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Dr Harris said the Federation was not going
to sign off on a document that 

contained inaccurate information.

PM Harris:  
IMF and SKN matter settled 

By Loshaun Dixon 

Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance, 
Dr Timothy Harris, 
has disclosed that the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) apologised to 
his administration about 
the report on the 2017 
Article IV Consultation 
with St Kitts and Nevis, 
noting that the matter had 
been settled, and both par-
ties are moving forward.

At his most recent press 
conference on Thursday, 
when asked about the 
IMF returning to St. 

Kitts and Nevis later this 
month, Dr Harris was 
pellucid in informing the 
nation that the 2017 IMF 
report was not accepted 
by the financial team 
within the Ministry of 
Finance.

“The Financial Secretary 
herself explained the in-
accuracies over which 
she has had to contend 
with the report and as a 
result, she advised me 
and the Cabinet that we 
should not accept it.”

Dr Harris said the 
Federation was not going 
to sign off on a document 
that contained inaccurate 
information.

“We are not a poor coun-
try dependent on the IMF 
for loans and every other 
thing, that if the IMF 
comes with something to 
which we are unhappy 
we would say okay and 
sign it off. We have had 
technical advice and went 
to members of constitu-
encies involved, sought 
their advice, and they ad-
vised us to stay put about 
our particular stance.”

He said he met with the 
leadership of the IMF, 
now and in the past, about 
that matter, and they 
apologised for those par-
ticular developments and 
commit to working better 
going forward. 

“To overcome the intran-
sigence we had experi-
enced so long ago. The 
IMF has come into the 
country this year. This 
is three years, so there 
is nothing to gain by the 
IMF to recap 2018, other 
than to say their posture 
would be different, other 
than to say they have new 

leadership to engage, and 
to say we were not the 
only country that would 
have had difficulty with 
the reporting.”

He said at the time of the 
IMF incident, a $234 mil-
lion debt had been paid 
off at the time.

“They had nothing to 
hold us captive. Fiscal 
policy had become truly 
sovereign and free be-
cause of the way we had 
managed the country. We 
have no difficulty with 
them, neither do they with 
us. That matter is settled, 
as it were, long ago

 Dr Harris said they are 
moving forward in a 
healthy relationship with 
the IMF

“Indeed they have invited 
me to significant panels 
with them...I did not have 
the time because the exi-
gencies of managing this 
small, complex country 
have overweighed me, 
and I did not have time.”

This comes almost 
three years after his 

administration used 
the option to not make 
public the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
report on the 2017 Article 
IV Consultation with St 
Kitts and Nevis.

“We are not the only 
country in the last five 
years who have exer-
cised that option. The 
IMF reports, in particu-
lar, indicate where there 
are special circumstances 
they have obliged in the 
non-publication of reports 
for the very reasons the fi-
nancial secretary says.” 

Financial Secretary 
Hilary Hazel at the time 
said that the IMF was not 
the only credible source 
of information on the 
economic performance 
of the Federation of St 
Kitts-Nevis. 

“In fact the economic 
data that is gathered and 
distributed by the govern-
ment…is shared with all 
our relevant economic 
partners,” she said, includ-
ing the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB), 
the Barbados-based 
Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB) and the 
Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC).”

The financial secretary 
said, therefore, that it was 
important to put things 
into “proper perspec-
tive” adding, “the IMF 
is not an auditor of the 
government”.

She told reporters that 
the director of the audit 
is the only authority “to 
audit the books of the 
government”.

Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Dr Timothy Harris
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By Loshaun Dixon   

Health official in St. Kitts 
and Nevis are now con-
firming the community 
spread of COVID-19 af-
ter four new cases were 
announced Tuesday, with 
two having no contacts 
with previous cases.

Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Hazel Laws said that the 
active COVID-19 cases 
in St. Kitts and Nevis are 
now up to 25, with the 
four additional cases.

Dr. Laws said the federa-
tion has reported 73 cases 
of COVID-19. She said 
that cases 70 and 71 had 
no links to cases that were 
found in recent weeks.

“We have not found any 
link between these two 
cases and recent cases. 
There is not a recent 
travel history to or from 
a hotspot. Based on the 
information we have, this 
is a state of community 
spread.

“A state of community 
spread implies the virus 
is now circulating in the 
community. It is theoreti-
cally possible for some-
one in the community to 
catch COVID-19.”

Minister of Health Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett said the 
ministry is currently fol-
lowing active cases of  
COVID-19 within the 
communities.

“We knew that this would 
and have been preparing 
for this to happen. We 
are asking persons to stay 
vigilant and adhere to the 
protocols. We are appeal-
ing to you to follow the 
measures, measures that 
we must adopt and mea-
sures that must continue.”

She noted the vaccination 
drive is at the 60 percent 
mark of adults who have 
at least had their first shot 
and 22% for the second, 
and hailed all who stepped 
up to be vaccinated.

“We are well on our way 
to being fully vaccinated.”

Byron-Nisbett also laud-
ed the hard-working team 
at the Ministry of Health.

“We have been working 
really hard to keep our 
country safe. Our nurses, 
our doctors, our contact 
tracers have given their 
all to ensure we keep our 
country safe, doubling up 
efforts at times to balance 
their regular duties, while 

at the same time offering 
the vaccines, testing, and 
going through contact 
tracing exercises.”

She assured the general 
public that the health care 
system is robust, based on 
investments made.

“It stands ready to combat 
any significant number of 
COVID-19 cases. We are 
hopeful that our system 
will not become over-
whelmed, as we know the 
majority will go to do the 
right thing and get vacci-
nated. We made sure we 
prepared ourselves.”

The Minister also as-
sured that the Ministry of 
Health continues to work 
to secure more vaccines, 
and is confident it will be 
able to receive more vac-
cines in short order

“Again the virus is in our 
communities. 

The way that we would 
stop the spread of the vi-
rus and the effect it would 
have within our commu-
nities is by making sure 
that we are able to achieve 
herd immunity, once we 
have a greater number of 
persons vaccinated.”

Officials confirm community  
spread of COVID-19

Dr. Hazel Laws, Chief Medical Officer                                                                Akilah Byron-Nisbett; Permanent Secretary in the   Ministry of Health

IN THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 

FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 

ISLAND OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER 

TITLE BY REGISTRATION ACT CAP.10.19  

A.D. 2021 

CLAIM NO.: SKBHCV2021/0044 

In the Matter of the Saint Christopher and Nevis 

Vacation Plan and Time-Share Act Cap. 10.22  

                    And 

In the Matter of Section 144 of the Title by Registration 

Act Cap. 10.19 

        And 

In the Matter of an Application by Sally L. Porter for 

the issue of a new Certificate of Title for a Time-Share 

interest in St. Kitts Beach Club Condominium Project 

No. 17, Time-Share Interest No. 1014S42 to replace a 

lost Certificate of Title recorded in TSI Register Book 

2009 Folio 653. 

 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR REPLACEMENT OF  
LOST CERTIFICATE OF TITLE  

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Sally L. Porter, of 4 Brompton Woods, Williamsville, NY 14221, United 

States, Nurse, has applied to the Registrar in Chambers for the issue of a replacement Certificate of 

Title in lieu of the following Certificate of Title, on the basis that the said Original Duplicate Certificate 

of Title has been irrecoverably lost by misadventure namely a Certificate of Title dated the 20th day of 

July, 2009 and recorded in Register Book TSI Register Book 2009 Folio 653 of the Register of Titles for 

Saint Christopher, the Time-Share Interest in Condominium Project No. 17, of the St. Kitts Beach Club 

Condominium Project with Time-Share bearing Interest No. 1014S42, together with an undivided 

interest in the common property appurtenant thereto, subject to the Condominium Declaration and 

Description and Time-Share Instrument in respect of the subject Condominium Project. 

 

Any person who may be in possession of the aforesaid Certificate of Title or may have any information 

that may lead to its recovery is asked to contact: Derriann P. Charles of CHARLES AND ASSOCIATES, 
Suite 77(B) Ambassy Shores, St. Peters, St. Kitts. 

 

Telephone: (869) 466-7162 or Office Mobile: (869) 667-7162. 

 

Dated the 12th day of March, 2021 

 
……………………………….................... 

DERRIANN P. CHARLES 

CHARLES AND ASSOCIATES  

Attorneys-at-law for the Applicant 

Case Number :SKBHCV2021/0044

Submitted Date:12/03/2021 13:22

Filed Date:12/03/2021 13:22

Fees Paid:12.00
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Acting responsibly will see us through 

EDItOrIal

EDITORIAL

With 60 percent of the St. Kitts-Nevis population receiving at least 
one dose of the vaccine against the coronavirus, we have improved our 
numbers but are still not in a good place yet. People are still very careless 
and are not following the established health protocols, thus endangering 
themselves and their families 

Medical Chief of Staff, Dr Cameron Wilkinson, disclosed that 
Wednesday was the last day one could go and be guaranteed a first and 
second shot to be fully vaccinated from this current batch, before another 
arrives.

