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Vaccine expiration date leads to 
shorter dosing schedules

By Loshaun Dixon 

The expiration date for the 
current batch of Oxford/
AstraZeneca vaccines in 
St. Kitts and Nevis are 
drawing closer, according 
to Chief Medical Officer 
Dr Hazel Laws, has 
warned.

Dr. Laws noted that the 
current batch expires at 
the end of June, and as 
a result, some individu-
als have had their second 
doses brought forward.

“Please note that the pres-
ent batch of vaccines that 
we have, have a limited 
shelf life. What does that 
really mean? They’re 
going to expire soon. By 
the end of June, the pres-
ent batch of vaccines will 
expire.

“There are a number of 
individuals when you 
asked have you accepted 
the vaccine, you are told 
‘I am waiting.’”

Health officials in St. Kitts 
and Nevis had announced 
that the Federation will be 
using a 10-week schedule 
between the two doses. 
CMO Laws indicated, 
however, that some may 
have a shorter schedule 
between doses due to the 
expiration date.  

“A relative of mine 

received her first dose of 
the AstraZeneca/Oxford 
vaccine today and her ap-
pointment is the 30th of 
June, and so it’s less than 
10 weeks. It’s because of 
the shortened shelf life of 
the vaccine.

“Please note that the vac-
cine interval can vary 
anywhere between one 
month to 12 weeks, and 
given the shelf life of vac-
cines, if you come at this 
late stage we will give it 
to you, but the interval 
will be shortened.”

Dr Laws said that they 
are aiming to vaccinate 
the adults in the popula-
tion who comprise 70% 
of the inhabitants, and 
would like to get there at 
the soonest.

St. Kitts and Nevis re-
ceived an initial 2000 
doses of the Oxford/
AstraZeneca vaccine as a 
gift from the Government 
of Dominica, another 
20,000 doses from the 
Government of India and 
21,600 doses from the 
Covax facility.

The vaccines received to 
date can vaccinate 21,800. 
The target population to 
achieve herd immunity is 
33,037.

In St. Kitts and Nevis, 
more than 18,500 first 
doses have been admin-
istered, while more than 
3,000 have been fully 
vaccinated.

Prime Minister of St Kitts 
and Nevis, Dr Timothy 
Harris on Friday called 
on the United States and 
other vaccine-producing 
countries to ensure the 
equitable distribution of 
the vaccine.

Dr Harris, who also has 
lead responsibility for 
Health within the quasi-
CARICOM cabinet, said 
a better effort was needed 
from larger countries with 
more resources.

“The US is the most 
important partner to the 
CARICOM member 
states, and St. Kitts and 
Nevis in particular. It sup-
plies us with the largest 
intake of tourists, and it 
is the market for most of 
what we export,” Harris 
said on the US-based 
Bloomberg Quicktake, 
a global streaming news 
network.

“What we really would 
have loved to see is 
that the US would have 
shown early leadership 
in terms of support to the 
region as we fight a most 

dangerous pandemic. The 
US at this moment has 
excess vaccines.

“The Caribbean region 

needs vaccines desper-
ately, and in the short term 
we would require the 
United States of America 
to make a portion of those 

excess vaccines available 
to CARICOM member 
states, including St. Kitts 
and Nevis.” 

Chief Medical Officer Dr Hazel Laws
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By Loshaun Dixon  

Three of St. Kitts and 
Nevis’ leaders through 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
were among seven out-
standing individuals 
awarded Wednesday with 
the Companion of Star 
of Merit (CSM) by 
Governor-General Sir 
Tapley Seaton QC.

Chief Medical Officer 
Dr Hazel Laws, Medical 
Chief of Staff at the JNF 
Hospital Dr Cameron 
Wilkinson and National 
Disaster Coordinator 
Abdias Samuel were 
presented with the na-
tional award for National 
Service in Crisis. The 
other Recipients of the 
Companion of Star of 
Merit were  Dr Burnell 
Sylvester Nisbett for 
his work in Veterinary 
Medicine, Mrs Viola 
Jacobs for her service 
in Education, Reverend 
Rudolph Smithen for his 
Religious Service and 
Mrs Shirley Gloria Estelle 
Browne for service in 
Education.

The seven were hon-
oured with a ceremony 
at Government House 
in recognition of their 
service.

Speaking at that cer-
emony, Prime Minister 
Dr Timothy Harris said 
that it was a momentous 
occasion, with seven 
outstanding nationals 
invested with the 2021 
National Honours Awards 
by his Excellency the 
Governor-General.

“It is for me a particular 

delight to be with such 
an inspirational group 
of Nationals. Today our 
country recognizes just 
how far they have gone 
to live in the words of our 
country’s motto “Country 
Above Self.””

Dr Harris said that the cer-
emony is the entire nation 
expressing its gratitude to 
the awardees, and it ac-
knowledges the dedicated 
service that they have 
rendered. 

“These awards are not 
given lightly nor are they 
given randomly. They are 
presented to those who 
have given of themselves 
to a cause, and to those 
who serve as beacons 
through others. They are 
all more than worthy 
recipients.”

He said that this is a 
unique year in which they 
are honouring outstand-
ing citizens and nationals. 

“We all know the damage 
COVID-19 has caused to 
our community and our 
economy. We all know 
the pain and the dis-
comfort brought by the 
pandemic. We all lived it 
and continue to live in its 
shadow.

“The last year has been 
one of challenges in many 
respects, but through this 
adversity has come great 
strength for our people. 
Many people in our com-
munity have risen to the 
challenges presented and 
some of the Honourees 
are among those. Don’t 
lose sight of the human-
ity, commitment and 

selflessness witnessed 
over the last year”.

Dr Harris added that the 
awards help to provide 
the opportunity to shine 
a light on the work being 
undertaken by outstand-
ing citizens, and hold 
them up as examples 
for others, in particular  
young people, to follow 
and emulate. 

“Our National Honours 
Awards are a reminder 
that yes, good people do 
exist, and we have them 
in St Kitts and Nevis in 
abundance, even though 
oftentimes we do not 
hail and acknowledge 
the outstanding service 
and enduring patriotism 
that is necessary always 
for sustained national 
success, and indeed, for 
the herculean task of 
nation-building.”

The prime minister said 
the awards show the di-
versity of service that has 
been undertaken in the 
country. 

“So today we have hon-
oured our exemplars in 
the fields of medicine, ed-
ucation, religion and na-
tional service in the time 
of crisis. All these fields 
and others have played a 
critical role in seeing our 
federation through the 
past year, and over the 
long haul, service in these 
areas has made our coun-
try better and stronger.”

He then hailed each indi-
vidual awardee for their 
work in their field, noting 
they did it out of love for 
the country.

“These in my view rep-
resent the best of us, 
and the best of what our 
Federation has become. 
None of them sought 
this particular attention 
or award. None of them 
undertook with the expec-
tation of receiving some-
thing in the end.

“I want to thank them, 

because they did what 
they did out of love. You 
knew what you had un-
dertaken was the right 
thing to do, and each one 
of you dedicated yourself 
to do that. Your humility, 
your selflessness, are why 
your efforts are worthy of 
recognition for what you 
have done for this country 
that I love and we love.”

