
The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 14th, 2021 NEWSPage:1



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 14th, 2021 NEWSPage:2 NEWSPage:2 LOCAL NEWS

“I am passing the baton to Patricia. I am 
doing so, because I am confident that 

the people of St. John’s are going to 
come down like a mighty army and fol-

low Patricia Bartlette.” 

Baton passed;  
Bartlette ready to “produce”

By Monique Washington 

Supporters and well-
wishers gathered last 
Saturday at the Brown 
Hill Sporting Complex to 
witness the official launch 
of the Nevis Reformation 
Party’s (NRP’s) candidate 
for Nevis 2 (St. John’s 
Parish), Dr. Patricia 
Bartlette.

Former party candidate 
for Nevis 2, Hensley 
Daniel, passed the sym-
bolic baton to Bartlette. 
He expressed confidence 

that the people of St. 
Johns will vote for her 
at the next Nevis Island 
Assembly election.
“I am passing the baton 
to Patricia. I am doing 
so, because I am confi-
dent that the people of 
St. John’s are going to 
come down like a mighty 
army and follow Patricia 
Bartlette.” 

Daniel said that it was 
“easy” to endorse 
Bartlette, “because she 
comes with experience 
and training, and she is 
going to put that at the 
disposal of the people of 
St John’s”.

A retired veterinar-
ian, Bartlette entered a 
Regional Educational 
Programme for ani-
mal health assistants in 
Guyana, and graduated 
in 1981. She completed 
her professional degree 

and graduated magna 
cum laude, Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine from 
Tuskegee University 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine in 1992. This 
accomplishment made 
her the first female vet in 
the federation.

In 1978 Bartlette began 
working as a vet trainee 
for the federal govern-
ment. In 1992 she began 
working as the NIA vet-
erinarian, and remained 
in that position until 2020.

During her youth and 
adulthood, she was a 
part of the Girl Guides, 
President of the Brown 
Hill Youths in Unity, 
Brown Hill female 
cricket club, Brown Hill 
Community Management 
team, Chairperson for 
the first-ever Brown Hill 
community festival, and 
Chairperson for the Nevis 
Culturama committee.
She initiated a roller skat-
ing tournament that has 
been running for seven 
years, and has taught 
children in the Rawlins 
Village and Cherry 
Garden Communities. 
She is also the owner 
of Occasion Entertain 
Centre, that began opera-
tions in 2005.

At the launch, Bartlette 
said that she presents 
herself to the people of 
St. John’s as a “new seed 
with hybrid vigour and 

potential, and I am asking 
you to plant me”.

“Plant me where I can 
grow; plant me where I 
can produce. Produce for 
the benefit of all of us, not 
just some of us,” she said.

She said that in the past, 
she has tried to be fair 
and balanced in all things 
political.
“The love that I have for 
this country; for this little 

island and its people, has 
forced me to change my 
stance. Tonight I stand in 
opposition to the direc-
tion that I see our island 
is being taken, I have de-
cided that I can no longer 
sit and watch our people 
suffer in fearful silence.”
 

On Saturday (May 15), 
the NRP will be launch-
ing its St. Georges can-
didate Rohan Isles at 
the Hardtimes Playfield, 
Gingerland.

The NRP’s slate of can-
didates includes Patricia 
Bartlette (St John’s); 
Jaedee Caines (St Pauls); 
Janice Daniel-Hodge 
(St. James); Cleone 
Stapleton-Simmonds (St 
Thomas) and Rohan Isles 
(St. George).

Dr. Patricia Bartlette
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By Monique Washington  

The Business and 
Professional Women 
Club (BPW) St. Kitts 
branch, in continuing 
to assist and empower 
girls and women in the 
Federation, gifted a num-
ber of mothers with pack-
ages for Mother’s Day 
last weekend.
BPW St. Kitts, which has 
over 40 active members, 
is an organization that 
works towards the devel-
opment and empower-
ment of girls and women. 
According to its website, 
the St. Kitts chapter “was 
inaugurated on May 
16th, 1975 at “Fairview 
Inn” with a membership 
of 24 women, with Ms. 
Pamela Wall as the first 
elected President and Mrs 
Carmen Hanley the first 
Vice President. 

“During the years that 
followed, the Club grew 
in size and the women of 
BPW began engaging in 
various activities tackling 
many important issues 
facing women in society, 
and paving the way for 
other BPWs to follow. 

The Club, although very 
successful, became dor-
mant in 2009. It is now 
rejuvenated under new 
executive leadership. 
The Club now includes 
an encouraging mix of 
business and professional 
women, and invites all 
the business and profes-
sional women of St. Kitts 
to join.”

The Observer spoke on 
Monday with one of its 
Nevis members, who 
noted that the club was 
revamped and revised in 
2012. She noted that they 
wanted to give back  for 
Mother’s Day, and chose 
a number of mothers in 
the federation to give 
back to. 

“We wanted to recognize 
women and mothers in the 
society. So on Mother’s 
Day, we distributed gift 
baskets to mothers around 
the island in St. Kitts, and 
likewise in Nevis,” she 
said.

The member noted that 
the baskets included 
food, toiletries and beauty 
products. She added that 
the club will be hosting 

a fundraising luncheon, 
with Courtney Pine 
and The Gairy Knight 
Quartet, in the near future.

“This fundraiser is in aid 
of purchasing a portable 
ultrasound machine for 
both JNF 

Hospital in St Kitts and 
the Alexandra Hospital in 
Nevis, to assist the mater-
nity wards.” 

She said that the club is 
not a “social” club, but 
rather, a “working “ club.
“You have to put in some 
work if you want to be a 
part of this club. It is not 
a social club. We feed the 
needy, we have painted 
buildings, we do dona-
tions. We started a busi-
ness where we started 
selling work wear to dis-
advantaged women and 
mothers that are looking 
for a job. We have ses-
sions where we help stu-
dents in writing a resume, 
and how to apply for a 
job. We do supportive 
things that help to support 
women and girls, and to 
move forward and to em-
power,” she said.  

