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AD	SUMMA	SEMPER	NITENS	

The Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College (CFBC) Board of Governors invites applications from 
suitably qualified persons to fill the full-time position at the CFBC from January 5, 2022. 

                       

HEALTH SCIENCES LECTURER 
   

Summary and Job Description:  
The Lecturer 

• Should be a Registered Nurse with advanced academic preparation and training preferably in the 
area of Nursing Education. 

• Will be engaged in the delivery of Nursing Assistant, Midwifery, and Bachelor of Science Nursing 
Degree, and other programmes at CFBC requiring related expertise and competencies. 

• Will be responsible for the preparation and delivery of classroom instruction, laboratory exercises, 
practicum, and tutorials to students on a wide range of nursing and related courses. 

• Will be expected to prepare related material such as syllabi, course outlines, schedules and 
assignments, and engage in the assessment and evaluation of students. 

• Will be required to participate in professional activities, maintain and develop areas of expertise, 
and keep abreast of new trends in the field. 

• Will be expected to facilitate students in a variety of clinical environments and to assist them to 
understand the congruence between theory and practice. 

    

Qualification and Experience: 
• Have a minimum of a Master’s Degree in Nursing or Nursing Education. 
• Have a current, active, nursing license (or is eligible to be licensed) to practice in the Federation of 

St. Kitts and Nevis. 
• Have a minimum of 3 years of experience as a registered or advanced nurse practitioner. 
• Midwifery qualification and experience would be considered an asset. 

• Possess good communication, interpersonal and computer literacy skills. 
• Prior experience teaching students in the classroom and in clinical practice environments would be 

considered an asset. 
  

Qualified applicants should submit: 
• Letter of Application 
• Curriculum Vitae 
• Official academic certificates, transcripts and other relevant documents (certified copies) 
• Two references with telephone number and e-mail address 

  

Salary: Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience and in accordance with the 
current salary structure at the CFBC. 
   

Applications should be sent as one file to: boardofgovernors@cfbc.edu.kn  
  

and     addressed to 
The Chairman of the Board  
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College, 
P.O. Box 268, Burdon Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts 
    

The deadline for receipt of applications is August 27, 2021. Late applications will not be 
acknowledged. 

Govt., SCASPA weigh options after arbitration

By Loshaun Dixon   

A decision in the ar-
bitration between St. 
Christopher Air and 
Sea Ports Authority 
(SCASPA) and the 
Canadian Commercial 
Corporation (CCC) over 
the construction of the 
second cruise pier has 
been handed down, ac-
cording to Minister of 
Transport Lindsay Grant.

Grant said that SCASPA 
was in arbitration with the 
CCC over some issues re-
garding repairs

“That decision has been 
handed down and is un-
der review at the moment 
- in terms of whether 
SCASPA and the govern-
ment would appeal such a 
decision. We did not get 
everything we wanted, 
but we had certain areas 
of success, so we are 
looking into it to deter-
mine the move going 
forward.”

Grant said the ruling is 
nothing detrimental to 
the government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis. He re-
minded that the CCC was 
indicating that SCASPA 
- through the government 

- should pay them $15M 
in addition to what the 
agreement was, and now 
have just $100,000-plus 
that is in contention out 
of the $15M. He did 
not disclose any details 
into the decisions of the 
arbitration.

“We are in very good 
stead in terms of the ar-
bitration process, it’s just 
that over the next couple 
of weeks, we have our 
external council looking 
at the judgement to deter-
mine what next we do, if 
anything.” 

SCASPA and the CCC, 
the company contracted 
for the construction of 
the second cruise pier in 
Basseterre, headed to the 
International Court of 
Arbitration due to a cost 
overrun of US$7M.

While confirming that 
the request for the 
US$7M cost overrun 
was denied by SCASPA, 
then Minister of Public 
Infrastructure, Ian Liburd, 
disclosed that the matter 
had been placed before 
the London-based Court.

 “The contractor, through 
its wisdom and its own 

deliberation, has claimed 
for unforeseen condi-
tions. We have said that 
this is a design and build 
contract [and] the onus 
or the burden has to be 
on the contractor who is 
building the project [sic] 
to anticipate unforeseen 
physical conditions.”

Liburd intimated that 
cost overrun is nothing 
new, emphasising that 
though the claim has been 
made and was denied by 
SCASPA, the contract 
ensures that construction 
work on the pier does not 
stop.

An engineer with the 
project, Jonathan Daduut, 
pointed to the presence 
of hard materials on the 
seabed, which led to cost 
overrun.

The project initially cost 
US$48M, with the St. 
Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 
National Bank contrib-
uting US$34M, Social 
Security US$7M, Trading 
and Development 
US$2M and the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Sugar 
Industry Diversification 
Foundation $5M.

file photo cruise piers at port zante
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First case of Delta variant  
confirmed in SKN

The Delta variant is the most contagious variant 

By Loshaun Dixon   

The first case of the Delta 
variant of COVID-19 was 
confirmed in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, in a sample sent 
in July to the Caribbean 
Public Health Agency 
(CARPHA).

This was disclosed  by the 

Medical Chief of Staff at 
the JNF General Hospital, 
Dr. Cameron Wilkinson, 
who said that with the 
high transmissibility of 
the Delta variant, there is 
an increased urgency to 
reach as many as possible 
with the vaccine

“The Delta variant is the 
most contagious variant 
we have seen so far. The 
WHO has called it the 
fastest and fittest of all 
variants.”

Dr Wilkinson highlighted 
some data that suggest the 
Delta variant will cause 
more severe illness than 
previous strains in unvac-
cinated persons. 

“I said a couple of weeks 
ago that it was only a 
matter of time before the 
Delta variant arrived at 
our shores. It was not a 

matter of if, but when, it 
was going to arrive, and 
that we all need to prepare 
for this eventuality.”

He said samples were sent 
to CARPHA for genomic 
sequencing on July 28. 
The results returned over 
the last 24 to 48 hours 
confirmed the presence of 

the Delta variant in one of 
the samples tested.”

Dr Wilkinson disclosed 
the sample was that of an 
inbound passenger who 
was in quarantine and has 
since recovered. 

“It is comforting to know 
that the Delta variant was 
found in someone who 
was in quarantine and 
has since recovered, and 
was not found at large in 
the community. We will 
be sending off further 
samples for genomic se-
quencing. A number of 
our neighbours on this 
side of the globe already 
have the Delta variant.

Dr Wilkinson warned that 
the Federation will not be 
spared, and must be pre-
pared for the eventuality 
of the variant’s presence 
in the community.

“If too many people re-
main vulnerable and be-
come infected with this 
variant, our health care 
system will become over-
whelmed and many more 
people will die.“The 
unvaccinated among us 
are at the greatest risk. 
Unfortunately most of our 
children who cannot be 

vaccinated can be more 
impacted by the Delta 
variant than other variants 
or the original virus. Our 
elderly are also more like-
ly to become more symp-
tomatic, be hospitalised, 
and die, if infected with 
the Delta variant. This 
means that they are even 
more dependent  now on 
us who can be vaccinated, 
for protection.”

He reminded that the 
vaccine offers the best 
defence against the virus.

“The higher proportion of 
the population vaccinat-
ed, the better our defence 
will be against the Delta 
variant.”

As of Wednesday, there 
were 708 cases with 590 
recoveries and 115 active 
cases. Currently six per-
sons are hospitalized.

 

The Four Seasons Resort Nevis is looking for 
ambitious, dynamic and talented individuals to 
join our illustrious team. The Four Seasons can 
provide you the upward mobility you deserve and 
the benefit of staying free at Four Seasons around 
the world. 

Vacancies currently exist in the following 
Departments: -

• Food & Beverage 
• Culinary  
• Stewarding 
• Beach & Pool 
• Housekeeping 
• Laundry 
• Spa 
• Front Office 

 
Log on to our website, jobs.fourseasons.com and 
apply for an experience of a lifetime today. 
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Cases of COVID-19 are on the rise in St. Kitts and Nevis, and while 
Premier Brantley reported yesterday that his cabinet was meeting in 
emergency session to discuss the uptick in the number of cases, we urge 
both the Nevis Island Administration and the Federal Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, not to close down the country and economy again. 

Vaccines are available and health protocols have been enunciated over 
and over again. People who want to take the vaccines are free to do so. 
They are free and widely available.

The governments have done their part and the citizenry have their part to 
play, which is to get vaccinated and follow the health protocols. 

Many businesses have closed, others are teetering on the brink. 
Government cannot allow more businesses to go under because of more 

shut down.

The people who were responsible will do what is necessary to stay safe, 
as well as keeping their loved ones safe.

The country must go on, and those who have acted responsibly most not 
be seen to have done so in vain. 

The country and its businesses must remain open. Workers must get 
vaccinated, practice social distancing, or prove that they are virus-free 
every few days.

According to science, vaccination is the best means of beating the virus. 
Closing down the country every couple of weeks certainly isn’t.

EDitoriAl

Don’t close down the country again
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Police hunt for BONI’s CEO Michael Prest
By Staff Reporter   

The hunt is on for the 
Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of the Bank of 
Nevis International Ltd.
(BONI), Michael Prest, 
after the White Collar 
Crime Unit of the Police 
Force launched an inves-
tigation into him, based 
on a report made by 
Canadian National Mark 
Kutcher.

The Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force, 
in a release earlier this 
week, said they had 
launched an investigation 
into the matter, and it has 
revealed that “sometime 
in 2018, Prest contacted 
Kucher with a proposal 
to acquire 40% shares 
in the Bank of Nevis 
International Limited, the 
other 60% being owned 
by Prest’s company, 
Petrodel Investment 
Advisers Nevis Limited. 
The investigation further 
revealed that an agree-
ment was made between 
Petrodel Investment 
Advisers Nevis Ltd. and 
BNI Holdcorp Ltd.”

They also indicated 
that they have sought 
the assistance of the 
International Criminal 
Police Organization 
(Interpol) for the arrest 
and extradition of Prest.

Kucher is part owner 
of BNI Holdcorp Ltd, 
while Prest is the owner 
of Petrodel Investment 
Advisers Nevis Ltd 
(PIAN).

According to the police, 

as part of the agreement 
which was entered into, 
Kucher would pay the 
sum of US$2,530,000, 
which would be used to 
purchase the remaining 
shares. In return, Kucher 
would receive 49.9% 
shares in the bank, and 
would be made a Director 
and Chief Investment 
Officer at the bank. 

Their agreement was 
formalized in writing in 

April 2019. 

In December 2019, 
Kucher made good on 
his part of the agree-
ment by transferring the 
US$2,530,000. 

“The US$2,530,000 
was paid to Petrodel 
Investment Advisers 
Nevis Ltd. in December 
2019.

Shortly thereafter, 
Kucher’s money was 
used to purchase the 40% 
shares in the Bank of 
Nevis

International. Since the 
transfer of the money and 
the purchase of the shares 
by Petrodel Limited, 
and despite numerous 
requests by Kucher, no 
shares were transferred to 
him.

“Further, the investiga-
tion shows that no ap-
plication was made by 
Petrodel Ltd. or the Bank 
of Nevis International 
to the Regulatory Body 
to transfer any shares to 
Kucher. Instead, Kucher 
was told by Prest that 
the Regulatory Body 

declined to transfer shares 
to him.”

The police said the 
matter was referred to 
the Director of Public 
Prosecutions who, after 
reviewing the file, ad-
vised that Prest should 
be prosecuted for the 
offences of Fraudulent 
Conversion and 
Fraudulent Conversion 
by Trustee. Warrants for 
his arrest were sought and 

granted by the District 
“C” Magistrate. 

The Bank of Nevis 
Limited (BON) in a state-
ment noted that it has been 
made aware of informa-
tion circulating via social 
media related to Bank 
of Nevis International 
Limited (BONI), which 
some persons have asso-
ciated with BON.

“On December 31, 
2019, The Bank of 
Nevis Limited sold 
one hundred percent 
(100%) of its sharehold-
ing in BONI to Petrodel 
Investment Advisers 
(Nevis) Limited (PIAN), 
a Nevis-registered com-
pany. Since that date, the 
operations of BONI have 
been fully operated and 
managed by the owners 
of PIAN.

“The Bank of Nevis 
Limited maintains no 
shareholding in Bank 
of Nevis International 
Limited and is not an af-
filiate of that entity.”

Efforts to contact the 
DPP for comment were 
unsuccessful.

The police said the matter was referred to 
the Director of Public Prosecutions who, 

after reviewing the file, advised that Prest 
should be prosecuted for the offences of 

Fraudulent Conversion and Fraudulent 
Conversion by Trustee. Michael Prest
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16 Nationals  
recognised for  

outstanding service 
By Loshaun Dixon   

Sixteen nationals in St 
Kitts and Nevis were 
conferred this week with 
varying national awards 
at two different ceremo-
nies held at Government 
House.

On Tuesday, at the first 
of those occasions, 
Mrs Pearline Theresa 
Mussenden was duly 
recognised for her role 
in Education; Mr Joseph 
Emmanuel Benders, for 
pioneering in the field 
of Arts; Dr A. Linton 
Liburd, for his contri-
bution in the field of 
Medicine; Mrs Patricia 
Mary Nurse-Clarke, for 
her role in Community 
Services; Mrs Pamela 
Elaine Brookes, for 
outstanding service in 
Nursing; Mr Charles 
Delvin McMaster, for 
outstanding Community 
Service; Mr Brian Dyer, 
for National Service 
in Crisis; and Dr Judy 
Nisbett, for National 
Service in Crisis.

They were all awarded the 
2020 Medal of Honour 
(MH) by Governor-
General His Excellency 
Sir S.W. Tapley Seaton 
GCMG, CVO, QC, JP, 
LL.D.

Speaking at that cer-
emony Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris said the 
awardees’

work, dedication and 
efforts are being pub-
licly acknowledged and 
appreciated.

“For our federation, to-
day is a chance to say 
thank you. This privilege 
falls on me as your Prime 
Minister to say thank you 
for what you do to make 
our community stronger 
and our federation better.”

He said the eight outstand-
ing nationals that have 
been invested with the 
2020 Medal of Honour 
are all each deserving.

“We present these medals 
to honour those who go 
above and beyond their 
call of duty. This medal 
of honour is an acknowl-
edgement that the recipi-
ent truly has put country 
above self. Today’s re-
cipients are deserving of 
the honour and they are 
deserving of the gratitude.

“In the times we live it 
is inspiring that they’re 
people like our awardees 
today, who are prepared 
to put their fellow men 
and cause they believe in 
first.”

Dr Harris said they are 
examples that service 
should be embraced not 
avoided.

“You gathered here are 
the community leaders 
who are inspiring all of 
us. The honour we be-
stow on you today is not 
just an acknowledgement 
of your work, but a shin-
ing light to others of what 
can be achieved through 
patriotic service. 

“You truly are helping to 
build a stronger and safer 
future for all the people of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.”

On Thursday, another 
investiture ceremony 
was held at Government 
House, this time to award 
New Year Honours.

The Companion of the 
Most Distinguished 
Order of Saint Michael 
and Saint George (CMG) 
was awarded to Cabinet 
Secretary, Mrs. Josephine 
Huggins for her contribu-
tion to Public Service; 
the Officer of the Most 

Excellent Order of the 
British Empire (OBE) 
was awarded to Her 
Honour Mrs. Hyleeta 
Liburd MH, Deputy 
Governor-General for 
Nevis, for her contribu-
tion to Public Service, 
as well as to Mr. Athill 
Rawlins, for his contri-
bution to Public Service 
and Land Surveying. The 
Queen’s Police Medal 
(QPM) was awarded to 
the Commissioner of 
Police Hilroy Brandy 
for his contribution to 
Policing and Leadership.

The Member of the Most 
Excellent Order of the 
British Empire (MBE) 
was awarded to Mrs. 
Venetta Laws, for her con-
tribution to Community 
Service and Business 
Entrepreneurship; Mr. 
Collin D.A Tyrell for 
Community Service; Dr. 
Leroy Ernest Richardson 
for his contribution in 
Medicine, and Dr. Analdo 
Bailey for his contribu-
tion to Financial Services.

Dr Harris on Thursday 
said that the new year is 
often a time of great hope 
and happiness.

“The awards conferred 
on you the honorees to-
day will no doubt bring 
you much happiness, and 
certainly should bring 
a touch of joy to your 
families.”

He said the awardees 
serve as a powerful ex-
ample for others in the 
community “that we can 
hope for a better future 
and any one of us has the 
power to make that future 
happen. Our recipients to-
day heard the call to ser-
vice answered it and they 
served extremely well”.

Dr Harris urged all to be 
mindful of the importance 

of the far-reaching poten-
tial of such recognition 
and awards.

“It is not just the per-
sonalities here who we 
celebrate. We celebrate 
their service, their com-
mitment, the contribution 
they would have indi-
vidually and collectively 
made. We see they come 
from a wide spectrum of 
society and varying areas 
to which they would have 
contributed. This too is 
of great significance and 
importance.”

He hailed the awardees as 
the architects of the future 
of St. Kitts and Nevis.

“Your example is par-
ticularly important to our 
younger generation. How 
we harness that future and 
the role our people can 
play in it will need to be 
shaped, and for that we 
will depend on you.

“We hope that this ex-
ample of selfless service; 
this example of high pa-
triotism; this example of 

resilience; this example 
of not being pulled by 
the vanity of titles and 
the vanity of money will 
inspire the young people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis to 
write a new and interest-
ing chapter about nation 
building; to write a new 
and empowering chapter 
of how our young people, 
at the time of the coun-
try’s greatest need, rose to 
the occasion and did what 
needed to be done to ad-
vance St. Kitts and Nevis 
to a higher calling and to 
a better place.”

