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By Monique Washington

Bjorn Hanley, the Nevis 
Reformation Party’s 
(NRP) newest candidate 
for Nevis 10-St George- 
Gingerland in the upcom-
ing General Elections set 
for June 5, has given his 
commitment and readi-
ness to make the con-
stituency the envy of the 
Federation.

Hanley announced last 
year his wish to be the 
candidate for the NRP. 
However, shortly after 
his announcement Kelvin 
Daly, who will be repre-
senting NRP for Nevis 9, 

rejected his initial appli-
cation as being unrepre-
sentative of the area.

But recently, in a sud-
den change of opinion,  
the NRP has accepted 
Hanley and launched him 
as its candidate for the 
constituency.

Incumbent Parliamentary 
Representative for Nevis 
10 Patrice Nisbett gave 
Hanley the commitment 
of the Party and that he 
has their fullest support. 
Hanley serves on the 
Party’s executive as sec-
ond vice president behind 
Kelvin Daly.

Speaking with the 
Observer Hanley said, 
“The people and my 
dream to develop 
Gingerland into a better 

place, that we can live and 
work together, kept me 
motivated. I see so much 
potential in Gingerland, 
so many jobs we can 
create for the people. 
Running independently 
crossed my mind but I 
truly believe in the NRP. 
I love the party’s policies 
for empowerment and 
development.” 

During his launch Hanley 
gave insight into the 
“many jobs” he will be 
creating.

“I will create jobs in 
Agriculture. We will start 
with the Gingerland pub-

lic market. We will trans-
form that public market 
into a modern farmers 
market with a state-of-
the-art abattoir. We will 
do this to create a home 
for the farmers,” he said.

Other jobs include live-
stock farming at Indian 
Castle, crop farming 
on the mountain side in 
Rawlins, restoration of 
the Gingerland library, 
the building of  a ‘State 
of the Art” medical center 
and the plan to buy and  
restore Old Manor and 
make it a multi-purpose 
center. 

Hanley said that if elected 
that his first order of busi-
ness will be to open a 
quality constituency of-
fice with staff so that resi-
dents in Gingerland can 

have access to the repre-
sentative all the time. 

“Not everyone likes to 
call or message a minister 
for help.  So that is why I 
will commission a profes-
sional constituency office 
so we can help our people 
in dignity. I will encour-
age Gingerlanders to visit 
the office if they have is-
sues and we will take in-
formation and do our best 
to help,” he said.

Hanley will be facing 
the Concerned Citizens 
Movement’s Eric Evelyn 
in this election, a man 
Hanley claims has not de-

livered in Gingerland.

“My opponent, the CCM 
candidate I know does 
not have a plan and he 
cannot create any jobs in 
Gingerland. I know this 
because he served for 
32 years in Government 
and just over 3 years as 
a minister and he has not 
delivered anything of 
substance to enhance the 
lives of the people. 

“My view is that he is just 
someone looking for an-
other job without any in-
tention on doing anything 
to develop Gingerland,” 
he said. 

Both political parties on 
Nevis have revealed their 
candidates for Friday’s 
(June 5) elections. 

Hanley ready to serve Gingerland 

 “The people and my dream to 
develop Gingerland into a better 
place, that we can live and work 

together, kept me motivated. I see 
so much potential in Gingerland, so 

many jobs we can create” 

Bjorn Hanley, the Nevis Reformation Party’s (NRP) newest candidate 
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By Loshaun Dixon

Chairman of the National 
Taskforce against 
COVID-19 Abdias 
Samuel is imploring the 
general public in St. Kitts 
and Nevis not to get com-
placent in their conduct 
as business continues to 
open up in the Federation.

Samuel said the task force 
continues their work in 
accordance with regula-
tions and will continue its 
assessment of businesses.

“In the overview of busi-
nesses, you can see signs 
of progress in the physi-
cal distancing, distanc-
ing markers in places are 
improving and passenger 
buses continue to comply 
with the regulations.”

