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Export manufacturing on the rise
– PM Harris

By Loshaun Dixon

back on the job. “

the same period for 2020.

Manufacturing in St.
Kitts and Nevis is back on
track, according to Prime
Minister of St. Kitts
and Nevis, Dr Timothy
Harris, who also disclosed that manufacturing exports are up.

He said that Carib
Brewery (St. Kitts and
Nevis) Limited’s export
numbers have improved.

“In terms of the export
value, the results we
have, indicate that manufacturing exports are up
12% for the year so far,
ending March, relative to
that of last year.”

Dr Harris said that the
manufacturing sector has
been important to St. Kitts
and Nevis for quite some
time, and stands in stark

“The St. Kitts Brewery is
now doing much better in
the export market than it
is doing in the domestic
market, and that in itself
is a good thing, as export
manufacturing is critical
to us at this time.”

Manufacturing in St.
Kitts and Nevis accounts
for somewhere in the region of nine percent of
GDP.

He said that manufacturing exports
are up this year when compared to the
same period for 2020.
contrast to other countries
in the OECS, as the largest merchandise exporter
to the United States.
“We supply electronic
products; products for
the defence and aviation
industry, to Europe and
to America. That sector
that supplies over 1000plus jobs each year is
now literally back up and
running again, with about
90% of the employees

He said as a result, the
brewery now operates on
a 24-hour basis.
“As we speak, the
Brewery is engaged 24
hours a day; three shifts
on the bottling line. An
indication, then, of the increase in demand for the
particular product.”
He said that manufacturing exports are up this
year when compared to

Dr Harris said that St.
Kitts and Nevis is ready
for take-off in various
sectors, including tourism, film and construction, among others

“Things are happening
that should give us hope
that the investing community and private sector
is on board.”

PM Harris engaging with manufacturing workers
Case Number :NEVHPB2021/0022
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Atiba Harris
‘ready’ for
SKNFA leadership
platform to help elevate
myself and my peers out
Former St. Kitts and of difficult situations. The
Nevis National football dream of a little boy from
star, Atiba Harris, is ready our federation whose
to lead the St. Kitts- Nevis family didn’t have much,
Football
Association but was able to go on and
(SKNFA) as its President, become a professional
stating that he owes the footballer, and prove to
game and his country “a the world that St. Kitts
debt of gratitude”.
and Nevis have persons
who are capable of comHarris, who played pro- peting on the world’s
fessionally in the USA stage.”
and Mexico for the past
15 years, recently retired
from professional football, and plans to run for He said that in St Kitts
President of the SKNFA. and Nevis, many young
The
Association’s boys and girls have
Congress is set to be held similar ambition, and he
By Loshaun Dixon

that my name has been
mentioned as a potential
candidate in party politics,
and although I’m flattered
by the interest, I have no
intention to venture into
any politics outside of
football.”

He said football has made
him the man he is, and he
will remain loyal to the
sport.

“The growth and development of football in our
country is my main focus.

“This beautiful game has provided
me with a platform to help elevate
myself and my peers out of difficult
situations.”
in August.
“I’ve made my intention
clear, and football is my
only and sole purpose in
coming home and contesting the presidency of
the SKNFA. I’m loyal to
football; I fell in love with
the game at an early age,
and learned how to play
this beautiful game in St.
Kitts & Nevis, and owe
a debt of gratitude to this
game and my country.”

He said that through football, he was afforded the
opportunity to accomplish many things.

“This beautiful game
has provided me with a

wants to enable them with
the opportunity to fulfill
their dreams through the
beautiful game.

“I can assure you that I’m
100% committed to St.
Kitts & Nevis football.
I’m a proud citizen of
this country. I’m not affiliated with any political
party, and I will remain
neutral, as I’m a person of
moral integrity and strong
values, who believes that
the support of everyone is
necessary in bringing the
whole country together,
so that we can raise the
standard and become a
successful football nation.

“I’ve been made aware

This is ‘Our Game’, and
we deserve to have a body
that truly represents the
best interest of football
with transparency and
fairness. Football has to
be the winner, and I would
encourage everyone who
has a genuine interest to
fully support this movement, in moving St. Kitts
& Nevis football forward.
I’m confident that we can
achieve this objective
with everyone onboard.”

Harris, 36, represented St.
Kitts and Nevis 63 times,
scoring 17 goals. He also
made 275 appearances for
six clubs in Major League
Soccer, and most recently,
55 appearances for OKC
Energy in the United
States Soccer League.

