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The assistance includes food or 
care packages. They would get the 

food they can cook on their own, and 
would include toiletries 

Social assistance  
available for those 

in quarantine  
and isolation

By Loshaun Dixon 

Social assistance is 
available for those who 
have had to quarantine 
and isolate last-minute, 
via a special commit-
tee spearheaded by the 
Ministry of Community 
Development.

Janelle Lewis-Tafari, 
Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Community 
Development and Gender 
Affairs, said that dur-
ing the current spread of 
COVID-19 in communi-
ties, a number of house-
holds have had to be 
placed in quarantine and 

isolation 

“Unlike travellers who 
are coming into St. Kitts 
and Nevis, these house-
holds would not have 
been prepared to have 
their movement restrict-
ed, hence many of them 
are unable to meet their 
needs, including their di-
etary needs. 

“As such on the directive 
of the cabinet, a special 
committee has been put 
in place to try and help 
these households who are 
in quarantine and isola-
tion. The committee is 
chaired by the Ministry of 
Social Development and 
Gender Affairs.”

She noted that other 

members in the commit-
tee are the Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce, 
the Ministry of Education, 
also the subcommittee for 
Transportation and the 
Ministry of Health.

Lewis-Tafari said the 
support at this time is 
provided to persons in 
quarantine or isolation 
whether in their own 
homes or the various iso-
lation or quarantine sites.

“Persons are referred to 
the committee via the 
Ministry of Health, Task 
Force or Case Managers. 
Persons are also able to 

call the ministry directly 
and indicate they are in 
need of assistance.”

She said as of Friday, June 
18, a total of 195 house-
holds would have re-
ceived assistance. Those 
households would have 
included 686 individuals.

The assistance includes 
food or care packages. 
They would get the food 
they can cook on their 
own, and would include 
toiletries 

“Some households indi-
cated a need for medica-
tion and in that instance, 
it would be passed on to 
the Ministry of Health, 
who would procure the 
medication and would 

deliver to the households. 
Some households asked 
for psychosocial support 
in that instance. A referral 
is made to the counselling 
unit, who provide that 
support via the telephone. 

She noted that the com-
mittee has received a 
number of donations 
from individuals and 
stakeholders that includes 
food items and financial.
“We have had farmers 
provide provisions, we 
had one Church that pro-
vided meals on Tuesdays, 
and nationals abroad 
have contributed to the 

cause. Most recently we 
had a radio personality, 
EK Flanders, to give out 
food assistance to people 
in quarantine 

‘We are extremely grate-
ful to all the people who 
have contributed, and 
we encourage persons to 
continue to do so. It is not 
easy to have your chil-
dren looking at you be-
cause you are hungry and 
cannot go outside to buy 
food at the supermarket.

She urged all who wish 
to receive assistance, 
and individuals willing 
to contribute, to tele-
phone 662-5539, 662-
7710 or 662-6473. After 
4 p.m. persons can call 
662-5993.

Permanent-Secretary-Mrs.-Janelle-Lewis-Tafari
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By Loshaun Dixon   

An 11-man contingent 
from St. Kitts and Nevis’ 
Defence Force returned 
home Sunday to the 
Federation, after being 
deployed to St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines to 
help with relief efforts fol-
lowing the eruptions of La 
Soufrière volcano.

The troops returned home 
to praise from many with-
in the National Security 
pyramid.

Leading those com-
mendations was Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of National Security Dr 
Timothy Harris who 
hailed them for their con-
tribution to the humanitar-
ian and law enforcement 
efforts in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines.

“You are now back home. 
You will go through a pe-
riod of quarantine for your 
own safety and protection. 
You’re aware that we’re 
at this stage of heightened 
protection with regards 
to COVID-19, and so all 
the protocols are to be 
observed.

“We hope that very short-
ly you will be back in full 

service in this our beloved 
country, continuing to do 
what you know best to 
maintain law and order, 
and to make a substantial 
contribution to a safer and 
stronger future. Thank 
you for service, thank you 
for adding security value 
to our brothers and sis-
ters in St Vincent and the 
Grenadines.”

Commissioner of Police 
Hilroy Brandy also 
congratulated the team, 
disclosing that his coun-
terpart in the Royal 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Police Force 
told him that the Officers 
and Soldiers represented 
the Federation well. 

“I want to congratulate 
you for an excellent 
job that was done in St. 
Vincent. From all reports 
from Commissioner 
Collins, you represented 
St. Kitts and Nevis well, 
you flew the flag at a very 
high standard, and that 
was expected of you. We 
are proud of your perfor-
mance. It was a hard task, 
but you executed your 
mission well.” 

Public Relations Officer 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
Defence Force, Captain 

Cayode Sutton, said the 
contingent performed 
above the expectation.

“I would like to join the 
Commissioner of Police 
Hilroy Brandy for a job 
well done. From all re-
ports, we understand 
that you guys performed 
well above what was ex-
pected, which is what we 
normally do when we go 
overseas.”

Leader of the contingent, 
Inspector James Stephen, 
reported that for the du-
ration of the mission the 
morale of the group was 
high, and their discipline 
was of a high standard. 

He was assisted by Staff 
Sergeant Marvin Payne 
while there, and he as-
sured everyone present 
that the troops did their 
best to represent the 
Federation well. 

“On our arrival in St. 
Vincent we went straight 
into action, where we as-
sisted St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Police Force’s 
humanitarian efforts, [and 
with] security at ware-
houses, shelters, and we 
also provided security at 
our own compound.” 

Troops hailed for work on  
SVG mission

PM Harris poses with troops following their return

 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

SUPERIOR COURT 

JUVENILE MATTERS 

ORDER OF NOTICE 

JD-JM-61 Rev. 10-11 
C.G.S. 45a-716(c), 46b-129(a), 52-52,PA 11-51, Sec. 19 Pr. Bk. Secs. 11-6, 11-7, 33a-5 

 

NOTICE TO: Donna Brown mother of child born on 1/31/05 to Hopeton Jones. 

 

of parts unknown 

 

A petition has been filed seeking: 

Commitment of minor child(ren) of the above named or vesting of custody and care of 

said child(ren) of the above named in a lawful, private or public agency or a suitable and 

worthy person. 

  

The petition, whereby the court’s decision can effect your parental rights, if any, 

regarding minor children will be heard on 8/2/21 at 2:00 PM at 920 Broad St, 

Hartford, CT 06106, United States. 

 

Hearing on an Order of Temporary Custody will be heard on 6/25/21 at 10:00 AM at 

920 Broad Street, Hartford, CT 06106, United States 

 

Therefore, ORDERED, that notice of the hearing of this petition be given by publishing 

this Order of Notice once, immediately upon receipt, in the St. Kitts Nevis Observer a 

newspaper having a circulation in the town/city of St. Kitts, West Indies 

 

Judge: Hon. Linda Allard 

Clerk: P. Roman  

Date Signed: 6/18/21 

 

RIGHT TO COUNSEL: Upon proof of inability to pay for a lawyer, the court will 

make sure that an attorney is provided to you by the Chief Public Defender. Request for 

an attorney should be made immediately in person, by mail, or by fax at the court office 

where your hearing is to be held. 
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‘Inevitable Isn’t Failure’

GUEST EDITORIAL submitted by Timothy A Caines

EDITORIAL

With the recent outbreak 
of the Coronavirus in 
SKN, there has been 
much ado about fault, 
blame, failure. The real-
ity is, this was inevitable. 
But this inevitability is 
not rooted in failure. Au 
contraire, it is rooted 
in success.  Success on 
the part of the Harris 
Administration; but also 
elements opposed to it. 

When Covid-19 descend-
ed on the world a year and 
a half ago, needless to say 
that most countries were 
unprepared. The dynamic 
and fluid nature of the 
virus left everyone hav-
ing to mould their own 
template for responses, 
though some actions 
overlapped. As the small-
est independent nation in 
the Western Hemisphere, 
St. Kitts and Nevis fared 
better than most, any-
where in the world. No 
need to rehash the spe-
cifics. The record on 
that is fact. Undeniable. 
Unassailable. Unbiased.

So great was the success 
of staving off the virus 
for so long, that we got 
relaxed and complacent. 
A year ago, everyone 
was masked up, hand 

sanitizing and social-
distancing. In the ensuing 
months, with no cases im-
ported, spread, or illness; 
we accepted that we were 
“Covid-free”. 

We dropped our guard, 
despite the continu-
ing admonitions of our 
Government and Health 
Ministries to keep doing 
as we were doing. Then, 
the vaccine rollout met 
with some initial and 
continuing resistance, for 
varying reasons, some of 
which we will explore. 

Individual relaxation and 
complacency are the bas-
es for which we now have 
such high numbers of 
cases. Had this individual 
- patient zero of this cur-
rent outbreak - come to 
our shores a year ago, we 
likely would not have had 
this outbreak. Definitely 
not these numbers being 
reported. 

The lesson for us is that 
the war is still raging, 
notwithstanding that we 
were, and all things con-
sidered, are still winning. 

With the vaccine rollout 
there came a new dy-
namic. Whereas before, 

we had for the most part, 
a oneness of purpose in 
the fight against the virus, 
seemingly when we got 
our “best weapon”, we 
began to divide. 

