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Nevis Secures Top 
Spot in SKNYPA’s Inter-

Association Debate

Patr ice Nisbett II Named Best Speaker

Mr. Patrice Nisbett II from 
Nevis has been named 
Best Speaker of the Inter-
Association Debate organ-
ised by the St. Kitts National 
Youth Parliament Association 
(SKNYPA) as part of its 20th 
Anniversary celebrations.

Mr. Nisbett’s two-member 
team, the Nevis Delegation, 
which also consisted of Ms. 
Zahra Trotman, emerged win-
ners with 560 points following 
a robust debate on the moot: 
“This House believes that the 
mandatory vaccination of all 
citizens without severe under-
lying health issues is the most 
effective way to reach herd im-
munity during this COVID-19 
pandemic.”

The SKNYPA delegation, 
headed by Mr. Darin Connor 
as Leader of the Opposition, 
secured the second place spot 
overall with 471 points and 
saw its member, Ms. Maleah 
Erskine, among the top three 
speakers in third place. 

Held on Wednesday, September 
22 at the Poinciana Conference 
Room of the Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College (CFBC), Mr. 
Nisbett, who acted as Prime 
Minister on the upper govern-
ment side of the house, opened 
the debate in full support of 
the moot and stressed that 
mandatory vaccination is the 
best way out of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

According to Prime Minister 
Nisbett, “we have decades of 
scientific history which dem-
onstrates the effectiveness of 
mandatory vaccination in erad-
icating numerous diseases,” he 
said, adding that “all of us were 
subject to mandatory vaccina-
tion for measles, mumps and 
several other diseases because 
otherwise we could not enter 
school without it so there is no 
need to act as if vaccination is 
the Boogie Man”.

In his presentation, Mr. 
Nisbett made the point that if 

mandatory vaccinations helped 
us to eradicate diseases such as 
Smallpox, Polio and Measles, 
it will also do the same for the 
coronavirus.

Ms. Trotman, who acted as 
Deputy Prime Minister, further 
reinforced Mr. Nisbett’s posi-
tion on mandatory vaccination 
when she referenced chapter II 
section 5, subsection 1 (h) of the 
Constitution of St. Christopher 
and Nevis which states that “A 
person shall not be deprived of 
his or her personal liberty save 
as may be authorised by law in 
any of the following cases, that 
is to say, for the purpose of pre-
venting the spread of an infec-
tious or contagious disease”.

She said “the fundamental 
rights of our citizens are not 
being infringed upon. My gov-
ernment’s position is protected 
by the most supreme law of 
the federation. The mandatory 
vaccination is also protected 

by the Public Health Act of St. 
Christopher and Nevis.” 

Placing third overall with 
421 points was the CFBC 
Excellence Toastmasters Club 
– Lower Government – repre-
sented by Mr. Jalen Monzac 
and Mr. Tarique Hercules. 

Also participating in the debate 
were Ms. Dariela Warner and 
Ms. Kadeisjah Egen for the 
CFBC Literary and Debating 
Society- Lower Opposition. 

The debate was adjudicated by 
a panel of judges which consist-
ed of Mrs. Colinicia Levine, an 
English teacher, and Attorneys-
at-Law Mr. Azard Gumbs and 
Ms. Lanein Blanchette.

Celebrations for the 20th anni-
versary of the St. Kitts National 
Youth Parliament Association 
will culminate on Sunday, 
September 26, 2021, with an 
Annual General Meeting.
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CPL was 
wor th i t , 

says Spor ts 
Minister

By Loshaun Dixon

The hosting of the 2021 
Hero Caribbean Premier 
League (CPL) was 
worth the funds paid to 
have the entire tourna-
ment played in St. Kitts, 
Minister of Sports Jonel 
Powell has indicated.

Directly addressing the 
cost, Powell asserted that 
it was wholly justified.

“Absolutely. I heard all 
kinds of ridiculous fig-
ures being mentioned of 
what we paid to get CPL 
here. While I am not 
at liberty to reveal the 
numbers - because we 
signed a non-disclosure 
agreement - I can con-
fidently say we made 
back our money in the 
first two weeks of the 
tournament.”

He said St Kitts and 
Nevis is better off, as a 
result of having hosted 
the entire CPL here.

“You had some 500 per-
sons being employed 
in the first two weeks, 
who would have directly 
been compensated in ex-
cess of $2M EC by CPL. 
That has nothing to do 
with hotel fares, nothing 
to do with the cost CPL 
would have incurred 
coming onto the latter 
stages of the tournament.

He said the benefits of 
hosting the tournament 
outweigh the cost

“I have no doubt that 
they have. We have been 
able to jump-start the 
economy, I believe it 
has tested our ability to 
manage our protocols 
and the COVID-19 situ-
ation, and there are so 
many factors that we 
will look at, as we try 
to achieve successes for 

this country.”

Powell also highlighted 
other positives related to 
the tournament.

 “Added to the fantastic 
hosting, it was an amaz-
ing tournament because 
the Patriots won.

“We had a lot of doubt-
ers; a lot of people said 
it could not happen, but 
we did it. The pitch held 
up right down to the 
end. It is emotional, it is 
everything.”

Powell hailed the work 
of the groundsmen 
throughout the entire 
tournament.

“I cannot talk about the 
success of this tourna-
ment without talking 
about the groundsmen, 
for the job they have 
done to make the tourna-
ment successful.”

He also hailed the fans 
who showed up for 
games.

Powell said the hosting 
of the games and St. Kitts 
and Nevis Patriots’ suc-
cess was significant just 
before Independence.