He thanked the associa-
tions and the responsible 
bus service operators for 

doing their part. “The 
approach is working and 
with the education and re-
visits I think the reinforce-
ment continues to help in 
the molding of the desired 
behavior we want from 
the bus operators and citi-
zens alike.”

Samuel noted that there is 
a “drastic drop” in people 

not wearing their masks. 
“I just want to remind you 
that wearing your masks 
is part of the regulation, it 
is important, it is critical 
you continue to do so.”

He said measures are be-
ing put in place as they 
prepare for the second 
wave.

“We have to reinforce 
these things because at 
the end of the day when 
the second wave comes 
these are some of the criti-
cal things, we would have 

to continue practicing in 
order for us to mitigate 
the impact of the second 
wave.”

He then made an appeal 
to civic minded citizens to 
continue to support the ef-
forts as they aim mitigate 
the impact of COVID19 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 

“Act responsibly as an 
exercise in civic duty to 
ensure that we remain 
resilient against this pan-
demic. It will come at 
a point in time we will 
have to open our borders, 
it will come at a time we 
will have to open up more 
and lessen the restrictions 
and it is going to come at 
a time when that second 
wave is going to arrive.”

Samuel predicted the 
second wave is going to 
be worse than the first.  
“Let us remain steadfast, 
vigilant and prepared to 
respond to that second 
wave when it arrives. We 
cannot approach every-
thing as if it is back to 
normal, we have to pre-
pare and be guided by the 
science and our medical 
professionals.”

Samuel urges vigilance and warns 
against complacency

“In the overview of businesses, you can 
see signs of progress in the physical 

distancing, distancing markers in plac-
es are improving and passenger buses 

continue to comply with the regulations.”

Chairman of the National Taskforce against COVID-19 Abdias Samuel
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When a child is born, the parent is asked to name the child. Sometimes one 
name is given, sometimes more.  Then, as the child grows, a nickname, an 
aka, an alias, a pet name is acquired.  Sometimes it’s the parent who issues 
the name, which, in old days, was considered a protection of the baby from 
evil spirits.

The surname is mandated by law. According to international norms, the 
surname follows the paternal line.  Thus, it is a given that the child carries 
the surname of the father, except where the name of the father is not listed.  
In times gone by, the Registrar was not allowed to list the daddy’s name 
unless he and the mother were married.  That changed after independence.  
Nowadays, if the male agrees, his name can be entered as the father.  That 
got rid of the stigma of illegitimacy, the concept of putative fatherhood, 
and enhanced chances of inheritances.

Thus it was that the patron for Culturama has a “right name” and an also-
known-as name. We congratulate her on this honour, and note that she did 
not set out to confuse. Others have.  

In today’s social media world, many persons have created alter egos behind 
which they hide and do mischievous work on line.  It took a while, but now 
these things have come under scrutiny.  The USA has decided that, when 
applying for a US Visa, one must declare all social media accounts over 
the past five years.  All.  Better not hide any either because they have ways 
of knowing!  Don’t try to erase or shut down accounts either, as the virtual 
handprint is recoverable.

While this may not “clean up” social media, it is certain to force persons 
to carefully consider what is put on line.   There is no hiding behind fake 
names anymore. Now more than ever, actions have consequences.
What’s in a name, fake or real?   Now we may get to know.  The USA is 
trying to protect itself from evil spirits.

The Right Name
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By Loshaun Dixon

Students who will be 
sitting regional exams 
will be returning to 
the classrooms as they 
are prepared to fin-
ish their School Based 
Assessments (SBAs), 
Internal Assessments 
(IAs) and are ready to sit 
modified CXC exams.

Minister of Education 
Shawn Richards indi-

cated that CXC made a 
policy decision in March 
to offer a modified ap-
proach for the regular 
May/June exams in 
2020.

