
The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 2nd, 2021 NewSPage:1



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 2nd, 2021 NewSPage:2 NewsPage:2 LOCAL NEWS

“It is not ready yet. When it is ready we 
will come forward with it. We know how 

to manage, and have to ensure we 
 manage in such a way that if adversity 

comes, we do not have to go  
begging for $234M.”

Second stimulus on  
the horizon

By Loshaun Dixon 

A second stimulus pack-
age is on the way for the 
people of St Kitts and 
Nevis, to assist struggling 
individuals and fami-
lies to manage through 
imposed protocols dur-
ing the latest spread of 
COVID-19.

Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance Dr. 
Timothy Harris noted that 
near 200 million lost their 
jobs around the world, 
meaning that St. Kitts and 
Nevis is not entirely on its 
own in this regard.

“When we look at our St. 
Kitts and Nevis and com-
pare what is happening 
here to what is happening 

elsewhere, we feel proud 
that we are Kittitians and 
Nevisians. We are doing 
better than many all over 
the world.”

He said while the re-
sponse was not perfect 
and there are still chal-
lenges, the Federation is 
doing better than most. 

“When the time is right, 
I will come to the people 
who I love. The people 
who have reposed their 
trust in me in 2015 
and again in 2020, and 
provide them with the 
wherewithal, in accor-
dance with the capacity 
of the state to do so.

“We’re not waiting, we 

know what we have to do 
for the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.”

Dr. Harris said the federal 
cabinet are already talk-
ing about the stimulus. 

“It is not ready yet. When 
it is ready we will come 
forward with it. We know 
how to manage, and have 
to ensure we manage in 
such a way that if adver-
sity comes, we do not 
have to go begging for 
$234M.”

Dr Harris said that de-
spite the challenges, the 
government was still able 
to pay civil servants and 
other bills on time. He 
noted that current lock-
down regulations were set 

with the people in mind, 
to be able to do business 
at month end when most 
salaries are paid.

“Why you think we didn’t 
do a seven-day lockdown 
full speed, because we 
appreciate the hardship 
and the difficulty some 
will experience, and we 
say we will not go full 
throttle and will give our 
people the opportunity to 
come out in a disciplined 
way.”

He said in due time they 
will come to address the 
matter of the stimulus.

The Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis in March 
2020 announced a $120 

million stimulus package, 
described as the largest 
and most comprehensive 
response on a per capita 
basis to COVID-19. The 
package included a plan 
to mitigate the impact of 
fallout from the corona-
virus on the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

Prime Minister Harris 
announced at the time 
that his administration 
was providing “a $1,000 
grant by Social Security, 
the $500 PAP programme 
was to be extended, we 
waived water charges for 
three months in the first 
instance, we instituted a 
moratorium on electric-
ity bills for three months, 
and a moratorium on 
mortgage payments for 

six months”.

Additionally, the 
Government reduced 
corporation tax from 33 
percent to 25 percent over 
the pertinent period, and 
also reduced taxes on un-
incorporated businesses 
by 50 percent - from 4 
percent to 2 percent - to 
mitigate the impact on 
institutions.

 Moreover, in its efforts 
to jumpstart construc-
tion post-COVID-19, the 
Team Unity Government 
made an injection of $30 
million to support mort-
gage financing, through 
the Development Bank of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris

31st March
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By Loshaun Dixon   

The State of Emergency 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
has been extended for 
six months, after the 
Resolution to do so 
received the required 
parliamentary approval 
Monday evening.

The extension of the State 
of Emergency takes effect 
from July 07, 2021. This 
date coincides with the 
end of the current State of 
Emergency which was de-
clared by His Excellency 
the Governor-General 
Sir S.W. Tapley Seaton 
from Tuesday 15th June 
2021, until 11:59 pm on 
Tuesday 6th July 2021.

The mover of the 
Resolution, Prime 
Minister Dr Timothy 
Harris, said the State of 
Emergency has become a 
critical tool to assist in the 
fight against COVID-19.

“Since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
last year March, we have 
utilized this tool to help us 
control the virus.”

He said with the continu-
ing community spread, 
there is a need for the 
State of Emergency to 
be extended beyond July 
6, as the COVID-19 pan-
demic still presents an 
existential threat to the 
lives and livelihoods of 
the people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.  

“We have come today, 
ahead of the expiry date 
of the current state of 
emergency, to seek an ex-
tension for a period of six 
months.”

The Prime Minister said 
the Resolution was the 
largest legal mechanism 
that can be used to control 
the spread of the virus.

“I want to reiterate my 
call for all persons in St. 
Kitts and Nevis to stay 
at home, including their 
yard space, and minimize 
contact with others out-
side of their household, 
during the period of the 
lockdown.”

He reminded that the 
legality of the State of 
Emergency was chal-
lenged in the high court 
last year by the opposi-
tion, who eventually lost 
the case.