“I feel patriotic. How 
better do you celebrate 
Independence than St 
Kitts and Nevis Patriots 
winning its first CPL 
T20 right here on home 
field. 

“We can’t compliment 
the staff anymore.  The 
compliments came 
in from everybody. 
Everybody did what 
they had to do, it was a 
relatively incident-free 
tournament, and the suc-
cess comes down to ev-
eryone doing their role. 
The tournament coming 
down to the final ball 
shows it was fantastic.” 

Sports Minister Jonel Powell and a constituent at CPL
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SKN in the mix 
to host another 

World Cup
By Loshaun Dixon

After being part of 
the successful stag-
ing of the 2007 ICC 
Cricket World Cup 
and the 2010 ICC T20 
World Cup, St. Kitts 
and Nevis is in play to 
host the 2022 ICC U19 
World Cup in January.

According to the ICC, 
the 14th edition of the 
event, which takes 
place in the West Indies 
in early 2022, will 
involve Afghanistan, 
Australia, Bangladesh, 
England, India, New 
Zealand, Pakistan, 
South Africa, Sri 
Lanka, West Indies and 
Zimbabwe, plus five 
other teams who qual-
ify for the competition.

In March 2021, Cricket 
West Indies confirmed 
that the format would 
be the same as previous 
editions, with teams 
competing to prog-
ress to the Plate and 
Super League phases 
of the tournament. 
Bangladesh are the de-
fending champions.

It will be the first time 
the tournament will be 

held in the Caribbean.

Minister of Sports 
Jonel Powell con-
firmed to the media 
that they are expecting 
to submit a bid to host 
the tournament.

“We would have had a 
delegation in from the 
ICC last week Friday 
and Saturday doing 
inspections towards a 
bid we have submitted 
to host the U19 World 
Cup in January.”

Powell noted that they 
were confident that 
the facilities are in 
place for a bid to be 
successful.

“We hope to hear back 
from them shortly. We 
are very confident that 
we would have pre-
pared our venues effi-
ciently to be allocated 
those matches, and 
look forward to fur-
ther develop St. Kitts 
and Nevis as a sports 
tourism destination, 
and develop our young 
players.”

Earlier this year, 
Cricket West Indies 
said they were un-
dertaking a thorough 

regional bidding pro-
cess for Caribbean 
countries wanting to 
host the ICC Under 19 
Men’s Cricket World 
Cup.

“Countries have been 
required to demon-
strate their ability to 
stage the matches by 
providing adequate 
match and training fa-
cilities, undergo a ven-
ue inspection, provide 
immigration, customs, 
medical and security 
support, as well as 
other operational and 
logistical requirements 
including accommoda-
tion for the members 
of the teams, match offi-
cials and broadcast crew.

“Those selected will 
have the opportunity to 
promote their country to 
over 75 million people 
who will be watching 
from all over the world. 
This tournament will 
also inject an estimated 
US$10 million into the 
economy of each host 
nation.”

St Kitts and Nevis re-
cently hosted all 33 
games of the Caribbean 
Premier League at 
Warner Park.

Warner Park (File Photo)

You have the 

power to reverse 

this trend
“You just celebrated your 56th birthday on August 31, and the next day, we all 
contracted COVID and it’s been a rollercoaster ever since. 

I’m literally heartbroken that you will not be here to see the boys graduate 
from high school, college, and you won’t see them play in the NFL, which 
was your DREAM! 

I’m angry, sad, numb, and just hurting that you made the choice to remain un-
vaccinated, and when you finally relented after me bugging you for months, 
it was too late.”

Those are the words of a California woman after the loss of her husband, who 
died of COVID.

Do not allow this to happen to you, get vaccinated.

Up to today there have been 10 Covid-19 deaths in St. Kitts and Nevis. 

With an average of 35 known infections per day, this will total an estimated 
6650 infections by the end of March. 

And, if the trend continues, we can expect up to 40 COVID-19-related deaths 
by the end of March.

These  infections are largely avoidable. Get fully vaccinated, practice the es-
tablished health protocols.

You have the power to reverse this trend by getting vaccinated. Encourage 
friends and family to get fully vaccinated. The life that you save might be 
your own or that of your loved ones.
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Counsel l ing
Depar tment in St . 

Ki tts goes through a 
rebranding process 

to broaden i ts 
scope of practice

Basseterre, St. Kitts, 
September 22, 2021 
(SKNIS): Officials 
within the Counselling 
Department in St. 
Kitts revealed that 
the institution will be 
undergoing a rebrand-
ing process in order 
to broaden the scope 
of practice and bet-
ter serve the general 
public.

“There is a broad scope 
change to what we do 
and so even though 
people see the National 
Counselling Centre in a 
very limited way we are 
rebranding so people 
can see the work that we 
actually do and looking 
at ways that we can de-
liver our services so that 
our resources are being 
properly utilized,” said 
the Deputy Director 
within the Counselling 
Department, Naeemah 
Hazelle during the 
September 22 edition of 
Working for You.

The Deputy Director 
said that it was im-
portant to consider 
rebranding and broad-
ening the scope to also 
improve the working 
relationships between 
all stakeholders.  

“We want both our cli-
ents and us as practitio-
ners to find ways that 
we can work towards 
mutually beneficial re-
lationships and improve 
the service with the 
resources that we have 
and the needs that we 
are seeing in the com-
munity which are ever-
growing every day. So, 
as we look towards 

our future, we see our-
selves, and the Cabinet 
obviously, saw us the 
same way and expand-
ed our scope to see us as 
a National Counselling 
Centre so that we could 
look closely at how we 
are accessing our values 
of service and how that 
will be defined in the 
future.”

