday.
He’s also been saddled
with a challenge he didn’t
foresee: the wave of young
migrants at the southern
border. Republicans are
trying to exploit Biden’s
perceived weakness on
the border to gain ground

against Democrats in the
midterms.
A recent Fox News poll
found that 35 percent
of U.S. adults approve
of Biden’s handling of
border security and 34
percent approve of his
handling of immigration,
while slim majorities disapprove of the president’s
work on either issue.
“It has proved to be an
issue that even this administration is finding
difficult to manage,” said
one Democratic strategist.
Biden has “got to think
about A, how to manage
it humanely, and B, not
have any swift reaction
that would upset moderate
to conservative voters.”
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Dear Editor:
Dear Editor:
It has become rather perplexing that, in spite of
the jelling of the West
Indies cricket team, the
nations of the Caribbean
refuse to use this model
for all sports. This issue
has been mooted from
time to time in various
Caribbean media starting almost two decades
ago but has never been
addressed by Caribbean
governments, sporting
bodies and CARICOM.
In the 2016 Olympics,
the English speaking
Caribbean tallied 17 medals. In 2012 that number
was 43.

set of officials at any given time and trips for the
boys or girls would have
been eliminated. As well
we have seen how cricket
brings us together, even
as we debate, argue and
‘diss’ at the national level
in seeking to claim the
superiority of our countries’ teams. This level of
coming together on the
one hand and bantering
on the other across the
Caribbean will become
multiplied with each new
West Indian birthed and
this can only be healthy
for Caribbeanness. As
well, besides expanding
that glue keeping us together, other West Indian
teams can also ensure that

ruling by the International
Lawn Tennis Federation
in 1983 that the West
Indies, not constituting
a country by their rules,
could no longer play in
the Davis Cup as a united
team. Since 1983, there
have been a number of
years when a West Indian
team drawing on the tennis talents of all the region’s countries would
have done extremely well
in the Davis Cup.”

And like cricket, other
sports can bring international tournaments to the
Caribbean and overall
economic benefits includ-

“I cannot understand why more thought has
not been given to organizing sports other than
cricket on a pan-West Indian basis. Nor can I
understand why there has not been more debate
on this issue in the Caribbean media.
A West Indies soccer team
stands a chance of competing internationally and
possibly winning medals
in a way that none of the
territorial teams do. Ditto
for any other team sports.
In athletics a West Indies
team can bring home significant amount of medals from various world
games, the Olympics and
so on, especially given
that powerhouse Jamaica
will be supplemented
by the best of Bahamas,
Trinidad & Tobago and
the other nations.

There are also other
reasons for West Indian
participation as a single
entity in the international
sports arena. For one its
much more cost effective since instead of large
numbers of officials that
accompany the various
teams, there will be one

cream rises to the top and
become internationally
sought after while those
just below strive to get to
the top a la in cricket.

As former West Indies
Davis Cup player, Ian
MacDonald
pointed
out almost two decades
ago “For 30 years, from
1953 to 1983, there was
one other united West
Indian sports team: the
West Indies Davis Cup
tennis team. I know this
well, since I played with
extreme pride in the
very first match for the
West Indies, in their tie
against the United States
in Jamaica in 1953, and
later captained West
Indies Davis Cup teams
with even greater pride in
the 1960s. I think it was
a tragedy that the West
Indian Tennis Association
meekly accepted a sudden

ing boosting tourism and
putting the Caribbean on
the global stage as cricket
is doing. Consequently
there will also be more
money to develop sports,
including building needed
infrastructure and maximizing use of currently
available ones.

I quote Mr. MacDonald
again: “I cannot understand why more thought
has not been given to organizing sports other than
cricket on a pan-West
Indian basis. Nor can I
understand why there has
not been more debate on
this issue in the Caribbean
media. A West Indian
presence as one nation
in the Olympics, the
Commonwealth Games,
the
Pan-American
Games, the Davis Cup
(again), the World Cups
in soccer and rugby, and

other world and regional
events, is infinitely worth
pursuing. As West Indians
draw closer together, we
cannot afford to neglect
the tremendous emotional
charge that can be derived
from grassroots identification with sporting
teams embracing all of us
as one.”

