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CHERISH 
THE RIGHT 

TO VOTE 
The stage is set for Monday’s NIA elections. All the necessaries are in place, 
thanks to efficient electoral staff. 

Polls will be open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 6:00 p.m.  However, any and all 
persons in line in the precinct of the polling station at 6 p.m. will be allowed to 
vote. Anyone who comes in line after 6 p.m. will not be allowed to vote. Once 
you are properly registered, you will be able to vote.

Results will be broadcast on radio and television stations and will be posted on 
line. Eventually, a report will be placed at the public libraries.

The Elections Supervisor has even appealed to the public to pay attention to 
the Electoral Offences, all of which carry prison terms and fines. 

There is one thing, however, that concerns us. There have been murmurs 
of persons being enticed monetarily to vote for various candidates. This, if 
accurate, would represent a desperate and despicable modus operandi. It is 
reprehensible.

Anyone who even casually mentions such a form of enticement should be 
revealed publicly. Those who yield to the temptation - if money is offered - are 
making a mockery of the precious right to vote. You are essentially selling 
your opportunity to make a difference.

Don’t yield to any pressure. Just go out and exercise your right to vote. Cherish 
it.

The changing 
political landscape 

of Nevis 
Never before has the political land-
scape of Nevis been so like this, with 
12 candidates, 6 of whom are female. 
The NRP is fielding a slate of 4 wom-
en, CCM and MRM one each. The 
NRP slate is of particular interest, in 
that the leader and deputy leader are 
both women. 

There have been women candidates 
before, even dating back to the 1960’s 
during the era of village council 

elections.  And, in a few instances, 
when there was an all-male elected 
slate, women senators have been ap-
pointed. Sen Berlin Clarke and Sen 
Hazel Brandy-Williams are two such 
persons.

According to the United Nations, 
countries should aim for 30% fe-
male membership of parliament per 
country. 

Voter fatigue?

Our 1983 Constitution 
created the Federation 
of St Kitts and Nevis, 
as well as the island 
territory of Nevis, each 
with its own democratic 
process.

There are general elec-
tions in which the peo-
ple of both islands vote, 
and there are local elec-
tions in which only the 
people of Nevis vote. 
This means that the peo-
ple of Nevis vote twice 
as often as the people of 
St Kitts at a minimum. 
Neither of these elec-
tions are synchronized; 
they cannot be, as the 
federal is a 3-seat elec-
tion while the local is a 

5-seat one.

As a result of this situa-
tion, the people of Nevis 
have voted 19 times 
since 1983, (20 for the 
people of St Thomas’ 
who participated in a 
by-election) and are 
being pressed into 
service for the 20th 
time on December 12, 
2022.

But has fatigue set 
in? For the last 3 
elections, the local 
of 2017 and the fed-
eral ones of 2020 & 
2022, less than 50% 
of all registered voters 
turned up to vote, even 
with fully functional 

national borders.  In 
fact, voter turnout has 
been as low as 44% in 
some constituencies in 
the recent past.

Perhaps one reason is a 
resistance on the part of 
the authorities to con-
sider the proposal that 
was made during con-
sultations in 2007, that 
both elections should 
be held simultaneously.

We are encouraged, 
however, by the prom-
ise made by the Federal 
Government to imple-
ment electoral reform 
in this their first term. 
Maybe this time they 
mean it.
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Who will take the reins of NIA?

By Loshaun Dixon

As expected, the fate 
of the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
will come down to 
a battle between the 
Concerned Citizens’ 
Movement (CCM) and 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) for the 
right to govern, with 
both parties nominating 
fi ve candidates for the 
island elections.

On Monday, December 
5, 12 candidates in 
total were nominated 
for elections, includ-
ing two from the Moral 
Restoration Movement 
(MRM).

Supervisor of Elections 
Oaklyn Peets confi rmed 
the parties contesting 
the elections are CCM 
whose symbol is the 
hammer, the MRM 
whose symbol is the 
spade and the NRP 
whose symbol is the 
bottle.