The Companion of the 
Star of Merit is one of the 
three highest civilian hon-
ours that the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
bestows on its sons and 
daughters. The Star of 
Merit, along with the 
Medal of Honour and the 
Order of National Hero, 
was established under the 
National Honours Act.

COVID-19 heroes among seven  
National Awardees 

 Governor-General, Sir S.W. Tapley Seaton 
(C)  Deputy Governor-General for Nevis, Her 
Honour Mrs Hyleeter Liburd (seated 2nd right) 
and Prime Minister Dr. the Honourable Timo-
thy Harris (seated 3rd left) pictured with the 
2020 recipients of the Companion of the Star of 
Merit.
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Political Coalitions
EDItOrIAl

EDITORIAL

We found a definition on-line that describes good leadership. It was 
written by Winston & Patterson of Regent University. It described a 
leader as one who equips, trains, and influences a team that has diverse 
gifts, abilities, and skills and focuses them on the mission and objectives; 
causing the team to willingly and enthusiastically expend spiritual, 
emotional, and physical energy in a coordinated effort to achieve the said 
mission and objectives. The leader achieves this by conveying a vision of 
the future in clear terms that resonates with the team’s beliefs and values 
in such a way that they can understand and interpret into present-time 
action steps. The leader uses critical thinking skills, insight, intuition, 
and the use of both persuasive rhetoric and interpersonal communication 
including active listening and positive discourse, facilitates and draws 
forth the opinions and beliefs of the team such that the team moves 
from ambiguity toward clarity of understanding and shared insight that 
results in influencing the team to see and accept the future as a desirable 
condition worth committing personal and corporate resources toward its 
achievement.

As we considered this definition, we thought of the leadership of our 
Prime Minister, Dr Timothy Harris, who has held together a coalition in 
government since 2015. It is not that the man is without fault. He has. 
But when weighed in the balance, the good achieved for the country far 
outweighs his human frailty.

Coalition governments are common. As of Jan 2021, according to a 
google search, there are about eighty countries that are governed by 
coalitions.   Sometimes, even Oppositions are made up of coalitions, and 
we have had some of them.  In fact, ever since Independence, almost all 
our governments have been coalitions.  It is safe to say therefore, that 

coalitions are a feature of the political landscape. 

What sets this current coalition apart is the fact that they came together 
before the election rather than after.

But Coalitions are fragile by nature, and even more so when the leader is 
of the minority party. They can be broken by proverbial political straws.  
The fragility factor is also increased when there are multiple parties 
involved.  As they splinter, sometimes new alignments emerge, but 
sometimes new elections have to be called. Israel, for example, has had 4 
elections in 2 years.

What holds coalitions together and specifically what is holding the 
Team Unity Coalition together? First, there has been strong leadership. 
Secondly, there has great delivery on promises made, i.e. the future 
that has been articulated. You know the projects, you have seen the 
developments, and you have been able to compare.
Dr. Harris deserves every commendation for his leadership to date.
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Fire hits  
historic Bath 

House 

“There is no fire hydrant there, so they  
had to refill using the hydrant by Island Tyres.  

A total of three to four trips were made.  
As a result, time was lost in  

extinguishing the fire.”

By Monique Washington  

Historic Bath House in 
Bath Village, Nevis, re-
ceived extensive damage 
this past week as a result 
of a fire, the origin of 
which has not yet been 
determined.

Late Tuesday afternoon 
(May 18) thick black 
smoke was seen com-
ing from the centuries-

old building. The Fire 
Department had to make 
several trips to access 
water, but managed to 
quell the blaze in the 
evening hours. The roof 
and the wooden flooring 
were destroyed, but the 
stone shell of the building 
remained.

The Observer spoke with 
Fire Officer in Charge 
of the Nevis Division, 
Mavis Archibald, who 
noted that as of press 
time, the cause of the fire 
had not been determined, 
but electrical has been 
ruled out, as the building 
did not have an electricity 
supply. 

She said that the process 
to extinguish the fire was 
lengthy, but gave reasons 
for that.

“There is no fire hydrant 

there, so they had to re-
fill using the hydrant by 
Island Tyres. A total of 
three to four trips were 
made. As a result, time 
was lost in extinguishing 
the fire.”

The Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA), 
in March 2021, secured 
the Certificate of Title for 
the historic Bath Hotel 
and Bath Stream, put-

ting ownership officially 
in the hands of the gov-
ernment and people of 
Nevis. The building was 
built in 1700s. The main 
building sits on a 7-acre 
property, which includes 
the thermal Bath Stream 
and the Bath House. 

On Wednesday, the 
Nevis Historical and 
Conservation Society re-
vealed proposed plans for 
the building before it was 
damaged. According to a 
release, the Society had 
just recently obtained a 
quote to rebuild the roof, 
pending availability of 
donations. 

“Assuming the mass ma-
sonry walls have retained 
their strength, the esti-
mated cost of rebuilding 
– as original – could be 
in excess of EC$250,000 
(approx. US$ 9,300).”

“The Society has been 
suggesting the declara-
tion of An Historic Area, 
comprising the area from 
Fort Charles to beyond 
Government House, in-
cluding the Bath House, 
Bath Hotel, Bellevue 
House, Bath Springs, 
bogs, as well as all adja-
cent public and private 
properties (including 
Nelson Museum, new 
Archaeology Centre). 

In addition to ensuring 
important historic pres-
ervation, a breakwater 
from Fort Charles to 
the north would defend 
Charlestown from future 
storm damage, and create 
a site for a yacht marina 
and terminal for smaller 
cruise ships. This restora-
tion and redevelopment 
would create many new 
jobs and make this area 
a tourism hub for Nevis.”

The society noted, how-
ever, that maintaining 
may be costly, and it (the 
Society) is a private, non-
profit/non-governmental 
entity, but it “has - with 
the NIA’s endorsement 
– led the movement to 
protect and preserve the 
island of Nevis for over 
30 years, and we shall 
continue to do so with 
your support”.
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Henry said investigations are still 
ongoing and appropriate charges 
will be brought at the end of that 

process.

By Loshaun Dixon 

Charges are yet to be laid 
to the man who entered 
the Federation on May 11, 
without passing through a 
legal port of entry. The 
individual was appre-
hended two days later in 
a house in the Buckley’s 
Development area, some-
time after 3 a.m.. 

The search for the man 
began last week Tuesday, 
after the Police received 
information about a fish-
ing vessel landing at Lime 
Kiln Bay, and an individ-
ual with a suitcase getting 
off the vessel and run-
ning into the Lime Kiln/

Village area. The vessel 
was taken into

 custody by St. Kitts 
and Nevis Coast Guard. 
Investigations so far have 
revealed that it was stolen 
in Antigua and Barbuda 
on May 10.

Superintendent Cromwell 
Henry, updating on the 
matter this week, said 
the house the person was 
found in was unoccupied 
at the time. 

“The house was vacant 
prior to him coming to 
the island. He would have 
breached the door to get 
in, and so there was no one 

living at the premises.”