Atiba Harris
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Inching forward, sliding backwards.
We are saddened that we have to comment on this again, but the see-saw
about covid-19 and coronoa has us sufficiently worried to revisit the
issue.
We are all aware of the situation in India, and Trinbago, and Anguilla,
and Antigua for example. We are equally aware of our own situation; it is
only our dedication and steadfastness and the grace of God has spared us
of the reality of covid deaths. Some of us are taking it for granted.
In July/August, we are slated to hold the Culturama festival. Also in
July, we will be accepting the Seaborne Odyssey cruise ship with a
capacity of 460 passengers. In August, we are slated to host regional
cricket, the CPL. These are all positive signs for us, and signal that
the authorities are cautiously optimistic about our future, so optimistic
that the quarantine period has been reduced by 5 days. If we do well
enough during this “trial “ period, there could be further reductions in the
quarantine time.
If we had been more receptive to vaccination, the quarantine reduction
may have been more; and if we achieve herd immunity, then we may
do away with quarantine altogether. But people are still holding back.
As you hold back, consider those Vincentians who had to evacuate into
shelters from the volcano but who held back on vaccination. They are
now facing double jeopardy; and maybe that is why so many are refusing
to evacuate.
So what is our next step? It is becoming more evident that this will be
mandatory vaccination. While the individual person has a right not to
be vaccinated, it is arguable that no individual has a right to become
a biological weapon against the nation. The individual right must be

subjugated.
Already only certified Covid free persons can move internationally.
Meanwhile, within country, more and more governments are
contemplating mandatory vaccination although they are not specifically
saying so yet. Already, only fully vaccinated patrons can attend the
CPL. Only fully vaccinated applicants will be granted work permits
and or residency. Teachers ought to fully vaccinate as a safeguard to
their interactaction with students (who are an exempted group). Some
employers are signalling that vaccination is a condition of continued
employment. The list goes on.
As we consider our options, we need to be reminded that vaccination is
a 10-week course. We also must note that ours is a two-dose programme,
so to be half vaccinated is tantamount to being unvaccinated.
This is the time to show true patriotism towards that common destiny.
Each citizen, each resident is urged to join the national movement
towards full immunity. Only then can our beloved country return to full
productivity.
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Second doses
bring normalcy
closer
By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of Health Akilah
Byron-Nisbett has reiterated that vaccines are
the safest way to end the
pandemic, and return to
some semblance of the
productive routine that
once existed.
“We need to get back
to some form of normalcy, we need to get
people working again!
Vaccination is how we
will do it!. If you were
vaccinated the week of
February 22nd 2021 then
it’s time for your second
shot!”

Mr. Hilroy Brandy and
Commander of St. Kitts
and Nevis Defence Force,
Lieutenant Colonel J.
Anthony Comrie.
Prime Minister Harris
cautioned that although
the Federation successfully managed the impact
of the virus, it cannot
continue to tempt fate.
He also reminded that in
July it is expected to open
up for the first cruise vessel to be coming here,
and “we are expecting at
regular intervals for them
to come”.
“One of the requirements

“As part of the life-saving
strategy, the critical component in that battle was
the vaccines, and the
health advice was that
every country should
try to achieve at least 70
percent of the population
being vaccinated. It is a
tall order, but a necessary
order, which we must
achieve if we are to put
our countries and our societies back to work,”
“COVID-19 is a dangerous virus. It has killed
and will continue to kill.
It has turned almost every country it has visited
upside down. Today as

Minister of Health Akilah Byron-Nisbett, Attorney General Vincent Byron
Jr and PM Dr Timothy Harris after receiving their second dose of COVID-19 Vaccine

Case Number :NEVHPB2021/0020

“We need to get back to some form
of normalcy, we need to get people
working again! Vaccination is how
we will do it!. “
The minister expressed
this sentiment as more
than 127 people in St.
Kitts and Nevis have now
been fully vaccinated,
after receiving the second dose of the Oxford/
AstraZeneca vaccine this
week.
Prime
Minister
Dr
Timothy Harris and
members of his cabinet,
as well as essential workers, were among some
of the first to be fully
inoculated.
The prime minister got his
second jab at the Sylvia
Garnette Primary Health
Care Facility in his hometown of Tabernacle, along
with Attorney General
Mr. Vincent Byron Jr.,
Commissioner of Police,

is that every crew member and every passenger
of those vessels should
be fully vaccinated. It is
urgent that all who are
in the taxi business get
themselves vaccinated.”
Dr Harris said it was important to have a proactive approach, and not
wait until they say they
are coming, to be ready.
“Right now everyone
who works in the sector
and every person must do
the right thing.”
He urged all who have not
yet done so, to take the
free COVID-19 vaccine
at the earliest possible
time to help the country
reach herd immunity.

Submitted Date:26/04/2021 12:51
Filed Date:26/04/2021 12:51
Fees Paid:52.00

we speak, Trinidad and
Tobago is under lockdown. Today as we speak,
in parts of Jamaica the situation is still dangerously
bad. Today as we speak,
within the Caribbean region, hundreds of persons
have lost their lives.”
Attorney General Byron
noted that St. Kitts and
Nevis is “blessed”, and
that most people feel that
there is no COVID here.
“We have had one case
just last week...but we
have to be very careful,
because as good as we
did to date, it just takes
one slip up for there to be
community spread in our
country and for things to
go bad.”