“Both CCM and NRP 
will be contesting all 
fi ve districts and MRM 
will be contesting in 
Nevis 2 and 4 only.”

In Nevis 1, Spencer 
Brand of CCM and 
Jaedee Caines of NRP 
have been nominated. 

On Nomination Day, 

Brand said he was de-
lighted to be duly nomi-
nated as the candidate 
for CCM for the upcom-
ing general election. 

“It is for me a humbling 
experience, and I in-
deed once again want to 
use this opportunity to 
pledge to the people of 
St Pauls and the people 
of Nevis, that I would 
continue to work as-
siduously to develop the 
constituency and island 
as a whole.”

In District 2, Mark 
Brantley of the CCM, 
Samuel Caines of MRM 
and Dr Patricia Bartlette 
of the NRP were 
nominated.

Brantley, the incumbent 
premier, said he was 
honoured that the peo-
ple have seen in him a 
representative they can 
trust.

“This is the ninth elec-
tion I am contesting 
since I entered political 
life, and I want to thank 
my nominators, Lorna 
Hunkins and Dennis 
Brown - and to say, 
Dennis Brown has nom-
inated me nine times. 
We have been on this 
journey together, and I 
am grateful to him and 
the people of St Johns.”

In District 3, nominated 
were Eric Evelyn of the 

CCM and Rohan Isles 
of the NRP. 

Nominated in District 
4 were Alexis Jeff ers of 
CCM, Patricia Mills-
Jeff ers of MRM and Dr 
Janice Daniel-Hodge of 
NRP.

District 5 will be con-
tested between Latoya 
Jones of CCM and 
Cleone Stapleton-
Simmonds of NRP.

Stapleton-Simmonds 
said she was looking to 
return to represent her 
district.

“As the incumbent, I 
am looking forward to 
a successful outcome 
to this election, and I 
am looking forward to 
representing the good 
people of St Thomas’. 

“I wish to thank every-
one for coming out and 
supporting us here at 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party as we look for-
ward to victory at the 
polls.”

The 12 candidates will 
be seeking elections to 
the 10th Nevis Island 
Assembly.

The voters’ list com-
prising 13,169 elec-
tors has been released 
and is being reviewed 
by stakeholders. 
The list comprises 

people registered to 
vote up to and including 
September 2022 

District 1 has 2,297 
electors, District 2 - 
4,485 voters, District 3 
- 1,881 voters, District 

4 - 2,608 and District 5 
- 1,898. 

“Voters are encouraged 
to check this list in ad-
vance of polling day. I 
wish to remind voters 
that the voting process 

is not completed un-
til your index fi nger is 
dipped into the electoral 
ink to the satisfaction of 
the presiding offi  cer,” 
Peets said.

CCM’s Leader Mark Brantley (R) with colleagues Alexis Jeff ers (C), Spencer Brand (L) 
and several party supporters

The NRP 5 - (from L-R) Dr Patricia Bartlette, Jaedee Caines, Dr Janice Daniel-Hodge, 
Cleone Stapleton-Simmonds and Rohan Isles - on Nomination Day
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Dr Daniel-Hodge: NRP is the 
best option for Nevis

By Loshaun Dixon

Leader of the Nevis 
Reformation Party 
(NRP) Dr Janice 
Daniel-Hodge has indi-
cated that her party pres-
ents the best option for 
Nevisians as the island 
goes to vote on Monday.

Speaking with The 
Observer on Nomination 
Day, Dr Daniel-Hodge 
said that her party is 
“confident and excit-
ed” ahead of the local 
elections.

“We have spent almost 
two years now getting 
ready for this election. 
We had to deal with the 
federal election which 
was a snap election, and 
while we didn’t perform 
as well as we would’ve 
liked, we definitely 
gained some ground that 
has boosted our confi-
dence, and we are quite 

prepared and ready to 
move forward.”

While they lost all three 
seats in the Federal elec-
tion, she said the local 
elections give them an 
opportunity to deal with 
“kitchen table issues”.