Given the rapidity of the 
development of the vac-
cine, there was leeway to 
be given to the skeptics 
of the vaccine then, and 
even now to some extent. 
But it has become clearer 
every day, now demon-
strably so, that there are 
elements among us who 
do not want the country to 
do as well as it has being 
doing. 

Elements, seemingly 
longing for such an out-
break; wanting the coun-
try to lockdown, and the 
economy to further shut-
down. These elements 
have sought to, and have 
had fair success, in stok-
ing fear and mistrust in 
the vaccine and by exten-
sion, in the government. 
Covert at first, there is 
now no hiding it. The 
question is why?

An objective person 
could have initially 
thought that the actions of 
these elements were out 
of genuine concern for 

the safety and welfare of 
our citizens and residents, 
and for the best decisions 
to be made for us all. But 
when one examines the 
reality, one would con-
clude otherwise. 

If we, as a country, have 
to move a large boulder 
from east to west, and the 
government is on the west 
side pulling at the boulder 
with our arms, a critic 
can be taken seriously if 
he suggests moving to 
the east side and pushing 
westward. The reason 
given being “because 
then we can more utilize 
our legs which have the 
strongest muscles in our 
body”.

If solutions and alterna-
tives are not being offered 
to the criticized decisions 
and actions of the govern-
ment that these elements 
claim to not be the best, 
then the goal for them 
cannot be finding those 
best solutions. 

What can be observed 
from these elements, is 
crafted spin on every ac-
tion and utterance of the 
Government and health 
officials, to “muddy 
the water” as much as 
possible. But for what 
purpose?

There is the old adage 
“A divided house cannot 
stand”. Well, a divided 
St. Kitts and Nevis can-
not defeat the virus. And 
these opposing elements 

know it. We have every 
indicator of that in the 
successes we have when 
we moved as one when 
the virus first transgressed 
our shores a year and 
change ago - as opposed 
to the much harder battle 
we are currently engaged 
in. 

It is never easy when you 
have to fight an enemy at 
the gates, and saboteurs 
inside the city.  

If we fail in our fight 
against Covid-19, the 
blame will be laid square-
ly at the feet of PM Harris 
and his Administration. 
No ifs, ands, or buts. And 
this, given the evidence 
at hand, is the “why?” 
and “for what purpose?” 
asked. 

The critiquing without 
solutions from these ele-
ments. The claims that 
people need more infor-
mation without trying to 
produce it. The claims of 
wrong data without pro-
ducing the right ones. The 
sowing of distrust in the 
majority of our medical 
professionals and the ac-
cepted science. The dan-
gerous misinformation. 

Elements seemingly are 
prepared for the country 
to suffer, to be put at risk 
of years of setback, if it 
could weaken PM Harris 
and his Administration. 

But who are they asking 
to pay the price? If these 

elements succeed in sow-
ing sufficientmisinforma-
tion, distrust and fear that 
the virus spirals out of 
control, and the country 
is forced into a full lock-
down and economic shut-
down, who suffers most? 
Whose health is most at 
risk? Whose social norms 
are most at risk? Whose 
children’s education is 
most at risk? Whose jobs 
are most at risk? 

A wise man used to say 
“Don’t let anyone take 
away your bread and 
can’t give you crackers”.

We are in this fight to-
gether and we will win 
through to absolute vic-
tory, but we must do it 
together. We have been, 
and are winning, not-
withstanding the fierce-
ness of the current battle. 
Commendations are due 
to Prime Minister Harris 
and his Administration 
for an excellent job so far. 

The new measures, the 
ramped up testing, the 
robust and exhaustive 
contact tracing have been 
effective in containing 
the spread of the virus. It 
is up to us, the individual 
citizens and residents, to 
stop it. 

Prime Minister Harris 
often speaks of “shared 
responsibility”. There is 
no greater time for it than 
now. The Government is 
doing its part and its best. 
Let us do ours again. 
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COVID death toll  
rises; now at three

By Staff Reporter  

The death toll from 
COVID-19 increased 
to three this week in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, with 
two more persons suc-
cumbing to the dreaded 
virus. According to re-
ports, the latest victims 
are Kathleen Morton and 
Arthur Williams.

Last Thursday, the 
Federation recorded its 
first COVID death, that of 
Dorval “Troy” Prince.

According to Chief 
Medical Officer Dr. Hazel 
Laws, the authorities have 
been trying to contain this 
present COVID-19 out-
break that was first identi-
fied on May 19.
“Over this period, over 
351 cases have been 
added to the Federation’s 
tally. Over this same 
period, 47 persons who 
have been diagnosed with 
COVID have since re-
covered within these four 
weeks.”

She said the case manag-
ers are monitoring 301 
active cases.

“At present, we have sev-
en individuals hospital-
ised on our COVID ward. 
An accumulative total of 
23 hospitalisations over 
these four weeks.”

Dr Laws disclosed that 
the majority of the cases 
fall between the ages of 
20 to 49 years, while the 
age range extends from 
childhood to persons over 
60.

At the prisons, the cases 
have risen to 39, with two 
new cases recorded on 
June 19.

Addressing what strain 
of COVID-19 had been 
found in this outbreak, 
Dr. Laws noted they were 

awaiting results of sam-
ples from CARPHA.

“We are unable to answer 
same at present. We sent 
off two batches to the 
CARPHA, and we are 
awaiting the results of 
the genomic sequenc-
ing process. When we 
get those results we will 
be able to share with the 
public, more information 
regarding the strain of the 
COVID variant that is in 
circulation.”

She said coming out of 
a meeting with the case 
managers last Friday, they 
concurred on two things. 

“One, is the strain of the 
virus in circulation now is 
more transmissible than 
the strain we contained 
last year. It is more trans-
missible and it is more 
deadly, because when 
you look at the number of 
hospitalisations and how 
the cases present at the 
emergency room, we can 
safely say that this strain 
is more transmissible and 
more deadly compared to 
the strain that was in cir-
culation in the federation 
last year.” 

Minister of Health Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett extended 
sincere condolences to 
the family members and 
loved ones of those per-
sons lost this past week.

“I know it can be difficult 
and challenging at this 
time, but continue to trust 
that God has it all in his 
hands as you continue to 
lean on him for strength at 
this time.”

Byron-Nisbett, speaking 
to those who have tested 
positive, said they will 
continue to pray for a 
recovery.

“For those who tested 
positive and are in quar-
antine - some in the 

hospital, we continue to 
hold you in our prayers. 
We know it is very diffi-
cult, COVID-19 is not an 
easy walkover. For some 
persons it is difficult to 
breathe, and painful to 
take one breath. For some, 
all of their muscles hurt, 
and it’s a lot to deal with 
not being able to be with 
loved ones and friends, 
and not having the op-
portunity to have persons 
come and visit while you 
are at your lowest.”

She also pleaded to the 
nation that all have a role 
to play in ending the virus 
outbreak.

“What we are doing is for 
your health as well in this 
fight. It is not just about 
a group of people sitting 
behind desks making de-
cisions. It is about how 
can we best protect you.

‘Our staff in the Ministry 
of Health continues to 
work really hard with 
contact tracing, with test-
ing. Our nurses are fol-
lowing up with positive 
cases to make sure that 
they are staying healthy. 
We also need your help. 
We need you to do your 
part as well in this fight.”
The health minister urged 
all to think of collective 
good in their actions.

“I’m making a strong 
appeal to everyone: let 
us think about our fam-
ily and loved ones, and 
keeping them safe. It is 
not just about us as an 
individual, it is about the 
whole group, our family, 
loved ones, community, 
children who can’t be 
vaccinated...we have to 
think about the collective 
whole.”

She said she was “hopeful 
and positive” that eventu-
ally the country will get 
through this pandemic.

“I see it in the vaccination 
numbers. I want to en-
courage you to continue 
to come forward, step for-
ward and be vaccinated, 
because it is about saving 

lives. “Even though we 
are going through this 
right now, there is a way 
for us to get back to nor-
mal, and there is a way, 
even if we have another 

outbreak, to remain as 
normal as we can. That 
is through vaccination, 
wearing our face masks 
and keeping our hands 
clean.”

Case Number :SKBHPB2021/0037

Submitted Date:17/06/2021 11:45

Filed Date:17/06/2021 11:45
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Two latest COVID victims Kathleen Morton and Arthur Williams
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Candy  saga   nearing  end

By Monique Washington   

The over four-year 
saga involving the 
Candy Resort at Liburd 
Hill, the Nevis Island 
Administration, and the 
suit brought on by the late 
homeowner Anne Bass, is 
nearing an end, as the ap-
peal has now been heard 
by the Appeal Court. 

Bass, who was originally 
from Fort Worth, Texas, 
died on April 1, 2020 .

The Observer contacted 
Bass’ attorney at Kelsick 
Wilkin and Ferdinand, 
who said that in late 
March the appeal was 
heard. 

The saga first began in 
2016 when Bass, through 
her attorneys, approached 
the high court in seek-
ing to quash a deci-
sion made by the Nevis 
Island Administration’s 
Department of 
Physical Planning and 
Environment, to allow 
Htrip Candy Resort to 
build a development. 

The suit claims that with-
out an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) 
for the materially revised 

plans, as required by law, 
their decision should be 
made null, because of 
their failure to examine 
and take into account the 
environmental impact 
assessment. The lawsuit 
alleges that the Candy 
Development was ap-
proved without a com-
plete and proper EIA .

