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Curfew returns  
as COVID  

clusters appear 
By Loshaun Dixon 

St. Kitts and Nevis is 
back under nightly cur-
few, while health au-
thorities try to contain 
clusters of COVID-19 
cases in the Federation, 
Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris has 
announced.

The curfew will start at 
11:00 pm nightly and 
will run until 5:00 am, 
and would only allow for 
the movement of essen-
tial workers during that 
period. 

On Tuesday, Dr Harris 
said the entire Federation 
was saddened by the 
news of the recent cluster 
of COVID-19 cases.

 “At this point, I wish to 
empathize with the par-
ents, teachers, students 
and the communities im-
pacted by the events over 
the last week.  I appeal to 
the public to be sensitive 
to those who are affected.  
We should avoid naming 
persons, circulating pho-
tos, and/or disseminating 
any information on the 
affected individuals.”

Dr Harris announced a 
10-point recommenda-
tion accepted by the 
Cabinet to contain the 
spread of the virus

Among the announced 
measures were the cur-
few that will run for two 
weeks. 

“A curfew will be im-
posed from 11:00 p.m. to 
5:00 a.m. daily, starting 
from tonight (May 25) 
and for 14 days, in the 
first instance, to decrease 
the possibility of contin-
ued spread of the virus.”

He said the recommenda-
tions also included 50% 
passengers on public 
transport, strict adherence 
to non-pharmaceutical 
measures, and suspension 
of contact spots for the 
next two weeks.

Dr Harris announced that 
schools will be closed 
for the next two weeks 
and no local exams will 
be administered. He said 
alternative arrangements 
for CXC exams are being 
discussed.

“The Ministry of 
Education has already 
begun to engage CXC 
to discuss alternative 
arrangements for any 
examinations scheduled 
during this time. Students, 
teachers and parents will 
be subsequently informed 
of the relevant decisions 
taken by CXC.”

He also noted that no mass 
events will be allowed, 
and that funerals must 
adhere to COVID-19 
protocols.

Dr Harris disclosed that 
only fully vaccinated 
travellers will be allowed 
entry into SKN, with an 
exemption to be consid-
ered for citizens and resi-
dents. He noted they have 
also extended hours for 
administering vaccines.

“Given the importance of 
vaccines in the protection 
of persons from the worst 
effects of COVID-19, 
and in the interest of 
public health, we have 
extended the hours for 
administering of vac-
cines.  Health Centres 
will be opened between 
the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. in St Kitts from 
Monday to Friday and in 
Nevis between the hours 

of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Extended hours of service 
will apply on Saturdays 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. until further notice. 

“Please note that vac-
cines are a scarce com-
modity globally, but my 
Government continues to 
work behind the scenes 
to secure extra doses 
of vaccines, so that we 
would have sufficient to 
reach a herd immunity 
threshold.”

The prime minister noted 
that the health system has 
remained strong and resil-
ient so far but “we must 
be careful not to over-
whelm it”.

He said vaccines were an 
important tool to avoid 
clusters like these, with 
more than 23,000 persons, 
as of Wednesday, already 
receiving at least one jab, 
and Tuesday setting the 
record for most vaccines 
delivered in a day, with 
1062 doses administered.

“I wish to, at this point, 
commend all who stepped 
forward and did the right 
thing - not to protect 
themselves, but every-
one else in this blessed 
Federation, through vac-
cination. We are getting 
closer to our target, but 
we need you who have 
not yet done so to come 
forward and be vaccinat-
ed. Now is not the time 
for hesitancy. Now is the 
time to be vaccinated.

“Get vaccinated now to 
protect yourself.  Get vac-
cinated now to protect 
your loved ones.  For 
your children to return 
to school and remain in 
school – I encourage you 
to get vaccinated now.  For 
the return of our tourism 

industry – I encourage 
you to get vaccinated 
now.  For our businesses 
to have certainty so they 
invest and create jobs – I 
encourage you to get vac-
cinated now.  For our bars 
and places of entertain-
ment, DJ’s, nail and hair 
technicians, etc. to thrive, 
I encourage the patrons 
and employees of these 
establishments to get vac-
cinated now.”

He emphasized that un-
til immunisation rates 
reach critical levels, the 
Federation will continue 
to be vulnerable to such 

clusters.  

“That is why we all need 
to play our part to get us 
closer to herd immunity.  
That way, we can have a 
greater sense of security 
and a return to normalcy. 
We must work together to 
contain the transmission 
of the virus.  Our most 
powerful weapon in this 
regard is vaccination.” 

Dr Harris said it was im-
portant for the federation 
to remain a united force to 
combat the spread of the 
virus.

“In this war to defeat 
COVID-19, all we have 
are ourselves, working 
and supporting each other 
in doing the right thing to 
protect ourselves and our 
loved ones.  The more 
people immunised, the 
less vulnerable we will be 
to the events like those of 
the last week. Now is the 
time for us as a Nation to 
stay together, and for each 
of us to play our part to 
protect each other and to 
work together to see this 
virus off our shores.”

Prime Minister  Dr Timothy Harris
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By Monique Washington   

A rise in mental health 
registration has been 
reported in Nevis, ac-
cording to the Minister 
of Health and Premier 
of Nevis Mark Brantley, 
who believes the increase 
has been caused by the 
impact of the lockdowns 
due to COVID-19. 

Speaking at his monthly 
Press conference on 
Tuesday, Brantley said 
that the lockdowns due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has not only impacted 
the economy of the is-
lands, but also the people 
mentally. 

“Many have focused on 
the economic impact of 
lockdown, let us not for-
get that there is a social 
and psychological impact 
that I believe is still not 
fully understood and not 
fully evaluated,” he said.

Brantley said that the ef-
fects of lockdowns and 
people’s inability to move 
about has impacted per-
sons mentally, and has 
caused the numbers of 

mental health registrants 
to increase on the island 
of Nevis.

“Humans by their nature 
are social creatures. What 
happens when a govern-
ment tells you that you 
are isolated from others. 
These are things that are 
still uncertain, but I can 
tell you that here in Nevis 
our mental health register 
has increased in terms of 
persons who have sought 
assistance, for those seek-
ing counselling it has in-
creased,” he said.

Brantley said that he feels 
that a lot of the “unseen 
“ mental conditions that 
have been connected to 
COVID-19 are now part 
of the related health crisis.

“People are having psy-
chological, mental, emo-
tional issues as a result of 
lockdown, joblessness, 
hopelessness. All of these 
are factors that we have to 
take into account.” 

Brantley said the de-
cision by the Federal 
Government to lockdown 
will not be a random one.  

He noted that “it will 
have to be based on the 
evidence”.

“It has to be based on the 
fact that there is an out-
break, and that we feel 
that the only way to do it 
is to lockdown,” he said  

Brantley said that an-
other lockdown for Nevis 
would be devastating 

“Our financing is already 
at an all-time low. Our 
main engine, tourism, is 
still substantially off line. 
If we go into lockdown 
where our restaurants, our 
bars, our business, our 
communities shutdown, 
the potential of that is that 
the country will come to a 
standstill.” 

“Lockdown is not on the 
table right now,” he said. 
Noting, however, that he 
does not want to rule it 
out, because COVID is a 
fast-moving threat.

“Today it is not here, to-
morrow we wake up and 
we have 15-16 cases. That 
is the nature of COVID.”

