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Govt. explores best options
for reopening of borders

By LoShaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis Dr.
Timothy Harris has indicated that authorities in
the Federation are planning on the best ways to
open the borders.
Although no decision had
been made on the reopening of the borders, Dr.
Harris said the decision to
close the borders was taken based on health advice,
as one way to contain
the spread of COVID-19
within the community,
and ultimately to prevent
the loss of lives
“Any decision to open the
borders will be based on
health advice.”
He said he was aware that
officials of the National
Emergency Operations
Centre are meeting and
are giving consideration
on how - and the protocols that must be in place
when we get to the point

it is deemed prudent - to
open the borders.
“The science is still evolving, and we are looking
at countries where the
borders have opened, and
part of the strategy must
be to minimize the occurrence of some of those
negatives to contain the
probability of any spread
as a result of the opening
of the borders.”
He said the government
will continue to work on
the matter and find the
best solution for the people of St. Kitts and Nevis.
“We expect that a proposal will come to the
cabinet, and after that
proposal from the technical team is considered by
cabinet, then a decision
will be made and the public will be advised.
“Everything we do, we
put the welfare of the
people first, and we have
to always strive for that

delicate balance between
people’s livelihoods and
people’s lives.”
He said they met at heads
of government level on
the opening up of borders
and trying to formulate a
common approach.

could be more difficult
than the first.
We appreciate that opening up of the economy is
important, and we have
had so far a well-managed
approach that has dealt
with that.”

lockdown to two days of
limited operations to four
days, to five days and
then seven days. We have
moved from a situation
where all entities were
constrained, to a situation
where every entity can
participate in some way
within the context of the

“Everything we do, we put the
welfare of the people first, and we
have to always strive for that
delicate balance between people’s
livelihoods and people’s lives.”
“There have been discussions on the level
of the OECS regarding
the opening of borders.
Everywhere the advice is
it must be done in a very
thoughtful way, and in a
way where one is careful; that the second surge

Dr. Harris reminded that
the government was
careful in the opening up
of the economy having
controlled the 15 cases of
COVID-19 that were confirmed in the Federation.
“We

moved

from

regulations in socio-economic life.”
He said the decisions
to open up have been
advised using local, regional and international

agencies.
“We are working and taking not only our council,
but are benefiting from
regional and other organizations that are making inputs on issues of
broader management and
broader control.”
The prime minister noted
that COVID-19 was still
a threat, and everyone
should continue to observe the protocols in
place.
“We will continue to advise people as we move
along to be very much
aware that COVID-19 is
still with us, to be very
much aware to wear
masks in public spaces, to
be very much aware that
social distancing is still a
requirement and part of
the new normal, and do
all that is necessary to
keep oneself healthy and
well.”
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Effects of Sahara dust and
symptoms of COVID-19 not
to be confused

By Monique Washington

With the plume of Sahara
Dust that surrounded
the region, Chair of the
COVID-19 Task Force
in Nevis, Dr. Judy Nisbett
advised that the effects of
Sahara dust and symptoms of COVID-19
should not be, but can be
confused.

Dr Nisbett said that the
dust will affect persons
who have allergies and
other underlying issues.
“They will develop
symptoms such as trouble breathing, sneezing,
swelling of the throat and
eyes, coughing, watery
eyes and stuffy nose.
Those people that are
asthmatic may be getting

Some of the symptoms
are similar, yes, and they
could be confused. But
with a good history and
with the current conditions that we are experiencing, a good clinician
should be able to differentiate between COVID-19
and the effects of the
Sahara dust. With a good
history, a good examination, COVID can be

The dust will affect persons who have
allergies and other underlying issues.
Because of the dust, the
Antigua and Barbuda
Meteorological Services
advised earlier this week
that “everyone should exercise caution, especially
sensitive groups such as
active children and adults,
and people with heart
or respiratory disease,
such as asthma, should
limit time outdoors and
restrict outdoor activity.
Also, keep windows and
doors closed, as much
as possible, and wear a
face mask, rated to filter
out PM 2.5, when going
outside.”

asthma attacks, and those
with chronic obstructive
pulmonary diseases will
also be affected. Some of
the symptoms of COVID
would be similar,” she
noted.
Nisbett said that while a
runny nose and coughing are symptoms of
both the Sahara dust and
COVID-19, people that
are affected by the Sahara
dust would not display a
fever.
“They may have some
difficulty
breathing.

ruled out, or the effects of
the Sahara dust could be
ruled out.”
Currently there are no active cases of COVID-19
in St Kitts and Nevis.
The Federation recorded
15 positive cases, but all
have since recovered.
There are 12 persons
who are quarantined in
a Government facility.
These people are nationals that are returning from
the USA and Antigua
and Barbuda. They will
remain in quarantine for
14 days.
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Unity! What Unity?