The Prime Minister said 
the government was en-
abling all tools available 
to fight the deadly virus.  

“Ours is a life-first strat-
egy and we will make 
difficult decisions to keep 
our people safe.

“It is clear that a State of 
Emergency is required to 
contain the community 
spread of COVID-19 in 
St. Kitts and Nevis, and to 
prevent the overwhelm-
ing of our health system 
and to save lives.”

He added that the mea-
sures they were seeking 
to get parliamentary ap-
proval for, were being 
brought for one reason.

“We could not as a 
government allow a 
situation to occur where 
COVID-19 is allowed 
to run uncontrolled and 
lives are put at risk. The 
government knows these 

measures will disappoint 
some and inconvenience 
many, but these tempo-
rary inconveniences are a 
small price to pay to save 
the lives of many.”

He said the government 
will continue its all-of-
society approach

“We will continue to 
work with all sectors of 
the community. and we 
will continue to encour-
age people to be vacci-
nated, because it still is 
the best and most pow-
erful tool in our arsenal 
to fight the COVID pan-
demic. We will continue 
to work closely with those 
who support community 
immunization.

“When people’s lives are 
at stake, you either do or 
you don’t, you’re either 
for or against. There is no 
basis for neutrality, be-
cause life is too precious.”

Minister of Foreign 
Affairs in the Federal 
Cabinet, Mark Brantley, 
said the resolution ought 
not to cause any alarm to 
the people of St Kitts and 
Nevis.

“For the members of the 
public, all that we are 
seeking to do today is 
to continue the State of 
Emergency already in 
existence.

“We understand that 
some members of the 
public naturally hear State 
of Emergency and think 
alarm, and I believe all of 
us should understand that 
this is merely a constitu-
tional mechanism to en-
sure that everything was 

done in terms of keeping 
our people safe, in accor-
dance with law, and hav-
ing the full backing of the 
constitution and laws of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.”

He said it was a fight 
that all needed to be in 
together. 

“Each and every one of us 
has to realize we have an 
obligation, a personal re-
sponsibility, to ensure that 

this invisible enemy does 
not take any more lives in 
St. Kitts and Nevis.”

Brantley said the govern-
ment has behaved respon-
sibly at every step.

“It is not to say every de-
cision all will agree with. I 
believe we have behaved 
responsibly at every step. 
We have listened to the 

experts and implemented 
protocols they have ad-
vised us to do.”

The extension to the State 
of Emergency follows last 
Friday’s announcement 
by Prime Minister Harris, 
of a 24-hour lockdown 
for the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis. He explained 
that the shelter-in-place 
order was critical to halt 
the spread of COVID-19 
within the community.

State of Emergency extended  
for six months

Dr. Timothy Harris and 
Mr. Mark Brantley
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What do the Churches say about taking  
COVID-19 vaccines?

EdItorIal

EDITORIAL

Vaccine detractors use many arguments for their stance against taking 
the COVID-19 vaccines. One such argument is because it is against their 
religious beliefs.
As it relates to thoughts and comments on vaccination, below we have 
quoted from the highest levels of representation globally, for the three 
leading denominations in St. Kitts and Nevis. 
The Roman Catholic Church:
"All vaccinations recognized as clinically safe and effective can be 
used in good conscience with the certain knowledge that the use of 
such vaccines does not constitute formal cooperation with the abortion 
from which the cells used in production of the vaccines derive” … “the 
morality of vaccination depends not only on the duty to protect one's own 
health, but also on the duty to pursue the common good."
"In the absence of other means to stop or even prevent the epidemic, the 
common good may recommend vaccination, especially to protect the 
weakest and most exposed."
Thus, the California Catholic Conference strongly encourages Catholics 
to receive a safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine for the sake of oneself, 
our loved ones, and the common good.
If some of the faithful choose not to take the vaccine for reasons of 
conscience, the Vatican says those persons "must do their utmost to avoid 
… becoming vehicles for the transmission of the infectious agent.
The Anglican Church:
In an article written for the British newspaper The Guardian, former 
Archbishop of Canterbury Dr. Rowan Williams said that the G7 must act 
to end “vaccine apartheid”. 
He said: “Future generations will look back with incredulity at our failure 
so far to do what is necessary for global public health in the course of 
this pandemic”.
And according to the Anglican Communion News Service, Prominent 
Anglicans added their names to a letter written by faith leaders from 
around the world calling for an increase in the production of Covid 
vaccines, and an end to vaccine nationalism.
The religious leaders concluded their letter by saying: “this 
unprecedented public health crisis calls, above all, for global solidarity, 
for all people to stand together as brothers and sisters. The same spirit of 
unity and common purpose that has driven scientists to develop Covid-19 
vaccines at breathtaking speed, that drives the care of those tending to 
the sick, must also inspire the leaders of government, civil society and 
the private sector to massively ramp up vaccine production so there are 
sufficient doses for every person in the world to be vaccinated. . .
“As religious leaders, we join our voices to the call for vaccines that 
are made available to all people as a global common good – a People’s 
Vaccine. This is the only way to end the pandemic.”