“This is the local elec-
tion, and this is where we 
have to deal with the is-
sues near and dear to the 
hearts of the people of 
Nevis. They understand 
they have been misled 
for many elections be-
fore. They recognise the 
CCM has not performed, 
and has not performed in 
the Federal government.

“They were fired and 
were not invited to form 
the new government. 
All of these show the 
CCM are incompetent 
and not ready to deal 
with the affairs of Nevis. 
We present a competent 
team for Nevis this time, 

a government of NRP 
would be the best to 
move Nevis forward.”

Daniel-Hodge also gave 
insight into what the 
people of Nevis can 
expect if she was to be-
come the island’s first 
female Premier.

“Certainly, we can look 
forward to having the 
interest and the voice 
of the people be heard. 
We recognize that 
there is a lot of strug-
gle concerning youths 
and lack of job oppor-
tunities, and the plight 
of single mothers.

“We recognize that cli-
mate aversion is a big 
part of most economies 
right now, and the NRP 
is well-positioned to 
capitalize on the global 
shifts to put Nevis right 
on track.”

She said Nevisians will 

be relieved if her party 
were to take office fol-
lowing the election.

“I expect the public to 
breathe a sigh of relief 
that once again they 
have good leadership 
that repeats their wish-
es and understands 
their plight, and lead-
ership that represents 
our country’s motto 
‘Country Above Self’ 
and not about self-
serving… bringing 
back the sense of pride 
the people of Nevis are 
accustomed to.

“I am certain that the 
prospects of the change 
and the shift from 
what we have now 
to what NRP would 
bring will create much 
excitement.”

She also spoke about 
what influence her fa-
ther - the first Premier 
of Nevis and National 

Hero - had on her prep-
aration for politics.

“I think now we are at 
a point where people 
are struggling, and 
my father came into 
politics at a time when 
Nevis was struggling. 
My urge to get into 
politics came as a re-
sult of seeing Nevis 
going backwards, the 
economy in shambles, 
and a Premier who dis-
respected the women 
in society. Leadership 
is about caring for oth-
ers and not yourself.

“I think understanding 
those principles came 
from being around 
my father, and under-
standing how he would 
have led Nevis during 
that time, and it came 
naturally for me to 
recognise that Nevis is 
struggling right now, 
and I know I have the 
competency to put 

Nevis back on the right 
track.”

With a ticket made up 
of 80% women, she 
also explained how 
significant that can 
play on the electorate.

“For a long time, the 
voices of women were 
not heard at the table 
of decision-makers, 
and so the number of 
issues that affect wom-
en were not adequately 
addressed.

I am certain with the 
slate of women can-
didates that we have, 
women would be rep-
resented. The sense of 
balance would ensure 
the women’s voices are 
heard - also the men 
would be a part of that 
equation as well.”

NRP last served in 
government from 2006 
to 2013.

NRP Leader Dr Janice Daniel-Hodge (L) and Deputy Leader Cleone Stapleton-Simmonds (R) lead candidates and supporters on Nomination Day
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Brantley 
bullish on 

CCM sweep
By Loshaun Dixon

Days before the 
Nevisian electorate goes 
to the polls, Premier of 
Nevis Mark Brantley is 
confident that his Party, 
the Concerned Citizens’ 
Movement (CCM) will 
win all five seats in the 
Assembly, and be re-
turned to the helm of 
the NIA.

Speaking exclusively 
with The Observer on 
Nomination Day, Mr. 
Brantley was confident 
of improving on their 4-1 
majority.

“The mood is excellent. 
We hold four seats al-
ready; we intend to win 
all five. I think the re-
sponse from the elector-
ate is as we have done our 
canvassing, and as we go 
around and have our con-
versations there are really 
no issues this election. I 
think we are running on a 
clear and obvious record 
of achievements.”

The CCM Leader said 
that their main opponents 
have not resonated with 
the public at large.

“The other side is run-
ning on promises, and 
frankly, promises that 
have been articulated in 
a way people can’t un-
derstand and make sense 
of what they are saying. 
The notion that you can 
win an election by sim-
ply cussing the govern-
ment I think is no more. 
People want ideas, they 
want a debate, and they 
want an understanding of 
what could be done for 
the country.