“Even after, you can continue to come in and get your first shot, as this 
gives you a 76 percent protection before you get your second dose.”
After Wednesday, there will not be enough days for the minimum interval 
for the second shot before the vaccines expire at the end of the month.
Dr Wilkinson announced that so far, more than 60 percent of adults 
have decided to take the vaccine, and took action now not just to protect 
themselves, but family members who are children, pregnant mothers, 
unborn and the elderly and frail. 
"Some held back because of genuine concerns, and these were changed 
with our far-reaching education program on the vaccine." 
He said the decision to not vaccinate put individuals at risk, reiterating 
that getting vaccinated is the best defence against this virus.

The country could safely open up once enough persons have been 
vaccinated and proper controls are maintained at our borders. This will 

ensure that our people are not at risk. Do your part, get vaccinated, 
practice healthy measures and let the country get back to as close to 
normalcy as possible.
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Newcastle police station ready to 
serve the community 

“ let me thank the Board of Directors of the Nevis  
Housing and land Development Corporation which 
came on board early on to get the foundation done.  
Subsequent to that, the NIa would have secured a  

loan from CIBC First Caribbean  
Bank to start construction,” he said.

By Monique Washington  

Area representative of 
St. James, Alexis Jeffers, 
is proud that the newly 
constructed Newcastle 
Police Station has offi-
cially opened its doors to 
the community and offi-
cers are housed in a more 
comfortable area.

Speaking with the 
Observer on Thursday, 
Jeffers said that he feels 
gratified, as the new sta-
tion will benefit the entire 
island.

“We have come to the 

end of a long journey, one 
that is gratifying in many 
regards. Because we were 
able to bring a project to 
completion that will ben-
efit the entire St. James 
community and beyond. 
I am pleased to say as 
of 1st June, the brand 
spanking new police sta-
tion that was constructed 
at Newcastle is now oc-
cupied by the policemen 
and women who have 
been eagerly waiting for 
this day to come,” he said.

The over EC$5 million 
completed building is 
9009 square foot. The 
police station consists 
of a Corporal’s of-
fice, Inspector’s office, 
Sergeant’s office, sec-
retary’s office, lobby, 
lunchroom, interrogation 
room, recreation room, 
processing room, two 
holding cells, three bath-
rooms and one handicap 
bathroom, four-space ga-
rage, living quarters, din-
ing area and deck.

The Police station was 

constructed by Jasper 
Stapleton, the project’s 
general contractor; sub-
contractors, Lawrence 
Brandy for the electrical 
and Theo Wallace for 
the plumbing. Steadroy 
Pemberton is the Project 
Manager.

Jeffers recalled in 2016  
when the police were 
removed from the “old 
dilapidated building” 
and were temporally 
housed in a building 
next to the Vance Amory 
International Airport. 

“It took the Nevis Island 

Administration just about 
another year before we 
could have gotten the 
necessary plans and nec-
essary finances that were 
needed to reconstruct the 
now brand new police 
station,” he said.

Jeffers said that the jour-
ney before and during 
construction was not easy.

“It was a difficult journey 
in many regards. We start-
ed the project without the 
financial assistance from 
the federal government. 
but we did so because 
we couldn’t sit and wait 
for that help to come,” he 
said.

He said that NIA secured 
the necessary finances to 
get the project started. He 
said they received $50,000 
from the Nevis Housing 
and Land Development 
Corporation to start.

“ Let me thank the 
Board of Directors of 
the Nevis Housing and 
Land Development 

Corporation which came 
on board early on to get 
the foundation done. 
Subsequent to that, the 
NIA would have secured 
a loan from CIBC First 
Caribbean Bank to start 
construction,” he said.

“Construction went 
through some difficulties, 
some delays. Some unex-
pected issues would have 
developed, but we were 
able to counter those is-
sues, those difficulties 
and those challenges, by 
ensuring that we stuck to 
our plan we had, in terms 
of getting that building 

completed,” he said. 

Jeffers noted that the 
building is “almost fully 
furnished” - enough so 
that the policemen can 
occupy the building.

He said that the newly 
built station is good for 
the community’s overall 
infrastructure, and it is 
also good to have given 
the community back a 
station that has been for 
many years. He added 
that if he was unable to 
reconstruct the building, 
he would have failed the 
community.

“It would have been 
a failure on my part if 
we had to demolish the 
whole building and never 
rebuild a police station. 
That is a landmark for the 
Newcastle community. A 
landmark for the entire 
community of St James 
and a landmark for the 
entire island Nevis and 
the Federation. Safety 
and security of our people 
is a priority,” he said. 
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National Disaster  
Coordinator,  

Mr. Abdias Samuel 

residents  urged  to  prepare  for
 hurricane  season

By Loshaun Dixon   

Citizens and residents of 
St. Kitts and Nevis have 
been urged by disaster of-
ficials to get themselves 
prepared as the Atlantic 
Hurricane Season begins.

With the start of June 
comes the start of the 
Atlantic Hurricane 
Season, and National 
Disaster Coordinator 
Abdias Samuel has been 
imploring the public to 
begin their preparedness 
measures 

“It is predicted we may 
have a 60% chance of 
experiencing an above-
average season. In this 
regard, you need to do 
the necessary to begin 
personal preparations 
for your homes and your 
workplaces.

“Know where your hur-
ricane shelters are. You 
must know where to go in 
the event your residence 
has been impacted.”

Samuel said it was impor-
tant to know the telephone 
numbers for the first re-
sponse agencies such as 
Fire Department, Police 
and Defence Force.

“This is the critical time to 
go through your checklist, 
your list of supplies, if 
you have enough medica-
tion to take you for at least 
seven days.”

He said it was also the 
time to test the strength of 
properties and homes

“Strengthen the weak-
ened areas within your 
home, and also do your 
best to ensure your gutters 
and waterways are clear.”

He said this year the 
hurricane season comes 
during a three-hazard 
environment.

“We are facing an upsurge 
in COVID-19 cases, we 
are facing an average 
hurricane season with 
approximately 20 named 
storms - of which three 
to five may turn out to be 
major hurricanes - and 
also we are facing serious 
drought challenges.”

Samuel also urged vacci-
nations ahead of the sea-
son, and explained how 
vaccinations can impact 
the hurricane season.

“When it comes to shelter-
ing, we actually apply the 
buddy system, where we 
appeal to people to take in 
their neighbours who are 
displaced. Based on the 
feedback I am getting, no 
one would take you in if 
you are not vaccinated.

“Do your best and go and 
get vaccinated before you 
reach the peak of the hur-
ricane season, so that if 
your household is affected 
your neighbour can assist 

you.”

The Caribbean Disaster 
Emergency Management 
Agency (CDEMA) has 
called on the region to pay 
close attention to the up-
coming hurricane season.

Elizabeth Riley, Executive 
Director of CDEMA, 
at a media conference 
Monday, said it only takes 
one event to make an 
impact, so hurricane pre-
paredness is critical every 
year, regardless of how 
much activity is forecast.

“The message is really 
one of preparedness, and 
we say this every year, 
and the national disaster 
offices reiterate the mes-
sage, and we want to re-
peat it.”

She said with the risk of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
spreading during the hur-
ricane season remain-
ing high, both CDEMA 
and the Caribbean 
Public Health Agency 
(CARPHA) have agreed 
that virus prevention 
measures need to be 
maintained.

“Individuals and com-
munities must therefore 
continue to adhere to 
COVID-19 protocols 
in the face of hurricane 
threats, especially if pub-
lic sheltering is required,” 
Riley said, while noting 
that sheltering at public 

facilities will be limited.

She encouraged people 
who plan to use their 

private dwellings as hur-
ricane shelters, to ensure 
that sanitation measures 
are in place for all guests.

IN THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 

FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 

ISLAND OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER 

TITLE BY REGISTRATION ACT CAP.10.19  

A.D. 2021 

CLAIM NO.: SKBHCV2021/0045 

In the Matter of the Saint Christopher and Nevis 

Vacation Plan and Time-Share Act Cap. 10.22  

                    And 

In the Matter of Section 144 of the Title by Registration 

Act Cap. 10.19 

        And 

In the Matter of an Application by Eugene Meyer and 

Vickie C. Meyer for the issue of a new Certificate of 

Title for a Time-Share interest in St. Kitts Beach Club 

Condominium Project No. 17, Time-Share Interest No. 

3204P05 to replace a lost Certificate of Title recorded 

in TSI Register Book 2009 Folio 383. 

 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR REPLACEMENT OF  
LOST CERTIFICATE OF TITLE  

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Vickie C. Meyer, 7301 Travertine Dr. Unit 104, Baltimore MD 21209, 

United States, Personal Stylist and Eugene Meyer, of 12 Herrick Dr. Lawrence, NY 11559, United States, 

Retired, have jointly applied to the Registrar in Chambers for the issue of a replacement Certificate of 

Title in lieu of the following Certificate of Title, on the basis that the said Original Duplicate Certificate 

of Title has been irrecoverably lost by misadventure namely a Certificate of Title dated the 28th day of 

April, 2009 and recorded in Register Book TSI Register Book 2009 Folio 383 of the Register of Titles for 

Saint Christopher, the Time-Share Interest in Condominium Project No. 17, of the St. Kitts Beach Club 

Condominium Project with Time-Share bearing Interest No. 3204P05, together with an undivided 

interest in the common property appurtenant thereto, subject to the Condominium Declaration and 

Description and Time-Share Instrument in respect of the subject Condominium Project. 