Examining famous quotes could be very inspiring at times.

take it.”

In talking about those of us who like to say that what we have, we got it on
our own, George Burton Adams dealt with that very nicely:

Many voters of St. Kitts and Nevis are in stock. They cannot bring themselves to believe that all the campaigning together as Unity really meant
nothing.

“There is no such thing as a ‘self-made’ man. We are made up of thousands
of others. Everyone who has ever done a kind deed for us, or spoken one
word of encouragement to us, has entered into the make-up of our character and of our thoughts, as well as our success.”
In St. Kitts and Nevis we talk a lot about unity, in fact we just started on the
second term of a unity government, but Stephen Chbosky describes unity
this way;
“And all the books you’ve read have been read by other people. And all the
songs you’ve loved have been heard by other people. And that girl that’s
pretty to you is pretty to other people. And that if you looked at these facts
when you were happy, you would feel great because you are describing
‘unity’”
And in the words of Theodore Bikel; “No doubt, unity is something to be
desired, to be striven for, but it cannot be willed by mere declarations”.
Mehmet Murat Ildan seemed to have had current St. Kitts and Nevis in
mind when he wrote;
“An honourable man is fair even to his enemies; a dishonourable man is
unfair even to his friends! Courage is an act of grace when it is not required; it originates from an inner necessity to honour, love, and cherish
people, and respect oneself. When you live with dignity no man will ever
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Although by Saturday morning June 6, a majority of seats were declared
for Unity, the country was without a government for more than a day.
Factions of Unity were banking on a loss for Hamilton, and Labour three
and the three from Nevis would form a government.
Was Dr. Douglas really in Nevis on Saturday ?
Did Grant and Powell go to see the Governor General on Sunday and if
they did, what was their mission?
Forget what politicians tell you. They are not concerned about what you
think or what you feel, or what you want to see happen. They are in it for
themselves
How else could it be when they all appeared on platforms saying how
united they are, and that Timothy Harris is the best prime minister ever,
yet hours after the election, they were scheming to pull the rug from under
him?

“ The greatest want of the world
is the want of men-men who will
not be bought or sold; men who
in their inmost souls are true and
honest; men who do not fear to
call sin by its right name; men
whose conscience is as true to
duty as the needle to the pole;
men who will stand for the right
though the heavens fall.”
- E G White

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 26th, 2020

ADVERTISEMENT
News
LOCAL
NEWS

Page:5

Candlelight Ceremony
for Fallen Youth

The procession during the candlelight vigil

Family members of Dante Samuel
By Petra Mc Sheene

On what would have
been his 27th birthday,
a candlelight ceremony
was held to honour the
memory of Dante Samuel
in his hometown of Old
Road last Saturday.
Samuel was the victim in
an altercation that took
place on June 2 in Old
Road, where he was fatally stabbed by an assailant.
An autopsy performed on
Samuel’s body showed
that he died as a result of
cardiac tamponade secondary to a single stab
wound to the left anterior
chest with heart injury.
In an emotional interview with The Observer,
Godmother of the victim,
Cherries Thomas noted
that Samuel was always a
happy child and it was a
very difficult moment for
the family.

“It is most difficult for his
mom, because she hadn’t
seen him in five years
and now she has to come
home to this,” Cherries
stated through tears. She
pointed out that his mom
just arrived back on the
island, and due to the fact
that she is in mandatory
quarantine, she couldn’t
be present at the candlelight vigil.
The candlelight vigil started in the vicinity where
the incident took place,
and family members and
mourners walked silently
to the Gyalhattan Club, a
short distance away from
where the ceremony took
place.
At the ceremony, family members and friends
gave short tributes about
the things they will remember and miss most
about Samuel.
Alhough the mother of
the victim was not present

at the ceremony, an audio
recording of her singing
a song to her son was
played, while a slideshow
was played which depicted photos of Samuel

relatives and friends.
“Dante was a free-spirited youth who always
had a smile on his face.
He was very helpful and

Cherries pointed out that
Samuel’s mom always
ensured that her son was
well looked after, because
she loved him very much,
and although she didn’t

“It is most difficult for his
mom, because she hadn’t
seen him in five years and
now she has to come home
to this,” Cherries stated
through tears.
from birth, and at different points in his life with
his parents, his godmother, siblings, and other

community-oriented and
he will be sorely missed,”
Cherries said.

live on the island, she
spoke to him regularly.
When asked what she

would miss most about
her godson, she responded that she would miss
his smile and how much
he cared about people
and the fact that he was
always happy.
Cherries noted that her
final words to Samuel
if given the opportunity
would have been,“I have
been there for you ever
since you were a baby,
and I love you like my
own child, and I will always remember you and
miss you.”
Among the mourners
were parliamentary representative Lindsay Grant
and many from the Old
Road community and
surrounding areas.
No funeral date has been
set as yet as Samuel’s
parents are in mandatory
quarantine.
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Cayon High Students excel
despite early closure

