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Search on for man missing at sea
By Loshaun Dixon 

The search is on for a 
man who went missing 
Sunday after apparently 
going for a swim in the 
sea at Dieppe Bay. 

The police have informa-
tion that Richard Pogson, 
alias Russel, of Lodge, 
was reported missing on 
Sunday, August 01, 2021.

The Observer vis-
ited Dieppe Bay on 
Wednesday and spoke 
with a sibling of Pogson, 
who said that it is believed 
he went for a swim, and 
had not been heard since.

She said he was reported 
missing Sunday, and the 
search for him started that 
same evening. She said 

his car remained parked 
just near the sea, and was 
later moved by police.

The woman said his wal-
let, keys and phone were 
all on the driver’s seat, 
along with some money.

His sibling questioned 
why he would have mon-
ey on the seat of an un-
locked car. She added that 
cameras from a nearby 
building show him walk-
ing towards the ocean, but 
he had not been seen after 
that.

She said her brother was 
accustomed to the ocean, 
and exposed to swim-
ming most of his life.

When the Observer visit-
ed the area, a Coast Guard 

Vessel was conducting 
searches, while divers 
were searching the sea 
bed for potential remains. 

Pogson was a past worker 
at the Water Department 
and was a pastor at 
a Church in Newton 
Ground. 

Earlier this week, police 
announced they are inves-
tigating the circumstances 
surrounding the death of 
37-year-old Jerrald Mc 
Donald of Conaree, who 
perished while at sea 
on Monday, August 02, 
2021.

 According to police in-
vestigations in this inci-
dent have so far revealed 
that he went out to sea 
with a group of males to 

do tankless spearfishing, 
and to dive for whelks off 
the island of Redonda. 

“Sometime after 7 a.m. 
Mc Donald went diving 
and did not resurface.  
Reports also indicate 
that the other individu-
als searched for him and 
he was discovered sev-
eral meters away from 
the fishing vessel in an 
unresponsive state. They 
brought him ashore and 
called the authorities. The 
Police responded, as well 
as The St. Kitts-Nevis 
Coast Guard, The St. 
Kitts and Nevis Customs 
and Excise Department 
and The Nevis Air and 
Seaport Authority. Mc 
Donald was pronounced 
dead by the District 
Medical Officer.”

Richard ‘Russell’ Pogson

AD	SUMMA	SEMPER	NITENS	

The Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College (CFBC) Board of Governors invites applications from 
suitably qualified persons to fill the full-time position at the CFBC from January 5, 2022. 

                       

HEALTH SCIENCES LECTURER 
   

Summary and Job Description:  
The Lecturer 

• Should be a Registered Nurse with advanced academic preparation and training preferably in the 
area of Nursing Education. 

• Will be engaged in the delivery of Nursing Assistant, Midwifery, and Bachelor of Science Nursing 
Degree, and other programmes at CFBC requiring related expertise and competencies. 

• Will be responsible for the preparation and delivery of classroom instruction, laboratory exercises, 
practicum, and tutorials to students on a wide range of nursing and related courses. 

• Will be expected to prepare related material such as syllabi, course outlines, schedules and 
assignments, and engage in the assessment and evaluation of students. 

• Will be required to participate in professional activities, maintain and develop areas of expertise, 
and keep abreast of new trends in the field. 

• Will be expected to facilitate students in a variety of clinical environments and to assist them to 
understand the congruence between theory and practice. 

    

Qualification and Experience: 
• Have a minimum of a Master’s Degree in Nursing or Nursing Education. 
• Have a current, active, nursing license (or is eligible to be licensed) to practice in the Federation of 

St. Kitts and Nevis. 
• Have a minimum of 3 years of experience as a registered or advanced nurse practitioner. 
• Midwifery qualification and experience would be considered an asset. 

• Possess good communication, interpersonal and computer literacy skills. 
• Prior experience teaching students in the classroom and in clinical practice environments would be 

considered an asset. 
  

Qualified applicants should submit: 
• Letter of Application 
• Curriculum Vitae 
• Official academic certificates, transcripts and other relevant documents (certified copies) 
• Two references with telephone number and e-mail address 

  

Salary: Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience and in accordance with the 
current salary structure at the CFBC. 
   

Applications should be sent as one file to: boardofgovernors@cfbc.edu.kn  
  

and     addressed to 
The Chairman of the Board  
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College, 
P.O. Box 268, Burdon Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts 
    

The deadline for receipt of applications is August 27, 2021. Late applications will not be 
acknowledged. 
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SKELEC warns:  
‘Moratorium not  

automatic’ 

Patrice Harris

By Loshaun Dixon   

The three-month mora-
torium on electricity bills 
for customers is not auto-
matic, SKELEC has cau-
tioned, noting it will be 
only offered to residential 
customers impacted by 
the COVID-19 lock-
downs and restrictions.

C o r p o r a t e 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Manager of SKELEC, 
Patrice Harris, explained 
that the moratorium 
would have to be ap-
plied for by individual 
customers

“The moratorium is not 
automatic; the mora-
torium is a deferral of 
payment, which means 
you don’t have to make a 
payment in June, July or 
August.”

She explained the ap-
plication process in or-
der to participate in the 
moratorium.

“To qualify for the 

moratorium you have to 
show us some financial 
impact from COVID-19. 
So if you are working in 
an industry or business 
impacted by COVID-19 
lockdowns that we have 
had, you have to show us 
some proof if you were 
laid-off or made redun-
dant - anything along 
those lines - when you ap-
ply for the moratorium.”

Harris said once this doc-
umentation is on hand, 
individuals can come into 
the customer service en-
quires division and apply 
for the moratorium, or do 
it online.

“Once you have applied 
for the moratorium, then 
you become eligible to 
not have made a bill pay-
ment for June, July and 
August. If you are self-
employed and impacted, 
please show proof of 
impact.”

She said even though the 
moratorium is offered, if 
anybody is in a position 

to pay, it is advisable to 
make a bill payment dur-
ing this period.

“At the end of the three-
month period, you have 
three months’ worth of 
bills to get paid.”

Harris said that in 
September, customers 
will have to sign up for 
their deferred arrange-
ment plans, “then you 
explain how you intend 
to make the payments 
and discuss a manageable 
amount for the payment 
moving forward. There 
is a particular level of 
responsibility we expect 
from our customers - to 
come into us and let us 
know how you expect to 
deal with that balance”.

She stated that the offer is 
only eligible for residen-
tial customers.

“Our commercial 
customers are not eli-
gible to apply for the 
moratorium.”

 

The Four Seasons Resort Nevis is looking for 
ambitious, dynamic and talented individuals to 
join our illustrious team. The Four Seasons can 
provide you the upward mobility you deserve 
and the benefit of staying free at Four Seasons 
around the world. 

Vacancies currently exist for the position of:- 
• Food & Beverage 
• Culinary  
• Stewarding 
• Beach & Pool 
• Housekeeping 
• Laundry 
• Spa 

 
Log on to our website, jobs.fourseasons.com 
and apply for an experience of a lifetime today. 
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The call continues for us to take the coronavirus vaccine, and to take 
steps  to protect ourselves and others around us.

We must agree with the authorities that this does not mean a letting down 
of our guard.  We must keep the protocols in place for as long as it takes.  
It is these protocols that have allowed us to totally control community 
spread of the virus.

Truth be told, however, the protocols are being implemented differently 
in different places. We fully support the documentation of names, as this 
allows for contact tracing in the event of an outbreak. But not all places 
do so. Some places require temperature checks, some do not.  Some 
places require temperatures to be recorded, some do not.  Some places 
require social distancing, some do not. 

We were fortunate too, that the quarantined person who was erroneously 
discharged, although positive, did not infect anyone.