 

Any person who may be in possession of the aforesaid Certificate of Title or may have any information 

that may lead to its recovery is asked to contact: Derriann P. Charles of CHARLES AND ASSOCIATES, 
Suite 77(B) Ambassy Shores, St. Peters, St. Kitts. 

Telephone: (869) 466-7162 or Office Mobile: (869) 667-7162. 

 

Dated the 12th day of March, 2021 

 
…….……………………………………......... 

DERRIANN P. CHARLES 

CHARLES AND ASSOCIATES  

Attorneys-at-law for the Applicants 

Case Number :SKBHCV2021/0045

Submitted Date:12/03/2021 13:32

Filed Date:12/03/2021 13:32

Fees Paid:12.00
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reopening plans still on track despite 
recent setback 

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 
NEVIS CIRCUIT 
(PROBATE) 
A.D. 2021 

 
 
IN THE ESTATE OF Lornette Leone Thompson, 
also known as ‘Lornette Leone Brown’, also known 
as ‘Lornette Leone Browne’ late of #2 Prospect 
Road, Brown Hill, in the Parish of St. John, in the 
Island of Nevis, deceased

ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT  
 

TAKE NOTICE than an Application has been filed by LONDA TASHA BROWN of #2 Prospect 
Road, Brown Hill, in the Parish of St. John, in the Island of Nevis for a Grant of Letters of 
Administration to the applicant who is the daughter of the deceased, the deceased having died 
intestate on the 14th day of August, 2019.

Any person having an objection to the Grant of Letters of Administration to the application shall 
file an objection within 14 days of the publication of this Notice. 

Dated this 21st day of May 2021.

……………………………….
Kris Liburd (Mr.) 
Attorney-at-Law 

Filed by: Kris Liburd of JHT Law Firm, Attorneys-at-Law for the intended Administrator whose 
address for service is Suite #2 Hunkins Plaza, Charlestown, Nevis.

FIRST/SECOND PUBLICATION  

Case Number :NEVHPB2021/0024

Submitted Date:21/05/2021 13:58

Filed Date:21/05/2021 13:58

Fees Paid:52.00

By Loshaun Dixon   

St. Kitts and Nevis will 
forge ahead with plans to 
fully open in October, as 
well as welcoming back 
cruise ships as early as 
this month, despite com-
munity spread being con-
firmed in the Federation

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris said the 
record management of 
COVID-19 in St. Kitts 
and Nevis should give 
confidence in proceeding 
to reopen.

“Life continues, even in 
all of this, and St. Kitts 
and Nevis among all 

independent states has the 
best record in the region 
in managing COVID-19. 
The cruise ships are go-
ing to Barbados; people 
died there, they had com-
munity spread, they had it 
everywhere.”

Medical Chief of Staff 
at the JNF Hospital Dr 
Cameron Wilkinson not-
ed that preparations were 
in place for potential 
community spread.

“We said all along, it was 
only a matter of time 
before we developed 
community spread. It 
was inevitable, so when 
it happened we were not 

surprised, and prepared.

“We were prepared such 
that we were able to keep 
the virus at bay, and had 
our population sufficient-
ly vaccinated such that 
when community spread 
occurred, we had a sig-
nificant amount of the 
population vaccinated.”

He said the positivity rate 
found during the recent 
tests suggest it would be 
safe to open up.“We fol-
low science and we fol-
low the data. From when 
we had the outbreak we 
had 30 positive cases. 
And in the testing, we 
have done 3,014 tests, 

which gives us a positiv-
ity rate of 0.9%. When 
the positivity rate is high, 
it means the virus is cir-
culating within the com-
munity, and the WHO 
recommends if you have 
a positivity rate greater 
than 5 percent then it is 
not time to be relaxing or 
opening up your country. 

“We have a positivity rate 
of less than one, which 
means that we are getting 
a handle on the control of 
things, and so with this 
low positivity rate and 
the very high vaccina-
tion rate we have, there 
should be no retardation 
in the progress we have 

envisaged. I don’t see this 
being important, with the 
opening.”

Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant said they 
have been in dialogue 
with the cruise industry 
over several months, and 
put the position forward 
many months ago that 
when the industry was 
restarted, they would 
only do bubble tours“We 
have four or five signa-
ture tours...they will be 
done in a bubble - mean-
ing the tours would be 
booked and persons exit-
ing the ships will go from 
the ship to the particular 
mode of transportation 

to the facility providing 
bubble tours.”

He said there will be 
no integration with 
Basseterre and Port Zante 
in the first phase.

“They would not be al-
lowed to integrate into 
Port Zante in the first cou-
ple of weeks, neither are 
they going to be able to 
integrate into Basseterre. 
They will not be in con-
tact with persons who are 
not vaccinated.”

Grant said the first 
call will be from the 
‘Celebrity Millennium’ 
on June 16th.
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all schools closed; MOE not taking risks

The Board of Governors of the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College invites applications from 
suitably qualified persons to fill the following full-time position with effect from JULY 1, 2021: 
   
 

WORKSHOP / MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN – AIR CONDITION 
   

 QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE  
Applicants must possess:  

• Associate Degree in Air Conditioning with 2 years industry experience    OR  
• Diploma in Air Conditioning with 5 years industry experience.  

   

PURPOSE: To assist faculty in the air condition workshop and provide maintenance services to the 
air condition units of the College. 

 
MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. Prepare the materials for the workshop practical sessions 
2. Set up equipment, machines and tools for the workshop practical sessions.  
3. Assist with monitoring students during the workshop practical sessions. 
4. Ensure at the end of the workshop practical sessions that equipment and tools are cleaned by 

students and returned to their storage area.  
5. Assist with the keeping of inventories of equipment, tools and materials and make 

recommendations for ordering. 
6. Maintain and service equipment, tools and machines in good working condition  
7. Clean equipment and tools 
8. Prepare weekly activity schedule of work and submit to the Dean of TVEMS.  
9. Maintain Activity Log for all work completed. 
10. Assist with maintaining Occupational Health and Safety Standards in the workshop. 
11. Assist with maintenance of College air condition units in consultation with the Maintenance 

Officer.  
12. Any other related duties assigned by the Dean of TVEMS or the Maintenance Officer 

 
Applications from Qualified Applicants should include: 

• Letter of Application 
• Curriculum Vitae 
• Police Record 
• Official academic certificates, transcripts and other relevant documents (certified copies) 
• Two references with telephone and e-mail addresses 

                                                                                                                                       
Salary: 
Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience and in accordance with the current 
salary structure at the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College.  
 
All application documents should be scanned and submitted as one email file to:  
   

boardofgovernors@cfbc.edu.kn  
    

and     addressed to 
The Chair of the Board  
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College, 
P.O. Box 268, Burdon Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts 
 
The deadline for receipt of applications is JUNE 14, 2021. Late applications will not be 
acknowledged. 

 

By Monique Washington  

Schools in the Federation 
have officially closed 
their doors until the be-
ginning of the new school 
year in September, due 
to the confirmation of 
community spread of 
COVID-19.

The COVID-19 Task 
Force in late May advised 
that all schools were to be 
physically closed effec-
tive May 25th, after an 
increase in COVID-19 
cases on St. Kitts. The 
schools were closed for 
a period of two weeks in 
the first instance.

On Thursday (June 3), 

Minister of Education in 
the Federal Cabinet Jonel 
Powell said that because 
of the recent communi-
cation and confirmation 
of community spread of 
COVID-19 in St Kitts 
and Nevis, the Ministry 
of Education has taken 
the decision that they will 
not resume schools for 
the purposes of face-to 
-ace instructions for the 
rest of the school year.

“We as a ministry do not 
think that the risk is worth 
it to open schools in light 
of all that is happening - 
bearing in mind that we 
would be closing schools 
naturally at the end of this 
month,” he said.

Speaking about promo-
tion exams in the primary 
schools, Powell informed 
that because of the cur-
riculum reform within the 
primary school, this has 
allowed for continuous 
assessment of students 
throughout the academic 
year, so the students will 
not have any end of term 
or end of year exam. 

“Their performance will 
be based on a continuous 
assessment that has been 
taking place,” he said. 

He also indicated they 
will be prioritizing fifth 
form students who 
are about to write the 
Caribbean Examinations 
Council (CXC) later this 
month.

As it relates to early child-
hood centres, they will re-
main closed until further 
notice

“This again is as a result 
of the community spread 
of the COVID-19,” he 
said.

Zanella Claxton, Principal 
Education Officer (PEO) 
in the Department of 
Education in the Nevis 
Island Administration, 
advised parents of chil-
dren that will be entering 
Public preschools and pri-
mary schools, that there is 
a postponed enrolment 
for students. Registration 
for new students at public 
pre and primary schools 

was originally scheduled 
to begin during the weeks 
of the physical closure of 
schools.

“In light of the physical 
closure, we have taken 
the decision to postpone 
the registration process 
until further notice. We 
are asking all parents who 
had intentions of enroll-
ing in the public school 
system for the upcoming 
school year, to remain 
connected to the vari-
ous media outlets and of 
course, our social media 
pages, [in] particular the 
Ministry of Education 
Nevis Facebook page, 
to receive the updated 
dates,” she said
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2021 Culturama 
slogan chosen 

By Monique Washington  

“Take a Snap 
#NevisCulturamaIsBack” is the 
winning slogan that will be used 
this year to promote Culturama 
47, and is a catchphrase the 
Chairman of Culturama says 
is very fitting for this year.