Ms. Hazelle said that the 
aim is to raise aware-
ness of the public to the 
services of the counsel-
ling unit.

“The way that we are 
broadening our scope 
we are hoping to do that 
so that people can get a 
better understanding of 
the services that we pro-
vide if they need those 
services and when they 
need those services, 
how to access them ei-
ther through our agency 
or different referral 

agencies,” Ms. Hazelle 
added.

Some of the services in-
clude but are not limited 
to clinical counselling 
intervention; Employer 
Assistance Programme 
(EAP); clinical assess-
ments; crisis manage-
ment and response; 
limited online and virtu-
al counselling; psycho-
educational sessions, as 
well as family matters 
services.

Michele de la Coudray-
Blake, Director of 
the Counselling 
Department said, “some 
new things are happen-
ing with the Counselling 
Department as we re-
spond to the needs of 
the population.” She 
noted that with the 
range of services of-
fered, it was extremely 
important for the de-
partment to rebrand.
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ICCS is latest school  to go onl ine
By Loshaun Dixon

Another school has been 
forced to have classes 
remotely, after some 
students were forced 
to undergo COVID-19 
testing, having been ex-
posed to someone with 
the virus

The Immaculate 
Conception Catholic 
School (ICCS) said its 
Board decided to “make 
all learning virtual in 
light of recent COVID-
19-related issues which 
have impacted our 
institution”.

The decision was made 
effective Monday, 20th 
September.

“This gives ICCS’ 
administration an op-
portunity to sanitize all 
of our learning spaces 
and review our health 
and safety protocols for 
face-to-face instruction. 
During this period of 
remote learning, all stu-
dents am expected to log 
onto the portal at www.
skillsacademytech.

“Teachers will engage 
your students utilizing 
a hybrid approach that 
incorporates some live 
sessions along with the 
posting of activities in 
their respective class/
group.

If you have not regis-
tered your child/ward 
on the platform as yet, 
then kindly do so imme-
diately. Technicians are 
available to assist you 
with the process and 
can be reached at 661-
7417,” the school said 

in a statement.

They also indicated that 
if your child/ward is 
in either Grade 2 (Mrs 
Buchanan) or Grade 
7 or Grade 10 and has 
been tested, then the 
Ministry of Health will 
contact the parent, with 
the results of testing. 

“The parents who opted 
to have their child/
ward tested privately 
must provide his/her 
child’s/ward’s results 
to Mr. Josef Markman 
at Josef.markmanzov.
kn . Students from the 
classes listed above 
who failed to get tested 
will not be permitted to 
access the school facil-
ity until the Ministry 
of Health gives them 
clearance to do so.”

The school also indicat-
ed that its main priority 
remains the safety and 
well-being of staff and 
students.

“Consequently, par-
ents/guardians must 
monitor their child’s/
ward’s health closely 
for COVID-19 symp-
toms. Children with 
COVID-19 generally 
have mild, cold-like 
symptoms, such as fe-
ver, runny nose, cough 
but they can also experi-
ence vomiting and diar-
rhoea. Students who are 
exhibiting any of these 
symptoms will be sent 
home and cannot return 
unless clearance is given 
by a physician. Parents 
are strongly encouraged 
to immediately contact 
your nearest health cen-
tre or physician if your 
child/ward is currently 

displaying any of these 
symptoms.

This comes days after 
Minister of Education 
Jonel Powel announced 
guidelines for parents, 
staff, and all school 
stakeholders.

“The Ministry of 
Education has worked 
collaboratively with the 
Ministry of Health to, 
first and foremost, up-
hold the safety of all, 
and mitigate the fur-
ther spread of the virus. 
Consequently, on receipt 
of reports of individuals 
who one are exhibiting 
flu-like symptoms; two, 
have had contact with 

someone in quarantine, 
or three, have had con-
tact with a person posi-
tive for COVID-19, the 
established emergency 
monitoring and response 
system for schools is 
used to guide decision 
making.”

The guidelines feature 
a three-tier system that 
helps to keep schools 
safe.

The tiers are:

LEVEL 0: School is 
open for onsite instruc-
tion, and all students can 
attend school. 

LEVEL 1: School is open 

for onsite instruction, 
but on a shift, system to 
accommodate physical 
distancing with a large 
school population. Thus, 
students attend school at 
designated times. 

LEVEL 2: School is 
open, but testing and 
contact tracing are or-
dered by the Ministry of 
Health. A Level 2 desig-
nation is assigned when: 
A student or staff mem-
ber has flu-like symp-
toms or has been exposed 
to a positive COVID-19 
case; A student or staff 
member whose imme-
diate family, or a rela-
tive who they have had 
significant close contact 

with, is in quarantine; A 
student or staff member 
has tested positive for 
COVID-19.

LEVEL 3: School is 
closed by the Ministry 
of Education, under 
the guidance of the 
National COVID-19 
Task Force.”

In an interview with 
the Observer last week, 
Minister Powell had 
indicated that some ir-
responsible parents 
had been sending their 
children to school, even 
though they had been 
exposed to COVID-19.

ICCS’ campus
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‘King Hol lywood’ 
leaves wi th 

Cul turama History 
By Monique Washington 

Andrew “Hollywood” 
Nisbet made Nevis 
Culturama history last 
Saturday (September 
18), by retaining the 
Calypso crown for two 
consecutive years - the 
first time in the 47-year 
history of the festival. 
His historic win also 
marked the retirement 
of the Calypsonian.