The big debate now is whether it must become mandatory to accept 
the vaccine. Each of us should act responsibly. We fully support its 
general acceptance by everyone, with only medical exceptions allowed. 
Eventually, we may have little choice but to accept, if ever we intend to 
travel to any foreign country. We, as the task force is forecasting, believe 
it will be a compulsory requirement for international travel, starting in 
the near future. The mutability of the virus itself may ensure this.

EDitoriaL
Protect each other 

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 
SAINT CHRISTOPHER CIRCUIT 
(PROBATE) 

In the Estate of OMAX ALBERT EINSTEIN 
GARDNER, late of Bird Rock, in the Island of 
St. Kitts, Deceased 

 
TAKE NOTICE that an application has been filed by CHERISSE GARDNER and 
KRISTAL GARDNER, both of Douglas Estate, St. Peters, in the Island of St. Kitts, for a 
Grant of Probate of the Will of the above-named deceased, OMAX ALBERT EINSTEIN 
GARDNER, who died on 24th July 2020 without revoking a Will bearing the date of 22nd 
January 2016 wherein the Applicants are named as Executors.  
 
Any person having an objection to the Grant of Probate to the Applicants shall file an 
objection within 14 days of the publication of this Notice. 
 
Dated the 22nd day of July 2021. 

 
Danni Maynard, Associate 
KELSICK, WILKIN & FERDINAND 
Attorneys-at-Law for the Applicants  
 
Filed by Danni Maynard of Kelsick, Wilkin & Ferdinand, Attorneys-at-Law for the Applicants, 
whose address for service is: Fred Kelsick Building, Independence Square South, Basseterre,  
St. Kitts. 
 
 
 

 

Case Number :SKBHPB2021/0048

Submitted Date:22/07/2021 15:27

Filed Date:22/07/2021 15:27

Fees Paid:52.00
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The TDC Group of 
Companies has created 
a new shopping experi-
ence with the launch of its 
eCommerce platform, on 
Thursday 29th July 2021.

The online store, www.
shoptdcgroup.com gives 
customers the opportuni-
ty to shop from anywhere 
in the world and at any 
time from a computer or 
smart device with twenty-
four-hour access to over 
16,000 products at af-
fordable prices, from the 
Automotive Divisions, 
Business Centre, City 
Drug Store, and the Home 
and Building Depots, 
from a secure and safe 
platform.

In speaking about the 
launch, Mr. Kelly, TDC 
Group Chairman, stated, 
“The TDC Group has 
since adapted and found 
creative ways of inter-
acting with and meeting 
the needs of, our many 
customers. Over the last 
12 months, we have been 
working on more efficient 
ways for all our custom-
ers, at home and abroad 

to conduct business with 
us.”

“Today, we are pleased to 
introduce to you shoptdc-
group.com, a new online 
shopping experience!  For 
your convenience, TDC 
has created a “one-stop-
shop”, where you can 
now purchase thousands 
of products with ease 
from your smartphone, 
tablet, laptop, or desktop 
computer, anytime, and 
from anywhere from a 
secure and safe platform.”

“We are so excited to un-
veil this first phase and 
can’t wait for you to ex-
perience it for yourself”.

Mr. Nicolas Menon, 
Executive Director and 
Project Lead also spoke 
to the foundation and fu-
ture of the eCommerce 
for the TDC Group.

“Shoptdcgroup.com is 
a significant milestone 
for the TDC Group of 
Companies and a huge 
undertaking.  It was a 
natural progression for 
us to embark upon this 

project, as it aligned with 
our goals. “

“There was also customer 
demand, we heard you, 
we listened, and are an-
swering your requests.  It 
was important for us to 
start small, create a solid 
foundation, and provide 
a strong offering via our 
retail services.”

“With this first phase, we 
feel ready to be able to 
provide an online service 
that allows our custom-
ers to shop safely and 
securely at their conve-
nience. As we continue 
to source product images 
and expand our inventory, 
customers will see more 
and more products and 
categories come online,” 
concluded Menon.

In the very near future, 
the company has plans in 
place to expand to other 
areas including non-retail 
services to meet better 
customers’ needs more 
efficiently, easily, and 
conveniently.

 
 
 
 

 
The Board of Governors of the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College invites applications from suitably 
qualified persons to fill the following full-time position with effect from September 1, 2021: 

 
 

ECONOMICS LECTURER 

 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Applicants must possess a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics from a recognized tertiary 
institution 

• A Master’s Degree in Economics or a related field from a recognized tertiary institution would 
be considered an asset 

• Successful experience in teaching tertiary level Economics courses would be considered an 
asset. 
 

Main Responsibilities 
• Design teaching materials to sustain students’ interest 
• Teach the Economics and other related courses 
• Produce course outlines and review syllabi 
• Set, mark and invigilate course work and exams 
• Monitor students’ progress and academic development 
• Enter attendance and grades in the Student Information System 
• Foster and encourage intellectual curiosity 

 
Applications from Qualified Applicants should include: 

• Letter of Application 
• Curriculum Vitae 
• Police Record 
• Official academic certificates, transcripts and other relevant documents (certified copies) 
• Two references with telephone and e-mail addresses 

                                                                                                                                       
Salary: 
Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience and in accordance with the current 
salary structure at the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College.  
 
All application documents should be scanned and submitted as one email file to:  
   
boardofgovernors@cfbc.edu.kn  
    
and     addressed to 
The Chairman of the Board  
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College, 
P.O. Box 268, Burdon Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts 
 
The deadline for receipt of applications is August 13, 2021. Late applications will not be 
acknowledged.   

tDC Group of  
Companies launch online  

retail store –  
‘a New Shopping  

Experience’

Picture – TDC Shop Online Ad Campaign for shoptdcgroup.
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Government acts on Hushpuppi

c

By Loshaun Dixon 

Police in St. Kitts and 
Nevis will partner with 
international law en-
forcement bodies to 
investigate 37-year-old 
Ramon Olorunwa Abbas, 
familiarly known as 
Hushpuppi, who is a citi-
zen of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
and is alleged to have 
committed international 
financial crimes.

According to Prime 
Minister Dr Timothy 
Harris, who is also the 
Minister of National 
Security, following seri-
ous allegations emerg-
ing in relation to Abbas 
- including the allegation 
that he obtained his St 
Kitts-Nevis citizenship 
by fraudulent means - the 
Government has “taken 
decisive steps to protect 
the reputation and integri-
ty of St. Kitts and Nevis”.

“Specifically, the 
Commissioner of Police 

has initiated an investiga-
tion into this matter with 
support from international 
law enforcement bodies. 
The passport of Mr Abbas 
has been deactivated, and 
the matter of the revoca-
tion of Mr Abbas’ citizen-
ship has been put before 
the Attorney General for 
advice and guidance.”

Dr Harris said his 
Government is a respon-
sible member of the 
international commu-
nity, and is committed to 
eradicating all forms of 
criminality.  

“We continue to be a 
strong partner in interna-
tional efforts to combat 
fraud, money laundering, 
terrorist financing, hu-
man trafficking, and all 
other forms of criminal 
behaviour.”

He said given that this is 
an active investigation 
and the matter is sub-judi-
ce, it would be improper 

to engage in any further 
commentary beyond the 
clarification provided. 

Dr Harris said that Abbas, 

who is a native of Nigeria, 
applied in the prescribed 
manner for a grant of 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
Certificate of Citizenship 
in 2019.  

“Based on information 
which he presented, he 

was so entitled, having 
been married on October 
29, 2018 to a national of 
St. Kitts and Nevis, to 
wit Shawana Nakesia 

Chapman. The applica-
tion on the face of it, met 
all the requirements and 
was processed in accor-
dance with Section 92(1)
(a) of the St. Christopher 
and Nevis Constitution 
Order 1983.”

He said citizenship was 
not achieved through 
the Citizenship By 
Investment (CBI) as some 
outlets had reported. 