The Seventh-day Adventist Church:
“The Seventh-day Adventist Church places strong emphasis on health 
and well-being. The Adventist health emphasis is based on biblical 
revelation, the inspired writing of Ellen G. White (co-founder of 
the Church), and on peer-reviewed scientific literature. As such, we 
encourage responsible immunization/vaccination, and have no religious 
or faith-based reason not to encourage our adherents to responsibly 
participate in protective and preventive immunization programs. 
We value the health and safety of the population, which includes the 
maintenance of ‘herd immunity.’

“We are not the conscience of the individual church member, and 
recognize individual choices. These are exercised by the individual. The 
choice not to be immunized is not and should not be seen as the dogma 
nor the doctrine of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.”
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41,850 vaccine doses administered  
as batch expires

“We set to work. We went to every community centre 
in every village educating, informing and fighting 

back fake news and misinformation. 

Medical Chief of Staff Dr. Cameron Wilkinson was among the first to receive a COVID jab in SKN

By Loshaun Dixon   

41,850 doses (22,937-first 
doses and 18,913-second 
doses) of the Oxford 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 
vaccines were admin-
istered in St. Kitts and 
Nevis before the batch 
would have been expired 
and discarded.

The batch of the vaccines 

in the Federation expired 
Wednesday, following 
the campaign that was 
launched on February 22.

Medical Chief of Staff 
at the JNF Hospital Dr 
Cameron Wilkinson in 
a statement hailed the 
work done to get citizens 
vaccinated.

“We started on February 
22nd with our vaccination 
roll out. We had a batch 
of Oxford AstraZeneca 
vaccines with a mini-
mum of 41,600 doses to 
be delivered into the arms 
of our citizens and resi-
dents. Every dose had to 

be delivered on or before 
June 30th or be discarded 
or given away as we see 
happening in St. Vincent. 

“We set to work. We 
went to every community 
centre in every village 
educating, informing and 
fighting back fake news 
and misinformation. It 
wasn’t easy, but we didn’t 
give up. Thank God the 

people of the federation 
listened to sound reason-
ing and exercised good 
judgment and responded. 
They understood that 
while it was a choice, 
the only option that gave 
them a fighting chance at 
life was the vaccine.”

As of Wednesday, the 
federation reached 69.4 
percent of adults with 
one shot and 57.2 per-
cent adults are now fully 
vaccinated.  

Dr Wilkinson said the 
41,850 doses bring the 
federation closer to herd 
immunity.

.“I applaud all who helped 
us achieve this high vac-
cination coverage which 
puts us within reach of 
a major milestone - that 
of having 70 percent of 
adults fully vaccinated. I 
also applaud all who got 
vaccinated not just to pro-
tect themselves, but those 
who are dependent on 
them for protection.”

He said the vaccination 
campaign will restart 
when more doses be-
come available.

“This batch is completed. 
We hopefully will restart 
our vaccination program 
once more doses are 
available. The people of 
the Federation are in a 
much safer place now 
compared to February 
22nd. Continue to put 
Country Above Self. Stay 
safe and do not forget to 
adopt the Covid -19 ap-
propriate behaviour as 
you move around today. “
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Culturama 47 scaled back even more 

By Monique Washington   

The annual summer festi-
val in Nevis, ‘Culturama’, 
is moving apace for later 
this month, but more 
events including Ms. 
Culture Swimwear and 
the Mr. Kool Contest, that 
were scheduled to take 
place on August 1, have 
been removed from the 
calendar of activities.

On Tuesday (June 
29) Premier Mark 
Brantley announced that 
Culturama, which will 
be hosted from July 29 to 
August 3, will have some 
events cancelled due to 
further restrictions as a 
result of COVID-19.

“Culturama is moving 
ahead, but it will be scaled 
down even more than 
what it was prior. Scaled 
down, as we know, be-
cause of the COVID-19 
situation.”

Chairman of the Nevis 
Culturama Committee, 
Antonio Liburd, provided 
specific details as it re-
lated to the changes.

“I wish to clarify that 
the calendar of activities 
would be revised, and 
very shortly we will be 
putting out the revised 
schedule of activities. So, 
Culturama itself is not 
cancelled, the other ac-
tivities that were planned 
as part of the Culturama 
47 celebrations will con-
tinue as planned, however 
the dates for the events 
will be revised, and very 
shortly, said calendar of 
activities would be made 
public.” 

Meanwhile, the com-
mittee paid close atten-
tion to the effects of the 
COVID-19 (Prevention 
and Control) Act, 2020 
and the Statutory Rules 
and Orders, which called 
for everyone to be com-
pliant with the safety mea-
sures provided therein. 