Brantley: Mental health registration up  
in pandemic period
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This struggle is real; get vaccinated
EDItOrIal

EDITORIAL

“Love them or hate them, politics play a large role in shaping society. 
For some, politicians are seen as disingenuous people seeking power, 
for others they represent solutions to community ills. Decide which side 
you’re on.”
These are borrowed words from an unknown author, but amply describe 
the current state of affairs in St. Kitts and Nevis.  

While the government is doing all that it can to preserve the lives and 
livelihoods of citizens and residents of St. Kitts and Nevis, the opposition 
is making mischief and confusing people about the response to the 
coronavirus.

Their actions have created distrust for the system and apprehension about 
taking the vaccine.
While vaccines abound, persons have been resisting getting vaccinated, 
to the extent that some doses in the government’s possession run the risk 
of reaching expiration dates. This situation is dire, as India, the country 
of manufacture of most of the vaccines, has hinted at not exporting 
vaccines until they get their virus situation under control. They say, they 
may not export vaccines until the end of the year. That is 7 months from 
now. India has a population of 1.4 billion.

The latest virus spread in St. Kitts and Nevis might be in its early stages. 
Consider that all of the local adults who have tested positive could have 
been already vaccinated if you choose to, but vicious propaganda from 
the opposition and others, even some doctors, has created such vaccine 
hesitancy that is tantamount to negligence. 

Politicians must be responsible and not mislead people, especially 

in matters as serious as their health and wellbeing. What political 
advantages are there to gain in this crisis?

Depending on the extent of the spread, the country runs the risk of 
returning to lengthy curfews and partial shutdowns. Jobs and livelihoods 
are at stake.
This could have been avoided or its effect lessened if we had acted more 
responsibly. The experts have been clear: the only way out of this crisis is 
to vaccinate. 
There are example of this, namely Israel and England. They both had 
mass vaccination campaigns and the latter turned things around for itself.

Our setback is still in the early stages. Let us hope that family members 
who may have made physical contact with those who tested positive have 
all been vaccinated. The record shows that it is those that are up in age 
that have less chances of surviving the virus. 

This struggle is real; get vaccinated.
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Drought-like conditions forces  
water shortfall

“the Water Services Department has been do-
ing our best to cope with this lack of rainfall. We 
are now asking all citizens/residents to do their 

part to conserve what little water we have”

By Loshaun Dixon  

The Water Services 
Department in St. Kitts 
and Nevis has confirmed 
a shortage of water avail-
able in some parts of St. 
Kitts, owing to drought-
like conditions in the 
Federation for the first 
four months of the year.

The Department in a re-
lease earlier this week 
noted that the Public 
Water Supply is 100% de-
pendent on rainfall. 

The release said,  
“According to in-
formation from our 
Meteorological Services, 
so far for 2021 (January-
April) we have received 
a total of approximately 
6 inches of rainfall. In 
2020 for the same period, 
we received a total of 
12 inches; the long term 

(climatological) average 
for this period is 15 inch-
es. We have therefore re-
ceived half of the rainfall 
we received last year and 
a third of what is typical 
or normal.”

It was stated that the short-
fall translates to a Severe 

Dry Season or Drought. 

“The Water Services 
Department has been do-
ing our best to cope with 
this lack of rainfall. We 
are now asking all citi-
zens/residents to do their 
part to conserve what 

little water we have”

The release said starting 
immediately, “check your 
premises for any leaks and 
have them repaired imme-
diately. Report any sus-
pected leaks to the Water 
Services Department 
(467-1005/467-1447) or 
664-9119”.

“Persons caught water-
ing grass/lawn will be 
disconnected from the 
Public Supply. Avoid the 
use of hoses to wash ve-
hicles and buildings; use 
a bucket. Certain non-do-
mestic users of water will 
be limited. Please moni-
tor your usage of water 
and be as conservative as 

practicable.”

Minister of Public 
Infrastructure and 
Utilities Shawn Richards, 
at a Public Works forum, 
said that they had done 
everything to provide an 
adequate supply of water, 
and that climate change 

has resulted in challenges 
in doing so.

“We have done a number 
of things to ensure you 
get an adequate supply of 
water, but climate change 
is something that we can-
not control. You would 
recognize in terms of rain, 
at this point in time, we 

are getting very little, and 
that is a challenge for us, 
especially in areas where 
you have reservoirs being 
used, so we depend on the 
rainwater.”

He said the Ministry is 
currently exploring alter-
native sources of water.

“Whether it is the digging 
of wells, desalination, 
those are an options we 
are currently looking at, 
because we recognize wa-
ter is a commodity that is 
scarce and we cannot use 
it indiscriminately.”

Richards urged public co-
operation as they aim to 
better serve the public.

“Again I say to the pub-
lic, thank you for bearing 
with us. What we are do-
ing is in your interest, it is 
in an interest to upgrade 
the public infrastructure 
here in St Kitts, so at the 
end of the day, you or 
future generations can 

have better public infra-
structure coming from the 
government.”

Ryan Phillip, Assistant 
Water Engineer, said that 
in the past month or two, 
they have seen a seri-
ous reduction in rainfall, 
which has led to a few of 
the areas that are predom-
inately fulfilled by water 
from surface intakes like 
Lodge, Cayon, and cer-
tain areas in St. Peters, 
seeing significant falloffs 
in water that is available.

“I want you to bear with 
us, because climate 
change is real and is af-
fecting us at the moment, 
and we are now forced to 
do more with less. With 
the growing demand for 
water, I would always 
want to preach conserva-
tion, because it is impor-
tant. We need to be more 
aware, we need to be 
better water managers to 
ensure that we can have 
water to bathe and cook.”



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 28th, 2021 NewSPage:6 NewsPage:6 REGIONAL NEWS

“We are saying that the situation with Jamaican  
children now is so serious that we believe we need an 

Emergency Child Summit, where we can bring two groups of 
persons together.

Betty Blaine... if there is an indicator in our country of the two Jamaicas in which we live, the child population  
is perhaps the most blatant indicator to me”.

Child  Poverty  root  Issue  Facing  
Jamaica’s  Kids

The founder of Hear the 
Children’s Cry Betty-
Anne Blaine says child 
poverty is one of the seri-
ous root problems affect-
ing the nation’s children.

Blaine, who was address-
ing a virtual meeting of 
Kiwanis Club of New 
Kingston recently, noted 
that approximately 45 
per cent of the nation’s 

children have experience 
poverty.

“If we are serious about 
fixing this problem of our 
children — the abuse, the 
neglect — we are going 
to have to understand 
what we are dealing with. 
Child poverty is one of the 
root problems. If there is 
an indicator in our coun-
try of the two Jamaicas in 
which we live, the child 
population is perhaps the 
most blatant indicator to 
me,” she argued.

Making reference 
to Secret Gardens, a 

monument in downtown 
Kingston which has the 
names of children who 
died violently since 2004, 
Blaine pointed out that 
there are some issues that 
affect the children of the 
poor and working class, 
but do not affect children 
from the middle and up-
per classes.

“I would say that over 90 

per cent of the names of 
children on that monu-
ment are children of the 
poor and working classes 
in our country. Children 
who die in fires, who 
go missing, who are ab-
ducted and murdered and 
typically those children 
who die in motor vehicle 
accidents — a lot of them 
are in buses or taxis are 
mainly children of the 
poor and working classes. 
Those are the names on 
that monument,” said 
Blaine.

Blaine also used her ad-
dress to renew her call 

for a child emergency 
summit.