“In this modified ap-
proach there would only 
be two components by 
which students’ final 
grades would be deter-
mined. The components 
are paper one-a multiple-
choice assessment and 
SBA and an alterna-
tive to SBAs for private 
candidates.”

Richards said that 
students’ overall 
grades for Caribbean 
Secondary Education 
Certificate (CSEC) 
examinations and 
Caribbean Advanced 
Proficiency Examination 
(CAPE) would be deter-
mined from two instead 
of three assessment com-
ponents. “This means 
that the SBA component 
would now be carrying 
a heavier weight than in 
previous years.”

He said it was impor-
tant to note that unlike 

previous years CXC 
has requested 100 per-
cent submission of 
SBAs and International 
Assessments for 
candidates.

“This is necessary be-
cause of the modified 
approach being used for 
where they will be no pa-
per twos and only paper 
ones for almost all sub-
ject areas.”

In light of the policy the 
minister of education 
said the decision to of-
fer a modified approach 
to assessment they must 
act in the best interests 
of students registered for 
CXC’s CSEC and CAPE 
exams

“To this end we at the 
Ministry of Education 
are currently working 
with the National Task 
force on COVID-19 to-
wards the issuance of a 
special provision which 
will allow students cur-
rently registered to sit 
CSEC and CAPE exami-
nations to receive direct 
teacher instruction to 
supplement current vir-
tual education modalities 
being utilized towards 
exam preparation.”

He said the proposed 
education provision for 
students sitting CXC ex-
amination is being made 
to support the completion 
of SBAs and practical 
components which are 
required elements of the 
modified CXC examina-
tions approach.

Richards explained, 
“The proposed special 
provision for limited use 
of educational facili-
ties for instructions will 
apply only to students 
identified by their insti-
tutions for supplemental 
exam preparation sup-
port. Thus, only students 
sitting overseas exams 
will be allowed access 
to schools and for the 
sole purposes of com-
pleting SBA’s and IAs 

and other examination 
requirements.”

Richards said schools, 
for the most part, remain 
closed for other students. 
“Beyond this provisional 
use of schools, I must re-
iterate that all education-
al institutions in St. Kitts 
and Nevis for regular 
instruction remain closed 
until further notice.”

Richards said a decision 
was taken recently with-
in the OECS in support 
of CXC examinations 
being administered in 
July 2020.

“This decision arose out 
of a meeting of OECS 
Ministers of Education 
who endorsed taking a 
unified approach to re-
gional examinations.” 

Richards announced that 
the end of year exams for 
all other students and the 
Test of Standards in the 
Primary Schools have 
been scrapped for this 
school year.

Students sitting regional exams to 
return to classroom

“In this modified approach there 
would only be two components by 

which students’ final grades would 
be determined”.

Minister of Education Shawn Richards 
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By Loshaun Dixon

The roll-out of the on-
line learning platform 
for schools has moved 
one step closer with the 
Ministry of Education  an-
nouncing  its plan to begin 
the technological support 
for students in need.

Minister of Education 
Shawn Richard said the 
continued education of 
students is being pursued 
through access to tech-
nology and internet con-
nectivity to students who 
do not have such access. 
“Currently, devices for 
students are on island and 
distribution will begin 
during the latter part of 
the week,” he said.

He said that the Ministry 
of Education is on its 
way to implementing an 
online education plat-
form ‘Microsoft Teams’ 
for the continued educa-
tion of students in the 
Federation. “The staff at 
all public schools were 
exposed to the training 
with about 96% of the 
staff participating in train-
ing sessions.” 

Richards noted that a digi-
tal device in the hands of 
every student is powerful 
vision, but  if the necessary 
technology infrastructure 

is insufficient, if teach-
ers are not provided with 
the necessary technology 
resources to aid students 
in the use of their own 
devices and if educators 
are not adequately trained 
in the techniques of tech-
nology integration for in-
struction and assessment 
in the classroom, then the 
plan will not propagate.