By Petra Mc Sheene

Despite the early closure
of schools in March, the
students of Cayon High
School have been keeping up with their education and keeping their
minds open and active.
Living up to the school’s
motto: ‘Not Quantity but
Quality’, students took
part in activities during
their time away from

students from different
schools, as well as adults,
took part in this event.
Past students of Cayon
High School, Blestina
Charles, and first former
Jahzarah Wilkes, were
among the many that participated. Wilkes placed
2nd runner up in the
adolescent category and
Charles was adjudged
the winner of the adult
category.

a woman who has made
an improvement in the
development of St. Kitts
and Nevis.
Iris Bertie, a third form
student who was mentored by her teacher Ms.
Ornette Henry, received
the 1st prize award with
her poem entitled ‘RatA-Tat-Tat. The poem was
written as a tribute to the
reigning Calypso Queen
and NextGen Extempo
Challenge Queen.

The Alliance Française hosted a
French singing competition via
online meeting app Zoom. Many
students from different schools,
as well as adults, took part in this
event.
school.
The Alliance Française
hosted a French singing
competition via online
meeting app Zoom. Many

The Department of
Gender Affairs organized
a poetry competition for
International Women’s
Day, with the focus being third form female
students, whose task was
to compose a poem about

One verse of the winning poem reads: A Miss
Independent that, hit the
female calypso monarch
like a ninja cat, snatching crowns off the heads

of women who felt they
deserved it and walking
away dropping lyrics like
a Shakespearian pundit.

In response to the poem,
Miss Independent posted
on her social media page
about how honoured and

grateful she felt, and encouraged Bertie to keep
going and inspire her
generation.
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Eugene Hamilton Hosts First Town
Hall Meeting

Hamilton cutting the cake with a Conaree resident
By Petra Mc Sheene

At his first town
hall meeting, held in
Conaree, Parliamentary
Representative
and
Minister of Human
Settlement,
Eugene
Hamilton,
expressed
thanks to residents for
their support at the polls
that led to his re-election
on June 5.

his first term in office,
such as the construction
of the National Heroes
Park, and having clinic at
the Conaree Community
Centre twice per week.
He noted that after seeing
the data that was collected
during clinic days, he saw
the need for Conaree to
have its own health centre, and assured the residents that will be a part
of his agenda during his

presentation
outlining
some of the plans that
they would like to see
happening in the community. Some of these plans
include afternoon homework classes for all ages,
starting a dance class, and
starting a community garden - where persons can
plant crops at the community centre, that would
help everyone in the community and provide skills

“When elections are done and the
decision is made, don’t be
bitter about it.
Hamilton stated that although persons differed
during campaign and
elections, now was the
time to come together for
healing.
“When elections are done
and the decision is made,
don’t be bitter about it.
Just come together, heal,
move on and build your
country, because your
country is greater than
each of us individually.
The things you aspire for
your country are supposed
to be greater than looking
after yourself,” Hamilton
told the audience.
He noted that a lot was
done in Conaree during

second term in office.
Hamilton said that he as
a minister, alone, cannot
do all that is needed to
be done in different communities, and he took the
opportunity to encourage
residents of the Conaree
community to put their
feet forward and step up.
In an interview with The
Observer, Hamilton stated that he is happy about
the meeting, as he is anxious to see how the community of Conaree will
put their ideas and plans
into action.
Community
activist Nydia Irish gave a

training for persons who
want to either develop a
skill or learn a new one.
“We have to work together to get things accomplished. We also
have to be deliberate in
our decisions about the
community and its culture. When we talk about
going forward and building the community, it’s
not for one person, but
the whole community,”
Irish pointed out in her
presentation.
Irish told The Observer

The words on the cake say it all
that she hopes to see
most of the plans are
implemented and followed through in order to
enhance the community,
and that the community
committee that is to be
formed can work together

to achieve the ultimate
goal of bringing the community together.
After the meeting, residents were given the opportunity to ask questions
and also have one-on-one

five-minute consultations
with the Minister, where
he also announced that
if persons did not get to
speak to him then, he is at
his constituency office in
Cayon every Wednesday.
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Elections Supervisor reflects on
challenges faced during poll

Supervisor of Elections Elvin Bailey addressing deficiencies on Election Day
By Loshaun Dixon

Supervisor of Elections
Elvin Bailey has given an
account for some of the
administrative deficiencies that took place on
election day, and highlighted some of the challenges they faced during
the poll.
Both the CARICOM
and local NGO Observer
Missions highlighted organizational and administrative deficiencies at the
June 5 poll, but noted they
were inadequate to affect
the outcome the poll.
Bailey thanked the
churches in St. Kitts and
Nevis for allowing them
to use their facilities
for the election. “If the
churches did not come on
board, I shudder to think
what would have happened in finding places to
conduct the poll.”
He admitted that all of
the polling stations were
not perfect, but it was the
best that could have been
organized.