“Let me be clear that this 
was not an application 
under our Citizenship by 
Investment Programme. 
Rather, as outlined, this 
was an application pro-
cessed on the basis of 
marriage to a national 
of St Kitts and Nevis, 
and in accordance with 
the Constitution of the 
Federation.”

Last week, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Mark 
Brantley denied claims 
that a government official 
was bribed to hand Abbas 
citizenship through CBI.

“I want to make it very 
clear that, based on the 
little I have seen in the 
public domain, there is 
absolutely no allega-
tion being made against 
any service provider or 

government official in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.”

In April, Abbas pleaded 
guilty to money launder-
ing in a US court. 

According to a BBC re-
port, Court documents 
filed in California said 
Hushpuppi’s crimes cost 
victims almost $24m in 
total.

“In one scheme, 
Hushpuppi attempted to 
steal more than $1.1m 
from someone who 
wanted to fund a new 
children’s school in Qatar, 
the documents said. Court 
records show he pleaded 
guilty to this charge on 20 
April.”

The documents state 
that between 18 January 
2019 and 9 June 2020, 
Hushpuppi and others 
targeted multiple victims 
and laundered the illicit 
funds in banks all over the 
world.” 

“We continue to be a strong 
partner in international 
efforts to combat fraud, 

money laundering, terrorist 
financing, human  

trafficking, and all other 
forms of criminal behaviour.”

Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris
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By Loshaun Dixon   

Former senior men’s foot-
ball captain Atiba Harris 
is committed to “raising 
the standard” of football 
in the Federation, as he 
seeks to become presi-
dent of St. Kitts and Nevis 
Football Association 
(SKNFA).

Harris recently launched 
his slate of candidates that 
includes Shawn White 
for First Vice President 
and Cuthbert Caines for 
Second Vice President, 
while Phil Cooper, 
Patricia Claxton, John 
Bergan, Alleyne Morris, 
Tasa Parry, Javeim 
Blanchette and Ernest 
Queeley, will compete 
for positions as executive 
members.

Harris, in the virtual 
launch of his team, ex-
pressed pleasure with the 
members that he was able 
to assemble - featuring 
individuals representing 
many clubs.

“I did my vetting and 

I reached out to them - 
didn’t put pressure on 
them; showed them my 
vision, expressed to them 
how I see St. Kitts and 
Nevis football moving 
forward. They all bought 
into it, and now we have 
put a team together that 
I feel can work together 
with the clubs to enhance 
football in St. Kitts.”

He then announced his 
plans to raise the standard 
of football in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

“Given the current cli-
mate, a lot of clubs are 
struggling with revenue, 
and one of the things 
that we plan to do is to 
increase the support fi-
nancially, morally, struc-
turally, so that the clubs 
would not have to be 
running around begging 
people to put their hands 
in their pockets.

“We want the clubs in the 
first year to have a fair 
share and reset the foot-
ball so that we can move 
forward.”

Harris said opportunities 
will be presented to play-
ers going forward.

“Professional trials, 
scholarships…so that we 
are not just improving the 
playing aspect of it but 
the educational.

“We need our players to 
become role models. We 
want more of our players 
and coaches to get more 
of those opportunities 
to enhance their lives, 
enhance their families 
lives.”

He said he hoped to 
take football back to the 
communities to rekindle 
interest.

“We want the interest to 
come back. Currently, 
most of the games have 
been centralised in 
Warner Park. Even before 
COVID it was the same 
thing. We want the fans 
to be able to come out 
to games and be in close 
proximity to these players 
and coaches. 

Harris said that he wants 
young people to use foot-
ball to help them over-
come challenges. 

“We need strong leaders 
in every single commu-
nity. We need the youths 
to start believing in them-
selves again. You find that 
their self-esteem is low, 
and they turn to different 
things. We have to be the 
ones to reach out to them 
and guide them.

They might have domes-
tic issues et cetera, and I 
think through football we 
can help change that.”

He noted that football can 
also be used as a uniting 
tool

“Through football, a lot 
of things can happen. We 
can unite this country. 
Football brings people 
together, whether you 
are supporting a different 
political party, different 
institution, football brings 
people together, and that is 
what we intend to change 
here in St. Kitts and Nevis 

going forward.”

Harris also addressed the 
clubs’ challenges, noting 
that they intend to give 
additional revenues to 
those entities.

“We intend to give addi-
tional revenue, so when 
the teams bring their fans 
to the park they get some-
thing so they can pump 
that money back to the 
youth development and 
structure. 

“We want to enhance the 
overall product, and help 
a vendor selling, by tak-
ing the game back to the 
communities. It is going 
to be a challenge given the 
current situation. Football 
has been heading in the 
wrong direction for a long 
time and we need to bring 
it back.

“We will spend a lot of 
time in the communities 
and help the clubs be self-
dependent, and not de-
pendent on the SKNFA.”

Vice President Candidate 

Shawn White said that 
joining Harris’ team of-
fered an opportunity 
for all to effect positive 
change.

“I jumped on board with 
it. I saw his vision and 
have full confidence in 
the way we can move 
football forward.”

White said it was a foot-
ball-first strategy that 
would bring back foot-
ball, and the Association 
as the facilitator.“We are 
not here to compete with 
any member clubs, we are 
here to facilitate. There 
should be no youngster 
having to ask for boots 
and you are building 
stadiums.

“We want to look at it and 
deal with the root of the 
problem, which is the de-
velopment of football in 
St. Kitts and Nevis.”

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Football Association’s 
General Congress and 
Elections are scheduled 
for August 29, 2021.

Former National Captain reveals plans to  
“raise the standard” of Football

\
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Hundreds paid in second stimulus,  
more this week

Case Number :NEVHCV2021/0083

Submitted Date:19/07/2021 14:10

Filed Date:19/07/2021 14:10

Fees Paid:4.00

By Loshaun Dixon  

Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance Dr. 
Timothy Harris has con-
firmed that payments 
have begun for people 
in St Kitts and Nevis 
under the new stimulus 
package.

Speaking in Parliament 
Thursday, Dr. Harris said 
the stimulus package is 
intended, in the main, to 
stimulate the economy 
and to provide support 
and assistance to those 
most vulnerable and in 
need.  

“We are providing sup-
port and assistance to 
those most affected by the 

COVID-19 pandemic.”

He said the Income 
Support Programme has 
so far received 2,915 ap-
plications that are being 
screened to eliminate any 
duplications, as in some 
cases where applicants 
applied twice by sending 
their applications to two 
Government entities - for 
example, the Ministry of 
Sustainable Development 
and the Ministry of 
Finance.  

“The applications are of 
course also being vetted 
for compliance with the 
criteria. Only applications 
that contain responses to 
the questions posed can be 
immediately determined.  

I must encourage ap-
plicants to consider and 
respond to all informa-
tion requested to expedite 
the processing of their 
claims.  Nevertheless, I 
must also inform that we 
have deployed and dedi-
cated additional human 
resources to processing 
these claims in an effort 
to further improve effec-
tiveness and efficiency, 
and I believe this has been 
working very well.”

The Prime Minister said 
the payment of claims 
started on July 30th 
and they have paid on 
645 applications, to the 
beneficiaries.  

“Another batch of 

payment will be pro-
cessed tomorrow, Friday, 
August 06, 2021.  Every 
week, further payments 

will be made to qualify-
ing applicants.”

Speaking on the ap-
plicants under the Fuel 
Subsidy Programme for 
omni bus drivers, Dr. 
Harris said 62 persons 
have so far been ap-
proved, and by today, all 
62 should receive their 
payments.  

He said that those persons 
who applied for support to 
households with persons 
with disabilities will also 

receive their first payment 
today (August 06). 

“Additionally, we have 
approved support to 
Ade’s Place, a private 
provider of services to 
persons with disabilities.”

Dr Harris said the sec-
ond stimulus was off to a 
good start.