BPW  gives  back  on  Mother’s  Day

Members of BPW on Sunday getting ready to present mothers with gift
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History in the making!

EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL

Since 1953, there has been international advocacy for women to 
become more involved in politics. This advocacy developed to the point 
where countries have been encouraged to develop quotas to meet this 
requirement.  Over time, 3 quota systems emerged: reserving a certain 
number of seats in Parliament for women, ensuring a percentage of 
women in the executive of the political party and ensuring a percentage 
of women candidates.  For the latter, between 20 – 50% is the established 
range, with 30% being the desired standard.

Whether it is deliberate or accidental, the Nevis Reformation Party 
(NRP) is on the cutting edge of this movement. Its executive is largely 
women and now its slate of candidates for the next Nevis elections is 
shaping up in furtherance of it.  Last Saturday, Dr Patricia Bartlette was 
launched as their candidate for Nevis 2.  She is the second woman to be 
named by the NRP following the declaration of Ms Jaedee Caines as the 
NRP candidate for Nevis 1 in April. 

Mrs Cleone Stapleton-Simmonds is the incumbent NRP representative 
for Nevis 5 and is expected to candidate also. Then there is the party 
Leader Mrs. Janice Daniel Hodge who is also expected to contest, 
allegedly in Nevis 4. 

On the other side, the Concerned Citizens Movement (CCM) is rumoured 
to be preparing a female to contest in Nevis 5; and, if nothing changes, in 
this district, the race will pit woman against woman.  St Thomas’s would 
gain the distinction of having the most female candidates ever, with Olvis 
Dyer being the 3rd woman to have contested that seat (she did so in 
2001).  The parish is poised to make its own political history!

If the situation holds, at least 50% of the candidates in the next elections, 
due by early 2023, will be female, four for the NRP side and one for the 
CCM.  That will be the another first.   The only other time this number of 
women have candidated was during the Village Council Election of 1979 
when six of the 14 candidates, 43%, were female.

These contest will answer a lot of questions. If the lone the incumbent 
NRP candidate is allowed to contest and wins the seat that she now 
holds, she will prove that she is a force within the political arena rather 
than a stand-in candidate.  Despite her incumbency, she was outvoted for 
the party leadership and would have strengthened her hold on the party. 

If her CCM opposer wins, it will be the first time ever that that district 
would have voted blue. 

Against these scenarios, the historians amongst us must be salivating.  
But candidacy is one thing, winning is quite another.  That is where the 
impactful history will be made.  Everything else may be relegated to 
footnotes in history. 
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ECCU aims to cut 
food import  

bill by $400M

Timothy Antoine

“The report cites an  
unhealthy diet as one of the 

main NCD risk factors.”

By Loshaun Dixon 

Governor of the Eastern 
Caribbean Central 
Bank (ECCB), Timothy 
Antoine, says the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency 
Union (ECCU) will aim 
to cut its import bill by 
$400M over the next 
three years

Antoine said that food 

and nutrition security 
ought to be the focus, 
post-pandemic, noting 
that in 2020, the ECCB  
food import bill amount-
ed to $1.4B or 7.9% of 
GDP.

“Our high dependence 
on imported food means 
that supply chain disrup-
tions render our region 
vulnerable.”

He said the pandemic 
has overshadowed many 
health issues, but has also 
shed light on others.

“Our region’s high inci-
dence of non-communi-
cable diseases (NCDs) 
has increased the suscep-
tibility of our population 
to COVID-19.”

Antoine said a 2020 
report from CARPHA 
indicates that deaths 
from NCDs ,including 

diabetes, cardiovascular 
diseases and hyperten-
sion, made up 77% of all 
deaths in 2016 - up from 
72% in 2000.
“The report cites an un-
healthy diet as one of the 
main NCD risk factors.”
The ECCB Governor 
said that food and nutri-
tion security helps build 

resilience, by promot-
ing a healthy population, 
and by minimizing the 
strain on families, health-
care systems and public 
finances. 
“It is a smart investment 
which enhances human 
capital, and as Winston 
Churchill once put it, 
‘healthy citizens are the 
greatest asset any coun-
try can have’. We aim to 
reduce the ECCU food 
import bill by 25% over 
the next 3 years, that’s a 
savings of $400M. We 
have to get working indi-
vidually as countries, and 
as a region.”

Antoine said that building 
resilience post-pandemic 
is essential to protecting 
hard-earned gains, and 
sustained momentum 
towards socio-economic 
transformation, par-
ticularly in the face of 

relentless shocks.
 “Collective action us-
ing an all-of-society ap-
proach is vital to secure 
shared prosperity, and the 
rollout of vaccines in our 
region is critical for our 
economic recovery.”
The ECCB head said 
many in the region were 
suffering from the same 

storm, but in different 
boats.

“Many of us still have 
our jobs, but consider 
the 80,000 persons in 
the ECCU who depend 
on tourism for direct 
employees who are now 
without work, money, 
and without certainty 
about their livelihoods 
and future.”

He said frontline work-
ers and health authorities 
have done a remarkable 
job to keep the region 
safe.  

“With respect, I submit it 
is our turn to do our jobs 
to keep our families and 
country safe, and to end 
the economic strangula-
tion that is this plague.”
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By Monique Washington 

A shop that has served 
the community of Butlers 
Village and by extension 
the Parish of St James, for 
the past sixty years, was 
destroyed by fire this past 
week.
Around 12:00 am on 
Tuesday morning, the 
wooden structure was 
burnt to the ground.

The shop that was once 
owned by the Sergeant 
Family, began serving the 
people of Butlers in the 
1960s. Later, Clarence 
Jeffers, who once helped 
at the shop, bought the es-
tablishment and ran it for 
almost three decades. The 
shop was named ‘Butlers 
Domino College’.