And

while

some

international sports bodies, as pointed out above,
will claim that the West
Indies cannot participate
as one team since it’s a
conglomeration of nations, unified West Indian
sports teams can fight this,
and more likely than not
win out, especially given
that CARICOM does reflect a ‘one team’ concept
in many ways.

Sincerely
Annan Boodram
My Heart Walks With
You
The Caribbean
Voice
Saving
Lives,
Empowering People
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Chapter 13—Rejoicing in the Lord

Ellen G. White Writings

The children of God are
called to be representatives of Christ, showing
forth the goodness and
mercy of the Lord. As
Jesus has revealed to
us the true character of
the Father, so we are to
reveal Christ to a world
that does not know His
tender, pitying love. “As
Thou hast sent Me into
the world,” said Jesus,
“even so have I also sent
them into the world.”
“I in them, and Thou
in Me; ... that the world
may know that Thou
hast sent Me.” John
17:18, 23. The apostle
Paul says to the disciples of Jesus, “Ye are
manifestly declared to
be the epistle of Christ,”
“known and read of all
men.” 2 Corinthians 3:3,
2. In every one of His
children, Jesus sends a
letter to the world. If you
are Christ’s follower, He
sends in you a letter to
the family, the village,
the street, where you
live. Jesus, dwelling in
you, desires to speak to
the hearts of those who
are not acquainted with
Him. Perhaps they do
not read the Bible, or
do not hear the voice
that speaks to them in
its pages; they do not see
the love of God through
His works. But if you
are a true representative
of Jesus, it may be that
through you they will be
led to understand something of His goodness
and be won to love and
serve Him.

Christians are set as
light bearers on the way
to heaven. They are to
reflect to the world the
light shining upon them
from Christ. Their life
and character should be
such that through them
others will get a right
conception of Christ and
of His service.

If

we

do

represent

Christ, we shall make
His service appear attractive, as it really is.
Christians who gather
up gloom and sadness to
their souls, and murmur
and complain, are giving to others a false representation of God and
the Christian life. They
give the impression that
God is not pleased to
have His children happy, and in this they bear
false witness against our
heavenly Father.

Satan is exultant when
he can lead the children
of God into unbelief and
despondency. He delights to see us mistrusting God, doubting His
willingness and power
to save us. He loves to
have us feel that the
Lord will do us harm by
His providences. It is the
work of Satan to represent the Lord as lacking
in compassion and pity.
He misstates the truth in
regard to Him. He fills
the imagination with
false ideas concerning
God; and instead of
dwelling upon the truth
in regard to our heavenly Father, we too often fix our minds upon
the misrepresentations
of Satan and dishonor
God by distrusting Him
and murmuring against
Him. Satan ever seeks to
make the religious life
one of gloom. He desires
it to appear toilsome and
difficult; and when the
Christian presents in his
own life this view of religion, he is, through his
unbelief, seconding the
falsehood of Satan.

Many, walking along
the path of life, dwell
upon their mistakes and
failures and disappointments, and their hearts
are filled with grief and
discouragement. While
I was in Europe, a sister who had been doing this, and who was

in deep distress, wrote
to me, asking for some
word of encouragement.
The night after I had
read her letter I dreamed
that I was in a garden,
and one who seemed to
be the owner of the garden was conducting me
through its paths. I was
gathering the flowers
and enjoying their fragrance, when this sister,
who had been walking
by my side, called my
attention to some unsightly briers that were
impeding her way. There
she was mourning and
grieving. She was not
walking in the pathway,
following the guide, but
was walking among the
briers and thorns. “Oh,”
she mourned, “is it not
a pity that this beautiful
garden is spoiled with
thorns?” Then the guide
said, “Let the thorns
alone, for they will only
wound you. Gather the
roses, the lilies, and the
pinks.”