 

IN THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 

NEVIS CIRCUIT 

(PROBATE) 

A.D. 2021 
 

In the Estate of WILFRIED E. SENDER, late of 2956 Menoher BLVD, 

Johnstown, Pennsylvania, United States of America, deceased    

ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR  GRANT    
 

TAKE NOTICE that an application has been filed by PAULA THERESA WALLACE, 

Senior Bank Officer of Fountain Village in the Parish of St. James  in the Island of Nevis, for 

a Grant of Letters of Administration to the Applicant who is the Lawful Attorney of DONNA 

LEE SENDER of 2956 Menoher Blvd, Johnstown, Pennsylvania,  United States of America, 

15905,  GRETCHEN ELIZABETH BARTOLOMUCCI nèe SENDER of 2387 Shevlin 

Road, Sewickley, Pennsylvania, United States of America, 15143 and  LORI LEE SENDER 

of 108 Rolling Hills Road, Johnstown, Pennsylvania, United States of America, 15905 the 

wife and daughters of the deceased, Wilfried E. Sender late of 2956 Menoher BLVD, 

Johnstown, Pennsylvania, United States of America, the deceased having died intestate on 

the 24th April, 2021 at the Conemaugh Memorial Medical Center, Johnstown, Pennsylvania, 

United States of America, 15905. 

 

Any person having an objection to the grant of Letters of Administration to the application 

shall file an objection within 14 days of the Publication of this Notice  

 

                                             Dated this     17th       day of  August, 2021 

 

………………………….. 

Merchant Legal Chambers  

Legal Practitioners for the Estate of Wilfried E. Sender, (deceased)   

 
 
Filed by: Merchant Legal Chambers, Attorneys-at-Law for Paula Theresa Wallace, Lawful 
Attorney for Donna Lee Sender, Gretchen Elizabeth Bartolomucci nèe Sender and Lori Lee 
Sender who’s address for service is Upper Prince William Street, Charlestown, Nevis 869-
469-6652(p) 869-469-1969 (f), Email: merchant@merchantlc.com  .   

[FIRST/SECOND PUBLICATION] 

Case Number :NEVHPB2021/0037

Submitted Date:17/08/2021 13:09

Filed Date:17/08/2021 13:09

Fees Paid:12.00
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When asked how it will affect his 
business, he said, “we are shut 
down we just cannot operate”.

Lefco Managing Director Robelto Liburd

By Loshaun Dixon   

A recent spike of 
COVID-19 in St. Kitts 
and Nevis has led to 
the temporary closure 
of LEFCO Equipment 
Rental & Construction 
Co. Ltd, with more than 
half a dozen employees 
from that company test-
ing positive for the virus.

This week St. Kitts and 
Nevis experienced a 
spike of cases and up 
to press time Thursday 
had 149 active cases, 

with 34 new cases re-
corded Wednesday, 27 
on Tuesday, and 26 on 
Monday, following 19 on 
the weekend.

In an interview with the 
Observer, Managing 
Director of LEFCO 
Nevis Robelto Liburd 
confirmed that health 
authorities had asked the 
company to shut down 
following an outbreak 
within the organization.

He said that they have had 
up to seven cases within 
the organization, and no 

indication was given of 
when they could reopen 
When asked how it will 
affect his business, he 
said, “we are shut down 
we just cannot operate”.

On Wednesday evening, 
Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley on his Radio 
programme said that he 
was informed of the clos-
ing down of a company 
after everyone had to be 
tested and positive cases 
were confirmed.

Medical Chief of Staff 

in the Joseph Nathaniel 
France (JNF) General 
Hospital, Dr Cameron 
Wilkinson said that 
health officials are fight-
ing to keep the spread 
contained.

“We are in a community 
spread like almost every 
other place on the face 
of the globe, and con-
tinue to fight to keep it 
contained.”

He said that complacency 
among the population 
was responsible for the 
latest spike.

“We continue to report 
daily positive cases, and 
are beginning to see the 
numbers climb again as 
complacency sets in. The 
majority of the recent 
cases were picked up 
through contact tracing 
from recent social gather-
ings and the early child-
hood school sector.

“This shows every time 
our people let their guard 
down, the virus surges.”

He also revealed data 
that show in the outbreak 

that started May 19, over 
80 percent of the cases 
were of individuals un-
der 50 and those not fully 
vaccinated

“Younger persons are 
becoming infected, and a 
vast majority are not fully 
vaccinated. Also, our 
children who are depen-
dent on us for protection 
are now being adversely 
affected.”

Dr Wilkinson said the 
spread can be arrested by 
taking the vaccine.

Virus spike 
forces  

business  
closure

Case Number :NEVHCV2021/0085

Submitted Date:10/08/2021 17:02

Filed Date:11/08/2021 08:30

Fees Paid:4.00
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Haiti: UK Sending Aid and Naval Vessel for Earthquake Relief Effort
The UK Government has 
today announced a pack-
age of up to £1 million of 
initial support to Haiti, as 
the country recovers from 
the recent devastating 
earthquake.

This is in addition to 
significant UK con-
tributions to the UN 
Central Emergency 
Response Fund, the Red 
Cross Disaster Relief 
Emergency Fund and the 
Start Fund, which have 
allocated funding of £5.8 
million, £600,000, and 
£250,000 respectively.

The Royal Navy ship 
RFA WAVE KNIGHT 
will also support the US 
contribution to the inter-
national humanitarian 
response.The Wave-class 
fast fleet tanker – part of 
the Royal Navy’s Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary (RFA) 
– will serve as a landing 
pad for US military heli-
copters responding to the 
crisis in Haiti.

Following a request 
for international assis-
tance from the Haitian 
Government, the UK will 
send a team of medical 
experts and a UK human-
itarian expert is deploying 
from the UN to provide 
support.

Experts from the UK’s 
Emergency Medical 
Team (UK EMT) will 
be deployed to Haiti 
this week to assess re-
quirements for medical 
assistance and identify 
additional support.

The team of 4 medical 
experts from the UK, 
Italy and France spe-
cialise in emergency 
medicine, rehabilita-
tion, and logistics, as 
well as humanitarian 
healthcare. They are ex-
pected to deploy for up 
to 2 weeks.

UK Minister for the 
Caribbean Lord (Tariq) 
Ahmad of Wimbledon 
said:

It is at times like this 
that the international 
community must come 
together to help those in 
crisis. The UK’s support 

will add to Haiti’s ef-
forts to provide emer-
gency disaster relief to 
those most vulnerable, 

including access to 
vital healthcare and 
sanitation.

On top of this, a 
UK humanitar-
ian expert will arrive 
in Haiti as part of a UN 

Disaster Assessment 
and Coordination 
(UNDAC) mission, 
to help assess damage 

and humanitarian needs 
resulting from the 
earthquake.
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Cuba Places Tighter Controls on Social Media Sites
HAVANA, Aug 18 
(Reuters) – Cuba intro-
duced tighter controls on 
the use of social media 
this week, including a ban 
on publications that might 
damage “the country’s 
prestige,” angering many 
citizens and international 
rights activists.

Decree 35, published in 
the official gazette on 
Tuesday, comes a month 
after the most widespread 
anti-government protests 
in the Communist-run 
country in decades, which 
spread in part due to in-
formation shared on so-
cial media.The legislation 
bans the spread of false 
news or messages and 
content deemed offensive 
or which “incite mobili-
zations or other acts that 
upset public order.” It 
also provides a channel 
for Cubans to inform on 
potential contraventions.

Those who have at-
tempted to “subvert the 
constitutional order” will 
be considered cyberter-
rorists. It does not say 
what the penalties will be 
for violations.

“Our Decree 35 goes 
against misinforma-
tion and cyber lies,” 
said President Miguel 
Diaz-Canel, who has 
blamed the July 11 pro-
tests on an online cam-
paign by U.S.-backed 
counter-revolutionaries.

Cuba analysts compared 
the measure to the to-
talitarianism of George 
Orwell’s “1984”, say-
ing that they feared the 
vague definitions of what 
constitutes a violation 
would allow for arbitrary 
implementation.

Since the introduction 
of mobile internet just 
over two years ago, plat-
forms like Facebook 
and WhatsApp have en-
abled Cubans to share 
their gripes and even 
mobilize in a country 
where public spaces are 
tightly controlled.“Cuba 
is formalizing digi-
tal repression,” said 
Erika Guevara-Rosas, 

Amnesty’s Americas di-
rector, noting the state al-
ready had monopoly over 

internet access, which 
was curtailed during and 
following the July 11 

protests.Nicaragua passed 
similar “cyber crime” leg-
islation last year and has 

used it to muzzle opposi-
tion, she said.

Reporting by Sarah 
Marsh, Editing by 
Rosalba O’Brien
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Authorities in St Kitts 
and Nevis are discussing 
plans in which they can 
assist the country of Haiti 
which has been ravaged 
by a massive earthquake 
and a tropical storm in the 
space of a week. 

On Saturday, a magnitude 
7.2 earthquake shook 
Haiti - a country still reel-
ing from a presidential 
assassination last month 
and still recovering from 
a disastrous quake more 
than 11 years ago.

The latest quake over-
whelmed hospitals, 
flattened buildings and 
trapped people under 
rubble in at least two cit-
ies in the western part of 
the country.

Haiti’s Civil Protection 
Agency raised the num-
ber of deaths from the 
quake to 2,189 from an 
earlier count of 1,941 and 
said more than 12,000 

people were injured. The 
magnitude 7.2 earthquake 
destroyed more than 
7,000 homes and dam-
aged more than 12,000, 
leaving about 30,000 
families homeless, of-
ficials said. Schools, of-
fices and churches also 
were demolished or badly 
damaged.