On Tuesday, a final deci-
sion was made to cancel 
Ms. Culture Swimwear 
and the Mr. Kool Contest

“While we note that 
this decision comes as 
a disappointment to the 

prospective participants, 
the Culturama Committee 
believes that the health 
and safety of the con-
testants themselves, the 
patrons and its staff, is 
paramount and essential 
to preventing the further 
spread of the COVID-19 
virus,” a release read. 

Meanwhile the com-
mittee announced that 
the Culturama Senior  
Calypso competition for 
this year will see 16 com-
petitors taking on reigning 
King Andrew Hollywood 
Nisbett. The line-up 
includes: King Astro, 
King Dis ‘n’ Dat, Baker, 
Bad Man Polo, Puppa 
Wheeler, Nutsy, Enforcer, 
Mighty Wingie, Sookie, 
King Irwin, Mighty 
Kairo, De Undertaker, 
Lady Destiny, Bahowlah 
the Meek, Kedo, and 
Murray.

Though there will be no 
physical J’ouvert, street 
parade or Last Lap Jump 
up, a virtual “Jam where 
you are Emancipation 
J’ouvert” event forms 
part of the activities.

Minister of Culture Hon Eric Evelyn  Culturama 45
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“as a consequence, many who traversed  
those roads saw that people were forced  

to run water into the streets, and some of their 
yards would overflow because they  

had nowhere to put, particularly, grey water, 
and so we intervened,” he said.

By Monique Washington   

The Cherry Garden soak-
away remediation project 
that began in late May, 
has been completed, and 
has come in under budget. 

This is according to the 
Premier of Nevis, Hon. 
Mark Brantley.

The Ministry of Public 
Works oversaw the com-
pletion of the $280,000 
project.

During his Press 
Conference on Tuesday 
(June 29), the Premier 
applauded the Minister 
of Public Works, Hon. 
Spencer Brand, the 
Minister in charge of 
Nevis Housing and 
Land Development 
Cooperation (NHLDC), 
Hon. Alexis Jeffers, and 
his entire cabinet, for sup-
porting the initiative to 
bring relief to the people 
of Cherry Garden.

The project began on May 
25, and under the direc-
tives of the project man-
ager Alistair Thomson, 
was able to be completed 
by June 16, and under 
budget

“The project was bud-
geted to cost $280,000, 
but was completed at a 
cost of $277,470.85. So, 

the project came in about 
two and a half thousand 
dollars short of what it 
was budgeted to cost. I 
think that we did well in 
the circumstances, and we 
were able to bring relief 
30 homes in the Cherry 
Garden neighborhood,” 
Brantley said.

He noted that the issue at 
Cherry Garden has been 
“longstanding”, where 
homes were built in the 
area through the NHLDC, 
under the former Nevis 
Reformation Party admin-
istration, “but the soak-
away and sewage systems 
were inadequate”.

“As a consequence, many 
who traversed those roads 
saw that people were 
forced to run water into 
the streets, and some of 
their yards would over-
flow because they had no-
where to put, particularly, 
grey water, and so we in-
tervened,” he said.

Brantley said that engi-
neers were sent to assess 
the issues, and having 
done that assessment, 
some 30 homeowners 
were found to have the 
problem of defective 
soakaways and/or sewage 
problems.

“I have heard from many 
people of the community 

of Cherry Garden, who 
have expressed how 
happy they are that finally 
this problem that they pur-
chased is fixed. I said they 
purchased the problem, 
because obviously when 
they bought the homes 
they did not know. So, 
they purchased a problem, 
and the government has 
now fixed the problem.”

 

Brantley revealed that 
since the Cherry Garden 
Project began, they have 
been receiving several 
calls from homeowners 
to fix their septic systems 
- systems that are not re-
lated to Cherry Gardens. 

“I just want people to 
understand that this was 
a specific project, spe-
cifically for the people of 
Cherry Garden, because 
we recognize that they 
had an issue that was not 
of their making. Those 
homes were built in a 
defective way, and con-
sequently they had this 
problem. So, we had an 
obligation to fix the prob-
lem. This is different to 
those whose septic sys-
tems are filled up over the 
years. I just want people to 
understand that this was a 
very specific programme, 
done to benefit the people 
of Cherry Garden.” 

Cherry Garden 
soakaway  

project  
completed  

under budget 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 2nd, 2021 NewSPage:8

A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CoNCEPt to
CrEatIoN

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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“I want to appeal to the general  
public: if you do not have to leave 
your homes, please stay at home.”

Long lines outside National Bank’s Central Street Branch 

thousands  turn  out  to  do business 
after  recent  lockdown

The queue at the Inland Revenue Department 

By Loshaun Dixon   

Thousands in St. Kitts 
turned out on Thursday 
to conduct business all 
around Basseterre after 
five days of lockdown. 
Long lines could be 
witnessed at major busi-
nesses that were allowed 
to operate.