The Candy Resort Villa 
Development was to 
sit on 4.4 acres of land 
at Liburd Hill Village 
in St James, at a cost of 
US$20 million. The de-
velopment was to be con-
structed by Development 
Consultants Ltd., and 
broke ground in 2015 . 
The 17-building, 51-unit 
development was to be 
completed in December 
of 2016.

In 2017, Justice Darshan 
Ramdhani dismissed 
Bass’ cases. In his deci-
sion, the judge noted that 
the court was satisfied that 
no reasonable decision-
maker would have relied 
on the Environmental 
Impact Assessment pre-
sented, but dismissed 
the case on the grounds 
that “the court is satisfied 
that it is entitled in this 
case to revisit the issue of 

delay, and on this issue, 
the court considers that 
the delay is substantial 
and cannot be attributed 
to the respondent”. 

Bass appealed the deci-
sion, and the Court of 
Appeal granted the ap-
plication for a stay of 
planning permission of 
the Candy Resort, until 
her (Bass) appeal is de-
termined, an application 
that was vigorously chal-
lenged by the NIA and the 
developer.

Most recently, Premier 
Brantley said that because 
of the long wait to finish 
the project, the develop-
ers for the Candy Project 
had decided to take their 
investment elsewhere.

Currently, a number of the 
completed, unfurnished 
buildings sit on the Candy 
Resort site that has now 
become overgrown with 
grass, paint chippings 
from the exterior walls, 
and bannisters rusting. 

“We are awaiting the 
judgment of the Court of 
Appeal. We have no idea 
about the timeline for de-
livery of the judgment,” 
Bass’ attorney said. 

Candy Resort at Liburd Hill 
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“This is definitely sad news for us all. 
The Nevis Reformation Party extends 
condolences to the family and loved 
ones of the deceased. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with you during this 

very difficult time,” 

By Monique Washington   

The Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) is encourag-
ing all citizens to adhere 
to the regulations that 
have been put in place by 
the authorities amidst the 
recent deaths related to 
COVID 19.

On Thursday, June 17, 
Federal Minister of 
Health, Hon. Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett announced 
the first COVID-19 
related death for the 

Federation. Since then, 
two other individuals have 
succumbed to the virus in 
St. Kitts.

In just a few weeks, the 
Federation experienced 
a spike in the number of 
positive COVID-19 cases 
due to community spread. 
There have been approxi-
mately 400 cases, with 92 
recovered, over 300 ac-
tive, and over 1500 people 

isolated, quarantined at 
home or at a government 
facility.

“This is definitely sad 
news for us all. The Nevis 
Reformation Party ex-
tends condolences to the 
family and loved ones 
of the deceased. Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with you during this very 
difficult time,” a statement 
read. 

The party urged citizens 
to stay safe and to follow 

the COVID-19 prevention 
and control measures

“In light of the surge in 
Covid-19 cases within the 
Federation, the NRP uses 
this opportunity to encour-
age our fellow citizens 
and residents to adhere to 
the Covid-19 prevention 
and control measures that 
have been put in place by 
the health officials. These 
include wearing of face 

masks and hand sanitiza-
tion. “

In addition to following 
the Covid-19 prevention 
and control measures, the 
political party also en-
couraged citizens to seek 
medical advice from their 
doctor regarding eligibil-
ity for the AstraZeneca 
vaccine. 

“We also implore you 
to adhere to the regula-
tions that have been put 
in place by the authori-

ties. Even though we may 
have to deviate from our 
normal way of operat-
ing, we are required to be 
law-abiding. 

“Finally, as a party that 
promotes togetherness 
and love for all, we ask 
you to show compassion 
and demonstrate kind-
ness during this difficult 
time. We are all in this 
together.”

“Adhere to the 
COVID  

regulations”  
– NRP urges  

citizens

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER & NEVIS 

SAINT CHRISTOPHER CIRCUIT 

(PROBATE) 

A.D. 2021 

  

In the Estate of REGINALD STUART O’LOUGHLIN, late of Shadwell Site also 

known as Shadwell Housing Development (formerly of College Street) in the Town 

of Basseterre in the Island of Saint Christopher (St. Kitts), Deceased 
 

 

TAKE NOTICE that an application has been filed by REGINALD MICHAEL ST. 

CLAIR O’LOUGHLIN and AMY ESTELLA WARNER (nee O’LOUGHLIN) for a 

Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed of the above named deceased, 

REGINALD STUART O’LOUGHLIN, who died on 17th day of September 2008 

without revoking a Will bearing the date of 25th day of August 1993 wherein the 

Applicants are the sole surviving devisees under the said Will.  

 

Any person having an objection to the Letter’s of Administration with the Will 

Annexed to the Applicant shall file an objection within 14 days of the publication of 

this Notice. 

 

Dated the 18th day of June 2021. 

 
Danni Maynard, Associate 

KELSICK, WILKIN & FERDINAND 

Attorneys-at-Law for the Applicant  

 

 
Filed by Danni Maynard of Kelsick, Wilkin & Ferdinand, Attorneys-at-Law for the 

Applicants, whose address for service is Kelsick Wilkin & Ferdinand, Fred Kelsick 

Building, Independence Square South, Basseterre, St Kitts. Email: Law@kwfonline.com; 

Telephone: (869)465-2440; Fax: (869)465-7808. 

 

 

Case Number :SKBHPB2021/0039

Submitted Date:18/06/2021 13:37

Filed Date:18/06/2021 13:37
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Jamaica entertainment photo via Buzz Caribbean

by Amelia Robinson and 
Sheri-Kae McLeod

Despite the pandemic, 
Jamaicans are in for a 
sweet treat of freedom 
come July 1st. In a pre-
sentation in parliament on 
June 22, Prime Minister 
Andrew Holness an-
nounced a partial re-
opening of the island’s 
entertainment sector as 
well as an adjustment to 
the islandwide curfew.

Jamaica has had al-
most 50,000 cases of 
COVID-19 and more 
than 1,000 deaths.

Come July 1st, the curfew 

will run from 11 PM to 5 
AM from Mondays to 
Saturdays and 6 PM to 
5 AM on Sundays. After 
15 months of a ban on 
parties, promoters will 
finally be allowed to host 
events, with a maximum 
of 100 people for small 
events. The organizers 
of large events, which 
include stage shows, 
crusades, festivals and 
the likes, will have to go 
through an additional 
layer of approval.

Organizers of the large 
events must first send 
an application to the 
Ministry of Culture, 
Gender, Entertainment 

and Sport. The Ministry 
will review the applica-
tion to see that it meets 
the requirements.

Once the Ministry is 
satisfied, it will for-
ward the application to 
the ODPEM. ODPEM 
will consult Ministry of 
Health and Wellness, the 
municipal corporation 
& any other relevant au-
thorities, and if they are 
satisfied, the application 
for the event to be held at 
a specified place and time 
will be approved.

Unlike some cities in 
the United States, the 
government said it will 

not mandate that patrons 
attending events be vac-
cinated or provide a 
negative COVID-19 test. 
Organizers are however 
allowed to do so if they 
want to

Municipal corporations 
will be reducing the 
events permit fee by 50 
percent. Prime Minister 
Holness also announced 
that government-owned 
venues will be offered 
to the organizers of large 
events rent-free.The list 
of venues so far includes:

Facilities under the man-
agement of the Ministry 
of Culture, Gender, 

Entertainment and Sport 
including the National 
Stadium complex and the 
Trelawny Stadium, Fort 
Rocky and Fort Charles, 
Seville and the Ranny 
Williams Entertainment 
Centre, Facilities under 
the management of the 
Port Authority of Jamaica 
including the Falmouth 
Pier and the Port Royal 
Pier.

Prime Minister Holness 
urged Jamaicans to be 
responsible with the new 
measures.“In trying to 
preserve the entertain-
ment sector let us not 
jeopardize the reopen-
ing of our schools in 

September. The stakes 
are high and this is a risk 
we are all taking together 
as a country. Success is 
up to every one of us. Let 
us therefore not view the 
new measure as a free 
for all. Let us commit to 
being responsible and 
diligent as we seek to pre-
serve the livelihoods of so 
many people,” he said.

To test out the new pro-
tocols, the Government 
will be organizing a con-
cert on July 1 at the Port 
Royal Cruise Terminal to 
recognize and celebrate 
International Reggae 
Day.

Jamaica’s Entertainment 
Sector to  

Partially Reopen July 1st
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The Government of the 
Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago has sent 
critical relief supplies 
to Suriname, following 
torrential rainfall and 
flooding experienced 
by that country in the 
months of April, May 
and June 2021.

According to an of-
ficial release issued by 
the Ministry of Foreign 
and CARICOM 
Affairs, relief items were 
transported yesterday, 
Tuesday 22nd June 
2021, via a Caribbean 
Airlines aircraft leased 
by Suriname Airways.

“Relief items included 
garbage bags, baby 
food, face masks, long 
boots, mosquito nets, 
tarpaulin, cots and 
chargeable battery-
operated lamps,” 
the Foreign Ministry 
confirms.
The Ministry says ad-
ditional relief items such 
as water, hand sanitizer 
and water tanks will be 
provided later in the 
week and transported 
by sea.