The Observer spoke with 
Mr. Jeffers on Wednesday, 
and he recounted that he 
was awakened that morn-
ing (Tuesday) by the 
sound of a horn.

“Minutes after one, I 
heard a lot of blowing 
outside my house. The 
police said ‘come out; 
your shop is on fire’. I 
went down there and the 
place was just blazing, 
just blazing. The shop is 
completely gone. All that 
is left is galvanize,” he 
said. 

Jeffers said that the shop 
has served since the late 
50’s early 60’s. He noted 
that at that time, the own-
er would leave him in the 
shop so that persons in 
the St James Parish could 
play dominos.

“She would leave and 
then I would close it 
when we finished. There 
was known as the place to 
play dominos in St James. 
It was a shop for the 
Butlers community and 
for playing dominos,” he 
said.

Jeffers said that he took 
pride in opening early in 
the morning so that those 
villagers who worked 
early in the morning 
could pass by and pur-
chase their breakfast or 
lunch.
“ I wanted to make sure 
that when persons come 
from work and they 
needed any little thing 
like their canned beef or 
macaroni, that they had a 
place to come in the com-
munity. This shop was for 
the community,” he said.
Jeffers said that he feels 
that the fire was set in-
tentionally by someone, 
but he does not under-
stand what could be the 
motivation. 

“I don’t know why 

anybody would want to 
burn down my shop. I 
don’t think it was electri-
cal. It has to be that some-
one burned it down. The 
floor board still seem to 
be intact, so the fire didn’t 
start under the shop…that 
was the funny thing that 
struck me. The fire was 
probably lit in the shop. 
All of this had me think-
ing: ‘why would anybody 
break the shop and then 
burn down the shop?” 

“In our Nevis, people 
don’t go around and 
burning down people 
shop like that. I did not 
have any argument or any 
hard talk or anything with 
anybody. I had nothing 
towards anyone. So natu-
rally no one should have 
anything towards me,” he 
said.

Jeffers said that he will be 
taking a little time to as-
sess the situation and see 
what the police investiga-
tions will reveal.  

The Observer contacted 
the Fire Rescue Service 
on Wednesday, and was 
told that an arson team 
visited the site, but the 
cause of the fire has not 
been determined as yet 
and investigations are still 
ongoing. 

60 years of service lost  
in hours to fire

Clarence Jeffers, the owner of Butlers Domino College that was 
destroyed by fire on Tuesday morning
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris says that 
the crime-fighting strate-
gies implemented by his 
government since tak-
ing office in 2015, have 
worked to curb crime and 
criminality in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

Dr Harris emphasized 
that safety and security is 
the calm from which ev-
erything flows. 
“Security encompasses 
everything - be it eco-
nomic, social or human 
development. The vitality 
of safety and security in 
nation-building is quite 
evident. If our twin-island 
paradise is seen as unsafe, 
tourists won’t come and 
investors will not invest. 
Locals will also be hesi-
tant to participate in eco-
nomic activity.”
He said crime and crimi-
nality hinder social inter-
action and human growth, 
and every citizen has a 
role to play.

“We well remember the 
situation with crime and 
criminality when my 
Government took office 
in February 2015. Given 
the frightening situation 
then, it is understand-
able that the safety and 
security of our people 
remain preeminent on our 
agenda.” 

Dr Harris said that the 
Government, in consulta-
tion with security experts 
and law enforcement, and 
in consideration of their 
needs for a safer stronger 
future, developed imme-
diate, medium, and long-
term goals. 

“The idea was to create, 
augment and/or redis-
tribute, where necessary, 
the capacities needed to 
arrest the situation that 
most would admit was 
out of control then. We set 

achievable and measur-
able goals, and set about 
putting the things in place 
to meet them.” 

He said as part of that as-
sessment, the Ministry of 
National Security identi-
fied several factors that 
affected the proper and 
effective execution of du-
ties in law enforcement.
Dr Harris said the deplor-
able conditions of a num-
ber of police stations and 
the consequential reloca-
tion of officers, the lack 
of equipment and proper 
support, and insufficient 
training programmes, 
were some of the is-
sues within the National 
Security apparatus.  
“These led to low morale 
in Law Enforcement, and 
even lower levels of re-
cruitment. We set about 
correcting these, by clos-
ing dilapidated police sta-
tions in Old Road and St. 
Paul’s and the construc-
tion of new modern facili-
ties in New Castle, Nevis, 
and Sandy Point. Indeed, 
Sandy Point Station 
can rightly be termed a 
National Security and 
Judicial Complex, hous-
ing Police, Customs, 
Fire, Immigration, and a 
Magistrate’s Court.

“We increased risk pay 
for the Police Officers 
and displacement allow-
ances to those working in 
Nevis but residing in St. 
Kitts and vice versa. We 
insisted and facilitated 
better training for Police 
Officers to facilitate 
faster breakthroughs and 
crime-solving.”  
He said through com-
bined efforts and strate-
gies, St. Kitts and Nevis 
has experienced a wel-
comed sweeping reduc-
tion in major crimes, 
including homicides. 
“I commend the High 
Command and the 

hard-working Rank and 
File of the Police Force 
and wider Security 
Forces.
“We facilitated and sup-
ported the peace initia-
tive, thereby containing 
inter-gang rivalry and 
crime and homicides.”
Dr. Harris said his gov-
ernment has assisted 
Nevis with New Castle 
Police Station as well as 
infrastructural and other 
support to Nevis.

“Insecurity anywhere in 
the Federation, is inse-
curity everywhere in the 
Federation. In keeping 
with our view that we are 
one nation, the support 
by my Government for 
national security projects 
in Nevis has been at the 
highest level. 

“It is important to note 
the earnest efforts of the 
Team Unity Government 
to enhance security in 
Nevis, where in many 
cases, it was lacking,” 
Prime Minister Harris 
said, when he addressed 
the nation on the Tuesday, 
May 11 edition of 
‘Leadership Matters’. 
He said the federal gov-
ernment has contributed 
$2.4 million towards the 
construction and furnish-
ing of the New Castle 
Police Station and re-
cently supplied furniture 
for the station from the 
Central Purchasing Unit 
in Basseterre.