Banks, supermarkets, 
the Inland Revenue and 
other financial services 
were packed with in-
dividuals trying to get 
business done before the 
24-hour lockdown returns 
Saturday.

The longest lines ob-
served by this publication 
were seen at both branch-
es of National Bank and 
at Ram’s Supermarket on 
Bay Road.

The Observer spoke to 
one female who was in 
the line at Ram’s, who 
said that on Saturday she 
tried to do her shopping 
but ran out of time, and 
had to shop at a  local 
shop in her community. 

She said she would wait 
however long it took to 
ensure she gets all her 
shopping done at Ram’s 
on Thursday.

Chair of the COVID-19 
Task Force, Abdias 
Samuel, thanked all the 
food distributors and re-

tailers throughout the fed-
eration for their patience 
and cooperation. He also 
acknowledged the police 
for facilitating the retail-
ers -  allowing their staff 
to restock their shelves 
and allowing them to go 
to their distributors for 
food items to restock.

Samuel also appealed to 
the public to only travel if 
necessary.

“I want to appeal to the 
general public: if you do 

not have to leave your 
homes, please stay at 
home.”

He urged all to consider 
one person from your 
household to shop on 
your behalf.

Samuel also implored the 

businesses to adhere to 
the protocols for the two 
off-days.

“I am asking retailers and 
distributors to do their 
best to ensure these proto-
cols are followed. Please 
ensure you limit the num-
ber of persons as per the 
capacity of 30 square feet 
per person within your 
establishment, and also 
ensure you have persons 
monitoring the highly 
touched areas and fre-
quent sanitizing is done.”

He pleaded with public 
transport service provid-
ers to do the same.

“I want to reach out to the 
public transport service 
providers. Please ensure 
your customers sanitize 
their hands before enter-
ing your vehicle, and also, 

they wear their masks 
where they are going.”

Divisional Commander 
for District A, 
Superintendent Cromwell 
Henry, urged persons to 
avoid situations that put 
them at risk of infection.

“We continue to solicit 
the cooperation of all, as 
we strive to flatten the 
curve. We have been get-
ting good cooperation and 
we continue to urge such 
cooperation.” 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 

SAINT CHRISTOPHER CIRCUIT 

A.D. 2021 

(PROBATE) 

SKBHPB2021/10038 

      In the  Estate MUSTAFA MIQDADI, late   
      of 2 Shawkat Sati Street, Abdoun, Amman,   
      Jordan, deceased.      
  

 ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION 

TAKE NOTICE that an application has been filed by Mr. Omar Miqdadi of Building 5, Ameen 

Merie, Amman, Jordan, Company Director in Jordan for a Grant of Letters of Administration in 

the estate of the above-named deceased who died on the 9th day of April 2020. 

Any persons having an objection to the grant of Letters of Administration to the application 

shall file an objection within 14 days of the publication of this Notice. 

 

     Dated the 28  day of June,  2021. 

Filed by Shawna Lake, Law Offices of Shawna Lake Chambers, Suite 200, Bayview Commercial 

Complex, Frigate Bay, St. Kitts,  Email: Shawnalake@sknalaw.com Attorney-at-Law for the 

Applicant. 

 

    [FIRST PUBLICATION] 

 

 

 

Congratulations and im-
mense gratitude to the 
members of the National 
Covid 19 Task Force, the

government and medical 
service who have worked, 
advised and acted in the 
best interest of the people

and residents of St Kitts 
and Nevis - since early in 
2020! With the resources 
available they have

counselled us, toiled to 
exhaustion and kept the 
public abreast of develop-
ments. They are keeping 
us

safer than anyone could 
have imagined. They 

cannot be blamed for per-
sons who cannot or will 
not

follow guidelines, or per-
haps, cannot understand 
instructions or will not 
listen to local advice.

Evidently, human nature 
is little changed since 
Christ uttered those words 
2000 years ago. The posts,

posturing and commen-
taries of the naysayers, 
the conspiracy theorists, 
the ignorant and even 
those

who only congratulate 
non-residents show 
clearly that human nature 

is immutable. Does this 
mean that

the teachings of Christ 
have still not filtered into 
our hearts and minds?

Now the first phase vac-
cination program is over 
and the first outbreak of 
Covid 19 is coming under

control, I pray that the 
Task Force members will 
be able to rest a while and 
recognize that there is a

large, though quiet, co-
hort that appreciates your 
endeavours.

S i n c e r e l y , 
Fully vaccinated

“ Jesus response to all this was:  
“No prophet is without honour  

except in his native place,
among his kindred, and in his own house”.  