The weather system 
which passed through 
the region over the last 
couple of days has fur-
ther exacerbated the 
situation in Suriname.

The Government of the 
Republic of Suriname 
reached out to T&T 
for assistance, at a time 
when Suriname is deal-
ing with a major flood-
ing emergency, as well 
as battling another 
surge in COVID-19 in-
fections—its third wave 
in the pandemic.

At the beginning of 
June, the head of 
the Meteorological 
Service Suriname 
(MDS) warned of even 
more rain to come in 
Suriname over the next 
three months, as the 
Caribbean settles deep-
er into the Hurricane 
Season.

Flooding in April, May 
and June affected all ten 
districts of Suriname: 
Paramaribo, Nickerie, 

Coronie, Saramacca, 
C o m m e w i j n e , 
Wanica, Para, 
Marowijne, Sipaliwini, 

and Brokopondo.
The International 
Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies (IFRC) has 
confirmed that some 
10,100 people from 
2,020 families—at least 

8,473 households—
across the country have 
been affected by the 
flooding crisis.

The St. Christopher & Nevis Social Security Board (SSB) invites applications from suitably qualified 

persons to fill the post of Manager – Compliance Department. The position is tenable in the St. Kitts 

Office.

APPLICANTS SHOULD POSSESS THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS AND JOB SKILLS

1. A minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in Finance, Business Management, Public Administration

or a related field.

2. A professional designation in management would be an asset.

3. Minimum of at least seven years’ experience in a management role.

4. Strong mentoring and coaching experience.

5. Knowledge of Social Security Regulations would be an asset.

6. Excellent communication, verbal and written skills.

7. Good judgment and performs at a high level of integrity and credibility.  Must be committed to 

the organization’s mission and core values.

8. Strong decision-making skills and a conduit for organizational change.

9. Ability to complete multiple tasks to deadlines and perform in a fast-paced environment.

10. Proficiency in the use of Microsoft Office.

MAIN DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 

1. Monitor’s the performance of compliance and develops effective interventions.

2. Develops operating plans and budgets.

3. Oversees all operations of the Compliance Department as outlined in the strategic plan.

4. Manages and supervises at least twelve staff members.

5. Serves as key advisors to the Chief Executive Officer on compliance and regulatory

matters as necessary.

6. Attends court along with the Inspector, when necessary.

7. Prepares a range of reports on compliance related issues.

8. Monitors employers’ contribution record and facilitates outreach programs for employers.

9. Negotiates payment plans with employers in adherence to the organization’s policy.

10. Develops the requisite operational manuals.

11. Develops and manages a range of operating systems to improve and sustain satisfactory

levels of productivity, efficiency and customer service.

A remuneration package commensurate with qualification and experience will be 

offered.
  
This includes staff pension plan, health insurance coverage and allowances.    

Interested persons are asked to submit application including two references to the following address by 
Monday, 5th July 2021. 

The Director  
Social Security Board 
P.O. Box 79 
Bay Road 
Basseterre 
St Kitts 

T&T  Sends  Aid  to  Flood  Ravaged  Suriname
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Hazel Laws has empha-
sized that getting out of 
the current COVID-19 
spread in St. Kitts and 
Nevis will be dependent 
on individual responsibil-
ity from every citizen.

Dr. Laws said the empha-
sis going forward is how 
we all can live, and what 
are the protective behav-
iours needed to adapt to 
live and exist safely, in the 
context of COVID-19.

“In the Federation, we 
have a shelter in place, 
so really you are only 
to move if movement 
is deemed essential. We 
want you to wear your 
face mask at all times, 
sanitise your hands, and 
maintain that safe dis-
tance of six feet.”

She said individuals have 
expressed concerns about 
the number of reported 
cases daily, but noted it 
was a result of people 
remaining in contact with 
positive cases.

“When we analyse the 
numbers, when we 
look at the data gleaned 
through the contact trac-
ing process, we realise the 
problem is at an individu-
al level.  The contacts are 
still engaged with individ-
uals who may be positive, 
and are picking up the in-
fection. That tells us that 
individuals are still not in 
complete adherence with 
these non-pharmaceutical 
measures.

“Individuals are still as-
suming that their friends, 

contacts, loved ones are 
virus-free, and they may 
drop their guard. That is 
why most or the majority 
of the recently announced 
cases are contacts of 
cases who have now 
become positive with 
COVID-19.”

Dr. Laws said it shows 
that people are not wear-
ing their face masks, not 
sanitizing, and they are 
not maintaining a safe 
distance between them-
selves and others 

Looking ahead, she as-
serted that the entire 
country can get out of this 
outbreak, if individuals 
adhere to the non-phar-
maceutical measures.

“Everybody is asking 
what are we (authorities) 
going to do. We need to 
start looking at ourselves: 
What am I going to do to 
help us get out of this situ-
ation? We all have a part 
to play in terms of adher-
ing to these measures.”

Dr. Laws urged essential 

travel only, keeping face 
masks on, frequently sa-
nitising and handwash-
ing, and maintaining safe 
distancing.

“Start practising these 
measures every day, and 
in so doing, you will be 
protecting yourselves and 
your contacts from the 
virus.”

She also reminded that 
vaccines are still available 
to help protect from the 
virus. 

Chief Medical Officer Dr. Hazel Laws 

CMO: Individual 
responsibility key
 to containing 
COVID spread
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Guy Faulconbridge

LONDON, June 23 
(Reuters) – The corona-
virus pandemic stoked 
hunger for trusted news in 
a time of global crisis and 
a clear majority of people 
want media organisa-
tions to be impartial and 
objective, The Reuters 
Institute for the Study 
of Journalism said on 
Wednesday.

Trust in news grew dur-
ing the pandemic, espe-
cially in Western Europe, 
helping brands with a 
reputation for reliable re-
porting, though mistrust 
was particularly apparent 
in the polarised media of 
the United States.

A clear majority of 
people across countries 
believed news outlets 
should reflect a range of 
views and try to be neu-
tral, the institute said in 
its annual Digital News 
Report (https://reutersin-
stitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/
digital-news-report/2021).

“We’ve been through a 
very dark time and much 
of the public recognise 
that news organisations 
have often been the 
ones shining light in that 
darkness,” said Rasmus 
Nielsen, director of the 
Reuters Institute.

“There has been a greater 
appreciation of trustwor-
thy news overall,” he told 
Reuters. “It’s very clear in 
our research, in country 
after country, in age group 
after age group, that large 
majorities want journal-
ism to try to be neutral.”

The report is based on 
surveys covering 46 mar-
kets and more than half 
the world’s population.

The accelerating techno-
logical revolution means 
73% of people now ac-
cess news via a smart-
phone, up from 69% in 
2020, while many use 
social media networks or 
messaging apps to con-
sume or discuss news. 
TikTok now reaches 24% 

of under 35s, with higher 
penetration rates in Asia 
and Latin America.

Facebook is seen as the 

main artery for spreading 
false information, though 
messaging apps such as 
WhatsApp also play a 
role.

But the tech giants also 
served as an avenue for 
dissent, The Reuters 
Institute said, citing pro-
tests in Peru, Indonesia, 

Thailand, Myanmar and 
the United States.

More people distrusted 
the news than trusted it in 

the United States, where 
Donald Trump’s defeat in 
the 2020 U.S. presidential 
election reduced demand 
for news.

The St. Christopher & Nevis Social Security Board (SSB) invites applications from suitably 

qualified persons to fill the post of Senior Manager – Branch Office. The position is tenable in the 

Nevis Office. 

APPLICANTS SHOULD POSSESS THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS AND JOB 

SKILLS 

1. A minimum of a Master’s degree in Business Administration, Management, 
Finance or other related field.

2. A professional designation in Accounting, HR Management, Finance, Risk 
Management would be an asset.

3. Minimum of at least seven years’ experience in a senior management role.

4. Strong mentoring and coaching experience.

5. Knowledge of Social Security Regulations would be an asset.

6. Excellent communication skills, verbal and written.

7. Good judgment and performs at a high level of integrity and credibility.  Must be 
committed to the organization’s mission and core values.

8. Skilled at negotiation and problem solving.

9. Strong leadership and decision-making skills and a conduit for organizational 
change.

10. Ability to complete multiple tasks to deadlines and performs in a fast-paced 
environment.

11. Ability to relate with the Chief Executive Officer, management and with all staff.

MAIN DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 

1. Oversees all operations of the Branch Office as outlined in the strategic plan.

2. Manages and supervises at least twenty staff members.

3. Prepares timely reports for the Chief Executive Officer.

4. Ensures that adequate, accurate and reliable records are kept.

5. Is responsible for creating, planning, implementing and integrating the strategic 
direction of the Branch Office.

6. Provides guidance and support to the Branch Manager.

7. Responsible for the efficiency and success of the Branch Office.

8. Demonstrates the leadership that is necessary to make the organization's mission, vision

and strategic objectives a success.

A remuneration package commensurate with qualification and experience will 
be offered.  This includes staff pension plan, health insurance coverage and 
allowances.    

Interested persons are asked to submit application including two references to the 

following address by Monday, 5th July 2021. 