The reigning ‘King 
Hollywood’ went up 
against Dis N Dat , King 
Kirwin, King Astro, 
Sookie, Bahowlah The 
Meek, Murray and 
Lady Destiny, in a vir-
tual Culturama Senior 
Calypso competition. 
At the end of the night, 
Nisbet remained King, 
Dis N Dat was first run-
ner-up and King Astro, 
second runner-up.

Culturama is normally 
held the last week in 
July to early August 
annually, however 
this year’s plans were 
shifted due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.

Speaking with The 
Observer, Nisbet said 
that he wanted to re-
tire from the calypso 
world as a king. 

“Before the competi-
tion, my intentions was 
to bow out…leaving as 
a king. I mean I didn’t 
want to leave the arena 
being a second-runner 
up. 

The competition was 
of a high standard. I 
went into the compe-
tition not as king, I 
went in there like ev-
erybody else going for 
the crown. I wanted to 
create history. I didn’t 
want to go out as a los-
er, I wanted to go out 
as a winner,” he said.

Nisbet began singing 

calypso at the Junior 
level, and was crowned 
Culturama Junior 
Calypso King in 1995, 
1996 and 1997, when 
he exited the Junior 
arena undefeated. He 
entered the senior 
arena shortly after and 
captured four Senior 
Calypso crowns.

Nisbet said that this 
was his third attempt 
at trying to make his-
tory, as he always had 
been dethroned.

“It’s a good feeling be-
ing in the history books 
of Nevis. I am not the 
best Calypsonian, and 
I have learned from 
all Calypsonians. They 
each have taught me 
something,” he said.

He noted that after 
years of competing on 
the big stage in front 
of thousands of fans, 
the virtual competition 
was quite different.

“It was different. A 
smaller stage, fewer 
props. It was difficult, 
because we were re-
stricted. There wasn’t 
a physical audience. 
Your fans were not 
there to pump you up. 
The advantage of the 
competition however, 
because it was live, 
they had thousands of 
persons viewing,” he 
said.

Nisbet expressed his 
gratitude to the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) and the 
Culturama Committee 
for hosting the event 
despite the setbacks 
due to COVID-19.

“I must record my ap-
preciation to the NIA 
and the Culturama 
Committee for host-
ing the show during 
the pandemic. Last 
year there was no 
Culturama, but this 
year they pulled it off, 

so kudos to them.” 

Nisbet said that not 
only will he be retiring 
from calypso, but also 
from Soca. He said 
that his son, Akedo 
Nisbet, will be taking 
over from him, and he 
will be guided by his 
manager of almost 30 
years, Roger Fyfield. 

“Roger has been with 
me from the begin-
ning, so I think he will 
be with Akedo. I will 
still be helping Akedo 
if he needs it. So I will 
be behind the scene.”

Nisbet revealed that 
besides being the first 
to win back-to-back 
competitions, he had 
three other goals dur-
ing his calypso career 
- to become National 
Senior Calypso King, 
to become the first 
Nevisian Leeward 
Islands Calypso King, 
and to sing in a com-
petition with his song.

“I want to come back 
for the 50th anniver-
sary and compete with 
my son and that’s it.“

Nisbet said that one 
of his plans for the 
near future is to have a 
“Hollywood concert”

“I want to host a 
concert and perform 
songs that many of 
my fans and support-
ers have never heard. 
I want to bring other 
Calypsonians from the 
region to perform that 
night, as well as local 
Calypsonians. I just 
need some real good 
sponsors to do that.” 

“I want to thank my 
supporters that stood 
behind me all these 
years, and for help-
ing me to reach this 
milestone. Words can’t 
express my gratitude,” 
he said.

Andrew “Hollywood” Nisbet makes history  (Photo courtesy of Nevis Culturama) 
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Hon. Mark 
Brantley

Engages In 
High Level  
Diplomatic
Meetings
During Un 
General

Assembly
Premier Hon. Mark 
Brantley, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of St. 
Kitts and Nevis has 
been engaged in a 
number of high level 
diplomatic meetings 
against the backdrop 
of the 76th session 
of the United Nations 
General Assembly 
(UNGA), currently 
underway in New 
York, United States.

Mr. Brantley led an 
in-person delegation 
to the international 
assembly comprising 
His Excellency Ian 
Liburd- Permanent 
Representative of St. 
Kitts and Nevis to 
the United Nations; 
Ms. Ghislaine 
Williams- Minister 
Counsellor, and Ms. 
Asha DeSuza- First 
Secretary.

“This year’s General 
Assembly is criti-
cal for the world, but 
specifically for our 
region as we battle 
with COVID-19 and 
the ongoing threat 
and of course existen-
tial threats to our sur-
vival, such as climate 
change.

“As part of what I’m 
doing here I have a 
number of bilateral 

engagements, en-
gaging with Egypt, 
Azerbaijan, entering 
into various arrange-
ments. We have had an 
engagement with the 
United States through 
Deputy Secretary of 
State, Wendy Ruth 
Sherman, with all of 
CARICOM and we 
will continue to en-
gage,” he said.

As a result of these 
diplomatic en-
gagements, Hon. 
Brantley and His 
Excellency Sameh 
Shoukry, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Egypt, signed a Joint 
Communique on 
Tuesday, September 
21, establishing for-
mal diplomatic re-
lations between St. 
Kitts and Nevis and 
the Arab Republic of 
Egypt.

Mr. Brantley also 
informed of several 
other bilateral meet-
ings planned through-
out the course of 
this week between 
CARICOM Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs and 
various members of 
the United Nations.

