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AD	SUMMA	SEMPER	NITENS	

The Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College (CFBC) Board of Governors invites applications from 
suitably qualified persons to fill the full-time position at the CFBC from January 5, 2022. 

                       

HEALTH SCIENCES LECTURER 
   

Summary and Job Description:  
The Lecturer 

• Should be a Registered Nurse with advanced academic preparation and training preferably in the 
area of Nursing Education. 

• Will be engaged in the delivery of Nursing Assistant, Midwifery, and Bachelor of Science Nursing 
Degree, and other programmes at CFBC requiring related expertise and competencies. 

• Will be responsible for the preparation and delivery of classroom instruction, laboratory exercises, 
practicum, and tutorials to students on a wide range of nursing and related courses. 

• Will be expected to prepare related material such as syllabi, course outlines, schedules and 
assignments, and engage in the assessment and evaluation of students. 

• Will be required to participate in professional activities, maintain and develop areas of expertise, 
and keep abreast of new trends in the field. 

• Will be expected to facilitate students in a variety of clinical environments and to assist them to 
understand the congruence between theory and practice. 

    

Qualification and Experience: 
• Have a minimum of a Master’s Degree in Nursing or Nursing Education. 
• Have a current, active, nursing license (or is eligible to be licensed) to practice in the Federation of 

St. Kitts and Nevis. 
• Have a minimum of 3 years of experience as a registered or advanced nurse practitioner. 
• Midwifery qualification and experience would be considered an asset. 

• Possess good communication, interpersonal and computer literacy skills. 
• Prior experience teaching students in the classroom and in clinical practice environments would be 

considered an asset. 
  

Qualified applicants should submit: 
• Letter of Application 
• Curriculum Vitae 
• Official academic certificates, transcripts and other relevant documents (certified copies) 
• Two references with telephone number and e-mail address 

  

Salary: Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience and in accordance with the 
current salary structure at the CFBC. 
   

Applications should be sent as one file to: boardofgovernors@cfbc.edu.kn  
  

and     addressed to 
The Chairman of the Board  
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College, 
P.O. Box 268, Burdon Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts 
    

The deadline for receipt of applications is August 27, 2021. Late applications will not be 
acknowledged. 

Pfizer joins SKN’s virus defences
By Loshaun Dixon   

St. Kitts and Nevis re-
ceived its first tranche 
of Pfizer vaccines from 
the United States on 
Thursday, which will al-
low authorities to expand 
the vaccine rollout to now 
include adolescents.

This is the first of three 
tranches of a total of 
35,100 doses to be re-
ceived from the US. 
11,700 was received in 
the delivery.

Minister of Health 
Akilah Byron-Nisbett 
said that this was a criti-
cal juncture, where there 
is substantial focus on 
COVID-19 vaccines to 
“combat the dreaded 
coronavirus to protect 
our citizens and residents 
from this disease”.

“I am therefore extremely 
pleased that today we are 
here to receive this vac-
cine which came after a 
request from CARICOM 
to President Joe Biden of 
the USA for the sharing 
of vaccines.”

She hailed the 73% of 
the adult population vac-
cinated with at least the 
first dose of the Oxford/
AstraZeneca vaccine.

“I commend all those 
who have taken their vac-
cines for being cognizant 
that the COVID-19 vac-
cine can, and continues 
to save millions of lives, 
and is widely recognised 
as the world’s most suc-
cessful and cost-effective 
public health intervention 
to combat the virus.”

She said these new vac-
cines also offer opportuni-
ties for some adolescents 
to be vaccinated.

“I am further inspired that 
the arrival of the Pfizer 
vaccines means that our 
children over the age of 
12 years old, who could 
not be administered the 
Oxford/AstraZeneca 

vaccine, will now be able 
to receive safe vaccines to 
counteract the dangerous 
COVID-19 virus.”

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris said that 
it was a “good day” for 
St. Kitts and Nevis as the 
fight continues against 
COVID-19, as well as the 
navigation to recovery.

“It is indeed a good day 
in our journey towards 
delivering the stronger, 
safer future that my ad-
ministration has prom-
ised our beloved citizens 
and residents.”

He expressed collec-
tive gratitude to US 
President Biden and his 
administration.“This sig-
nificant donation comes 
as a consequence of 
high-level diplomacy by 
heads of government and 
Caricom. Through our 
diplomatic channels and 
strong relationships, our 
Team Unity Government 
has been working hard 
to secure even more vac-
cines for our people.

“Today we are reaping 
the benefits of Unity at 
work, unity in the coun-
try, unity in the region 
and unity beyond the re-
gion. Working together as 
a country, as a region, and 
international community, 
we can accomplish so 
much more.”

Dr Harris said they will 
pursue more partnerships 
with members of the re-
gional and international 
community to advance 
the lives of citizens and 
residents

“The arrival of this 
tranche further strength-
ens our vaccination 
rollout by providing an 
additional supply of safe 
vaccines to fight the dan-
gerous COVID-19. This 
is an important develop-
ment for us, because glob-
ally, there is a significant 
shortage of vaccines.”

He noted that it allows for 
the vaccination of some 
adolescents.

“This is a tremendous 
benefit, since our children 
can now have their pro-
tection rather than relying 
on vaccinated adults for 
their protection.”

He said it means that high 
schools at least can now 
get an immunity.

“The Pfizer vaccine has 
been used to vaccinate 
people below age 12. This 
is significant, because at 
present in our country 
only persons 18 and over 
were able to access the 
Oxford/AstraZeneca vac-
cine. This is a tremendous 
benefit, since our children 
can now have their pro-
tection rather than relying 
on vaccinated adults for 
their protection.

“It means our secondary 
schools can be put in a saf-
er position when schools 
reopen in September this 
year. Their tomorrow can 
be much brighter than 
their yesterday and today, 
because we now have the 
Pfizer vaccine.”

Dr Harris said they can 
add to the general protec-
tion of the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis

“My administration is 
committed to delivering a 
stronger, safer future, and 
to do so we must protect 
all our people. And in the 
path of development and 
the organisation of our 
country, we have always 
paid special attention to 
young people, the elderly, 
the vulnerable. We can 
do this much more ef-
fectively with the Pfizer 
vaccine.”

Based on evidence from 
clinical trials in people 
16 years and older, the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vac-
cine was 95% effective 
at preventing laboratory-
confirmed infection with 
the virus that causes 

COVID-19 in people 
who received two doses 
and had no evidence of 
being previously infected.

In clinical trials, the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
was also highly effective 
at preventing laboratory-
confirmed COVID-19 
infection in adolescents 
12–15 years old, and 
the immune response in 
people 12–15 years old 
was at least as strong as 
the immune response in 
people 16–25 years old.

The vaccine was also 
highly effective in clini-
cal trials at preventing 
COVID-19 among peo-
ple of diverse age, sex, 
race, and ethnic catego-
ries, and among people 
with underlying medical 
conditions.

CMO Dr Hazel Laws, PM Dr Timothy Harris, 
Minister of Health Akilah Byron-Nisbett and 

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Health 
Dr Delores Stapleton-Harris welcome the first 

tranche of Pfizer vaccines
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Crooke off to officiate at  
Paralympics

Crooke officiating at Pan Am Games Winston Crooke

By Loshaun Dixon   

Local triathlon stal-
wart, Nevisian Winston 
Crooke, will be heading 
to Tokyo later this month 
to participate as one of 
two Caribbean officials 
for the Paralympics 
triathlon.

Crooke is a 12-year veter-
an official at triathlon and 
has participated in many 
events including the 
Commonwealth Games, 
PanAm Games, European 
Championships and 
World Championships 

“I will be officiating 
at the triathlon at the 
Paralympics in Tokyo, 
Japan. I am an official 
for World Triathlon and I 
have been official for 12 
years now, and to offici-
ate at an Olympic event is 
like the pinnacle of your 
sporting achievement,” 
Crooke told the Observer.

He said he was a level two 
official, one of only three 
in the Caribbean, and 
hopes next year will do 
his level three - the high-
est level in the region.

Crooke explained what 
his role would be in 
Tokyo

“A triathlon is swim, bike 
and run, but these athletes 
are in pairs in terms of 
their physicality. Our job 
as officials is to make sure 
the course is safe and fair. 
We examine all the equip-
ment, examine the course 
to make sure everything is 
in place, and put the rules 
in place to make sure the 
event is run smoothly 

He said that he has been 
involved in the sport for 
more than 20 years, and 
participated at numerous 
levels.

“In 2001 was my first 
triathlon. Since then I 
competed at all levels, all 
the way up to iron man. I 
have travelled the world 
as a competitor and also 
ran the national team 
to compete around the 
world.”

He is responsible for 
bringing the first triathlon 
to Nevis.

“It is my baby and I 
watched it grow over the 
years.”Crooke said that 
officiating is a personal 
thing and he wanted to 
do it so he could remain 
interested and relevant to 
the sport that he enjoys.

“I strongly believe we 

as a nation are not look-
ing outside the box, and 
I always encourage my 
athletes to invest first in 
yourself, and that will en-
courage people to invest 
in you and look beyond 
the performance side of 
things. 