“We are saying that the 
situation with Jamaican 
children now is so seri-
ous that we believe we 
need an Emergency Child 
Summit, where we can 
bring two groups of per-
sons together. One group 
would include people 
working in the trenches, 

know the problems and 
have solutions, and the 
other group would in-
clude people who can 
provide resources,” she 
said

“It’s not a talk shop, it is 
a summit where we bring 
critical stakeholders to-
gether, to look at the prob-
lems and see if we can 
come up with one solu-
tion that will radically or 
dramatically change the 
situation for children in a 
positive way,” she added. 

– Brittny Hutchinson
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Marty Johnson

The Hill

The Senate has voted to 
confirm Kristen Clarke as 
the new head of the Justice 
Department’s civil rights 
division in a tight 51-48 
vote, with Sen. Susan 
Collins (Maine) the only 
Republican to cross party 
lines and vote for her.

Clarke will be the first 
Black woman to lead the 
influential wing of the 
Justice Department and 
will serve as assistant at-
torney general for civil 
rights.

Clarke, the daughter of 
Jamaican immigrants, 
joins the ranks of Susan 
Rice and Vice President 

Kamala Harris as 
members of the Biden- 
Harris administration of 
Jamaican heritage.

The civil rights division’s 
tasks include investigat-
ing local law enforcement 
agencies and taking on 
state voting restrictions 
around the country.

The confirmation was 
held on the one-year 
anniversary of George 
Floyd’s murder by former 
Minneapolis police officer 
Derek Chauvin, who was 
convicted in April. 

Republicans opposed 
Clarke’s nomination, 
painting her as anti-
police and radical, while 
Democrats dismissed 
such arguments as smear 

tactics.

The nomination in 
the Senate Judiciary 
Committee was dead-
locked at 11-11, but that 
does not prevent Clarke’s 
nomination from going to 
the floor.

Clarke during her confir-
mation hearing in April 
said she did not support 
“defunding the police.”

“I do support finding strat-
egies to ensure that law 
enforcement can carry out 
their jobs more safely and 
effectively, and channeling 

resources to emotional 
health treatment and other 
severely under-resourced 
areas, I think, is one path 
forward,” she said at the 
time.

Until being nominated 
for the senior Justice 
Department position, 
Clarke was the president 
and executive director of 
the Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights Under 
Law.

In that role, she was a 
staunch advocate for the 
John Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act, which 
would revise the formula 
that drove the federal pre-
clearance present in the 
original Voting Rights Act.

The Supreme Court in 

2013 ruled the formula 
outdated and therefore 
unconstitutional, though 
Chief Justice John Roberts 
gave Congress the green 
light to update the formula.

The battle over Clarke’s 
nomination echoed the 
fight over Vanita Gupta’s 
confirmation battle for the 
No. 3 slot at Justice. 

Gupta was confirmed in a 
51-49 vote, with Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski (Alaska) the 
only GOP crossover vote.

Gupta and Clarke both 
had the backing of law 
enforcement groups, even 
as conservative lawmak-
ers sought to paint them as 
anti-police.

US: Senate Confirms Jamaican-Amercan Clarke, 
First Black Woman to lead DOJ Civil rights

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 
NEVIS CIRCUIT 
(PROBATE) 
A.D. 2021 

 
 
IN THE ESTATE OF Lornette Leone Thompson, 
also known as ‘Lornette Leone Brown’, also known 
as ‘Lornette Leone Browne’ late of #2 Prospect 
Road, Brown Hill, in the Parish of St. John, in the 
Island of Nevis, deceased

ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT  
 

TAKE NOTICE than an Application has been filed by LONDA TASHA BROWN of #2 Prospect 
Road, Brown Hill, in the Parish of St. John, in the Island of Nevis for a Grant of Letters of 
Administration to the applicant who is the daughter of the deceased, the deceased having died 
intestate on the 14th day of August, 2019.

Any person having an objection to the Grant of Letters of Administration to the application shall 
file an objection within 14 days of the publication of this Notice. 

Dated this 21st day of May 2021.

……………………………….
Kris Liburd (Mr.) 
Attorney-at-Law 

Filed by: Kris Liburd of JHT Law Firm, Attorneys-at-Law for the intended Administrator whose 
address for service is Suite #2 Hunkins Plaza, Charlestown, Nevis.

FIRST/SECOND PUBLICATION  
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Mehuk Choksi

Authorities in Dominica 
have agreed to work with 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
government to fulfil a re-
quest by Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne to have 
fugitive businessman 
Mehul Choksi repatriated 
to India.

Choksi, who was reported 
missing by his wife on 
Sunday, was apprehended 
by lawmen in Dominica 
in the early hours of 
Tuesday morning.

According to reports 
from Roseau, Choksi was 
captured on a vessel as 
he cruised into Toucari 
Beach, on the island’s 
north coast, at around 
3am.

“We asked them not to re-
patriate him to Antigua,” 
Browne told Observer 
yesterday.

The government, Browne 
continued, also reached 
out to the Indian High 
Commissioner’s Office, 
asking that they advise the 
Narendra Modi-led ad-
ministration accordingly.

“I have advised them so 
they can coordinate efforts 
to have Choksi repatriated 
directly to India so that he 
could be brought to jus-
tice,” Browne explained, 

adding that the fugitive’s 
family were free to stay 
in Antigua as Antigua and 
Barbuda citizens.

Browne said law en-
forcement officials in 
Dominica are still inves-
tigating the circumstances 
surrounding Choksi’s il-
legal entry into the nature 
isle – and who aided and 
abetted his travels.

It is alleged that Choksi 
had shown interest in a 

boat that was up for sale 
in Jolly Harbour prior to 
his escape.

Indian federal police have 
filed fraud charges against 
Choksi, his nephew Nirav 
Modi, and others in con-
nection with their sus-
pected involvement in 
fraudulent transactions 
that led to losses of about 
US$2 billion for India’s 
Punjab National Bank 
(PNB).

In 2018, PNB alleged 
that rogue employees had 
issued fake bank guaran-
tees over several years 
to help jeweller groups – 
controlled by Modi and 
Choksi – raise funds in 
foreign credit.

Modi and Choksi left 
India before the fraud 

came to light but have 
denied any wrongdoing 
and have said in letters 
and statements that they 
are innocent. Choksi has 
been living in Antigua af-
ter gaining citizenship by 
the citizenship by invest-
ment programme in 2017.

However, after the allega-
tions surfaced and India 
requested his extradition, 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
government began steps 
to revoke his citizenship.

Choksi has been fighting 
that in court and Prime 
Minister Browne said the 
government will seek to 
get revocation in absentia.

Meanwhile Choksi’s wife 
Priti told Indian media 
that she is happy that her 
spouse is safe.

Choksi’s attorney Vijay 
Aggarwal also spoke to 
Indian media, saying, “I 
have spoken to his fam-
ily. They are happy and 
relieved that his where-
abouts are now known”.

He added that efforts are 
being made to speak with 
Choksi, “so that one can 
know the cleaner picture 
on how he was taken to 
Dominica”.

accused  
Fraudster Choksi 

Captured in  
Dominica, to be 

Deported to India

“We asked them not to repatriate 
him to antigua,” Browne told  

Observer yesterday.
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Ketron Springette

The official police report  
states that around 9 p.m. the  

incident occurred.

By Monique Washington 

Ketron Springette of 
Stoney Grove has been 
slapped with two separate 
charges this week for his 
alleged participation in a 
robbery at a gas station 
and another establish-

ment in Charlestown. 
The incidents occurred on 
May 17 and May 20. 