Henry said investigations 
are still ongoing and ap-
propriate charges will be 
brought at the end of that 
process.

He also disclosed that the 
COVID-19 test result for 
the suspect was negative, 
and he will be tested again 
at the end of fourteen 
days.

The individual, who is a 
national of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, has been placed at 
a government-designated 
quarantine site under 
guard. 

No charges yet for 
man who  

illegally entered SKN

Story continued on page 19

Farmers, vendors disappointed as Market 
Day lacks expected buzz 

By Monique Washington   

Market Day at Market 
Street, an activity hosted 
by the Department and 
Ministry of Agriculture 
as part of the Agriculture 
Awareness Month events, 
has left a number of farm-
ers and vendors disap-
pointed with the overall 
activity. 

The 9th edition of 
Agriculture Awareness 
Month is currently being 
staged, and this year the 
theme is: “Eat Locally, 
Boost Immunity.” 
Agriculture Awareness 
Month is designed to 
bring about a sharper fo-
cus on the impact of agri-
culture on the community. 

On Tuesday, vendors and 

farmers lined Market 
Street with their lo-
cally produced items. 
The bright colours of 
Pumpkins, eggplants, 
tomatoes, sweet pota-
toes, onions and bananas 
adorned the many tables. 

The Observer visited the 
event in the latter hours 
and spoke to some of the 
farmers and vendors. 

Farmer Emontine 
Thompson, who sells at 
the market on Tuesdays 
and Saturdays, said that 
the event was not really 
different to any other day. 

“We got a little food sold. 
The difference was that 
there was music, more 
vendors and less buyers,” 
she said.

When questioned as to 
lowering prices to at-
tract more customers, she 
said, “the prices are good, 
farmers’ price never rise 
yet”.

Another vendor Myrthlyn 
Claxton who plies her 
trade three days a week, 
opined that the event was 
not successful.

“If it was planned better, 
more persons would have 
come out. It wasn’t so 
successful. Persons were 
not buying. If the event 
was advertised prop-
erly, people would have. 
People didn’t know about 
it. I’m going home with 
most of my stuff. I came 
with 11 watermelons and 
I’m leaving 11 watermel-
ons,” she said.
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By Monique Washington 

Master kettle drum player 
out of Brick Klin Village, 
Joseph ‘Jogo’ Brandy has 
pledged to keep kettle 
drumming alive on the 
island, but is urging the 
cultural authorities to be-
gin teaching the art form 
to the youth. There is no 
better person to make that 
call – seven decades of 
experience put any such 
doubt to rest.

Brandy, also fondly re-
ferred to as ‘Joe’, began 
playing the Kettle drum 
when he was just 12 years 
old. Now at 86, he still 
plays with masquerades, 
and Esmie’s bars, as well 
as in the St. James com-
munity during Christmas. 
The kettle drum accom-
panies the fife as well as 
the masquerade dancing. 

Speaking with the 
Observer, Brandy, who is 
the father of seven daugh-
ters, gave some insight as 
to how the kettle drum, a 
cultural mainstay, became 
a part of his life. 

“My brother-in-law was 
going fishing and needed a 
second man. He preached 
to my mother and told her 
he could not get anyone to 
go out with him. I wanted 
to finish school, but I had 
to stop and go fishing with 
him. Back in those times, 
the boats did not have 
any engines. They used 
to sail. You buy a piece 
of cloth to make the sail, 
you bought your wood, 
and you made your sails.  
In those days is wind you 
must work with. So, we 
went and he showed me 
what to do and I did it. He 

sent me to St. Kitts to sell. 
I was around all those old-
er heads, and that is when 
I started to learn how to 
play the drum,” he said. 

He noted that at that time 
the kettle drum was made 
with dried goatskin. 

“They are not like these 
that are made with plas-
tic. The goatskin drum 
plays the music sweeter. 
The goatskin has a good 
melody. You would have 
to dry the skin; spread 
them out and allow them 
to dry for two weeks. You 
get some sand, a piece of 
shingle board, and then 
you scrape the skin.” 

Brandy said that at that 
time he was the youngest 
person playing the kettle 
drum. He recalled that he 
gained popularity because 
he played the instru-
ment well, “like no other 
kettle drum player”. They 
played during Christmas 
(sports) with the differ-
ent traditional dancers. 
He said it was an annual 
event, and quickly be-
came a part of the island’s 
culture. 

“When you play the 
drum, you have to play 
it to the beat of the fife. I 
know almost everything 
that plays on the fife, so I 
can keep up,” he said.

Brandy said that he was 
able to pass on his teach-
ing on the kettle drum, 
and how to play it, to two 
of his nephews.

“I have two nephews who 
play very well. People 
say they are almost better 
than me, but I don’t mind 

because I showed them 
the way,” he said with a 
smile.

Brandy believes that if 
the kettle drum is being 
taught in schools, the tra-
dition will not die. But 
he still offered a word of 
caution.

“I am willing to teach the 
young people, but they 
are not approaching me 
to do so, In the next four 
years if no one is there to 
teach, no one will be there 
playing the drum.” 

Brandy said that he helped 
to facilitate one kettle 
drum playing workshop 
on the island which had 
five participants about six 
years prior.  

The energetic octogenari-
an has played with the late 
David Freeman, fife play-
er from Rawlins Village, 
and others, and has trav-
elled to countries such as 
the United States (Miami 
specifically), Barbados, 
Trinidad and Tobago, St 
Thomas, St Croix, St. 
Martin, Sint Eustatius and 
Suriname. 

“I would love to go back 
to Suriname. The people 
start to wine when this 
drum startup.”

When questioned as to 
how he got the nickname 
‘Jogo’, Brandy related a 
fond, personal memory. 

“When my father was 
alive, I used to go with 
him in the mountain and 
we used to get this wild 
yam named juba yam. 
They eat nice (tasty) the 
bottom part eats nice. 

When night came, and 
the other fellow would be 
talking and making jokes, 
I would always tell them 
how nice this yam taste. 
And just like that they 

began calling me Jogo.”

And will he ever retire 
from the kettle drum?

“Not a chance! I will be 

playing until there is no 
more. I will be playing 
until I am not able to play. 
But until there is no more, 
that is when I will be 
done,” Brandy said. 

Joseph ‘Jogo’ Brandy 

‘Jogo’ speaks on Nevis’ 
cultural past

-pledges to keep kettle 
drumming alive on  

the island
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Trinidad and Tobago Minister of Health, Terrence Deyalsingh  
(middle) takes possession of the Sinopharm vaccines

STAT– Caribbean Airlines 
Cargo transported 100,000 
doses of Sinopharm vac-
cines to Trinidad and 
Tobago on May 18. This 
shipment is the largest 
number of Covid-19 vac-
cines brought to the country 
to date.

The temperature-sensitive 
shipment was moved from 
Bejing to Trinidad con-
necting in Toronto through 
the airline’s cargo charter 
service. Caribbean Airlines 
collaborated with Hainan 
Airlines which carried the 
shipment to Toronto where 
it was transferred to the 
Caribbean Airlines Boeing 
737 aircraft.