“Technology is not the 
sole answer for a child’s 
education, having a good 
teacher is more important 
and having supportive 
parents is equally impor-
tant. In support of our 
teachers we have secured 
400 laptops for loans to 
teachers who indicated 
they were in need of that 
technological support. 

“Further we have made 
provisions to ensure that 
the internet is made avail-
able in 700 homes across 
St. Kitts and Nevis for 
this critical period when 
students are away from 
the school setting.”

He said the ministry 
was in partnership with 
The Cable, Flow and 
Digicel installation of 
broadband internet has 
commenced in identified 
homes across St. Kitts 
and Nevis. “We all rec-
ognize that in this modern 

21st century economy 
technology helps and has 
never been more evident 
than now in the face of 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

The Education minister 
said the provision of de-
vices to both students and 
teachers is a necessary 
starting place to develop 
the virtual classroom. 
“However, to generate the 
transformational change it 
must be followed by mea-
sures to ensure uniform 
integration of technology 
in every classroom, pro-
vision of time for teacher 
learning and collaboration 
and use of technology for 
students for student online 
collaboration and coop-
erative learning.”

He said education offi-
cials are in the process of 
bringing students on to the 
platform to begin the vir-
tual transition. “Schools 
have been asked to sub-
mit student enrolment 
information so the virtual 
classroom space can be 
created for all schools 
in MS Teams. Schools 
who have submitted the 
required information will 
begin to use MS teams 
for teacher and student 
interactions.”

He said a virtual help 
desk with live agents 
have been established 

to answer any technical 
questions and provide 
troubleshooting for those 

getting acquainted with 
the platform.

Virtual Classrooms inches closer

Govt. set to distribute devices
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The NIa currently has a number  
of ongoing road projects.  

The Brown Hill road project is  
currently ongoing.

By Monique Washington

The island’s main road 
between Camps Village 
and Liburd Hill has re-
ceived a new look, a look 
the Minister in charge of 
Public Works says has 
nothing to do with the 
election.

The Observer contacted 

Minister responsible 
for physical planning 
Spencer Brand who noted 
that the road project had 
been scheduled to be done 
before the COVID-19 
pandemic. He said,“It 
really has nothing to do 
with elections. We had it 
scheduled. Maybe if we 
did it before COVID19 
maybe nobody would 
have said anything. This 
was to be done around 
the same time we were 

doing the street at Chapel 
Street.”

He said that Happy Hill 
Alley along with the 
road by the Anglican 
Church Rectory is also 
on the Nevis Island 
Administration to do list. 

Brand said the reason 
why the road was be-

ing done now is because 
Surrey Paving informed 
him personnel were avail-
able this week to prepare 
the road for paving.

“We have a long shop-
ping list of roads to do. 
The opportune time for 
them (Surrey Paving) to 
come was now. Yesterday 
(Tuesday) they came and 
milled the road. Before 
this week ends Public 
Works will come in and 

asphalt the road and it’s 
done,” he said. 

The NIA currently has a 
number of ongoing road 
projects. The Brown Hill 
road project is currently 
ongoing.  In November 
2018 the Craddock Road 
project began and now is 
in its final phase. It has 
been estimated to cost EC 

$4.8 million dollars. 

The first phase of Bath 
Village Road, which 
included a 1,650 foot 
project, was completed 
and cost the NIA EC 
$450,000. The second 
phase is still ongoing. The 
NIA recently completed 
a EC $6.7 million Island 
Main Road Rehabilitation 
and Safety Improvement 
Project from Cotton 
Ground to Cliff Dwellers. 