31st

March
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“No volcanic threat” at
Mount Liamuiga
By Loshaun Dixon

There is no need for alarm
at Mount Liamuiga, as
there are no signs of an
impending eruption.

This is according to the
University of the West
Indies (UWI) Seismic
Research Centre.
Director of the Centre, Dr.
Erouscilla Joseph, said
the social media video
that made the rounds
this week, of a bubbling
puddle, was not out of the
ordinary.

“What the video did show
is people in the crater in
the hot spring area and
the bubbles. Liamuiga is
considered live, and that
means it has the potential to erupt again in the
future.”

Dr. Joseph said the activity that was seen at Mount
Liamuiga is normal, and
it is not unusual.
“It does not look any different to what was seen
in the past - in terms of
how the future looks and
the type of activities that
are associated with these
features that are in the
crater.”

She said in the other
volcanic areas such as
Dominica and St Lucia,
one will see more effusive activities associated
with their hot springs that
could look a lot more active than what was seen in
the video.
She explained what
caused the activity at the
crater
“There is magma at depth

below the volcano. What
happens is that it heats the
rocks above. It is so hot,
the rock is there and then
you have water coming in
from the rain that filters
through the cracks on the
volcano, and it percolates
down into the earth and
is heated by the hot rock,
the magma itself also
degasses.

“Together with that, hot
water that is heated up
and boils, that comes up
to the surface and is manifested as the hot springs,
vents.”
Dr. Joseph said the feature is something that is
seen in most volcanic systems, and is not related to
an eruption.

“When a volcanic system
becomes more active,
you tend to see more
changes in the activity as
well as the appearance of
these features, and this is
not what is happening at
Liamuiga.

“The type of activity
seen is a normal hydrothermal activity, it was
not unusual and does not
indicate there was an increase in the activity of
the volcano.”

She said there is no
truth in volcanoes being
linked, so the eruption in
St Vincent will not impact
other volcanoes in the
region.
“The processes throughout the region that allow
for the formation of the
volcanoes, that is the
same...but in terms of the
plumbing systems, each
volcano is different and
has its own plumbing

system, and activity at
one does not necessarily allow for another to
increase in activity or
erupt.”
National
Disaster
Coordinator,
Abdias
Samuel, said the volcano
is dormant but live. He
noted that the last verified eruptions would have
occurred 1800 years ago,
though some historians
have suggested that possible eruptions may have
occurred in 1692 and
1843.

Samuel said the continuous hot springs activity
and the occasional burst
of shallow earthquakes
directly beneath the volcano mean that it is still
alive. He said people
should also be aware of
similar activity at Nevis
Peak.

“There have been no recent signs of increased
volcanic activity in Nevis,
however frequent shallow
earthquake swarms and
the existence of hot spring
activity associated with
Nevis Peak, indicate that
this volcano is live and
can erupt in the future.”

As it relates to preparedness, Samuel said scientists provide advice as
well as produce maps and
other public information
material to enable the
public and authorities to
better prepare for any future volcanic eruption.

“Being prepared for these
events can considerably
reduce risks to you and
your family. If there is
any eruption on Nevis,
the entire island would
have to be evacuated.”

Bubbling puddle at Mt. Liamuiga
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“Excited” NRP
candidate seeks
to fill giant shoes
in St John’s
By Monique Washington

The Nevis Reformation
Party (NRP)’s candidate
for St. John’s, Dr Patricia
Bartlette, has expressed
her excitement about her
launch on Saturday, and is
committed to working for
the people of Nevis.

Bartlette is well aware
of the monumental challenge ahead. Standing
in her way is none other
than the Premier of Nevis,
Mark Brantley, who is the
current incumbent for that
seat, and an unquestionably popular politician.

A retired Veterinarian, Dr
Bartlette was announced
as the candidate for the
NRP in January. Recently
the party would have
completed its slate of candidates for the next Nevis
Island Assembly elections due in 2022.
The list reads as follows:
Patricia Bartlette (St
John’s); Jaedee Caines
(St Pauls); Janice DanielHodge (St. James);
Cleone
StapletonSimmonds (St Thomas)
and Rohan Isles (St.
George).
Speaking
with
the
Observer, Bartlette expressed her excitement,

and said that she has been
receiving positive feedback towards her decisions to enter the political
field. She outlined her
reasons for entering the
demanding arena.

“It wasn’t one thing, it
was over time. I have
always been concerned
about what goes on in the
community. I have been
a panellist on the ‘Let’s
Talk’ programme, and
when issues would come
up, I was never shy about
expressing how I felt, irrespective of how people
would take it, either side,”
she said.
Bartlette said that though
she is a commentator on
the talk show, “talk” was
not enough.