On Tuesday, June 1, the Chairman, 
Antonio Liburd announced the 
winner. He said that Bath Village 
resident Michael Morton created 
the slogan and his entry was one 
out of dozens of entries. Morton 
has won a $500 cash prize, a plaque, 
and two complimentary season 
passes for Culturama 47 events.

“It was not an easy task in selecting 
the winning slogan from the 82 
entries that were submitted. The 
Nevis Culturama Committee 
would have met and would have 
deliberated, and we would have 
discussed. We would have chosen 
the slogan that in our opinion best 
suits the time under which we 
would be celebrating the festival 
this year. And so the winning slogan 
for Culturama 47 is “Take a Snap 
#NevisCulturamaIsBack,” he said. 

“Last year we did not have a 
Culturama festival because of 
the ongoing pandemic. The 
slogan that was selected this 

year speaks on the return of the 
festival for Culturama 47,” he said.

In April, the Nevis COVID-19 
Task Force and Commissioner 
of Police Hilroy Brandy granted 
permission to the Nevis 
Culturama Committee to host 
some of the festival’s activities.

The scaled-down event this year 
will have most of its activities being 
hosted virtually. Persons will be 
able to view the events that will be 
streamed online, pay per view. The 
present SR&O mandates that large 
events can only accommodate 
150 persons…and that 150 
is not paid patrons, it would 

include technicians, contestants, 
Committee Members etc.

This year there will be no street 
activities such as J’ouvert and 
Parade Day, or Ms. Culture 
Queen Pageant, no Talented Teen 
or Junior Calypso competitions. 
The Secretariat will host a virtual 
“Jam where you are J’ouvert” on 
August Monday, and no fetes will 
be permitted during the Festival.

Some of the events for Culturama 
47 include the Senior Calypso 
Monarch Competition, Soca 
Monarch Competition, Mr. Kool 
and Miss Culture Swimwear. 
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No guarantee of second dose until 
new batch – Dr. Wilkinson

By Loshaun Dixon 

With the expiry date 
drawing close for the cur-
rent crop of vaccine doses 
in St. Kitts and Nevis, as 
of Wednesday, there is 
no guarantee individuals 
hoping to be fully vac-
cinated in the Federation 
will get their second shot 
unless another batch is 
sourced.

 Medical Chief of Staff, 
Dr Cameron Wilkinson, 
disclosed that Wednesday 
was the last day one could 
go and be guaranteed a 
first and second shot to 
be fully vaccinated from 
this current batch before 
another arrives. 

“Even after, you can 
continue to come in and 
get your first shot, as this 
gives you a 76 percent  
protection before you get 
your second dose.”

After Wednesday, there 
will not be enough days 
for the minimum interval 
for the second shot before 
the vaccines expire at the 
end of the month.

 Dr Wilkinson announced 
that so far, more than 60 
percent of adults have de-
cided to take the vaccine, 
and took action now not 

just to protect themselves, 
but family members who 
are children, pregnant 
mothers, unborn and the 
elderly and frail.

 “Some held back because 
of genuine concerns, 
and these were changed 
with our far-reaching 
education program on the 
vaccine.”

 He said the decision to 
not vaccinate put indi-
viduals at risk, noting that 
getting vaccinated is the 
best defence against this 
virus. 

“Getting vaccinated is 
still a voluntary choice.  
But with choices come 
consequences. By not 
getting vaccinated you 
can jeopardize the health 
of those around you, in 
your homes, schools, 
churches, and places of 
business. More impor-
tantly, you are jeopardiz-
ing your own life.

 “There were some who 
held back because of 
genuine concerns, and we 
addressed these with our 
wide-reaching education 
program on the vaccine. 
Many who were unde-
cided came forward, and 
are still coming forward, 
knowing that the vaccine 

gives them: a 63 to 83 
percent protection from 
catching COVID even 
if they came in contact 
with someone with the 
disease; an 84 percent 
protection from getting 
severe disease requiring 
hospitalization, and a 100 
percent protection from 
dying from COVID-19. “

Minister of Health Akilah 
Byron Nisbett said she 
was not sure when ad-
ditional doses of the vac-
cine will arrive in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

“Currently there is no 
word on the date for the 
next batches, but we are 
hopeful soon as we get 
confirmation on the ex-
act date we will come 
back and provide that 
information.”

The Minister also as-
sured that the Ministry of 
Health continues to work 
to secure more vaccines, 
and there is confidence 
they will be able to re-
ceive more vaccines in 
short order.

As of Wednesday, more 
than 28,500 had taken 
their first dose of the vac-
cine, while more than 
7,900 had been fully 
vaccinated.

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 
SAINT CHRISTOPHER CIRCUIT 

A.D. 2021 
 

(PROBATE) 
SKBHPB2021/0030 

 
IN THE ESTATE of CLARENCE ALFRED CARTY late of Old Road, in the Parish of St. Thomas, 

in the Island of Saint Christopher, Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis, domiciled in St. Croix, 

United States Virgin Islands, who died on 4th day of April 1989 in San Juan, Puerto Rico, deceased. 

ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT 

TAKE NOTICE that an application has been filed by ALFRED LLEWELYN CARTY of Wingfield 

Road, Old Road, in the Parish of St. Thomas, in the Island of Saint Christopher, in the Federation of 

Saint Christopher and Nevis for a Grant of: 

(a) Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed of the above-named Deceased, CLARENCE 

ALFRED CARTY who died on the 4th day of April 1989, without revoking a will bearing the 

date 2nd day of September 1982, wherein the Applicant is the son of the said Deceased and one 

of the Residuary Beneficiaries identified in the said Will of the Deceased. 

 

Any person having an objection to the Letters of Administration to the application shall file an objection 

within 14 days of the publication of this Notice.  

 

Dated this 31st day of May 2021. 

 

 

Filed by Mitcham & Benjamin, Attorneys-at-Laws, of Chambers, Kennylin House, P O. Box New Street, 
Basseterre, St. Kitts. Tel: 1(869)4652878: Fax:1(869)465-6077; Email:mitchamandbenjamin@yahoo.com; 
Website: www.mitchamandbenjamin.com 

 

FIRST PUBLICATION 

 

 

Medical Chief of Staff, Dr Cameron Wilkinson
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPt tO
CrEatION

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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We will be expanding our reach; expanding  
past the federation, expanding to other  

islands.  We will be raising as much  
awareness and raising as much funds  

as possible for those in need. 

The Biden administration 
on Thursday announced 
it will donate 25 million 
coronavirus doses abroad, 
with most of them allo-
cated to the World Health 
Organization’s COVAX 
initiative.

In a fact sheet, the White 
House said it will donate 
about 19 million doses to 
COVAX; about 6 million 
directly to countries in 
need, including Mexico, 
Canada and South Korea; 
and for United Nations 
front-line workers.

“We are sharing these 
doses not to secure favors 
or extract concessions. 
We are sharing these vac-
cines to save lives and to 
lead the world in bringing 
an end to the pandemic, 
with the power of our 
example and with our 
values,” President Biden 
said in a statement.

Pressure has been grow-
ing on the White House 
to develop a plan to do-
nate its excess vaccines 
to countries that have 
been hit hard by the virus 
without the same access 
to vaccines as wealthier 
nations. The concern is 
that without vaccinations, 
new variants of the virus 
may arise in those coun-
tries that could threaten 
the rest of the world.

Thursday’s announce-
ment, which comes ahead 
of the Group of Seven 
Summit next week, stops 
short of the 80 million 
total doses promised by 
the administration last 
month. Instead, it focuses 
only on the 20 million 
authorized vaccine doses 
from Pfizer-BioNTech, 
Moderna and Johnson & 
Johnson.

Biden has said the U.S. 

will donate “at least” 20 
million of those by the 
end of June.

He has also pledged to 
donate 60 million doses 
of AstraZeneca’s vac-
cine, which is not autho-
rized for use in the U.S., 
but that effort has been 

hamstrung by manufac-
turing safety concerns and 
a related Food and Drug 
Administration review.

The Biden administration 
has been facing grow-
ing calls to help bolster 
the global vaccination 
effort as demand and 

enthusiasm for vaccines 
wane in the U.S. while 
other countries face a 
crisis.

According to the World 
Health Organization, 
the U.S. and other high-
income countries have 
secured almost 90 percent 

of the available coronavi-
rus vaccine supply.

The administration had 
initially been reluctant to 
send any doses overseas, 
saying the extra doses 
could be a backstop for 
possible manufacturing 
issues in the U.S., used 
to vaccinate children or 
serve as booster doses if 
necessary to fight against 
variants of the virus.

To date, most of the U.S. 
international support 
has come in the form of 
money, with the admin-
istration committing $4 
billion to COVAX.

The administration earlier 
agreed to give 4.2 mil-
lion doses of vaccines 
to Mexico and Canada 
— the only U.S.-owned 
doses that have been sent 
abroad.

Haitian-Japanese tennis 
star Naomi Osaka has 
received an outpouring 
of support from athletes 
across the world follow-
ing her decision to with-
draw from the French 
Open, citing mental 
health concerns.

The four-time Grand 
slam champion stunned 
the tennis world on May 
31 when she pulled out 
of the French Open tour-
nament after being fined 
$15,000 for skipping an 
obligatory post-match 
interview the day before. 
Osaka said she believed 
that the post-match inter-
views adversely affected 
the mental health of 
many athletes. After be-
ing fined and threatened 
with expulsion, Osaka an-
nounced her withdrawal 
on Twitter.

