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REMEMBER THE 
REASON FOR 
THE SEASON

As we joyfully celebrate Christmas this year, it is fitting for us to remember 
the reason for the season.

Our Creator took on the form of mankind and entered the womb of an earth-
ling named Mary; was born in a manger, was tempted of the devil, and was 
crucified, but thank God that He rose on the third day. His was the supreme 
sacrifice.

Each of us can do good this holiday season without having to sacrifice too 
much. Find a cause; the less fortunate in your community. Ensure that they 
have a hot meal this Christmas. How about a food basket to that poor family 
nearby? Making peace with that estranged loved one or friend? Let us show 
goodwill to all around us.

Christ fed the hungry, and His mission also was peace on earth. He holds our 
future and fate in His almighty hands, and God wants us to do more than just 
go through the motions. He wants us to take the time to reflect on the love 
He has for us in the magnificent gift of His Son. As seasons come and go, 
thankfully our God remains the same. His promise of peace, hope, and joy is 
eternal.

Jesus is the reason for the season, because He is The Way, The Truth, and The 
Life. 

We currently live in societies that tell us to live our own truth. That truth is 
based on personal feelings and is subjective due to our circumstances. Jesus 
upturns that concept. He tells us that He is the Truth. He offers us real Truth 
in His Word. 

We must unwaveringly cling to the truths found all through the scriptures and 
recognize that distractions are everywhere. They will try to capture our minds 
and steal our hearts, so we must be on guard.

The ultimate question is: What does Christmas mean to you? Take some time 
to contemplate that. We view Christmas through many different lenses de-
pending on our personal circumstances, but for this season and those to come, 
let us rejoice in our faithful, constant, and loving God, that offers us the ulti-
mate gift of everlasting life.

St. Kitts Extends 
Warm Hospitality 

to Silver Dawn 
On Its Inaugural 

Cruise Call

St. Kitts continues to maintain a 
stellar repertoire of being a com-
petitive cruise destination.  Today, 
St. Kitts welcomed the cruise ves-
sel “Silver Dawn” to its shores as 
it embarks on its first visit to the 
island.  Silver Dawn provides a new 
world of luxury within the cruise 
arena sporting sumptuous suites 
and outstanding itineraries coupled 
with cutting-edge design and tech-
nology.  The vessel has a guest ca-
pacity of 596 cruise passengers and 
411 crew members while carrying 
40,700 tonnages. Silver Dawn is 
the third ship in Silversea Cruises’ 
Muse Class. It began sailing in 
2022 and exudes a classic yet mod-
ern structure granting its passengers 
a high level of comfort, aesthetics, 
and relaxation. 

“Today, it is my honour to welcome 
the luxury cruise vessel “Silver 
Dawn” to St. Kitts. Luxury cruise 
vessels adding St. Kitts to their 
cruise itineraries is a testament to 
our commitment to cultivating, pre-
serving, and developing a unique 
tourism product. It is a major ac-
complishment to welcome cruise 
ships of such high caliber to our is-
land.  As the 2022-2023 cruise sea-
son progresses, I am pleased with 
the increased economic opportuni-
ties cruise activity has afforded our 
tourism stakeholders. It is a direct 

result of our commitment to expand 
our partnerships with various cruise 
lines, thus strengthening our cruise 
presence across multiple itinerar-
ies,” remarked Honourable Marsha 
T. Henderson, Minister of Tourism.

The destination is multifaceted, 
providing the opportunity to in-
dulge in various excursion tours and 
experiences, such as soul-soothing 
afternoon lounging at its pristine 
beaches, informational dialogue as 
guests venture into the rich history 
of St. Kitts, or stimulating adven-
ture pursuits in its lush rainforest 
hikes, ATV tours, kayaking, and 
zip-lining.

“Cruise passengers are visiting St. 
Kitts during one of its most festive 
and busy periods, which presents an 
invaluable opportunity to immerse 
in our cultural displays of food, mu-
sic, warm hospitality, and ethereal 
experiences, to name a few. Robust 
cruise activity adds to the destina-
tion’s roster of achievements as 
we culminate a productive year for 
tourism in St. Kitts,” shared Mrs. 
Melnecia Marshall, Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer at the St. Kitts 
Tourism Authority.