The Director  
Social Security Board 
P.O. Box 79 
Bay Road 
Basseterre 
St Kitts 

People  Want  Trusted  News,  Reuters  Institute Says
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By Kristin F. Dalton | 
kdalton@siadvance.com

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. 
– Experts says this year’s 
hurricane season won’t be 
as bad as it was in 2020, 
but there’s a 60% chance 
the 2021 season, which 
started June 1, will be 
above normal.

According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), 
there’s a 30% chance of 
a near-normal season and 
a 10% chance of a below-
normal season.

The NOAA is expecting 
three to five major hur-
ricanes, classified as cate-
gory 3, 4, or 5, with winds 
of 111 miles per hour or 
above. It says it predicts 
these storms with 70% c

The Atlantic hurricane 

season is also expected 
to bring 13 to 20 named 
storms – storms with 
winds of 39 miles per 
hour or higher. Of those, 
six to 10 could become 
hurricanes with winds 
of 74 miles per hour or 
above.

The average Atlantic 
hurricane season has 14 
named storms, of which 
seven become hurricanes, 
and three hurricanes that 
are classified category 3, 
4, or 5.

Atlantic tropical storms 
are named ahead of time, 
are alphabetical, and alter-
nate between traditionally 
female and male names. 
Some of the names for 
the 2021 season are: Ana, 
Bill, Claudette, Danny, 
Elsa, Fred and Grace.

“Although NOAA 

scientists don’t expect 
this season to be as busy 

as last year, it only takes 
one storm to devastate 
a community,” said 
Ben Friedman, acting 
NOAA administrator.

“The forecasters at the 
National Hurricane 
Center are well-pre-
pared with significant 
upgrades to our com-
puter models, emerging 
observation techniques, 
and the expertise to 

deliver the life-saving 
forecasts that we all 

depend on during this, 
and every, hurricane 
season.”

The city Office 
of Emergency 
Management (OEM) 
revised its hurricane 
evacuation zones just as 
the Atlantic storm sea-
son begins.

On Staten Island, much 
of the East Shore and 

West Shore are covered 
by the first and sec-
ond evacuation zones, 
which represent the 
most at-risk parts of the 
city, and much of the 
Island is covered in the 
less severe evacuation 
zones.

City officials may or-
der evacuations in 
these zones depending 
on a hurricane’s fore-
cast strength, track and 
storm surge, and the 
map is intended to help 
New Yorkers better pre-
pare for that possibility, 
according to OEM.

The maps also feature 
evacuation centers 
around the city, like 
the Michael J. Petrides 
school complex, and 
Curtis High School

OEM recommends 

that all New York City 
residents make an emer-
gency plan ahead of 
any storms and prepare 
for flooding and power 
outages. The city offers 
many preparation ex-
amples that families can 
build upon for their own 
homes.

“Now is the time for 
communities along the 
coastline as well as in-
land to get prepared for 
the dangers that hur-
ricanes can bring, said 
Secretary of Commerce 
Gina Raimondo. “The 
experts at NOAA are 
poised to deliver life-
saving early warnings 
and forecasts to com-
munities, which will 
also help minimize the 
economic impacts of 
storms,” Raimodo said

Hurricane Season 2021 Could Bring 
5 Major & 20 Tropical Storms

“Although NOAA scientists don’t 
expect this season to be as busy 

as last year, it only takes one 
storm to devastate a community,” 
said Ben Friedman, acting NOAA 

administrator.
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The controversial, problem-plagued Limetree Bay oil refinery in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands 

June 21 (UPI) — The 
controversial, problem-
plagued Limetree Bay oil 
refinery in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands has been closed 
indefinitely due to finan-
cial problems, its owners 
said Monday.

Shuttered since May 
12 under a 60-day sus-
pension issued by the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, Limetree Bay 
Energy said it has sus-
pended plans to restart the 
210,000 barrel-per-day 
facility on the island of St. 
Croix because of “severe 
financial constraints.”
“This was an extremely 
difficult decision for us, 
and we are truly saddened 
to announce suspension 
of our restart plans for the 
refinery,” Limetree Bay 
CEO Jeff Rinker said in 
an issued statement.

“Our personnel have 
demonstrated tremen-
dous commitment and 
dedication in restarting 
the refinery, and we con-
tinue to be proud of their 
hard work. Unfortunately, 

this is our only option, 
given the extreme finan-
cial constraints facing the 
company,” he said

Rinker said the company 
will lay off all of its 271 
employees effective Sept. 
19.

Formerly operated by 
Hovensa LLC, the St. 
Croix facility is an inte-
grated petroleum refinery 
consisting of refinery pro-
cess units and support-
ing operations including 
sulfur recovery plants, 
steam and electric power 
generation and a marine 
terminal.

It has long been a key 
employer in the Virgin 
Islands — in its heyday 
in the 1970s, the facility 
produced 650,000 barrels 
of crude oil per day, mak-
ing it the largest refinery 
in the Americas.

But it has also long been 
the subject of environ-
mental complaints. It was 
closed for eight years 
before the Trump admin-
istration issued a permit 

for it to be restarted by its 
new owners in December 
2020.

Shortly after the February 
restart, however, low-
income residents living 
nearby reported becom-
ing sickened by air pollut-
ant and oil releases from 
the facility.

The EPA under the Biden 
administration last month 
ordered the 60-day pause 
of its operations to deter-
mine whether the plant 
presented “an imminent 
risk to public health.

The refinery had expe-
rienced “multiple major 
mishaps resulting in 
significant air pollutant 
and oil releases,” EPA 
Administrator Michael 
Regan said in a statement. 
“These repeated inci-
dents at the refinery have 
been and remain totally 
unacceptable.”

The agency has since 
been working to provide 
relief and assistance to 
the surrounding St. Croix 
community.

USVI: Environmentally Troubled Oil 
Refinery Closes
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The St. Christopher & Nevis Social Security Board invites applications from 
suitably qualified persons to fill the post of Executive Officer/Inspector at the 

Branch Office, Nevis and the Head Office, St. Kitts. 

APPLICANTS SHOULD POSSESS THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS AND 

JOB SKILLS 

1. A minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in Public Administration, Business 
Administration or related field.

2. Minimum of at least four years’ experience in a public administration or related 
field.

3. Proficient in dispute resolution.

4. Knowledge of bookkeeping and or accounting would be an advantage.

5. Proficiency in the use of Microsoft Office (Excel, Word)..

6. (Superior) ability to communicate effectively both in writing and orally.

7. Must be of good character and professional in performance.

8. Strong negotiation skills

9. Must possess and maintain a valid driver’s licence.

10.Must own a motor vehicle which is available for performing official 
duties.

11.Knowledge of Social Security Regulations would be an asset.

MAIN DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 

1. Educates employers and self-employed on Social Security matters.

2. Ensures that the compliance targets are realized.

3. Liaises with employers to rectify payment/reporting discrepancies.

4. Completes daily reports of work done for compilation of weekly reports.

5. Conducts investigation, research, analyses, surveys and auditing of records.

6. Audits employers.

7. Attends court on behalf of the SSB to provide its attorneys–at–law with 
information.

8. Issues reminders to persons in arrears.

9. Ensures that the information collected is accurate.

10. Assists in developing compliance targets.

11. Oversees employer compliance.

12. Conducts thorough and accurate surveys and investigations.

A remuneration package commensurate with qualification and experience will 
be offered.   

Interested persons are asked to submit application including two references to 

the following address by Monday, 5th July 2021. 

The Director  
Social Security Board 
P.O. Box 79,
Bay Road, Basseterre,
St Kitts 

Cuba: Tourists Can Now Buy $1,000 Cash Cards
14ymedio, Havana, 
17 June 2021 — The 
Cuban banking system 
has devised a new op-
tion to keep the foreign 
currency of tourists 
starting with Prepaid 
Cards at the Cadeca cur-
rency exchange offices in 
Varadero and Cayo Coco.

The cards, of 200, 500 and 
1,000 dollars, are only for 
non-resident travelers, 
who can buy them by pre-
senting their passport and 
depositing the amount in 
cash plus a commission 
of five dollars, only until 
the 20th. After that they 
may do so in any other 
currency among those 
accepted in the country.
Prepaid cards can only 
be spent within Cuba and 
will be valid for two years. 
Travelers will thus be able 
to make purchases in hard 
currency stores without 
cash, although they can 
also withdraw Cuban pe-
sos at ATMs. What they 
do not allow are transfers 
from abroad, or deposits 
or movements of funds 
between similar cards or 
others that operate in dol-
lars. And unspent balance 
is non-refundable in for-
eign currency.Last Friday, 
the first vice president 
of the Central Bank of 
Cuba (BCC), Francisco 
Mayobre Lence, ex-
plained on television that 
travelers who arrive on the 
island after June 21 will 
not be able, like nation-
als, to exchange dollars in 
cash, and so must arrive 
with a different currency 
to cover their expenses or 
use an international card 
accepted in the Cuba (the 
embargo does not allow 
the use of cards issued 
in the United States).The 
new product could solve 
some of these problems, 
but it is to be expected that 
other problems will occur. 
The measure has not been 
well received by Cubans 
residing in the country, 
who speculate, in social 
networks and the official 
press, about the difficul-
ties that this may have for 
tourists.Critics doubt this 
argument and offer other 
hypotheses, together or 

in combination, ranging 
from an attempt to pres-
sure the Biden govern-
ment to relax sanctions 

through pressure from 
families who send remit-
tances, to money launder-
ing through a desperate 

attempt to get hold of as 
much US currency they 
can collect, in record time.
Another theory suggests 

that it is a matter of curb-
ing the rise in the price of 
the dollar in the informal 
market. Exchange houses 

sell dollars at a rate of 1 x 
24 Cuban pesos, while in 
illegal networks the rate 
has reached 70.
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image copyrightChristian Braga/Greenpeace It is estimated that illegal mining destroyed an area  
equivalent to 500 football fields in the Yanomami territory in 2020

By Hugo Bachega

BBC News

At around midday on 11 
May, Dario Kopenawa, 
an indigenous leader, re-
ceived a desperate phone 
call from a remote village 
in the Brazilian Amazon. 
Palimiú has a population 
of about 1,000, and they 
live in large communal 
houses on the banks of a 
river called Uraricoera. 
You can only reach it by 
plane, or after a long jour-
ney on a boat.