The earthquake was 
quickly followed by 
Tropical Storm Grace 
that battered southwest-
ern Haiti, which was hit 
hardest by Saturday’s 
quake, and officials said 
some areas got up to 
15 inches of rain before 
the storm moved on. 
Intermittent rain fell in the 
earthquake-damaged city 
of Les Cayes and in the 
capital, Port-au-Prince.

On Wednesday, National 
Disaster Coordinator in St 
Kitts and Nevis, Abdias 
Samuel, said the  National 
Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) stands 
in solidarity with the 

government and people 
of Haiti.

He said he had been 
in contact with Jerry 
Chandler, the Director of 
Civil Protection in Haiti, 
and they have been dis-
cussing many ways in 
which St. Kitts and Nevis 
can partner and assist the 
Haitian people.

Samuel said that some 
authorities and organi-
zations will be meeting 
shortly to discuss poten-
tial aid to the people of 
Haiti.

“We should be meet-
ing with the Haitian 
Association sometime 
soon - that is, the mitiga-
tion council ministers and 
the managers of NEMA 
- to discuss how we can 
support efforts there in 
Haiti.”

 It is said over half a 
million people were left 
displaced as a result of 
Saturday’s earthquake.

Authorities in 
SKN to discuss 

Haitian aid

Abdias Samuel
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday August 20th, 2021NewS Page:13WORLD  NEWS

Billions in US Weaponry, Aircaft 
 Seized by Taliban

By Rebecca Kheel                  

The Hill

 Billions of dollars of U.S. 
weapons are now in the 
hands of the Taliban fol-
lowing the quick collapse 
of Afghan security forces 
that were trained to use 
the military equipment.

Among the items seized 
by the Taliban are Black 
Hawk helicopters and 
A-29 Super Tucano at-
tack aircraft.

Photos have also circu-
lated of Taliban fighters 
clutching U.S.-made M4 
carbines and M16 rifles 
instead of their iconic 
AK-47s. And the mili-
tants have been spotted 
with U.S. humvees and 
mine-resistant ambush 
protected vehicles.

While it’s virtually im-
possible to operate ad-
vanced aircraft without 
training, seizing the hard-
ware gives the militants 
a propaganda boost and 
underscores the amount 
of wasted funds on 
U.S. military efforts in 
Afghanistan over the last 
20 years.

“When an armed group 
gets their hands on 
American-made weap-
onry, it’s sort of a status 
symbol. It’s a psycho-
logical win,” said Elias 
Yousif, deputy direc-
tor of the Center for 
International Policy’s 
Security Assistance 
Monitor.

“Clearly, this is an indict-
ment of the U.S. security 
cooperation enterprise 
broadly,” he added. “It 
really should raise a lot 
of concerns about what 
is the wider enterprise 
that is going on every 
single day, whether that’s 
in the Middle East, Sub-
Saharan Africa, East 
Asia.”

The United States spent 
an estimated $83 billion 
training and equipping 

Afghan security forces 
over the last two decades.

Between 2003 and 
2016, the United States 
transferred 75,898 ve-
hicles, 599,690 weapons, 
162,643 pieces of com-
munications equipment, 
208 aircraft, and 16,191 
pieces of intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnais-
sance equipment to the 
Afghan forces, according 
to a 2017 Government 
Accountability Office 
report.

From 2017 to 2019, the 
United States also gave 
Afghan forces 7,035 
machine guns, 4,702 
Humvees, 20,040 hand 
grenades, 2,520 bombs 
and 1,394 grenade 
launchers, among other 
equipment, according to 
a report last year from 
the Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction (SIGAR).

As of June 30, Afghan 
forces had 211 U.S.-
supplied aircraft in their 
inventory, a separate 
SIGAR report said.

At least 46 of those 
aircraft are now in 
Uzbekistan after more 
than 500 Afghan troops 
used them to flee as the 
government in Kabul col-
lapsed over the weekend.

It is unclear exactly how 
many weapons have 
fallen into the hands of 
the Taliban, but the Biden 
administration has ac-
knowledged it’s a “fair 
amount.”

“We don’t have a com-
plete picture, obviously, 
of where every article 
of defense materials has 
gone, but certainly a fair 
amount of it has fallen 
into the hands of the 
Taliban,” White House 
national security ad-
viser Jake Sullivan said 
Tuesday. “And obviously, 
we don’t have a sense that 
they are going to readily 
hand it over to us at the 
airport.”

Still, Sullivan defended 
President Biden’s deci-
sion-making in leaving 
the Afghan forces with 
high-end equipment.

Even as the U.S. military 
was withdrawing from 
Afghanistan, the United 
States kept aircraft flow-
ing to the Afghans, in July 
touting plans to send 35 
Black Hawk helicopters 
and three A-29s.

“Those Black Hawks 
were not given to the 
Taliban. They were given 
to the Afghan National 
Security Forces to be 
able to defend themselves 
at the specific request 
of [Afghan] President 
[Ashraf] Ghani, who 
came to the Oval Office 
and asked for additional 
air capability, among oth-
er things,” Sullivan said.

“So, the president had a 
choice. He could not give 
it to them with the risk 
that it would fall into the 
Taliban’s hands eventu-
ally, or he could give it 
to them with the hope 
that they could deploy it 
in service of defending 
their country,” Sullivan 
continued. “Both of those 
options had risks. He had 
to choose. And he made a 
choice.”

Pentagon press sec-
retary John Kirby on 
Wednesday also held 
there was a “very delib-
erate” process as U.S. 
forces withdrew in decid-
ing what equipment to 
destroy, give to Afghan 
forces or redeploy else-
where in the Middle East.

While the Taliban may 
be “keen” to use some 
of the more advanced 
U.S. weaponry, including 
the aircraft, the militants 
likely would not be able 
to keep them in the air for 
long even if they could 
coax former Afghans pi-
lot into flying for them, 
said Yousif of the Center 
for International Policy.

“They may be able to 

manage a flight or two or 
to operate them in some 
really limited capac-
ity in the short term, but 
without long term sus-
tainment, maintenance, 
servicing, that sort of 
thing, it wouldn’t turn into 
a robust or useful military 
capability,” he said. “It 
took the Afghans and the 
United States a long time 
to develop an indigenous 
air capability, and even 
then, they were reliant on 
the United States to keep 
those planes in the sky.”

A more immediate con-
cern, Yousif said, is that 
so many small arms were 
left behind.

“They are easy to main-
tain, easy to learn how to 
use, easy to transport,” he 
said. “The concern for all 
small arms is that they are 
durable goods and they 

can be transferred, sold. 
We’ve seen this before 
where a conflict ends and 
the arms that stay there 
make their way to all 
parts of the world.”

On Wednesday, more than 
two dozen Republican 
senators demanded a 
“full accounting” of U.S. 
military equipment given 
to Afghan forces over the 
past 12 months, what’s 
been seized by the Taliban 
and what plans there are 
to either recapture or de-
stroy the equipment.

“As we watched the 
images coming out 
of Afghanistan as the 
Taliban retook the coun-
try, we were horrified to 
see U.S. equipment – in-
cluding UH-60 Black 
Hawks – in the hands of 
the Taliban,” the 25 sena-
tors, led by Sen. Marco 

Rubio (Fla.), wrote 
in a letter to Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin.

“It is unconscionable that 
high-tech military equip-
ment paid for by U.S. tax-
payers has fallen into the 
hands of the Taliban and 
their terrorist allies,” they 
added. “Securing U.S. 
assets should have been 
among the top priorities 
for the U.S. Department 
of Defense prior to an-
nouncing the withdrawal 
from Afghanistan.”

Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark 
Milley on Wednesday 
declined to comment on 
the possibility of destroy-
ing equipment, saying 
the military’s focus right 
now is on evacuation op-
erations. Still, Milley told 
reporters that “we obvi-
ously have capabilities.”
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Haiti Quake: Death Toll at 2,189, Survivors Sill 
 Being Rescued- Aftershocks Hit Les Cayes

The football stadium in 
Les cayes turned into 
a muddy field after the 

heavy rains

BBC- At least 2,189 
people are known to have 
died in Haiti in Saturday’s 
powerful earthquake, au-
thorities there said late on 
Wednesday.

Rescue workers have 
managed to pull 34 peo-
ple alive from the rubble 
but many are still missing 
after the 7.2-magnitude 
quake.

The search for survivors 
has been hampered by 
heavy rains brought this 
week by Tropical Storm 
Grace.

Nearly 10,000 people 
have been injured and 
hospitals were left 
overwhelmed.

The UN says about 
500,000 children now 
have limited or no access 
to shelter, safe water and 
food.

“Countless Haitian 
families who have lost 
everything due to the 
earthquake are now living 
literally with their feet in 
the water due to the flood-
ing,” said Bruno Maes, 
the UN Children’s Fund 
(Unicef) representative in 
the country.

Many have been staying 
in make-shift tents erect-
ed on a football field in 
the city of Les Cayes, one 
of the areas worst affected 
by the quake.