Mark 6 verse 4.
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“I am told that most of them will be going back to 
the UK to wrap up the movie up there. I am hop-

ing that by the time they get back that we would 
have passed this point with the curfews”

Curfews, lockdowns  
will not impact the  

film industry in Nevis

By Monique Washington   

Lockdowns and curfews 
will have no impact on 
the film industry in Nevis, 
as early negotiations have 
allowed continued film-
ing during the restrictions. 

UK-based MSR Media, 
which has signed on to 

film a number of movies 
in Nevis for the next three 
years, will continue to do 
so without lockdown and 
curfew interruptions.

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley told the Observer 
during a press conference, 
that since the entire MSR 
Media team is fully vacci-
nated against COVID-19, 
very early they negotiated 
an exemption from the 
curfew, just for the pur-
pose of doing the filming 
at nights when they have 
to.

Brantley said that the 
last film that they were 
working on ‘One week in 
Paradise’ has just wrapped 
its filming in Nevis, and 
they will continue filming 
that particular movie in 
the UK.

“I am told that most of 
them will be going back 

to the UK to wrap up the 
movie up there. I am hop-
ing that by the time they 
get back that we would 
have passed this point 
with the curfews and 
lockdown,” he said.  

MSR Media began film-
ing their first movie in 
Nevis earlier this year. 
MSR was initially con-
tracted to complete two 
films - a romantic comedy 
“One Year Off” starring 
Chad Michael Collins and 
Nathalie Cox, and a thrill-
er “Assailant” starring 

Poppy Delevingne, Chad 
Michael Collins and 
Casper Van Dien.

The company later agreed 
to extend their two-movie 
deal to produce 3- 6 films 
per year for the next three 
years.

The two films were shot at 

various locations around 
Nevis including Chrishi 
Beach, Golden Rock Inn, 
Pinney’s Beach strip, and 
the historic Sugar Mill 
Ruins at New Castle.

Their third film “One 
week in Paradise’ began 
filming in early June.

Thus far, the filming in-
dustry has employed 80 
persons, and a number of 
local actors in the MSR 
Acting Academy have 
been given speaking roles 
in the movies.
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Whitman T. Browne,  
Ph. D.  (June 24, 2021).

There is that human be-
havior called conflicting 
consciousness.  It is in 
the sphere of abnormal 
behavior.  All human be-
ings have conflicting con-
sciousness experiences 
over time. One explana-
tion is, “Doing something 
one knows to be wrong, 
while avoiding, or de-
nying what is known to 
be right.”  Usually, it in-
volves an overpowering 
stress, because one may 
be pushed to do some-
thing, while knowing 
that something is wrong.  
Another explanation is, 
“We have a strong tenden-
cy to decline the choice of 
doing the right thing, so 
we spend time enjoying 
the wrong thing.”  But 
there are always oppor-

tunities to make difficult 
decisions for our lives. It 
is difficult but right. We 
become better human 
beings when we make 
best decisions for our-
selves and for our com-
munities. In the Bible, 
the book of Romans, the 
Apostle Paul, a believing 
Christian, referred to the 
stress of conflicting con-
sciousness in Romans 7: 
19.  He wrote, “For the 
good that I would I do 
not: but the evil which I 
would not, that I do.

During the month of July, 
there are two early and 
very special holiday cel-
ebrations in the US Virgin 
Islands. They are July 3rd 
and July 4th. One has to 
do with these islands, dur-
ing Danish rule; the other 
results from the rule of 
the US, since 1917.  On 
July 3rd, we celebrate the 
abolition of slavery in the 
islands.  On July 4th, we 
pause and remember the 

start of a nation, 1776, 
with slavery and the de-
humanization of African 
people being a critical 
aspect of the nation’s ex-
istence, as it reached into 
the future.

Europeans’ enslavement 
of African people in the 
Americas, including 
the Caribbean, began as 
an experiment to build 
wealth for Europe.  By the 
late 1400s, most countries 
in Europe were desperate 
for wealth.  The spices 
in Asia had become very 
attractive by then. And, 
after that famous trip to 
Mecca by Mansa Musa, 
in 1324, there was grow-
ing interest in the wealth 
of Africa.  However, 
when the Spanish and 
Portuguese discovered 
routes to the Americas, 
the desperation for wealth 

to enrich Europe shifted 
to the Americas.  In time, 
agricultural products, 
including tobacco, dyes, 
sugar, cotton, promised 
great wealth.   African 
people were brought from 
their homeland to do the 
hard work, enriching both 
Europe and the Americas. 
As Eric Williams (1944), 
noted, during that time 
of building Europe and 
America, African people 
were treated so horribly, 
they started to be seen as 
less than human beings.  
It was a classic case of 
conflicting conscious-
ness.  Everyone knew 
that the enslaved Africans 
were human beings, but 
conflicting conscious-
ness pushed Europeans 
to avoid accepting that 
reality, into the 1700s and 
beyond.