St. Kitts continues to experience 
rich cruise activity as the season 
progresses
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Geothermal drilling on Nevis 
to begin next June 

Geothermal drilling on 
Nevis is set to begin 
next June, Premier of 
Nevis Mark Brantley 
announced this week.

Last week it was 
disclosed that the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB)  had ap-
proved US$17 million 
for the development of 
geothermal energy in 
Nevis - a $16 million 
contingent grant for 
drilling and a $1 million 
grant for expert support 

and capacity.

Premier Brantley re-
flected that after years 
of potential for a geo-
thermal project on the 
island, it will finally be 
a reality.

“This funding is a wa-
tershed moment in our 
geothermal project. 
After years of pursuing 
geothermal energy, we 
can now proclaim with 
a high degree of certain-
ty that our geothermal 

ambition is within 
reach.”

He said the project 
stands to be a game-
changer for the entire 
federation and the 
region.

“This project promises 
to be transformational 
for us, our sister St. 
Kitts, and our neigh-
bouring islands. No lon-
ger will we be subjected 
to the whims and fan-
cies of the oil-producing 

countries. No longer 
will we be held hostage 
to fluctuating oil prices. 
No longer will global 
conflicts determine the 
price of our energy sup-
ply and the cost of living 
for our people. There 
can be no question that 
geothermal energy will 
secure our energy in-
dependence and energy 
security.” 

Brantley expressed 
thanks to the Caribbean 
Development Bank and 

to Prime Minister Dr 
Terrance Drew and the 
Federal Cabinet for their 
support of the project.

“These are ground-
breaking, revolutionary 
ideas, that if we can 
bring this to fruition 
and realize the benefit 
and the promise of geo-
thermal energy, it would 
take St. Kitts and Nevis 
to the next level in the 
region. So I think this 
partnership between the 
Federal government and 

the NIA to extract this 
for the benefit of the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis is an excellent 
partnership, and I think 
it is long overdue.”

Last week during the 
federal budget debate, 
Minister of Energy 
Konris Maynard said 
that as a result of the 
geothermal project ,the 
Federation can become 
an exporter of energy.

Premier Mark Brantley says Geothermal drilling on Nevis will begin next June 
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Human Trafficking? 
PM discovers “ring of 

illegal marriages”
By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of 
St Kitts and Nevis 
and Minister of 
National Security 
and Immigration Dr 
Terrance Drew is ques-
tioning whether the 
Federation had been 
involved in human traf-
ficking, after he said 
he uncovered an illegal 
marriage ring.

“I found in my own 
ministry, a ring of illegal 
marriages,” Dr Drew 
said as he wrapped up 
the budget debate. 

He explained how the 
ring works, alleging that 
there is somebody in 
Santo Domingo who is 
charging a lot of money 
for a Visa. 

“You pay them for a 
Visa there; they have a 
connection here. So you 
buy a plane ticket and 
you come in with your 
very expensive Visa, of 
which this Government 
is only making 10 per 
cent. When they come 
in, a husband or wife 
is waiting for them. 
So they marry… more 
money again.”

He said after they get 
married, they go for 
their Certificate of 
Marriage.  

“After they get the 
Certificate of Marriage, 
they get their certifi-
cate of Citizenship and 
[go into] the Electoral 
Office for [an] Id. Once 
they go for their ID 
Madam Speaker, they 
are paid a certain sum of 
money, and their name 
is included on an elec-
toral list to vote.”

The prime minister said 
that there are possible 
legal marriages within 
those being investigat-
ed, and many have been 
abusing the system, by 

marrying and divorcing 
several times.

“I have a box of a few 
hundred cases. I don’t 
even know where to 
start, because among 
them might be real mar-
riages, but because there 
are so many fake mar-
riages among them, you 
don’t even know where 
to start. Thousands 
upon thousands of dol-
lars, and this is how it 
works.