“It also gives you a 
chance to give back and 
broadens the avenues 
available through sports.”

This will be his first time 
at an Olympic Games, 
and he will be joined by 
42 other triathlon officials 
from around the world.

“When I started officiat-
ing I was 50, and so there 
was no way I was going to 
the Olympics at 50...This 
is a way for me to attend 
the pinnacle of the sport. 
Which athlete or official 
does not want to be con-
sidered good enough to be 
at the Olympic Games? 
This has been something 
I looked forward to, and 
tried my best to be one of 
the chosen officials - only 
two from the Caribbean 
and one of them is me, so 
I am very honoured.”

Crooke will leave here on 
the 21st of August and the 
competition will begin in 
Tokyo on the 24th.

 

The Four Seasons Resort Nevis is looking for 
ambitious, dynamic and talented individuals to 
join our illustrious team. The Four Seasons can 
provide you the upward mobility you deserve and 
the benefit of staying free at Four Seasons around 
the world. 

Vacancies currently exist in the following 
Departments: -

• Food & Beverage 
• Culinary  
• Stewarding 
• Beach & Pool 
• Housekeeping 
• Laundry 
• Spa 
• Front Office 

 
Log on to our website, jobs.fourseasons.com and 
apply for an experience of a lifetime today. 
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Recently, we have read of turtles being disturbed while nesting and of 
some have been badly injured. Added to that we know of the damage 
being done to turtles in the wild through the injestion of plastics and we 
are not innocent bystanders in introducing these plastics into the ocean.
 

While it is true that historically, turtle meat and turtle eggs have been 
consumed in Nevis, ever since the recognition of their endangered status 
world wide, the country has joined in conservation efforts and to provide 
safe haven for these creatures. 

As a result, there has been a decline in their consumption, an increasing 
recognition of their plight and the need for conservation. In fact, there 
is a Turtle Conservation group and one of its founding members won an 
international award for conservation works.  Through them, Nevis has 
gained international recognition, and dare we say, attracted tourists who 
are conservation minded.

Now, we run the risk of being blacklisted by powerful international 
environmentalist and conservationist groups, all because of the willful 
acts of a few misguided individuals.

Leatherbacks and Hawksbill turtles, the two that most frequent our 
shores,  feed mostly on jellyfish, and jellyfish thrive in warm waters.  
As our sea water becomes warmer due to global warming, outbreaks 

of jellyfish is highly possible.  Some species of jellyfish can injure 
swimmers, with effects ranging from mild discomfort to serious injury 
or even death.  This would be disastrous to a country such as ours, that 
markets and highly values its pristine beaches.

In light of these linkages, turtle protection has become an aspect of 
economic protection.  Perhaps, therefore, it is time for tougher legislation 
to be passed to move turtle protection into the realm of prosecutorial 
activity, in much the same way that lobsters are.  Perhaps it is time for 
men to accept that there are over-the-counter and prescription aphrodisiac 
products available. Perhaps it is time for a more pro-active approach to 
conservation education.

The Observer joins in the condemnation of these turtle hunters.  The 
damage these few persons do can be far reaching for all of us.

EDitorial

Protect the Turtles
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The Board of Governors of the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College invites applications from suitably 
qualified persons to fill the following full-time position with effect from September 1, 2021: 

 
 

ECONOMICS LECTURER 

 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Applicants must possess a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics from a recognized tertiary 
institution 

• A Master’s Degree in Economics or a related field from a recognized tertiary institution would 
be considered an asset 

• Successful experience in teaching tertiary level Economics courses would be considered an 
asset. 
 

Main Responsibilities 
• Design teaching materials to sustain students’ interest 
• Teach the Economics and other related courses 
• Produce course outlines and review syllabi 
• Set, mark and invigilate course work and exams 
• Monitor students’ progress and academic development 
• Enter attendance and grades in the Student Information System 
• Foster and encourage intellectual curiosity 

 
Applications from Qualified Applicants should include: 

• Letter of Application 
• Curriculum Vitae 
• Police Record 
• Official academic certificates, transcripts and other relevant documents (certified copies) 
• Two references with telephone and e-mail addresses 

                                                                                                                                       
Salary: 
Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience and in accordance with the current 
salary structure at the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College.  
 
All application documents should be scanned and submitted as one email file to:  
   
boardofgovernors@cfbc.edu.kn  
    
and     addressed to 
The Chairman of the Board  
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College, 
P.O. Box 268, Burdon Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts 
 
The deadline for receipt of applications is August 13, 2021. Late applications will not be 
acknowledged.   

USW to Kick Off National Week of Action  
on Infrastructure

Union’s ‘We Supply America’ Bus Scheduled to Stop at USW Locals
 to Highlight Jobs, Community Benefits of Robust Investment

Pittsburgh – USW 
members next week are 
launching a nationwide 
week of action as a part of 
their ongoing We Supply 
America campaign, call-
ing for robust investments 
in the country’s infra-
structure and highlighting 
the contributions USW 
members make, both in 
obvious and more incon-
spicuous industries. 

This will include a bus 
tour scheduled for stops at 
USW locals in six states 
between Aug. 16 and 20.

“We need a national in-
frastructure that keeps us 
safe, that is modern, that 
keeps our supply chains 
stocked with the mate-
rials we need, and that 
keeps the country mov-
ing in the right direction,” 
said USW International 
President Tom Conway. 
“As a union, we have the 
skilled work force to ac-
complish all these goals.”

Throughout its We Supply 
America campaign, 
the USW is calling on 
Congress to pass legisla-
tion to secure large-scale, 
long-term infrastructure 
investments that will cre-
ate good, union jobs and 
rebuild communities. 

“This is about so much 
more than fixing roads and 
bridges,” said Conway. 
“We need an ambitious 
overhaul of our entire crit-
ical infrastructure from 

modern schools and health 
care facilities to state-of-
the-art communications 
networks. Everything 
that USW members make 
and everything that we do 
contributes in some way 
to this vital project.”

 In a series of events along 
the bus tour’s route, USW 
members and leaders 
will address how com-
prehensive infrastructure 
investment drawing on 
American-made materials 
will provide widespread 
economic opportunity, 
strengthen domestic sup-
ply chains and spur job 
growth in communities 
across the country.

Along the way, they will 
be joined by like-minded 
allies, including Secretary 
of Labor Marty Walsh, 
members of Congress 
and other elected leaders, 
company representatives, 
and environmental and 
manufacturing advocates, 
who share the union’s 
vision for swift, robust 
infrastructure investment 
that draws on the skills 
and determination of 
American workers.

In addition to the bus tour, 
USW members across 
the United States this 
week will be joining with 
their employers to send 
letters to the administra-
tion and elected officials, 
engaging in a postcard 

campaign that includes 
delivering thousands of 
cards to Senate offices, 
and calling their members 
of Congress in support 
of robust infrastructure 
investment. 

“Ultimately, every worker 
and every family in ev-
ery U.S. state will ben-
efit in some way from 
an infrastructure pro-
gram,” said International 
Vice President Roxanne 
Brown, who oversees 
the union’s legislative 
and political efforts from 
Washington, D.C.

 “Done right, a robust 
infrastructure invest-
ment will spur jobs and 
job growth in communi-
ties across the country 
and bring meaningful 
economic opportunity to 
people in all of our neigh-
borhoods,” Brown said. 
“Congress just needs to 
make it a reality.”

The USW’s We Supply 
America bus tour will in-
clude events in Chesterton, 
Ind.; Newark, Ohio; 
Weirton, W. Va.; Danville, 
Va.; Wilmington, N.C.; 
and Pittsburgh.

Updates on the tour, in-
cluding livestreams of 
the events, will be avail-
able on all USW net-
works: @Steelworkers 
on Facebook, YouTube, 
Twitter and Instagram, as 

well as at uswvoices.org/
live.

The USW repre-
sents 850,000 workers 

employed in metals, 
mining, pulp and paper, 
rubber, chemicals, glass, 
auto supply and the ener-
gy-producing industries, 

along with a growing 
number of workers in 
health care, public sector, 
higher education, tech and 
service occupations
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Haiti Elections for New President  
Postponed to Nov. 7 -media

PORT-AU-PRINCE, 
Aug 11 (Reuters) – 
Haiti’s elections have 
been postponed to Nov. 7, 
according to local media 
on Wednesday, following 
the killing last month of 
President Jovenel Moise, 
which plunged the coun-
try into political turmoil.

Documents apparently is-
sued by the government 
that were circulated on so-
cial media on Wednesday 
disclosed the postpone-
ment of the presidential 
and legislative elections, 
as well as a constitutional 
referendum, which had 
previously been sched-
uled for Sept. 26.

Reuters could not in-
dependently verify the 
authenticity of the docu-
ments. Haiti’s electoral 
council did not immedi-
ately reply to requests for 
comment.

Haiti’s new prime min-
ister, Ariel Henry, said 
in late July that the gov-
ernment planned to cre-
ate conditions for the 
Caribbean nation to hold 
elections as swiftly as 
possible.

Western powers have 
encouraged Haiti, the 
poorest country in the 
Americas, to elect new 
leadership as early as 
possible to give demo-
cratic legitimacy to the 
government.