This cargo charter service 
comes one year after the 

carrier operated its inau-
gural cargo charter, trans-
porting Covid-19 relief 
supplies.

Since March 2021, 
Caribbean Airlines Cargo 
has shipped a substantial 
amount of Covid-19 vac-
cines to the Caribbean, 
moving shipments to 
Guyana, Barbados and 
Dominica.  The carrier 
has been supporting the 
region throughout the pan-
demic through the ship-
ment of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) and 
Covid-19 test kits to 16 
Caribbean countries.

“Caribbean Airlines con-
tinues to contribute to the 
region’s Covid-19 recov-
ery efforts through our 

expertise in transporting 
time-sensitive shipments,” 
said Marklan Moseley, gen-
eral manager – Cargo and 
New Business, Caribbean 
Airlines. “We remain com-
mitted to our critical role 
in the fight against the pan-
demic and are ready to assist 
with the massive distribu-
tion of vaccines throughout 
the Caribbean as vaccines 
become available.”

Caribbean Airlines Cargo 
recently expanded its all-
cargo flight schedule in 
Trinidad and Kingston. 
The airline also cur-
rently serves destina-
tions including Guyana, 
Jamaica, Barbados, New 
York, Toronto, Grenada, 
Dominica, Antigua and 
Bahamas.

Caribbean Airlines a Prime Regional 
Vaccine transporter
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Some of the young men making fish pots

Minister Hazel Brandy-Williams

“A lot of the fishermen now are get-
ting pretty old, so it is important to get 

some of the young guys into fishing. 
Fishing really plays a big role in the 

economy of Nevis, 

 “We want our 
boys to be  

productive”  
- Minister Brandy

By Monique Washington 

“Our boys are challenged 
day by day in different 
facets of life; they are 
challenged. So we want 
our boys to know that 
we hold them in very 
high esteem. We want 
them to be as productive 
as they could, and we 
want them to know that 
there is a place for them 

in community-building, 
in nation-building, and in 
the overall development 
in St Kitts and Nevis.” 

These sentiments were 
expressed by Junior 
Minister of Gender 
Affairs in the Nevis Island 
Administration, Hazel 
Brandy-Williams, dur-
ing the closing ceremony 
of the fish pot making 
workshop last Saturday at 
Jessups playing field.

The workshop began the 
previous Saturday, and 
was a collaborative effort 
between the Ministries 

of Gender Affairs and 
Agriculture, and the 
Jessups Cotton Ground 
Barnes Ghaut (JCB) 
Fisherfolk Association. 
It was held as part of 
the celebration of the 
International Day of the 
Boy Child (May 16).

Brandy-Williams said the 

COVID-19 pandemic has 
forced individuals and 
communities to be cre-
ative, and to think of ways 
to make extra money.

“It is indeed necessary for 
us to adopt other skill sets, 
so that we can subsidize 
our income. This is one 
of those ways that we can 
subsidize our income.” 

A total of 20 boys par-
ticipated in the activity 
from the communities of 
Jessups, Barnes Ghaut, 
Charlestown, Gingerland, 
and St. Kitts.

“A lot of the fishermen 
now are getting pretty 

old, so it is important to 
get some of the young 
guys into fishing. Fishing 
really plays a big role in 
the economy of Nevis, 
and it’s very important for 
the whole of the country 
to have young guys to 
get involved in fishing,” 
said President of the JCB 
Fisherfolk Association, 
Robert “Bit” Clarke.

Permanent Secretary 
of Agriculture, Huey 
Sergeant, said it was “ex-
cellent” that the leader-
ship of the JCB Fisherfolk 
Association had decided 
to facilitate the workshop. 
He also emphasized the 
importance of promoting 
fishing 

“If we promote fishing, 
and if we want to continue 
to promote it, we have to 
continually replenish the 
stock talent that we have 
on the island,” he said.

Sergeant lauded all the 
participants and facilita-
tors for hosting the event
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CrEAtION

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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We will be expanding our reach; expanding  
past the federation, expanding to other  

islands.  We will be raising as much  
awareness and raising as much funds  

as possible for those in need. 

 Attorney General Vincent Byron

Mediation training aims at more efficient judicial system 
By Loshaun Dixon 

More than two dozen par-
ticipants have been train-
ing to mediate in conflict 
resolution, that will see 
them help to resolve court 
matters in a timely man-
ner, and preserve relation-
ships among litigants.

The 40-hour Mediation 
Training 2021 opened 
Monday, and featured 
26 persons from the 
Federation participating - 
up from the 25 who were 
trained in 2019, when the 
training course was last 
conducted.

Speaking at the Opening 
Ceremony, Resident 
High Court Judge Justice 
Trevor Ward QC noted 
the importance of media-
tion in the preservation of 
relationships, timeliness 
and confidentiality.

“As we continue to train 

and expose practitio-
ners and others to litiga-
tion and the value that it 
brings, and the consider-
able savings in time and 
money and its productive 
outcomes that the parties 
will find mutually satisfy-
ing, we will be able when 
we collect the data to ob-
serve that more and more 
matters are disposed of by 
way of mediation.”

 He expressed the expec-
tation that the participants 
would be able to one day 
serve as mediators in the 
justice system.

 “I echo the confident 
hope that at the end of 
the day, most, if not all 
you, will be certified as 
mediators, and that you 
will bring that training 
and experience to bear on 
the process of the court. I 
wish you all the best for 
a successful week, and I 
look forward to working 

with you in the future,” he 
said. 

“We do appreciate your 
role in driving the me-
diation process so that the 
courts can realize its ob-
jectives whereby, ideally, 
90 percent of cases should 
be disposed of by way of 
mediation.”

 Registrar of the High 
Court Janine Harris-Lake 
noted that mediation is a 
very important part of the 
judicial system.

“Most will be aware that 
mediation provides liti-
gants with a wider range 
of solutions than those 
available in litigations. 
The goal of resolving 
conflict is not victory or 
defeat, it is reaching un-
derstanding and letting go 
of your need to be right.” 

Contiinued on page 16
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NRP launches Candidate  
for Nevis #3 

By Monique Washington  

The Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) has officially 
launched its sole male 
candidate for the next 
Nevis Island Assembly 
Elections, and he says he 
is ready, and ready to help.

The launch of Rohan 

Isles, the new Candidate 
for Nevis #3 (St. 
George’s), was held at the 
Hardtimes playing field in 
Gingerland on Saturday, 
May 15. He replaced 
Kory Tyson who ran on 
the NRP’s ticket at the last 
NIA elections in 2017. 

Isles’ launch follows those 
of Jaedee Caines (St. 
Paul’s) and Dr. Patricia 
Bartlette (St. John’s). 
The launch of Dr Janice 
Daniel-Hodge, leader 
of the party, will be an-
nounced at a later date.

A resident of Barnes 
Ghaut, 39-year-old Isles, 
taught at St. Thomas’ 
Primary School for 
over 14 years. He then 
worked at the Ministry of 

Agriculture. 

Isles gave his reason-
ing behind wanting to 
participate in the island’s 
elections.