“Mr. Speaker, we are 
helping our people get 
back on their feet by 
providing tangible sup-
port. Additionally, school 
uniforms, textbooks and 
other support will be pro-
vided for the new school 
year in the usual manner.”

He said all other social 
safety nets remain in 
place

“It bears repeating that St 
Kitts and Nevis has one 
of the most comprehen-
sive social safety nets in 
the region.  Our stimulus 
package has provided ad-
ditional resources beyond 
the $34 million budgeted 
for 2021.

“We continue to focus on 
the people.  Delivering in 
accordance with our com-
mitments and resources 
so prudently managed 
over the last six years.  
We will continue to put 
people first and be an ad-
ministration that is com-
mitted to delivering the 
stronger, safer future we 
promised.”

“We are providing  
support and  

assistance to those 
most affected  

by the  
CoViD-19 pandemic.”

Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris
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THE BANK OF NEVIS LIMITED 

Improving the Quality of Life 

Head Office 
 

P. O. Box 450, Main Street, Charlestown, Nevis, West Indies | Tel: (869) 469-5564/5796 
Fax: (869) 469 4798/1492 | Email: info@thebankofnevis.com  | Website: www.thebankofnevis.com 

 
 

The Bank of Nevis Limited 
      

RBC/RBTT Visa Credit Card Conversion to The Bank of Nevis Limited (BON) 
 
July 21, 2021, Charlestown, Nevis - The Board of Directors, Management and Staff of The Bank of Nevis 
Limited convey continued safety and health courtesies to all its customers as we pursue efforts against the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
As of April 1, 2021, BON completed the acquisition of RBC St. Kitts and RBTT Nevis.  Accordingly, the 
operations of RBC St. Kitts have been subsumed into BON and RBTT Nevis has been renamed BON Bank 
Ltd and will remain as a subsidiary until its activities are absorbed into The Bank of Nevis Limited.   
 
Effective August 16, 2021 all RBC/RBTT issued credit cards will no longer be functional, including those 
of any authorised users/co-applicants.  BON will issue replacement credit cards and outstanding credit card 
balances will be transferred to customers’ new credit card accounts.  Cardholders will be informed when 
credit cards are available for collection.  

 
Immediately upon receipt of BON replacement credit cards, customers are encouraged to update all 
recurrent payments, standing orders, online subscriptions or card information stored, with the new credit 
card account number and information.  This is to avoid any disruption in services currently connected to 
their RBC/RBTT credit cards. This is an important action as such transactions will no longer be accepted 
on cancelled RBC/RBTT credit card numbers.  
 
Cardholders with RBC/RBTT Rewards Visa Platinum Cards are reminded that the last day for redemption 
of those reward points is August 15, 2021.  A new Reward system takes effect on August 16, 2021. 
 
Cardholders with questions about their RBC/RBTT credit cards may contact 1 (888) 847-5803, and for 
questions about BON credit cards, customers may contact 1 (869) 469-5564.   

BON assures all its cardholders that it is working with its external partners to ensure that this transition is 
completed with minimal disruption. 
 
The Bank of Nevis Limited 
BON has been serving the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis for over 35 years.  With assets of over EC$900 
million, BON, a publicly traded company on the Eastern Caribbean Securities Exchange, is a leading 
provider of banking services in the Federation.  
 
BON offers a wide array of banking services to both individual and commercial customers.  BON is a proud 
corporate citizen actively involved in the development of education, sports, culture and health in St. Kitts 
and Nevis and remains committed to its mandate to “Improve the Quality of Life” for all the people of the 
Federation.  
 
Please visit www.thebankofnevis.com to learn more about our team, services offered and how to become a 
member of the BON family. 
 

Guadeloupe: COVID Surge Forces Lockdown
France’s overseas terri-
tory of Guadeloupe will 
to go into a new partial 
lockdown for at least 
three weeks to tackle a 
surge of Covid-19.

The new measures will 
start on Wednesday, 
with the re-introduction 
of a daily curfew be-
tween 20:00 and 05:00. 
Travel during the day 
will be restricted to 
a 10km (six miles) 
radius.

Bars, gyms, stadiums 
and swimming pools 
will be closed but shops 
will stay open with res-
taurants being able to 
serve at lunchtime.

Valerie Denux, di-
rector general of 
Guadeloupe’s regional 
health agency, says the 
number of cases has 
multiplied by more 
than 10 over the past 
three weeks, to more 
than 3,000 cases a 
week.

“We’re in a catastroph-
ic situation,” she adds.

The news comes as an-
other French Caribbean 
island, Martinique, re-
turned to lockdown on 
Friday for at least three 
weeks. And the French 
island of Reunion 
entered a partial two-
week lockdown this 
weekend.

France is facing a 
fourth wave of the virus 
with about half of the 
population fully vac-
cinated. But the figures 
are significantly lower 
in the French overseas 
territories, according to 
AFP news agency.

On Monday, President 
Emmanuel Macron 
went to TikTok and 
Instagram to try to 
counter misinforma-
tion about vaccines fol-
lowing a third weekend 
of protests over a con-
troversial Covid health 
pass.
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Jamaican sprinter Elaine 
Thompson-Herah cre-
ated history at the Tokyo 
Olympics, by retaining 
her 200m title in 21.53 
This is following her 
historic 100 meters win 
of 10.61 seconds on July 
31. In that event, she 
broke Florence Griffith-
Joyner’s Olympic Record 
of 10.62 set at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics.

Thompson-Herah is the 
first woman to retain 
the sprint double at the 
Olympic games.

Get the latest from CNW! 
In the 2016 Olympic 
Games in Rio de Janeiro, 
Thompson-Herah won 
the 100m gold medal 
with a time of 10.71s. In 

the 200 m final, she won 
her second gold,  clocking 
21.78s.

Thompson-Herah is the 
fastest woman alive and 
the second-fastest wom-
an in history. With her 
200m Olympic win, she 
also ranks as the second-
fastest woman in the 200 
meters.

Thompson-Herah also 
shattered Jamaica’s 
200m national record of 
21.64secs set by Merlene 
Ottey in 1991.

The second Jamaican in 
the 200m, Shelly-Ann 
Fraser-Pryce was fourth. 
Namibia’s Christine 
Mboma took silver in 
21.81 for a new U20 

record. Team USA’s 
Gabby Thomas scored 
bronze in 21.87.

Elaine Thompson-Herah 
will take part in the wom-
en’s 4x100m relay to 
wrap a historic Olympic 
Games. She also con-
firmed that she plans to 
tackle the double again 
at the Oregon World 
Championships in 2022 
and the Paris Olympics in 
2024.

Should she take both gold 
medals again in Paris, she 
will become the second 
sprinter in history to win 
three consecutive sprint 
doubles. The first sprinter 
to do so was Usain Bolt.
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Elaine thompson-Herah Becomes 
First Woman to repeat olympic 
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CoNCEPt to
CrEatioN

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Brazil in Back to Back Olympic Football Finals

BBC- Brazil reached 
back-to-back men’s 
Olympic football finals 
following a penalty 
shootout victory over 
Mexico.

The defending champi-
ons won 4-1 on penalties 
after a goalless 120 min-
utes in Kashima.

Brazil goalkeeper Santos 
saved from Eduardo 
Aguirre in the shootout 
before Johan Vasquez hit 
the post with Mexico’s 
second penalty.

They will play Spain in 
Saturday’s gold medal 
match.

Dani Alves, Arsenal’s 
Gabriel Martinelli, 
Bruno Guimaraes and 
Reinier all scored their 
spot-kicks for Brazil.

It looked like the second 
semi-final was heading 
for penalties until Marco 
Asensio scored in the 
115th minute in Saitama.

The Real Madrid winger 
came off the bench to 
score the winning goal 
with a superb curling 
strike from inside the 
box to send Spain to a 
first Olympic final since 
they finished runners-up 
at the 2000 Games in 
Sydney.