“The UN General 
Assembly is al-
ways a busy time for 

diplomacy and we 
continue to ensure 
that St. Kitts and 
Nevis is known, is 
well-respected, and 
continues to be a re-
sponsible member of 
the international com-
munity,” he said.

The UNGA 76 General 
Debate continues this 
week with diplomats 
from all 193 mem-
ber states delivering 
in-person or virtual 
addresses in front of 
the Chamber. Hon. 
Dr. Timothy Harris, 
Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis is 
scheduled to make a 
virtual statement on 
Saturday, September 
25, 2021 during the 
morning session.

The 76th session of 
the United Nations 
General Assembly is 
being held under the 
theme “Building re-
silience through hope 
– to recover from 
COVID-19, rebuild 
sustainability, re-
spond to the needs of 
the planet, respect the 
rights of people, and 
revitalize the United 
Nations”.

Caption: Premier 
Hon. Mark Brantley, 

Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of St. Kitts 
and Nevis and His 
Excellency Sameh 
Shoukry, Minister 

of Foreign Affairs of 
Egypt, sign a Joint 
Communique on 
September 21, 2021 
establishing formal 

diplomatic relations 
between St. Kitts and 
Nevis and the Arab 
Republic of Egypt
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Hero CPL Team Of The Tournament
The 2021 Hero Caribbean Premier League (CPL) team 
of the tournament has been announced. The team was 
selected by the Hero CPL commentary team – Ian 
Bishop, Danny Morrison, Daren Ganga, Simon Doull 
and Samuel Badree. 

The team features nine Caribbean players and two 
overseas stars and selection rewards consistent perfor-
mances across the 2021 tournament. The team heavily 
features young players from across the Caribbean who 
have been extremely impressive in this year’s Hero 
CPL. 

The team includes Ravi Rampaul who is the leading 
wicket taker for this season, and the World Cup bound 
Evin Lewis who has been excellent throughout. The 
two overseas players who make the team are Faf du 
Plessis and Tim David, both from the Saint Lucia 
Kings. The performances of Rampaul and Roston 

Chase in the tournament has seen them gain selection 
for the West Indies squad for the ICC T20 World Cup. 

Ian Bishop, former West Indies international and Hero 
CPL commentator said: “The commentary panel, in 
selecting the team of the tournament would like to 
commend the teams and players for making the job 
a very challenging one. A few players stood head and 
shoulders above the crowd due to their high level of ex-
cellence, and their performance simply made their case 
impossible to ignore. With the remaining selections 
there was vigorous debate and sometimes splitting 
hairs due to the high levels of performance and compe-
tition for similar roles from experienced, mid-level and 
young players.  

“The abundance of talent, enthusiasm and passion 
shown by so many players in 2021 was laudable and 
once again made the tournament extremely competitive 

and compelling viewing. We accept and welcome the 
view that fans will have varying opinions and debates 
on their favorite commend all the players for their dis-
tinguished eff orts throughout the tournament.” 

Hero CPL 2021 Team of the Tournament 

1. Evin Lewis (St Kitts & Nevis Patriots)

2. Faf du Plessis (Saint Lucia Kings) 

3. Nicholas Pooran (Guyana Amazon Warriors)

4. Roston Chase (Saint Lucia Kings)

5. Kieron Pollard (Trinbago Knight Riders)

6. Tim David (Saint Lucia Kings)

7. Sunil Narine (Trinbago Knight Riders)

8. Romario Shepherd (Guyana Amazon Warriors)

9. Odean Smith (Guyana Amazon Warriors)

10. Akeal Hosein (Trinbago Knight Riders)

11. Ravi Rampaul (Trinbago Knight Riders) 
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Vacancy
Needs  One Cleaner

Contact: 660-5010

Vacancy 

Shanghai Xpress “ is 
looking for  1 head 
chef and 2 Junior 

Chef with a minimum 
of 2 year experience 

in Asian cuisine. 
Send your resumes 

to:  Shanghaixpress@
yahoo.com”

Property for Sale

House on .5 acres
in Fern Hill Estates

Upper Jessups
Asking Price:  $745,000

Contact:
nevishouses@gmail.com

869.663.8910

Vacancy
GENNETTEA  HOUSE  OF HEALING

Needs  a Sales Clerk & Chef

Contact: 765 - 9771

Sandy Point, St kitts

Vacancy
PLATINUM WORK

Needs  a  Manager

Contact: 660-3740
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Foreign
Affai rs

Minister
Brantley

Par ticipates 
In Foss 

Minister ial
On Wednesday, 
September 22, 2021, 
Honourable Mark 
Brantley, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and 
Aviation for St. Kitts 
and Nevis, partici-
pated in a Ministerial 
lunch with other 
Ministers of the 
Forum of Small 

States (FOSS).

In 1992, the FOSS 
was established by 
Singapore as an 
informal and non-
ideological group-
ing of small states, 
within the context of 
the United Nations. 
It now comprises of 

108 countries across 
all geographical re-
gions of the world 
and at all levels of 
development. Of the 
several meetings 
that are convened 
throughout the year, 

extra importance is 
attached to gather-
ings in the margins 
of the UN General 
Assembly.

Also participat-
ing in Wednesday’s 

lunch were Foreign 
Ministers of Hungary, 
Lithuania, Norway, 
Namibia, Panama 
and Singapore and 
other senior officials.