“You come, you marry, 
you divorce, you marry 
again and then you pass 
on the citizenship here, 
there and everywhere.”

Dr Drew said he met 

with many individuals 
from the Dominican 
community to explain 
the matter, and realised 
many did not even know 
the name of their spouse.

“I went to a meeting with 
the Spanish Community 
and they have legitimate 
concerns which we have 
to address because, as 
was said, we cannot treat 
people less than human; 
but at the same time, ev-
ery country must have 
rules, laws and regula-
tions, as I said to them. 
Not even in their own 
country can it be done 
like that. You’re asking 
a married person, “what 
is your husband’s name? 
“Ah…Well I think… I 

can’t remember the first 
name… and they’re 
married.”

He also questioned if the 
federation was involved 
in human trafficking.

“I said, we’re going to 
treat people humanely; 
but I told them, this is 
what I uncovered and 
discovered and there-
fore, we cannot con-
tinue along that path. 
It’s a whole ring where 
we were even being 
questioned to be part of 
Human Trafficking, peo-
ple have to be responsi-
ble for these things. Our 
country was going down 
the drain.”

Prime Minister of St Kitts and Nevis and Minister of National Security and Immigration 
Dr Terrance Drew

Stadics and 
Bagnall take 
Soca crowns

By Loshaun Dixon

Two new Soca Monarchs were crowned on 
Wednesday evening, with Mr Bagnall capturing 
the groovy title for a second time in his career, and 
Stadics securing his first-ever title, by winning the 
Power Category.

It was a night that celebrated the best of soca mu-
sic for Sugar Mas 51 at Carnival Village, where 
a fair-sized audience witnessed some amazing 
performances.

In the end, Mr Bagnall captured the Groovy Soca 
Monarch title with his song “Carn miss it”, I which 
he stated that after missing the last two carnivals 
that were held virtually, there was no way he could 
not miss the first Carnival back outside. In his pre-
sentation, he also remembered and paid tribute to 
carnival stalwarts that passed on in recent years. He 
amassed a total of 240 points.

The first runner-up was Mr Hype, who received a 
total of 235 points for his song ‘Teef’, while the 
second runner-up went to Tobap, with ‘Festival 
love’, totalling 234 points.

In the Power Category, Stadics captured the title 
with his popular ‘Cowbell’ song. The song speaks 
about the style of soca music synonymous with 
St Kitts and Nevis, featuring the cowbell. It also 
compares the different styles of soca music in the 
Caribbean, including the iron of Antigua, the Jab of 
Grenada, and others.

Stadics amassed 250 points to rule the roost.

The first runner-up went to Mr Bagnall who per-
formed ‘The Stage’ and achieved 241 points while 
TBone captured the second runner-up with ‘Home 
on the streets’.

Speaking after the victory, Stadics said that he 
was challenged in the build-up, but stuck by it and 
achieved success.

“It was not an easy task, a lot of things did not go 
to plan, but by the grace of God and the encourage-
ment of fans and family, we had to get it done. I 
was feeling down leading up to it because things 
were not going well, but with the encouragement 
and love, I just had to push through.”

He also shared the motivation behind the song.

“For years people have been saying St Kitts’s music 
is not reaching anywhere; always putting a cowbell 
in it, so what I did is incorporate different Islands’ 
riddim styles and put a cowbell on it, to show them 
cowbell is sweet when you put riddim on the beat 
time.”

Mr Bagnall indicated that it was emotional not be-
ing here for two years; being away dealing with 

Cont'd on Page 9
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Brantley: 
Time to 

build Nevis 
together 

By Loshaun Dixon 

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley, speaking on 
the occasion of the in-
auguration of his new 
cabinet, called for a 
united approach in or-
der for Nevis to reach 
its full potential.