Brand-New road in Camps has  
nothing to do with the Election 

Road project at Camps to Liburd Hill
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) 
ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

 INVITATION FOR BIDS 

 The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the 
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight mil-
lion (USD 8,000,000.00) towards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the 
Project) and intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of this financing to eligible 
payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made only at the request of 
GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the terms 
and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits 
withdrawal from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or 
entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of 
CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No party other than GOSKN shall 
derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim to the proceeds 
of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through 
its Ministry of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET 
Project Coordinating Unit with delivering the Project. The Consultants have pre-
pared designs and contract documentation and will assist in tender administration 
and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the 
Construction of Advanced Vocational Education Centre. The works include, but are 
not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises mainly building works including the substructure and super-
structure along with their attendant ancillary components for the proposed two-sto-
rey reinforced concrete building. The project scope including complementary civil 
infrastructure, encompasses: 

• earthworks and excavation; 

• substructure (foundation and ground floor slab); 

• superstructure (columns, beams, walls, suspended floor slabs); 

• roof accessories (drainage and sealing); 

• finishes (tiling, doors, windows, ceilings etc.); 

• built-in furniture (worktops, cupboards, shelving); 

• services (electrical, plumbing, fire and air conditioning); 

• external works (staircases, access ramps, walkways, drainage and 
landscaping). 

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally 
incorporated or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in 
an eligible country and are either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide 
resident or residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate 
meeting these requirements; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided 
that it is legally and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law 
of an eligible country and otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB 
Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their 
bids establishing their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract 
if the bid is accepted.  Tender and qualification information are to be submitted 
in the English Language on the prescribed forms inserted in the Bid Documents.  
Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not demonstrate the 
prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will not 
be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for 
works in progress or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least one million, 
one hundred thousand United States dollars (USD 1.10mn);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of one hundred and 
eighty five thousand United States dollars (USD 250, 000.00); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years 
assignments of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project 
activity within the last three (3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted 
should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the address below, at 
no charge.  Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written ap-
plications must be clearly marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Construction 
of Construction of Advanced Vocational Education Centre (AVEC)”, along with the 
name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding Documents 
are being requested. The bidding documents will be distributed via email. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Construction of 
Gingerland Secondary School, Nevis (Technical Wing)”, must be received at the 
address below not later than 4:00 pm on 14th July 2020.  Bid opening will take 
place on 15th July 2020, at the AVEC in the presence of bidder’s representatives who 
choose to attend at 11:00 am.  Qualification information only must be simultaneously 
submitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on June 15, 2020, 
at the Advanced Vocational Education Centre at 9:30 a.m.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, re-
serves the right to accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all 
bids, at any time prior to award of contract, without thereby incurring any liability to 
the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obligation to inform the affected prospec-
tive bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET Enhancement Project, 
action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs incurred by 
any bidder in the preparation of bids.

    Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission 
and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1878/1106 

GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

INVITaTIoN For BIDS 
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By Petra Mc Sheene

Senator Akilah Byron-
Nisbett has been nominat-
ed as a candidate for the 
People’s Labour Party-
Team Unity coalition to 
contend June 5 for a seat 
in parliament held by 
Labour Party candidate 
Konris Maynard.

Speaking to the media, 
Senator Byron-Nisbett 
said the best way to 
change things  in her con-
stituency was by stepping 
into a political leadership 
role that will give her 
the opportunity to make 

desired changes 

Byron-Nisbett has been 
serving as a non-elected 
Senator in the National 

Assembly and as Deputy 
Speaker. This is her first  
nomination to be an elect-
ed candidate.

When asked about some 
of her upcoming plans 
in terms of development, 

she pointed out, “It’s im-
portant for me to have 
a ground up approach. 
Constituency number 3 
has long been neglected 

and we have not seen 
things such as upgrading 
to play fields.”

The Senator told the me-
dia that there were still 
communities in the con-
stituency that were living 

without infrastructure, 
roads and water.  She 
claims people are still liv-
ing at a level of poverty 
that should not be in 2020. 

“I am going to do my 
best by the people of 
number 3 to ensure that 
these things are recti-
fied. I am confident that 
number 3 is ready for a 
change and come the 6 of 
June, we will have a new 

representative,” Byron-
Nisbett said confidently. 