Get your Instant Scratch Tickets TODAY!

Paid out 
January - July 2021

www.thecaribbeanlottery.com
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HUFFiNG aND PUFFiNG BaCK iNto HiStorY: HoW a StEaM 
raiLWaY WaS BroUGHt BaCK to LiFE iN SWitZErLaND

By: Eric Mackenzie 
Lamb 

Realp, Swiss Alps: More 
than a century ago, the 
Swiss government started 
construction of a steam 
railway which would 
connect the Alpine vil-
lages of Brig and Disentis 
by way of the 7,086 foot 
high Furka Pass. For the 
local inhabitants, this 
would be a game changer-
especially because travel 
between the country’s 
mountainous regions had 
always been difficult, if 
not impossible, especially 
during the winter months. 
Unlike today, there were 
no modern highways 
such as autobahns, and 
the roads which did exist 
were primitive and often 
dangerous due to their 
steep curves and expo-
sure to mud slides and 
avalanches.

Meanwhile, the intricate 
process of building steam 
locomotives was launched 
in the town of Winterthur, 
a project which would last 
from 1913 to 1925.

Construction of the line 
itself began in 1911. By 
1914, the first section con-
necting Brig to the village 
of Gletsch was officially 
opened. However, due to 
World War I, it was used 
primarily to move Swiss 

soldiers into defensive 
positions to protect the 
country from a potential 
invasion by Germany and 
its allies. Because of tur-
moil in the rest of Europe, 
government funding for 
the rail project ran out and 
work gradually ground 
to a halt. However, this 
didn’t impede the con-
struction of six locomo-
tives, the last of which 
was finished in 1925.

But at this point, there was 

little for them to do. The 
locomotives were moved 
into storage until work, it 
was hoped, would resume 
on the rail lines.

Then history repeated 
itself with the igniting of 
World War II. By 1942, 
Swiss railways were 
changing their source 
of power from steam to 
electricity, one of the first 
countries in the world to 
do so. Because of this in-
novation, a decision was 

made in 1947 to sell four 
of the remaining steam 
locomotives, as well as 
spare parts stored in a car-
riage, to Vietnam.

In 1982, construction 
of the mountain line 
was abandoned after the 
opening of the Realp to 
Oberwald base tunnel. 
The last steam powered 
journey between Brig 
and Disentis marked the 
end of an era. Or so it was 
believed.

But by 1992,, two canton-
al districts of Switzerland, 
Uri and Valais, had real-
ized that a resurrected 
steam railway in their 
region would quickly 
become a major tourist 
attraction. And, as things 
turned out, they were 
right.

Image by the Author.

Image by the Author.
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Building and restoration 
began at a frenzied pace, 
largely because much of 
the work, especially the 
boring of tunnels and the 
laying of rails, could only 
be done during the sum-
mer months. The project 
involved more than seven 
hundred volunteers, 
including some of the 
country’s most talented 
engineers. In 1990, the 
Furka Dampfbahn (which 

had by now become a pri-
vate corporation) agreed 
to buy back a total of four 
of the locomotives which 
were origi-
nally sold 
to Vietnam 
more than 
half a cen-
tury before. 
The deal was 
done, and the 
first two ar-
rived at the 

German port of Hamburg 
a few weeks later.

But getting these mas-
sive machines, which 
weighed tonnes , from 
there to Switzerland was 
an even greater challenge. 
But, in the end, the relo-
cation was successful and 
locomotives were finally 
back home. Amid great 
celebrations, the steam 
train carried its first pas-
sengers from Realp to 
Oberwald in 2010.

Since then, although it 
operates only between 
late June and October, it 
has transported, on aver-
age, over thirty thousand 
people each summer.

As for myself, I made 
my maiden voyage on 
the Furka Dampfbahn 
only a few weeks ago. To 
say that it was an amaz-
ing experience would be 
an understatement. And 
that’s without mentioning 
the spectacular scenery 
which we as passengers 
were able to see from our 
windows.

A truly memorable voy-
age into the natural 
beauty of the Alps. And 
a chance to ride back 
into history when the first 
whistle sounds.

All aboard!

Image by the Author.
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SKN’s Changing 
Face… 

from argiculture  
to tourism

St. Kitts Ramada Hotel.
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By Karla Berridge 

This month marks 16 
years since St. Kitts and 
Nevis moved away from 
a 300-year history of sug-
ar production to step into 
a new path of formally 

marketing the islands as a 
tourist destination.

The then leaders took the 
chance and saw it was 
best to make the change 
at that time due to the 
difficulties faced with 

producing sugar and the 
debt associated.

When St.Kitts and Nevis 
moved away from ex-
porting sugar in the 
early 2000s, to focus on 
Tourism, it was met with 

mixed reactions.

Some would agree that 
this change was good for 
the economy as it encour-
aged locals to find inno-
vative ways to be part of 
that change.

Loop Caribbean spoke 
with local businessman 
and  St.Kitts and Nevis 
Honorary Consul to 
Switzerland and Italy 
Ernest Amory MBE 
about the diversification 
of the federation’s econo-
my and what it meant for 
both the country and its 
people.

“I think it was a good 
idea by the government 
at the time because they 
saw where they were not 
making any money from 
the Sugar Industry. The 
cost of sugar on the world 
market had decreased so 
much that it wasn’t prof-
itable for them to grow 
sugar.

Our local people were 
not interested in cutting 
Sugar Cane so the gov-
ernment had to employ 
persons from Guyana, 
Dominican Republic and 
Haiti to come to cut cane.

He said however that 
the move from the sugar 
industry to the tourism 
industry was a big move 
due to the fact that there 
was no form of prepara-
tion for the approximately 

1500 persons within the 
sugar industry, to assist 
them in transitioning to 
this new industry.

“The persons who were 
left out from the sugar 
industry were not ready 
for tourism. There were 
no positions for them; 
they didn’t have the skills 
for tourism, there were no 
jobs.”

As is usually the case 
with anything new, there 
were teething issues. And 
while the impact of this 
shift wasn’t all bad, some 
were left struggling to 
come to terms with the 
implications of such a 
drastic change.

It was new for all and en-
couraged many to adapt 
and find new ways to fit 
into this new way of life, 
thereby offering more to 
the tourism product.

“It affected a lot of people 
in a negative way but it 
opened up more avenues 
for the country in gen-
eral so the government 
received more revenue, 
more businesses opened. 
Of course, we can see 
Porte Zante today; it’s 
flourishing. Sometimes in 
the height of the season, 
we have had six or seven 
cruise ships on one day.”

Many persons were 
empowered to become 
entrepreneurs.  We see 
people on the beach 
giving massages, hair 

braiders offering their 
services, more local craft 
vendors and people have 
even made training mon-
keys into a profitable 
business.

“It’s good and bad but I 
think it’s more good than 
bad and I commend ev-
erybody for doing their 
part  in showcasing what 
they can offer to promote 
St. Kitts and Nevis.”

Brief History

On July 22nd 2005, two 
locomotives brought in 
the last sugar canes for 
processing at the St. Kitts 
Sugar Manufacturing 
Corporation (SSMC) fac-
tory, signalling the closing 
of the island’s 300-year 
old sugar industry.

From the time of settle-
ment St. Kitts was de-
veloped as a plantation 
island. The small planta-
tions produced tobacco, 
cotton, and indigo and 
over the 17th-century 
sugar cane started gain-
ing ground and St. Kitts 
became the wealthiest of 
the British possessions.

Over the years the main-
tenance of the sugar in-
dustry became too high 
for the country to sustain 
and the then government 
decided it was time to 
close the industry and 
focus on something new. 
That’s where tourism 
came in.
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Nevisian places second in regional 
Bodybuilding competition

LOCAL  NEWS

By Staff Reporter   

Toni Nisbett, a fe-
male bodybuilder from 
Newcastle Village, Nevis, 
earned second place in the 
2021 IFBB Inter-Island 
Bodybuilding Fitness and 
Physique Championships 
in French St. Martin last 
weekend.