The Brantley-led 
Concerned Citizens’ 
Movement (CCM) won 
another term in gov-
ernment - capturing 
three of the fi ve seats 
in the December 12 
polls. The cabinet was 
sworn into offi  ce in a 
ceremony on Sunday. 
Premier Brantley took 

the Oaths of Offi  ce, 
Allegiance, and Secrecy 
as Minister of Finance, 
Statistics, Economic 
Planning, Human 
Resources, Industry, 
Trade and Consumer 
Aff airs, Tourism, Public 
Utilities and Energy, 
Foreign Investments, 
G o v e r n m e n t 
Information and Nevis 
Television.

Eric Evelyn, member-
elect for St. George, 
was sworn in as Deputy 
Premier - after Alexis 
Jeff ers lost his seat in 
the election - and as 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Lands, Natural 
Resources, Fisheries, 

Cooperatives, Culture, 
and Housing.

Spencer Brand 
is Minister of 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s , 
Works, Water Services, 
Physical Planning and 
Environment, Posts, 
Labour, and Disaster.

Senator Troy Liburd 
affirmed the Oaths of 
Office, Allegiance, 
and Secrecy, and as a 
Nominated Member 
of the Cabinet. He 
is Senator with min-
isterial responsibil-
ity for Education, 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
Technology, Library 
Services, Youth, and 
Sports.

New Senator Jahnel 
Nisbett also swore 
the Oaths of Office, 
Allegiance, and 
Secrecy, and as a 
Nominated Member of 
the Cabinet. Senator 
Nisbett has minis-
terial responsibil-
ity for Health, Gender 
Affairs, Community 
Affairs, and Social 
Services. Premier 
Brantley told the 

gathering that “the 
people have spoken, 
and they have done 
so eloquently and 
loudly”.

“They have chosen 
hope over fear, pur-
pose over discord, and 
stability over chaos. 
Today I proclaim an 
end to the electioneer-
ing, rancour and petty 
politicking. Elections 
are behind us. Now 
we must get down to 
the task of govern-
ing. It is time for us to 
work together, aspire 
together, and prosper 
together. It is time for 
us now to build Nevis 
together.”

He acknowledged that 
the mandate received 
was not one for arro-
gance, but for working 
for all Nevisians.

“While the election 
may have given me 
the mandate to lead, 
it was not a mandate 
for arrogance, conceit, 
self-indulgence, or 
self-aggrandizement. 
I want to assure all 
Nevisians, especially 

those who voted for 
my opponents, that 
their views, opinions, 
advice and criticisms 
will be welcomed, and 
will always be given 
due consideration. 

“I am the Premier not 
only for those who 
voted for me, but for 
all who call Nevis 
their home.”

The premier declared 
that they will be work-
ing with all, even those 
who opposed them 
during the election.

“Though we may have 
won the majority of 
seats and the popu-
lar vote, we were not 
given a license to vic-
timize or marginalize 
those who oppose us. 
We are forever mind-
ful that democracy is 
the rule by the major-
ity, but not at the tyr-
anny of the minority.

“By our deeds and 
words, we will mani-
fest that our island is 
one Nevis under God, 
with one government, 
serving one people.”

Elected Members - Hon. Spencer Brand; Deputy Premier, Hon. Eric Evelyn; Premier Hon. Mark Brantley; and Nomi-
nated Members- Hon. Senator Jahnel Nisbett; and Hon. Senator Troy Liburd at the inauguration ceremony held at 

the Elquemedo T. Willett Park
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The Republic of 
China (Taiwan) 

Signs on as Double 
Diamond Sponsor 
for Sugar Mas 51

In an impressive ceremony on 
Monday 19 December, The Embassy 
of The Republic of China (Taiwan) 
was declared the Double Diamond 
sponsor of Sugar Mas 51. Ambassador 
Michael Chau-Horng Lin presented 
a cheque in the amount of EC$1.4 
Million to the Chairperson of the 
St Kitts Nevis National Carnival 
Committee (SKNNCC), Shannon 
Hawley.