Pursuing multilateral 

cooperation and ad-
vancing the interests 
of small states were 
among the list of is-
sues discussed on the 
agenda.
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CMYK

A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO

CREATION

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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CMYK
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First female Soca winner insists 
“you should never give up”

By Monique Washington 

The fi rst female has 
been crowned in the 
Nevis Culturama 
Groovy Soca compe-
tition, and the mon-
arch, Ladonna “Soca 
Empress “ Pemberton, 
has proven that once 

you try and try again 
at your dream you will 
ultimately succeed. 

On Friday September 
17, the Culturama 
Groovy and Power 
Soca competitions 
were held virtually, 
and Empress came 
up against, the reign-
ing King X-Man, 

Irveeka, Pakiss, Delly 
Ranks, Jeezy Sparta 
and Adowah. For the 
Power segment, it was 
X-man, Hollywood, 
Bad Man Polo, Ras 
Browne, Eazi , and 
Jeezy Sparta.

Power competitors 
went up against reign-

ing monarch, Speedy.

At the end of the Power 
Soca competition, Eazi 
was crowned the new 
Monarch while Soca 
Empress created his-
tory as the first female 
Groovy Soca Winner.

Speaking with The 
Observer, Pemberton 

noted that it was a 
“great feeling” to 
have made Culturama 
history.

“This is something I 
always wanted. I re-
ally wanted a female 
to win the competition. 
I am really happy that 
the female is me,” she 

said.

Pemberton, who is a 
part of the Smooth 
Vybes Band, began 
entering soca competi-
tions in 2013 and had 
not placed in the com-
petition .

“I first entered the 
National Carnival 

Soca competition, but 
I didn’t place. I en-
tered in Nevis in 2016 
and didn’t place. I felt 
so bad that I didn’t 
make it to the finals in 
that competition, that 
I decided that I would 
not sing the following 
year,” she said.

Pemberton said that 
she received encour-
agement from her pro-
ducer, Ricky Brandy.

“He told me and en-
couraged me to keep on 
trying. He kept sending 
me beats. 2017  I didn’t 
enter, but I attended 
the show, and I must 
say that I missed the 
stage. So I decided to 
enter in 2018. I didn’t 
place. 2019 I also 
didn’t place. For this 
year I had a lot of sup-
port and they boosted 

my confidence. I had 
a team that made the 
work very light.” 

She said that she en-
joyed the virtual com-
petition, as it placed all 
performers at the same 
level.

“There wasn’t a crowd, 
and crowd response 
carries points. So the 
artiste with the bigger 
fan base didn’t have 
that. So everyone was 
on the same level. It 
showed everyone’s tal-
ent without the crowd.” 

Asked about the differ-
ence between Ladonna 
Pemberton and ‘Soca 
Empress’, she said 
Pemberton is ‘shy, 
quiet and humble’ 
while she hasn’t fully 
grasped who Soca 
Empress is. “You can 

say she goes out and 
performs and becomes 
one with the music.”

Pemberton said that 
once there is a soca 
competition for 
National Carnival, she 
will be there.

“Yes, I will be enter-
ing the National Soca, 
and I will be enter-
ing in both Power and 
Groovy segments - 
once the competition is 
held.”

Pemberton said that 
winning the crown 
has been a learning 
experience.

“Even though I won, 
it has taught me that I 
can be better and stron-
ger, every time.”

Groovy Soca Monarch, Ladonna “Soca Empress “ Pemberton
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PM cal ls for uni ty 
to beat COVID

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr 
Timothy Harris dur-
ing his independence 
address on Sunday 
implored for unity, 
if the federation is to 
be successful against 
COVID-19.

“Together, we must do 
all we can. Together, we 
must choose life. And 
we choose life by wear-
ing masks, by washing 
our hands as often as 
possible, or by using a 
hand sanitiser, by adher-
ing to physical distanc-
ing, by staying at home 
if feeling unwell, and 
by choosing to be vac-
cinated. What weighs 
in the balance of our 
choices is significant – 
because we are a small 
island developing state 
with limited resources 
and support.”

“Over the last eighteen 
months, we, like the 
rest of the world, have 
had some challenges. 
We have been fighting 
this dreaded COVID-19 
pandemic, and we have 
been coping relatively 
well.

Dr Harris said all 
consenting adults 
must make deliberate 

decisions on what is 
best for themselves, 
their families, and their 
country. 

“Independence gives us 
the right of self-deter-
mination, the right to 
choose. But these rights 
come with immense 
responsibilities — not 
limited to self, but ex-
tending to family, to the 
community, to country, 
and our God. Every 
individual is part of 
something much larger, 
and we must focus on 
who we are together as 
a unit. We are our broth-
ers’ and sisters’ keep-
ers. As fellow citizens 
and residents, we are 
partners in this democ-
racy—partners in this 
journey of sovereignty.”

Dr Harris said when one 
considers the world’s 
landscape, political 
stability, economic ad-
vancement, standards 
of living, and quality 
of life, as well as em-
ployment and invest-
ment opportunities, St. 
Kitts and Nevis remains 
among the best places 
to live, and still proudly 
stands as the best run, 
best managed small is-
land state in the world. 

“Thanks be to God. 
The Lord has blessed 
our people with 

extraordinary talents, 
and He has blessed this 
nation with extraordi-
nary gifts which include 
our people.”

He said the government 
will seek to implement 
the best policies, pro-
tocols and resources in 
the hope of the best out-
comes for the people of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

“We have been fortu-
nate enough to have had 
the benefit of foresight 
and diplomacy to make 
available two options of 
vaccines to our people. 
However, it is ulti-
mately our resolve and 
actions that will have 
the greatest effect on 
curbing and containing 
the spread of the virus 
within our borders.”