“Being on a talk show is
one thing, but now it is
time for me to be a player.
I don’t have anything to
lose. I thought that I have
to serve the people. The
next logical thing for me
to do is to get into politics
and make a difference.”
Bartlette opined that
Nevisians are not allowed
to express their views,
and that is something she
would want to change.
“The point at which I felt

it was intolerable was
when they tried to shut
people up. People weren’t
allowed to express themselves, they were being
suppressed.”
She said that she plans
to return “trust in governance”, as she feels
people do not trust the
government.
“People don’t trust the
government. You can
expect to have decisions
based on data, not just
on how somebody feels
about things, but data that
will give you the foundation to make sensible
decisions.”
Bartlette noted that it is
time for females to engage in politics, as they
do in all other areas.

“Women have always
been suppressed in the region. I am so proud of the
women that have come
forward,” she said.
She urged persons to
attend her launch on
Saturday (May 8) at the
Brown Hill Sporting
Complex.

“It would be an environment of excitement,
speeches,
socializing,
food.”

Dr. Patricia Bartlette to contest the St Johns seat in the next NIA election
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CFC raises funds for school
meals programme.
Continued from page 13

Pest Control, car rental from
Amelia Chiverton, arts and craft,
paintings, local cutting boards,
lunches and dinners, villa vacation rental and also private chef
services.
He thanked everyone involved in
the fundraising activity.
“Everyone were volunteers. It
took days of planning and preparations. We plan to do this again
in the future. We will be expanding our reach; expanding past the
federation, expanding to other islands. We will be raising as much
awareness and raising as much
funds as possible for those in
need. We really just want to stay
positive and trying to expand our
reach.”
Interested persons can contribute to the foundation when
using Amazon. They can go
to smile.amazon.com, choose
the Caribbean Foundation for
Children, and offer their support.
Every 10 cents of their purchase
will go towards the foundation.

Scene from the CFC fundraiser at the Botanical Gardens
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NIA cabinet fully vaccinated

Nevis Island
Administration cabinet
members on
Wednesday (May 5)
By Monique Washington

Nevis
Island
Administration
cabinet
members on Wednesday
(May 5) took their second dose of the Oxford
University Astra Zeneca
vaccine and are now fully
vaccinated for COVID 19.
Ten weeks prior, cabinet
members in Nevis received their first dose of
the vaccine. Premier of
Nevis Hon Mark Brantley
encouraged persons to get
vaccinated so that the island can return to a place
of normalcy.
‘Cabinet members, I am
pleased to say that we have
gotten the second shot
therefore we are fully vaccinated. We encourage our
people to go out and get
vaccinated so we can get
the island reopened and
get back to work,” he said.
Brantley noted that because they are fully vaccinated they will be able to
travel.
“We will be able to travel
and be able to move about
and that is what we hope
the rest of Nevis will also
do,” he said.
On Tuesday the Prime
Minister Hon Dr Timothy
Harris and the Federal
Cabinet received their
second dose of the vaccine and are now too fully
vaccinated.
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Republic Bank Brings Relief to St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
Wednesday,
May
05,
2021 FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE Republic Bank
Brings Relief to St. Vincent
and the Grenadines. On Friday
April 9th, 2021, the government of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines declared a state of
emergency and an order for
evacuation of residents in the
high-risk areas, described as
the red and orange zones, as
the island was threatened by
intensified volcanic activity at
La Soufriere. Republic Bank
immediately activated a local crisis management team
to strategize and mitigate the
likely impact of situation. No
doubt, having to deal with
a natural disaster during a

pandemic is no easy task.
As an indigenous Caribbean
financial institution who cares
about our people, the bank
took a collective approach
from the get-go to respond
and within a matter of days
the first shipment of the most
precious commodity in a crisis – drinking water, a full 20
ft container landed on the island of St. Vincent. Thanks to
the steadfastness of the banks
Country Manager in St. Kitts
and Nevis – Mrs. Pamela
Herbert Daniel who worked
closely with the National
Emergency
Management
Agency (NEMA) to make it
happen. Pamela expressed that,

“The Bank acted in solidarity
in the face of difficulty with
love and compassion to our
St. Vincent & The Grenadines
brothers and sisters in a time
of need”. She added that, “the
region is a testing ground for
disasters, but we are a people
with resilience”.
It did not stop there, the bank’s
Trinidad team was right behind
with another shipment, this
time a 40 ft container with a
wider range of relief and essential supplies to include
more water, water tanks, can
foods, toiletries, bedding,
personal care and more. St.
Lucia being the head quarters
for the Eastern Caribbean also

mobilized to ensure that the
staff members and their families were taken care of during
these trying period.
It was an all-hands-on deck
approach whereby all of
Republic Bank subsidiaries
in the region immediately set
up relief accounts and encouraged persons to donate via
branch notices, social media,
and digital channels. In addition, team Republic worked
closely with the Government
of St. Vincent to facilitate an
E-Commerce website: www.
helpstvincent.com for persons
living in the For further information kindly contact Kelly
Mitchell | Marketing Specialist

| Republic Bank (EC) Limited |
Marie Collette Building; Gros
Islet, St. Lucia | M: 758-4823831 kelly.mitchell@rfhl.com
| http://www.rfhl.com diaspora
and other parts of the world to
access and donate using their
debit and credit cards online.
While devastating, the volcanic eruptions and displacement
of residents on the island allowed the opportunity to demonstrate true humanitarianism
through the power to care and
the power to help, two of the
bank’s guiding principles as
a regional corporate socially
responsible organization. Team
Republic forged partnerships
with the Rotary Club of St.