“Many have asked 
‘why Gingerland, why 
not some place easy?’ 
My simple answer is: 

why not Gingerland? 
When President (John) 
Kennedy was asked why 
you want to send a man 
to the moon, he said it 
was because it was hard. 
Gingerland is hard. But it 
is hard because of all the 
wrong reasons. Because 
if Gingerland was looked 
after all these years and 
the people were properly 
represented, both locally 
and federally, I may not 
have been here.” 

Isles said that though 
he was not from the 
Gingerland area, it does 
not mean he would not be 
a great representative for 
the area.

“I am here to say to the 
people of Gingerland 
that Moses was not from 
Egypt, but he led his peo-
ple from bondage back to 
Israel. Martin Luther King 
was not from Mississippi 
nor was he from Alabama, 
but that did not stop him 
from leading the civil 
rights for black people. 

Simeon Daniel was not 
from Gingerland, he was 
from Barnes Ghaut like 
I am, but he fought for 
Gingerland to secure bet-
ter lives for the people of 
Gingerland,” he said.

Isles gave his pledge that 
he was ready to” fight” for 
the people of the area.

“My word is my hon-
our and my bond to you. 
There is no mountain too 
high, no river too wide, 
no ocean too deep that 
will keep me from do-
ing what is right for you, 
and by you. I am ready to 
lead. Please give me the 
honour.” 

“Many have asked ‘why Gingerland, why not 
some place easy?’ My simple answer is: 

 why not Gingerland?” 

Rohan Isles, picture courtesy the NRP
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Hotel worker with no recent travel history 
tests positive for COVID-19 

He said the Federation will not  
be going into lockdown. 

By Loshaun Dixon

A local hotel worker 
with no recent travel his-
tory has tested positive 
for COVID-19 in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, sending 
authorities into urgent 
contact tracing efforts, ac-
cording to Chief Medical 
Officer (CMO) Dr. Hazel 
Laws.

“The Federation just con-
firmed its latest case of 
COVID-19…Case 46. It 
is a person that does not 
have recent travel history. 
The individual works 
in the hotel industry. 
The case is stable and in 
isolation.”

Dr. Laws said the Health 
Emergency Operating 

Committee had an 
emergency meeting 
Wednesday afternoon and 
the public health team has 
been deployed to conduct 
contact tracing.

“Our aim is to identify and 
engage all the contacts of 
this case. All the contacts 
will be tested and placed 
into quarantine immedi-
ately. All steps have been 
taken to reduce exposure 
to the SARS-CoV-2 virus. 
We do not know the true 
status, but what I want to 
underscore is the impor-
tance of the COVID-19 
prevention and control 
measures.”

Medical Chief of Staff 
at the JNF Hospital, Dr. 
Cameron Wilkinson, said 
the positive case should 
serve as a wake-up call 
for all.

“It should be a wake-up 
call for those who are 
hesitating. It should be 

a wake-up call for those 
who knew better, but re-
fused to encourage others 
to step forward and get 
vaccinated.

“We have said, no one 
is safe until everyone is 
safe, and we need every-
one on board in this fight. 
This virus has no respect 
for age, sex, race or politi-
cal affiliation. If you are 
not vaccinated, it will be 
coming for you.”

The representative for the 
Royal St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force on the 
National COVID-19 Task 
Force, Superintendent 
Cromwell Henry, an-
nounced that in light of the 
announcement made by 
the CMO, and acting on 

the advice of the National 
COVID-19 Taskforce, the 
Commissioner of Police 
has directed that effective 
immediately, all approved 
events are cancelled until 
further notice.

“ Persons with approv-
als will receive an email 
shortly reflecting this 
withdrawal of your per-
mission. Please note, 
spectators will not be 
allowed in stadiums at 
sporting games as was 
previously announced.”

Addressing contact trac-
ing, Henry implored pub-
lic cooperation with the 
security forces.

“These contacts will be 
placed in quarantine in an 
effort to contain the spread 
of the virus. We solicit full 
cooperation with the pub-
lic in this exercise. The 
police and defence forces 
are mandated to provide 
support to the Ministry of 

Health, and stand ready 
to ensure they discharge 
their responsibility in the 
interest of public health.”

National Disaster 
Coordinator Abdias 
Samuel said the National 
COVID-19 Task Force 
in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Health, and 
also with the security 
forces, arrived at a num-
ber of recommendations.

“I wish to advise the 
general public that the 
response to this particu-
lar matter will be swift 
and thorough. We are 
requiring the all of soci-
ety approach, and we are 
requesting all hands come 
on deck.”

He assured the public 
that there was no need for 
panic at this time.

“The National COVID-19 
Task Force will be imple-
menting its containment 
strategy to be able to 
contain any particular 
development that may 
come from this particu-
lar investigation. We will 
continue with our crisis 
management containment 
strategy to provide you 
frequent updates and ad-
equate information.”

He said the Federation 
will not be going into 
lockdown. 

“At present, investiga-
tions are ongoing as per 
the usual procedure when 
a case is identified. We are 
simply implementing our 
containment strategy to 
ensure we protect every-
one to the fullest extent.”

Chief Medical Officer Dr Hazel Laws
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Eric Evelyn  new Chairman 

Eric Evelyn is new 
Chairman of  

OECS Environment 
Ministers 
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By Monique Washington  

Federal Minister of 
Environment and 
Cooperatives, Hon. 
Eric Evelyn, is the 
new Chairman of the 
Ministers of Environment 
in the Organization of 
the Eastern Caribbean 
(OECS), and is chair-
ing the 8th Council of 
Ministers meeting that 
begun yesterday and con-
cludes today.

Minister Evelyn an-
nounced the new post on 
Wednesday, noting it was 
a proud moment for him.

“It is a proud moment for 
me and my ministry, the 
Ministry of Environment 
and Cooperatives, and for 
the federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis. 

“I am not into a year 
yet as the Minister of 
Environment, and I will 
be taking over the chair-
manship of the Ministers 
of Environment of the 
OECS. I will be chair-
ing the OECS Council 
of Ministers 8th meet-
ing. I intend to represent 
St Kitts and Nevis well 
as the chairman for one 
year.” 

Evelyn said that Ministers 
will be representing the 
islands of Antigua and 
Barbuda, Montserrat, 

Guadeloupe, Martinique, 
Anguilla, St. Lucia, 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Dominica, 
Grenada, British Virgin 
Islands and St Kitts and 
Nevis.

He said that the 
Chairmanship was to be 
handed over to St. Kitts 
and Nevis, but because 
an election was pending, 
the chairmanship was 
passed to the minister in 
St. Lucia.

 “It will be a very proud 
moment for me. We con-
tinue to do the work of the 
people. We have the peo-
ple’s work to do, and we 
will continue to represent 
the people of St Kitts and 
Nevis with quality repre-
sentation,” he said.  

The Organisation of 
Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS) 8th 
Council of Ministers 
on Environmental 
Sustainability (COM:ES 
8) consists of Ministers 
responsible for the envi-
ronment in each of the 
OECS Member States. 
COM:ES 8 is being held 
virtually.