This sponsorship to Sugar Mas 51 
represents Taiwan’s overwhelm-
ing support for St Kitts Nevis. On 
the attainment of Independence 
in 1983, The Republic of China 
(Taiwan) was the first country to es-
tablish diplomatic relations with St 
Kitts Nevis. Since then, the thirty-
nine-year-old relationship has blos-
somed into mutual benefits for both 
countries.

During that period, hundreds of 
nationals have benefitted from 

advanced Tertiary Education at var-
ious Universities in Taiwan includ-
ing past pageant contestants and 
soca artistes. Bilateral collaboration 
has included cultural exchanges, 
agricultural expositions, and infra-
structure development to name a 
few.

Chairperson Shannon Hawley was 
ecstatic with the major contribution 
to Sugar Mas 51. She stated, “With 
this being the fi rst full-format car-
nival since the pandemic, additional 
funds were needed to assist in the 
production of the overall event in or-
der to have the best Sugar Mas ever”. 

Ms. Hawley thanked Ambassador 
Lin for the enormous contribution 
and vowed to use the funds for the 
benefit of all stakeholders.

Sugar Mas got on the way on 
December 2 and will run through 
January 3, 2023.
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MSR Media Continues To Expand The 
Film Industry In St. Kitts & Nevis With 

The Purchase Of Their First Hotel
Basseterre, St. Kitts 

MSR Media Producer 
Philippe Martinez an-
nounced today the ac-
quisition of the Ocean 
Terrace Inn Hotel in 
Basseterre, St. Kitts 
from Ocean Terrace 
Inn Limited and other 

companies of the TDC 
Group of Companies 
(TDC). The oceanfront 
boutique hotel with 
breathtaking views 
of the Caribbean will 
be renamed “MSR 
Hotels Saint Kitts,” 
as the company con-
tinues to expand and 
build infrastructure 

for its film develop-
ment operations in 
the Federation. It also 
marks the first hotel 
acquisition for MSR 
Media, with plans to 
develop a hotel chain 
in the Caribbean. 

The deal was negoti-
ated with Earle Kelly, 

Chairman and CEO of 
TDC, one of the larg-
est companies in the 
country with opera-
tions in general trad-
ing, services, tourism, 
finance, insurance, 
manufacturing and real 
estate development.

MSR Media SKN 

recently complet-
ed production on 
the thriller Strictly 
Confidential starring 
Elizabeth Hurley with 
Damian Hurley mak-
ing his feature writing 
and directorial debut – 
the ninth film shot in 
the Federation of Saint 
Kitts and Nevis. Last 
month, Martinez an-
nounced that they will 
produce an additional 
35 movies over five 
years in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, making it a top 
filmmaking destina-
tion in the region.

Martinez commented, 
“We have a long-
term investment plan 
in the Federation 
and are extremely 
pleased to complete 
the purchase of the 
Ocean Terrace Inn 
Hotel with Earle and 
the wonderful team 
at TDC. Our beau-
tiful new boutique 
hotel, MSR Hotels 
Saint Kitts, will of-
fer an exciting hub 
of creativity for our 
clients and film part-
ners, will be enjoyed 
by tourists exploring 
the island’s gorgeous 
beaches and will also 
create new jobs and 
career opportunities 
in the Federation. 
We want to thank the 
Government for their 
dedication and sup-
port to help make this 
deal happen.”

Earle Kelly, CEO of 
TDC added, “We are 
very pleased to have 
finally successfully 
executed this deal 
for MSR Hotels and 
Company to acquire 
the OTI hotel and in 
the process create a 
home for MSR Media, 
which is doing a great 
job in establishing our 
Federation as a loca-
tion for film making 
in the Caribbean. 

The publicity that our 

twin islands have al-
ready received and can 
potentially receive in 
the future augurs  well 
for our tourism indus-
try and the country as 
a whole. We wish the 
MSR Group well and 
look forward to fur-
ther strengthening our 
relationship for our 
mutual benefit and the 
development of the 
Federation.”