Vincent and the Grenadines
and the National Emergency
Organization (NEMO) to ensure that as many shelters and
homes received supplies.
Michelle Palmer, Managing
Director of Republic Bank
(EC) reaffirmed that, “The relief effort continues across the
entire Republic Bank group
and the bank remains committed to supporting our brothers
and sisters in Saint Vincent &
the Grenadines throughout this
challenging time. It is our responsibility to help in times of
need, the people and communities in the territories in which
we operate”.
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ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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CFC raises funds for school
meals programme

Scenes from the CFC fundraiser at the Botanical Gardens
By Monique Washington

The
Caribbean
Foundation for Children
Inc. (CFC) hosted its
first fundraising activity
this past weekend, aimed
at assisting children on
the school meals programme on the island.
On Saturday (May 1) the
entity held a blind auction
at the Botanical Gardens
in Nevis. The event was
a collaborative effort

Botanical Gardens. The
turnout was good. Persons
bid on these things, and
the funds went directly to
the Caribbean Foundation
for Children, with which
we then would help children on the school meals
programme. It was the
first, but it was a success.
”The
Caribbean
Foundation for Children,
Inc. forms partnerships
with individuals, organi-

Jonathan
Henville.
Michael Henville serves
as President of the foundation, while Jahreem
Encarnacion serves as
Vice President. The CFC
has so far helped persons
in St. Kitts and Nevis,
Antigua, St. Lucia, the
United States Virgin
Islands, and has also assisted in placing teachers
in the United States.
Henville noted that they

We will be expanding our reach; expanding
past the federation, expanding to other
islands. We will be raising as much
awareness and raising as much funds
as possible for those in need.
between the CFC and
Farmbox Fresh Company.
The Observer spoke with
President of the CFC,
Michael Henville, who
said that the event was
successful.
“We successfully hosted
our first fundraiser at the

zations and governments
to provide assistance to
people throughout the
Caribbean, with a specific
emphasis on health, education, and community
needs.

had approached multiple
businesses in the federation to assist by donating
to the auction. He said that
they were able to auction
25 items, which included
services from Caribbean

The foundation was
founded in 2002 and
is the brainchild of

Story contd. on page 8
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Effective prevention management
sees significant reduction in fires

Acting Fire Chief
Garfield Hodge
By Loshaun Dixon

Fires in St. Kitts and
Nevis are down this year,
according to Acting Fire
Chief Garfield Hodge,
who credits their prevention programmes for the
reduction.

Hodge said that the organization is charged with
the responsibility of mitigating and minimizing
the effects of fires in the
federation.

“Our organization has
instituted a fire prevention unit ably headed by
Speaking in observance of fire substation officer
International Firefighters’ Timothy Martin, with the
Day celebrated May 4, sole responsibility of eduHodge said that firefight- cating the public on safety
ers the world over con- and fire prevention.”

fires recorded in 2019,
against 643 in 2020. This
significant reduction can
be attributed to the effective management and
operation of my department’s fire prevention
unit.”
He commended fire officers in St. Kitts and Nevis,
and urged all to remember
the state of distress of firefighters in St. Vincent.

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS
NEVIS CIRCUIT
A.D. 2021
(PROBATE)

NEVHPB2019/0034

IN THE ESTATE OF CARL WILLIAMS, a.k.a CARL WINSTON WILLIAMS late of Bricklin
Village, St. James Parish, Nevis, in the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis, who died on the 26th
day of March 2017, in the Island of Nevis.

He disclosed that fires in St. Kitts and Nevis are
significantly down this year when compared to
the last two years.

AMENDED ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT

TAKE NOTICE that an Application has been filed by HAZEL BRANDY-WILLAIAMS of
Bricklin Village, St. James Parish, Nevis, in the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis,

tinue to be committed to
the fight against fires, as
they do their part to preserve the environment
and world.
“St Kitts and Nevis Fire
Services form part of the
brotherhood of firefighters, and face the same risk
and vulnerabilities as our
counterparts around the
world. Our firefighters
fight and battle the same
flames and are exposed to
the same dangers associated with firefighting. We
are indeed committed to
saving life and property.”