Reporting by Andre 
Paultre in Port-au-
Prince; Writing by Laura 
Gottesdiener; Editing by 
Peter Cooney

Pallbearers in military 
attire salute next to 
a coffin holding the 
body of late Haitian 

President Jovenel 
Moise.
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Fax: (869) 469 4798/1492 | Email: info@thebankofnevis.com  | Website: www.thebankofnevis.com 

 
 

The Bank of Nevis Limited 
      

Updated 9 August 2021-Changes to important dates.  
 

RBC/RBTT Visa Credit Card Conversion to The Bank of Nevis Limited (BON) 
 
 
Effective August 23, 2021 all RBC/RBTT issued credit cards will no longer be functional, including those 
of any authorised users/co-applicants.  BON will issue replacement credit cards and outstanding credit card 
balances will be transferred to customers’ new credit card accounts.  Cardholders will be informed when 
credit cards are available for collection.  

 
Immediately upon receipt of BON replacement credit cards, customers are encouraged to update all 
recurrent payments, standing orders, online subscriptions or card information stored, with the new credit 
card account number and information.  This is to avoid any disruption in services currently connected to 
their RBC/RBTT credit cards. This is an important action as such transactions will no longer be accepted 
on cancelled RBC/RBTT credit card numbers.  
 
Cardholders with RBC/RBTT Rewards Visa Platinum Cards are reminded to redeem their reward points 
by August 15, 2021. A new Reward system takes effect on August 23, 2021. 
 
Cardholders with questions about their RBC/RBTT credit cards may contact 1 (888) 847-5803, and for 
questions about BON credit cards, customers may contact 1 (869) 469-5564.   

BON assures all its cardholders that it is working with its external partners to ensure that this transition is 
completed with minimal disruption. 
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By Loshaun Dixon   

After there was seem-
ingly light at the end of 
the tunnel for cruise tour-
ism, that sector suffered 
a setback after Tourism 
Minister Lindsay Grant 
announced last week that 
they would not welcome 
any ships homeporting 
from Florida, as they 
would feature unvaccinat-
ed passengers and violate 
other local protocols 

According to Grant, 
Governor Ron DeSantis 
of Florida is locked in 
a court battle with the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC), to prevent the 
CDC from enforcing 
guidelines that restrict 
the resumption of cruises 
home porting in Florida.

“As I stand here today, 
Caribbean home porting 
is no longer an option, 
and Florida is now the 
main home port for the 
majority of our cruises.” 

Grant explained what the 
move meant for cruise 
passengers in St. Kitts and 
Nevis. 

“It means that the rules 
for engagement have 
changed. Florida re-
quirements are mark-
edly different from the 
Caribbean, and they have 
special issues we have to 
deal with.

“From Florida, we are 
going to have vaccinated 
and unvaccinated permit-
ted to cruise. We still not 
have yet achieved herd 
immunity. Our most re-
cent health statistics indi-
cate that approximately 
70.2 percent of the target 
population have received 
their first dose of the vac-
cine and approximately 
60 percent have received 
their second dose. We 
know that the Delta vari-
ant is responsible for 90 
percent of the confirmed 
cases coming from the 
United States. We also 

know that presently there 
is a surge in Florida as 
a consequence of this 
variant.”

Grant said while St. Kitts 
and Nevis has done well 
to date managing the 
COVID-19 and vacci-
nation rollout, it is not 
enough for the destination 
to remove the restrictions.

“While an interesting 
decision to have both 
vaccinated against unvac-
cinated passengers home 
porting out of Florida, I 
am aware, and we are all 
aware, that it increases 
our risk. This is where we 
are trying to find a deli-
cate balance between the 
economics and the health 
of our country.”

He acknowledged it is not 
an easy fix, and it is some-
thing he and his team 
continue to labour over, 
as they work with the 
Ministry of Health and 
the task force to mitigate 
any risks.

“I do not want to jeop-
ardise your health, of 
course, but I also un-
derstand that you are 
suffering. I have had one-
on-one discussions and 
sat in meetings, and on 
some occasions tried to 
help. Some of you are at 
the point where you are 
losing your homes; at the 
point where you’re losing 
your vehicles, and these 
are the very items that 
you need to sustain your 
livelihoods.

“We have invested in im-
proving the guest experi-
ence around the island as 
you are aware.”

He said everyone at the 
tourist attraction sites are 
now looking for people to 
come to reap the benefits 
of these investments.

“I know that you are frus-
trated and confused.”

Grant said he had meet-
ings with taxi association 

Presidents, as they ex-
plained the plights of the 
operators who were once 
thriving. 

“I know that you the peo-
ple depend on cruise for 
your livelihoods, and it 
is one of those things that 
will keep me up all night. 
My team and I know that 
we need to get back to 
work, and we have not 
stopped working.”

He said some of the chal-
lenges encountered over 
the past few weeks in-
clude the testing require-
ments that differ from 
the cruise lines, as per the 
Florida ruling. 

“We require the RT PCR 
test 72 hours from em-
barkation port, and have 
from since October 21 last 
year. At this very time, no 
testing for vaccinated 
travellers from Florida is 
required as per the cur-
rent CDC guidelines. No 
testing of fully vaccinated 
individuals obviously in-
creases our risk.”

The Tourism Minister 
outlined what was next 
for the industry.

“With the Ministry of 
Health, we have care-
fully assessed the risk of 
the destination, and we 
are unable to receive calls 
from Florida until we can 
identify vaccination and 
testing protocols that al-
low us to achieve our goal 
of balancing the econom-
ics and public health.

“For the month of August, 
the calls of Allure and 
Symphony of the Seas 
have been cancelled. We 
will provide an update for 
the Celebrity Summit and 
Equinox.”

Grant however urged all 
in the industry to not lose 
hope.

“This has and continues 
to be an all-of-society 
approach. The situation 
with COVID will always 

remain very fluid. Yes, 
we need to be competi-
tive, as our cruise line 
partners have options in 
the Caribbean at a dime a 
dozen

“My team and I remain 
committed in our efforts 
to balance public health 
and economics.”

 He said that plans are 
still on the books to fully 
reopen in October. 

“You would also appreci-
ate that cruise is a special 
category of persons we 
are bringing to St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and obviously 
we will have to have some 
differences of protocols 
for cruising as against ar-
rivals by air.

“All of the protocols we 
would have worked out, 

were worked out bear-
ing in mind we were 
home porting out of the 
Caribbean. It is now that 
the cruise ships have 
moved to Florida, and 
that has caused a differ-
ence of protocols, because 
Governor DeSantis’ rul-
ing caused the uproar in 
the industry.”

He said that others in the 
OECS are also not ac-
cepting cruise ships at this 
time.

“Those that are outside 
of our remit such as St. 
Martin, BVI, they have 
different protocols. For 
us in the OECS and the 
wider Caribbean, we are 
trying to stick to a set 
of protocols that are the 
same, and trying to hold 
one voice on this matter.”

David Brandy, one of 
the Taxi Association 
Presidents, said that he 
hoped that the authorities 
will continue to speak to 
health authorities to strike 
a balance.

“We understand health 
comes first, because as 
wealthy as one can be, 
without health that indi-
vidual won’t be able to 
enjoy their wealth. If the 
OECS can get together 
and strike the hammer a 
little harder, work with 
the health team, I think 
we can achieve our goal.”

Brandy said he was wor-
ried that if ships cannot 
come here now, the feder-
ation might later be told: 
“To us, only them that 
share the sour may now 
share the sweet.”

Cruise tourism setback after 15 
months of pain

Case Number :NEVHCV2021/0085

Submitted Date:10/08/2021 17:02

Filed Date:11/08/2021 08:30

Fees Paid:4.00



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday August 13th, 2021 NewSPage:8

Sandals Resorts Offer 100 Caribbean Olympians  
Free Vacations

In honor of their brave 
efforts at the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics, Sandals 
Resorts International’s 
Executive Chairman, 
Adam Stewart, has 
given almost 100 
Olympians from the is-
lands where the business 
operates complimentary 
vacations.

Olympic medalists will 
get one complimentary 
no-limit nights’ stay in 
the highest room cat-
egory at any Sandals or 
Beaches resort in the 
region, as well as luxury 
BMW transportation 
from their house to the 
resort of their choosing, 
if available.

Athletes who represent-
ed their country, in any 
event, will also enjoy 
four-night luxury holi-
days at a Sandals Resort 
on their home island.

Because the much-an-
ticipated Beaches Saint 
Vincent is still closed, 
the contingent from St 
Vincent will spend their 
holiday in St Lucia.