“All of the stations were
not perfect, perhaps none
of them were perfect, but
it was the best we could
have done in the circumstances that we had.
Some were historically
used, some were brand
new. We increased the
number of polling divisions by seven from 121
in 2015 to 128.”

polling division.

Bailey said some of the
church facilities they had
planned to use could not
be used after the election was announced on a
Friday.

He said that was the reason some were as late as
they were in announcing some of the polling
divisions.

“The Elections took place
on a Friday. Part of the
churches and institutions
we dealt with were the
Seventh Day Adventist
Churches. We couldn’t
use those churches anymore because it would
have gone into their
Sabbath, and we are very
respectful of people’s
religious freedoms, and
we had to change at short
notice.”
He said another issue
they faced was polling
stations not being in the
geographic location of the

“We had to ensure the
polling stations were in
the correct polling division and in the correct
constituency, and we
erred initially in having
some of them outside
of the polling division,
which we had to correct
two days before the poll.”

The Supervisor of
Elections added that
COVID-19 and the State
of Emergency also posed
a challenge for some polling sites.
“We had therefore had
to do physical distancing. Some of the stations
that traditionally would
have been used were
more intimate than the
COVID-19 regulations
would have allowed, and
so again we had to go
back to the drawing board
to ensure that we met the
requirements.”

He noted that although
preparations started in
2019, some preparations
cannot happen before the
elections are announced.
“There is a minimum period given. In that minimum period, a million
things to be done. We
were able to do some and
unable to do others. I am
thankful your report indicates that mistakes that
would have been made
were not detrimental to
the process, and you saw
the effort to ensure the
electorate was able to
cast their votes in a timely
manner.”
He said the list to be used
could not be finalized until the date is announced,
because the list is contingent upon what date
it is - whether before the
15th of the month or after
the 15th – and that determines the voters list.
“Coming before the middle of the month that list
would be March 31. If it
was after June 15, the list
would have been from
April 30. So, you cannot
finalize the list, divide

it into polling divisions,
or place the polling divisions, until an announcement is made.”
He continued, “Until
there is a fixed date for
election, there will always be a fluidity that we
would have, and which
doesn’t augur well for
publication of list. We are
happy that the work at
the back office reflected
relatively positively at the
front office.”
Bailey spoke of allegations of interference,
indicating that he was
independent in his work.
“I am an independent
thinker. The Electoral
Commission by virtue of
the way it is structured...I
see it as being as independent as it can be in the
circumstances. We do not
have a budget. The budget is a Ministry budget.
If it is that the commission needs its own budget
to establish its independence, then I would hope
you make that recommendation. The way I

have operated, I have had
no interference to tell me
do this or do that.”
Bailey said he started
preparations in September
last year, with a public announcement for persons
interested in working for
the election to sign up.
He said he started a series
of meetings around the
country to prepare workers for the election.
“Based on that interaction, I selected certain
people who I thought
could move the process
forward, and I submitted those names to the
Governor
General.
According to the law, he
may accept them, he may
reject them. Some of them
he did not accept, some
were accepted. Does that
indicate
interference?
You will have to debate
on that. The governor
exercised his discretion
according to what the law
allowed him to exercise.”
Bailey said he had a public education campaign in
the years leading up to the
election.
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Business should
cease operations
by 10pm – Police
By Monique Washington

Head of the Nevis Division of the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis Police Force, Superintendent
Lydon David, has warned business operators that
businesses should cease operations by 10pm, to allow
workers time to get home before the 11:59pm curfew,
or they will stand a chance of receiving a summons.

have been home. However, those who would want to
stick it out for the last minute and rush home, they risk
the chance of being caught on the road during the curfew period and they could be summoned,” he warned.
He urged patrons, employees and employers to leave
establishments on time to avoid rushing home to beat
curfew.

Responding to The Observer during the Emergency
Operation Centre’s weekly press conference, David
noted that it is the responsibility of the employer to
ensure that he/she closes their business by 10 o’clock
as stipulated in the COVID-19 regulations.

“We are saying do not rush. When you are rushing
you can get into an accident, serious injuries or even
death. Govern yourself accordingly and make sure
you get off the street before the period kicks in,” he
said.