Since coming to the 
Federation of Saint 
Kitts and Nevis a year 
and a half ago, MSR 
Media has produced a 
number of films and 
recently completed 
production on the ac-
tion film The Island 
starring Michael Jai 
White and Jackson 
Rathbone and the sci-
fi/action feature Black 
Noise starring Alex 
Pettyfer and Jackson 
Rathbone. 

Additional films shot 
in the Federation in-
clude the action-thrill-
er Us or Them starring 
Malin Åkerman, Jack 
Donnelly, Wayne 
Gordon, Nicole 
Bartlett, Celine Arden 
and Sam Cassidy; 
the romantic com-
edy Christmas in the 
Caribbean starring 
Elizabeth Hurley, 
Caroline Quentin, 
Nathalie Cox, 
Edoardo Costa, Hadar 
Cats, Downtown Julie 
Brown and Rafael 
Emmanuel Martinez; 
the romantic comedy A 
Week in Paradise star-
ring Malin Åkerman, 
Connie Nielsen, 
Philip Winchester 
and Jack Donnelly; 
the suspense thriller 
Assailant, direct-
ed by Tom Paton 
and starring Poppy 
Delevingne, Chad 
Michael Collins, 
Casper Van Dien and 
Jeff Fahey; as well as 
the comedy feature 
film One Year Off. 
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medical challenges and 
to rush home and com-
pete and then to win sil-
verware again. 

“The song ‘Can’t Miss 
It’ is about me not be-
ing here for two years 
and watching the 
bubble soca monarch, 
and wanting to be here 
- that is what the song 
stemmed from.”

He added that his ab-
sence is what put him 
over the top in the 
competition.

“The difference was me 

being away and people 
not seeing me for a long 
time, so they wanted to 
see what I had to offer, 
and I brought me. I was 
expecting two, but I am 
happy with one and the 
first runner-up 

“I haven’t sung in two 
years, and to come 
here and sing in elimi-
nation the first time I 
performed and to make 
the finals, and win the 
crown, was emotional. I 
have to big up my team 
and producers for help-
ing me to arrange these 
wonderful creations.”

Stadics and 
Bagnall take 
Soca crowns 

CONT'D
Cont'd from Page 9

Two Soca Monarchs on their thrones - Stadics (L) and Mr Bagnall
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PROPERTY FOR SALE
House for sale in 

Colquhoun’s Estate
Asking Price: $2.5 million USD

Contact: nevishouses@gmail.com
869.663.8910

Vacancy
SAND DOLLAR DIVERS LIMITED

Seeking: One Certifi ed Diver
Contact Information: 869-668-6732

Vacancy
Edwin Tailor

Needed one Tailor with 2 Years Experience
Contact: 765-6048

Vacancy
Looking for a salesperson for Jewelry 

store. Should have experience.
Please send your resume at du-

tyfreeglitter@yahoo.com

Vacancy
 Looking for salesperson for chocolate store. 
Should have basic knowledge of computers.

Please send your resume at stkitt-
schocolatefactory@gmail.com

Wanted

looking for massage therapist,pedicurist 
and manicurist,beautician, nail tech.Email 
your resume to chopshopskb@gmail.com

Vacancy
Good Taste and Value Jerk Spot

Helper
664-0818

Vacancy
Tru Vybz Island Prints

Position: Screen Printer
Time: Flexible/Part Time

Contact: +1 (869) 763-3137

Vacancy
Furniture Manufacturer

Need  a Carpenter
Contact:669-5321

Vacancy
Kubo Sushi

Sushi Chef & Kitchen Assistant
Two years experience

Email:kubosushi22@gmail.com

Vacancy
Sea View Farms

New River Estate
Seeking One Farm Worker

661-0135

Vacancy
Advance Building Maintenance System

Seeking: One Commercial Cleaner 
Contact Information: 

Abmsystemskb@gmail.com
Tel: (869) 663 8714

Vacancy
Divine Rentals

Lower Government Road
Assistant Manager

Must speak French & Spanish
Call: 661-8979

WhatsApp: 764-8979

House for Rent
3 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom at 
Brown Pasture Main Road

665-2970

House for Rent
SAND DOLLAR DIVERS LIMITED

Seeking: One Certifi ed Diver
Contact Information: 869-668-6732

WANTED
one goldsmith and 2 sales rep. 