Commenting on the 
teams’ outstanding 
achievements in get-
ting to the Olympics 
and standing on the 
podium, Stewart said, 
“It takes a great amount 
of sacrifice, hard work, 
dedication and consis-
tency to even make it 
to the Olympics. Our 
Caribbean athletes have 
shown admirable grit, 
tenacity and a fighting 
spirit and as a Caribbean 
brand, entirely commit-
ted to the development of 
the region and showcas-
ing our regional talent, 
we are beyond proud of 
every single athlete who 
went out there to repre-
sent their country.”The 
competitors will get 
complimentary ac-
commodations in 
recognition of their 
excellentaccomplish-
ments and perse-
verance during an 
Olympics marred by 
delays and uncer-
tainty owing to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Is Bank Of Nevis Int. Chief Prest hard-pressed?
An Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court August 
16, 2019 filing by Blue 
Lagoon Management 
Ltd., a Belize company, 
claiming $150,000 worth 
in shares in the new own-
ership in the Bank Of 
Nevis International Ltd. 
(BONI), came some four 
and a half months before 
the new ownership of the 
international bank be-
came effective. 

The Observer attempt-
ed to contact BONI’s 
Managing Director 
Michael J Prest several 
times this week, but he 
didn’t return our calls or 
respond to our messages.

To get an idea of what to 
expect in any challenge 
to Mr. Prest, the Observer 
made contact with a past 
colleague and sometimes 
adversary of his.

“He is the most calcu-
lated businessman that 
I have ever known”, the 
source told the Observer, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

“You can tell that his 
brain is always working. 
Every action and every-
thing that he says; every 
move is well thought out 
and well calibrated. He 
does more observing and 
listening than speaking. 
The toughest negotiator 
the industry produced. 
You go up against him, 
and when you think that 
he has backed off, is when 
he comes on like a tonne 
of brick. He grinds his op-
ponents into submission. 
He goes quiet on you, be-
having as though he has 
a hundred years to spare, 
then out of the blue he at-
tacks,” our source said.

Prest became Managing 
Director of The Bank of 
Nevis International Ltd. 
on January 3 ,2020, fol-
lowing a December 29th 
2019 announcement by

The Bank of Nevis 
Limited that read that the 
bank had entered into an 

agreement with Petrodel 
Investment Advisers 
(Nevis) Limited (PIAN), 
a Nevis-registered com-
pany, for the purchase 
of the banking opera-
tions of Bank of Nevis 
International Limited. 
“PIAN will own one 
hundred percent (100%) 
shares of Bank Of Nevis 
International Limited and 
will continue to operate 
the Bank under its exist-
ing name”. 

The sale was executed on 
31st December 2019. 

March 5th this year, 
the Bank of Nevis 
International, otherwise 
referred to as BONI, ac-
quired over 1.9 million 
ordinary shares, repre-
senting 24.08 per cent 
stake in Investrust  of the 
African country, Zambia. 

Prest in a speech at an 
event in April hosted by 
Edgar Lungu, President of 
Zambia, said that BONI’s 
involvement in Investrust 
would allow investments 
in natural resources in 
that country to be scaled 
up twentyfold.

Last month, the bank’s 
sister company, Bank Of 
Nevis International Trust 
Services (BONITS) an-
nounced that it has been 
approved to promote 
the island of St. Lucia’s 
Citizen By Investment 
Programme.

The launch of Citizenship 
Investment Programme 
(CIP) products to St. 
Lucia by BONITS, fol-
lowed the announced 
launch of the entity’s first 
overseas office in Dubai 
in April 2021, as the or-
ganisation continues to 
grow its geographic foot-
print and focus on provid-
ing global clients with 
Migration Investment 
solutions that meet their 
changing demands.

The Bank of Nevis 
International Limited 
was incorporated under 
the Nevis Companies 

Ordinance, Cap 7.06 of 
the laws of St. Christopher 
and Nevis, on April 29th, 
1998 and commenced op-
erations on July 1st, 1998.

According to a 2010 post 
by Muhtar Bakare in 
“Oil and Gas Tanzania”, 
Michael Prest was “the 
chief executive officer 
of Petrodel Resources 
Limited but was not  well-
known  outside business 
circles, but he is well-
regarded in the exclusive 
and close-knit world of 
international independent 
oil trading”.

Prest is Nigerian, but “not 
the typical successful 
Nigerian businessman. 
He avoids flamboyance 
and prefers to keep a low 
profile”, according to the 
Bakare article.

He is currently 57, and 
has completed a lot in this 
life. 

Bakare describes Prest as 
having completed four 
international marathons, 
and being “lean, wiry, 
possessed of a body toned 
by self-discipline and an 
aura of incredible calm 
and self-control”.

“Mr. Prest is from a prom-
inent Warri family. His 
grandfather was a judge 
and minister for com-
munication in the first 
republic, his father was 
a lawyer, chief of staff 
and special adviser to 
President Shehu Shagari. 
He speaks of his family 
in reverential tones,” ac-
cording to Bakare, who 
interviewed him.

“I wouldn’t be here today 
without the sacrifices my 
parents made for me.” 

Mr. Prest went to public 
school in England, con-
sidered becoming a priest 
and gave up a place at 
the School of Oriental 
and African Studies, 
University of London 
to read law at the then 
University of Ife.

“That was the first time 
in my life where I really 
was put in an arena where 
people wanted to succeed. 
I had experienced ad-
versity but I’d never had 
it right in my face, and I 
think it was the first time 
in my life where I got a 
chance to understand who 
I was in the context of my 
own history,” Prest told 
Bakare.

He sees himself as an in-
trovert, and Bakare said 
that Mr. Prest admits to 
a restless spirit. He was 
called to the bar as a law-
yer in 1984 and went into 
legal practice, but acted 
on the urge to do some-
thing bigger.

Story continued on  
page 18 BONI CEO Michael J Prest 
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Soaring Number of Nicaraguans Seek Refuge in 
Costa Rica Amid Domestic Crackdown

Nicaraguans exiled in Costa Rica take part in a march named “Nicaragua no estas sola” (Nicaragua you’re not alone), against the Government of Nica-
raguan President Daniel Ortega and the upcoming November 7 general elections,

San Jose, Aug 10 
(Reuters) – Costa Rica re-
ceived the highest number 
of refugee applications 
from Nicaraguans in July 
since the 2018 protests in 
Nicaragua, according to 
Costa Rican government 
data, following a wave 
of arrests against oppo-
nents of President Daniel 
Ortega in June.

There were 5,379 refugee 
requests by Nicaraguans 
submitted in July, Costa 
Rica’s migration agency 
told Reuters, triple the 
May figure.

The spike came as the 
Nicaraguan government 
arrested some 30 activists 
and political opponents, 
including potential can-
didates in the November 

presidential election.The 
July figures also top the 
requests made in the same 
month of 2018, when 
thousands of Nicaraguans 
fled to the neighboring 
Central American na-
tion amid a crackdown 
on protests that began in 
April of that year and left 
more than 300 dead.“We 
are amazed at the num-
ber of people who have 

arrived, most of them 
activists or people from 
civil society organiza-
tions,” said Claudia 
Vargas, coordinator of the 
Nicaraguan community 
for the Arias Foundation 
in San Jose and herself a 
refugee.Vargas said most 
of her compatriots en-
tered Costa Rica through 
informal points along 300 
kilometers of the shared 

border, avoiding official 
crossing points for fear 
of being detained by the 
Nicaraguan military.
Since 2018, some 80,000 
Nicaraguans have fled to 
Costa Rica.Ortega, who 
has been in power for the 
second time since 2007 
and is seeking re-election 
in November, has been 
facing increasing inter-
national pressure for the 

crackdown on political 
opponents and allega-
tions of human rights vio-
lations.He accuses his 
critics of conspiring to 
intervene in his country’s 
affairs.

Reporting by Alvaro 
Murillo in San Jose; 
writing by Laura 
Gottesdiener; Editing by 
Leslie Adler
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Teenage batsman Amurdan stands 
out in CWI U19 trials

Anderson Amurdan

By Staff Reporter 

Teenage Nevisian bats-
man Anderson Amurdan 
stood out last weekend 
when he slammed an 
unbeaten century on 
the opening day of the 
Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) Rising Stars U19s 
High-Performance trial 
series which got under-
way on Sunday, August 
08, 2021, in Antigua.

Amurdan scored 117 
not out off 151 balls 
in a hugely impressive 
performance for Yellow 
Flamingos against Blue 
Dolphins at the Sir Vivian 
Richards Cricket Ground.

Amurdan is one of five 
young cricketers from 
Nevis selected to show-
case in the trial series, 
which is a key part of 
CWI’s investment in de-
velopment and prepara-
tions for the players for 
the ICC U19 World Cup 
to be played in the West 

Indies early in 2022.

Amurdan, along with 
Jaden Carmichael, 
Akadianto Willett, 
Carlon Bowen-Tuckett, 
and Onaje Amory, were 
among seven players se-
lected from the Leeward 
Islands. A total of 56 
young players from the 
Leewards, Windward 
Islands, Barbados, 
Jamaica and Guyana were 
selected for the trials.

Minister of Youth and 
Sports in the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA), 
Eric Evelyn, said he is ex-
ceptionally proud of the 
young athletes.

“When I heard the news 
I was struck and in awe, 
and I was extremely hap-
py for these five talented 
cricketers. Of course, I 
would have seen the five 
of them on the field of 
play numerous times at 

some of the tournaments 
that we’ve had, and I think 
that our young cricket-
ers are at the stage now 
where they are ready and 
willing to take their talent 
and expertise to the next 
level; that is, the West 
Indies Under 19 team.   