“Once they have done so, by midnight your business
should be fully closed and all of the employees should

Meanwhile, David also reminded bus drivers that according to the COVID-19 regulations, the wearing

of face masks, along with other stipulations, are still
ongoing.
“The regulations still speak to two persons in a row. So,
if a bus holds 14-15 passengers before the COVID-19
pandemic, then they would only be able to carry about
8-9 passengers now. Once the police are making vehicular stops and the buses are overcrowded, persons
are not wearing masks and the windows are not open
in order for fresh air to come in, then that bus driver is
committing an offence.”
David encouraged all bus drivers and ferry operators
to “comply with the COVID-19 regulations to ensure
that you do not commit an offence.”
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Winners announced for French
Singing Competition

Winner of the Adult Category, Blestina Charles
By Loshaun Dixon

Three winners have been
named in the different age
categories of the Alliance
Française St. Kitts and
Nevis #StayHome French
Singing
Competition
finale. The event was
streamed live via Zoom,
where some 300 individuals tuned in for the
competition.
The children’s category
was won by Vlad Bolfa
with 74.31%. He secured
the $500 cash voucher
prize. First runner up
went to Abigail Bazelais
with 73.44%, while Zaire
Williams was Second
runner up with 70.55%,
In the adolescent category, it was Mikaylah
Peets who earned the top
spot and a winner’s cash
voucher prize of $750,
with a total of 81.04%.
First runner up was
Tayshaun Phillips with
74.24%, while Jahzara
Wilkes was second runner
up with 71.52%.
President of the Alliance
Française, Kara Daly,
who chaired the event,
announced the winner of

the Adult section. Blestina
Charles achieved that
honour with 79.90%,
and was the recipient of
a $1000 cash voucher.
Hilary Ferguson took first
runner up with 79.54%
and Patricia Harris was
named second runner up
with 75.85%.
The competition was
hosted by Director of
the Alliance Française,
Marine Moncaut, and
featured presentations by
Permanent Secretary in
the Ministry of Education
Vincent Hodges who said
he was pleased by the
performances of all the
participants.
From May 27th to June
10th 2020, the Alliance
Française of St. Kitts and
Nevis received 26 videos
of participants: 5 adults,
11 adolescents and 10
adults.
The adjudicators were
Ms. Claudine Saunders
(French teacher), Ms.
Grace
Richardson
(Singer/song-writer), Mr.
King Socrates (Calypso
Monarch) and Mr. Gairy
Knight (Music teacher/
musician).

Director Moncaut previously told The Observer
that the initiative was
aimed at providing an
opportunity for children,
adolescents and adults of
the Federation to engage
in a fun and pedagogical
activity, while most of the
social and cultural activities are limited.
“The prizes of the competition were adapted to
support the participants
by providing cash and
vouchers for essential
products. This is a way for
us to use language, culture
and a positive initiative to
lift us up in this crisis,”
she had explained.
A list of 3 French songs
were selected and the jury
evaluated on the interpretation of the song, rhythm
and French pronunciation.
The French Singing
Competition 2020 was
supported by the Ministry
of Education of St Kitts
and Nevis, as well as the
Embassy of France to
the OECS member states
and Barbados, and the
IFLE (Integrate French as
Language of Exchanges)
Caricom Project.

Winner of the Adolescent Category, Mikaylah Peets
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Elections “free and fair”- NGO
Observer Mission concludes

From R-L: Pastor Rawlins, Archdeacon Isaiah Phillips, Mario Phillips and Rev. Cumberbatch.
By Loshaun Dixon

The local coalition of
Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs)
that formed an Observer
mission for June 5, 2020
elections, delivered their
report on the election
Wednesday, noting the
process was “free and
fair”, despite some organizational deficiencies.
Archdeacon Isiah Phillip,
General Coordinator for
the Observation mission,
said each Observer Team
member made reports on
very systematic and particular questions as they
were out in the field on
polling day.
“All of those reports were
submitted, and we compiled the results of the
reports and we had two
face to face debriefings
with all who were in the
field - one on Election day
itself, and the Wednesday
following the election
day we had the final debriefing - and out of that

we compiled the report,
and we also had the involvement of a consultant, in the person of Mr.
Augustine Merchant.”
The team was made up of
more than 50 members.
Mario Phillips, of the
Nevis
Evangelical
Association and Christian
Council, said the poll met
the requirement expected
for democratic elections.
“The polling day activities for the June 05, 2020
Federal elections in St.
Kitts and Nevis, as observed and reported on
by our observer mission,
to our reckoning, by and
large, met the commitments, and standards,
which we have come to
expect and associate with
democratic
elections,
for the process to be described as free and fair
and free from fear.”
He said the entire voting
process took place within
an atmosphere of peace

and non-violence.
“The patience, discipline,
and commitment displayed by the populace
as they stood in queues
for hours, or moved
around searching to ensure that they exercised
their franchise, demonstrated that the people of
the Federation are deeply
committed to casting their
votes within the context of
the democratic process.”
He noted that they also
observed administrative
and organizational deficiencies, but these did not
affect the outcome of the
elections.
“It is our view, based on
what we observed on polling day, during the casting
of ballots and at the counting of the same after the
close of the polls on the
day, that such deficiencies
did not affect the general
outcome of the elections.
Still, the said deficiencies
may have discouraged
some voters.”