“The people know in 
CCM they have a party 
they can trust and we 
are getting that response 
from our public. We think 
we will win, and intend 
to take all five seats.”

Making a comparison 

with the federal elec-
tion and the upcoming 
election where they won 
all three seats, Brantley 
is predicting a stronger 
CCM showing. 

“I think our showing will 
be stronger, because in 
the federal election our 
people are not inclined 
to vote, so some of our 
CCM supporters did not 
vote. And so our people 
are fully mobilised now, 
and we anticipate our 
victory to be even larger.”

Going forward, Brantley 
said, the people of Nevis 
could expect more “sen-
sible management” of 
the island if his party is 
returned. 

“They have seen how 
we functioned during 
COVID; how we man-
aged the affairs, how 
we kept Nevis afloat 
despite the difficulties 
and challenges, and we 
have some big plans. We 
have the airport project, a 
major port project, some 
major initiatives in edu-
cation, significant initia-
tives in renewable energy 
- specifically geothermal 
- so we expect to see an 
expansion in jobs locally, 
and in me, the people of 
Nevis know they have a 
leader they can trust.”

He added that they would 
also seek to continue re-
lations with the federal 
government to find a so-
lution that is fair for all. 

“The partnership with the 
federal government is an 
ongoing one. We would 
like the best relation-
ship we could possibly 
have. Prime Minister (Dr 
Terrance) Drew and I 
have been engaging with 
each other, and are op-
timistic we can forge a 
relationship for the bet-
terment of all the people 
of the federation.”

CCM Leader Mark Brantley leaving the Magistrate’s Court in Charlestown on Nomination Day
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We Outside Again! Carnival 
opens in grand style 

By Loshaun Dixon 

In what has been de-
scribed as the best-ever 
launch for Carnival - 
and for the first time in 
two years where large-
capacity crowds will be 
welcomed - Sugar Mas 
got underway in grand 
style, highlighting what 
we’ve missed and es-
sentially putting the 
pandemic behind us.

The action started 
last Friday afternoon 
(December 2) with 
a Parade through 
Basseterre -  the first 
Carnival street activ-
ity since the start of 
2020. The parade then 
climaxed at Carnival 
Village, where thou-
sands had gathered for 
the opening ceremony 
dubbed “Wonderland.”

Minister of the Creative 
Economy Samal 
Duggins, during the 
parade to the opening, 
expressed optimism 
about the prospects for 
the carnival.

“I am seeing people 
from all ethnic and 
cultural backgrounds 
celebrating as one for 
Sugar Mas 51. The most 
magnificent carnival 
this country ever had; 

Sugar Mas 51 is shaping 
up to be exactly that…”

Duggins also urged all 
to participate in the car-
nival, saying that they 
are aiming to make it 
the best in the region.

“To all of our Nationals 
at home and abroad, 
and anyone interested 
in Carnival, this is 
the place to be from 
December 2 to January 
3. This is the place 
where you can have fun, 
you can fete, and you 

can be part of a wonder-
ful cultural experience, 
because Sugar Mas 51 
will be the best Carnival 
- not what St. Kitts and 
Nevis has ever had, but 
the region… something 
to use as a model.”

Deputy Prime Minister 
Dr Geoffrey Hanley pre-
dicted that Sugar Mas 51 
would be a big deal.

“As we paraded up Fort 
Street, it reminded me of 
my days when I was ful-
ly involved in Carnival, 

and with the crowd 
that I am seeing just on 
the streets, just for the 
opening, we can antici-
pate a massive, massive 
Carnival Season, espe-
cially our Parade Day.”

Hanley said that after 
two years of restricted 
carnival, it (Sugar Mas 
51) will offer the people 
an opportunity to enjoy 
themselves again. This 
is part of our culture, 
and I believe people are 
looking forward to the 
Calypsos because, you 

know, our Calypsonians 
have been producing 
some very good com-
mentary over the years, 
and this year would 
be no different. As 
you know, there has 
been a change in the 
Government. I am an-
ticipating that there will 
be some juicy Calypsos 
this year.”