Being the first time nomi-
nee, Byron-Nisbett said 
that she was familiar with 
the procedure as she once 
nominated a candidate 
in her younger years. 
She went on to express 
her excitement in being 
nominated as the fight 
starts now to ensure that 
West Basseterre gets the 
representation that they 
deserve. 

Senator stated that being 
out in the field visiting 
persons, talking, listening 

and having one-on-ones 
at her office has given 
her the confidence to say 
that the atmosphere is 
clear, ready and right for 
change. 

Senator Byron-Nisbett 
was nominated as candi-
date for St. Christopher 3 
by two registered voters 
and upon leaving the St. 
Johnson’s Community 
Centre, supporters and 
well-wishers of the can-
didate, PLP and the Team 
Unity did a short walk 
back to the campaign 
office.

Akilah Byron-Nisbett Pledges to 
Make Changes in Constituency 3

“I am going to do my best.”
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about 1,000 non-nationals  
benefited from the reduction. 

By Monique Washington

The Nevis Island 
Administration, for the 
second time in two years, 
is offering amnesty and 
fee reductions to non-
nationals who will be 
renewing their work per-
mit and residencies.

The Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley made the 
announcement this past 
weekend noting that his 
government is “aware” 
of the “hardship” people 
are experiencing due to 
the COVID-19.

“As we engage with our 
people, we have been 
listening, and so today I 
have been authorized by 
the Cabinet of the Nevis 
Island Administration to 
advise the following ad-
ditional measures to pro-
vide further relief to our 
people….We have heard 
the cries of our non-na-
tional community, and so 
have agreed an amnesty 
for non-nationals for 90 
days and reduction on 
work permit fees from 

$2,500 to $1,000 and res-
idency fees from $1,500 
to $750 for the next 90 
days,” he said.

It was about two-years-
ago the NIA undertook 
a multimillion dollar loss 
in revenue by granting 
a four-month-long am-
nesty period to non-na-
tionals residing on Nevis 
who were in arrears of 
payment for work per-
mits, annual residency, 
school attendances, stu-
dent visas and visa ex-
tensions in an effort for 
them to be regularize. 

About 1,000 non-nation-
als benefited from the 
reduction. The Premier 
noted then that the gov-
ernment would  be tak-
ing a loss in revenue as 
the figure is way into the 
million-dollar mark.

In addition to the am-
nesties, the NIA is also 
offering the removal of 
VAT and all duties on 
laptops and tablets for 90 
days.

“As our students and 
teachers move to online 
platforms for educa-
tion over the next few 
months, we are aware 
that some families are 
upgrading their laptops 
and tablets and deciding 
to purchase this equip-
ment abroad. To partner 
with them, the Cabinet 
has removed all du-
ties, VAT [Value Added 
Tax] and service charge 
on laptops and tablets 
for the next 90 days,” 
Brantley said.

Brantley invited the non-
national community to 
take advantage of this 
concession during the 
90-day window and reg-
ularize their status and 
also urged “Nevisians 
and residents alike to 
continue to be vigilant 
and to continue to take 
every precaution as 
we continue to ensure 
that our island remains 
COVID free.” 

NIa offering 
amnesty  

to  
non- 

nationals
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red Cross  
receives aid 

in effort  
to fight  

CoVID-19
By Monique Washington

The Nevis branch of 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Red Cross Society has 
received a substantial 
amount of contributions 
in cash and food from 

non-profit organizations, 
residents and businesses 
aimed at assisting those 
directly affected by the 
COVID-19.

The Observer spoke with 
Branch Director of the 
Red Cross, Nevis nurse, 
Roxanne Brookes who 
explained ways the Red 
Cross will be assisting 
affected people  in Nevis 
with the funds. 

“We are currently re-
sponding to the National 
response in the fight 
against COVID-19. 
Initially we were geared 
up for the health compo-
nent, thankfully we are all 
blessed.