“In November 2019, 
with the support from 
the Government of 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan), an Agreement 
was signed with 
VIVOTEK at about 
$5 million, to provide 
cameras and other ac-
cessories, as well as the 
equipment and furniture 
for the expansion of the 
CCTV Command Centre 
in Nevis.”

Dr Harris said looking at 
where crime is now com-
pared to February 2015, 
even the most reluctant 
would admit that the ef-
forts have borne fruit.

“Crime and criminality 
have been on a downward 
trend over the last few 
years, especially violent 
crimes. In 2017, we re-
duced homicides to 23 as 
elements of the National 
Security plan were be-
ing implemented, and in 
2019, we recorded a fur-
ther significant reduction 
from 23 to 13. A further 
reduction to 10 was re-
corded last year.
“While one homicide is 
one too many, this year 

we have had four. We 
note non-fatal shootings 
stand at zero and gang ac-
tivities are at their lowest 
levels in recent memory.”
He commended citizens 
and residents for discipline 

and commitment to law 
and order, and stressed 
that support is required 
for alternative pathways 
for at-risk youth, and for 
youth groups, that rein-
force positive activities. 

Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris 

PM: Crime-fighting 
strategies have worked
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Trinidad & Tobago with 615 New COVID Cases

CMC- Trinidad and 
Tobago reported a record 
number of 615 positive 
cases of the coronavi-
rus, as well as joining 
Jamaica in recording 
more deaths linked to the 
pandemic, with a 235 to-
tal to date.

The Ministry of Health 
in its latest bulletin said 
that the cases reflect a 
five day period and not 
for the last 24 hours.

“While the normal re-
porting timeframe cov-
ers samples taken within 
two to three days, the 
substantial increase in 
the positive cases and 
the resulting number of 
samples collected and 
processed at testing sites 
throughout the country, 
has affected the report-
ing timeline in this in-
stance,” it said.
The Ministry said that 
the 99 cases reported on 
Monday “may have been 
as a result of the nor-
mal weekend closure of 
some of the testing sites 
and some of the health 
facilities where swab-
bing takes place”.
“This it should be under-
scored that the reported 
positive cases reflect a 
high percentage of infec-
tion within the popula-
tion. The cases reflected 
a positivity rate in excess 
of 40 per cent, which is 
a cause for significant 
concern”.
According to the minis-
try, there are now 4, 588 
active cases with 14, 417 
positive cases since the 
first case was detected in 
March last year.

The authorities reported 
11 more deaths pushing 
the total to 235. There 
are 439 people in state-
sanctioned quarantine, 
while 3, 548 are in home 
isolation.
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“For example, Biomedical Engineer-
ing and Nursing, those are critical 

areas for us and we need people in 
those areas. Every year there will be 
some changes to the priority areas 

of study, but some areas will not” 

Two MUA/NIA scholarships available 
By Monique Washington 

The Medical University 
of the Americas (MUA) 
and Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) are 
once again offering two 
scholarships to Nevisians, 
to pursue undergraduate 
studies at an accredited 
university or higher learn-
ing institution.

The Medical University 
of the Americas was 
established in Nevis in 
1998, and the scholarship 
agreement was formed 
during the school’s in-
ception. In 2011, a for-
mal application process 
was established between 
the NIA and MUA, and 
included the formation 

of a committee that has 
representation from the 
Ministries of Health, 
Education, and Human 
Resources, along with the 
Premier’s Ministry, pri-
vate sector, and a nongov-
ernmental organization

Last year, Rickila 
Hanley and Tamara 
Davis were awarded 
the annual scholarships. 
Hanley is pursuing 
Biomedical Engineering 
at the University of 
the West Indies, Mona 
Campus, in Jamaica, 
while Tamara Davis is 
pursuing  Psychology 
at the University of the 
West Indies, Cave Hill 
Campus, in Barbados

The Observer spoke with 

Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Health 
in the Nevis Island 
Administration, Shelisa 
Martin-Clarke, who 
noted that students will 
be bonded to the NIA 
for five years after they 
complete their degrees. 
She added that each year 
the priority areas of study 
may change.

“For example, 
Biomedical Engineering 
and Nursing, those are 
critical areas for us and 
we need people in those 
areas. Every year there 
will be some changes to 
the priority areas of study, 
but some areas will not 
change, those are the criti-
cal areas.” 

The scholarships can 
be awarded for up to 
four years of study 
at the University of 
the West Indies, The 
Medical University of 
the Americas, or any 
other four (4)-year United 
States-based institution .

 

The priority areas 
for 2021-2022 are 
Environmental Health, 
Optometry, Dental 
Hygiene, Occupational/
Speech Therapy, Nursing, 
Health Educator, 
Biomedical Engineering, 
Health Information 
M a n a g e m e n t , 
Occupational Health & 
Safety, Radiography, 
Supply Chain 

Management (Health) 
and Social Work.

Person applying must be 
at least 18 years of age, a 
citizen of St. Kitts/Nevis, 
have at least five CXC 
CSEC passes including 
Mathematics, English 
and one Science, must 
be active in community 
service. Martin Clarke 
added that the application 
process is opened to ev-
eryone and not just gov-
ernment employees.

An 800 to 1000-word es-
say stating “future goals 
and why you are deserv-
ing of this scholarship” 
should also be submitted, 

along with photo identifi-
cation and an acceptance 
letter from a college. 

Applications will be ac-
cepted beginning May 
17, 2021, and conclude 
on June 25, 2021. All ap-
plications must be typed 
and submitted as a hard 
copy. Successful appli-
cants must maintain a 
grade point average of 3.0 
to keep the scholarship.
Martin said that the NIA 
has benefited from stu-
dents who have returned, 
“Earlene Pemberton who 
works for the Ministry 
of Health, and Pearl 
Bergan, who works with 
the schools just to name 
a few”. 
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By Loshaun Dixon 

The man who illegally en-
tered St. Kitts on Tuesday 
was captured Thursday 
morning in the Buckleys 
Area. Police have con-
firmed that the individual 
is in quarantine and will 
be tested for COVID-19.