By the late 1600s, early 
1700s, a religious group 
in Germany began a 
movement called Pietism.  

They questioned some 
of the observed actions 
of Christians. Pietism ar-
gued that when Christians   
dehumanize other people, 
it is wrong.  Quakers 
were also questioning the 
morality of slavery. After 
1772, any slaves taken to 
England had to be freed. 
Also, John Newton a 
converted slave-ship 
captain, and author of 
the song, “Amazing 
Grace,” was campaigning 
against slavery.  Further, 
Pennsylvania moved to 
abolish slavery by 1780. 
In Massachusetts, there 
was a growing argu-
ment that all men are 
equal, also noted later 
in the US Constitution, 
but not put into practice. 
Vermont abolished slav-
ery by 1772.  However, 
in Virginia, it was de-
clared that “human equal-

ity did not apply to black 
people.”  Interestingly, 
a medallion designed 
by Josiah Wedgwood in 
1787, for the British anti-
slavery campaign, chose 
as its motto: “Am I not 
a man and a brother?” 
That same year, the US 
Constitution declared, 
“All men are created 
equal.”

So, by the 1700s, it 
was clear to Europeans 
in Europe and in the 
Americas, that keeping 
other human beings as 
slaves was wrong. That 
repeated impregnation of 
black women by white 
men, was also evidence 
for Africans’ humanity.  
But that greed for wealth 
and privileges kept many 
Europeans cocooned in a 
state of conflicting con-
sciousness.  They kept 
holding on to enslave-
ment, over the Africans’ 
right to freedom. As John 
Newton noted, “The 

slave trade was always 
unjustifiable.”

In 1848, during a slave 
revolt, Governor Von 
Scholten ended his 
struggle with conflicting 
consciousness.  He had 
an ongoing intimate rela-
tionship with an African 
woman, but was governor 
of the Danish slave colo-
ny.  It was sudden. Von 
Scholten freed the slaves 
in the Danish West Indies, 
on July 3rd.  In the United 

States of America, after 
the choice of July 4th, 
1776, as the date for in-
dependence from Britain, 
the new nation remained 
steeped in conflicting 
consciousness

There were thousands of 
Africans enslaved in a 
free, independent nation 
after July 4th, 1776.  It 
took another 89 years, un-
til 1865, before the nation 

agreed enslaved Africans 
deserved freedom.  As of 
this year, 2021, Juneteenth 
celebration is now legal.  
However, the political ac-
tion ongoing in the USA, 
to limit the rights of black 
people there, is a sad re-
minder that the nation still 
struggles with conflicting 
consciousness-- related 
to the matter of treating  
black people as less-than 
equal human beings.

tWo  MattErS  oF  CoNFlICtING  CoNSCIoUSNESS

Europeans’ enslavement of african 
people in the americas, including the 
Caribbean, began as an experiment to 

build wealth for Europe.  
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He noted that the patient is someone who intended 
to travel in short order. 

By Monique Washington   

. 

On Tuesday evening, 
Nevis diagnosed its 16th 
positive COVID-19 case 
since the pandemic first 
entered the Federation 
in March 2020. And dis-
turbingly, it was an indi-
vidual who had “no travel 
history”.

Since the May 19 out-
break of community 
spread in St. Kitts, author-
ities on Nevis have done 
708 tests with one posi-
tive result. That individual 
has since fully recovered. 

More than 40 persons 
were tested as part of the 
contact tracing for case 
number 15 alone.

Premier Mark Brantley 
during his press confer-
ence on Tuesday, cau-
tioned that despite Nevis 
not being under the same 
restrictions as St. Kitts at 
the moment, Nevisians 
should still follow the 
COVID-19 protocols. He 
also reiterated the call for 
persons to get vaccinated. 

“St. Kitts is on a 24-hour 
lockdown. Up here in 
Nevis, we didn’t see the 

need to lockdown peo-
ple’s businesses and lock 
people down the same 
way, because we had no 
cases in Nevis at this time. 
But Nevisians, please do 
not make it bad for us, 
because if we start to get 
cases, we will have no 
choice but to lockdown 
Nevis the same way that 
St. Kitts is locked down,” 
he said.

On Wednesday, Brantley 
said that he is very con-
cerned after the diagnosis 
of case 16. He noted that 
the patient is someone 
who intended to travel in 
short order. He revealed 

that contact tracing has 
begun, and all results thus 
far are negative.

“We are very concerned. 
The contact tracing has al-
ready started. Fifteen con-
tacts are already traced 
and fifteen are negative. 
A considerable number 
of tests are still to be con-
ducted. The team is work-
ing throughout this period 
to ensure that we have the 
tests done, and that all the 
contacts are traced,” he 
said. 

Brantley once again 
echoed his plea to 

Nevisians to get 
vaccinated.