The opening ceremony 
featured performances 
from varying local acts, 
including those of past 
carnival hits, including 

Minister of Public 
Infrastructure Konris 
Maynard, who per-
formed one of the hits 
that helped to win him 
one of his many calypso 
crowns.

Minister Duggins cut 
the ribbon opening the 
Sugar Mas celebrations, 
and that was followed 
by a fireworks display, 
with the sound of the 
popular song “Outside 
Again” playing in the 
background.

Actors

MajorettesChildren's Carnival
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One of the participants enjoying the music en route to Carnival Village

MummiesMasqueraders

Revellers
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PROPERTY FOR SALE
House for sale in 

Colquhoun’s Estate
Asking Price: $2.5 million USD

Contact: nevishouses@gmail.com
869.663.8910

Vacancy
Chopsticks is looking fo 3 PANASIAN Chefs

Minimum 7 years experience
Email ChopstiskSkb@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Edwin Tailor

Needed one Tailor with 2 Years Experience
Contact: 765-6048

Wanted
looking for massage therapist,pedicurist 

and manicurist,beautician, nail tech.Email 
your resume to chopshopskb@gmail.com

Vacancy
Good Taste and Value Jerk Spot

Helper
664-0818

Vacancy
Tru Vybz Island Prints

Position: Screen Printer
Time: Flexible/Part Time

Contact: +1 (869) 763-3137

Vacancy
Furniture Manufacturer

Need  a Carpenter
Contact:669-5321

Vacancy
Kubo Sushi

Sushi Chef & Kitchen Assistant
Two years experience

Email:kubosushi22@gmail.com

Vacancy
Sea View Farms

New River Estate
Seeking One Farm Worker

661-0135

Vacancy
Advance Building Maintenance System

Seeking: One Commercial Cleaner 
Contact Information: 

Abmsystemskb@gmail.com
Tel: (869) 663 8714

Vacancy
Divine Rentals

Lower Government Road
Assistant Manager

Must speak French & Spanish
Call: 661-8979

WhatsApp: 764-8979

House for Rent
3 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom at 
Brown Pasture Main Road

665-2970

House for Rent
SAND DOLLAR DIVERS LIMITED

Seeking: One Certifi ed Diver
Contact Information: 869-668-6732

WANTED
one goldsmith and 2 sales rep. 

Store name: RK Gems 
Store number 2, building 16

port Zante

Number 18697654857
Contact person hema persaud 
Email rkgemsint@gmail.com

Qualifi cations is experience in the re-
spected fi elds for at least 3 years

Retail store located  @ #8 St Kitts Marriot 
Hotel THE PERFUME PLACE  is looking 
to employ any one with cosmetics perfume 
and leather goods experience. Must be fl ex-
ible with hours and days of work .contact 
email is : marriotperfumes@gmail.com

P Mall
Needed One Cashier
Contact: 661-3152

Suntones
Two Staff  Workers Needed

Contact: 469-1380

PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

STONEY GROVE ESTATE
CHARLESTOWN, NEVIS

5,246.9 SQUARE FEET WITH 
DWELLING HOUSE

LIST PRICE EC$750,000.00
CONTACT: 667-7477

:469-5645

PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

MOUNT NEVIS ESTATE,
ST. JAMES’ PARISH, NEVIS

2.0638 ACRES WITH 
DWELLING HOUSE

LIST PRICE US$650,000.00
CONTACT:   469-5645
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The Observer predicts CCM returns
Three political par-
ties will be contest-
ing the polls that are 
slated for Monday 
12th December, but the 
fi ght is really between 
the two traditional par-
ties, CCM and NRP. 
The MRM, with only 
two candidates, is a re-
mote outsider at best.