On Wednesday, police 

had indicated that they 
were searching for “a 
male who would have 
entered the Federation il-
legally with a stolen boat 
from Antigua”.

Divisional Commander 
for District ‘A’, 
Superintendent Cromwell 
Henry, had disclosed that 
the illegal entry occurred 
via one of the beaches.

“On Tuesday, May 11 
police received informa-
tion about a fishing vessel 
landing at Lime Kiln Bay, 
and an individual with a 
suitcase running off in the 
Lime Kiln area,” Henry 
disclosed.
He said the Coast Guard, 

Police and several 
Defence Force units re-
sponded, and found the 
abandoned vessel on the 
beach. 

“The surrounding area 
was searched but no one 
was found. The vessel 
was taken into custody by 

St. Kitts and Nevis’ Coast 
Guard.”

Henry gave details of 
what law enforcement 
had discovered. 

“Our investigations re-
vealed that the vessel 
was stolen in Antigua the 
night before. This has led 
us to believe the individ-
ual possibly came from 
Antigua.”

He said there was concern 
about the individual, be-
cause of the community 
spread in Antigua.

“Our Medical Chief of 
Staff has always said 
that we can go into com-
munity spread as long as 
our borders are open and 
persons are entering from 
COVID-19 hotspots. Our 
borders include the unpro-
tected and porous beaches 
around the island; this is 
where our greatest threat 
lies.”

He said persons entering 
the country via those av-
enues do not follow any 
of the prescribed proto-
cols, and this will put the 
country at greater risk for 
a community spread.

Chief Medical Officer Dr 
Hazel Laws reiterated the 
importance of protecting 
the borders. 

“We need to monitor our 
borders; border surveil-
lance is very important, 
because we need to 
minimize the risk of en-
try of the virus into the 
Federation.”

Superintendent Cromwell Henry

Police capture 
man who Illegally 

entered SKN

“On Tuesday, May 11 police received 
information about a fishing vessel 
landing at Lime Kiln Bay, and an in-

dividual with a suitcase running off 
in the Lime Kiln area,” 
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Dr. Carla Barnett: CARICOM Names First 
Female Secretary-General

History was created when 
Dr. Carla Barnett was ap-
pointed as the first female 
Secretary-General of the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM).

The leaders unanimously 
agreed to Barnett’s ap-
pointment at a Special 
Session, which was 
chaired by Trinidad and 
Tobago’s Prime Minister 
Dr. Keith Rowley.

Barnett, a national of 
Belize, will be the first 
person from the country 
to occupy the office.

She will replace 
Ambassador Irwin 
LaRocque who is com-
pleting his second term.

Barnett will assume of-
fice on 15 August 2021.

This is not the first time 
that Barnett created his-
tory within CARICOM 
since she served as the 
first female deputy secre-
tary-general from 1997 to 
2002.

Barnett has a long history 
of public and government 
service.
She was formerly the 
Vice President of the 
Belize Senate and held 
various ministerial posts.

She has also served 
as Financial Secretary 
of Belize and Deputy 
Governor of the Central 
Bank of Belize, as 
well as Vice-President 
(Operations) of the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB)

Dr. Carla Barnett
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32 embark on police recruitment course

By Loshaun Dixon  

A new cohort of police 
recruits are being urged 
to adapt to a modern form 
of policing that involves 
crime prevention and 
social intervention, as 
they embark on a sixth-
month course to become 
members of the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force
On Monday, 32 new re-
cruits begun a training 
programme that, when 
completed, will see them 
move from civilians to 
police officers. Course 
#45 comprises 25 males 
and seven females. The 
trainees are predomi-
nantly from St. Kitts and 
Nevis. Nationals from 
the Commonwealth of 
Dominica, Jamaica, and 
the Dominican Republic 
are also a part of the 
course.
Commandant at the 
Police Training School, 
Inspector Shorna 
Edwards, said she was an-
ticipating that the recruits 
were ready to take up the 
mantle of policing.
“It is a very disciplined 
and life-changing career. 
During your stay here 
at the Police Training 
School, you will be taught 
the various police sub-
jects at the basic levels, 
including general duties, 
criminal law evidence 
and procedure. These will 
be complemented with 
physical training, self-
defence, foot and arms 
drills, weapon training 
and others.

“There will be 

extracurricular activities 
to keep you sharp and 
to help you develop into 
the type of police offi-
cer that will serve in the 
Federation.”

She told the recruits that 
“the journey will be chal-
lenging” but urged all to 
not give in to the pressure.

“I can promise you that 
the journey will not be 
easy, and there are times 
you will want to throw 
in the towel, but I can 
promise you that the jour-
ney would be worth it, as 
there are many opportuni-
ties for professional and 
personal advancement in 
the organization.”

Force Personnel Officer, 
Clifford Govia, com-
mended the young men 
and women for volunteer-
ing to serve the country, 
noting that it is the great-
est call one can embrace. 
He also called for a 
change in attitude by the 
recruits by the end of the 
course.
“All of us can have a good 
and positive attitude that 
people find to be infec-
tious. We need to see pro-
fessionalism, we need to 
see courtesy, and we need 
to see respect in every one 
of you at the end and at 
the very beginning of this 
course.
“At the end we expect all 
of you to walk, to talk, to 
think and absolutely to 
dress as police officers.”
He said it was time to 
move away from the old 
paradigm that exists that 

police officers are just to 
arrest people.

“We want you to expunge 
that from your vocabu-
lary. It is to be thinkers 
and how can you make a 
contribution to the devel-
opment of the organiza-
tion. When you complete 
this course, we expect you 
to be the police officers 
that the society and world 
demands.”