Pastor P. Allister Rawlins
highlighted some of the
deficiencies, noting that
on polling day there were
unannounced
changes
to some of the published
polling divisions.
“This took place in
Tabernacle and Half Way
Tree. In St. Christopher in
particular, many polling
stations opened almost
two hours after the scheduled opening time. The
observers’ reports indicate
that generally electoral
officials acted impartially
and competently, but they
seemed at times to be uncertain as to whether there
were standard procedures
for some matters, such as
the administering and taking of oath when an elector was requested to vote
for another who could not
vote for him/herself.”
He said there were also
concerns at the length of
time for the counting of
the ballots.
“Following the close of

the polls, the counting of
the ballots and declaration of the results took an
inordinately long time,
in two constituencies
St. Christopher 1 and 8.
Especially in 8, the results
were not known for over
twenty-four hours.”
Reverend
Ericson
Cumberbatch, of the
St. Kitts Evangelical
Association, said the
Electoral Commission
and
Supervisor
of
Elections need to enhance
the public education process surrounding elections. He said attention
ought to be paid to the
voting process and the
recruitment of electoral
workers.
“The body/official (s) responsible for the choice
of workers to manage the
elections process - the
Electoral Commission and
Supervisor of Elections
- need to do much more
in the under-mentioned
areas: Ensuring that all
Electoral workers are

fully educated about and
trained to confidentially,
competently and impartially exercise their duties
throughout the election
process.”
He said election authorities ought to also ensure
that “polling divisions
and certified electoral
rolls are published well in
advance of polling day, so
that all stakeholders can
be fully informed of their
location of places for voting, the electors who are
registered in the various
polling divisions, and ensure that the counting of
ballots is conducted more
expeditiously and the
results declared without
any long and inexplicable
delays”.
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SKNOC touts
accomplishments
for 2020
Olympic Day
SKNOC President Alphonso Bridgewater
By Loshaun Dixon

originally.”

To mark the annual
Olympic Day observance, President of the
St. Kitts-Nevis Olympic
Committee (SKNOC),
Alphonso Bridgewater,
highlighted some of their
recent achievements.

He said athletes for this
programme would have
been provided some EC
$75,600 each, and now
with the Tokyo Olympic
Games having been postponed until 2021, the decision has been made to
extend the financial support to August 2021.

Bridgewater said although no SKN athlete
has qualified in any sport
discipline, the SKNOC
will continue to support
athletes and coaches.
“The SKNOC continues
to collaborate with the
athletes and their National
Federations and the respective coaches/trainers,
to ensure that there is
credible representation at
the Olympics and other
Games/Competitions.”
Bridgewater noted some
of the assistance that has
been provided to assist
athletes on their quest to
qualify for the Olympic
Games.
“For the period October
2019 through to June
2020, some seven athletes
on the Elite Athlete Tokyo
Assistance Programme,
have been paid a total of
EC $14,985 per month.
Five out of these seven
athletes are provided an
additional amount of EC
$2,700 each, as part of the
Tokyo Olympic Athlete
Scholarship Programme.
This latter programme
runs from January 2018
through to August 2020,

“The St. Kitts and Nevis
Olympic Committee expresses its utmost gratitude to its major partners,
the International Olympic
Committee/Olympic
Solidarity (IOC/OS) and
the Panamsports, for their
sustained financial support in this regard.”
Bridgewater also spoke
of the launch of the
SKNOC Renovation and
Expansion Project.
“This is essentially a
physical
infrastructure
project which renovates
and expands (by an additional 2321 sq. feet) the
current Olympic House
Headquarters of the organization; to create a total
of 3308 sq. ft.”
He said the project is
estimated at EC$1.5 million for the construction
phase, with an additional
amount for furnishings,
requisite ICT equipment
and landscaping, which
could put the overall total
to EC$2 million.
“The building will accommodate Administration

Offices, a Museum,
secretariat with rest
rooms, stationery and
filing cabinets’ room,
Secretary-General’s
Office, President’s Office,
storeroom, Board Room,
research room, kitchenette and cleaner’s room,
and facilities friendly to
the differently abled.
The SKNOC head said
the new building will
add to the aesthetic and
environmental value of
the area - that is becoming an Institutional and
Commercial Zone, and
the economic impact of
the construction.
“SKNOC is happy for
the opportunity, through
the construction of its
renovated and expanded
headquarters, to directly
employ dozens of workers in the construction
area, and some additional
10-12 in the professional
services area. You get
the picture? SKNOC
does make its contribution, in a variety of ways,
to the economy of the
Federation.”
He said the SKNOC will
also launch its Strategic
Plan 2021 to 2024 later
this year. “The SKNOC
further scheduled the
Launch of its Strategic
Plan (SP) 2021-2024
to fit into the prelude
of the Olympic Day
Celebrations. The completed draft of the SP
2021-2024 is expected
to be presented to the