“I think now the best 
thing for the tournament, 

the other players and my 
well-being is that I with-
draw so that everyone can 
go back to focusing on the 
tennis going on in Paris,” 
she wrote.

“I never wanted to be a 
distraction and I accept 
that my timing was not 
ideal and my message 
could have been clearer. 
More importantly, I 
would never trivialize 
mental health or use the 
term lightly.”

In the wake of her an-
nouncement, scores of 
past and present tennis 
champions showed her 
their support.

“So proud of you,” mul-
tiple Grand Slam winner 
Venus Williams posted 
on Twitter. “Take care of 
yourself and see you back 
winning soon!”

Another tennis champion, 

Venus’s sister, Serena 
Williams also voiced her 
support for Osaka during 
a post-match interview.

“Not everyone is the 
same. I’m thick. Other 
people are thin. Everyone 
is different and everyone 
handles things differ-
ently. You just have to let 
her handle it the way she 
wants to and the best way 

she thinks she can. That’s 
the only thing I can say: I 
think she is doing the best 
she can,” Williams said. 
“I feel like I wish I could 
give her a hug, because I 
know what it’s like. Like 
I said, I’ve been in those 
positions,” she told the 
Associated Press.

Billie Jean King, a former 
Number 1 tennis player, 

also echoed comments 
from the Williams sisters.

“It’s incredibly brave 
that Naomi Osaka has 
revealed her truth about 
her struggle with depres-
sion,” King wrote on so-
cial media. “Right now, 
the important thing is that 
we give her the space and 
time she needs. We wish 
her well.”

There were also messages 
of support posted on so-
cial media from athletes 
in other sports, includ-
ing NFL player Russell 
Wilson and Jamaican 
Olympic sprint champion 
Usain Bolt who sent her 
positive comments on so-
cial media.

“You shouldn’t ever 
have to make a decision 
like this — but so damn 
impressive taking the 
high road when the pow-
ers that be don’t protect 
their own. Major respect” 
wrote NBA All-Star 
Steph Curry.

Scores of Osaka’s spon-
sors including Nike, 
Nissin Foods, TAG 
Heuer, and Mastercard 
have also shown their 
support for the 23-year-
old tennis champion, who 
said she will be taking 
some time away from the 
court.

Biden Will Donate 25M Doses of COVID Vaccine 
abroad During June

athletes Show Support for Haitian tennis Champ Osaka

Naomi Osaka
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THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 

NEVIS CIRCUIT 
A.D. 2021 

 (PROBATE) 
 
 

NEVHPB2019/0034 
 
 
IN THE ESTATE OF CARL WILLIAMS, a.k.a CARL WINSTON WILLIAMS late of Bricklin 

Village, St. James Parish, Nevis, in the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis, who died on the 26th day 

of March 2017, in the Island of Nevis. 

 

AMENDED ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT 

 

TAKE NOTICE that an Application has been filed by HAZEL BRANDY-WILLIAMS of Bricklin 

Village, St. James Parish, Nevis, in the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis, and TRICIA 

NATHALIE WILLIAMS of Brown Hill in the Parish of St. John in the Island of Nevis for a Grant of: 

 

Letters of Administration to the Applicants who are the Wife of the deceased and the Daughter of the 

deceased, the deceased having died intestate on the 26th day of March 2017.  

 

Any person having an objection to the Grant of Letters of Administration to the application shall file an 

objection within 14 days of the publication of this Notice. 

 

    Dated the 10th day of May 2021 

 

 

Filed by Mitcham & Benjamin, Attorneys-at-Law for the Applicant. The Applicant’s address for service in relation to this 
Application is: MITCHAM & BENJAMIN, New Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts. Telephone Number 466-2878, Fax Number 465-
6077. 

 

        FIRST PUBLICATION 

Barbados: Illegal Guns 
at Center of Island’s 
Growing Crime rate

BY CHRIS DALBY

Insight Crime

With its homicide rates 
higher than ever in 2019 
and 2020, Barbados is 
now confronting a dif-
ficult question: Will 
it be able to bring the 
violence down or will it 
catch up with some of its 
Caribbean neighbors?

On May 22, police of-
ficer Newton Lewis re-
sponded to a robbery in 
progress near his home 
in Barbados’ northern 
parish of Saint Peter. He 
was shot dead on arrival 
at the scene, and his ser-
vice weapon was taken, 
according to Barbados 
Today.

Lewis, who had been the 
driver of Barbados’ police 
commissioner, was the 
first police officer to be 
killed in at least 20 years 
in the country.His death 
came as the island nation 
struggles with a rising 
homicide rate and the 
increasing presence of il-
legal guns.

The numbers can seem 
paltry when compared 
to some of its Caribbean 
neighbors. In 2019, the 
island saw a record 49 
murders, dropping to 42 
in 2020. But homicides 
have still more than dou-
bled since 2012.

The government has 
pointed to the influx of 
illegal guns as helping 
to facilitate the increase 
in violence. While it has 
a much smaller popula-
tion, the country sees the 
most gun-related crimes 
among English-speaking 
Caribbean nations after 
Jamaica and Trinidad and 
Tobago, according to a 
report by the Caribbean 
Financial Action Task 
Force.

InSight Crime Analysis

Barbados has so far avoid-
ed the major risk factors 
that have seen homicides 
soar in other Caribbean 
nations. But these advan-
tages do come with some 
important caveats.

Firstly, it has little pres-
ence of international orga-
nized crime. Its gangs are 
highly localized and in-
volved primarily in micro 
trafficking, as the island is 
not part of any significant 
overseas drug trafficking 
routes, a major cause of 
violence in Jamaica or the 
Dominican Republic.

However, these gangs are 
far from harmless. They 
are behind many of the 
country’s homicides and 
members reportedly rent 
guns to each other for 
10,000 Barbadian dol-
lars ($5,000), according 
to Cheryl Willoughby, 
director of Barbados’ 
National Task Force on 
Crime Prevention.

Secondly, the country has 
been a regional leader for 
having low rates of official 
corruption, police brutal-
ity and criminal impunity, 
according to a 2020 US 
State Department report.

But its response to gang 
violence has seemed in-
consistent, with sweeping 
pledges for tougher sen-
tencing laws often failing 
to pass Parliament or con-
taining loopholes.

In 2017, anti-gang legis-
lation was proposed by 
the Attorney General’s 
Office, pledging sen-
tences of 20 years for 
gang members and 25 
years for gang leaders. In 
2018, this was dropped 
by the new government 
of Prime Minister Mia 
Mottley. The current ad-
ministration then began 

considering its own ver-
sion of anti-gang laws, 
which also were never 
implemented. In late 
2020, one of the country’s 
top prosecutors called 
for a life sentence for a 
gang member on trial for 
murder.

In July 2020, Barbados 
did pass the Integrity in 
Public Life Bill, seeking 
to enforce similar stan-
dards of conduct for pub-
lic officials and private 
entrepreneurs. This was 
motivated by several re-
ports of officials facilitat-
ing criminal acts. In 2019, 
border officials were 
caught accepting bribes 
to allow illegal guns into 
the country, according 
to the country’s police 
commissioner.

However, the bill came in 
for criticism. One contro-
versial clause stated that 
no investigations into al-
leged acts of corruption 
could take place if an offi-
cial had left public service 
for more than two years.

Thirdly, most murders 
do not involve firearms. 
Guns are only used in 
around 40 percent of mur-
ders in Barbados, as op-
posed to over 70 percent 
in Trinidad and Tobago 
and Jamaica, according 
to a report by the Geneva 
Centre for Security Sector 
Governance.

But the problem of il-
legal firearms appears to 
be on the rise. The coun-
try has regularly held 
amnesty periods where 
unregistered guns can be 
surrendered without con-
sequences. But with only 
a few dozen guns turned 
in each time, this is not 
a long-term solution to 
bring in Barbados’ esti-
mated 7,000 illegal fire-
arms, according to Small 
Arms Survey.
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Brantley: Don’t 
pretend  

we’re immune

Brantley said that when you compare 51  
persons in Nevis taking the vaccine on 

Wednesday to over 500 persons in St. Kitts 
, “you recognize that the people of St Kitts are 

taking advantage of the opportunity .”

By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis, Mark 
Brantley, has expressed 
his concern at the rela-
tively small number of 
Nevisians turning out to 
take their first dose of the 
Oxford/AstraZeneca vac-
cine, and has noted that it 
is regrettable.

Brantley said that he has 
seen the statistics over 
the last several days, and 
a worrying tendency is 
emerging with regard to 
people’s attitude toward 
COVID-19.

“It is true to say that the 
people of St. Kitts, per-
haps as a direct result of 
this crisis that has devel-
oped, are going out in 
their numbers to be vac-
cinated. In fact, I am told 
that on Wednesday (June 
2) over 500 persons went 

out and got their first shot 
in St. Kitts. On Nevis, 
regrettably, our people 
continue to pretend as 
if we are immune to 
COVID.  Our people con-
tinue to act as if COVID 
would reach St. Kitts but 
it can’t reach Nevis. On 
Wednesday, only about 
50 persons went out and 

received their first shot.” 