“This is big, big news 
for us…Congratulations 
from the Ministry and 
Department of Sports, 
from all of us on the is-
land of Nevis, from all 
of us in the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis. 
“Fly the flag of St. Kitts 
and Nevis high. Do your-
selves proud, do your 
parents proud, do your 
community proud, do the 
Federation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis proud. I want to sa-
lute the young cricketers; 
I want to encourage them 
to keep their heads on, 
stay focused, stay high on 
the game of cricket,” he 
said.

The Trial Series, which 

will run until August 14, 
consists of eight 50-over 
matches, with players 
divided into four squads 
of 14. The top two teams 
will face each other and 
third and fourth place 
teams will square off on 
August 14.

At the culmination of the 
trial matches, a squad 
of 18 players will be 
selected for the West 
Indies Rising Stars U19 
tour of England, which 
will feature six Youth 
One-Day Internationals 
from September 04 to 
September 17, according 
to CWI.

Minister Evelyn says it 
would be a great achieve-
ment if all five cricketers 
from Nevis make the final 
cut. He commended the 
Department of Sports and 
former WI batsman Keith 
Arthurton’s cricket pro-
grammes for providing 
training and development 
in the sport.

“We are hoping there are 
not only five selectees for 
the camp, but that there 
will be five selectees for 
the West Indies Under 19 
team. I want to thank the 
Department of Sports for 
the excellent programmes 
for all of the sporting dis-
ciplines, including crick-
et, and the programme 
run by Keith Arthurton as 
well.

“I believe that these five 
talented cricketers would 
have gone through some 
of the programmes that we 
have at the Department of 
Sports, and it shows that 
they have done well. I 
believe these guys have 
been taking the training 
very seriously. These are 
young cricketers who be-
lieve that they can make 
it, and it’s because they 
have been consistent in 
what they are doing with 
their practice, and being 
committed to the game 

of cricket, that they have 
gotten this far to be select-
ed into this training squad 
for the West Indies Under 
19 team,” he said. 

He also congratulated the 
parents of the young men 
for their contribution and 
support of the aspirations 
of their children.

Mr. Evelyn encouraged 
adult cricketers as well 
to pursue the sport with 
earnestness, as there are 
now a lot of opportunities 
and money to be made in 
cricket.

Earlier this week, 
Nevisian batsman Kieran 
Powell was named in 
the West Indies squad to 
face Pakistan in two test 
matches in Jamaica that 
started Thursday. He was 
also subsequently named 
in the playing XI.
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Children now eligible 
after Pfizer/Biontec  

donation from US

By Loshaun Dixon 

Children as young as 
12 will begin to receive 
COVID-19 vaccines in 
St. Kitts and Nevis, after 
the government was able 
to source Pfizer/Biontec 
vaccines from the USA.

Premier of Nevis and 
Foreign Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Mark 
Brantley, credited re-
gional diplomatic efforts 
with the United States of 
America for the recently 
announced donation of 
Pfizer COVID-19 vac-
cines for St. Kitts and 
other countries in the 
Caribbean.

The US government an-
nounced Wednesday 
that it will deliver nearly 
837,000 Pfizer vaccines 
to Caribbean nations. St. 
Kitts and Nevis, which 
will be among the first 
six countries to receive 
vaccines, has been desig-
nated 11,700 doses.

“I would like to thank 
the United States and 
President [Joseph] Biden 
and his Administration 
for this tremendous ges-
ture of goodwill to pro-
vide vaccines not only to 
St. Kitts and Nevis, but to 
our entire region.

“St. Kitts and Nevis first 
raised the issue of the 
United States sharing vac-
cines with the Caribbean 
region as its third border, 
way back in March of 
this year, when I spoke 
as Foreign Minister to 

an OAS gathering. I am 
very pleased since then 
CARICOM (Caribbean 
community) has inter-
vened and mobilized our 
regional diplomatic ef-
forts and several prime 
ministers, including our 
own Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris, Prime 
Minister Gaston Browne, 
Prime Minister Keith 
Rowley of Trinidad and 
Tobago, and so many oth-
ers have intervened.

“As a consequence of 
that diplomacy we were 
advised moments ago 
that St. Kitts and Nevis 
is among the first six 
countries in the region to 
receive shipments of the 
Pfizer vaccine.”

According to an NIA 
statement, Brantley initi-
ated the region’s appeal 
for the US to donate vac-
cines when he presented 
at a virtual forum themed 
“Legal Challenges 
Faced by the Caribbean 
in the context of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic”, 
which was organized 
by the Organization of 
American States (OAS) 
in March 2021.

He first raised the is-
sue with OAS Secretary 
General Luis Almagro 
during the panel discus-
sion attended by US 
diplomats, and subse-
quently intervened with 
US Ambassador to the 
Eastern Caribbean, the 
OECS and Barbados, 
Linda Taglialatela, on the 
matter.

Brantley said this dona-
tion of the much sought 
after vaccines is indica-
tive of the efficacy of 
diplomacy and testament 
to the strengthening of 
relations between the 
Federation and the United 
States.

“We say diplomacy mat-
ters because in fact, it 
does. Today, we are reap-
ing the fruits of that dip-
lomatic push. I think it 
speaks eloquently to the 
strength of the diplomacy 
of St. Kitts and Nevis that 
we were able to lead the 
charge in relation to the 
United States donating 
vaccines to us, but also 
it speaks to the fact that 
being among the first six 
countries to benefit shows 
a very special relationship 
that we have been able to 
develop with the United 
States.

“And when we contrast 
that to the relationship 
that hitherto existed, we 
recognize the real power 
of our quiet diplomacy 
with the United States, as 
the most important ally to 
St. Kitts and Nevis and to 
our region.”

The other Caribbean ter-
ritories slated to receive 
vaccines in the first 
tranche from the US are 
The Bahamas - 397,000 
doses; Trinidad and 
Tobago - over 305,000 
doses; Barbados - 70,200 
doses; St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines - 35,100; 
and Antigua and Barbuda 
-17,550 doses.

Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Hazel Laws said that the 
US donation of Pfizer\
Biontec vaccines was an-
nounced Wednesday and 
St. Kitts and Nevis wel-
comed the first of three 
shipments Thursday.

“The shipment we ex-
pect will contain 11,700 

doses and the Ministry of 
Health has made all the 
preparations in terms of 
receiving these vaccines, 
appropriate and adequate 
vaccines distribution, 
and administration of the 
vaccines.”

Dr. Laws said anyone 
aged 12 and over are 

eligible to take this vac-
cine when available.

“Anybody 12 years and 
above can present and 
accept the Pfizer/Biontec 
once we announce 
the date or commence 
administration.”

Premier of Nevis and Foreign Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, Mark Brantley,
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Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, August 3, 
2021: The Chairman of Republic 
Financial Holdings Limited (RFHL), 
Vincent Pereira, in announcing 
third quarter profits today said, 
“The uncertainty of the COVID-19 
pandemic continues to impact the 
economies in which the Republic 
Financial Holdings Limited Group 
operate. Vaccination programmes 
commenced in many countries, but 
re-openings and recovery of tourist 
arrivals remained gradual and at times 
interrupted by rising COVID-19 
cases. The Group continues to sup-
port its customers, communities and 
staff, through concessions on loan 
payments, interest rates and fees, in-
creased business support, donations 

of medical and educational supplies 
and the rollout of a staff vaccination 
programme.”

He added, “Against this backdrop, 
Republic Financial Holdings Limited 
(RFHL) recorded profit attributable 
to its equity holders of US$155.1 mil-
lion for the nine months ended June 
30, 2021.  This represents an increase 
of US$39.2 million or 33.8% over 
the US$115.9 million reported in 
the corresponding period of the last 
financial year.  The improved results 
reflect the impact of the Group’s ac-
quisition of the British Virgin Islands 
(BVI) operations in June 2020, lower 

provisions for loan losses and general 
improvement in operating profitabil-
ity in Ghana and Cayman National 
Corporation. These positive develop-
ments were partially offset by a re-
duction in net interest margins, fees 
and commission income across the 
Group. Lower interest rates, fees and 
commissions reflect the Group’s de-
cision to maintain many of the con-
cessions granted to our customers at 
the inception of the pandemic.”

Total assets stood at US$16.2 bil-
lion at June 30, 2021, an increase of 
US$437.7 million or 2.8% over the 
total assets at June 2020, representing 
3.7% growth in loans and advances 
and 9.9% growth in investments 

funded by the growth in customer de-
posits across most subsidiaries.

Mr. Pereira concluded, “Despite 
uncertainty over the duration of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we are confi-
dent that the Group is well positioned 
to continue supporting the recovery 
efforts of the economies in which 
we operate. We also remain commit-
ted to assisting with the vaccination 
drive across the Group’s territories. 
With collective creativity and hard 
work, I am confident our economies 
can emerge more resilient. Finally, 
I would like to acknowledge the ef-
forts of staff within the Group for 
their continued commitment to serv-
ing our clients and our communities.”