November 2020 Annual
General Assembly for the
ratification/approval of
the general membership.
Bridgewater said the
SKNOC was also proud
that its nominee, Shawn
Seabrooks, was selected

from among the list of
other nominees from the
41 NOC Countries of
the Americas and PanAmerican Region to
pursue
post-graduate
studies (Master’s Level)
in Physical Education, in
Sochi, Russia.

“Seabrooks was one of
the two Sports Journalists
from St. Kitts and Nevis
who attended and covered
the PanAm Games, Lima
2019, on the invitation
and critical support of the
PanamSports.”
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Virus: Resurgent 1st Wave Hits Trump’s Red State Base,
Florida Sets Record, NY Imposes Quarantine
HOUSTON (AP) — A
coronavirus resurgence is
wiping out two months
of progress in the U.S.
and sending infections
to dire new levels across
the South and West,
with hospital administrators and health experts
warning Wednesday that
politicians and a tired-ofbeing-cooped-up
public are letting a disaster
unfold.
The U.S. recorded a oneday total of 34,700 new
confirmed
COVID-19
cases, the highest level
since late April, when the
number peaked at 36,400,
according to a count
kept by Johns Hopkins
University.
While newly confirmed
infections have been declining steadily in early
hot spots such as New
York and New Jersey,
several other states set
single-day records this
week, including Arizona,
California, Mississippi,
Nevada, Texas and
Oklahoma. Some of
them also broke hospitalization records, as did
North Carolina and South
Carolina.
“People got complacent,”
said Dr. Marc Boom, CEO
of the Houston Methodist

hospital system. “And it’s
coming back and biting
us, quite frankly.”
Stocks slid on Wall Street
as the news dampened
hopes for a quick economic turnaround. The
Dow Jones Industrial
Average lost over 700
points for a drop of 2.7%.
The broader S&P 500 fell
2.6%.
The virus has been
blamed for more than
120,000 U.S. deaths —
the highest toll in the
world — and more than
2.3 million confirmed
infections
nationwide.
On Wednesday, the
widely cited University
of Washington computer
model of the outbreak
projected nearly 180,000
deaths by Oct. 1.
California reported over
7,100 new cases, and
Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom said he would
withhold pandemic-related funding from local
governments that brush
off state requirements
on masks and other antivirus measures. Florida’s
single-day count surged
to 5,500, a 25% jump
from the record set last
week.
In Texas, which began

lifting its shutdowns on
May 1, hospitalizations
have doubled and new
cases have tripled in two
weeks. Gov. Greg Abbott
told KFDA-TV the state
is facing a “massive outbreak” and might need
new local restrictions to
preserve hospital space.
The Houston area’s intensive care units are nearly
full, and two public hospitals are running at capacity, Mayor Sylvester
Turner said.
Houston
Methodist’s
Boom said Texans need
to “behave perfectly and
work together perfectly”
to slow the infection rate.
“When I look at a restaurant or a business where
people … are not following the guidelines, where
people are just throwing
caution to the wind, it
makes me angry,” he said.
Just 17 percent of intensive-care beds were
available Wednesday in
Alabama — including
just one in Montgomery
— though hospitals can
add more, said Dr. Don
Williamson, head of
the Alabama Hospital
Association.
“There is nothing that

I’m seeing that makes me
think we are getting ahead
of this,” he said.
In Arizona, emergency rooms are seeing
about 1,200 suspected
COVID-19 patients a day,
compared with around
500 a month ago. If the
trends continue, hospitals will probably exceed capacity within
the next several weeks,
said Dr. Joseph Gerald,
a University of Arizona
public health policy
professor.
“We are in deep trouble,”
said Gerald, urging the
state to impose new restrictions on businesses,
which Gov. Doug Ducey
has refused to do.
Dr. Peter Hotez, an infectious-disease expert
at the Baylor College of
Medicine in Texas, said
he worries that states will
squander what time they
have to head off a much
larger crisis.
“We’re still talking about
subtlety, still arguing
whether or not we should
wear masks, and still not
understanding that a vaccine is not going to rescue
us,” he said.
The

Texas

governor

initially barred local officials from fining or
penalizing anyone for
not wearing a mask as
the state reopened. After
cases began spiking,
Abbott said last week
that cities and counties
could allow businesses
to require masks. So did
Arizona’s Ducey, who is a
Republican, as is Abbott.
Some business owners
are frustrated that officials didn’t do more, and
sooner, to require masks.
“I can’t risk my staff,
my clientele, myself, my
family and everybody
else in that chain just because other people are
too inconvenienced to
wear a piece of cloth on
their face,” said Michael
Neff, an owner of the
Cottonmouth Club in
Houston. He closed it this
week so staffers could
get tested after one had
contact with an infected
person.
North Carolina Gov. Roy
Cooper, a Democrat,
ordered people to wear
masks in public as the
daily count of hospitalizations and new cases
hovered near records. In
Florida, several counties
and cities recently enacted mask requirements.