Brantley said that when 
you compare 51 persons 
in Nevis taking the vac-
cine on Wednesday to 
over 500 persons in St. 
Kitts , “you recognize that 
the people of St Kitts are 
taking advantage of the 
opportunity .”

He said that he has heard 
some of the nationals’ rea-
sons for not getting vacci-
nated, and it is “beyond 
imaginable” 

“At the end of the day, 
you are jeopardising 
yourself, your families, 
your communities. You 
are jeopardising Nevis. If 
we all love this little is-
land - and I think that we 
do - we would not want 
to jeopardise our island in 
this way.” 

Brantley said that persons 
need to be vaccinated, be-
cause “our island needs to 
reopen”. 

 “As Premier, I can con-
tinue to ask God for guid-
ance and wisdom that he 
gives me the right words 
to say, so that I can per-
suade our people that this 
is in their best interest. But 
ultimately, it is up to our 
people. I can only encour-
age persons to do the right 
thing and get vaccinated. 

Premier of Nevis, Mark Brantley
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Elizabeth Smith former owner of cafe des arts

Café  Des  arts 
owner   

bids  Nevis   
farewell

By Monique Washington  

After owning and operat-
ing Café Des Arts for the 
past 13 years, 69-year-old 
Elizabeth” Lizzie” Smith, 
is handing over the popu-
lar establishment to her 
employees and bidding 
farewell to “amazing and 
wonderful” Nevis.

Last Friday, Smith ex-
plained to the Observer 
that after she got three 
grandchildren and her 
husband got sick, she de-
cided that it would be best 
to return to England to be 
close to her loved ones.

“I need to retire. I can’t 
retire here and live here 
with my children so 
far away. I’m not com-
ing back.  I will be 70 in 
July. I can’t take the long 
hours of travelling any-
more, and it will be too 
costly for my children and 
grandchildren to come 
and visit me.”

The Café, which was 
once owned by the 
Bananas Restaurant, is 
located on the historic 
grounds of what is said to 
be the childhood home of 
Alexander Hamilton.

Smith gave insight as to 
how she was able to op-
erate the business after 
moving to Nevis.

“I came to the island in 
January 2005. I was work-
ing for Gillian who owned 
Bananas (Restaurant) and 

Café Des Arts.  One day 
she said that ‘I’m closing 
the café do you want it?’ 
I took it over in January 
2008. Amba Trott and his 
family owned the build-
ing and was just selling 
it to the Nevis Historical 
and Conservation Society. 
I decided not to run a 
restaurant, but to do sand-
wiches and salads; some-
thing you couldn’t get in 
town,” she said.

Smith said that she wanted 
to open one night a week, 
which led to the very pop-
ular ‘Burger Night’.

“I decided to open one 
night a week. We chose 
Fridays, where persons 
could come after work 
and enjoy the sunset. 
Then the Octagon Bar 
began having their day 
on a Friday. So we had to 
choose a different day …
so we chose Tuesday. My 
son Ben came up with 
the idea to do burgers…
‘Burger Tuesdays’. It es-
calated from having the 
two burgers on a grill, to 
the busiest we have ever 
been…having 120 in one 
night. We added veggie 
burgers as well as chilli. 
The last ‘burger night’ we 
did 40-50 guests.” 

Smith said that they 
wanted to make Café 
Des Arts “unique”, and 
believes that they did so. 
She added that one of the 
best parts was meeting the 
people from Nevis and 
from around the world.

“I have met people from 
all around the world that 
come here. In the begin-
ning, the locals would 
pass and think that here 
was for white people, and 
that it would be expen-
sive… then they would 
come in and have a beer 
and realize that my beers 
were cheaper than others 
in town. 

“I didn’t want here to be 
a white people’s place, it 
was important that it had 
to be for locals, because 
when we came here it 
wasn’t to be as expats, we 
wanted to be local people.  
When I came here it was 
definitely for the rest of 
my life. I was not going 
back to England. I was 
here. I used to say ‘Put me 
in Gingerland cemetery.’”

“I will miss Nevis. I will 
miss every minute of 
every day. From waking 
up and looking out of 
my bedroom window at 
the ocean, to driving into 
town. Sometimes I don’t 
have enough hands to 
wave. I have loved every 
single minute of my life 
here, and I will miss every 
minute. It has had its ups 
and downs, I have been 
broken into 17 times at 
the café. But at the same 
time, Nevis is just an 
amazing and wonderful 
place to live...

I was very comfortable. 
The ease of life is what 
I’m going to miss,” Smith 
said.
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Tokyo 2020: Olympics 
 ‘100%’ On – Games President 

Seiko Hashimoto

The 2020 Olympic 
Games were postponed 
by one year because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic

BBC- Tokyo 2020 presi-
dent Seiko Hashimoto 
is “100%” certain the 
Olympics will go ahead, 
but warned the Games 
“must be prepared” to 
proceed without specta-
tors in the event of a coro-
navirus outbreak.

There are 50 days until 
the delayed Tokyo Games 
begin on 23 July.

Japan is dealing with a 
fourth wave of coronavi-
rus cases, with 10 areas of 
the country under a state 
of emergency.

Hashimoto told BBC 
Sport: “I believe that the 
possibility of these Games 
going on is 100% that we 
will do this.”

Speaking to BBC Sport’s 
Laura Scott, she added: 
“The question right now 
is how are we going to 
have an even more safe 
and secure Games.

“The Japanese people are 
feeling very insecure and 
at the same time prob-
ably feel some frustra-
tion at us talking about 
the Olympics and I think 
that is giving rise to more 
voices opposing having 
the Games in Tokyo.

“The biggest challenge 
will be how we can con-
trol and manage the flow 
of people. If an outbreak 
should happen during the 
Games times that amounts 
to a crisis or an emergency 
situation then I believe we 
must be prepared to have 
these Games without any 
spectators.

“We are trying to create as 
complete a bubble situa-
tion as possible so we can 
create a safe and secure 

space for people who 
come in from overseas as 
well as people who are in 
Japan, the residents and 
citizens of Japan.”

Will the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics go ahead?

Olympics will go ahead 
even under state of emer-
gency, says IOC

No international fans will 
be permitted this sum-
mer at the Olympics or 
Paralympics, which begin 
on 24 August.

A new wave of infections 
began in April in Japan, 
where some areas face 
restrictions until 20 June.

The country began vac-
cinating its population in 
February – later than most 
other developed nations – 
and so far only about 3% 
of people have been fully 
vaccinated.

Hashimoto said it was a 
“very painful decision” to 
have no overseas specta-
tors present, but one nec-
essary to ensure “a safe 
and secure Games”.

“[For many] athletes it’s 
a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity that they can 
compete in the Games. To 
not be able to have fam-
ily members and friends 
who have supported them 
all along must be a very 
painful thing and that has 
caused me pain too,” she 
said.

On the possibility of 
some countries being 
prevented from travel-
ling, Hashimoto added: 
“Who can come to Japan 
is something the Japanese 
government will decide.

“If it should happen that 
a country cannot come 
to Japan because they do 
not meet the minimum 
requirements that the 

government set, I think 
that is something we have 
to listen to what the IOC 
and IPC feel about that.”

US issues Japan travel 
warning weeks before 
Olympics

Athletes’ body demands 
world-class Covid-19 
protections

Appointment had impact 
on Japanese society

Hashimoto was appoint-
ed Games president in 
February after her prede-
cessor Yoshiro Mori quit 
over sexist comments he 
made.

The former Olympics 
minister is a seven-time 
Olympian herself, having 
competed as a cyclist and 
a speed skater.

“Athletes must be think-
ing ‘even if it we put so 
much effort into prepar-
ing for the Games, what 
if those Games don’t 
happen, what happens to 
all that effort and all the 
lifetime experience and 
all that we’ve put into it?’ 
said Hashimoto.

“What is important for 
me is to have my voice di-
rectly reach those athletes. 
One thing the organising 
committee commits and 
promises to all the ath-
letes out there is that we 
will defend and protect 
their health.”

Former Games presi-
dent Mori said that if the 
number of female board 
members increased, they 
would have to “make sure 
their speaking time is re-
stricted somewhat, they 
have difficulty finishing, 
which is annoying”.

He later apologised 
for his “inappropriate” 
comments.
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“Getting the money is not the only thing, I must 
warn you. Once you’re writing, you have to  

keep in mind that you have to get it executed, 
and get it executed within the time you  

say you are going to do it.”
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How shall a man be just with God? How 
shall the sinner be made righteous? It 
is only through Christ that we can be 
brought into harmony with God, with 
holiness; but how are we to come to 
Christ? Many are asking the same ques-
tion as did the multitude on the Day of 
Pentecost, when, convicted of sin, they 
cried out, “What shall we do?” The first 
word of Peter’s answer was, “Repent.” 
Acts 2:37, 38. At another time, shortly 
after, he said, “Repent, ... and be con-
verted, that your sins may be blotted 
out.” Acts 3:19. 

Repentance includes sorrow for sin and 
a turning away from it. We shall not re-
nounce sin unless we see its sinfulness; 
until we turn away from it in heart, there 
will be no real change in the life. 