 

THE BANK OF NEVIS LIMITED 

Improving the Quality of Life 

Head Office 
 

P. O. Box 450, Main Street, Charlestown, Nevis, West Indies | Tel: (869) 469-5564/5796 
Fax: (869) 469 4798/1492 | Email: info@thebankofnevis.com  | Website: www.thebankofnevis.com 

 
 

The Bank of Nevis Limited 
      

August 9, 2021, Charlestown, Nevis - The Bank of Nevis Limited (BON) has been made aware of 
information circulating via social media related to Bank of Nevis International Limited (BONI), which 
some persons have associated with BON.   
 
On December 31, 2019, The Bank of Nevis Limited sold one hundred percent (100%) of its shareholding 
in BONI to Petrodel Investment Advisers (Nevis) Limited (PIAN), a Nevis registered company.  Since that 
date, the operations of BONI have been fully operated and managed by the owners of PIAN.   
 
The Bank of Nevis Limited maintains no shareholding in Bank of Nevis International Limited and is not 
an affiliate of that entity.   
 
 

 

For further information kindly contact the Newsroom, Republic Bank Limited, 9-17 Park Street, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  Email: newsroom@rfhl.com; Telephone: 1-868-625-4411, ext: 63136   

 
 

	 	 MEDIA RELEASE 
 

(FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE) 
 

RFHL RECORDS US$155.1 MILLION IN THIRD QUARTER PROFITS 
 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, August 3, 2021: The Chairman of Republic Financial 

Holdings Limited (RFHL), Vincent Pereira, in announcing third quarter profits 

today said, “The uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact 

the economies in which the Republic Financial Holdings Limited Group 

operate. Vaccination programmes commenced in many countries, but re-

openings and recovery of tourist arrivals remained gradual and at times 

interrupted by rising COVID-19 cases. The Group continues to support its 

customers, communities and staff, through concessions on loan payments, 

interest rates and fees, increased business support, donations of medical and 

educational supplies and the rollout of a staff vaccination programme.” 

 

He added, “Against this backdrop, Republic Financial Holdings Limited (RFHL) 

recorded profit attributable to its equity holders of US$155.1 million for the 

nine months ended June 30, 2021.  This represents an increase of US$39.2 

million or 33.8% over the US$115.9 million reported in the corresponding 

period of the last financial year.  The improved results reflect the impact of the 

Group’s acquisition of the British Virgin Islands (BVI) operations in June 2020, 

lower provisions for loan losses and general improvement in operating 

profitability in Ghana and Cayman National Corporation. These positive 

developments were partially offset by a reduction in net interest margins, fees 

and commission income across the Group. Lower interest rates, fees and 

commissions reflect the Group’s decision to maintain many of the concessions 

granted to our customers at the inception of the pandemic.” 
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HMP outbreak “fully contained”

LOCAL  NEWS

By Loshaun Dixon   

Her Majesty’s Prison 
(HMP) is now complete-
ly COVID-free, with all 
inmates and staff fully 
recovered, following an 
outbreak at that facility in 
the past two months.

It was in June that the 
management team moved 
quickly to put several 
measures in place to pro-
tect the health of residents 
and staff members who 
were not affected. The 
measures proved effec-
tive in drastically slowing 
the spread of the virus.

Recently, Commissioner 
of Corrections Terrance 
James said his team di-
vided the cell block down 
the middle with a parti-
tion, and put affected 

residents in isolation on 
one side.

He explained that to 
facilitate full recovery, 
those who tested positive 
were given additional 
supplements, encouraged 
to exercise, taken outside 
for fresh air and sunlight, 
and visited regularly by 
the Prison doctor.

Cells were also sanitised 
to allow for recovered 
residents to move out of 
the isolation area.

Where necessary, staff 
members were equipped 
with protective personal 
equipment (PPE) which

was acquired with the as-
sistance of the Ministry of 
Health.

On Tuesday, in a press 
statement by HMP, it 
was confirmed that all in-
mates and staff have fully 
recovered.

“There are now zero 
positive cases of the 
COVID-19 virus at Her 
Majesty’s Prison (HMP) 
after

a member of staff was 
cleared by health authori-
ties on Monday, August 
09, 2021. All members

of staff and residents 
have had negative results 
in two subsequent tests, 
which indicate that they

have fully recovered from 
the virus.”

The statement said the 
prison will continue to 

put the protocols in place 
to protect staff members 
and residents.

“The management of 
HMP will continue to (1) 
take the steps necessary to 
protect the health of

every member of staff 
and resident; and (2) en-
courage them to get vac-
cinated, as it is deemed

one of the best defences 
against the virus.”

Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Hazel Laws confirmed 
that they successfully 
contained the COVID-19 
outbreak in the prison 
system.

“During this wave, 
we identified a total of 
56 inmates who were 

diagnosed with COVID 
and have all recovered, 
and a total of 18 staff 
members were diagnosed 
with COVID and have all 

recovered.”

She however noted that at 
present no visiting is al-
lowed at the prison.

Her Majesty’s Prison (HMP) 
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Is Bank Of Nevis Int. Chief Prest hard-pressed? (Contined from page 11)
“I was impatient because 
at that time a lot of my 
friends were getting in-
volved in the global mar-
kets. Although, I didn’t 
understand what it was 
at the time, I knew there 
was some momentum 
building, and that young 
people were making 
some fairly big decisions. 
So, I left Nigeria in 1986, 
not knowing what I was 
going to do, but I had 
this energy,” Prest told 
Bakare.

“You have to be phleg-
matic about failure. When 
you were young and you 
had those discos and the 
boys would stand on this 
end of the room and the 
girls would stand over 
there, I was always that 
child, as ugly and as short 
as I am, who would walk 
across and ask the most 
beautiful girl in the room 
to dance,” Bakare quoted 
him.

His sister Helen Prest, 
who was at the time Miss 
Nigeria, was also at the 
same university at the 
time as Prest, showed him 
off as her well-spoken, 
confident always, well-
dressed younger broth-
er. That increased his 
popularity.

“My brother has always 
been very determined 
and focused,” said Helen 
Prest-Ajayi in an inter-
view with Bakare. “He is 
very much the same now 
as he was then. He always 
knew what he wanted 
to do and where he was 
going.”

An old school friend’s 
reference resulted in 
Prest being interviewed 
and hired by the Phillip 
Brothers (Salomon 
Brothers) and he was 
hired as a soft com-
modities trader covering 
Africa, Eastern Europe 
and China.

After four years of suc-
cessful trading, he moved 
to the oil section as an ap-
prentice to John Brunner, 
one of the most influential 
physical oil traders of his 

time, who took Mr. Prest 
under his wing.

Prest opened up to Bakare 
about his apprentice days.

“I was boy-boy to John 
Brunner. He asked me to 
make the tea, I’d make the 
tea. I met the top echelon 
of NNPC through him. 
NNPC was going to buy 
a refinery; he made me 
an integral part of the 
discovery and negotiation 
process. So I got the best 
education, from the best, 
at the time, on how to op-
erate in the oil business.”

Prest made a name for 
himself in the world of 
high-rolling oil trading 
as a calm and shrewd 
negotiator.  

He took his father’s death 
in 1993 hard, and took 
over the role as the leader 
of the family and ensured 
that his two younger 
brothers finished univer-
sity. His father was only 
56 when he died.

 Prest said in his interview 
with Bakare, “My father 
taught me: Never die un-
til they kill you. Always 
work hard. Look after 
your siblings because it’s 
your people, who when 
you have a problem will 
save you. And most im-
portantly, he taught me 
from a very young age; 
know who you really are; 
not that image you project 
to people.”

Prest cemented himself as 
a star at John Brunner’s. 
The 1990s were fierce 
years in the oil trad-
ing business and traders 
knew each other, and the 
Rich brothers topped that 
business.

Prest soon came to the 
attention of oil trading 

legend Marc Rich, who 
reached out to him in 
1996, according to 
Bakare’s blog.

“If you were in oil trad-
ing, there were two com-
panies or two individuals 
you always wanted to 
have worked for because 
you hoped some of the 
aura would rub off on 
you. One was Phillip 
Brothers, and the other 
one was Mr. Marc Rich. 
Despite all the stories you 
hear about him, if you’re 
in oil trading, you don’t 
get any bigger personality 

than Marc. So, when he 
was thinking of creating 
a new business, for him 
to have me in mind...It 
was simply a call I had to 
take...but it was a double-
edged sword, because...I 
know what the world says 
about him.”

“The only thing I will say 
is; there’s a human side to 
this man...a lot of people 
feel like they haven’t been 
given an opportunity for 
whatever reason...and 
to find an iconic figure, 
who didn’t care that I was 
from Nigeria. He didn’t 
care that you were black, 
white, Indian or Muslim. 
He just wanted to know, 
can you stay the course 
and can you cut the deal? 
Can you look him in the 
eye? Yes or No?” Prest 
told Bakare.

Bakare quoted the follow-
ing sources in the com-
ments below;

“The art of the Rich 
deal according to a 2005 
Businessweek article is: 
Do whatever it takes. The 
magazine went on: “Rich 
is notorious for trading 
with Iran during the hos-
tage crisis, South Africa 
during apartheid, and 

Cuba and Libya during 
U.S. trade embargoes.”