On May 17, the Police 
received a report that two 
individuals were robbed 
of a sum of money by 
an unknown masked as-
sailant sometime after 10 
p.m., while at the estab-
lishment. The assailant 
was armed with what ap-
peared to be a gun. 

On May 20, Reliable 
Motors was robbed and 
a surveillance video cap-
tured the robbery. The 
video showed a masked 
man, wielding a gun, 

entering the gas station. 
The video also show the 
armed intruder making 
two persons go behind the 
counter. He is seen run-
ning behind the counter 
and reappearing seconds 
after with a cash pan with 
an undisclosed amount of 

money, fleeing through 
the door.

The official police report 
states that around 9 p.m. 
the incident occurred.

“Preliminary investiga-
tions so far have revealed 
that a masked assailant, 
armed with what ap-
peared to be a gun, made 
his way into the gas sta-
tion and robbed the es-
tablishment of a sum of 
money before making his 
escape. Later that night, a 
man was taken into cus-
tody in relation to the in-
cident. Investigations into 
the matter are ongoing.” 

Springette was taken into 
Police custody on May 
20, when Police found 
one 9mm round of am-
munition following a 
search conducted on his 
premises.

According to a re-

lease from the Royal St 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force, on Sunday 
(May 23) Springette was 
formally charged for the 
offence of Possession of 
Ammunition. And two 
days later, on May 25, 
Springette was charged 
on two warrants - in the 
first instance, for the of-
fences of Robbery which 
took place on May 17, 
2021, in Charlestown, and 
on one warrant, in the first 
instance, for the offence 
of Robbery which took 
place on May 20, 2021, 
also in Charlestown.

robbery suspect 
charged for two 

incidents
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Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis, third from left, visits the set for the first day of filming for ‘One Year Off.’

MSr Media in it for the long run
- Nevis to entertain film industry for next three years

By Monique Washington 

UK-based film and tele-
vision production com-
pany, MSR Media, has 
signed a three-year deal 
with the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA), 
to produce close to 18 
films on the island. This 
was disclosed by Premier 
Mark Brantley. 

“They have decided that 
instead of pulling up and 
moving out after their 
contractual commitment, 
they will extend that com-
mitment to the people of 
Nevis. The NIA and MSR 
Media, late last week, 
concluded an agreement 
which will now run over 
the next three years, and 
that agreement is to pro-
duce between three and 
six films per year over the 
next few years,” Brantley 
stated. 

The Premier noted that, 
initially, MSR was con-
tracted to complete two 
films - the romantic com-
edy “One Year Off” star-
ring Chad Michael Collins 
and Nathalie Cox, and 
the thriller “Assailant” 

starring Poppy 
Delevingne, Chad 
Michael Collins and 
Casper Van Dien. 

The two films were shot at 
various locations around 
Nevis, including Chrishi 
Beach, Golden Rock Inn, 
Pinney’s Beach Strip, and 
the historic Sugar Mill 
Ruins at New Castle.

Brantley said that intro-
ducing the film industry 
to Nevis is a way in which 
the government is trying 
to diversify the economy. 

“We sought to realign, 
readjust, to diversify 
our economy, as we rec-
ognize that the heavy 
dependence on our 
Tourism industry is most 
problematic.” 

Brantley pointed out that 
several local persons have 
been hired by the MSR as 
part of their staff.

“Their staff complement 
is now up to 80, in terms 
of crew and support staff, 
and each film they are us-
ing local actors as extras.” 

Brantley highlighted that 
the introduction of the 
film academy on Nevis 
has seen the enrolment of 
participants from St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and MSR 
has also agreed to con-
tinue the academy, which 
is hosted at the Nevis 
Performing Arts Centre.

“As part of this agree-
ment, the acting Academy 
which they started will 
continue to offer acting 
lessons to those in St. 
Kitts, and in Nevis. I am 
pleased to say that on the 
last movie (Assailant) 
they made, seven per-
sons, residents right here 
in Nevis and St. Kitts, 
were able to find roles 
in that particular movie, 
and all seven I’m told, 
are products of the acting 
Academy.” 

Brantley said that produc-
er Philippe Martinez and 
his team have been “quite 
enamoured” with Nevis.

“What is there not to 
be enamoured with? 
Nevis is the Queen of the 
Caribbean.” 
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPt tO
CrEatION

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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We will be expanding our reach; expanding  
past the federation, expanding to other  

islands.  We will be raising as much  
awareness and raising as much funds  

as possible for those in need. 

Dr-Wayne-Wesley

By Loshaun Dixon 

Students in St. Kitts and 
Nevis who are set to sit 
CXC Examinations will 
have to wait an additional 
two weeks, after the re-
gional examination body 
announced delays to its 
2021 exams.

CXC’s Registrar and 
Chief Executive Officer 
Dr Wayne Wesley, 
on Wednesday an-
nounced that the 
Caribbean Secondary 
Education Certificate 
(CSEC), the Caribbean 
Advanced Proficiency 
Exams (CAPE) and the 
Caribbean Certificate 
of Secondary Level 
Competence (CCSLC) 
would be administered in 
their original formats be-
ginning June 28.

He said this year’s ex-
ams will be sat in a tra-
ditional format, with 

students having to sit 
Paper 1 which contains 
60 multiple choice ques-
tions, Paper 2 which re-
quires all questions are 
to be answered, along 
with the School-Based 
Assessments (SBAs).

“Council approved the 
delay of the sitting of the 
regional examinations by 
a further two weeks. This 
will provide candidates 
with extra time to prepare 
for their examinations. 
Examinations will com-
mence on Thursday, June 
28, 2021, with the release 
of results the last week 
in September to the first 
week of October as previ-
ously communicated.” 

CXC Chairman Professor 
Sir Hilary Beckles, said 
the decision was sup-
ported by the majority of 
governments and educa-
tion ministers across the 
region

He said stakeholders from 
across the region includ-
ing the CUT, education 
ministers and other gov-
ernment representatives, 
students and teachers, 
expressed their concerns 
and views about the 2021 
examinations.

Professor Beckles said 
that they took into con-
sideration the COVID-19 
pandemic, the state of 
emergency in Trinidad 
and Tobago, and the erup-
tion of La Soufrière vol-
cano in St Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

“These were the early, 
clear and pressing issues 
that really made it clear 
to us that there had to be 
an adjustment in the time-
frame. Some countries 
wanted a little more than 
two weeks, some wanted 
three weeks, some want-
ed five weeks, so there 
was this diversification 

based on the specifics of 
each country’s position.

“We all realized practical-
ity was necessary, but a 
different kind of practical-
ity. We had to be practical 
in each domestic envi-
ronment in each country, 
but we also had to realize 
there was another level 
of practicality where we 
have to deliver an exami-
nation system across the 
region.” 

“There were also some 
countries that said ‘we 
are ready now’. In fact, 
probably the majority of 
the countries were saying 
‘we are ready now and we 
don’t want to delay’, but 
they recognized the spe-
cifics of other countries 
that really did need more 
time for their students.”

He indicated that CXC 
was acting in the best in-
terest of all students.

The Manhattan district 
attorney has convened 
a grand jury that is ex-
pected to weigh any 
criminal evidence against 
former President Trump, 
the Trump Organization 
and top executives of 
his company and decide 
whether to issue indict-
ments, according to The 
Washington Post.

Manhattan District 
Attorney Cyrus Vance’s 
office has reportedly been 
investigating an array of 
potential financial mis-
conduct, including crimi-
nal fraud.

News of the grand jury is 
the latest sign of a quick-
ening investigative pace 
for Vance’s probe, which 
is unfolding alongside an 
overlapping inquiry by 
the New York attorney 
general, whose offices are 
now coordinating efforts.