“Yesterday [Tuesday] 
evening, I took shel-
ter near a church, but 
when I heard the ground 
shake again, I ran to 

return here,” city resi-
dent Magalie Cadet told 
AFP news agency.

She said so few struc-
tures remained standing 
in Les Cayes that people 
had to relieve them-
selves on the streets.

Haitians living in more 
remote areas said aid 
was yet to reach them.

“We have the will to do 
everything but we don’t 
have the money or re-
sources,” a pastor told 
Reuters news agency.

In pictures: Desperate 
search after Haiti quake

The UN’s World Food 
Programme said it was 
working closely with 
the Haitian authorities 
to provide assistance to 
survivors.

And the UN Office for 
the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs 
said that following ne-
gotiations, armed gangs 
– who have previously 
attacked people travel-
ling to Les Cayes from 
the capital – had prom-
ised to let an aid convoy 
through.

But the heavy rains 
brought by Tropical 
Storm Grace have made 
many of the roads in the 
more mountainous re-
gions impassable.

The south-west of Haiti 
appears to have suf-
fered the worst of the 
damage from the quake, 
especially around Les 

Cayes.

In Les Cayes, some peo-
ple broke open existing 
tombs to bury victims of 
the quake

The earthquake com-
pounds problems fac-
ing the impoverished 
nation, which is already 
reeling from a political 
crisis following the as-
sassination of its presi-
dent last month.

Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry, who is in power 
until a fresh presidential 
election can be held, has 
declared a month-long 
state of emergency and 
urged the population to 
“show solidarity”.

Haiti has been hit by a 
series of natural disas-
ters in the past, includ-
ing Hurricane Matthew 
in 2016.

The deadliest was 
the 2010 earthquake 
which killed more 
than 200,000 people 
and caused extensive 
damage to the coun-
try’s infrastructure and 
economy.

=================
=================
==============

Aftershocks Rattle 
Quake City

LES CAYES, Aug 18 
(Reuters) – Tremors 
shook buildings late 
on Wednesday in the 
southern Haitian city 
of Les Cayes, a Reuters 
witness said, a few 

days after a devastat-
ing earthquake killed 
almost 2,200 people 
across the Caribbean 
nation and injured thou-
sands more.A police 
officer on patrol in Les 
Cayes said there were 
no immediate reports 
of further deaths or 
damage in the region, 
which is still reeling 
from the 7.2 magnitude 

earthquake on Saturday 
morning. read more

Across the seaside city, 
families were sleeping 
on mattresses in the 
streets.

Haitian authorities said 
late on Wednesday that 
the official death toll 
from the quake had 
risen to 2,189.

The poorest country in 
the Americas, Haiti is 
still recovering from a 
2010 quake that killed 
over 200,000.

Reporting by Ricardo 
Arduengo and Laura 
Gottesdiener in Les 
Cayes Editing by Shri 
Navaratnam
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by Jeff Ernst

Vice

T E G U C I G A L P A , 
Honduras—A mysteri-
ous, highly contagious 
and lethal disease is 
spreading across the coral 
reefs of the Caribbean 
Sea, alarming scientists 
and leaving a trail of skel-
etons in its path.

Its advance from Florida 
to the far reaches of the 
Caribbean could wipe 
out the majority of the 
hard coral across the sea, 
decimating reefs and the 
marine life they support 
for generations to come. 
The environmental dam-
age would also disrupt the 
lives of millions of people 
in coastal communities 
who depend on the reefs 
for food or jobs.

“It’s basically like a coral 
Covid,” said Gabriela 
Ochoa, program man-
ager at the Roatan Marine 
Park on the Bay Islands 
of Honduras, describing 
the disease’s rapid trans-
mission. Affecting more 
than 20 species of hard 
coral, the harm that stony 
coral tissue loss disease 
(SCTLD) threatens to 
slow-growing coral reefs 
and their fragile ecosys-
tems is irreparable.

“The only difference is the 
mortality rate of COVID 
doesn’t even compare to 
what we’re seeing in the 
reefs,” added Ochoa. In 
some coral species, the 
mortality rate reaches as 
high as 100 percent.

The first sign that a coral is 
infected is the appearance 
of a small lesion where 
the tissue, or the skin, 
is absent, revealing the 
bone. Patric Lengacher/
Roatan Marine Park

While other more well-
known factors such as 

pollution and climate 
change have caused the 
loss of an estimated 60 
percent of coral coverage 
in the Caribbean over the 
past three decades, the 
new disease is killing it at 
a much faster rate.

Once a colony is infected, 
death can come very 
quickly. “You can lose 
colonies that were grow-
ing for hundreds of years 
in just weeks or months,” 
said Melina Soto, Mexico 
Coordinator for the 
Healthy Reefs Initiative.

SCTLD was first discov-
ered in 2014 off the coast 
of Florida, where it has 
since infected roughly 
half of the state’s reefs. 
The cause is unknown 
but humans are a likely 
culprit.

Theories divide along 
two main tracks. The 
first is that factors such 
as climate change and 
rising sea temperatures 
along with contaminants 
like untreated sewage and 
even sunscreen have re-
duced the reefs’ resiliency, 
making coral susceptible 
to existing bacteria. The 
second centers around the 
idea that a new pathogen 
emerged as a result of hu-
man activity.

In the end, the answer 
could be all of the above. 
“Like COVID, when 
you have other health 
problems, then you’re at 
higher risk when you get 
COVID,” said Ochoa.

Over the past seven years, 
the disease has spread 
across the Caribbean Sea, 
often traveling against 
currents, which suggests 
that the pathogen may 
be reaching new areas by 
clinging to boats. “One of 
the points that almost al-
ways repeats itself is that 
the first cases are found 
near ports,” said Soto.

In 2018, SCTLD was dis-
covered in Mexico off the 
coast of Puerto Morelos, 
situated between the tour-
ist hotspots of Cancun 
and Playa del Carmen 
near the northern tip of 
the Mesoamerican Reef 
— the world’s second 
largest. The disease has 
since spread hundreds 
of miles along the reef’s 
hard coral colonies all 
the way to its southern-
most point around the 
Bay Islands in Honduras, 
where it was first detected 
in September 2020.

Brain corals have been 
the most affected, accord-
ing to the Healthy Reefs 
Initiative, and the disease 
has put one rare species, 
pillar coral, at the brink of 
extinction. The first sign 
that a coral is infected is 
the appearance of a small 
lesion where the tissue, 
or the skin, is absent, re-
vealing the bone. As the 
disease progresses, the 
coral is stripped of all tis-
sue, leaving nothing but a 
dead skeleton.

Once an infection is pres-
ent, the disease can spread 
across a reef system from 
coral to coral, or by fish 
or scuba divers hopping 
from an infected site to a 
healthy site.

Mitigating the effect is a 
costly, nearly insurmount-
able task. An antibacterial 
cream that is applied to 
the lesions has shown 
some success in stopping 
an infection, but it doesn’t 
provide any immunity 
to subsequent infections 
and the application is ex-
tremely labor intensive 
and expensive.

Instead, organizations are 
building coral nurseries 
in water tanks on land to 
conserve genetic diversity 
and breed new species 
with the hope of restor-
ing reefs in the future. 

But with growth rates of 
just a couple centimeters 
per year, full restoration 
could take hundreds, if 
not thousands of years.

Soft corals, such as the el-
egant fan corals that sway 
with the current, are not 
affected by SCTLD. But 
the loss of hard corals is 
about more than just their 
genetic diversity

Hard corals are “reef 
builders” that are essen-
tial to a reef’s formation. 
As the hard corals die off, 
they erode and compact, 
reducing the protection 
against coastal erosion, 
flooding and hurricane 
storm surges provided by 
the reefs. Declining coral 

cover is also a loss of 
habitat for marine wild-
life, including some 1,500 
species of fish.

The damage to the 
Mesoamerican Reef and 
others across the region 
will have an impact that 
extends beyond the sea. 
“If we don’t have corals, 
then we don’t have every-
thing else associated with 
them,” said Ochoa. Reef-
related tourism alone 
generates about $8 billion 
for Caribbean economies 
each year.

Although there have been 
massive coral die-offs in 
the past, as well as other 
diseases that have affect-
ed reefs, the devastation 

caused by SCTLD is 
unprecedented. “We’ve 
never seen 23 different 
species of corals getting 
sick at the same time,” 
said Ochoa.

In many places, coral cov-
erage has been reduced to 
half of what it was before 
the disease arrived and 
algae is taking over. What 
once was a flourish of 
bright colors is now dull 
and green.

The spread of such a con-
tagious and lethal disease 
foreshadows a similar 
fate for reefs across the 
Caribbean Sea. “Reefs 
as we knew them will no 
longer be” in existence, 
said Ochoa.

Caribbean Reefs are Dying from a 
Mysterious Disease
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Zoning of STEP community enhancement  
groups has helped maximise productivity

LOCAL  NEWS

By Staff Reporter   

BASSETERRE, ST. 
KITTS, August 18, 2021 
(S.T.E.P.) — The Skills 
Training Empowerment 
Programme (STEP) has 
an obligation to ensure 
the country is at its best 
at all times in terms of 
cleanliness, and has been 
fulfilling this mandate 
by using interns who are 
attached to community 
enhancement groups that 
are spread out around the 
country.