Senior Technical Officers 
from the OECS countries, 
as well as key regional 
partners, are in atten-
dance. A virtual climate 
change Exhibition and 

Biodiversity Science Fair 
is also being held.

The Council of Ministers 
is responsible for making 
recommendations to the 
OECS Authority (Heads 
of Governments) on mat-
ters pertaining to the envi-
ronment and sustainable 
development. This meet-
ing creates an opportunity 
to strengthen regional col-
laborative partnerships on 
environmental issues.

According to the OECS, 
the Council of Ministers 
Meeting was preceded 
yesterday morning 
by the launch of The 
Eastern Caribbean Solar 
Challenge: “Race to the 
Sun”.

“The Solar Challenge 
aims to engage govern-
ments, the private sector, 
development partners and 
households in a united 
effort to increase the dif-
fusion of solar electricity 
and heating across the re-
gion by the end of 2023, 
in the first instance.

“The aim is to increase 
the deployment of renew-
able energy technolo-
gies across the Eastern 
Caribbean in support of 
national, regional and 
global goals to enhance 
climate resilience and 
to maintain global tem-
perature increase below 
1.5°C.”

Mediation training aims at more efficient judicial system
(continued from page 13) 

Attorney General Vincent 
Byron said the pro-
gramme would embolden 
and strengthen

the whole system of jus-
tice in the country. 

“The administration of 
justice is critical to a prop-
erly functioning democ-
racy, and we in St. Kitts 
and Nevis are proud to 
adhere to the rule of law. 
In our commitment to the 
Administration of Justice, 
we had given support to 
the whole process of alter-
native dispute resolution.”

He said the process of 
mediation is court-con-
nected, with the court of-
ten forwarding matters to 
mediation.

“It gives the parties the 
option to be able to settle 
their disputes in a formal 
manner, where they can 
eyeball each other, where 

it becomes chirpy. With 
the facilitation of media-
tors, it becomes easier to 
settle these disputes.

“It is seen as, and should 
be timely, and should also 
save the litigants costs. 
What it does, is it helps to 
maintain relationships in 
our communities, within 
a family, and if you can 
solve these matters with-
out sometimes these very 
hurtful litigation pro-
cesses, mediation can go 
a long way in assisting us 
in our communities going 
forward.” 

“It gives the parties the 
option to be able to settle 
their disputes in a formal 
manner, where they can 
eyeball each other, where 
it becomes chirpy. With 
the facilitation of media-
tors, it becomes easier to 
settle these disputes.

“It is seen as, and should 
be timely, and should also 
save the litigants costs. 
What it does, is it helps to 
maintain relationships in 
our communities, within 
a family, and if you can 
solve these matters with-
out sometimes these very 
hurtful litigation pro-
cesses, mediation can go 
a long way in assisting us 
in our communities going 
forward.” 

Byron said he was hoping 
that in the coming weeks 
to get three chambers 
for a mediation centre in 
the new annexe court-
house building at East 
Independence Square 

“That mediation centre 
would allow for regular 
mediations to be con-
ducted by many of you 
who are on the roster to 
facilitate this.” 
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Islanders watch as an enormous cloud of ash and smoke rises  
from the La Soufriere volcano on

Vials with a sticker reading, “COVID-19/ Coronavirus vaccine/ Injection only” and a medical  
syringe are seen in front of a displayed AstraZeneca logo in this illustration.

Help from CARICOM 
nations as well as relief 
supplies from Cuba and 
Venezuela has been pour-
ing into St Vincent and 
the Grenadines, as the 
nation manages the ongo-
ing eruptions of the La 
Soufriere volcano.

Now, St Lucia, Cuba and 
Venezuela came together 
to coordinate the delivery 
of relief supplies into the 
island on Wednesday.

The Venezuelan vessel, 
AB Goajira, arrived at the 
Kingstown Port around 
1pm but met some delays 
with docking due to the 
high quantity of vessels 
already in port.

The vessel docked in 
Vieux Fort, Castries last 
week to pick up relief 
supplies and also received 

shipments sent from 
Cuba.

Around 4pm, the cap-
tain and crew were wel-
comed by government 
officials including the 
Minister of Health, St 
Clair ‘Jimmy’ Prince; the 
minister responsible for 
the Public Service, Sports 
and Consumer Affairs, 
Frederick Stephenson; 
and the ambassador of the 
Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela to St Vincent 
and the Grenadines, 
Franciso Perez Santana.

Stephenson said the dona-
tion of relief supplies is a 
testament to the solidar-
ity being shown to SVG 
from countries through-
out the region.

“We have just seen the 
arrival of the Venezuelan 

Coast Guard from Cuba 
with a stop in St Lucia, 
bringing here to St Vincent 
and the Grenadines quite 
a number of items, includ-
ing water tanks from St 
Lucia and food supplies, 
rice dried goods, corned 
beef and staples and med-
icine. Also on the vessel, 
there are medical person-
nel from Cuba to offer as-
sistance to the Ministry of 
Health,” he said.

With the Argyle 
International Airport 
expected to reopen this 
weekend, more relief do-
nations will be arriving on 
the island by air to ease the 
stress on the seaport.r’s 
federal Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic 
Security Act.

SV&G Volcano Relief a Community Undertaking

Haiti  Okays  Astra  Zenica  Vaccine  to  Fight  COVID-19

Port-au-Prince, May 20 
(Prensa Latina) Haiti has 
okayed immunization 
against Covid-19 with 
the British AstraZeneca 
vaccine candidate, fol-
lowing scuttlebutts about 
Government’s alleged 
rejection, official sources 
reported.

‘Yes, Haiti has passed it!’ 
William Pape, co-chair of 
the National Multisectoral 
Commission for the 
Pandemic and mem-
ber of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
Scientific Council told 
reporters.

In March, a year after the 
diagnosis of first cases, 
stories began to circu-
late about local authori-
ties´ alleged rejection of 
AstraZeneca vaccines, 
after the controversy over 

its side effects that were 
later denied by the Health 
Ministry.

Local authorities, 

however, said they hope 
to administer other single-
dose vaccines, taking into 
account the characteris-
tics of the country.

Health officials are 
even deep-sixing a sec-
ond wave of infections, 

however, in last three 
days they reported 205 
new cases and five deaths, 
a considerable increase 
compared to previous 

reports.

President Jovenel Moise 
has been shocked by the 
severe fresh outbreak and 
announced there will be 
vaccines available for the 
entire nation.

In the last two weeks the 
situation has worsened. 
We reported more than 
70 people every day test-
ing positive for Covid-19, 
Haitian president said.

The Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) 
Director Carissa Etienne, 
however, said that Haiti, 
the Bahamas and Trinidad 
and Tobago are the ones 
where coronavirus death 
toll doubled in the last 
week.
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Vaccine refusal is as dangerous a pandemic as COVID-19  
By Sir Ronald Sanders  

(The writer is Antigua and 
Barbuda’s Ambassador to 
the United States and the 
Organization of American 
States.   He is also a Senior 
Fellow at the Institute 
of Commonwealth 
Studies at the University 
of London and Massey 
College in the University 
of Toronto.  The views 
expressed are entirely his 
own)  

Vaccine refusal is fast 
becoming as danger-
ous to human health 
and to economies as the 
COVID-19 pandemic.    