In a sign of the shift in
the outbreak, New York,
Connecticut and New
Jersey announced they
will ask visitors from
states with high infection rates to quarantine
themselves for 14 days.
In March, Florida issued
such an order for visitors
from the New York City
area, where cases were
soaring.
The
U.S.
Justice
Department took aim at
Hawaii’s quarantine requirement for visitors,
saying it discriminates
against out-of-state residents. The Hawaii attorney general’s office says
there’s no merit to the
government’s arguments
and a related lawsuit
from out-of-state property
owners.
Cases also are surging in
some other parts of the
world. India reported a
record-breaking one-day
increase of nearly 16,000
cases. Mexico and Iraq hit
new highs as well.
But China appears to have
tamed a new outbreak in
Beijing, again demonstrating its ability to mobilize vast resources by
testing nearly 2.5 million
people in 11 days. China,
where the virus emerged
last year, reported 19
new cases nationwide
Thursday. While up
from the day before,
there was no sign of further geographic spread.
Worldwide, over 9.4
million people have
been confirmed infected, and nearly 500,000
have died, by Johns
Hopkins’ count.
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Local charges
not ruled out
as 13 illegal
Haitians
detained
By Looshaun Dixon

Thirteen Haitians have
been captured, and are in
police and immigration
custody, after they illegally entered the Federation
earlier this week. And
Commissioner of Police
Hilroy Brandy is not ruling out charges against
persons who may have
welcomed them.
On Monday, police announced they had arrested
10 Haitians in the Keys
Village area, with another
three on the run - they
were caught the following day.
Commissioner Brandy
said that to date, 13 have
been taken into custody,
and based on investigations and interviews, the
police had learnt that the
individuals arrived on
Sunday, and were in different areas in Keys.
He said charges may be
laid on some local people
in the area who may have
facilitated shelter for the
illegal immigrants.
“Our officers investigated; there will be likely
charges against people
who were harbouring
these persons in their
homes and not reporting
the matter to authorities.”
Brandy said they were
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still looking for two more
people, as investigations
proved that 15 had come
ashore at Keys on Sunday.
He said from inquiries it
had been determined that
they had left Dominica by
boat and dropped off in
Keys.
“This is not the first time
or the second time it has
happened, and we are
working to see that there
will not be a recurrence.”
He said plans are afoot to
better protect the borders
of St. Kitts and Nevis.
“The Ministry of National
Security is seeking to
purchase two boats from
overseas shortly, and
presently we are also investing in drones, so we
can survey our coastline
and be current to know
who are travelling our
borders. Soon you will
see the improvement in
our coastline.”
Chief
Immigration
Officer Merclyn Hughes
said on Monday that the
police would have executed a search warrant
in the Keys community
and found 10 Haitians in
a house and on the mountainside. She said they
were handed over to the
Immigration Department
as they had entered the
country illegally.

“So, they are illegal migrants; they are all males.
We found 10 early part
of Monday, and by the
evening we had 12, and
yesterday morning we
found another one. We
now have 13 adult male
Haitians in Immigration/
Police custody.”
Hughes said the police
and immigration continue
investigations, and made
an appeal to the general
public ‘if you see something say something’.
“We have been hearing
rumours over the last
few months that persons
are coming in by sea.
Our borders are porous,
we hear that all the time.
Sometimes getting in
can be a little easier than
for some countries that
do not have the nice lush
beaches that we do, and
so it is easy for illegal
smuggling and trafficking
to take place.”
Hughes said the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs was
informed of this activity
and will be in communication with the Foreign
Affairs Ministry of Haiti
to discuss what the next
step would be. She reminded that there is still
COVID-19 within the
region, and that the federation can be exposed to
a second outbreak by illegal means if the practice

The Haitians who were captured on Monday
continues.
“If persons are allowed to
enter our borders illegally,
we are leaving ourselves
open to any possibility. I am appealing to the

general public, we have
people living around the
coast throughout both
islands, so when you see
something that looks illegal, call and report it.”

Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Hazel Laws said that the
initial 10 detainees were
tested for COVID-19 on
Monday, and the other
three would be tested on
Thursday.