The event was also a Pro 
Women’s Bikini Fitness 
Championship, and 
Nisbett was impressive in 
her division, which was 
Women’s Bikini Fitness 
Short Class. 

The line-up, according to 
Nisbett, had six beautiful 

and fit young ladies from 
Dutch St. Martin, French 
St. Martin, Guadeloupe 
and Nevis. 

She placed second and 
was pleased with her 
performance, although 
her goal was to win her 
Professional Card. To be-
come pro, an athlete must 
place first in their class.  

The top 3 results for 
Women’s Bikini Fitness 
Short Class were: Léa 
Durand – Guadeloupe, 
Toni Nisbett – Nevis, and 
Montserrat Sabate Ramos 
– Guadeloupe

The winners for the other 
categories were:

Bikini Pro - Kimberly 
Percival – (Antigua & 
Barbuda)

Bodybuilding – Jose Luis 
Marquez (Mexico)

Bikini Short Class – Léa 
Durand (Guadeloupe)

Bikini Tall Class – 
Josephine Matthew (St. 
Martin)

Wellness – Rochelle 
Kirky (Antigua & 
Barbuda)

Men’s Physique Short 
Class – Anthony Nurse 
(Antigua & Barbuda)

Men’s Physique Tall 
Class – Junior Guercin 
(Guadeloupe)

The second-place finish 
for Nisbett is an improve-
ment from her first show 

in 2019 which was held 
in Anguilla, where she 
placed third.

She told the Observer in a 
statement that preparation 
was a difficult at times 
due to the pandemic.

“We had lockdown days 
and curfews, travel is 
costlier due to COVID-19 
testing at each port and 
quarantine requirements.”

However, she noted that 
she stayed focused and 
committed on the task, 
and said the show was 
“amazing”.

“I would like to say thank 
you to the promoter Mr. 
Francois Carty and his 
team for a job well done.”

Nisbett said she will con-
tinue to learn and grow 
from each show experi-
ence, and will not give 
up until she achieves her 

goal.  She is hoping to 
compete at the Giovanni 
Classic -an Elite Pro 
Qualifier and Elite Pro 
Event - in Aruba, on 
December 10 and 11, 
2021.

Her attendance at this 
show will dependent on 
financial support from 
sponsorships.

Nisbett thanked God for 
protecting her on the latest 
journey and for safe trav-
els, and also everybody 

who sent well wishes 
and words of encourage-
ment. She also hailed her 
sponsors, coach David 
Walwyn, and her family.

“I would like to send a 
huge thank you to my 
sponsors whose contri-
butions made my trip to 
St. Martin to compete in 
the Bodybuilding show 
possible.”

Among her Gold Sponsors 
were her mother Jane 
France; Lorette Brand 

- Nevis Bakery; Helen 
France, MBE (aunt); Dr. 
Shivani Sharma; Ministry 
of Sports – Nevis 
Island Administration; 
Pennyless Auto Parts 
-  Mr. Skeete; David 
Walwyn - FIT Wellness 
Center and Steve Tyson - 
Nelson Spring Water.

Silver Sponsors were her 
father and brother Julian 
Nisbett and Julian Nisbett 
II, John Yearwood - 
Oualie Beach Resort, Dr. 
Glenville Liburd, Tashara 

Reid, Joseph Smith, Hon. 
Alexis Jeffers and The 
Bank of Nevis

Nisbett also received 
donations from Winston 
Perkins, Ernie France, 
Jean Harris, Orvis & 
Lesa Tyson, Marcel 
Forbes, Cleopatra Carti, 
Ambrose James, Kezron 
Archibald - dark.mata 
Zac, and Valencia Griffin 
(Compassionate Touch 
Spa).

the event was also a Pro Women’s 
Bikini Fitness Championship, and 

Nisbett was impressive in her  
division, which was Women’s Bikini 

Fitness Short Class. 

Nevisian Bodybuilder Toni Nisbett
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Rethink full membership of CARICOM  
to make it effective  

By Sir Ronald Sanders 

 (The writer is Antigua and 
Barbuda’s Ambassador to 
the United States and the 
Organization of American 
States.   He is also a Senior 
Fellow at the Institute 
of Commonwealth 
Studies at the University 
of London and Massey 
College in the University 
of Toronto.  The views 
expressed are entirely his 
own)  

Almost 80 years ago, 
Jamaica’s Norman 
Manley asked a ques-
tion that has been echo-
ing throughout the 12 
independent English-
Speaking Caribbean 
countries that form the 
Caribbean Community  
(CARICOM).  

He asked: “are we satis-
fied to be obscure nonenti-
ties in a world where only 
larger groupings have the 
chance of survival and 
success?”.  That question 
has haunted the minds of 
West Indians ever since. 
For, in answer to it, the 
West Indies chose not the 
path to a “West Indian na-
tion standing shoulder to 
shoulder with all other na-
tions of the world”, which 
he advocated, but the road 
to small, weak countries 
in a world where to be 
small is to be unimport-
ant and to be weak is to be 
ignored.  

The present 14 inde-
pendent countries of 
CARICOM proclaim 
that they are collec-
tively a ‘Community of 
Sovereign States’.  More 
often than not in their re-
lations with each other, 
and in their hemispheric 
and global affairs, it is 
their sovereignty that they 
exercise, not their com-
munity.  Consequently, 
each of them has re-
mained small, weak and 
inconsequential in global 
affairs.  

This weakness has caused 
them to compromise the 
very ‘sovereignty’ to 
which they cling against 
each other, by entering 
client relationships with 
richer and more powerful 
countries.  These relations 
are always subject spe-
cific and serve the con-
venience of the powerful 
countries.  They produce 
no changes in the struc-
tural environment that 
entraps CARICOM coun-
tries. Such benefits, as are 
proffered, give little and 
do much to increase their 
dependency.  

This situation was al-
ready a problem in the 12 
English-speaking coun-
tries before CARICOM 
decided to widen its 
membership, rather than 
deepen economic and po-
litical integration among 
themselves.     

Influential leaders in 
Jamaica had long an-
swered Noman Manley’s 
question by deciding that 
the country’s future did 
not lie with CARICOM, 
except as a market for 
Jamaican goods and ser-
vices, and, these days, 
for some of its migrants.  
Of all its leaders since 
Norman Manley, P J 
Patterson, emerged as 
the greatest CARICOM 
disciple and advocate, 
though not without am-
bivalence in his own party 
and fierce resistance from 
traditional thought-lead-
ers in the Jamaica Labour 
Party.  Jamaica’s unsure-
ness about CARICOM 
served to slow, rather than 
to accelerate its cohesion, 
including on foreign poli-
cy issues.   

The Bahamas chose to 
join the ‘Community’ 
but not the ‘Common 
Market’, opting to partici-
pate only in limited areas 
of functional cooperation 
but not in the free move-
ment of goods, services 
and people, and not oblig-
ing itself to take shared 
foreign policy positions.   

Closer to Miami than it is 
to any CARICOM coun-
try, and with the great-
est portion of its trade in 
goods and services with 
the US, the Bahamas po-
sition is understandable.  
However, its equivocation 

on standing with the 
majority of CARICOM 
states, when it considers 
its own interests dictate 
other alliances, has de-
prived CARICOM of the 
decisiveness that it should 
display.  If the Bahamas 
were an ‘Associated State’ 
of CARICOM, its current 
position would be more 
correctly represented, 
giving it opportunities for 
benefits from functional 
cooperation, without re-
straining foreign policy 
decision-making.  

Haiti and Suriname 
were brought into the 
CARICOM fold, even as 
these uncertainties were 
evident.  