“Recently, the STEP has 
had reasons to zone all 
the community enhance-
ment groups to maxi-
mise productivity,” said 
STEP Field Operations 
Manager, Mr William 
Phillip. “What used to 
happen in the past is that 
in every community/vil-
lage there was a commu-
nity enhancement group 
of STEP interns.”

It was however found out 
that persons on the com-
munity groups would 
be from the community 
itself and were not will-
ing to move out of their 

community to work else-
where. This disadvan-
taged the STEP, as when 
persons completed their 
task in the village, they 
would have nothing else 
to do and would just hang 
around for the rest of the 
day.

“What we have done re-
cently to maximise pro-
ductivity and to get more 
from the workers, we 
have sought to zone all 
different communities,” 
explained Mr Phillip. 
“At present we have four 
zones in St. Kitts. We 
started with Zone Two, 
which stretches from 
Boyd’s, Challengers, Old 
Road, Sandy Point, goes 
down to Newton Ground 
and into St. Paul’s.”

Before the zoning, the 
area had six commu-
nity enhancement groups, 
one each in Boyd’s, 
Challengers, Newton 
Ground, and St. Paul’s 
while Sandy Point had 
two community enhance-
ment groups. But follow-
ing the zoning, Zone Two 
now has three community 
enhancement groups.

The groups in Newton 
Ground and St. Paul’s 
were combined to make 
one group, the two groups 
in Sandy Point were com-
bined to make another 
group, while the groups 
in Challengers and Old 
Road were combined into 
one group. The zone is 
headed by a Zonal Field 
Officer, while each group 
has a Supervisor, and an 
Assistant Supervisor.

“We have seen an in-
crease in productivity,” 
pointed out Mr Phillip. 
“For instance if there is 
an activity to be done in 
Sandy Point, close by 
Newton Ground, we can 
move one of the groups 
of that zone which will 
give us more manpower 
to complete both Sandy 
Point and Newton 
Ground and St. Paul’s in 
a shorter period of time.”

Recently Mr Phillip paid 
a visit to Zone Two, start-
ing at Sandy Point, where 
he found the two groups 
(combined St. Paul’s and 
Newton Ground groups 
and combined Sandy 
Point groups) working on 

the Sandy Point Methodist 
churchyard, where he met 
the Zonal Field Officer 
Mrs Dawn Hodge-
Percival with the two 
groups. He later visited 
the Bronte Welsh Primary 
School in Boyd’s where 
the combined Boyd’s 
and Challengers group 
was working in the 
schoolyard.

“So that is one of the 
advantages that we have 
gotten by with the com-
bination of those groups 
into zones – more pro-
ductivity,” he pointed 
out. “We know we are in 
a better position to utilise 
our equipment, weed eat-
ers and such like, and bet-
ter planning for our field 
officers who in the past 
had to visit six groups in 
one day.”

At the Sandy Point 
Methodist churchyard, 
were supervisors Ms 
Janice Richardson for the 
Sandy Point Community 
Enhancement Group, and 
Mr Theophelos Browne 
for the St. Paul’s/Newton 
Ground Community 
Enhancement Group. 

Their respective Assistant 
Supervisors were Ms 
Leesha Huggins, and Ms 
Gillian Dasent.

“After the zoning was 
done we ended up with 
three groups in Zone 
Two and it has been a 
good combination work-
ing together in different 
areas,” said STEP Zonal 
Field Officer Mrs Dawn 
Hodge-Percival. “We do 
more in less time as we 
have more persons work-
ing, and we are grateful 
for that.”

Giving an example of 
what was taking place 
at the Methodist church-
yard in Sandy Point, Mrs 
Hodge-Percival noted 
that what would have 
taken splinter groups 
two or even three days 
was finished in just one 
day. Previously it would 
have been hard to bring 
the four splinter groups 
together which as a result 
made supervision a diffi-
cult task.

At the Bronte Welsh 
Primary School, the 
third group in Zone Two 

covering Challengers 
and Old Road was led 
by its supervisor, Mr 
Thriscan Hendrickson, 
and Assistant Supervisor, 
Ms Jewell Pelle. Also 
present was STEP Senior 
Field Officer Mr Damian 
Weekes.

Mr Hendrickson ob-
served that the combined 
group achieves more at 
any given task, which 
has in return brought 
satisfaction both to the 
STEP interns and com-
munity members they are 
serving.

The other STEP zones 
on the island of St. Kitts 
are: Zone One which 
covers the areas from 
West Farm to Bird Rock, 
including St. Peter’s, 
Keys and Conaree; 
Zone Three which cov-
ers the area from Dieppe 
Bay to Mansion includ-
ing Parsons Ground, 
Saddlers, and Tabernacle; 
and Zone Four which 
covers the area from 
Phillips to Cayon, in-
cluding Molineux, Christ 
Church and Ottley’s.

STeP field operations Manager, Mr William Phillip (left) with STeP Zonal field officer, Mrs Dawn Hodge-Percival, Ms Janice Richardson, Ms Gillian 
Dasent, Ms Leesha Huggins, and Mr Theophelos Browne.
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Analysis: What’s the Impact of Taliban’s  
Return on International Order?

The heartbreaking im-
ages from the airport in 
Kabul only reinforce this 
message. And there is 
justifiably a good deal of 
emotion to go round. The 
West has invested a lot of 
blood, time and money in 
Afghanistan. The Afghan 
people, much, much, 
more.

It is hard to argue with 
the criticism of the 
Biden administration’s 
precipitate departure. 
Afghanistan may indeed 
be un-salvageable, its 
governing structures too 
unrepresentative and cor-
rupt. This though only 
underscores the argument 
that Afghanistan was not 
“lost” in the past two 
years but during the pre-
vious 20.

Nonetheless the decision 
to cut and run is being 
seen as a terrible blow 
to US credibility – to its 
reliability as a partner, 
and indeed to its moral 
standing in world affairs. 
How does this square 
with Mr Biden’s clarion 
cry on taking office, that 
America was back?

Comparisons are being 
made with Vietnam – the 
similarities with helicop-
ters shuttling US nation-
als away from a falling 
city being too much for 
the newspaper front-pag-
es to resist. But in reality 
– despite the superficial 
similarities -there are 
some important differ-
ences, too.

South Vietnam collapsed 
some two years after US 
troops left. Indeed it looks 
as though the Americans 
expected their Afghan 
allies to soldier on for a 

significant period with-
out them. The US was 
humbled by Vietnam 
– its population deeply 
divided and its military 
morale damaged. But 
while Vietnam turned 
out to be a tragic side-
show in the Cold War, the 
US still ultimately won 
that contest. Nato was 
not weakened. US allies 
around the globe did not 
shy away from expect-
ing US support. The US 
remained the pre-eminent 
superpower.

Afghanistan is altogether 
different. Internal divi-
sions in the US over 
this conflict have in 
no way been compa-
rable to Vietnam’s. The 
Afghanistan mission was 
certainly unpopular at 

home but there were no 
mass rallies against it.

Crucially though, today’s 
international context is 
dramatically different 
from that of the 1970s. 
The US – indeed the West 
in general – is engaged in 
multiple contests, in few 
of which they are outright 
winners. The Afghan 
collapse is potentially a 
disaster in the so-called 
war on terror. But in the 
wider conflict between 
democracy and authori-
tarianism, Washington’s 
failure can only be seen 
as a serious set-back.

There will be smiles in 
Moscow and Beijing, at 
least for now. The Western 
model of liberal interven-
tionism – promoted as a 
means of spreading de-
mocracy and the rule of 
law – has perhaps been 
tested to destruction in 
Afghanistan. One cannot 

see much enthusiasm for 
similar undertakings in 
the future.

Those of Washington’s 
allies who joined in the 
Afghanistan project 
are smarting. They feel 
badly let down. Even 
British ministers, jeal-
ous of their oft touted 
“special relationship” 
with Washington, have 
been openly critical 
of President Biden’s 
decision.

Ten days that shook 
Afghanistan

Biden’s speech on 
Afghanistan fact-checked

And for America’s 
European allies in gen-
eral, it underscores how 

dependent they are upon 
the US and how little 
their views count once 
the White House decides 
to go in one particular 
direction.

So bad news for the 
West. But how long-
lasting will be the smiles 
in Beijing, Moscow and 
even Islamabad? It was 
Pakistan that nurtured 
and gave safe haven to the 
Taliban for its own geo-
strategic purposes. But 
if renewed Taliban rule 
produces a simple turning 
back of the clock – if in-
ternational terrorism finds 
a renewed haven – then 
Pakistan may find that 
the growing turbulence in 
the region has decidedly 
negative consequences.

China is happy to see the 
US failure. Indeed, if Mr 
Biden’s reason to pull 
out from Afghanistan 
was due to his desire 

to re-focus US national 
power to rival a rising 
China, then this step has 
simply given China an 
opportunity to expand 
its own influence in 
Afghanistan and beyond.