There are many who fail to understand 
the true nature of repentance. Multitudes 
sorrow that they have sinned and even 
make an outward reformation because 
they fear that their wrongdoing will 
bring suffering upon themselves. But 
this is not repentance in the Bible sense. 
They lament the suffering rather than the 
sin. Such was the grief of Esau when he 
saw that the birthright was lost to him 
forever. Balaam, terrified by the angel 
standing in his pathway with drawn 
sword, acknowledged his guilt lest he 
should lose his life; but there was no 
genuine repentance for sin, no conver-
sion of purpose, no abhorrence of evil. 
Judas Iscariot, after betraying his Lord, 
exclaimed, “I have sinned in that I have 
betrayed the innocent blood.” Matthew 
27:4. 

The confession was forced from his 
guilty soul by an awful sense of con-
demnation and a fearful looking for of 
judgment. The consequences that were 
to result to him filled him with terror, but 
there was no deep, heartbreaking grief in 
his soul, that he had betrayed the spot-
less Son of God and denied the Holy 
One of Israel. Pharaoh, when suffering 
under the judgments of God, acknowl-
edged his sin in order to escape further 
punishment, but returned to his defiance 
of Heaven as soon as the plagues were 
stayed. These all lamented the results of 
sin, but did not sorrow for the sin itself. 

But when the heart yields to the influ-
ence of the Spirit of God, the conscience 
will be quickened, and the sinner will 
discern something of the depth and sa-
credness of God’s holy law, the founda-
tion of His government in heaven and on 
earth. The “Light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world,” illu-
mines the secret chambers of the soul, 

and the hidden things of darkness are 
made manifest. John 1:9. Conviction 
takes hold upon the mind and heart. The 
sinner has a sense of the righteousness 
of Jehovah and feels the terror of appear-
ing, in his own guilt and uncleanness, 
before the Searcher of hearts. He sees 
the love of God, the beauty of holiness, 
the joy of purity; he longs to be cleansed 
and to be restored to communion with 
Heaven. 

The prayer of David after his fall, illus-
trates the nature of true sorrow for sin. 
His repentance was sincere and deep. 
There was no effort to palliate his guilt; 
no desire to escape the judgment threat-
ened, inspired his prayer. David saw the 
enormity of his transgression; he saw 
the defilement of his soul; he loathed 
his sin. It was not for pardon only that 
he prayed, but for purity of heart. He 
longed for the joy of holiness—to be re-
stored to harmony and communion with 
God. This was the language of his soul: 

A repentance such as this, is beyond the 
reach of our own power to accomplish; 
it is obtained only from Christ, who as-
cended up on high and has given gifts 
unto men. 

Just here is a point on which many may 
err, and hence they fail of receiving the 
help that Christ desires to give them. 
They think that they cannot come to 
Christ unless they first repent, and that 
repentance prepares for the forgiveness 
of their sins. It is true that repentance 
does precede the forgiveness of sins; for 
it is only the broken and contrite heart 
that will feel the need of a Saviour. But 
must the sinner wait till he has repented 
before he can come to Jesus? Is repen-
tance to be made an obstacle between 
the sinner and the Saviour? 

The Bible does not teach that the sinner 
must repent before he can heed the in-
vitation of Christ, “Come unto Me, all 
ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and 
I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28. It 
is the virtue that goes forth from Christ, 
that leads to genuine repentance. Peter 
made the matter clear in his statement to 
the Israelites when he said, “Him hath 
God exalted with His right hand to be 
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give re-
pentance to Israel, and forgiveness of 
sins.” Acts 5:31. We can no more repent 
without the Spirit of Christ to awaken 
the conscience than we can be pardoned 
without Christ.

A repentance such as this, is beyond 
the reach of our own power to accom-
plish; it is obtained only from Christ, 

Steps to Christ          
Chapter 3—Repentance

Ellen G. White 
Writings Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. White. All Rights Reserved.
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Animal Cruelty is a  
Predictor of abuse

By Annan Boodram, The 
Caribbean Voice and

Syeada Manbodh, ani-
mal protection activist & 
advocate

Years ago, there was a fel-
low who used to routinely 
drive his car into every 
dog wandering on road 
or every stray dog on 
the streets. He was also 
a known criminal and 
wife/child abuser. Indeed 
,the indisputable con-
nection between animal 
cruelty and other forms of 
criminal and violent be-
havior, regularly referred 
to as “The Link.” Has 
been firmly established.  
A landmark 1997 study 
by the Massachusetts 
Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals and 
Northeastern University 
found that animal abusers 
are in fact five times as 
likely to also harm fellow 
humans. In fact, animal 
cruelty is linked directly 
or indirectly with every 
type of violent crime, and 
most nonviolent crime. 

The American Psychiatric 
Association considers 
animal cruelty one of 
the diagnostic criteria of 
conduct disorder. Phil 
Arkow, coordinator of the 
National Link Coalition 
— a group focusing on 
the intersection between 
violence toward animals 
and humans — has writ-
ten often about animal 
abuse being a “predictor 
crime.”  And research and 
studies in psychology, so-
ciology and criminology 
in the past five decades 
has shown that:

·      Most violent criminals 
(60-70%) and psychiatric 
patients were abused as 
children, and a majority 
(60%) started committing 
animal cruelty at an early 
age.

·      Numerous bullies 
in schools and juve-
nile crime offenders are 
linked to animal cruelty 
and many subsequently 
commit criminal acts. As 
well high-school killers 

such as Nikolas Cruz in 
Parkland, Florida and 
Luke Woodham, in Pearl, 
Mississippi, tortured 
animals before starting 
their shooting sprees. 
Columbine High School 
students Eric Harris and 
Dylan Klebold, who shot 
and killed 12 classmates 
before turning their guns 
on themselves, spoke to 
their classmates about 
mutilating animals.

·      Serial killers and mul-
tiple murderers are often 
linked to animal cruelty, 
so much so that it is un-
common to find one who 
did not have a history of 
animal abuse.

·      Domestic violence 
(child abuse, spouse bat-
tering, elder abuse) is 
closely associated with 
animal cruelty; when one 
is going on, the other is 
likely also. A 1983 study 
notes that animal abuse 
was found in 88% of 
homes in which physical 
child abuse was being 
investigated. And a 2017 
study showed that 89% 
of women who had com-
panion animals during an 
abusive relationship re-
ported that their animals 
were threatened, harmed, 
or killed by their abusive 
partner. Indeed, more 
than half of women in do-
mestic violence shelters 
report that they delayed 
their escape out of fear for 
their animals.

So, what should be done? 
Experts agree that early 
prevention and treatment 
of animal cruelty is the 
key to stopping the cycle 
of violence because as 
aggressive children get 
older, they are less re-
sponsive to therapeutic 
intervention. Reporting, 
investigating and pros-
ecuting animal cruelty 
can help take dangerous 
criminals off the streets. 
Stopping animal abuse 
in children can help curb 
violent tendencies before 
they escalate to include 
violence against people.

However, these measures 

must be institutional-
ized in legal framework. 
While many Caribbean 
nations do possess some 
form of legislation en-
shrining cruelty against 
animals, most don’t go far 
enough. They are general-
ly observed in the breach, 
compounded by the fact 
that there are few. If any, 
trained, mandated animal 
protection officers, to en-
sure implementation on 
any significant scale.

Thus, consideration 
needs to be given to im-
proving legislation to by 
including some or all of 
the following:

§  Veterinarians report 
suspected animal abuse 
and be offered immunity 
from civil and criminal 
liability.

§  Animal control officers 
be trained to give teeth to 
the legislation, such train-
ing to include recognizing 
and reporting child abuse 
and neglect. Such officers 
can comprise units within 
the police force or better 
yet, such training can be a 
component of overall po-
lice training at the entry 
level.

§  Child and adult pro-
tection workers receive 
training on identifying 
and reporting animal cru-
elty, abuse and neglect.

§  Psychological counsel-
ing should be mandated 
for individuals convicted 
of animal cruelty.

§  Training and continu-
ing education about 
The Link® should be 
provided to judges and 
prosecutors.

§  Animal-focused vio-
lence should be included 
in standard assessments 
and intake forms for child 
protective services, men-
tal health and domestic 
violence workers.

§  Establish community 
partnerships to respond to 
animal abuse and educate 
the public about taking all 

acts of violence seriously.

§  The possibility of 
animal abuse registries 
should be considered.

As well, citizens can also 
take action by:

Ø  Urging local law 
enforcement agencies, 
prosecutors, judges, and 
schools to take cruelty to 
animals seriously. Those 
charged with protecting 
our communities and ani-
mals must send a strong 
message that violence 
against any feeling crea-
ture—human or nonhu-
man—is unacceptable.

Ø  Becoming more aware 
of signs of neglect or 
abuse in children and 
animals, and immediately 
report suspected crimes to 
authorities. Take children 
seriously if they report 
that animals are being 
neglected or mistreated. 
Some children won’t talk 
about their own suffering 
but will talk about an ani-
mal abuse.

Ø  Don’t ignore even mi-
nor acts of cruelty to ani-
mals by children. Instead 
talk to the child and the 
child’s parents. If neces-
sary, call a social worker.