Suriname, despite the 
language barrier and dif-
ferent legal system, has 
become an enthusiastic 
member of CARICOM, 
recognizing the benefits 
of collaboration with its 
closest neighbours.  

In Haiti’s case, it never 
became wholly a member 
of CARICOM.  Many of 
the rules of the organisa-
tion do not apply to Haiti, 
whose governments have 
tended to regard member-
ship of the organization as 
a necessary convenience 
while keeping their eyes 
firmly fixed on France 
- the original colonial 
power - the United States 
and Canada which are the 
destinations for their mi-
grants, legal and illegal, 
and the sources of aid.  In 
its foreign policy deci-
sion-making, Haiti finds 
it difficult to pursue dif-
ferent paths from Canada, 
France and the US.  

Haiti’s position is also 
understandable.  Its en-
demic economic prob-
lems cannot be solved 
by CARICOM whose 
principal role can only 
be to advocate for Haiti’s 
interests internationally.  
However, given these 
circumstances, Haiti’s 
necessary alignments can 
restrain CARICOM from 
making decisions that are 
based on unanimity.   

It might have been bet-
ter for Haiti also to be 
an ‘Associate State’ in 
CARICOM where it 
could benefit from the 
functional aspects of the 
organisation, without be-
ing constrained by, or 
constraining, other mem-
ber states.  

Adherents to the purist 
theology of an integrated 
Caribbean, despite the 
obvious impediments that 
patently exist, and which 
delay the deepening of 
the CARICOM arrange-
ments, will regard this 
commentary as heresy.  
But, in a world, where 
experience, shows the 
impracticalities of pursu-
ing the ambitions of the 
CARICOM Treaty, in the 
present irresolution, re-
thinking is necessary.  

Recognition of a weak 
CARICOM, brought 
about by reluctant par-
ticipation of some mem-
bers, was evident in the 
report of the CARICOM 
Commission on the 
Economy which pro-
posed “a mechanism of 
‘enhanced cooperation’ 
where a group of no 
less than five member 
states can move ahead 
with closer integration 
on a CARICOM Single 
Market and Economy 
matter, as long as the oth-
ers do not object and are 
free to join at any point 
later. We believe that in the 
area of greater economic 
integration an ‘enhanced 
cooperation mechanism’ 
will overcome paralysis, 
where progress may be 
blocked by just one coun-
try or a small group of 
countries”.  But, not even 
on that recommendation 
has CARICOM been able 
to move forward.  

It is time to re-think the 
integration project, based 
on practical realities.  The 
answers the region has 
been given to Norman 
Manley’s question re-
quire us to move ahead 
to reform and strengthen 
CARICOM so that its 
committed member states 

might try collectively “to 
stand shoulder to shoulder 
with all other nations of 
the world”.   

Maybe if a smaller group 
could achieve success in 
greater cohesion and co-
herence, the others will 
recognize value and act 
to be a convinced part of 
it. But pretense that all is 
well helps none.  

Responses and previous 
commentaries: www.sir-
ronaldsanders.com 

Sir Ronald Sanders 
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LaND rEGiStrY aCt  
(VaLiDatioN) BiLL, 2021, 

PaSSED iN FEDEraL  
ParLiaMENt

Basseterre, St. Kitts, 
August 05, 2021 
(SKNIS): A Bill to vali-
date the Land Registry 
Act #10 of 2017 and to 
give retroactive effect to 
the provisions of the Act 
otherwise known as the 
Land Registry Validation 
Bill, 2021, was passed in 
the Federal Parliament on 
Thursday, August 05.

Mover of the Bill, the 
Honourable Attorney-
General and Minister re-
sponsible for Justice and 
Legal Affairs, Senator 
Vincent Byron Jr., said 
that the “Bill will seek 
to provide for the Land 
Registry Act to come into 
operation” on August 09, 
2021, and “it would also 
validate any action taken 
or done by the govern-
ment prior to the coming 
into force of the said Act.”

Attorney-General Byron 
added the Bill is an im-
portant part of the nation-
al heritage.

“Mr. Speaker, real prop-
erty is a cornerstone of 
the economy of any coun-
try and so it is, here with 
us in St. Kitts and Nevis. 
To have real property, an 
individual has to have that 
property registered,” said 
Minister Byron Jr. “And 
since 1887, we here in 
St. Kitts and Nevis have 
been governed by the 
Title by Registration Act. 
At that time, what came 
into force was a system 
of land registration, a sys-
tem that one refers to as 
the Torrens System and 
this system is a land reg-
istration and land transfer 
system in which a state 
creates and maintains 
a register of land hold-
ings which serves as the 
conclusive evidence and 
termed indefeasible of 
title of the person record-
ed on the register as the 
proprietor, owner and all 
other interests recorded 
on the register,” Senator 
Byron Jr. added.

He noted that in the past, 
land registration, land 
management and the land 
transfer system were han-
dled directly by the High 
Court Registry. However, 
all that changed in 2017 
when a dedicated Land 
Registry was established 
in St. Kitts and Nevis.

The Act modernizes and 
streamlines the process.

“The long title of the Act 
provides for an Act to es-
tablish a National Land 
Registry and to provide 
for electronic searches, 
the preservation of re-
cords and related matters. 
The Act provides for the 
establishment of a dedi-
cated Land Registry with 
a main office in St. Kitts 
and a branch office in 
Nevis,” he said. “It also 
provides for the staff-
ing of the Registry, the 
converting of land copy 
records to electronic cop-
ies and the maintenance 
of records in an electronic 
format and the availabili-
ty of direct and remote ac-
cess of registry services.”

In keeping with the Land 
Registry Act, Dawn 
Myers was appointed 
as Registrar of Lands 
in November 2017. 
Immediately, she set 
out to accomplish two 
things: address the back-
log of cases created over 
the years in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, as well as to es-
tablish a Land Registry 
Committee.

The Land Registry, which 
is now separated from 
the High Court, works 
closely with the Inland 
Revenue Department 
in St. Kitts and Nevis, 
the Lands and Surveys 
Department, and gener-
ally, the Ministries of 
Sustainable Development 
and the Ministries of 
Communications and 
Physical Planning.
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 “We are going to ensure that they are kept clear, 
and we are going to have discussions with the  

permanent secretary and the director to ensure 
that they have a programme in place for ongoing 
cleaning and maintenance work at the market so 

that these things would not reoccur,”

PUBLiC WorKS DEPartMENt to FiX LEaKS  
aND DraiNaGE ProBLEMS at tHE  

BaSSEtErrE PUBLiC MarKEt

Basseterre, St. Kitts, 
August 5, 2021 (SKNIS): 
The Public Works 
Department has commit-
ted to quickly fix leaks 
and drainage problems 
at the Basseterre Public 

Market following heavy 
rains that caused flooding 
at the facility on August 4.   

 Director at the Public 
Works Department, 
George Gilbert, said, 
“What we are saying here 
is there are some skylights 
in the roof and around the 
skylights, there is some 
corrosion, and it appears 
as if that is where the 
water came from this 
morning.”

 He continued, “What we 
are going to do is have 
some discussions with 

the permanent secretary 
and director for the mar-
ket and we are going to 
find out exactly what is 
the intention in the short 
term, the medium term, 
and also in the long term 

for the development of 
the market in terms of the 
rehabilitation work.”

 He said that the Ministry 
of Public Infrastructure 
is going to make a rapid 
turnaround to make the 
people of the market 
feel as comfortable as 
possible.

 “There are drainage sys-
tems around the perim-
eter of the market, and it 
appears as if during the 
heavy rain this morning, 
those drains were blocked 
and it caused the floor of 

the market to be flooded,” 
Director Gilbert said. “It 
appears as if there was 
garbage in those drains, 
which caused the water 
backup, so one of the 
things we are going to en-

sure is that the drains are 
suitable, and if they were 
not the adequate size, we 
would actually upgrade 
the size of them to the ad-
equate size.