Store name: RK Gems 
Store number 2, building 16

port Zante

Number 18697654857
Contact person hema persaud 
Email rkgemsint@gmail.com

Qualifi cations is experience in the re-
spected fi elds for at least 3 years

P Mall
Needed One Cashier
Contact: 661-3152

Suntones
Two Staff  Workers Needed

Contact: 469-1380

New Touch Barber Shop
Needed a Barber with 2 years experience

Contact: 660-7375 / 660-9510

PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

STONEY GROVE ESTATE
CHARLESTOWN, NEVIS

5,246.9 SQUARE FEET WITH 
DWELLING HOUSE

LIST PRICE EC$750,000.00
CONTACT: 667-7477

:469-5645

Property for Sale
House at Four Seasons Resort Estates

6-BR home on .46 acres of land
Asking price: $2.7 million USD

Contact: 869.469.1199 or
info@fsrenevis.com
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NRP cries 
foul over NIA 

elections; 
moving 
to court 

By Loshaun Dixon

The Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) is crying 
foul over the results of 
the recently concluded 
Nevis Island Assembly 
Elections - where they 
were narrowly de-
feated at the polls to 
the Concerned Citizens 
Movement (CCM) three 
seats to two - and taking 
the matter to court.

The NRP held a pro-
test on Sunday out-
side the Elquemedo T. 
Willett Park, while the 
CCM hosted their in-
auguration for the new 
Administration.

NRP is alleging that 
during the counting 
process, there were ir-
regularities of more bal-
lots being counted than 
those cast; family mem-
bers of those running 
for office were designat-
ed Polling Agents, and 
there were a number of 
discrepancies within the 
Voters’ List.

“Based on what has 
been revealed subse-
quent to the Elections 
and before the Election 
Results were revealed, 
the Elections were not 
free and fair,” NRP 
Leader Dr. Janice 
Daniel-Hodge said dur-
ing Sunday’s protest.

She claimed that they 
have seen enough 
evidence to raise their 
suspicions over the out-
come of the elections.

“There were a number 
of irregularities that 
would have contributed 
to much suspicion and 
mistrust.  The general 

sense is that the cur-
rent Government, right 
now, did not win the 
Elections freely and 
fair. We are asking that 
if we had free and fair 
elections, the outcome 
would be different.”

Dr Janice Daniel-Hodge 
said when they looked 
at the way the Election 
Results were trending, 
they felt that the people 
of Nevis were “ready for 
a change.”

“Unfortunately, based on 
what has come up, and 
based on the long delays 
in getting the results, it is 
clear for everyone to un-
derstand that the results 
and the outcome are not 
what the people of Nevis 
wanted and voted for.”

Rohan Isles, NRP’s 
Candidate in Nevis 
Three, also expressed 
concern with the way the 
Elections were handled. 

“We are always willing 
to accept defeat, what-
ever the case is. But we 
found that right after that 
[counting] there were 
some irregularities that 
happened during the day, 
and consequently as we 
observed the count. We 
have come here to really 
demonstrate and show 
the people of Nevis that 
voted overwhelmingly 
for us, that we are here 
for them.

“We just want this 
Government to know 
that we will not let these 
issues go lying down. 
We believe that there 
were some illegalities 
that occurred during 
the Elections period, 
Number Two as well.”

A section of the gathering at the NRP protest outside Elquemedo T. Willett Park

The NRP protesters ask questions with their placards
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Phillip implores police not 
to abandon DV victims 

By Loshaun Dixon 

Police in St Kitts and 
Nevis are being chal-
lenged by Minister of 
Gender Affairs Isalean 
Phillip to take mat-
ters of Domestic and 
Gender-based violence 
seriously, and respond 
urgently.

This comes after a so-
cial media video re-
vealed threats received 
by a young lady in St 
Kitts and Nevis by an 
ex-partner who also fa-
thers her child.