“Despite being small, 
the Federation has 
achieved a lot. As a 
small nation of special 
people, moulded by our 
heritage, our struggles, 
our shared sacrifices, 
and our successes over 
generations, we have 
accomplished a great 
deal. We have so much 
more to accomplish, but 
such can only be done 
through God’s help, as 
well as through adapta-
tion, diversification and 
recreation.”

Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris
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Night Market draws huge crowd

By Loshaun Dixon

There was a huge turn-
out on Wednesday eve-
ning at the Basseterre 
Public Market, as the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
hosted another success-
ful Night Market.

The event featured doz-
ens of vendors, farm-
ers, fishers and others 
offering their goods to 
people in an exciting 
atmosphere. Hundreds 
were present to patron-
ize the agricultural and 
bi-products that were on 
sale.

In an interview with The 
Observer, Permanent 
Secretary of the Ministry 

of Agriculture, Ron 
Collins, explained that 
the event also formed 
part of the Independence 
celebrations.

“This event was in-
troduced last year 
in December. That 
was styled the Agri 
Christmas Night 
Market. At the end of the 
year, we saw the need 
for it, and decided to do 
it quarterly. This one is 
called the Independence 
Night Market, and in 
December, we will have 
the final one for this 
year.”

He said they had 
much larger plans for 
the event, but due to 
COVID restrictions it 

was confined.

“We are able to use the 
public market, but it 
is a much bigger idea 
that we are looking to 
implement.”

Collins explained what 
was the purpose of the 
night market.

“It provides a good forum 
to have that interaction, 
through sales, between 
the vendors, farmers, 
fishers and the general 
public. It has been good 
so far for those who have 
been participating.”

Addressing the gather-
ing, Collins said he was 
pleased with what he was 
witnessing, and noted 

that it had been similar 
to the others they held 
previously 

“For the other two quar-
ters, we saw a similar 
attendance and interest, 
and we are seeking to 
make it bigger. We have 
seen an increase in inter-
est by our vendors, and 
by our farmers and fish-
ers. It flows right into the 
objective of our work 
programme for this year, 
which is to enhance pro-
duction and to provide 
a ready market for local 
produce for persons to 
eat.

He said the effectiveness 
of the event was success-
ful, in terms of the par-
ticipation of the vendors 

and the public.

“We should have started 
at five, but some of the 
vendors started to receive 
sales from even before 
five o clock and were do-
ing well, and we saw that 
continued flow of per-
sons throughout the en-
tire night. It is something 
we want to promote.”

Collins indicated that 
they have bigger plans to 
grow the sector.

“There is a big move for 
the enhancement of the 
sector, and this is just a 
part of it. We were only 
able to commit to it on 
a quarterly basis, but 
we have been encour-
aged by persons to do it 

monthly… we are not 
sure yet if we are able to 
do that.

“We are working on up-
grading the market, and 
also the implementation 
of a community market.”

He said next month 
they will be hoping to 
do a night market in the 
Borrueaux area as an 
offspring of this event to 
springboard in the future.

“The reality is the ven-
dors have been off the 
road, and that has not 
been an easy process 
for them. But we have 
been managing them as 
best as we can, to ac-
commodate them at the 
market.”

The Ministry of Agriculture hosted another successful Night Market
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Dozens turn out for 
NRS fundraiser

By Monique Washington  

At least seventy walkers turned 
out last Saturday (September 
18) for a long-awaited Nevis 
Renal Society (NRS) fundrais-
ing walk-a-thon, and society 
members were pleasantly sur-
prised with the numbers, given 
the existing circumstances due 
to COVID-19 restrictions.  

The walk began at 5:30 from the 
FIT field at Bath Plains to the 
Delta Gas Station, along Pump 
Road to the bypass road, and 
back to the FIT field. 

Speaking with The Observer on 
Wednesday, Public Relations 
Officer for the NRS,  Florence 
Williams, noted that the 
event could be deemed “very 
successful”. 

“The walk-a-thon was very suc-
cessful. It was handsomely at-
tended. We weren’t expecting 
that kind of support because of 
COVID. There were about 70 

persons who attended.” 

Williams said that each walker 
purchased a tote bag and water 
bottle from the NRS at a cost of 
$25. 

She also noted that persons 
who wish to, can still purchase 
a tote bag and bottle from any 
NRS member, or Dr Glenville 
Liburd’s office at Ramsbury. 

Williams disclosed that the so-
ciety received donations from 
several small businesses in 
Nevis, with a cash sponsorship 
from gynaecologist Dr William 
Stones at Eureka Heath Services. 

When questioned about other 
fundraising activities slated for 
later this year, Williams said that 
because of COVID-19, their an-
nual Gala has been cancelled. 

The NRS hosted its week of 
activities from March 11-19, 
in observance of World Kidney 
Day (March 11). Activities 
included panel discussions, a 

church service and a tea party. 

The NRS assists persons suffer-
ing with renal disease and renal 
failure. Treatment alone can cost 
patients over EC$200,000 per 
year. At this point, there is no di-
alysis unit on the island. Patients 
are required to travel to St Kitts 
or neighbouring islands every 
week for treatment. The NRS is 
hopeful that shortly Nevis will 
have its own dialysis unit. 

Williams revealed that during 
the pandemic the society lost 
several renal patients. 

She emphasized that the NRS 
assists everyone who needs help 
with renal issues. “We don’t turn 
anyone away.” 

Williams encourages persons to 
join the society and become a 
member. 

“Membership is open for every-
one, not just persons who have 
a family with renal problems,” 
she said.