China, though, must 
have concern, too. Its 
shares a short border 
with Afghanistan. It is 
actively persecuting its 
own Muslim minority 
and must be concerned 
at the possibility that 
anti-Beijing Islamist ter-
rorists might seek to use 
Afghanistan as a base. No 
wonder then that Chinese 
diplomacy over recent 
weeks has been so eager 
to court the Taliban.

Russia, too, must have 
worries about the return 
of instability and terror-
ism. Maybe it feels a little 
better about itself now 
that the US has similarly 
been humbled by Afghan 
tribal fighters, just as the 
Soviet Union was in the 
late-1980s.How America 
watched as Taliban won 
the war

Taliban return raises fears 
of Afghan haven for terror

But its chief interest is the 
security of a large part 
of Central Asia, many of 
whose states are allies of 
Moscow. This summer 
Russia moved tanks to 
the Tajikistan-Afghan 
frontier for exercises 

intended to demonstrate 
its determination to pre-
vent any spill-over from 
an Afghan collapse.

So in the short-term, the 
Afghan debacle certainly 
benefits the West’s oppo-
nents. But their attitudes 
were not going to change 
anyway.What really mat-
ters are the ramifications 
among Washington’s al-
lies. What will they take 
away from the Afghan 
experience? Beyond the 
immediate crisis, will the 
NATO countries, Israel, 
Taiwan, South Korea or 
Japan see the US as a less 
reliable partner? If they 
do, then Mr Biden’s deci-
sion to quit Afghanistan 
will prove fateful, indeed.

China is happy to see the US failure. Indeed, if Mr Biden’s 
reason to pull out from Afghanistan was due to his desire to 
re-focus US national power to rival a rising China, then this 

step has simply given China an opportunity to expand its 
own influence in Afghanistan and beyond.
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Kezron Archibald 

one on one 
with  

rev ron
Q: It is my pleasure to sit 
with you Kezron.  Can 
you give us a snapshot of 
your cricketing history?

A:Thanks Ron. I started 
at Ivor Walters Primary 
at age 9, then progressed 
through Under-13 straight 
through to U 19 then on to 
CG Foster in Jamaica and 
then to the Leewards and 
for the Patriots in the CPL. 
I also played for a number 
of clubs in Nevis.

Q: You are in a Bubble. 
What is that?

A: A bubble is a secure 
environment that protects 
the players/officials from 
COVID throughout the 
duration of completion. 
This controlled environ-
ment takes away certain 
privileges. The hotel, 
practice facilities, buses 
etc. are all a part of the 
bubble and once you enter 
no one is allowed inside or 
outside of the bubble.

Q: As a resident of Brown 
Hill, can you name any-
one outside of family 
from the village that has 
been instrumental in your 
development?

A: Lots of them. Some of 
the most notable mentions 
are:  the entire Brown Hill 
Cricket team past and pres-
ent, Jabal Walwyn (icon), 
Tyler Martin, Bumbo 
Walwyn, Kejel Tyson and 
Oshane Williams.

Q: You have a professional 
contract with the Leeward 
Islands franchise.  Can 
you explain what that 
means and why it’s critical 
to have a contract?

A: The contract means that 
for a year I would be a part 
of a set up that allows me 
to train at a high intensity 
while being supervised by 
certified coaches and fit-
ness trainers.

Q: Is there anyone that you 
may have patterned your 
game after?

A:. I love Nelson Bolans 

smooth run up, Tonito 
Willets craftmanship with 
bat and ball, Lara’s record 
breaking ability and Chris 
Gayle’s power along with 
Trent Boults mastery of 
left arm swing bowling. 

Q:  If you were to design 
your life, what would you 
have accomplished by 
2026 professionally?

A: I would play all 3 for-
mats for the West Indies 
and be a mainstay in fran-
chise cricket worldwide.  
Also I would like to le-
verage my connections to 
provide opportunities for 
other Nevisian cricketers.

Q: Whats your personal 
mantra?

A: “With the right focus 
you can take whatever you 
want.”

Q:  Who are the family 
members or coaches that 
have helped you?

A: My entire family. My 
mother and grandmother 
(may their souls continue 
to RIP) are two of my 
biggest inspirations pe-
riod. My uncle Sylvester 
Brown has been the most 
instrumental person in 
my development.  Also 
Nutsy Thompson, Stuart 
Williams, Keith Arthurton 
and Gibbs Williams.

Q: What role does God or 
religion play in your life?

A: I am not a religious 
person but I was raised in 
a Christian home and be-
lieve that there is a God.

Q: Thank you so much 
for agreeing so readily 
to this interview.  Is there 
anything you want to say 
before we end?

A: It was a pleasure be-
ing a part of the interview. 
I would say to never be 
afraid of your dreams.  
Chase them as dreams do 
come through and hard 
work, still works. 
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Local News
‘Nuts Man’ Praises Dept. 

of Agriculture for Its 
Peanut Cultivation

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (August 17, 
2021) — Charlestown’s 
popular peanut vendor 
Mr. Calvin “Nuts Man” 
Williams of Gingerland 
who sells parched and 
boiled peanuts outside of 
Best Buy Supermarket 
has given high marks 
to the Department of 
Agriculture’s venture into 
peanut cultivation.

Mr. Williams who has 
been the top purchaser 
of the local nuts spoke 
to the Department of 
Information on August 
16, 2021, in an invited 
comment on the pea-
nuts grown at Farms and 
Indian River Estates.

“I’ve been selling nuts a 
good 10-12 years now. I 
used to get them from St. 
Kitts and overseas before 
I started getting them in 
Nevis. I just started buy-
ing local and they all 
right for now. They’re 
good enough to sell. The 
quality is like what I used 
to get from overseas, 
no problem with them. 
People enjoy the nuts…

“I have to continue to buy 
local nuts. It’s scarce right 
now. You have to buy ev-
erything you get. The nuts 
them good, they’re good. 
People should buy them 
locally. I buy five bags for 
the first,” he said.

Meantime Mr. Steve 
Reid, Chief Extension 
Officer at the department, 
stated that there a few 
reasons favouring large-
scale peanut production 
including the beneficial 
effects of the plant.

“We are in New River 
where we have a stor-
age facility where we 
would put our nuts to 
dry. The Department of 
Agriculture has ventured 
into planting nuts on a 
large scale and this deci-
sion was made because of 
a number of reasons.

“Nuts is one of those 
crops which we consider 
to have beneficial effects 
on the soil and they call it 
soil fixing bacteria where 
the roots of nuts and other 
legume plants would fix 
nitrogen in the soil. It ac-
tually helps to build the 
soil,” he said.

Mr. Reid added that it was 
felt rather than going the 
expensive way of apply-
ing fertilizer to lands that 
have been under cultiva-
tion for many years, the 
peanut plant would help 
to restore the soil pav-
ing the way for optimum 
performance from crops 
planted on the estates in 
the future.

The Chief Extension 
Officer also stated that 
another consideration to 
cultivating peanuts was 
that of not competing 
with farmers.

“Our market here in St. 
Kitts and Nevis is quite 
small…Right now most 
of the farmers are supply-
ing supermarkets with lo-
cal products. So in order 
for the government not to 
conflict with any of the 
farmers we decided as 
well to produce a crop that 
is needed; the demand is 
there but no farmer is do-
ing it,” he explained.

Mr. Reid revealed that 
the preliminary results 
of peanut cultivation on 
Nevis has shown that the 
crop is simple and quick 
with an easy turn around 
with a healthy demand 
for the nuts.

The senior agriculture 
officer said a few farm-
ers have inquired about 
getting seeds to plant 
and the department is 
encouraging farmers to 
do so because of its many 
benefits.

“We are encouraging 
farmers to take part be-
cause we realise it is a 
crop that can store well, 
and it has high return 
value as in the costing, 
and so farmers if they 
are interested, they may 
be able to contact the de-
partment at a later stage 
where we would have 
seeds available because 
we are going to be having 
a revolving programme,” 
he said.

Mr. Reid added that all 
the nuts produced would 
not be sold for eating 
purposes. Some would be 
used for planting mate-
rial and some for feeding 
livestock on the govern-
ment owned farms.

“We are using the tops 
of the nuts along with 
the deformed or small 
unmarketable nuts to 
feed to the livestock ani-
mals, mostly the cows at 
Maddens Estate. Nuts 
are high in protein and it 
helps to build the muscles 
and bodies when we feed 
it to these cows it is just as 
a feeler but it helps with 
their nutrition,” he said.
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Nevis Tourist Authority’s 
Tribute to the Late  
Hon. Arthur Evelyn,  

First Min. of Tourism

LOCAL NEWS

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (August 17, 2021) 
— The Nevis Tourism 
Authority joins the wider 
Nevisian community 
in mourning the pass-
ing of the first Minister 
of Tourism in the Nevis 
Island Administration, the 
Hon. Arthur Evelyn, who 
has died at the age of 93.

The Ministry of Tourism 
and the NTA offer our 
deepest condolences to 
his family, friends, and 
colleagues on the transi-
tion of this committed 
public servant. He will 
long be remembered for 
his dedication to enhanc-
ing the quality of life for 
those he served.