Hodge said prevention
is achieved by fire prevention inspection and
lectures at various establishments and institutions,
and urged all to invest in a
fire extinguisher in homes
and organizations.
He disclosed that fires in
St. Kitts and Nevis are
significantly down this
year when compared to
the last two years.
“There has been a 33.4
percent reduction in fires
over the 2019 and 2020
period. There were 695

Hodge said that a heartwrenching appeal was
made for drinking water for fire officers in St.
Vincent, and local fire officers donated 100 cases
of water to be shipped to
their counterparts.
International Firefighters’
Day is observed on May
4. It was instituted after
a proposal was emailed
out across the world on
January 4, 1999, due to
the deaths of five firefighters in tragic circumstances
in a bushfire in Australia.

and TRICIA NATHALIE WILLIAMS of Brown Hill in the Parish of St. John in the Island of Nevis
for a Grant of:

Letters of Administration to the Applicants who are the Wife of the deceased and the Daughter of the
deceased, the deceased having died intestate on the 26th day of March 2017.

Any person having an objection to the Grant of Letters of Administration to the application shall file
an objection within 14 days of the publication of this Notice.

Filed by Mitcham & Benjamin, Attorneys-at-Law for the Applicant. The Applicant’s address for service in relation to this
Application is: MITCHAM & BENJAMIN, New Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts. Telephone Number 466-2878, Fax Number 4656077.
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Law firm begins
renovation on
burnt office;
probe ongoing

Daniel Brantley and Associates currently renovating for big reopening
By Monique Washington

Almost two years after a
mysterious fire engulfed
the law firm of Daniel
Brantley and Associates
in Charlestown, the cause
of the fire is still undetermined, however the firm
is currently renovating the
site, creating a massive
office building.

The incident was previously investigated by the
fire experts in the federation, however they were
unable to determine the
cause of the fire.
Divisional Fire Officer
Garfield Hodge told the
Observer at that time that
their investigators did not
find the cause of the fire,
but it did not mean that
either arson or electricity, or two other starters,
could not be the cause
of the fire. He had noted
that their capacity, in relation to what he called the
“four-factor fire scales”,
did not allow them to give
a concrete conclusion as
to what caused the fire.

In July 2019, a fire broke
out at the Juris Building on
Main Street, Charlestown.
The entire back section
which housed a library
was extensively damaged, and all the contents
were destroyed, however
the central area and the
front area only received
thermal and smoke damage. There was no major The Observer contacted
damage to the vendors’ Inspector
Randolph
structures located below.
Myers on Wednesday
(May 5), who noted that
The law firm is part- the investigation into the
owned by the Premier cause of the fire was still
of Nevis Hon. Mark ongoing.
Brantley and has served
for over 30 years. The office at the Juris Building
remains closed, but “The investigations are
business resumed at the still ongoing and nothfirm’s second location in ing new has happened.
Charlestown.
The matter is with CID

(Criminal Investigations
Department). We are
waiting on the results
from experts,” he said.
He advised the Observer
to speak to Forensics
Director Latoya LakeMarshall, but attempts
to contact her were
unsuccessful.
The Observer also spoke
with Adrian Daniel,
Associate Attorney and
the Compliance Officer
at Daniel Brantley, who
confirmed that renovations at the burnt building
are underway.
He revealed that the renovated building will incorporate both upstairs and
downstairs. The lower
flat of the building was
previously rented out to
vendors.

“It will probably be the
biggest in the Caribbean,’
he said.

Daniel noted that the renovation will be completed
before the end of the year.
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MEDIA RELEASE • (FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE)

RFHL RECORDS US$102.9 MILLION IN HALF YEAR PROFITS
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad,
May 3, 2021 : The
Chairman of Republic
Financial
Holdings
Limited (RFHL), Vincent
Pereira, announced today a profit attributable
to its equity holders of
US$102.9 million for the
half-year ended March
31, 2021. This represents
an increase of US$21.6
million or 26.5% over the
US$81.3 million reported
in corresponding period
of the last financial year.
The improved results reflect the positive impact
of the Group’s acquisition of the British Virgin

Islands (BVI) operations
in June 2020, and the
stabilisation of the credit
portfolio resulting in
lower provisions for loan
losses. These positive developments were partially
offset by a reduction in
net interest margins, fees
and commission income
across the Group. Lower
interest rates, fees and
commissions reflect the
Group’s decision to maintain many of the concessions granted to our
customers at the inception
of the pandemic.

In announcing the results
Mr. Pereira said, “Total
assets stood at US$16.0
billion at March 31, 2021,
an increase of US$1.3 billion or 8.8% over the total assets at March 2020.
This increase was mainly
due to the BVI acquisition and the growth in
customer deposits across
most subsidiaries.”

The Board of Directors
has declared an interim
dividend of US$0.15
(2020: US$0.09) per
share payable on May 31,

2021.