Speaking about the vid-
eo on Friday, Minister 
Phillip said the young 
woman was threatened 
by an abusive partner. 
In the video, the man 
can be seen and heard 
making threats to the 
woman, and using 
violent language while 
speaking to his son.

“I am aware, the depart-
ment is aware. We have 
already made move-
ments and have taken 
action to ensure that 
this young woman and 
her child are protected, 
and the person who was 
threatening her and her 
life is apprehended.”

She assured that the 
incidents of domestic 
violence and threats 
of that violence are 
taken seriously by the 
administration. 

“We responded and took 
action immediately. The 
police commissioner 
would have met with the 
young woman, and we 
are trying to make sure 
that she is protected and 
safe, and the individual 
is arrested and charged. 
You would have already 
heard of the commit-
ment we have to make 
sure we combat gender-
based violence and do-
mestic violence across 
the federation.”

She reminded me that 
the government recently 

amended the domestic 
violence legislation to 
make sure it’s more 
accessible for victims 
and survivors to gain 
protection orders and 
restraining orders, and 
that things can move a 
little swifter in terms of 
the system and process-
ing of incidents.

She added that they still 
have plans for training 
the police.

Phillip indicated that 
delayed responses and 
lack of confidence that 
the public and indi-
viduals may have in law 

enforcement may lead 
to lives being lost.

“We recognize this may 
be an area of challenge 
and for improvement. 
We recognize that, and 
that is why we do have 
in the budget, plans for 
training and improve-
ment. What I would like 
to see, is for all police 
officers to understand 
and recognize that it 
is not only the Special 
Victims Unit that needs 
to respond when we get 
these reports.”

She called for urgent re-
sponses from the police 

regarding these cases.

“We need to respond 
with urgency, and for-
ward the report to the 
Special Victims Unit 
there, intended to deal 
with these matters. In 
terms of being first re-
sponders, the expecta-
tion is if anyone reports 
a matter of domestic 
violence to the police, 
they are not left to 
wait two hours to have 
someone respond.

“We need to do more; 
do better when it comes 
to responding to keep-
ing people safe and out 

of danger. If you are 
in the community and 
know this is happen-
ing, don’t be afraid to 
call. It is happening too 
much.”

Since the incident was 
reported on social me-
dia, police have indi-
cated the matter was 
brought to the attention 
of Commissioner of 
Police Hilroy Brandy, 
and in a communique 
it was noted that “the 
threats made were 
very unsettling and the 
Commissioner immedi-
ately instructed Officers 
to move swiftly on the 

matter”.

“As a result of the ac-
tions of the Officers 
charged to look into the 
matter, on December 
16, 2022, 40-year-old 
Kelvin Taylor of Upper 
Fiennes Avenue was 
arrested and charged 
with two (2) counts 
of Making Use of 
Threatening Language. 
The offences occurred 
on November 28, 2022, 
and December 15, 
2022, respectively.”

Taylor has since ap-
peared before the 
Basseterre Magistrate 
Court on Monday, 
December 19, 2022. 
He received bail for 
$10,000 with two sure-
ties with the conditions 
that: 1) he should have 
no contact with the 
virtual complainant; 
2) he should not come 
within 100 ft. of the 
virtual complainant; 
and 3) he should report 
to the Basseterre Police 
Station daily. 

He is scheduled to 
appear before the 
Basseterre Magistrate 
Court on February 06, 
2023. 

The police have also 
reiterated its zero-
tolerance policy for 
all forms of domestic 
violence.

“The High Command 
wants to make it clear, 
once again, that The 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
has a zero-tolerance 
policy for all forms 
of domestic violence. 
There is also zero toler-
ance for threats made 
against the life of oth-
ers. We condemn all 
such actions, and when 
related matters are 
brought to the attention 
of the organisation, our 
Officers will do what-
ever is possible, within 
their powers under the 
law, to bring the perpe-
trators of these crimes 
to justice.”

Minister of Gender Affairs Isalean Phillip
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