In 2019, even before the 
novel coronavirus was 
confirmed and began 
its spread around the 
world, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) re-
vealed that vaccine refus-
als had led to a resurgence 
of diseases such as mea-
sles in countries that were 
close to eliminating them.  
The WHO identified vac-
cine refusal as one of the 
10 leading threats to glob-
al health.  At that time, 
complacency, inconve-
nience in access, and a 
lack of confidence were 
said to be the driving fac-
tors for people’s refusal to 
inoculate against disease.  

Since the advent of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
the problem has become 
worse and so widespread 
that a comprehensive 
approach by all govern-
ments and non-govern-
mental organizations, 
globally, is now necessary 
to overcome it.   

Promoted on social me-
dia platforms by far-right 
organisations and church 
groups in the U.S., the 
anti-vaccine propaganda 
has spread like wildfire, 
convincing persons at 
all levels of societies 

that they would either 
die from an inoculation 
or some harmful mate-
rial would be injected into 
their bodies.  

Religious groups in the 
Caribbean, influenced 
by fundamentalist U.S. 
churches, also encour-
age their followers not to 
vaccinate.  Research done 
by the New York Times 
reported, on April 5, that 
“among evangelicals in 
the U.S., Pentecostal and 
charismatic Christians 
may be particularly wary 
of the vaccine, in part 
because their tradition 
historically emphasizes 
divine health and mi-
raculous healing in ways 
that can rival traditional 
medicine”.  Charismatic 
churches also attract fol-
lowers in the Caribbean.  

The most popular so-
cial media platforms 
used by anti-vaxxers are 
Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram which have 
all committed to banning 
anti-vaccine content.  But, 
accounts on these plat-
forms turn up as quickly 
as they are taken-down.  
In turn, the propaganda, 
which includes fabricated 
videos purporting to show 
actual events, are commu-
nicated tens of thousands 
of times around the world 
on WhatsApp.  

Governments and social 
media platforms, such 
as those named in this 
commentary, as well 
as organizations such 
as the WHO and the 
Pan-American Health 
Organization (PAHO), 
must gather specialists 
together to find ways to 
counter the anti-vacci-
nation propaganda cam-
paigns and to strengthen 
educational progammes 
showing the benefit of 
vaccines.  PAHO has 
started using Facebook to 

educate about the benefits 
of vaccines, but more ef-
fective communications 
techniques should be 
used, including dropping 
huge images of syringes 
and needles, that may be 
reinforcing reticence to 
inoculate.   

Groups of persons in 
many parts of the world, 
who decline taking the 
COVID-19 vaccine, now 
pose a risk to themselves 
and the people with 
whom they come into 
contact, especially their 
families.  They also pose 
a risk to the opening-up 
of the economies of their 
countries.  

Data, gathered world-
wide, shows that the 
claims of the anti-vaxx-
ers, concerning detrimen-
tal effects of the vaccine, 
are wrong.  Figures con-
firm that the COVID-19 
vaccine prevents severe 
infection and deaths at 
astounding rates.  

Studies show that, in 
Israel for instance, vac-
cines prevented hospital-
ization among adults 65 
and older by 94%.  They 
also prevented symp-
tomatic infection among 
health-care workers by 
97% and blocked severe 
disease by 97.4% in Qatar.  
Dr. Monica Gandhi, 
an Infectious-Diseases 
Specialist, and Professor 
of Medicine at The 
University of California 
at San Francisco, reports 
that serious infections 
among vaccinated in-
dividuals are extremely 
rare.  She points out that 
“of over 115 million 
vaccinated Americans,  
only 0.0009% contracted 
severe COVID-19 after 
vaccination despite the 
virus continuing to cir-
culate in their communi-
ties. As she concluded: 
“Vaccines truly defang 
the virus”.  In the U.S. and 
Britain where (at the time 

of writing on 20 May) 
48.09% and 55.49% of 
the populations have been 
vaccinated, data shows 
that vaccines also block 
transmission.  

People, who have been 
inoculated against the 
coronavirus, are rightly 
concerned that, despite 
their responsible action 
in taking the vaccine, ir-
responsible persons are 
asserting their right to re-
fuse it.  The question that 
has to be asked is:  whose 
rights are greater?  Are 
the rights to safeguard 
lives and livelihood less 
than the right to put lives 
and livelihoods at risk by 
refusing to be vaccinat-
ed?   This is not a moral 
dilemma; it is a common 
sense question, deserving 
a common sense answer.   

However, no answer is 
being attempted as indi-
vidual governments and 
their health authorities 
shy away from the ques-
tion for political reasons.   
No ruling political party 
wants to risk losing elec-
toral support to its rivals 
on the back of an accusa-
tion of depriving people 
of their rights.  Yet, when 
that right is upheld, it 
threatens others and entire 
societies.  Just as measles 
has returned in countries 
where groups of people 
decline to be inoculated 
against it, COVID-19 will 
not be subdued or elimi-
nated in countries where 
groups of people refuse to 
be vaccinated.    

This conflict must be tack-
led and resolved by global 

agreement and action. No 
one country can act alone. 
Maybe the answer lies 
in an intense education 
programme globally con-
structed, financed, and 
implemented.  

The mantra that “we’re 
all in this together” as-
sumes a profound global 
relevance for maintaining 
life and sustaining liveli-
hoods.  Doing nothing is 
not a solution. The 74th 
World Health Assembly 
being held from May 
24 to June 1, is the ideal 
place to start.  

Responses and previous 
commentaries: www.sir-
ronaldsanders.com
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Farmers, vendors disappointed as Market Day lacks expected buzz (Contd. from Page 6)

When questioned as to 
lowering prices to at-
tract more customers, she 
said, “the prices are good, 
farmers’ price never rise 
yet”.

Another vendor Myrthlyn 
Claxton who plies her 
trade three days a week, 
opined that the event was 
not successful.“If it was 
planned better, more per-
sons would have come 
out. It wasn’t so success-
ful. Persons were not 
buying. If the event was 
advertised properly, peo-
ple would have. People 
didn’t know about it. I’m 
going home with most 
of my stuff. I came with 
11 watermelons and I’m 

leaving 11 watermelons,” 
she said.

Claxton said that she is 
unable to reduce the price 
of her items because if 
she does she would not 
be able to make a profit.

“I can’t go any lower. 
We can’t reduce it any-
more. When we buying 
things for $3 a pound, 
how much do you think 
we have to sell it for to 
make something?”She 
noted that a similar 
event at Beach Road and 
Government Road pro-
duces more traffic and 
more persons attend and 
buy.

The Observer made sev-
eral attempts to speak to 
Director of Agriculture 
Randy Elliott, but was 
only told he would return 
the call or in some cases 
did not answer. Efforts 
were also made to contact 
the Permanent Secretary 
of Agriculture, Huey 
Sargent, but these proved 
futile.There are two more 
scheduled events for 
Agriculture Awareness 
Month, the commission-
ing of the new chill facil-
ity at Prospect on May 27 
and  he staff and farm-
ers awards ceremony at 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Theatre on May 29.
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WE RAISE OUR EBENEZER:   
HITHERTO HAS THE LORD HELPED US!