“The Rich Boys, as his 
protégés have been called 
by Businessweek, form 
the most “powerful infor-
mal network of indepen-
dent commodities traders 
on earth... .” Companies 
associated with Marc Rich 
and his protégés include, 
Glencore, Trafigura and 
Vitol, which do very brisk 
business in Nigeria.”

He worked for Marc Rich 
between 1996 and 2001; 
at one point running a 

global business with 400 
employees and an annual 
turnover of $14 billion.

“Mr. Prest’s tenure at 
Marc Rich heralded the 
introduction of many 
young Nigerians and 
Africans into the compa-
ny and as counterparties 
to the company. Many of 
them are still active today 
in the oil industry across 
the continent,” Bakare 
wrote.

Prest told Bakare, “Marc 
took a great interest in 
me and spent hours upon 
hours in his office in 
Zug literally teaching me 
and keeping me on my 
toes... he then allowed 
me to run his company 
trading crude oil and all 
the derivative products. 
He respected hard work 
and most of all valued 
loyalty”.

Rich ran enterprises that 
brokered oil, gold, sugar, 
grain, aluminum and 
nickel. He even sold cop-
per to the U.S. mint until 
lawmakers found out 
about it, according to The 
Chicago Tribune.

Marc Rich died in June 
2013.

Early in 2002, Michael 
Prest felt that he had 
learned all he possibly 
could from Marc Rich,  so 
he lounged out on his own 
and started  Petrodel.

“Don’t forget I’d been 
an employee since 1986. 
It’s the experience which 
I think, money can’t buy. 
I really do understand the 
oil business. Wake me up 
at any time of the day. In 
this sector, when I talk; I 
know what I’m talking 
about. I don’t want to 
seem arrogant when I say 
this but, if you had to pick 
5-10 personalities in the 
oil trading business, my 
name would be there,” 
Prest told Bakare.

“My father made a point 
of telling everybody he 
knew in government; this 
is my son. Everywhere 
I went, they would give 
me an audience. So when 
I came home, my foot 
was already in the door. 
Not just because of me, 
but people knew my dad 
and they knew my grand-
father, they knew my 
mother and they knew 
my sister...Without their 
sacrifices I would not be 
where I am today...truth 
be told, I had to do very 
little,” Prest related to 
Bakare.

By 2010, Petrodel had 
diversified interests in 
real estate, leisure and 
hospitality. 

Prest opined then that 
Petrodel would thrive, 
so long as it continued to 
add value to its host com-
munities and invest in 
people:

“We haven’t got to that 
point yet and we will only 
get to that point when the 
wheels of industry are 
driven by the resolute and 
the bold, who have now 
said to themselves, that 
theirs is a sacrifice where 
the benefit is a legacy 
they leave behind for our 
children.”

“I was impatient because at that time a lot 
of my friends were getting involved in the 

global markets. Although, I didn’t under-
stand what it was at the time, 
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Sargassum  
Seaweed Fouling 

SKN Fishing  
Industry

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS — The influx of 
sargassum, a brown sea-
weed with berry-like air 
bubbles, is causing havoc 
on the fishing industry in 
Indian Castle and other 
parts of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

Mr. Stephen “Mackie” 
Moore, President of the 
Indian Castle Fisherfolk 
Association, gave an ac-
count of the impact of the 
sea weed on the fisherfolk 
in Indian Castle, an area 
in Nevis known for its 
thriving fishing grounds.

“It has impacted us nega-
tively especially in recent 
times. As everybody 
would know this is the 
gateway to one of the best 
fishing grounds in Nevis 
and it is one of the very 
few areas in Nevis that 
you would require a ve-
hicle to pull you from the 
sea after you’ve finished 
your voyage, and that has 
become very difficult es-
pecially when you have 
a large influx of sargas-
sum… It is compounded 
by the fact that you can-
not plan too far ahead 
since we have the influx 
of sargassum…

“It’s difficult for those 
who ply their trade from 
the shore. It is difficult 
even for our group who 
has a fledgling seamoss 
industry. The sargassum 
has reaped havoc on 
us really. We have lost 
three plots to sargassum 
coupled with COVID, 

and so it has done untold 
damage to the industry, 
and you factor in the 
difficulty getting to the 
sea, the risk of your prop 
getting caught in the sar-
gassum, the safety issue 
because the sargassum 
makes the area around the 
shore very dark which is a 
ground for sharks and all 
that and so it’s difficult on 
many levels,” he said.

The seaweed, which 
originates from the sea 
between Brazil and West 
Africa, has also been af-
fecting the fishing com-
munities on the island and 
is normally more intense 
in the summer months.

Mr. Moore added that in 
July the influx of the sar-
gassum was the worst he 
has seen in the area. The 
association sought as-
sistance from the Nevis 
Island Administration to 
clear away the sea weed 
in an effort to offer fishers 
in the area temporary ac-
cess for fishing for at least 
one day.

“The best way to deal 
with sargassum is to 
wait it out but while you 
wait it out it was again 
negatively affecting the 
livelihood of fishers, so to 
expedite things we got the 
government involved in 
the way of backhoes and 
excavators… We cleared 
the area.

“We know that was just 
a temporary fix just…
to bridge that gap for the 

fishers that it would have 
their livelihood attended 
to but we know it was 
not a long-lasting solu-
tion but, yes, they assisted 
us in clearing the area. It 
took almost a week to get 
it together actually, so at 
least you could get a day 
fishing,” he said.

Meantime, a press release 
dated August 10, 2021, 
issued by the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Information 
Service (SKNIS) indi-
cated that the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Marine Resources in 
St. Kitts is currently in the 
process of researching the 
possibility of utilizing the 
sargassum sea weed for 
fertilizer and animal feed.

The release quoted Dr. 
Marc Williams, Director 
of Marine Resources in 
St. Kitts, as saying that 
most of the sargassum 
which arrives in St. Kitts 
and Nevis is due to the 
increases in atmospheric 
temperatures and the nu-
trient enrichment in the 
ocean.

He said prior to 2012, the 
sea weed acted like a fish 
aggregating device and 
fishers used it to catch 
mahi-mahi, skipjacks and 
other pelagic species but 
that has changed.

“What we have seen 
since 2012 is that the sar-
gassum seaweed is com-
ing in a large abundance 

which has prevented fish-
ers from going to fish as 
well as creating a lot of 
health issues for the com-
munities that are affected 
by it,” Dr. Williams said.

In St. Kitts and Nevis, 
the communities on the 

Atlantic which are af-
fected by the influx of 
sargassum are Indian 
Castle, Long Haul Bay, 
Herberts Beach in Nevis 
and Frigate Bay, Keys, 
Cayon, Tabernacle, 
Saddlers, Parson’s 
Ground, and Dieppe Bay 

in St. Kitts.

Dr. Williams used the 
opportunity to advise 
persons in the Federation 
to refrain from using the 
seaweed as food because 
of its high arsenic content.
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Number Seven Domino League Executive Committee, L-R: Dr Marc Williams, Mr Allington Berridge, Mrs Octavia Huggins-Sewell, Mr Calvin Far-
rell, Mr Simeon Liburd, Mr Steven Gilbert, and Mr Keithly Blanchette.

Constituency #7 Domino League opens on  
September 28 under strict Covid protocols

BASSETERRE, ST. 
KITTS, August 12, 
2021 (MMS-SKN) — It 
is back to the domino 
tables as the 26th annual 
edition of Federation’s 
longest running domino 
league, Constituency 
Number Seven Dr the 
Hon Timothy Harris 
Domino League, opens 
on Tuesday September 28 
at three venues.

The Executive 
Committee, on 
Wednesday August 11, 
met and briefed captains 
of teams taking part in the 
league at the old Lodge 
Community Centre in 
Lodge Project as to how 
the 26th edition will be 
executed under strict 
Covid-19 protocols.

Present at the meeting 
were President of the 
Executive Committee Mr 
Calvin Farrell, who is also 
the league’s coordinator, 
and Vice President Mr 
Simeon Liburd. Others 
were Secretary Mrs 
Octavia Huggins-Sewell, 

Treasurer Mr Keithly 
Blanchette, PRO 
Allington Berridge, and 
Floor Members Dr Marc 
Williams, and Mr Steven 
Gilbert.

Constituency Number 
Seven Dr the Hon Timothy 
Harris Domino League 
is sponsored by Prime 
Minister of the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
and Area Parliamentary 
Representative for St. 
Christopher Seven, Dr the 
Hon Timothy Harris.

Registration of teams 
taking part in the league 
this year will start on 
Wednesday September 
15 and will close on 
Wednesday September 
22.

Number Seven Domino 
League Executive 
Committee, L-R: Dr 
Marc Williams, Mr 
Allington Berridge, Mrs 
Octavia Huggins-Sewell, 
Mr Calvin Farrell, Mr 
Simeon Liburd, Mr 
Steven Gilbert, and Mr 

Keithly Blanchette.