Kopenawa, who is from 
the Yanomami tribe, is 
used to hearing pleas for 
help from communities in 
the rainforest, but this one 
was different.

“They attacked us,” a man 
said, “they almost killed 
us”. They, Kopenawa was 
told, were garimpeiros, or 
illegal gold miners, who 
had arrived on seven 
motorboats, some carry-
ing automatic weapons, 
and started shooting 
indiscriminately.

Hiding behind trees, the 
Yanomami fought back, 
using shotguns and bows. 
An indigenous man was 
grazed by a bullet in the 
head, Kopenawa learned, 
and four miners were in-
jured. The attackers left 
after half an hour, but 
threatened to come back 
for revenge. Terrified, 
women fled into the dense 
jungle with their children 
to seek refuge. It was cha-
otic, and two boys, aged 
one and five, drowned.
Palimiú, located deep 
in the state of Roraima, 
sits on Brazil’s larg-
est indigenous reserve, 
which has an area similar 
to Portugal and 27,000 
people. Mining is ille-
gal there, but prospec-
tors have always found 
ways to do their work. 
“Garimpeiros are all over 

the place,” Kopenawa 
said. He avoids going 
to areas where they are 
because of death threats 
and, after the call, he 
alerted the authorities, 
saying something had to 
be done.

The next day, a team of 
federal police travelled to 
Palimiú on a small plane, 
and were joined by Junior 
Hekukari, who heads the 
local indigenous health 
council. As he was leav-
ing the area, Hekukari 
spotted some boats drift-
ing with their engines 
switched off, and he 
guessed they were trying 
to avoid being noticed. As 
the men in the vessels ap-
proached, they shot mul-
tiple times at the village.

“The agents screamed 
‘Police, police’,” 
Hekukari told me, “but 
they didn’t stop. They 
had no respect”. The of-
ficers responded, and 
there was an intense gun 
fight. The group left five 
minutes later and no-
body was injured. When 
Hekukari reported what 

had happened, Kopenawa 
was stunned. If even the 
police were being at-
tacked, he said, none of 
his people was safe.

Alisson Marugal, the 
federal prosecutor in 
Roraima, said they had 
been encouraged by a 
surge in gold prices and 
an order by Funai, the 
government’s indige-
nous affairs agency, that 
limited field work be-
cause of the pandemic. 
“Illegal miners did not 
self-isolate or do social 
distancing,” he said. “In 
fact, they intensified 
their activities.”

The reserves are one 
of the most effective 
ways to protect the 
Amazon, the world’s 
largest rainforest and 
a huge carbon store 
that helps slow down 
global warming. But 
President Bolsonaro, a 
climate change sceptic 
who is supported by 
powerful agribusiness 
leaders, considers them 
too big for the num-
ber of people who live 

there and an obstacle to 
development.

The president, whose 
own father was a garim-
peiro, is particularly 
critical of the extension 
of the Yanomami ter-
ritory, established in 
1992 in a region where 
vast mineral riches are 
located. Kopenawa, 
who lives in the state 
capital Boa Vista 
where he leads the in-
digenous association 
called Hutakara, said 
“Bolsonaro supports the 
garimpeiros” and had 
no interest in protecting 
the Yanomami. “Our 
territory is being disre-
spected,” he said. “And 
our calls for help are not 
being heard.”

In Congress, the 
Bolsonaro government 
is pushing an agenda 
that opponents warn 
poses an existential 
threat to the Amazon 
and, consequently, to 
indigenous people. The 
Chamber of Deputies 
is due to vote on a bill 
that would legalise the 

private occupation of 
public land. Another 
proposal could pave the 
way for the reduction 
of indigenous areas that 
already exist.

“Illegal miners have 
been emboldened… 
by a discourse that le-
gitimises their work,” 
Prosecutor Marugal 
said. “Indigenous com-
munities are under ex-
treme pressure”.

‘It’s obvious there’s no 
political will’

Kopenawa is the son 
of the respected sha-
man and leader David 
Kopenawa, who led the 
campaign that resulted 
in the creation of the 
Yanomami reserve. 
Nicknamed the Dalai 
Lama of the Rainforest, 
he told me when we met 
in 2014: “White men 
who have money, want 
more. They want to de-
stroy more. That’s their 
tradition: they’ve got no 
limit.”

Last year, illegal mining 

devastated an area 
equivalent to 500 foot-
ball fields on Yanomami 
land, according to ISA, 
and is likely to result in 
even more destruction 
this year. Garimpeiros 
have also polluted riv-
ers with mercury, which 
is used to separate gold 
from mud, and are 
blamed for bringing al-
cohol, drugs and, most 
recently, Covid-19, into 
the communities.

If it is no secret where 
they are, why are they 
not being removed? 
“It’s obvious there’s no 
political will,” a former 
official at Funai, who 
quit last year because 
he “couldn’t stand it 
anymore,” told me. 
“There are some power-
ful people involved in 
illegal mining who may 
be able to limit or pre-
vent any action.”

Raids by Funai, which 
has suffered successive 
budget cuts, are carried 
out with the federal 
police, the army and 
Ibama, the environmen-
tal protection agency. 
They are so irregular, 
the former official add-
ed, that their impact is 
very limited and the 
garimpeiros quickly go 
back.

Joenia Wapichana, the 
only indigenous mem-
ber of parliament and 
a representative of 
Roraima, pointed to an 
ideological change at 
the agency, currently 
led by a federal police 
officer with links to 
agribusiness. “Funai 
used to be a friend of 
the indigenous people,” 
she told me. Now, she 
said, they oppose de-
mands by local com-
munities and even ask 
the police to investigate 
indigenous leaders who 
are critical of them.

Illegal Gold Miners Stalk Amazon, 
Authorities Look Away
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The Olympic champion posted a photo of him and 
partner Kasi Bennett, with their twin boys and 

one-year-old daughter Olympia Lightning.

Usain Bolt  
Welcomes Twin 

Sons Thunder 
and Saint Leo

Bolt, 34, announced 
the news on Instagram 
on Father’s Day, with a 
lightning bolt emoji next 
to each of his children’s 
names.

The Olympic champion 
posted a photo of him 

and partner Kasi Bennett, 
with their twin boys and 
one-year-old daughter 
Olympia Lightning.

The couple did not say 
when exactly the twins 
were born.

Bennett also posted a 
photo with the babies, 
saying Bolt was “the rock 
of this family and the 
greatest daddy to our little 

ones”.

Olympia Lightning was 
born in May 2020, and 
her name was announced 
publicly two months later.

Before her birth, Bolt had 
kept followers updated 

of Bennett’s pregnancy 
on his social media. 
However, neither he nor 
Bennett had posted about 
her pregnancy with the 
twins.

Bolt, a Jamaican sprinting 
icon, retired from athletics 
in 2017 and still holds the 
100m and 200m world 
records, making him the 
fastest man in history.

He is also the only man 
to have won three 100m 
Olympic titles and 23 ma-
jor gold medals during his 
career.

After leaving athletics he 
tried to play professional 
football, but then an-

nounced he was leaving 
sports entirely in 2019.

Bolt is not the first celeb-
rity to use a play on words 
when naming children.

In 2013 Kanye West and 
his wife Kim Kardashian 
West, who are currently 
separated, made head-
lines when they named 
their child North West.
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“The previous road was very small. 

Butlers Road project moving apace

By Monique Washington  

The Butlers Road project 
is moving apace, as exca-
vation works have been 
completed and retaining 
walls and driveways are 
currently being built.

In April, Minister of 
Public Works with-
in the Nevis Island 

Administration, Spencer 
Brand, announced that 
the NIA will be investing 
$3.8 million to enhance 
the road infrastructure 
in Butlers Village, St. 
James. About 5200 feet 
of road or approximately 
a mile will be completed.

Four lengths of roads are 
expected to be completed 
for this project - the Road 
into Butlers from the 
Butlers Health Center to 
the top of the Hill by the 
old church; the two strip 
Road to the top of the hill; 
the road at the first inter-
section heading towards 
the Butlers Community 
centre, and the widening 

of the road by the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church 
from 12-14 feet to 17 feet.

Speaking with the 
Observer, Director of 
Public Works Jevon 
Williams informed that 
currently, a number of 
private citizens are under-
taking the works of build-
ing retaining walls in the 

area.