As a member of the Nevis 
Island Assembly from 
1983 to 1992, Mr. Evelyn 
was appointed as the first 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Lands, Housing, Labour, 
and Tourism, serving 

until 1987. It was during 
his tenure that the first 
land reform programme 
in Nevis was implement-
ed, giving the people of 
Nevis an opportunity to 
own land.

For his contributions to 
the development of Nevis 
and his dedication to its 
people, the Nevis Island 
Administration in 2010 
renamed the Old Treasury 
building in his honour.

Mr. Evelyn has been an 
outstanding servant of 
the people in a number of 
areas and we are forever 
grateful for his leadership 
and immense contribu-
tion not only to tourism 
but also to various sectors 
of our economy.

His passion for service 
extended to the business 
community, where he 
served as a dentist and 
registered pharmacist for 

many years, addressing 
the healthcare needs of 
many Nevisians.

He has served the com-
munity with distinction as 
a founding member of the 
Nevis Turf and Jockey 
Club, an active contribu-
tor to the Mental Health 
Association, Culturama, 
The Lions Club, The 
Blind Light, and Visually 
Impaired Society, and 
the St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church Vestry. He was 
also a founding member 
of the Nevis Historical and 
Conservation Society and 
the Nevis Cooperative 
Credit Union.

His life has been an ex-
ample of extraordinary 
service and we wish his 
immediate family and 
the wider tourism frater-
nity comfort in the days 
ahead, as we all reflect on 
a life well-lived.
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Through nature and revelation, through 
His providence, and by the influence of 
His Spirit, God speaks to us. But these 
are not enough; we need also to pour 
out our hearts to Him. In order to have 
spiritual life and energy, we must have 
actual relationship with our heavenly 
Father. Our minds may be drawn out 
toward Him; we may meditate upon 
His works, His mercies, His blessings; 
but this is not, in the fullest sense, com-
muning with Him. In order to commune 
with God, we must have something to 
say to Him concerning our actual life. 

Prayer is the opening of the heart to God 
as to a friend. Not that it is necessary in 
order to make known to God what we 
are, but in order to enable us to receive 
Him. Prayer does not bring God down 
to us, but brings us up to Him. 

When Jesus was upon the earth, He 
taught His disciples how to pray. He 
directed them to present their daily 
needs before God, and to cast all their 
care upon Him. And the assurance He 
gave them that their petitions should be 
heard, is assurance also to us. 

Jesus Himself, while He dwelt among 
men, was often in prayer. Our Saviour 
identified Himself with our needs and 
weakness, in that He became a sup-
pliant, a petitioner, seeking from His 
Father fresh supplies of strength, that 
He might come forth braced for duty 
and trial. He is our example in all things. 
He is a brother in our infirmities, “in all 
points tempted like as we are;” but as 
the sinless one His nature recoiled from 
evil; He endured struggles and torture 
of soul in a world of sin. His humanity 
made prayer a necessity and a privilege. 
He found comfort and joy in commu-
nion with His Father. And if the Saviour 
of men, the Son of God, felt the need of 
prayer, how much more should feeble, 
sinful mortals feel the necessity of fer-
vent, constant prayer. 

Our heavenly Father waits to bestow 
upon us the fullness of His blessing. It 
is our privilege to drink largely at the 
fountain of boundless love. What a 
wonder it is that we pray so little! God 
is ready and willing to hear the sincere 
prayer of the humblest of His children, 
and yet there is much manifest reluc-
tance on our part to make known our 
wants to God. What can the angels of 
heaven think of poor helpless human 
beings, who are subject to temptation, 
when God’s heart of infinite love yearns 
toward them, ready to give them more 
than they can ask or think, and yet they 

pray so little and have so little faith? The 
angels love to bow before God; they 
love to be near Him. They regard com-
munion with God as their highest joy; 
and yet the children of earth, who need 
so much the help that God only can 
give, seem satisfied to walk without the 
light of His Spirit, the companionship of 
His presence. 

The darkness of the evil one encloses 
those who neglect to pray. The whis-
pered temptations of the enemy entice 
them to sin; and it is all because they 
do not make use of the privileges that 
God has given them in the divine ap-
pointment of prayer. Why should the 
sons and daughters of God be reluc-
tant to pray, when prayer is the key in 
the hand of faith to unlock heaven’s 
storehouse, where are treasured the 
boundless resources of Omnipotence? 
Without unceasing prayer and diligent 
watching we are in danger of growing 
careless and of deviating from the right 
path. The adversary seeks continually to 
obstruct the way to the mercy seat, that 
we may not by earnest supplication and 
faith obtain grace and power to resist 
temptation. 

There are certain conditions upon 
which we may expect that God will 
hear and answer our prayers. One of 
the first of these is that we feel our need 
of help from Him. He has promised, “I 
will pour water upon him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground.” Isaiah 
44:3. Those who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, who long after God, may 
be sure that they will be filled. The heart 
must be open to the Spirit’s influence, or 
God’s blessing cannot be received. 

Our great need is itself an argument and 
pleads most eloquently in our behalf. 
But the Lord is to be sought unto to do 
these things for us. He says, “Ask, and 
it shall be given you.” And “He that 
spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things?” 
Matthew 7:7; Romans 8:32. 

If we regard iniquity in our hearts, if we 
cling to any known sin, the Lord will 
not hear us; but the prayer of the peni-
tent, contrite soul is always accepted. 
When all known wrongs are righted, 
we may believe that God will answer 
our petitions. Our own merit will never 
commend us to the favor of God; it is 
the worthiness of Jesus that will save us, 
His blood that will cleanse us; yet we 
have a work to do in complying with the 
conditions of acceptance. 

Steps to Christ          
Chapter 11—The Privilege of Prayer
Ellen G. White 
Writings Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. White. All Rights Reserved.
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LONDON, Aug. 18, 
2021 /PRNewswire/ 
— On August 18th, the 
Professional Wealth 
Management (PWM) 
magazine, a publica-
tion from the Financial 
Times, released the fifth 
edition of its annual re-
port: “A Guide to Global 
Citizenship: The 2021 
CBI Index.” The study 
evaluates all active citi-
zenship by investment 
(CBI) programmes across 
the globe using nine pil-
lars that are considered 
the highest priorities for 
investors seeking to ap-
ply to such programmes. 
These pillars are 
Freedom of Movement, 
Standard of Living, 
Minimum Investment 
Outlay, Mandatory 
Travel or Residence, 
Citizenship Timeline, 
Ease of Processing, Due 
Diligence, Family, and 
Certainty of Product.

2021 CBI Index – 
A Guide to Global 
Citizenship

In this year’s edition of 
the annual report, both 
the Commonwealth 
of Dominica and the 
Federation of St Kitts 
and Nevis shared the top 
ranking as the countries 
with the best CBI pro-
gramme. For Dominica, 
2021 marks the fifth con-
secutive year the island 
has been crowned as the 
best offering for second 
citizenship. However, 
this is the first time St 

Kitts and Nevis has also 
landed the top spot.

Both countries received 
perfect scores for their 
lack of mandatory travel 
or residence require-
ments for applicants, 
along with their simple 
processes, due diligence 
procedures, and family-
friendly structures. In 
addition, Dominica 
scored perfectly in the 
Minimum Investment 
Outlay and Certainty of 
Product pillars whilst 
St Kitts and Nevis, for a 
second consecutive year, 
was the only country to 
receive top marks in the 
Citizenship Timeline 
pillar. This is due to the 
country’s Accelerated 
Application Process 
that bestows citizen-
ship on successful ap-
plicants within 60 days. 
Although, in some cases, 
the AAP can take as little 
as 45 days.

The Caribbean, once 
again, took the top five 
spots in the 2021 report, 
with Grenada, St Lucia, 
and Antigua and Barbuda 
following Dominica 
and St Kitts and Nevis. 
With decades of experi-
ence within the industry 
shared between the five 
nations, the region’s CBI 
programmes evolved 
quickly to meet changing 
investor priorities during 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. These changes include 
a limited-time reduction 
on investment thresholds, 

as shown in St Lucia and 
St Kitts and Nevis, and 
expanding family inclu-
siveness by allowing ad-
ditional dependants to be 
included in applications.

Overall, the CBI indus-
try has witnessed sev-
eral changes over the last 
year, with new countries 
like Egypt entering the 
mix, while Cyprus abol-
ished its long-standing 
programme. Demand for 
CBI programmes in 2021 
saw increased interest as 
more investors outside of 
traditional markets began 
to pursue legitimate solu-
tions to the restrictions 
caused by the pandemic.

Yuri Bender, PWM’s 
Editor in Chief, com-
mented: “Both private 
banks and law firms re-
port increased interest 
among clients seeking 
new citizenships and 
passports since the advent 
of the pandemic. Wealthy 
investors, say commenta-
tors, only began to appre-
ciate mobility once it was 
abruptly withdrawn due 
to COVID.”

The industry adapted to 
meet the needs of this 
growing demographic: 
“Trends have included 
family inclusiveness, sus-
tained emphasis on due 
diligence, and growing 
oversight of real estate 
projects available for in-
vestment under certain 
CBI programmes,” the 
report noted.

CBI Index Ranks Dominica 
and St Kitts & Nevis With 

Best CBI Programs
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