The candidates in 
Nevis 1, Charlestown 
are Spencer Brand of 
CCM, the incumbent, 
challenged by Jaedee 
Caines, a fi rst-time can-
didate of the NRP.  This 
is a seat that has been 
mostly held by the NRP, 
but has shifted on two 
occasions to CCM - the 
last time in 2017 when 
Spencer Brand defeated 
the then incumbent 
Robelto Hector by a 1% 
margin.  That election 
was almost a dead heat: 
CCM received 50% 
of the votes cast to the 
49% of NRP.

Since then, data from 

the federal elections 
shows CCM separating 
itself from the NRP. In 
2020, 54% of the votes 
went to CCM and 45% 
went to NRP.  Then, 
again in 2022, CCM’s 
share of that vote was 
55% and 43% went to 
NRP.

Based on the trend, the 
Observer projects that 
this seat is too close to 
call. The outcome of 
this contest will depend 
on which party is able 
to bring home more 
of the overseas voters, 
meaning nationals liv-
ing abroad that are reg-
istered to vote.

Nevis 2 turned blue in 
1992 when Malcolm 
Guishard, defeated the 
then Premier Dr Simeon 
Daniel. 

The passing of Guishard 
in 2007 ushered in Mark 
Brantley who has held 
on to the seat with in-
creasing margins in 

each election. In 2017, 
Brantley won, 57% 
to 43%.

Again, during the 2020 
federal elections, CCM 
held that part of the con-
stituency by receiving 
61% of the votes validly 
cast. Then, in August 
2022, 56% was for 
CCM and 41% was for 
NRP.

This trend suggests 
that Mark Brantley of 
CCM will be returned 
on 12th December 
over Dr Patricia 
Bartlette.

Gingerland, Nevis 3, 
is considered a safe 
seat for the CCM, and 
it is unlikely that the 
NRP candidate will 
overcome the CCM 
advantage.   For an 
NRP win, challenger 
Rohan Isles will need 
to overcome a deficit 
of over 500 votes.

There have been 231 

new voters registered 
in Nevis 3; even as-
suming that all of 
them vote NRP, that 
alone will not impact 
the end result.  In fact, 
the intervening fed-
eral elections of 2020 
and 2022 give some 
insight into the mind-
set of Gingerlanders. 
In the 2020 elections, 
81% of the votes was 
for CCM and in 2022, 
CCM received 73% of 
the votes cast.

Our prediction for 
Nevis 3: Eric Evelyn 
of CCM will defeat 
Rohan Isles of NRP.

In Nevis 4, Alexis 
Jeffers is the incum-
bent with a 26% ad-
vantage gained in 
2017, 833 to 528 
votes.  It is a seat that 
was “inherited” from 
CCM’s Jean Nisbett-
Harris. That advantage 
was maintained in the 
2020 federal election 
with a 25% separation, 

but was eroded to 15% 
in 2022.

Notwithstanding, the 
Observer predicts an-
other win for CCM 
in Nevis 4.  Alexis 
Jeffers over Dr Janice 
Daniel-Hodge.

Finally, in  Nevis 5, 
Cleone Stapleton-
Simmonds of NRP is 
the incumbent. She 
won that seat in a by-
election following the 
resignation of Joseph 
Parry (of NRP) who 
had held that seat 
with a 38% margin. 
Stapleton-Simmonds 
defended that seat with 
a 35% margin of victo-
ry.  Clearly this makes 
the seat a safe seat for 
the NRP

But, for federal elec-
tions 2020, CCM had 
reduced that separa-
tion to 9%. NRP re-
gained some ground 
in 2022, increasing the 
separation to 12%, a 

sufficient cushion with 
which to win.

We contend, however, 
that in this seat, the 
incumbent has been 
made vulnerable by 
her rejection as party 
leader, despite the fact 
that she is the only par-
liamentarian amongst 
her team.  Added 
to this, the CCM is 
fielding a very plau-
sible candidate, Latoya 
Jones,  who, coming 
from a strong NRP 
family,  will most like-
ly pull support away 
from the NRP base.   

The Observer  pre-
dicts that Stapleton-
Simmons will be 
returned, but that CCM 
will put up a good 
fight and that this seat 
will be closer than ever 
before. This will be a 
competitive contest.