“Right now we are doing 
the retaining walls. The 
excavation work has been 
completed to facilitate 
the widening of the road.  
The work, as in building 
the retaining walls, is be-
ing undertaken by private 
contractors in the area. 
Butlers,  Brick Kiln and 
close areas. Right now 
we have three contractors 
on site, but more are ex-
pected to come. To build 
the retaining walls and 
driveway will take just 
about eight weeks.” 

Williams said that the 
project will greatly 

improve the road works 
in that community.

“The previous road 
was very small. It was 
just about 12 feet, and 
sometimes two vehicles 
were unable to pass at 
the same time.  The road 
by the Butlers junction 
(Dominos College) to the 
top by the Morton Church 

will be 16 feet. On one 
side there will be a curve 
gutter and the other side 
concrete.” 

Williams noted that the 
villagers have been very 
respectful, despite the fact 
that they have been wait-
ing on this road for a long 
time. 

He stated that once the re-
taining walls, driveways 
and drainage are com-
pleted, then the digging 
up of the road and paving 
will move quickly. At this 
time, no completion date 
has been announced.
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Caribbean Airlines to Lay Off 25 Percent  
of Workforce

Caribbean Airlines (CAL) 
on Monday announced a 
loss of TT$172.7 million 
as well as a 75 percent 
decline in revenue, com-
pared to the same period 
in 2020.

In a statement, the air-
line said that the figures 
represented its unaudited 
financial results for the 
first quarter of 2021. It 
has also announced a sig-
nificant reduction in its 
workforce with at least 
450 jobs being lost.

Caribbean Airlines said 
that the losses follow a 
similar downturn in 2020, 
which saw an operating 
loss of TT$738 million 
compared to operating 
profits for 2018 and 2019.
Since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 

and the suspension of 
operations at its base in 
Trinidad and Tobago, the 
airline has seen passenger 
numbers plummet, and 
flight numbers reduced 
to less than 10 percent of 
normal operations

Despite this, the airline 
said it has continued to 
offer services on many 

of its routes and provided 
invaluable repatriation 
flights for Caribbean 
citizens.

The airline said that the 
recent announcement 
by Prime Minister Dr. 
Keith Rowley that the 
borders of Trinidad and 
Tobago may soon reopen 
“is welcome news, but 

all forecasts suggest that 
the recommencement of 
travel will not be in the 
same volumes as they 
were pre-COVID.

“Therefore, until air trav-
el regains its pre-COVID 
momentum the airline 
will need to adjust its 
operations to cater for a 
reduced scale of demand 

after the opening of the 
borders. Put simply, pas-
senger demand in the 
short to medium term is 
not going to recover suffi-
ciently to support the ex-
isting company structure 
after the reopening of the 
borders.”

The airline said that as a 
consequence, it is required 
to take further steps to en-
sure it has a sustainable 
business model for 2021 
and beyond. It said these 
steps include major cost 
reductions in all areas of 
the airline’s operations, 
specifically its human 
resource complement, its 
fleet and other assets, and 
its route network.

“As part of the streamlin-
ing strategy, the number 
of jets in the fleet will 
be reduced, for the time 

being, over the course of 
2021. Its route network 
will also be adjusted to re-
flect the changing market. 
In terms of employees, 
the airline has determined 
that 25 percent of its 
workforce or about 450 
positions throughout its 
network is surplus to its 
current needs.

“The Company will 
embark on consultation 
with the employees and 
other stakeholders, with 
respect to treating with 
this surplus labour situ-
ation,” the airline said in 
the statement.

Last week, Finance 
Minister Colm Imbert 
said that the government 
is hoping that the airline 
would return in a much 
more “efficient shape and 
form”.
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“I would do so because I want to see 
the best for Nevis. I want them to 

see the best for themselves .”

Premier: Nevis’ 
vaccination  
numbers not 

where we  
want them

By Monique Washington  

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley has once again 
expressed his dismay 
with vaccine hesitancy in 
Nevis, and warns emphat-
ically that COVID-19 
“has come to kill”.

The Premier reported that 
as of Wednesday, 5099 
people in Nevis received 
the AstraZeneca vaccine, 
with 2993 people being 
fully vaccinated.

“35% of people are fully 
vaccinated out of our tar-
get population and 24% 
of the total population in 
the general population. In 
Nevis, the numbers are 
not where we want them 
to be. We are asking you 
to go out. We are making 
the vaccination centres 
available to you.” 

Brantley said that most of 
the people that would have 
taken the vaccination thus 
far are not locals however, 
but non- nationals.

“The non-nationals know 
that vaccines are scarce. 
So the efforts of the gov-
ernment, in making the 
vaccines available at the 
clinics for free to every-
body ages 18 and above, 

people flooded in to take 
the vaccine; persons who 
were not Nevisian.” 

The Premier said that he 
has heard a number of ex-
cuses from residents for 
their reasons for not tak-
ing the vaccine. He said 
that he would “get on my 
knees” and beg the people 
to protect themselves.

“I would do so because 
I want to see the best for 
Nevis. I want them to see 

the best for themselves .”

Brantley said that the NIA 
has taken the decision 
to open Health Centers 
on the island every day, 
including Saturday and 
Sunday, to allow unvac-
cinated persons to get im-
munized. He advised that 
the first batch of vaccines 
expires on June 30.

“We said the clinics and 
vaccination centres are 
open, please go out and 
get your vaccine. Every 
day we’re saying that this 
is the only science that we 
have available to us at this 
point. It is for our people 
to go out and get vacci-
nated. That is what we are 
urging our people to do. 
Do not let the vaccines 

expire; do not let them go 
to waste.

“COVID 19 is no re-
specter of you. It is no 
respecter of me. COVID 
is not a respecter of per-
sons. COVID has come 
to kill. The evidence of 
it is in our country, be-
cause we have recorded 
3 deaths from COVID, 
and we have people in the 
hospital.” 

Brantley asserted that he 

will not “sugarcoat” the 
COVID situation on the 
island, and people need 
to understand the serious-
ness of the virus.

“Nevisians want us to su-
garcoat things, but when 
you’re dealing with life 
and death, there is no 
sugarcoating, because 
you’re dealing with life 
and death, and when 
death comes it is final. It 
is final. We do not want 
anybody to die. We don’t 
want anybody to get so 
sick.” 

Brantley said that right 
now the vaccine provides 
the best solution, “it is not 
a perfect solution, we un-
derstand that, but it’s the 
best solution.” 

Premier Hon Mark Brantley disappointed in vaccine hesitancy in Nevis 
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As your conscience has been quickened 
by the Holy Spirit, you have seen some-
thing of the evil of sin, of its power, its 
guilt, its woe; and you look upon it with 
abhorrence. You feel that sin has separat-
ed you from God, that you are in bond-
age to the power of evil. The more you 
struggle to escape, the more you realize 
your helplessness. Your motives are im-
pure; your heart is unclean. You see that 
your life has been filled with selfishness 
and sin. You long to be forgiven, to be 
cleansed, to be set free. Harmony with 
God, likeness to Him—what can you do 
to obtain it? 

It is peace that you need—Heaven’s 
forgiveness and peace and love in the 
soul. Money cannot buy it, intellect 
cannot procure it, wisdom cannot at-
tain to it; you can never hope, by your 
own efforts, to secure it. But God offers 
it to you as a gift, “without money and 
without price.” Isaiah 55:1. It is yours 
if you will but reach out your hand and 
grasp it. The Lord says, “Though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they be red like crim-
son, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18. 
“A new heart also will I give you, and a 
new spirit will I put within you.” Ezekiel 
36:26. 

You have confessed your sins, and in 
heart put them away. You have resolved 
to give yourself to God. Now go to Him, 
and ask that He will wash away your 
sins and give you a new heart. Then be-
lieve that He does this because He has 
promised. This is the lesson which Jesus 
taught while He was on earth, that the 
gift which God promises us, we must 
believe we do receive, and it is ours. 
Jesus healed the people of their diseases 
when they had faith in His power; He 
helped them in the things which they 
could see, thus inspiring them with 
confidence in Him concerning things 
which they could not see—leading them 
to believe in His power to forgive sins. 
This He plainly stated in the healing of 
the man sick with palsy: “That ye may 
know that the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, (then saith He to the 
sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, 
and go unto thine house.” Matthew 9:6. 
So also John the evangelist says, speak-
ing of the miracles of Christ, “These are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through His 
name.” John 20:31. 

From the simple Bible account of how 
Jesus healed the sick, we may learn 
something about how to believe in Him 
for the forgiveness of sins. Let us turn 

to the story of the paralytic at Bethesda. 
The poor sufferer was helpless; he had 
not used his limbs for thirty-eight years. 
Yet Jesus bade him, “Rise, take up thy 
bed, and walk.” The sick man might 
have said, “Lord, if Thou wilt make me 
whole, I will obey Thy word.” But, no, 
he believed Christ’s word, believed that 
he was made whole, and he made the 
effort at once; he willed to walk, and 
he did walk. He acted on the word of 
Christ, and God gave the power. He was 
made whole. 