 The potent fact is that 
fighting animal abuse 
could be a

major weapon in the ar-
senal of the war on crime, 
as borne out by hundreds 
of studies and reports, 
over the years.  Animals 
make a difference in our 
lives in more ways than 
can be counted They give 
us companionship, love, 
loyalty and therapeutic 
healing. They contribute 
significantly to the tour-
ism product and create 
jobs for bird watchers, 
guides and others in the 
hospitality industry.  In 
fact, animals improve the 
quality of life for humans 
and add meaning value 
to our existence, so why 
don’t we do a better job 
of improving the quality 
of life for animals?
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By Sir Ronald Sanders  

(The writer is Antigua and 
Barbuda’s Ambassador to 
the United States and the 
Organization of American 
States.   He is also a Senior 
Fellow at the Institute 
of Commonwealth 
Studies at the University 
of London and Massey 
College in the University 
of Toronto.  The views 
expressed are entirely his 
own)  

In the wake of the eco-
nomic damage done 
by the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
countries in every con-
tinent of the world have 
turned to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for 
assistance.  

It is right that they have 
done so.   The IMF exists 
to provide economic and 
financial support to coun-
tries when other options 
have been extinguished.   
The pandemic brought 
countries to that situation 
in rapid time, particularly 
tourism dependent coun-
tries which were the hard-
est hit.  

In some countries, there 
is an ideological resent-
ment of the IMF. That re-
sentment is based on past 
harsh conditionalities that 
the Fund included in the 
terms of its loans to coun-
tries already in desperate 
straits.  That resentment 
should be re-evaluated.   
IMF conditionalities still 
exist, but they are more 
geared to recognising the 
breathing space govern-
ments require to get their 
countries’ economies per-
forming at an optimum 
level.  The Fund wants 
to be repaid, so that, in 
turn, it can pay back the 
banks, governments and 
institutions from which it 
borrows to supplement its 
lending resources.  

While the main source 
for IMF loans on non-
concessional terms are 
provided by member 
countries, through their 

quota payments, the Fund 
also  borrows money that 
it lends.  Of the IMF’s 
current total resources 
for lending, amounting to  
about US$1 trillion, a sig-
nificant portion is money 
that must be repaid.  

If the IMF fails to service 
its loans, the entire world 
will lose an extremely im-
portant pillar of the global 
financial architecture, 
resulting in infectious 
economic instability and, 
eventually, political chaos 
and civil strife.  

Consequently, like any 
lender, the IMF has to 
make sure that borrow-
ing countries will be able 
to repay.  It sets terms 
– called conditionalities 
– to ensure that the best 
use is made by borrowers 
of the money they are ad-
vanced, and that loans can 
be repaid.  

Presently, IMF loans are 
on more generous terms 
than they used to be.  For 
instance, financing for 
approved medium term 
growth and develop-
ment strategies could be 
secured with a repay-
ment period of 14 years, 
a 4-year moratorium and 
an interest rate of 1 per 
cent.  Loans of this nature 
are not available from any 
other source.  

Of course, negotiating 
the best conditionalities 
is important.  This is not 
the time to lay-off public 
sector workers, especially 
in countries where un-
employment in the pri-
vate sector has declined 
disastrously because of 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.  The IMF Executive 
Board and Management 
are aware of that and have 
adopted policies that are 
more open to support for 
vulnerable groups than 
they were in the past.     

What is more, approval 
by the IMF to fund a pro-
gramme opens the door 
to borrowing from other 
financial institutions, and 

to rescheduling debt with 
agencies such as the Paris 
Club.  These institutions, 
including the Caribbean 
Development Bank, re-
gard the imprimatur of 
the IMF as crucial in 
determining a country’s 
creditworthiness.  

In the present global eco-
nomic crisis, 84 coun-
tries have already taken 
advantage of the IMF’s 
lending to the tune of 
US$109,594.38 mil-
lion.  Of those countries, 
eight are CARICOM 
states, namely: Bahamas, 
Barbados, Dominica, 
Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, 
St Lucia and St Vincent 
and the Grenadines which 
have borrowed US$842 
million.  Eleven Latin 
American countries, in-
cluding Honduras, Costa 
Rica, Panama, Peru, 
Ecuador and Nicaragua, 
have borrowed 
US$66,677.46 million.  

Those, who argue against 
the IMF on ideological 
grounds, should have 
alternative sources of 
financing to propose.  
Either they must show a 
clear path  to the capac-
ity of their countries to 
recover and prosper from 
renewed and sustainable 
economic activity, or they 
must identify cheaper 
sources of borrowing with 
less strenuous terms.   If 
they cannot identify such 
possibilities in a realistic 
way, then the only alter-
native to borrowing from 
the IMF is to leave their 
economies to languish, 
running out of money and 
failing to provide goods 
and services that their 
people expect.  

The current economic 
conditions, across the 
CARICOM states except 
for Guyana, and pos-
sibly St Kitts-Nevis and 
Trinidad and Tobago, 
require pragmatism and 
practicality in recognis-
ing that working with the 
IMF has value.  

There is no shame in 

going to the IMF to bor-
row in the current climate.  
It is a necessity, particu-
larly when other options 
have dried-up. Further, 
the IMF is fulfilling the 
role for which it was cre-
ated – to lend when other 
options are closed.  The 
anti-IMF ideological ar-
gument is one that cuts 
off your nose to spite your 
face.  It makes little sense.   

In the current crisis, 

political parties and others 
that try to discredit gov-
ernments because they opt 
to borrow from the IMF, 
ignore two salient points. 
First, governments are not 
now constrained to ap-
proach the IMF because 
of any failed policies they 
pursued; they approach 
the IMF because the dev-
astating effects of the pan-
demic forced them there.  
And, second, the IMF 
is a lender of last resort.  

Governments contract 
with the IMF because the 
economic circumstances 
of their countries are such 
that they must borrow to 
sustain their populations, 
and, in those conditions, 
where better than the in-
stitution that provides the 
cheapest lending.  

Responses and previous 
commentaries:www.sir-
ronaldsanders.com  

Why 84 countries are borrowing from the IMF  
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The U.S. dollar rose 
on Thursday as traders 
awaited a batch of U.S. 
economic data that could 
set the tone at central bank 
meetings later this month.

Investors have bet on 
the dollar falling as the 
world recovers from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
but they have lately grown 
nervous over whether a 
surprisingly strong U.S. 
economic rebound poses 
a threat to the assumption 
that interest rates will stay 
low for a long time.

The mood has kept 
speculators from adding 
much to short positions 
in recent weeks and has 
put the brakes on what a 
month ago seemed like a 
relentless downtrend.

Against the euro the dol-
lar traded 0.2% higher at 
$1.2183 and it crept a frac-
tion higher on Antipodean 
currencies. It rose 0.2% to 
buy 109.78 yen .

The dollar index , which 
measures the greenback 
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, rose to 90.112. It 
has found strong support 
around the 89.946 mark 
in recent sessions after 
falling 2% in April and a 
further 1.6% in May.

“At least for now, most 
of what is happening is 
simply confirming the 
consensus narrative and 
thus surprises are low,” 
said Mikael Milhøj, chief 
analyst at Danske Bank, 
noting the range-bound 
trade in euro/dollar.

“Maybe the next round 
of PMIs or the upcom-
ing FOMC meeting can 
change that – but we are 
likely going sideways for 
now amid a vacuum in 
key data/surprises.”

Fed officials have begun 
to hint at tapering discus-
sions and on Wednesday 
the Fed announced it 
will unwind corporate 
bond holdings it amassed 
through an emergency 
facility last year – another 
sign of pandemic mea-
sures coming to an end.

U.S. ADP payrolls – 
sometimes a litmus test 
for the broader non-farm 
figures – are expected to 
show a gain of 650,000 
jobs when the data is re-
leased at 1215 GMT, a 
slowdown from a rise of 
742,000 in the previous 
month.

April’s big miss on pay-
rolls, when monthly 
hiring of 266,000 con-
founded expectations for 
1 million, has added to the 
nervousness, with a miss 
likely to weigh on the 
dollar while a beat could 
support it. The consensus 
estimate is for 664,000.

PECKING ORDER

Globally, the Fed is be-
coming a laggard as 
other central banks start 
to discuss and even lay 
out timetables for hikes, 
as has happened in 
New Zealand, Canada, 
Norway and been hinted 
at by Bank of England 
policymakers – helping 
their currencies.

The next Fed meeting is in 
June, while the European 
Central Bank meets next 
week with investors fo-
cused on whether it will 
persist with its current 
pace of bond buying.

“Guessing the pecking 
order in which various 
central banks might be 
starting to normalise 
policy is clearly having an 
impact,” said NAB chief 
currency strategist Ray 
Attrill, noting recent gains 
in the Canadian dollar, 
kiwi and sterling.

Sterling was the best-
performing G10 currency 
against the dollar in May, 
with a 2.9% gain, but 
moves have been even 
more dramatic against the 
Japanese yen, since there 
are no expectations of 
Japan’s gigantic monetary 
support backing off.

Indeed speculators in 
March flipped rapidly 
into short yen positions 
and Japanese currency 
has been the biggest ma-
jor loser against the dollar 
during 2021.

Sterling is up 10% on 
the yen this year and the 
Canadian dollar, which 
has been further bolstered 
by rising oil prices, has 
gained more than 12% 
against the yen .

Sterling was 0.1% lower 
to the dollar at $1.4154 on 
Thursday as investors fret 
a little about whether a 
new virus variant spread-
ing in Britain can delay 
plans for reopening the 
economy.

Weakened US Dollar Gains Some Muscle
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