Commissioner of Police 
Hilroy Brandy said that 
it was a joy to see young 
men and women dem-
onstrate their interest in 
becoming members of the 
police force.
“As you embark on this 
journey, do understand 
that challenges will arise. 
Do not be afraid to face 
those challenges; use 
these situations to build 
the character. You can and 
you will overcome.”
He advised the potential 
officers that during their 
training it would be im-
portant to work as a team.
“There is no directorate 
within the force that is 
successful without the 
involvement of other of-
ficers. There can never 
be a successful operation 
without various moving 
parts.”

Commissioner Brandy 
also encouraged them to 
set the right example and 
demonstrate good ethics 
and operate with integrity.

Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of National 
Security, Osmond Petty, 
noted that the formal 

subjects including crimi-
nal law, evidence and pro-
cedure, weapons training, 
foot and arms drills, and 
more, are essential, but 
added that equal atten-
tion must be paid to what 
he dubbed “the hidden 
curriculum”.
 “Learn to engage others 
in courteous conversa-
tions; you must learn the 

ability to listen, show em-
pathy to persons, explain 
your actions to people... 
deescalate tense situa-
tions, and leave everyone 
that you encounter with 
their dignity.” 

 The permanent secretary 
said that these strategies 
would prove particularly 

useful when encounter-
ing various segments of 
society. He made special 
mention of engagements 
with at-risk youth.
  “Learn how to engage 
youth and teenagers who 
are naturally aggressive 
sometimes, but need your 
support, because you 
should know better.”

Police recruits who embarked on a six-month training course this week
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Sham Marriages: A 
problem that needs 
addressing - Chief 

Immigration Officer

Incidents of fake marriages are 
something that needs to be  

addressed, according to Chief  
Immigration Officer Merclyn Hughes, 

who said legislation would be  
necessary to effectively do so.

By Monique Washington 

Sham Marriages: A prob-
lem that needs address-
ing - Chief Immigration 
Officer
Incidents of fake mar-

riages are something that 
needs to be addressed, 
according to Chief 
Immigration Officer 
Merclyn Hughes, who 
said legislation would be 
necessary to effectively 
do so.

Hughes said the matter 
was something that there 
were no laws to prop-
erly police. “Marriages 
of convenience or sham 
marriages - some coun-
tries have the laws spelt 
out, and you can do your 
investigation and take the 
matter before the court.”
She said, however, that 
they were looking to 
amend the Immigration 
Act to ensure they have 
the legal footing when 
they investigate.

 “These are one of the 

things that we are look-
ing at, in terms of the 
Immigration Act to be 
reviewed, and for amend-
ments. Those are some 
of the recommendations 
that we wish to make so 
that when these situations 

occur, we will have teeth, 
we will have the grounds 
to stand on to investigate.”

Hughes said that mar-
riages of convenience 
are marital arrangements 
entered into without a real 
marital relationship. 

“It is commonly done by 
persons seeking citizen-
ship of another country.”
She said the new 
Enforcement Unit of the 
Immigration Department 
will help to investigate 
such incidents as soon as 
the laws are amended.

Hughes implored ev-
ery citizen and resident 
to be watchful, and be 
the ears and eyes of law 
enforcement. 
“The general public can 

expect to see immigration 
officers moving around 
the island in their newly 
acquired law enforcement 
uniforms.”

She said the new unit was 
activated to manage the 

large number of persons 
overstaying, and persons 
working without the rel-
evant approval.

“We are therefore en-
couraging persons who 
fit these profiles to visit 
the Ministry of National 
Security and have their 
status regularized as soon 
as possible.”

The Immigration head 
also warned potential 
employers that it is an 
offence to employ any 
non-national without a 
work permit, which must 
be applied for while the 
prospective employee is 
outside the federation, 
and the employer fulfilled 
their local obligations out-
lined in the Immigration 
act.

CIO Merclyn Hughes
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By Monique Washington  

Sixteen individuals have 
gained extra knowledge 
in writing proposals for 
grant funding this past 
week, as part of a five-
day workshop hosted 
by the Social Policy 
and Sustainable Human 
Development Unit.

The workshop targeted 
community organisations, 
as well as representa-
tives from various min-
istries within the Nevis 
Island Administration. 
The activity was held at 
the Jessups Community 
Centre. 

The initiative will also 

begin the process of 
achieving United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG)17 – 
‘Strengthen the means 
of implementation and 
revitalize the global part-
nership for sustainable 
development’.

The Observer spoke 

with Joyce Moven, 
Coordinator of the Social 
Policy and Sustainable 
Human Development 
Unit, who said that as it 
relates to SDG 17 “we 
would begin the process. 
We are building the part-
nership right now. I don’t 
think you can ever com-
plete it, because all of the 
goals are continuous”.

She noted that they have 
targeted  organizations, 
community groups and 
church groups, and are“ 
giving them the capacity 
to write the proposal so 
that they would be able to 
apply for grant funding”

.

Moven said that the par-
ticipants will be equipped 

with the knowledge about 
project conceptualizing 
and the steps involved in 
writing a winning grant 
proposal that will help to 
assist the government in 
writing proposals as well 
as community groups and 
organizations.

CONTINUED ON 
NEXT PAGE

16 gain knowledge on proposal writing
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“Getting the money is not the only thing, I must 
warn you. Once you’re writing, you have to  

keep in mind that you have to get it executed, 
and get it executed within the time you  

say you are going to do it.”

She explained that at the 
end of the workshop, 
participants should be 
able to submit a proposal 
to a funding agency.
“What we are encour-
aging them to do, those 
that are affiliated with 
groups, is to write a pro-
posal, or have a proposal 
outline, so that they may 
be able to submit to fund-
ing agents,” she said.