In like manner you are a sinner. You can-
not atone for your past sins; you cannot 
change your heart and make yourself 
holy. But God promises to do all this 
for you through Christ. You believe that 
promise. You confess your sins and give 
yourself to God. You will to serve Him. 
Just as surely as you do this, God will 
fulfill His word to you. If you believe the 
promise,—believe that you are forgiven 
and cleansed,—God supplies the fact; 
you are made whole, just as Christ gave 
the paralytic power to walk when the 
man believed that he was healed. It is so 
if you believe it. 

Do not wait to feel that you are made 
whole, but say, “I believe it; it is so, not 
because I feel it, but because God has 
promised.” 

Jesus says, “What things soever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye shall have them.” 
Mark 11:24. There is a condition to this 
promise—that we pray according to the 
will of God. But it is the will of God 
to cleanse us from sin, to make us His 
children, and to enable us to live a holy 
life. So we may ask for these blessings, 
and believe that we receive them, and 
thank God that we have received them. 
It is our privilege to go to Jesus and be 
cleansed, and to stand before the law 
without shame or remorse. “There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
Romans 8:1. 

Henceforth you are not your own; you 
are bought with a price. “Ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold; ... but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot.” 1 Peter 1:18, 
19. Through this simple act of believing 
God, the Holy Spirit has begotten a new 
life in your heart. You are as a child born 
into the family of God, and He loves you 
as He loves His Son. 

Steps to Christ          
Chapter 6—Faith and Acceptance

Ellen G. White 

Writings
Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. White. All Rights Reserved.
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REMARKS BY DR. THE HONOURABLE NATALIO D. WHEATLEY
DEPUTY PREMIER 

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, CULTURE, YOUTH AFFAIRS, AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES
‘A VALUE CHAIN APPROACH FOR INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE RECOVERY OF TOURISM’:  

HOW TO ESTABLISH MORE EFFECTIVE LINKAGES IN THE TOURISM ECOSYSTEM?
UNDP REGIONAL POLICY DIALOGUES (4/5)

FUTURE-TOURISM: RETHINKING TOURISM AND MSMES IN TIMES OF COVID-19
10TH JUNE 2021

Ms. Tonni Brodber, 
Representative of UN 
Women for the Caribbean;

Ms. Valerie Cliff, UNDP 
Resident Representative 
for Barbados and the 
Eastern Caribbean;

Mr. Neil Walters, 
Secretary General (Ag) 
of the Caribbean Tourism 
Organization (CTO);

Fellow Panellists; and 
Viewers watching online 
via UWITV;

A pleasant good morning.

I am pleased to give 
remarks on behalf of 
Premier and Minister 
responsible for Tourism, 
Hon. Andrew A. Fahie.

I would like to first thank 
UNDP for the very gener-
ous invitation to partici-
pate in this timely regional 
policy dialogue as we 
consider how to best ac-
celerate the recovery of 
the tourism sector from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
with particular emphasis 
on MSMEs. 

In response to your ques-
tions Madam moderator, 
let me begin by saying 
that the British Virgin 
Islands (BVI) is open for 
business and is a safe des-
tination for travellers. US 
News and World Report 
recently ranked the BVI 
number two in terms of 
the best places to visit 
in the Caribbean. Our 
COVID-19 cases cur-
rently stand at three and 
have largely remained in 
single digits due to our ro-
bust health and entry pro-
tocols. I start here because 

this is what currently un-
derpins confidence in our 
destination. There is very 
low risk of infection.

 The BVI tourism model 
is actually one that is 
mixed. Our tourism prod-
uct has marine, cruise 
and overnight land-based 
components. This mix 
has allowed us over the 
years to expand economic 
inclusion and local par-
ticipation in the tourism 
sector, which accounted 
for the largest share of 
employment in 2019.

For example, the yacht-
ing industry is serviced by 
retail and wholesale busi-
nesses and marinas; the 
cruise sector is serviced 
by tour operators and the 
taxi industry; and over-
night visitors are served 
by local restaurants and 
shops.

It is true that we have a 
specific niche in sailing 
and attract visitors whose 
spend is relatively high. 
The current resiliency of 
this segment of the mar-
ket has a lot to do with 
the duration of time visi-
tors spend in the BVI for 
sailing activities. When 
an individual, family or 
group visits for a sailing 
or fishing holiday, they 
tend to stay for a week 
or more to maximise the 
experience. In the current 
environment, longer stays 
are more conducive for 
visitors, especially when 
you consider quarantine 
requirements. Of course, 
if you are vaccinated, then 
the quarantine window 
is just two days, pend-
ing a negative PCR test. 
We are also preparing to 

remove the quarantine re-
quirement for vaccinated 
persons, which will be an-
nounced shortly.

Cruise tourism is also a 
critical part of our tour-
ism mix. Our taxi drivers 
and tour operators depend 
on demand from cruise 
passengers for tours. Our 
local shops and restau-
rants benefit from their 
spending. Cruise tourism 
is desirable at a level that 
is environmentally and 
socially sustainable over 
the long-term. We are 
currently studying this 
issue to find the right bal-
ance, but cruise tourism 
will remain a feature of 
our destination. The first 
cruise passengers since 
we reopened the sea bor-
ders are scheduled to ar-
rive next week.

As the BVI presses ahead 
with the safe and sustain-
able recovery of the tour-
ism sector, we want to 
strengthen the economic 
linkages between tourism 
and the specific sectors 
where there can be syner-
gies that benefit MSMEs. 
Among other things, 
we want to see a stron-
ger linkage between the 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
sectors and the hospital-
ity industry. This will not 
only support and sustain 
the livelihoods of our 
local farmers and fisher-
man, but it will also add 
to our authenticity as a 
destination. We have al-
ready taken initial steps to 
increase agricultural and 
fisheries output and will 
continue to promote local 
inputs on the menus of 
restaurants and hotels. 

In the yachting industry, 
we want to encourage 
more spinoff opportuni-
ties for MSMEs in terms 
of provisioning (i.e. food, 
drink, supplies) for yacht 
charters, as well as the 
cleaning, maintenance 
and servicing of vessels. 
MSMEs can do some of 
this work. Toward this 
end, we want to increase 
training and support for 
workers and business 
owners in the relevant 
areas. We are already see-
ing the positive results 
of our initial efforts with 
the recent graduation 
of a cohort of students 
from a marine training 
programme at the H. 
Lavity Stoutt Community 
College

On our beach fronts, 
such as Brandywine Bay, 
our intention is to lease 
spaces for vendors to 
offer services for food, 
drink and leisure. Longer 
term, we will develop ad-
ditional tourism corridors 
across our various islands 
in which we will invite 
members of the local 
communities to be share-
holders in the economic 
development projects that 
will broaden the base of 
our tourism infrastructure.

Our existing tourism 
corridors, such as Cane 
Garden on Tortola, and 
those on the Sister Islands, 
will continue to be at the 
heart of the tourism sec-
tor’s recovery. The many 
MSMEs that service 
these areas are poised for 
the expected increase in 
visitors.  

We also see a major op-
portunity in the Creative 

Industries to boost 
Cultural Tourism. The 
BVI has untapped poten-
tial in terms of displaying 
and promoting our cul-
tural heritage and the arts. 
Opportunities are ripe here 
for MSMEs and budding 
entrepreneurs. To support 
this, we have designated 
November as Tourism 
and Culture month, which 
features cultural festivals 
and events. We also plan 
to establish additional 
festivals throughout the 
year and will be working 
to create additional plat-
forms for the display of 
our cultural heritage and 
the arts where it would 
be most beneficial to arti-
sans, performers, vendors 
and MSMEs.

While we are very opti-
mistic about the future 
prospects for tourism, we 
have not forgotten about 
the negative impact of 
the pandemic on already 
vulnerable groups such 
as women. Women make 
up the majority of the 
workforce in the tourism 
sector and bore the brunt 
of layoffs triggered by the 
pandemic. There was also 
a disproportionate impact 
on migrant workers. The 
unemployment situation 
of youth is particularly 
concerning, especially 
among young men.

The Government has 
done the best we can to 
provide financial and so-
cial assistance to those 
in need through our un-
employment insurance 
scheme, public assistance 
programmes and eco-
nomic stimulus package.

While things remain 

difficult for many, we are 
very confident that as the 
tourism sector recovers 
and demand picks up, that 
many of those economi-
cally displaced will be 
called back to work where 
their skills are needed to 
support businesses. In the 
meantime, we will con-
tinue making efforts to 
provide people with train-
ing to succeed in the tour-
ism industry and those 
sectors where synergies 
can be found, including 
Agriculture, Fisheries and 
the Cultural Industries. As 
mentioned earlier, we are 
already seeing the posi-
tive results of our initial 
efforts with the tourism 
training certification of a 
cohort of students at the H. 
Lavity Stoutt Community 
College.

 I would like to wrap up 
my intervention by saying 
that I am hopeful about 
the future of tourism. The 
steadily increasing pace 
of vaccinations in source 
markets in North America 
and Europe is creating a 
more conducive environ-
ment for international 
travel. Likewise, as the 
Caribbean’s own rate of 
vaccination increases, we 
will be better positioned 
to receive visitors. Let us 
forge ahead.

Thank you once again to 
UNDP for the inclusion 
of the BVI in the Future-
Tourism project and for 
the previous round of 
support to our MSMEs in 
2020 during the height of 
the pandemic. 
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