Fourteen teams took part 
in the league last year. 
They were Tabernacle 
Domino Club, Unity 
Domino Club, Lodge 
Domino Club, Phillips 
Domino Club, Small 
Corner Bar Domino Club, 
Parsons Domino Club, 
Molineux Domino Club, 
Christ Church Domino 
Club, Saddlers Domino 
Club, Mansion Domino 
Club, Sylvers Domino 
Club, Unstoppable 
Domino Club, Guinness 
Domino Club, and Giants 
Domino Club.

While two of the teams, 
Molineux Domino 
Club and Christ Church 
Domino Club, were rep-
resented at the meeting 
on Wednesday August 11, 
it is nonetheless expected 
that they will return this 
year.

This will as a result bring 
the number of teams tak-
ing part in the 26th edition 
of Constituency Number 

Seven Domino League 
to fifteen after Mr Jacob 
Nisbett, formerly of 
Molineux Domino Club, 
announced that he will 
be playing for his village 
team, Ottley’s Domino 
Club which is making a 
return to the league af-
ter a number of years of 
absence.

Due to limited time avail-
able occasioned by the 
prevailing nightly cur-
fews, this year’s league 
will be a one round affair 
as opposed to the two 
rounds in previous years. 
Teams will face each oth-
er once.

The three venues that were 
used last year will be used 
this year. These are the 
old Lodge Community 
Centre in Lodge Project, 
the pavilion at the Edgar 
Gilbert Sporting Complex 
in Molineux, and the 
Tabernacle Community 
Centre. All games will 
start at 7:00 p.m. on the 
dot and because of curfew 
time, which now starts at 

11:00 p.m., there will be 
no grace period.

There will be mandatory 
hand sanitising and a non-
contact head thermometer 
will be used to take tem-
peratures of all persons. 
Covid-19 protocols in 
place will mean that there 
will be strict registration 
of players, and they were 
advised that they have to 
give their official names 
and they must give their 
proper addresses and 
telephone numbers. That 
information will be nec-
essary should there be a 
need for contact tracing 
down the road if it will 
be deemed necessary for 
whatever reason.

There will only be two 
games at a time in each of 
the halls, and the only per-
sons allowed in the hall 
will be the eight players, 
the scorers, captains of the 
teams playing or their rep-
resentative if the captain is 
playing, and an executive 
member.

Use of masks will be 
mandatory and they must 
be used properly by the 
players on the table while 
they are playing, and there 
will be limited talking 
while on the table.

“The captains will go 
back to the teams and 
enlighten the mem-
bers,” said President Mr 
Farrell. “We will put out 
a Covid-19 regulation 
bulletin and each captain 
will get one. If players are 
not complying, they will 
not be allowed to play be-
cause we are not going to 
jeopardise the league as a 
result of players’ reckless-
ness – the league is bigger 
than all of us.”

On a sad note, Vice 
President Mr Simeon 
Liburd informed the meet-
ing that he had learnt of 
the passing, that morning, 
of veteran domino player 
Mr John Charles who was 
a founder player turn-
ing out for Christ Church 
Domino Club when the 
league started. They said 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday August 13th, 2021NewS Page:21

BONI announces  
departure of Janice 

Daniel Hodge  

Janice Daniel-Hodge

LOCAL NEWS

By Staff Reporter 

The Bank of Nevis 
International announces 
the departure of Board 
member Dr Janice Hodge. 
Since her appointment 
to the Board of Bank 
of Nevis International 
Limited in April 2020 Dr 

Janice Hodge has pro-
vided counsel and strate-
gic advice to the Board. 
However since her elec-
tion as leader of The 
Nevis Reformation Party 
(NRP) in September 
2020 Dr Hodge has had 
to re-assess her position 
as a director of the bank 

and determine whether 
she can meet her duties 
as a director. Dr Hodges 
departure from the Board 
is with immediate effect. 
We wish Dr Hodge all 
the best for the future.” A 
statement issued to The  
Observer by the bank.
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1. Culvert Construction at Stonefort Ghaut, Stonefort St. Kitts 

2. Culvert Construction at Cranstoun Ghaut, Newton Ground 

3. Phillips Village Slope Protection  
 

Tender Documents can be obtained at the Public Works 
Department, Wellington Road, Basseterre, St Kitts, as of 
Monday 26th July 2021 for a non-refundable fee of  
EC$1 000.00 each. 
 
Completed tender shall be delivered in sealed envelope to the 
office of:  
 

Director of Public Works Department  
Wellington Road, Basseterre, St Kitts on or before 1:00pm 
Friday 20th August 2021. 
 
Tenderers or their representatives are invited to the Tender 
Opening. 

Eligibility 

It is mandatory that Tenderers be locally registered in the 
Federation of St. Kitts & Nevis. Business License MUST be 
presented before receipt of Tender Document. 
 
 

 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis 
Invites Tenderers to Bid on the following 

Projects: 
Many are the ways in which God is 
seeking to make Himself known to 
us and bring us into communion with 
Him. Nature speaks to our senses with-
out ceasing. The open heart will be im-
pressed with the love and glory of God 
as revealed through the works of His 
hands. The listening ear can hear and 
understand the communications of God 
through the things of nature. The green 
fields, the lofty trees, the buds and flow-
ers, the passing cloud, the falling rain, 
the babbling brook, the glories of the 
heavens, speak to our hearts, and invite 
us to become acquainted with Him who 
made them all. 

Our Saviour bound up His precious les-
sons with the things of nature. The trees, 
the birds, the flowers of the valleys, the 
hills, the lakes, and the beautiful heav-
ens, as well as the incidents and sur-
roundings of daily life, were all linked 
with the words of truth, that His lessons 
might thus be often recalled to mind, 
even amid the busy cares of man’s life 
of toil. 

God would have His children appreci-
ate His works and delight in the simple, 
quiet beauty with which He has adorned 
our earthly home. He is a lover of the 
beautiful, and above all that is outward-
ly attractive He loves beauty of charac-
ter; He would have us cultivate purity 
and simplicity, the quiet graces of the 
flowers. 

If we will but listen, God’s created 
works will teach us precious lessons of 
obedience and trust. From the stars that 
in their trackless courses through space 
follow from age to age their appointed 
path, down to the minutest atom, the 
things of nature obey the Creator’s will. 
And God cares for everything and sus-
tains everything that He has created. He 
who upholds the unnumbered worlds 
throughout immensity, at the same time 
cares for the wants of the little brown 
sparrow that sings its humble song 
without fear. When men go forth to 
their daily toil, as when they engage in 
prayer; when they lie down at night, and 
when they rise in the morning; when 
the rich man feasts in his palace, or 
when the poor man gathers his children 
about the scanty board, each is tenderly 
watched by the heavenly Father. No 
tears are shed that God does not notice. 

There is no smile that He does not mark. 
If we would but fully believe this, all 
undue anxieties would be dismissed. 
Our lives would not be so filled with 
disappointment as now; for everything, 
whether great or small, would be left in 

the hands of God, who is not perplexed 
by the multiplicity of cares, or over-
whelmed by their weight. We should 
then enjoy a rest of soul to which many 
have long been strangers. As your sens-
es delight in the attractive loveliness of 
the earth, think of the world that is to 
come, that shall never know the blight 
of sin and death; where the face of na-
ture will no more wear the shadow of 
the curse. Let your imagination picture 
the home of the saved, and remember 
that it will be more glorious than your 
brightest imagination can portray. In 
the varied gifts of God in nature we see 
but the faintest gleaming of His glory. 
It is written, “Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love Him.” 1 
Corinthians 2:9. 

The poet and the naturalist have many 
things to say about nature, but it is the 
Christian who enjoys the beauty of the 
earth with the highest appreciation, be-
cause he recognizes his Father’s handi-
work and perceives His love in flower 
and shrub and tree. No one can fully ap-
preciate the significance of hill and vale, 
river and sea, who does not look upon 
them as an expression of God’s love 
to man. God speaks to us through His 
providential workings and through the 
influence of His Spirit upon the heart. 
In our circumstances and surroundings, 
in the changes daily taking place around 
us, we may find precious lessons if our 
hearts are but open to discern them. 
The psalmist, tracing the work of God’s 
providence, says, “The earth is full of the 
goodness of the Lord.” “Whoso is wise, 
and will observe these things, even they 
shall understand the loving-kindness of 
the Lord.” Psalm 33:5; 107:43. 

God speaks to us in His word. Here 
we have in clearer lines the revelation 
of His character, of His dealings with 
men, and the great work of redemption. 
Here is open before us the history of 
patriarchs and prophets and other holy 
men of old. They were men “subject to 
like passions as we are.” James 5:17. 
We see how they struggled through dis-
couragements like our own, how they 
fell under temptation as we have done, 
and yet took heart again and conquered 
through the grace of God; and, behold-
ing, we are encouraged in our striving 
after righteousness. As we read of the 
precious experiences granted them, of 
the light and love and blessing it was 
theirs to enjoy, and of the work they 
wrought through the grace given them, 
the spirit that inspired them kindles a 
flame of holy emulation in our hearts. 

Steps to Christ          
Chapter 10—A Knowledge of God
Ellen G. White 
Writings Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. White. All Rights Reserved.
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