Overall, CCM 3, NRP 
1, and 1 too close to 
call  
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Kittitian Jahzara Claxton World Cup-Bound

By Loshaun Dixon 

S i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d 
Kittitian Jahzara 
Claxton will be on the 
plane to South Africa 
when the West Indies 
Women U19 travel 
for the inaugural ICC 
Women’s U19 T20 
World Cup.

The medium pacer was 
recently on the side 
that completed a tour to 
India, and just last week 
was one of the 25 Most 
Remarkable Teens rec-
ognised by the National 
Assembly in St Kitts 
and Nevis.

The Sandy Point native 
is also an accomplished 
track and field athlete, 
and a full international 

player for St Kitts 
and Nevis in Senior 
Women’s football. Her 
performances for the 
Leeward Islands U19 
earned her selection ini-
tially for the West Indies 
side.

Cricket West 
Indies’(CWI) Selection 
Panel on Thursday 
named the 15-member 
West Indies Women’s 
Under 19s Rising Stars 
squad for the competi-
tion set for January 2023. 
The squad will again be 
led by batting all-rounder 
Ashmini Munisar, who 
captained the team on 
their tours to the USA, in 
August, and last month in 
India.

Lead Selector Mrs. 
Ann Browne-John said 

the Under 19 girls T20 
World Cup will be a his-
toric event, being the first 
of its kind in women’s 
international cricket. 

 “In preparation for this, 
the team embarked on 
tours of the USA and the 
recent Tri-Series in India 
against the hosts and 
New Zealand. These se-
ries have identified some 
competent up-and-com-
ing batters like Djenaba 
Joseph, Shunelle Sawh 
and Trishan Holder, who 
are showing potential 
to transition to a higher 
level. We also had excel-
lent performances from 
the two main spinners, 
captain Ashmini Munisar 
and Shalini Samaroo.”

She added that the prepa-
ration will culminate with 

a final camp to be held in 
Antigua this month. 

“This international ex-
posure would no doubt 
be extremely beneficial, 
not only to this group of 
players, but also serve as 
an investment and feeder 
group into the senior 
West Indies Women’s 
set-up.”

Captain Ashmini 
Munisar expressed her 
happiness in being se-
lected to lead the squad.

“It is every cricketer’s 
dream to play for their 
country, let alone be able 
to captain their team. It 
is an immense honour 
that I get to do it at this 
historic inaugural ICC 
Women’s U19 World 
Cup.  “We have been 

playing together for the 
past few months, and all 
the players are gelling 
and progressing quite 
nicely, and we’re all 
excited to represent 
the West Indies.”

The ICC Women’s 
U19 T20 World Cup 
will feature 41 match-
es, being played from 
14 to 29 January in 
South Africa. The offi-
cial warm-up matches 
will be from 9 to 11 
January. The 16 par-
ticipating teams will 
play in four groups in 
the preliminary round. 
West Indies have 
been drawn in Group 
C alongside New 
Zealand, Ireland, and 
Indonesia.

WEST INDIES 

WOMEN UNDER 
19s RISING STARS 
SQUAD
Ashmini Munisar 
(captain)
Asabi Callendar
Jahzara Claxton
Naijanni Cumberbatch
Earnisha Fontaine
Jannillea Glasgow
Realanna Grimmond
Trishan Holder
Zaida James
Djenaba Joseph
K D Jazz Mitchell
Shalini Samaroo
Shunelle Sawh
Lena Scott
Abini St Jean

Claxton participating in a SKCA U17 game last weekendJahzara Claxton
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Govt. to pay 
CBI dividend 

By Loshaun Dixon

Citizens and residents of St Kitts and Nevis can 
look forward to an even brighter Christmas, as the 
government of St Kitts and Nevis has approved the 
payment of a Citizenship by Investment (CBI) divi-
dend to the citizens and residents of the Federation. 

In a government release from the Prime Minister’s 
Office, it was stated that the CBI dividend is a share 
of the profits and retained earnings received from 
the Citizenship by Investment Programme.  