 “We are going to ensure 
that they are kept clear, 
and we are going to have 
discussions with the per-
manent secretary and the 
director to ensure that 
they have a programme in 
place for ongoing clean-
ing and maintenance 
work at the market so that 
these things would not 
reoccur,” Mr. Gilbert said.
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MV asphalt 
Princess:  

Suspected  
Hijackers Leave 

Ship off UaE

WORLD  NEWS

A UK maritime security 
agency said the potential 
hijacking of the Panama-
flagged MV Asphalt 
Princess had ended but 
gave no further details.

The bitumen tanker was 
seized on Tuesday head-
ing into the congested 
approach to the Strait of 
Hormuz.

It is not clear who seized 
the ship, but analysts sus-
pected Iranian forces.

Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards dismissed reports 
of possible involvement 
as a pretext for “hostile 
action” against Tehran.

The men who boarded 
the MV Asphalt Princess 
were reportedly armed 
and are said to have or-
dered it to sail to Iran.

The United Kingdom 
Maritime Trade 
Operations (UKMTO) 
had initially warned 
ships of an incident be-
fore declaring a “poten-
tial hijack” hours later.

On Wednesday, the 
UKMTO tweeted that 
those who boarded the 
vessel had left, adding: 
“Vessel is safe. Incident 
complete.”

The incident occurred 
less than a week after an 
oil tanker operated by an 
Israeli-owned company 
was attacked by a drone 
off Oman, killing two 
security guards – one 
British and the other 

Romanian.

The US, UK and Israel 
blamed Iran for the at-
tack – a claim it strongly 
denies.

BBC Security 
Correspondent Frank 
Gardner says the MV 
Asphalt Princess is 
owned by a Dubai-based 
company that had one 
of its ships hijacked two 
years ago by the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards.

He says that, according to 
reports, up to nine armed 
men boarded the vessel 
as it neared the entrance 
to the Strait of Hormuz, 
through which about a 
fifth of the world’s mari-
time oil supplies passes.

The UKMTO had earlier 
advised shipping services 
near Fujairah in the Gulf 
of Oman to exercise ex-
treme caution.

Earlier in the day, four oil 
tankers reported that they 
were “not under com-
mand”, which usually 
means that a vessel has 
lost power and cannot 
steer. One of the ships 
later began moving, the 
Associated Press news 
agency reports.

Iran’s foreign ministry 
said reports involving 
several ships on Tuesday 
were “suspicious” and 
warned against any effort 
to “create a false atmo-
sphere” against Tehran.
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1. Culvert Construction at Stonefort Ghaut, Stonefort St. Kitts 

2. Culvert Construction at Cranstoun Ghaut, Newton Ground 

3. Phillips Village Slope Protection  
 

Tender Documents can be obtained at the Public Works 
Department, Wellington Road, Basseterre, St Kitts, as of 
Monday 26th July 2021 for a non-refundable fee of  
EC$1 000.00 each. 
 
Completed tender shall be delivered in sealed envelope to the 
office of:  
 

Director of Public Works Department  
Wellington Road, Basseterre, St Kitts on or before 1:00pm 
Friday 20th August 2021. 
 
Tenderers or their representatives are invited to the Tender 
Opening. 

Eligibility 

It is mandatory that Tenderers be locally registered in the 
Federation of St. Kitts & Nevis. Business License MUST be 
presented before receipt of Tender Document. 
 
 

 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis 
Invites Tenderers to Bid on the following 

Projects: 
God is the source of life and light and 
joy to the universe. Like rays of light 
from the sun, like the streams of water 
bursting from a living spring, blessings 
flow out from Him to all His creatures. 
And wherever the life of God is in the 
hearts of men, it will flow out to others 
in love and blessing. 

Our Saviour’s joy was in the uplift-
ing and redemption of fallen men. For 
this He counted not His life dear unto 
Himself, but endured the cross, de-
spising the shame. So angels are ever 
engaged in working for the happiness 
of others. This is their joy. That which 
selfish hearts would regard as humiliat-
ing service, ministering to those who 
are wretched and in every way infe-
rior in character and rank, is the work 
of sinless angels. The spirit of Christ’s 
self-sacrificing love is the spirit that per-
vades heaven and is the very essence of 
its bliss. This is the spirit that Christ’s 
followers will possess, the work that 
they will do. 

When the love of Christ is enshrined in 
the heart, like sweet fragrance it cannot 
be hidden. Its holy influence will be felt 
by all with whom we come in contact. 
The spirit of Christ in the heart is like a 
spring in the desert, flowing to refresh 
all and making those who are ready to 
perish, eager to drink of the water of 
life. 

Love to Jesus will be manifested in a 
desire to work as He worked for the 
blessing and uplifting of humanity. It 
will lead to love, tenderness, and sym-
pathy toward all the creatures of our 
heavenly Father’s care. 

The Saviour’s life on earth was not a life 
of ease and devotion to Himself, but He 
toiled with persistent, earnest, untiring 
effort for the salvation of lost mankind. 
From the manger to Calvary He fol-
lowed the path of self-denial and sought 
not to be released from arduous tasks, 
painful travels and exhausting care and 
labor. He said, “The Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to min-
ister, and to give His life a ransom for 
many.” Matthew 20:28. This was the 
one great object of His life. Everything 
else was secondary and subservient. It 
was His meat and drink to do the will 
of God and to finish His work. Self and 
self-interest had no part in His labor. 

So those who are the partakers of the 
grace of Christ will be ready to make 
any sacrifice, that others for whom He 

died may share the heavenly gift. They 
will do all they can to make the world 
better for their stay in it. This spirit is the 
sure outgrowth of a soul truly convert-
ed. No sooner does one come to Christ 
than there is born in his heart a desire to 
make known to others what a precious 
friend he has found in Jesus; the saving 
and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up 
in his heart. If we are clothed with the 
righteousness of Christ and are filled 
with the joy of His indwelling Spirit, we 
shall not be able to hold our peace. If 
we have tasted and seen that the Lord 
is good we shall have something to tell. 
Like Philip when he found the Saviour, 
we shall invite others into His pres-
ence. We shall seek to present to them 
the attractions of Christ and the unseen 
realities of the world to come. There 
will be an intensity of desire to follow 
in the path that Jesus trod. There will be 
an earnest longing that those around us 
may “behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” John 
1:29. 

And the effort to bless others will react 
in blessings upon ourselves. This was 
the purpose of God in giving us a part 
to act in the plan of redemption. He has 
granted men the privilege of becoming 
partakers of the divine nature and, in 
their turn, of diffusing blessings to their 
fellow men. This is the highest honor, 
the greatest joy, that it is possible for 
God to bestow upon men. Those who 
thus become participants in labors of 
love are brought nearest to their Creator. 

God might have committed the mes-
sage of the gospel, and all the work of 
loving ministry, to the heavenly angels. 
He might have employed other means 
for accomplishing His purpose. But in 
His infinite love He chose to make us 
co-workers with Himself, with Christ 
and the angels, that we might share the 
blessing, the joy, the spiritual uplift-
ing, which results from this unselfish 
ministry. 

We are brought into sympathy with 
Christ through the fellowship of His 
sufferings. Every act of self-sacrifice 
for the good of others strengthens the 
spirit of beneficence in the giver’s 
heart, allying him more closely to the 
Redeemer of the world, who “was rich, 
yet for your sakes ... became poor, that 
ye through His poverty might be rich.” 
2 Corinthians 8:9. And it is only as we 
thus fulfill the divine purpose in our cre-
ation that life can be a blessing to us. 

Steps to Christ          
Chapter 9—The Work and the Life
Ellen G. White 
Writings Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. White. All Rights Reserved.
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