Representatives for 
Trump and the Trump 
Organization did not im-
mediately respond to a 
request for comment.

A spokesman for Vance’s 
office declined to com-
ment when asked by 
The Hill, and New York 
Attorney General Letitia 
James’s office did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

The grand jury is ex-
pected to hear several 
legal matters in addition 
to potential evidence of 
questionable financial ac-
tivity linked to the former 
president and the Trump 
Organization, according 
to the Washington Post, 
which said the panel will 
gather three days a week 
for six months.

Among the millions of 
pages of documents in 
evidence are eight years’ 

worth of Trump’s tax re-
turns, which Vance’s of-
fice obtained in February 
after a long legal battle.

One theory is that the 
company inflated the 
value of assets to get 
more favorable terms for 
bank loans, insurance and 
tax breaks, and deflated 
their value to reduce the 
amount owed in real es-
tate taxes.

Investigators are also 
looking into possible tax 
fraud related to Seven 
Springs estate, a New 
York property in the 
Trump Organization’s 
portfolio, as well as 
hush-money payments to 
Stormy Daniels, an adult 
film star who says she 
had an affair with Trump, 
which he denies.

Another angle prosecu-
tors are reportedly pursu-
ing is whether Trump’s 
business gave employees 
benefits instead of higher 

salaries as a way to lower 
the company’s payroll tax 
burden.

Among the alleged recipi-
ents are Trump’s longtime 
chief financial officer 
Allen Weisselberg and his 
family members, who re-
portedly received heavily 
discounted or free access 

to Trump-owned apart-
ments in Manhattan.

Prosecutors reportedly 
aim to “flip” Weisselberg, 
meaning gain his cooper-
ation as a witness against 
the former president and 
his company. As a top 
Trump executive for four 
decades, Weisselberg is 

thought to be a potentially 
key source of information 
for investigators.

An attorney for 
Weisselberg did not im-
mediately respond to a 
request for comment.

CXC delayed by two weeks

US: Grand Jury to Decide if Criminal Charges  
Warranted against trump
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Schools shut after virus scare
By Loshaun Dixon  

All public and private 
schools, as well as early 
childhood centres in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, were 
forced to close this week 
after students, teachers 
and other staff of some 
institutions were exposed 
to COVID-19 clusters.

On Monday, the 
Ministries of Health and 
Education announced the 
closures for an initial two-
week period.

“As we continue the ex-
tensive contact tracing 
exercise, the Ministry of 
Health and the Ministry of 
Education wish to inform 
you of the proactive deci-
sion to close all schools 
in the Federation of St. 
Kitts & Nevis. All public 
and private schools in St. 
Kitts & Nevis, at the Early 

Childhood, Primary, and 
Secondary levels are 
physically closed for the 
next two weeks, effective 
Tuesday, May 25, 2021. 
This is in an effort to 
contain the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus.”

That followed Chief 
Medical Officer Dr  Hazel 
Laws’ announcement on 
Sunday that a student at 
the Sandy Point Primary 
School had tested posi-
tive. Since then, students 
of the nearby Charles E. 
Mills Secondary School 
needed testing, as well 
as students from other 
schools on the island.

On Tuesday, Dr Laws a

nnounced 16 active 
cases up to last week 
Wednesday, the high-
est number since the 

Federation started its 
COVID response. Of 
those cases, seven were 
children between ages 
three and 15 and nine 
adults between 33 and 
49. She said the active 
cases are stable and being 
monitored.

“We are working assidu-
ously to contain this clus-
ter of COVID-19 cases.”

Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Education, 
William Vincent Hodge, 
said that COVID-19 is 
making a huge impact on 
the schools.

“Learning is disrupted just 
on the brink of examina-
tions, schools are forced 
to abandon field trips and 
educational tours, gradua-
tions may not be held, ex-
cept virtually, parents are 
forced to remain at home 

to provide care for their 
children. 

“COVID-19 is in our 
schools; teachers, stu-
dents and auxiliary staff 
are contracting the virus, 
some are in quarantine.”

Hodge called on parents 
and teachers to lever-
age resources to stop the 
spread of the virus.

“Parents and teachers 
must be vaccinated. We 
have a moral and God-
given responsibility to 
protect the children God 
has given to us.”

He said the ministry had 
embarked on vaccine 
information sessions for 
parents and teachers 

“I say to parents and to 
teachers to stop stiffen-

ing our necks and hard-
ening our hearts. As of 
today, we can say the 
virus is rampant in our 
schools, and has forced 
our schools to close for 
the next two weeks in the 
first instance.”

The education official 
gave other assurances.

“We have enough re-
sources that will enable 
teachers to deliver online 
instruction.”

He said some teachers 
have started the process, 
and many have received 
training. 

Hodge noted that 
COVID-19 testing in 
schools, among teachers, 
has also begun.

“We have enough resources that  
will enable teachers to deliver  

online instruction.”

Permanent Secretary In The Ministry Of Education William Vincent Hodge

Case Number :NEVHCV2021/0026

Submitted Date:01/03/2021 17:06

Filed Date:02/03/2021 08:30

Fees Paid:0.00
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13% of affected workers in Nevis 
awaiting severance payment  

– Premier Brantley

“I’m aware that there are many large  
employers and large groups of employees 

who have had to wait a very long time”

By Monique Washington

A year after most hotels, 
restaurants and other busi-
nesses in Nevis closed 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, a reported 
13 percent of severance 
claimants are awaiting 
payment. 

In March 2020, the 

Federal Government took 
the decision to close the 
borders because of the 
pandemic. As a result, 
many hotels and restau-
rants closed their doors. 
Since then, 2884 sever-
ance claims have been 
made.

On Tuesday (May 25)  
during his monthly press 
conference, Premier 
of Nevis Hon. Mark 
Brantley revealed that 
the Labour Department 
in Nevis has paid out 
$8,295,968.46 to work-
ers, in severance pay. 
Some claimants have re-
ceived full or partial pay-
ment, and a small number 

of applications has been 
denied.

Brantley further stated 
that all employees that 
applied from Nisbett’s 
Plantation (56), Paradise 
Beach Nevis (24) 
Bananas Bistro (22) were 
approved.

He noted, however, 

that though most of the 
employees at the Four 
Seasons Resort have re-
ceived their severance, a 
small number (42) still 
have not. He previously 
noted that there was some 
difficulty as it relates to 
work periods, and some 
employers not being 
current with severance 
payments.

“415 persons from Four 
Seasons Resort Nevis 
applied, and thus far 373 
have been approved. I am 
aware that in these dif-
ficult and perilous times, 
people have complained 
and said they’re not get-
ting their money quite fast 

enough. I’m aware that 
there are many large em-
ployers and large groups 
of employees who have 
had to wait a very long 
time” he said.

Brantley said that the 
process has been difficult 
and laborious. He pointed 
out that the Severance 
Payment Fund is inad-

equate to fund the level 
of demand “and so the 
federal government has 
had to find the resources, 
since they are the ones 
who deal with severance, 
to satisfy these claims, 
and that too has led to 
some delay.”

“That is no comfort to 
people who are still wait-
ing, but I would want sim-
ply to remind the people 
of Nevis that you have 
representatives who are 
in St. Kitts, in Basseterre, 
working on your behalf, 
who continue to agitate,” 
he said. 
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Divisional Commander for District A Superintendent Cromwell Henry

Conform to protocols or be ticketed  
– Police Commander

Case Number :NEVHCV2021/0058

Submitted Date:13/05/2021 15:36

Filed Date:13/05/2021 15:36

Fees Paid:4.00

By Loshaun Dixon  

Violators of COVID-19 
protocols will now be 
ticketed, according to 
Division ‘A’ Commander, 
Superintendent Cromwell 
Henry. This went into ef-
fect Thursday.