Have there not been
some bright spots in
your experience? Have
you not had some precious seasons when your
heart throbbed with joy
in response to the Spirit
of God? When you look
back into the chapters
of your life experience
do you not find some
pleasant pages? Are not
God’s promises, like the
fragrant flowers, growing beside your path on
every hand? Will you
not let their beauty and
sweetness fill your heart
with joy?

The briers and thorns
will only wound and
grieve you; and if you
gather only these things,
and present them to others, are you not, besides
slighting the goodness
of God yourself, preventing those around
you from walking in the
path of life?

leaving His Father’s
throne, clothing His
It is not wise to gather divinity with humanity,
together all the unpleas- that He might rescue
ant recollections of a man from the power
past life,—its iniquities of Satan; His triumph
and disappointments,— in our behalf, opening
to talk over them and heaven to men, revealmourn over them until ing to human vision
we are overwhelmed the presence chamber
with discouragement. A where the Deity unveils
discouraged soul is filled His glory; the fallen race
with darkness, shutting uplifted from the pit of
out the light of God from ruin into which sin had
his own soul and casting plunged it, and brought
a shadow upon the path- again into connection
way of others.
with the infinite God,
and having endured
the divine test through
faith in our Redeemer,
Thank God for the clothed in the righbright pictures which teousness of Christ, and
He has presented to us. exalted to His throne—
Let us group together these are the pictures
the blessed assurances which God would have
of His love, that we may us contemplate.
look upon them continually: The Son of God

When we seem to doubt
God’s love and distrust
His promises we dishonor Him and grieve
His Holy Spirit. How
would a mother feel if
her children were constantly complaining of
her, just as though she
did not mean them well,
when her whole life’s
effort had been to forward their interests and
to give them comfort?
Suppose they should
doubt her love; it would
break her heart. How
would any parent feel
to be thus treated by his
children? And how can
our heavenly Father
regard us when we distrust His love, which
has led Him to give His
only-begotten Son that
we might have life? The
apostle writes, “He that
spared not His own Son,
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but delivered Him up for
us all, how shall He not
with Him also freely give
us all things?” Romans
8:32. And yet how many,
by their actions, if not in
word, are saying, “The
Lord does not mean
this for me. Perhaps He
loves others, but He does
not love me.”

All this is harming your
own soul; for every word
of doubt you utter is
inviting Satan’s temptations; it is strengthening
in you the tendency to
doubt, and it is grieving
from you the ministering angels. When Satan
tempts you, breathe
not a word of doubt or
darkness. If you choose
to open the door to his
suggestions, your mind
will be filled with distrust
and rebellious questioning. If you talk out your
feelings, every doubt you
express not only reacts
upon yourself, but it is a
seed that will germinate
and bear fruit in the life
of others, and it may be
impossible to counteract
the influence of your
words. You yourself may
be able to recover from
the season of temptation and from the snare
of Satan, but others who
have been swayed by
your influence may not
be able to escape from
the unbelief you have
suggested. How important that we speak only
those things that will
give spiritual strength
and life!

Angels are listening to
hear what kind of report you are bearing to
the world about your
heavenly Master. Let
your conversation be
of Him who liveth to
make intercession for
you before the Father.
When you take the hand
of a friend, let praise to
God be on your lips and
in your heart. This will
attract his thoughts to
Jesus.

All have trials; griefs
hard to bear, temptations hard to resist. Do
not tell your troubles to
your fellow mortals, but

carry everything to God
in prayer. Make it a rule
never to utter one word
of doubt or discouragement. You can do much
to brighten the life of
others and strengthen
their efforts, by words of
hope and holy cheer.
There is many a brave
soul sorely pressed by
temptation, almost ready
to faint in the conflict
with self and with the
powers of evil. Do not
discourage such a one in
his hard struggle. Cheer
him with brave, hopeful
words that shall urge
him on his way. Thus
the light of Christ may
shine from you. “None
of us liveth to himself.”
Romans 14:7. By our
unconscious influence
others may be encouraged and strengthened,
or they may be discouraged, and repelled from
Christ and the truth.