The Chairman added,
“While there continues
to be uncertainty over the
direction and duration
of the COVID 19 pandemic, we are confident
that the Group is well
positioned to continue to
generate positive results
while supporting the
recovery efforts of the
economies in which we
operate. I would like to
acknowledge our staff,
customers and communities in St. Vincent and the

Grenadines who continue
to work tirelessly in dealing with the effects of the
recent volcanic eruption.
We want to assure them
that the Republic Group
is fully committed to assisting in their recovery
efforts. I am confident
that, as in 1979, they and
the economy will emerge
stronger. I would like to
also acknowledge the
efforts of all staff of the
Group for their continued
commitment to serving
our clients and communities with excellence.”
In closing Mr. Pereira

said, “I express the
Board’s heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Shazan Ali
who served with distinction on the Boards of
Republic Bank Limited
and Republic Financial
Holdings Limited for
a total of 11 years and
was one of the founding
Directors of the Republic
Bank (Suriname) N.V.
Board after that entity
was acquired in 2015.
Mr. Ali resigned from the
Boards with effect from
April 21, 2021 for personal reasons. We wish him
all of the very best going
forward.”
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New Chill Facility to be commissioned this month
By Monique Washington

The Department of
Agriculture’s new sixcompartment cold storage facility at Prospect is
set to be commissioned
in less than three weeks,
on May 27. The project
began early last year.

The facility will also
house an office, sorting
and grading area.
The
commissioning
will fall as part of the
Department and Ministry
of Agriculture’s 9th
staging of Agriculture
Awareness Month.
This year the theme for
Agriculture Awareness
Month is “Eat Locally,
Boost Immunity.”

Agriculture Awareness
Month is designed to
bring about a sharper focus on the impact of agriculture on the community.
This year’s activities include farmers’ markets,
outreach programmes,
award ceremonies, and
the commissioning of the
new chill facility.
Minister of Agriculture
Alexis Jeffers highlighted the fact that the
Ministry of Agriculture
within the Nevis Island
Administration
would
have increased the budgetary allocations to agriculture in the 2021 budget
cycle, and as a result, is
pouring resources into the
sector to support farmers
and farming
“Within the recent past,
ordinary members of
the community would

have noticed the interest,
investment and involvement, and also would
have seen increased availability of locally produced
items.
“At this stage, I want to
urge us all to keep the momentum, as the goal is to
eliminate, in some cases,
the importation of fresh
food items and in other
cases, to significantly reduce,” Jeffers said.
The scheduled activities
will be as follows:

Agricultures Cold Storage Facility to be commissioned on May 27
- Islandwide.
May 17 - 31 - Launch
of veterinary services
infomercial.

May 07 Farmers’
Market at Beach Road
in Gingerland. Local
meat and fish will also be
available.
May 17 - 21 - Livestock
farmers
outreach

Case Number :NEVHCV2021/0036

May 18 - Market Street
Day at Market Street.
Fruits and vegetable
vendors, Meat and fish
vendors, and also music
entertainment.

May 19 - Banana
Management workshop
at the Red Cross building.
May 27 – Commissioning
of new chill facility at
Prospect
May 29 - Staff and farmers awards ceremony at
Nevis Performing Arts
Theatre.

In addition to the activities, Jeffers announced
that in the coming weeks
the
Department
of
Agriculture will, as part
of a federal initiative, distribute five greenhouses
to farmers, as they strive
to continue to ensure food
and nutrition security
goals are achieved.

Case Number :NEVHCV2020/0067
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Cane Garden woman fears for life after mysterious fire in backyard
By Monique Washington

A mysterious fire in
the backyard of a Cane
Garden residence has left
a mother fearing for her
life and those of her children. She suspects it was
intentionally set.

started her business
again, but something bad
happened.“One day I got
a call that someone had
thrown oil on my stall so
I would not be able to use
it. I could not risk doing it

again, so I decided that I
would not run a stall again.
Another time I came
home and over 1000 of
my chickens were dead. I
use my chickens for eggs.
Someone poisoned all of

them,” she said.Though
Leitch has been on the island for over two decades,
the recent incidents have
caused her to want to return to her native country
of Guyana.

“I am feeling very scared,
and feeling like right now
I want to go back home.
Honestly, it has been
hard. I am supposed to
feel comfortable like any
other person. I didn’t do

anything to anyone. I
work hard for whatever I
want. I have to work for
my children. I want to be
here as a mother for my
children,” she said.