Henry on Wednesday 
said that authorities now 
have the ticket books on 
hand and they have been 
distributed. 

“So effective tomorrow 
(Thursday, May 27) per-
sons would be liable to 
be ticketed for any breach 
of these protocols that 
have been outlined. If a 
passenger bus carrying 
more than 50 percent 
passengers capacity, the 
driver would be liable to 
be ticketed. 

“If a passenger is not 
wearing a mask on the 
bus, the passenger would 
be liable to be ticketed. 
If you are not practising 
social distancing, saniti-
zation measures, then you 

will be liable also to be 
ticketed.”

He said the fines range 
from $100 up to $500 “so 
we ask that persons try 
and avoid these fines.”

Henry urged the public 
to comply with the proto-
cols, noting that they were 
reluctant to enforce the 
ticketing.

“We have delayed the use 

of these tickets for quite 
a long time, it means we 
do not want to use them. 
Please comply with the 
regulations and the pro-
tocols and we would not 
have to use the tickets.”

Addressing the curfew 
that started Tuesday night 
and ends June 8, Henry 
emphasized that only es-
sential workers will be 
allowed to move around 
during that time.

“During this period of 
restriction of movement, 
every person shall remain 

confined to your place 
of residence inclusive of 
your yard space, to avoid 
contact outside of your 
family, except essential 
workers who are required 
to report to work, or for 
essential travel for medi-
cal emergencies.

“All essential workers 
must carry identification 
and official work identifi-
cation where possible.”

Henry said persons who 
are not essential workers 
and are required to move 
during the restriction must 
first obtain approval from 
the Commissioner of 
Police to do so 

“The regulation makes 
provisions for penalties 
for persons found in vio-
lation, and a person found 
violating restrictions shall 
be liable to a fine not 
exceeding $5000 or to a 
term of imprisonment.” 

“If a passenger is not wearing a 
mask on the bus, the passenger 
would be liable to be ticketed. “
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Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Dr Carissa 
F. EtienneContinued disruption of 

women’s health services 
due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic 
could “obliterate” more 
than 20 years of prog-
ress in reducing maternal 
mortality and increasing 
access to family planning 
in Latin America and the 
Caribbean.

This was the view 
of  the Director of the 
Pan American Health 
Organisation (PAHO), 
Dr. Carissa Etienne.

“I want to spotlight the 
devastating health, social 
and economic impacts 
that this virus has had on 
women,” Etienne told 
reporters.

She said women have 
been particularly impact-
ed by interruptions of re-
productive and maternal 
health services.

“According to UN esti-
mates, up to 20 million 
women in the Americas 
will have their birth con-
trol disrupted during the 
pandemic, either because 
services are unavailable 
or because women will 
no longer have the means 
to pay for contraception,” 
the PAHO director said.

She said pregnancy and 
new born care also have 
been interrupted in nearly 
half of countries in the 
Americas.

At the same time, preg-
nant women are more 
vulnerable to respira-
tory infections such as 
COVID-19.

If they get sick, they tend 
to develop more serious 
symptoms that require 
intubation, which can put 
both the mother and baby 
at risk.

“If this continues, the 
pandemic is expected to 
obliterate more than 20 
years of progress in ex-
panding women’s access 
to family planning and 
tackling maternal deaths 
in the region,” Etienne 
said, adding “all maternal 
deaths are preventable 
and even getting back to 
pre-pandemic levels of 
maternal mortality, which 
were already high, could 
take more than a decade”.

She told reporters dur-
ing her weekly news 
conference that the ma-
ternal mortality rate in 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean declined from 
96 to 74 maternal deaths 
per 100,000 live births be-
tween 2000 and 2017, an 
overall reduction of 23.1 
per cent.

“We urge countries to 
do just that – to act. We 
can start by ensuring that 
women and girls can ac-
cess the health services 
they need – like sexual 
and reproductive health 
services, and pregnancy 
and newborn-related 
care – during the COVID 
response,” Etienne said, 
calling attention to the up-
coming International Day 
of Action on Women’s 
Health, celebrated on 
May 28.

“We must remember 
that the challenges and 
inequities that we faced 

prior to COVID haven’t 
gone away during the 
pandemic – they’ve only 
worsened and can’t be 
overlooked. That’s why 
we must make protect-
ing the lives of women a 
collective priority,” she 
added.

Etienne also drew at-
tention to the World 
Health Organisation’s 
(WHO) assertion last 
week that casualties due 
to COVID-19 have been 
seriously underreported.

“COVID’s true global 
2020 death toll is closer 
to three million people 
– nearly double the fig-
ures reported last year. 
Worryingly, half of these 
deaths have taken place 
here, in the Americas, 
demonstrating the out-
sized impact this pandem-
ic has had in our region.”

Last week over 1.2 mil-
lion new COVID-19 cas-
es and 31,000 deaths were 
reported in the Americas.

“These figures have re-
mained unchanged over 
the last weeks, illumi-
nating a worrying trend: 
cases and deaths are pla-
teauing at alarmingly high 
levels,” Etienne said.

“In fact, last week, four 
out of five of the coun-
tries reporting the highest 
number of new infections 
were here in our region, 
and Latin American 
countries represented the 
top five highest mortality 
rates worldwide.”

STORY CONTINUES 
ON PAGE 23

Pandemic’s  
Devastating Effect 

on Female Well  
Being-WHO Chief
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Sales to China Fuels Soaring  
Beef Prices

Globally, the surge is con-
tributing to the highest 
food prices since 2014, 
according to the United 
Nations food agency, hit-
ting poorer consumers 
particularly hard as they 
struggle to recover from 
economic shutdowns trig-
gered by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The rise in beef prices has 
been spurred by increas-
ing demand from China, 
limited cattle supplies in 
some countries, a short-
age of slaughterhouse 
workers and rising feed 
costs. The trend is starting 
to rattle supplier markets 
and impact policy.

Argentina, the second-
biggest beef supplier to 
China after Brazil, on 
May 17 halted exports 
for a month as it grapples 
with runaway inflation. 
It blamed high demand 
from Asia for drawing 
down local beef supplies 
and raising domestic 
prices.

“The price of meat has 
climbed really high, it’s 
crazy,” said Fernanda 
Alvarenga, a 38-year-old 
administrative employee 
in Buenos Aires.

She said she has cut back 
to eating meat at home just 
one day a week, instead of 
every two days. She has 
also started preparing mil-
anesa, a popular breaded 
meat dish, with a cheaper 
cuadrada cut of meat, in-
stead of more expensive 
peceto cuts.

“It costs something like 
4,000 to 5,000 pesos 
($42-$53) every month 
to buy my meat. Before, 
for the same amount you 
could get a lot more.”

Beef prices in Argentina, 
where grilling beef on the 
barbecue is regarded as 
a basic human right and 
where the countryside is 
dotted with cattle ranches, 

have soared more than 
60% in a year. Per-capita 
consumption has plunged, 
hitting a 100-year low 
in April, a meat industry 
chamber report showed.

Memes shared in 
WhatsApp chat groups 
lament how beef has 
become unaffordable, 
including jokes that infla-
tion has pushed people 
instead to eat polenta – a 
wry dig at government 
food aid efforts during the 
pandemic.