On Monday, facilitator of 
the workshop, Leonard 
Stapleton, speaking to 
the participants said that 
“the programme is tai-
lored so that once you go 
through the material and 
you answer certain basic 
questions, gather certain 

information, you will 
already be well on your 
way to writing for a suc-
cessful grant. 
“Getting the money is 
not the only thing, I must 
warn you. Once you’re 
writing, you have to keep 
in mind that you have to 
get it executed, and get it 
executed within the time 
you say you are going to 
do it.”

He said that there are 
organisations and agen-
cies that are willing to 
assist developing coun-
tries such as St. Kitts and 
Nevis. He noted that per-
sons having the knowl-
edge to write a winning 
proposal and to access 

funds would contribute 
to the overall develop-
ment of the country. 
He added that another 
critical component of the 
process is the reporting. 
“The people that give 
you the funding have 
to report to the people 
they get the money from, 
and their report is based 
on your report. So you 
have to think about col-
lecting evidence, the 
means of evaluating, to 
give evidence that you 
have done what you say 
you are going to do with 
the people’s money,” he 
said.
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The Nevis Water 
Department has an-
nounced the commence-
ment of disconnections 
for people in areas start-
ing June 2029

The Nevis Water 
Department in a release 
advised customers that 
disconnections will be 
conducted throughout 
the island of Nevis com-
mencing the month of 
June, 2021.

 “Customers who are in 
arrears for more than 90 
days are encouraged to 
settle their outstanding 
amounts on their water 
bills before the stated date 
to avoid disconnection 
of service(s). We look 
forward to your kind co-
operation and understand-
ing during this time.”

In January Premier of 
Nevis Mark Brantley 
urged individuals and 
businesses in Nevis that 
have racked up thousands 
of dollars for unpaid 
water to pay up to avoid 
disconnection.
Brantley revealed that 
some companies and in-
dividuals have large, un-
paid water bills of up to 
$30,000.
“The numbers are simply 
staggering. And the kind 
of people and businesses 
that are on the

list for not paying for wa-
ter will make the hardest 
heart cry. When I see on 
the list,

important companies and 
important individuals in 
the community owing 

$19,000, $20,000,

$30,000. How you get 
to $30,000 if the water is 
$40 for 10,000 gallons? It 
means you

haven’t paid in years.”

Brantley said that that 
the water department 
will begin disconnection 
of delinquent customers 
shortly.

When questioned by the 
Observer as to why cus-
tomers were allowed to 
be indebted to the

water department without 
disconnection, Brantley 
said he doesn’t know.
“I am not sure that we 
have a satisfactory an-
swer, but it happened, and 
I am saying that it

has to stop. Whatever the 
reasons were that some 
people were able to rack 
up large bills in

terms of water and 

electricity without being 
disconnected, we are now 
saying to these

people, you have had a 
free ride for long enough. 

Come in now and make 
an arrangement

to pay your bill. If you 
can’t pay in full, pay in 
part.”

Nevis Water Department to commence  
disconnections for arrears

The Nevis Water Department’s new location from March 16, the Edith L. 
Solomon Building on the Island Main Road in Charlestown.
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Nature and revelation alike testify of 
God’s love. Our Father in heaven is the 
source of life, of wisdom, and of joy. 
Look at the wonderful and beautiful 
things of nature. Think of their marvel-
ous adaptation to the needs and happi-
ness, not only of man, but of all living 
creatures. The sunshine and the rain, that 
gladden and refresh the earth, the hills 
and seas and plains, all speak to us of the 
Creator’s love. It is God who supplies 
the daily needs of all His creatures. In 
the beautiful words of the psalmist— 

“The eyes of all wait upon Thee;

And Thou givest them their meat in due 
season.

Thou openest Thine hand,

And satisfiest the desire of every living 
thing.” Psalm 145:15, 16. 

God made man perfectly holy and 
happy; and the fair earth, as it came 
from the Creator’s hand, bore no blight 
of decay or shadow of the curse. It is 
transgression of God’s law—the law of 
love—that has brought woe and death. 
Yet even amid the suffering that results 
from sin, God’s love is revealed. It is 
written that God cursed the ground for 
man’s sake. Genesis 3:17. The thorn and 
the thistle—the difficulties and trials that 
make his life one of toil and care—were 
appointed for his good as a part of the 
training needful in God’s plan for his 
uplifting from the ruin and degradation 
that sin has wrought. The world, though 
fallen, is not all sorrow and misery. In 
nature itself are messages of hope and 
comfort. There are flowers upon the 
thistles, and the thorns are covered with 
roses. 

“God is love” is written upon every 
opening bud, upon every spire of spring-
ing grass. The lovely birds making the 
air vocal with their happy songs, the 
delicately tinted flowers in their perfec-
tion perfuming the air, the lofty trees of 
the forest with their rich foliage of living 
green—all testify to the tender, fatherly 
care of our God and to His desire to 
make His children happy. 
The word of God reveals His character. 
He Himself has declared His infinite 
love and pity. When Moses prayed, 

“Show me Thy glory,” the Lord an-
swered, “I will make all My goodness 
pass before thee.” Exodus 33:18, 19. 
This is His glory. The Lord passed 
before Moses, and proclaimed, “The 
Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gra-
cious, long-suffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and trans-
gression and sin.” Exodus 34:6, 7. He is 
“slow to anger, and of great kindness,” 
“because He delighteth in mercy.” Jonah 
4:2; Micah 7:18. 

God has bound our hearts to Him by un-
numbered tokens in heaven and in earth. 
Through the things of nature, and the 
deepest and tenderest earthly ties that 
human hearts can know, He has sought 
to reveal Himself to us. Yet these but 
imperfectly represent His love. Though 
all these evidences have been given, the 
enemy of good blinded the minds of 
men, so that they looked upon God with 
fear; they thought of Him as severe and 
unforgiving. Satan led men to conceive 
of God as a being whose chief attribute 
is stern justice,—one who is a severe 
judge, a harsh, exacting creditor. He 
pictured the Creator as a being who is 
watching with jealous eye to discern the 
errors and mistakes of men, that He may 
visit judgments upon them. It was to re-
move this dark shadow, by revealing to 
the world the infinite love of God, that 
Jesus came to live among men. 