A previous NRS walk-a-thon (File Photo)

Counsel l ing
Depar tment in 
St . Ki tts offers 
a wide range 
of services 

to the publ ic
(SKNIS): Michele de la Coudray-Blake, Director of 
the Counselling Department in St. Kitts, said that the 
institution offers a wide range of services for the gen-
eral public.

During the September 22 edition of Working for You, 
Director de la Coudray-Blake said that the department 
is engaged in a lot of things. However, before touching 
on the services, she spoke briefly to the shift in con-
cepts as to what mental health really is.

“The fact is there has been a shift around how people 
see counselling and mental health services and that shift 
has come…because one, I think there is an apprecia-
tion of the fact that mental health services isn’t speaking 
mental illness, it’s speaking about mental health, mental 
health services,” said Mrs.de la Coudray Blake. “And 
so, what is happening is that there is a streamlining of 
mental health services in just about everything because it 
needs to happen. So, because of that, we at the counsel-
ling centre find that our own services are being utilized 
just in a very broad way, the broader way actually.”

She noted that of all the services offered, the primary 
focus is clinical counselling intervention. “Clinical 
counselling involves interacting with people who need 
a particular service from particular training. So, there 
must be training that supports the ability to help people 
resolve issues on a particular level,” said Mrs. de la 
Coudray-Blake.

The director noted that the department also offers work-
shop development and presentations. She noted that 
oftentimes the department is called in “because the rec-
ognition that information, awareness and knowledge 
help to bridge gaps and so institutions and organizations 
are always asking us about workshop development 
and presentations and so forth.” Also important is the 
Employer Assistance Programme (EAP), a service of-
fered to the government.

“Basically, what that says is if there is a situation where 
somebody is having difficulties for whatever reason, 
it affects their work. And as responsible employers, it 
is important for you to be able to provide assistance in 
some way. And so, the government service definitely 
uses us for helping government workers through difficult 
situations,” said the director.

Other services include clinical assessments which Mrs. 
de la Coudray Blake said is often needed in the court. 
These, she said, are used “to be able to give a clinical 
picture of an individual in a particular situation.” The 
department is also involved in crisis management and 
response, crisis management as it relates to natural disas-
ters, as well as trauma; limited online and virtual coun-
selling; psychoeducational sessions, as well as family 
matters services.
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More housing for Nevisians
By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Housing 
and Land Development 
Corporation (NHLDC) 
on Thursday (September 
23) launched its newest 
housing development, 
this time in Hamilton, 
Sugar Mill Residence.

The development is 
situated on 3.09 acres 
of land and includes 14 
housing lots and one 
green space.

Minister with respon-
sibility of the NHLDC, 
Alexis Jeff ers, told The 
Observer that the lands 
for the project were pur-
chased at EC$872,000. 
He added that project 
was somewhat delayed, 
as the lands were pur-
chased from three dif-
ferent owners, and had 
to be consolidated onto 
a single title. Jeff ers 
said that the process 

began in 2020.

Jeff ers said that it 
has always been the 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement-led Nevis 
Island Administration’s 
mandate to supply 
homes for its citizens.

“We have housing de-
velopments in every 
single parish in Nevis. 
This is the fi fth hous-
ing development in St 
Paul’s. There is one 
in Ramsbury, one in 
Craddock Road, one 
in Stoney Grove, and 
now two in Hamilton. 
It is our desire to con-
struct more homes in 
Charlestown once we 
can fi nd desirable land, 
and at a reasonable 
price” he said. 

He noted that 14 of-
fers have already been 
made to potential home 
owners for the Sugar 
Mill Residence, and 

that 12 are awaiting ap-
proval from their banks. 
Two have already been 
approved.

Jeff ers said that the 
value of houses will be 
based on the model the 
client chooses, and it can 
range from EC$200,000 
to EC$400,000. The 
home will be built by a 
pool of contractors that 
have been working with 
the NHLDC for a num-
ber of years. 

Jeff ers said that the 
houses will be built 
once they have approval 
from the bank, and the 
project is diff erent from 
the $25 million scheme 
from Social Security.

He pointed out how the 
EC$25 million from 
Social Security was 
spent.

“Houses were built at 
Cider View, Maddens 

(both housing develop-
ments). Houses were 
built at the second phas-
es at Cherry Garden, 
Colquhouns. Money 

was used to purchase 
the quarry equipment 
for aggregate, which is 
used in the construc-
tion of the homes. We 

put in infrastructure 
in Cider View and in 
Colquhouns and Jessup 

Minister of Lands (Nevis) Hon Alexis Jeff ers 

Cont'd on page 21
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Top Hai t i  Securi ty Chief Arrested,  Jurist- in Moi
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Paradise development. We 
built homes on private land, 
and there is also the launch of 
the University Heights project 
which is ongoing,” he said. 

Jeffers informed that the 
next housing project will be 
east of Cherry Garden - 16 
lots will be available. In 
November, a housing project 
will be launched in Rices, 
where 9 lots will be avail-
able, and later this year Cider 
View will see its third phase, 
with 36 lots being available.

“In a matter of weeks, 

persons will start receiving 
offer letters,” Jeffers said.

He added that there is a sig-
nificant demand for afford-
able income houses in Nevis.

“For example at Mountain 
View, we had over 200 appli-
cations for 21 lots. This new 
project, Sugar Mill, has over 
100 applications for 14 lots. 

People have come to the 
point where they are much 
more independent, and as 
persons’ financial circum-
stances improve, they see the 
value of home ownership.” 

More housing for Nevisians Cont'd
Cont'd from page 19

Houses being built at Sugar Mill Residence
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