There are many who
have an erroneous idea
of the life and character
of Christ. They think
that He was devoid of
warmth and sunniness, that He was stern,
severe, and joyless. In
many cases the whole
religious experience is
colored by these gloomy
views.

It is often said that Jesus
wept, but that He was
never known to smile.
Our Saviour was indeed
a Man of Sorrows, and
acquainted with grief,
for He opened His heart
to all the woes of men.
But though His life was
self-denying and shadowed with pain and
care, His spirit was not
crushed. His countenance did not wear an
expression of grief and
repining, but ever one
of peaceful serenity. His
heart was a wellspring
of life, and wherever He
went He carried rest and
peace, joy and gladness.

Our Saviour was deeply
serious and intensely
in earnest, but never
gloomy or morose. The
life of those who imitate Him will be full of

earnest purpose; they
will have a deep sense
of personal responsibility. Levity will be repressed; there will be no
boisterous merriment,
no rude jesting; but the
religion of Jesus gives
peace like a river. It does
not quench the light of
joy; it does not restrain
cheerfulness nor cloud
the sunny, smiling face.
Christ came not to be
ministered unto but to
minister; and when His
love reigns in the heart,
we shall follow His
example.
If we keep uppermost
in our minds the unkind and unjust acts of
others we shall find it
impossible to love them
as Christ has loved us;
but if our thoughts dwell
upon the wondrous love
and pity of Christ for us,
the same spirit will flow
out to others. We should
love and respect one another, notwithstanding
the faults and imperfections that we cannot
help seeing. Humility
and self-distrust should
be cultivated, and a patient tenderness with the
faults of others. This will
kill out all narrowing
selfishness and make
us large-hearted and
generous.

The psalmist says,
“Trust in the Lord, and
do good; so shalt thou
dwell in the land, and
verily thou shalt be fed.”
Psalm 37:3. “Trust in
the Lord.” Each day has
its burdens, its cares and
perplexities; and when
we meet how ready we
are to talk of our difficulties and trials. So many
borrowed troubles intrude, so many fears are
indulged, such a weight
of anxiety is expressed,
that one might suppose
we had no pitying, loving
Saviour ready to hear all
our requests and to be to
us a present help in every time of need.
Some are always fearing, and borrowing
trouble. Every day they
are surrounded with the
tokens of God’s love;
every day they are enjoying the bounties of
His providence; but they
overlook these present

blessings. Their minds
are continually dwelling upon something
disagreeable which they
fear may come; or some
difficulty may really exist which, though small,
blinds their eyes to the
many things that demand gratitude. The difficulties they encounter,
instead of driving them
to God, the only source
of their help, separate
them from Him because
they awaken unrest and
repining.
Do we well to be thus unbelieving? Why should
we be ungrateful and
distrustful? Jesus is our
friend; all heaven is interested in our welfare.

We should not allow the
perplexities and worries
of everyday life to fret
the mind and cloud the
brow. If we do we shall
always have something
to vex and annoy. We
should not indulge a
solicitude that only frets
and wears us, but does
not help us to bear trials.
You may be perplexed in
business; your prospects
may grow darker and
darker, and you may be
threatened with loss; but
do not become discouraged; cast your care
upon God, and remain
calm and cheerful. Pray
for wisdom to manage
your affairs with discretion, and thus prevent
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loss and disaster. Do all
you can on your part to
bring about favorable
results. Jesus has promised His aid, but not
apart from our effort.
When, relying upon our
Helper, you have done
all you can, accept the
result cheerfully.
It is not the will of God
that His people should
be weighed down with
care. But our Lord does
not deceive us. He does
not say to us, “Do not
fear; there are no dangers in your path.”
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