CHINA’S APPETITE

In the first four months 
of 2021, China imported 
178,482 tonnes of beef 
from Argentina, up from 
152,776 tonnes a year ear-
lier, according to China’s 
General Administration 
of Customs data.

Most of the imports are 
older cows that are not 
consumed domestically, 
according to Argentina’s 
meat industry cham-
ber, which opposes the 
government export ban. 
Farmers have protested 
the ban with a halt on lo-
cal livestock trading.

China increased meat im-
ports after a deadly pig vi-
rus, African swine fever, 
decimated its hog herd 
starting in 2018. More re-
cently, Beijing suspended 
some beef imports from 
Australia, its No. 3 sup-
plier from 2018 to 2020, 
as relations between the 
two countries deteriorate. 
Chinese importers have 
since depended more on 
other suppliers.

U.S. beef exports to 
China hit a monthly re-
cord in March of 14,552 
tonnes, according to 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, well above 
total shipments in all of 
2019. A growing middle 
class in China is making 
room for beef in a diet that 
has long been pork-based.

“Beef used to be mainly 
consumed outside the 
home, like at restau-
rants. But beef is in-
creasingly popular for 
home cooking,” said Pan 
Chenjun, senior analyst at 
Rabobank.

Beef prices in China in 
late April were 4.4% 
higher than a year earlier, 
while pork prices were 
down 27.9%, accord-
ing to data from China’s 
Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs.

Shipping beef to import-
ers like China is more 
profitable for countries 
such as Argentina and 
Brazil due to currency de-
preciation and weakening 
local demand, said Upali 
Galketi Aratchilage, the 
United Nations’ Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
senior economist. The 
result, though, is that 
higher exports can reduce 
domestic supplies, driv-
ing up prices, Aratchilage 
said.

The United States and 
Brazil are still struggling 
to replenish domestic in-
ventories of frozen beef, 
chicken and pork in stor-
age after shipments to 
China increased last year 
even as COVID-19 ripped 
through slaughterhouses, 
sickening workers and 
hobbling production.

‘ASTRONOMICAL’ 
PRICES

In Clovis, California, re-
tired Army veteran Darin 
Cross said he has been 
shocked by 2-pound 
(0.9 kg) packs of ground 
beef selling for $10 at 
Walmart, up from $8 pre-
viously. The 55-year-old 
is eating more vegetables 
as a result.

“For those of us on fixed 
incomes, that’s a pretty 
steep increase in a mat-
ter of just a couple of 
weeks,” Cross said. “My 

fear is that it’s just going 
to keep going.”

The average unit price 
for U.S. fresh beef in 
April rose by 5% from 
March and was up about 
10% from a year earlier, 
according to NielsenIQ 
data. Pork and chicken 
prices are each up about 
5.4% from last year.

Outside New Orleans, 
Tina Howell, 45, said she 
stopped buying steaks 
in bulk to fill up a deep 
freezer at her home be-
cause grocers stopped 
offering sales. She has 
noticed New York strip 
steaks selling for about 
$12 per pound, up from 
about $7 previously.

“The prices are astro-
nomical,” said Howell, 
who works in real-estate 
marketing.

Higher prices are ben-
efiting meatpackers 
like Tyson Foods Inc 
(TSN.N), the largest U.S. 
meat processor by sales. 
The company said U.S. 
government stimulus 
checks are driving excep-
tional demand by giving 
consumers more money 
to buy food.

Although U.S. cattle 
supplies are ample, beef 
production is limited 
by a labor shortage and 
the processing capac-
ity in slaughterhouses, 

according to meat 
producers.

Meatpackers are facing 
higher livestock feed costs 
with soy and corn prices 
around eight-year highs, 
and some are passing 
those costs on to consum-
ers. Increased restaurant 
demand is also support-
ing prices as COVID-19 
restrictions ease.

Nebraska-based Omaha 
Steaks, which sells premi-
um beef, projects U.S. de-
mand will remain strong 
through the summer as 
people are willing to have 
larger gatherings and pay 
for high-quality food, 
CEO Todd Simon said.

“Getting the money is not the only thing, I must 
warn you. Once you’re writing, you have to  

keep in mind that you have to get it executed, 
and get it executed within the time you  

say you are going to do it.”
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Convicted murderer 
gets life sentence

By Monique Washington  

Convicted murderer, 
Jamaican National Alston 
“ Mark” Phillips, will be 
serving the rest of his life 
in prison for taking the 
life of Lydia Jacobs in 
June 2017.

On Thursday (May 27), 
Justice Ermin Moise 
sentenced Phillips to 
life imprisonment, with 
a minimum term of 35 
years, for murder. He 

was also sentenced to six 
years and six months for 
two counts of attempted 
murder. 

The Observer asked 
the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, Valston 
Graham, why the death 
sentence had not been 
imposed. He noted that in 
this case, he didn’t seek it

. 

Phillips was charged 
with the 2017 murder of 
Jacobs, and two counts 
of attempted murder of 
Michelin Brooks and 
Erica Williams. 

Jacobs, who lived in 
Church Ground, arrived 
home in the evening hours 
of June 2, 2017, when her 
friends dropped her off 
after she finished work. 
The 37-year-old woman 
had just stepped into her 
yard when an assailant 
opened fire on her and 
the vehicle that brought 
her home. Jacobs was 
taken to the Alexandria 
Hospital where she was 
pronounced dead.

Jacobs was the friend of 
Phillips’ ex-wife. The 
wife had previously 
roomed with Jacobs and 
her children at Church 
Ground.

Phillips’ trial lasted two 
weeks at the Theodore 
Hobson QC High Court. 
The bible-carrying man 
was represented by Brian 
Barnes. On Thursday, 
November 19, 2020, the 
jury took three hours to 
unanimously give a guilty 
verdict for the murder of 
Lydia Jacobs, the attempt-
ed murder of Michelin 
Brooks and the attempted 

murder of Erica Williams.

Phillips will be spending 
at least the next 35 years 
at Her Majesty’s Prison in 
St. Kitts. 

Phillips’ sentencing sig-
nalled the closure of 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court, Nevis 
Circuit this week. Three 
cases that were traversed 
from past assizes were 
heard; those of Loston 
Nisbett who was charged 

with possession of fire-
arm was found to be  not 
guilty.  Sherman Sinclair 
who was charged with 
unlawful and maliciously 
setting of fire was de-
clared unfit to plead. He 
was ordered to undergo 
psychiatric care. Report 
will be delivered seven 
days before the starting 
of the November criminal 
assizes.  Kereece Archibal 
who was charged with 
embezzlement by the 
servant  (pleaded guilty) 
sentenced to one year im-
prisonment suspended for 
three years and ordered to 
repay the full amount of 
$57,000.

Alston Phillips

Phillips was charged with the 2017 murder of 
Jacobs, and two counts of attempted murder of 

Michelin Brooks and Erica Williams. 
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Man was originally endowed with noble 
powers and a well-balanced mind. He 
was perfect in his being, and in harmony 
with God. His thoughts were pure, his 
aims holy. But through disobedience, 
his powers were perverted, and selfish-
ness took the place of love. His nature 
became so weakened through transgres-
sion that it was impossible for him, in 
his own strength, to resist the power of 
evil. He was made captive by Satan, and 
would have remained so forever had 
not God specially interposed. It was the 
tempter’s purpose to thwart the divine 
plan in man’s creation, and fill the earth 
with woe and desolation. And he would 
point to all this evil as the result of God’s 
work in creating man. 