Hastings R Daniel.

I am pleased and humbled 
that today fifty (50) years 
to the day: May 22, 1971 
we were awakened to the 
sad news that our mother 
Doris Corsina Daniel of 
late, blessed and revered 
memory passed away 
quietly that fateful morn-
ing.  She left to mourn 
her passing and carry on 
her legacy seven (07) 
children ages ranging 
from 5 to 17.  Our sister 
Lynette was just leaving 
school with our brother 
Felix to follow that same 
August.  My mother also 
left to mourn her loss her 
parents and husband our 
father: Nelson Cornelius 
Daniel.  She was of a ten-
der age and disposition.  A 
mere 41 years and a lithe 
150 pounds.  

Was there ever so sad a 
Saturday both a day of 

death and of burial.  My 
mother’s legacy resonates 
and is embedded in the 
lives and achievement 
of her children.  It was 
said then with some tru-
ism that the loss of one 
mother so young was an 
omen.  “Motherless chil-
dren have a hard time in 
this world” was a familiar 
saying among the villag-
ers.  We therefore did not 
have it easy.  We were 
nevertheless held together 
by a supremely loyal and 
hardworking father and 
a grandmother of sweet-
ness, sagacity and sense.  
When they departed this 
life we have been held to-
gether by ourselves.  The 
magnificent seven rallied 
around each other buoyed 
by the high ideals we 
have been taught by our 
parents.  Today fifty years 
on all of us are alive with 
our various families and 
making some significant 

contribution where we 
have called home.

Truth be told our parents 
left us early but none of us 
has been of interest to law 
enforcement.  All of us 
have excelled in academ-
ics and in our chosen field 
of service.  Our mother 
brought us and left us at 
the Gingerland Methodist 
Church.  These Godly 
teachings have stayed 
with us.  Fifty years on 
rather that being a burden 
to society and whining 
about our loss we have 
triumphed in looking 
after ourselves and our 
families.  Moreover we 
have helped all around us 
and be a beacon of ser-
vice and selflessness to 
all those whom we have 
come into contact with.  
The two girls and five 
boys of Doris Daniel of 
late memory have neither 
borrowed nor begged.  

We have also not left any-
body holding their bags 
while we make off with 
the loot.  We are glad to 
raise our Ebenezer and 
say hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.

Where are we today?  
Lynette our firstborn has 
just retired as a graduate 
teacher of autistic chil-
dren in Bronx, New York.  
She has travelled the 
world from New Zealand 
to Argentina in the South 
to Poland and beyond 
in the North.  She spent 
her 60 birthday in Israel 
with friends and family.  
She has helped many a 
Nevisian and is presently 
engaged in a humanitar-
ian mission to Haiti.  Felix 
our first brother is prob-
ably the most liked for his 
generosity and largesse 
of heart.  He has recently 

retired from being an inte-
rior decorator with Trade 
Union ranks as an offi-
cer.  Anybody who goes 
to New York from Nevis 
and runs into Felix touts 
him as a real facilitator 
with winsomeness, wit, 
words and laughter.  Here 
in Nevis Hensley was 
actually Deputy Premier 
serving the constituency 
of St. John.  People who 
ought to know have it say-
ing that he defined by dint 
of intellect and hard work 
the social and community 
development on Nevis.  
Speaking of myself I have 
been a normal drifter in 
and around Nevis.

The last three children 
are all profession-
als.  Theodore is an 
Educator with a doctor-
ate in Administration.  
He has been President 
of Nevisians in South 
Florida. All Nevisians 

who go to Florida know of 
his genuine love for peo-
ple and family.  Theodore 
lectures in International 
Affairs at various top 
Universities in Florida.  
Gilbert and Gwendolyn 
the last of the magnificent 
seven hold down medical 
practices in Washington 
DC.  There they are both 
Internist and PA working 
out of their own offices 
in DC.  Gilbert offers ev-
ery medical student from 
Nevis free summer of 
exposure to hospitals and 
the medical profession in 
the US capital.  They go 
there for six weeks as per-
sonal guests of his wife 
and they are well exposed 
to all laboratories, doctors 
and every medical facil-
ity.  He and our last sister 
have hosted in excess of 
ten such students.  

Continued on page 23
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This then is our mother’s legacy who 
taught us how to look after ourselves 
and never, never to forget the people 

around us.   

The exposure is still available.  In DC 
Gilbert hosts at his home the annual 
brunch for Nevisians with upwards of 
250 persons.  Everything from benzene 
to kerosene from tart to tortoise is pro-
vided and fully funded by him as a gift to 
his people.  He has sent us here in Nevis 
some 68 beds designed for those who 

cannot move.  

This then is our mother’s legacy who 
taught us how to look after ourselves 
and never, never to forget the people 
around us.   She who has gone these fifty 
years surround us more potently than 
the living man.  We have gotten on as 
good as and better than many families on 
planet earth.  We were happy to be on a 

cruise with our families on this journey 
of memory and giving of thanks.  We 
have looked out for each other and have 
a family symphony second to none.  We 
say then to all those who have lost their 
loved ones or mothers early in their lives 
lift up your heads give yourself unto God 
and his mission, keep yourselves out of 

trouble and the Lord will lift you up.  We 
raise our Ebenezer high with thanks and 
praise to the Lord.  We are still living so 
we crave God’s SELAH provision and 
our Nevisians prayers as we seek to serve 
without counting the cost or extracting a 
penny.  Doris Corsina Daniel sleep on 
peaceably.  You have left a legacy of a 
wonderful and fruitful life. SELAH!  

NEVIS BUSINESS CORPORATION ORDINANCE 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND CLAIMANTS UNDER SECTION 121(1) OF 

THE NEVIS BUSINESS CORPORATIONS ORDINANCE 2017 

BY XIO CAYMAN LIMITED (IN DISSOLUTION) 

 

 

XiO Cayman Limited, a corporation registered under the Nevis Business 

Corporation Ordinance, 2017 (the “Corporation”), with its registered address 

at Southpac Trust Nevis Limited, Hunkins Plaza, Main Street, Charlestown, 

Nevis, now in dissolution, GIVES NOTICE THAT all creditors and claimants, 

including any with unliquidated or contingent claims and any with whom the 

Corporation has unfulfilled contracts, are required to present their claims in 

writing and in detail at Southpac Trust Nevis Limited, Hunkins Plaza, Main 

Street, Charlestown, Nevis, no later than Friday 10th September 2021. Without 

prejudice to the preservation of the Corporation’s rights and entitlements 

under section 121(4) of the Nevis Business Corporation Ordinance, 2017, to 

dispute any claims duly presented in accordance with this notice, the attention 

of all creditors and claimants is specifically drawn section 121(9) of the Nevis 

Business Corporation Ordinance, 2017 and the consequences of failing to 

present their claims in the above manner and by the above date. 

WE RAISE OUR EBENEZER:  HITHERTO HAS THE LORD 
HELPED US! (continued from page 21)
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