“The CBI dividend will be facilitated through Saint 
Christopher and Nevis Social Security, and will be 
distributed in two tiers or categories. The first cat-
egory is the pensionable and pensioners, and the 
second category is classified as those who are not 
yet pensionable.”

The release further explained that this was a new 
policy implemented by the Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, as a commitment to the Hon Dr. 
Terrance Drew-led St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party 
Administration’s campaign pledge to the citizens 
and residents of the Federation. 

It is expected that an announcement would be made 
by the Prime Minister, giving details of the payout 
in a subsequent announcement.

Prime Minister Dr Terrance Drew will soon provide more 
details about the CBI dividend payout
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St. Kitts Awarded 2023 Caribbean 
Destination of The Year

St. Kitts adds another prestigious 
accolade to an already extensive list 
of achievements. Caribbean Journal 
has identified the destination as the 
2023 Caribbean Destination of The 
Year during its Caribbean Travel 
Awards announcement. St. Kitts 
has been recognized for its heavy 
concentration on providing rich 
and authentic travel experiences 
and its diligent focus on sustain-
ability, community, and the natural 
environment. 

This opulent recognition is also 
a direct result of the destination’s 
recently launched brand campaign, 
‘Venture Deeper’ which has reso-
nated within its source markets and 
the Caribbean diaspora.

“This recent award is as a result of 
the collaborative effort of our stake-
holders and the public sector. When 
we launched our brand it became 
the catalyst of our rebuilding efforts. 
The destination focuses on preserv-
ing its rich history, vibrant culture, 

and indigenous cuisine, which is 
undoubtedly a primary selling point 
to travelers. We are overjoyed that 
our destination has received such 
outstanding recognition. We have 
worked diligently in tandem with 
our industry stakeholders to revamp 
and rejuvenate our tourism product 
through various initiatives such as 
workshops and other stakeholder 
training sessions. 

This recent award proves that our 
rebranding efforts were not in 
vain. We are instilled with even 
more confidence to continue our 
robust marketing plans in promot-
ing the island and further improv-
ing our tourism product,” remarked 
Honourable Marsha T. Henderson, 
Minister of Tourism.

Caribbean Journal indicates that St. 
Kitts’ ability to appeal to the 21st-
century traveler sets the destina-
tion apart from its competitors. The 
destination fosters a comprehensive 
sustainability program that supports 

the growth of global sustainable 
tourism. Notable mentions of this 
are the newly opened Sunset Reef, 
which incorporates geothermal en-
ergy technology providing enough 
natural energy to heat various wa-
ter sources such as showers and 
the stunning outdoor infinity pool, 
farm-to-table experiences at the 
luxurious Kittitian Hill, and the des-
tination’s ability to be featured on 
Sustainable Travel International’s 
docu-series for its environmentally 
friendly on-island initiatives.

“We are ecstatic about this huge 
win for the destination,” shared 
Mr. Ellison “Tommy” Thompson, 
Chief Executive Officer at the St. 
Kitts Tourism Authority. “St. Kitts 
is relatively new to tourism when 
compared to other Caribbean desti-
nations; therefore, this recognition 
signifies the destination’s ability to 
make its mark on the global tour-
ism stage. Our new brand campaign 
has set the tone for a full-sensory 
and authentic Kittitian experience. 

We have vigorously studied market 
trends and guest needs and have 
implemented strategies to diversify 
our existing tourism product. This 
award bears fruit to the collective 
effort of our valued stakeholders, 
marketing team, associate partners, 
and visitors.”

“As we continue the process of 
rebuilding it was important to es-
tablish the uniqueness of the des-
tination and generate greater brand 
awareness. 

Our goal is to build destination de-
sire and ‘Kittitianize’ our visitors 
when they arrive on island thus of-
fering a more enriching experience 
that contributes to local commu-
nity development,” remarked Mrs. 
Melnecia Marshall, Deputy CEO at 
the St. Kitts Tourism Authority.

St. Kitts continues to trailblaze and 
bolster its presence among other 
leading Caribbean destinations, as 
indicated by this recent award.
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