In his sinless state, man held joyful 
communion with Him “in whom are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowl-
edge.” Colossians 2:3. But after his sin, 
he could no longer find joy in holiness, 
and he sought to hide from the presence 
of God. Such is still the condition of the 
unrenewed heart. It is not in harmony 
with God, and finds no joy in commu-
nion with Him. The sinner could not 
be happy in God’s presence; he would 
shrink from the companionship of holy 
beings. Could he be permitted to enter 
heaven, it would have no joy for him. 
The spirit of unselfish love that reigns 
there—every heart responding to the 
heart of Infinite Love—would touch no 
answering chord in his soul. His thoughts, 
his interests, his motives, would be alien 
to those that actuate the sinless dwellers 
there. He would be a discordant note in 
the melody of heaven. Heaven would be 
to him a place of torture; he would long 
to be hidden from Him who is its light, 
and the center of its joy. It is no arbitrary 
decree on the part of God that excludes 
the wicked from heaven; they are shut 
out by their own unfitness for its com-
panionship. The glory of God would be 
to them a consuming fire. They would 
welcome destruction, that they might be 
hidden from the face of Him who died to 
redeem them. 

It is impossible for us, of ourselves, to 
escape from the pit of sin in which we 
are sunken. Our hearts are evil, and we 
cannot change them. “Who can bring a 
clean thing out of an unclean? not one.” 
“The carnal mind is enmity against God: 
for it is not subject to the law of God, nei-
ther indeed can be.” Job 14:4; Romans 
8:7. Education, culture, the exercise of 

the will, human effort, all have their 
proper sphere, but here they are pow-
erless. They may produce an outward 
correctness of behavior, but they cannot 
change the heart; they cannot purify the 
springs of life. There must be a power 
working from within, a new life from 
above, before men can be changed from 
sin to holiness. That power is Christ. His 
grace alone can quicken the lifeless fac-
ulties of the soul, and attract it to God, 
to holiness. 

The Saviour said, “Except a man be born 
from above,” unless he shall receive a 
new heart, new desires, purposes, and 
motives, leading to a new life, “he can-
not see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3, 
margin. The idea that it is necessary only 
to develop the good that exists in man by 
nature, is a fatal deception. “The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness unto 
him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.” “Marvel 
not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born 
again.” 1 Corinthians 2:14; John 3:7. Of 
Christ it is written, “In Him was life; and 
the life was the light of men”—the only 
“name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” John 1:4; 
Acts 4:12. 

It is not enough to perceive the loving-
kindness of God, to see the benevolence, 
the fatherly tenderness, of His character. 
It is not enough to discern the wisdom 
and justice of His law, to see that it is 
founded upon the eternal principle of 
love. Paul the apostle saw all this when 
he exclaimed, “I consent unto the law 
that it is good.” “The law is holy, and 
the commandment holy, and just, and 
good.” But he added, in the bitterness 
of his soul-anguish and despair, “I am 
carnal, sold under sin.” Romans 7:16, 
12, 14. He longed for the purity, the 
righteousness, to which in himself he 
was powerless to attain, and cried out, 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from this body of death?” 
Romans 7:24, margin. Such is the cry 
that has gone up from burdened hearts 
in all lands and in all ages. To all, there 
is but one answer, “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” John 1:29. 

Many are the figures by which the Spirit 
of God has sought to illustrate this truth, 
and make it plain to souls that long to be 
freed from the burden of guilt. 

Steps to Christ          
Chapter 2—The Sinner’s Need of Christ

Ellen G. White 
Writings Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. White. All Rights Reserved.
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BBC- Genetic tests have 
confirmed that a giant 
tortoise found on the 
Galápagos Islands is from 
a species which scientists 
thought had died out more 
than a century ago.

The single female was 
discovered during a 2019 
expedition to Fernandina 
Island.

To prove the link, scien-
tists took samples from 
the female to compare to 
the remains of a male from 
the species Chelonoidis 
phantasticus.

The last previous sighting 

of the species had been in 
1906.

That sighting was made 
by scientists from the 
California Academy of 
Sciences who sailed to 
the Galápagos Islands to 
carry out comprehensive 
survey of their flora and 
fauna.

They took back the 
male specimen to the 
academy’s herpetology 
department and it was 
samples from there that 
allowed geneticists from 
Yale University to deter-
mine 115 years later that 
the female found in 2019 

is indeed a Chelonoidis 
phantasticus, also known 
as Fernandina giant 
tortoise.

Ecuador, of which the 
Galápagos islands are a 
part, has celebrated the 
good news.

“It was believed to 
have gone extinct more 
than 100 years ago!” 
Environment Minister 
Gustavo Manrique tweet-
ed of the Fernandina giant 
tortoise. “Hope is alive,” 
he added.

Galápagos tortoise Found 
Alive, Thought Extinct
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NEVIS BUSINESS CORPORATION ORDINANCE 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND CLAIMANTS UNDER SECTION 121(1) OF 

THE NEVIS BUSINESS CORPORATIONS ORDINANCE 2017 

BY XIO CAYMAN LIMITED (IN DISSOLUTION) 

 

 

XiO Cayman Limited, a corporation registered under the Nevis Business 

Corporation Ordinance, 2017 (the “Corporation”), with its registered address 

at Southpac Trust Nevis Limited, Hunkins Plaza, Main Street, Charlestown, 

Nevis, now in dissolution, GIVES NOTICE THAT all creditors and claimants, 

including any with unliquidated or contingent claims and any with whom the 

Corporation has unfulfilled contracts, are required to present their claims in 

writing and in detail at Southpac Trust Nevis Limited, Hunkins Plaza, Main 

Street, Charlestown, Nevis, no later than Friday 10th September 2021. Without 

prejudice to the preservation of the Corporation’s rights and entitlements 

under section 121(4) of the Nevis Business Corporation Ordinance, 2017, to 

dispute any claims duly presented in accordance with this notice, the attention 

of all creditors and claimants is specifically drawn section 121(9) of the Nevis 

Business Corporation Ordinance, 2017 and the consequences of failing to 

present their claims in the above manner and by the above date. 

Pandemic’s Devastating Effect on Female Well Being-WHO 
Chief (CONtINUED FrOM PaGE 17)

“In fact, last week, four 
out of five of the coun-
tries reporting the highest 
number of new infections 
were here in our region, 
and Latin American 
countries represented the 
top five highest mortality 
rates worldwide.”

Increases in cases have 

been reported in Central 
American countries, 
including Costa Rica, 
Panama, Belize, and 
Honduras, where ICU 
beds are at more than 80 
per cent capacity.

In the Caribbean, 
Trinidad and Tobago 
has declared a national 
emergency following a 
recent COVID-19 out-
break. Cuba continues 
to report a significant 
increase, and St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines are 
still experiencing spikes 
after people were moved 

to shelters because of re-
cent volcanic eruptions. 
“We are also concerned 
about increasing trends in 
hospitalizations in Haiti,” 
Etienne noted.

In South America, new 
infections have declined 
in Chile, Peru, and 
Paraguay. But Uruguay, 
Argentina, and Brazil, 
after experiencing prog-
ress for several weeks, are 
once again seeing a rise in 
cases. Bolivia is report-
ing a dramatic increase 
in cases and deaths, and 

Guyana is experiencing 
its highest volume of cas-
es and deaths since the be-
ginning of the pandemic

“We are also concerned about 
increasing trends in  

hospitalizations in Haiti,” 
Etienne noted.
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