On Wednesday (May 5)
evening, Fiona Leitch and
her family were at home
when a neighbour called
to say there was a fire in
their backyard.
Speaking
with
the
Observer, Leitch detailed
the night’s experience.
“I was on the phone with a
friend about 11 pm when
I heard my dogs barking,
and they would not stop
barking. I thought they
were barking at donkeys.
I told my husband to go
and check. Shortly after, I
heard my neighbour calling ‘Fiona, Fiona, fire in
your backyard’,” she said.
Leitch said that when she
looked out, she saw the
fire blazing, and called
her husband and her
brothers who quickly put
it out. She noted that she
was terrified and did not
come out of the house until the police came.“When
the police came, they
came with nothing. I was
expecting them to bring a
searchlight, but the officer
pulled out his phone and
used his phone light. You
could have seen where
they (possible suspects)
threw the gas and where
the fire was blazing. They
threw the bottle there,
but when we got up this
morning the bottle was
gone,” she said.
Leitch expressed that she
was disappointed, because as of press time the
police had not returned
to take a statement. She
said that she also fears for
her children, as a similar
incident happened in the
past 18 months. She said
that in 2019, J & T produce stall that she owns
was burnt to the ground.
She noted that no one
was prosecuted for that
incident.
Leitch added that she
rebuilt the stall and
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THE WORLD’S DEEPEST FRESHWATER LAKE
TRAVEL: by Eric Mackenzie Lamb
the Mongolian border. It
was here that Antonio and
I, still awake, witnessed
some amazing technology. As we learned later,
Chinese railway gauges
are different from those
in Mongolia and Russia.
To solve that problem,
the train’s undercarriages
are jacked up and their
wheels replaced. In less
than an hour, we were on
our way.

Here are some facts we
learned from Tamur, our
highly knowledgeable
guide and boat driver.

Courtesy of freeworldmaps.net

During the summer of
2001, I was fortunate
enough to embark on
one of my most memorable trips- to Siberia and
Russia’s Far East. Even
today, more than twenty
years later, this vast area
still remains relatively
unknown when it comes
to international tourism.
And I wasn’t alone. My
son Antonio, then eight
years old and on his summer school break, shared
the adventure with me,
the first of many.

This sector of our trip
started in Beijing, China,

of thousands of laborers. Ordered by the Tsar,
its purpose was to open
the vast Siberian territories to trade, exploration,
military linkage with
Russia’s Far East, and
scientific studies. Years
later, a branch of the railway line was extended
to China. We’d booked
our own private compartment, which had a shower, toilet, and two bunk
beds-an absolute necessity as we’d be traveling
across seven time zones.
Altogether, the total distance we’d cover would
come to 4,735 miles in six
days, not including a three
day break in the Russian

When we woke up the
next morning and peered
through the window, it
was almost as if we’d arrived at another planet.
This, we knew, was the
legendary Gobi Desert.

From time to time,
we could see a yurt in
the distance, a typical
Mongolian tent made of
wood and felt. The traditional structure, dating
back thousands of years,
serves as a home which
can be moved from one
location to another.

That same evening, we

Image by the author.
where we boarded the
legendary Trans Siberian
Railway. The Russian
section of the railway
was completed in 1906
and involved hundreds

city of Irkutsk.
Our train departed Beijing
at precisely 11 AM, and
by one in the morning the
next day we had reached

crossed the Russian/
Mongolian border. About
four hours later, we arrived at Irkutsk, disembarked, and took a taxi to
our hotel. Although the

Image by the author.
hotel itself was of a rather
stark Soviet era style, it
turned out to be surprisingly comfortable.

The following morning,
we began our tour of
Lake Baikal.

The world’s deepest
freshwater body of water,
Lake Baikal-a UNESCO
World Heritage Site since
1996-has a maximum
depth of 5,387 feet. It
contains an astonishing
23 percent of the Earth’s
fresh water. It’s also the
world’s oldest lake in
geological history, between 25 and 30 million
years since its formation,
encompassing a length of
395 miles and an average
width of 79 miles. The
lake is home to at least
one thousand species of
plants and 2,500 animals,
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Image by the author.

eighty percent of which
are endemic and found
nowhere else, including
the Baikal seal (Pusa sibirica), one of the world’s
only freshwater mammals
of its kind.

usually between January
and May, the lake’s surface is frozen solid. You
can even legally drive
your car across it, which
many locals do for the
purpose of ice fishing.

For the area’s commercial
fishermen, the most rewarding and sought after

Finally, to conclude this
story, Lake Baikal itself
isn’t the only amazing

emigrated from western
Russia in the early 1920’s
to escape prosecution for
their anti-Orthodox beliefs. The village had no
cars, no electricity, and no
means of communication
with the outside world.
For all practical purposes,
it could have been the far
side of the moon. None of
Its few dozen settlers was
even aware that Russia
was no longer ruled by
the Tsars, or that Lenin’s

Image by the author.
catches consist of Omul
(Coregonus migratorius)
and the Baikal sturgeon, a
source of caviar.

When it comes to weather,
violent winds are not uncommon during summer
months, when waves can
reach heights of 15 feet
or more. But in winter,

thing we learned about
the area. In 1978, a party
of government surveyors
was making their way
over the area’s impenetrable forests by helicopter
when they spotted a tiny
isolated village, which,
as they subsequently
learned, was inhabited
by members of a religious
sect called True Believers
whose ancestors had

Communist revolution
had taken place.

Just like Lake Baikal, history itself had been frozen
in time.

Image by the author.
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