“I want to say to the peo-
ple of Nevis that we have 
begged and implored, we 
have beseeched, we have 
asked, we have done ev-
erything that I think that 
we could to try to en-
courage our people to get 
vaccinated and to protect 
themselves.” 

As of June 30, 5225 
people in Nevis received 
their first dose of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine, 
while 4414 people are 
fully vaccinated.

“The numbers are encour-
aging, but at the same time 
I believe that the numbers 
should have been much 
higher,” Brantley said. 

He revealed that 90 per-
cent of the cases in St Kitts 
and Nevis are amongst 
the unvaccinated. “…that 
is, those that are not fully 
vaccinated are the most 
affected and afflicted by 
the COVID-19 virus”.

Brantley noted that though 
the cases in Nevis are low, 
“things can quickly and 
easily change”.

Case 16  
diagnosed in  

Nevis  
Brantley:  

‘We are very  
concerned’

Premier Hon Mark Brantley
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“let’s not forget that this economy was 
brought to its knees like every other economy, 

Minister of Labour Senator Wendy Phipps

More than $36M paid in  
severance – labour Minister

By Loshaun Dixon   

Over $36.6M in sever-
ance payments has been 
made to well over 2200 
claimants, Minister of 
Labour Senator Wendy 
Phipps has revealed.

Phipps, at the time, was 
responding to Opposition 

claims in Parliament that 
the Severance Payment 
Fund had not covered 
those it ought to protect.

She said that severance 
payments have been 
made to persons who 
have been displaced by 
the pandemic, with the 
majority of these persons 
being individuals who 
worked in the hotel and 
tourism sector.

Addressing the state of 
play, Phipps disclosed 
that well over 2200 claims 
were received.

“As of today’s date, 
Monday, the 28th of June, 
2021, the total number of 
severance claims received 

was 2,295… 

“The total number of sev-
erance payment claims 
pending from 2020 is 20 
claims. The total number 
of claims being processed 
at this particular time is 
26… The total number of 
claims processed to date 
is 2,324, against 2,429 

that were received. The 
total number of claims, 
therefore, that has been 
paid out to date is 2,295 
claims, and the total num-
ber of claims awaiting 
payment 29.”

She said the govern-
ment has paid out in total 
$36,641,166.81.

The Minister said the 
government understands 
that COVID-19 would 
have affected a lot of 
people and created a lot 
of socio-economic hard-
ship, but indicated they 
have responded as best 
as they could under the 
circumstances.

“Let’s not forget that this 

economy was brought to 
its knees like every other 
economy, from first world 
countries to the banana 
republic countries, but we 
have done commendably 
well in terms of respond-
ing to the crisis despite 
our smallness, despite our 
small tax base, and our 
small private sector.”

She said that it was no 
small effort of the coun-
try to dig deep and find 
$120M for a stimulus 
package.

“Cabinet is having the 
next iteration of a stimu-
lus in front of it.”

Phipps said that the gov-
ernment was aiming to 
ensure all persons eligible 
for severance would be 
paid.

As a result of the econom-
ic fallout associated with 
the global COVID-19 
pandemic, an unprec-
edented number of claims 
were made against the 
Severance Payment Fund 
in the last year alone.

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER & NEVIS 
SAINT CHRISTOPHER CIRCUIT 
(PROBATE) 
A.D. 2021 
  
In the Estate of REGINALD STUART O’LOUGHLIN, late of Shadwell Site also 
known as Shadwell Housing Development (formerly of College Street) in the Town 
of Basseterre in the Island of Saint Christopher (St. Kitts), Deceased 
 
 
TAKE NOTICE that an application has been filed by REGINALD MICHAEL ST. 
CLAIR O’LOUGHLIN and AMY ESTELLA WARNER (nee O’LOUGHLIN) for a 
Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed of the above named deceased, 
REGINALD STUART O’LOUGHLIN, who died on 17th day of September 2008 
without revoking a Will bearing the date of 25th day of August 1993 wherein the 
Applicants are the sole surviving devisees under the said Will.  
 
Any person having an objection to the Letter’s of Administration with the Will 
Annexed to the Applicant shall file an objection within 14 days of the publication of 
this Notice. 
 
Dated the 18th day of June 2021. 

 
Danni Maynard, Associate 
KELSICK, WILKIN & FERDINAND 
Attorneys-at-Law for the Applicant  
 
 
Filed by Danni Maynard of Kelsick, Wilkin & Ferdinand, Attorneys-at-Law for the 
Applicants, whose address for service is Kelsick Wilkin & Ferdinand, Fred Kelsick 
Building, Independence Square South, Basseterre, St Kitts. Email: Law@kwfonline.com; 
Telephone: (869)465-2440; Fax: (869)465-7808. 
 
 

Case Number :SKBHPB2021/0039

Submitted Date:18/06/2021 13:37

Filed Date:18/06/2021 13:37

Fees Paid:52.00
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