The Son of God came from heaven to 
make manifest the Father. “No man hath 
seen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
He hath declared Him.” John 1:18. 
“Neither knoweth any man the Father, 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the 
Son will reveal Him.” Matthew 11:27. 
When one of the disciples made the re-
quest, “Show us the Father,” Jesus an-
swered, “Have I been so long time with 
you, and yet hast thou not known Me, 
Philip? He that hath seen Me hath seen 
the Father; and how sayest thou then, 
Show us the Father?” John 14:8, 9. 
In describing His earthly mission, Jesus 
said, The Lord “hath anointed Me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; He hath 
sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised.” Luke 
4:18. 

Steps to Christ          
Chapter 1—God’s Love for Man

Ellen G. White 

Writings Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. White. All Rights Reserved.
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The Hill- A majority of 
global chief information 
security officers (CISOs) 
surveyed as part of a re-
port released Wednesday 
said they feel their orga-
nizations are unprepared 
to face a cyberattack, de-
spite many believing they 
will face an attack in the 
next year.

The report, compiled 
by cybersecurity group 
Proofpoint, was based on 
a survey of 1,400 CISOs 
in 14 different countries 
including the United 
States. The results high-
lighted a brutal year for 
security professionals 
struggling to cope during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Organizational cyber 
preparedness is still a 
major concern, and more 
than a year into this pan-
demic, it really changed 

the threat landscape, 66 
percent of CISOs feel 
their organization is un-
prepared to cope with 
a targeted cyberattack 
in 2021,” Lucia Milică, 
global resident CISO at 
Proofpoint and the re-
port’s lead author, told 
The Hill ahead of the re-
port’s release.

Around 64 percent of 
CISOs said they believe 
they will face some form 
of cyberattack in the next 
12 months.

Many of these concerns 
were due to increased 
remote work, with more 
than half of the CISOs 
surveyed agreeing with 
the notion that a hybrid 
work environment had 
made their jobs more 
difficult, and 60 percent 
seeing an increase in 
targeted attacks due to 

remote work over the past 
year.

Additionally, many 
security leaders felt a 
perceived lack of under-
standing from company 
leadership, with only 25 
percent reporting that 
their boards were on the 
same page with them in 
terms of cybersecurity 
threats and resources.
“2020 has elevated the 
CISO role to where you 
have continuous visibility 
into the executive board 
level, but the expectations 
from the business on their 
functions seem exces-
sive,” Milică said.
The cybersecurity lead-
ers cited a broad range of 
cyberattacks they feared 
could impact their busi-
nesses, but zeroed in 
particularly on concerns 

around business email 
compromise, insider 
threats within their orga-
nizations, supply chain 
attacks and ransomware.
Hospitals, schools and 
government organiza-
tions have all been target-
ed by ransomware attacks 
amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic, along with critical 
infrastructure, such as the 
recent attack that forced 
the Colonial Pipeline 
Company to temporarily 
shut down its operations.

The U.S. was also hit by 
a series of major cyber-
attacks with widespread 
impacts, including the 
SolarWinds attack, which 
involved Russian hack-
ers compromising nine 
federal agencies and 100 
private sector groups. 
New vulnerabilities on 
Microsoft’s Exchange 
Server, exploited by both 
Chinese and Russian 
hackers, compromised 
potentially thousands 
more organizations.

“CISOs are on high alert 
across a range of different 
threats,” Milică said. “As 
you’ve seen the last 12 
months, they have been 
really faced with a relent-
less attack landscape.”
With the attacks increas-
ing and the future of work 
likely to be a more hybrid 
landscape in the wake 
of the pandemic, other 
industry leaders pushed 
for more resources and 
support for overburdened 
CISOs.

Report: World Unprepared for Cyberattacks
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Popular Jamaican dance-
hall deejay Bounty Killer 
has called on Jamaicans 
to take a firm stance 
against crime following a 
deadly gun battle between 
criminals and the police in 
Kingston on Monday.

Around midday in the 
Half-Way-Tree area, the 
police intercepted a ve-
hicle with men who were 
alleged to be gunmen. 
The subsequent shoot-out 
with police, which took 

place in the full view of 
motorists, was captured 
on video.

Reacting to the incident in 
a lengthy Instagram post, 
Bounty Killer condemned 
the actions of the gun-
men who were killed in 
the incident, saying they 
were senseless. He said 
more Jamaicans need to 
condemn criminal activ-
ity for the betterment of 
the country.
In the post, the deejay 
urged young Jamaican 

men who may be inclined 
to pursue a life of crime 
not to do so. He has also 
condemned Jamaican art-
ists who he says are fund-
ing crime and taking care 
of criminals.
Bounty Killer’s statement 
adds to his recent cam-
paign against crime and 
violence in Jamaica. Last 
month, the deejay, whose 
real name is Rodney 
Pryce, said that he regrets 
many of his past music 
which contained violent 
lyrics.

“I do learn from my 
mistakes … One of my 
mistakes was to sing seh 
‘murder informa’, and 
‘people dead’, and ‘my 
gun nuh join lodge’, and 
all these things,” the artist 
said.

“I’m just a different man, 
I’m not the same age, 
I’m not at the same stage. 
But I’m still Rodney. I’m 
still the same person who 
born on 12 June 1972,” he 
continued.
“So I don’t think a person 

can change, I’m surely 
rearranged. I’m stepping 
different and I’m seeing 
things different and I’m 
going about things dif-
ferent. So people would 
call that a change..but I’m 
same the man just smart-
er, wiser and bolder.”

Bounty Killer has also 
teamed up with Crime 
Stop Jamaica for a cam-
paign to encourage resi-
dents to speak out against 
the perpetrators of crime 
and violence.

Popular Jamaican 
dancehall deejay 

Bounty Killer

Jamaica: Bounty Killer Calls for Action Against Crime
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