In the absence of a disas-
ter she explained, “So, 
we are assisting persons 
who would have lost their 
jobs due to COVID and 
who have dependents 
and are out of work and 
are having difficulties. 

We are using the mon-
ies donated for providing 
specifically groceries and 
food supplies in the Nevis 
communities.” 

She noted that a number 
of organizations have 
given generously to their 
cause.

“The Returning Nationals 
of Nevis Society has do-
nated EC$4000 to the Red 
Cross Nevis branch. The 
donation was presented 
by George Hendrickson 
and Ruth Powell. The 
donation was accepted by 
Phylicia Walters branch 
deputy.” 

The Returning Nationals 
Society comprises 

Nevisians who have re-
sided overseas. Most of 
the members lived in the 
United States and the 
United Kingdom. Any 
Nevisian over 18 can join 
the society. The group 
raises money throughout 

the year, and then returns 
those funds to the com-
munity in different forms.

She added that the Rams 
Group of Companies 
also made a donation to 
the Nevis Red Cross by 
supplying food and gro-
ceries supplies. Patrick 
and Caroline Hellman, 
expatriates who reside in 
Nevis made a large finan-
cial donation.

Brookes said the funds 
and food will assist per-
sons who were directly 
impacted by COVID-19. 
Brookes took the opportu-
nity to thank all those who 
contributed the Red Cross 
Nevis branch response to-
wards COVID-19.

The returning Nationals of Nevis Society 
has donated EC$4000 to the red Cross 
Nevis branch

Returning Nationals of Nevis Society ...to the Red Cross Nevis 
Branch . Presented by Mr George Hendrickson & Mrs. Ruth 

Powell .Ms. Philicia Walters Branch Deputy accepting
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By Annan Boodram – 
The Caribbean Voice

Suicide is the second 
leading cause of death 
among 15-29-year old 
globally. Moreover, it is 
estimated by WHO that 
at least 25 attempts are 
made for every complet-
ed teen suicide.

Teenage years, or adoles-
cence in itself has been 
identified as a crucial 
period, considering the 
rapid changes as a part of 
the developmental phases 
itself, coupled with deal-
ing with the transition 
from childhood into 
the next developmental 
phase of life, bringing 
with it inherent anxieties, 
and confusions regarding 
the formation of identi-
ties, dealing with rela-
tionships and their own 
self-concepts. Within 
such a context, it is not 
surprising to understand 
the susceptibility of the 
youth towards experienc-
ing high stress levels.

Warning signs

Suicide among teens 
often happens after a 
stressful life event, such 
as problems at school, a 
breakup with a boyfriend 
or girlfriend, the death of 
a loved one, a divorce, 
or a major family con-
flict. Adolescence is also 
a time of sexual identity 
and relationships and a 
need for independence 
that often conflicts with 
the rules and expectations 
set by others.

Young people with mental 
health problems — such 
as anxiety, depression, 
bipolar disorder, or in-
somnia — are at higher 
risk for suicidal thoughts. 
Teens going through ma-
jor life changes (parents’ 
divorce, moving, a par-
ent leaving home due to 
military service or paren-
tal separation, financial 
changes) and those who 
are victims of bullying are 
at greater risk of suicidal 
thoughts.

The following are warn-
ing signs of adolescents 
who may try to kill 

themselves: 

·      change in eating and 
sleeping habits 

·      withdrawal from 
friends, family, and regu-
lar activities 

·      violent actions, rebel-
lious behavior, or running 
away 

·      drug and alcohol use

·      marked personal-
ity changes, includ-
ing  neglect of personal 
appearance 

·      persistent boredom, 
difficulty concentrating, 
or a decline in the quality 
of schoolwork 

·      frequent complaints 
about physical symptoms, 
often related to emotions, 
such as stomachaches, 
headaches, fatigue, etc. 

·      not tolerating praise or 
rewards 

·      talking about suicide 
or death in general in-
cluding giving hints that 
they might not be around 
anymore

·      talking about feeling 
hopeless or feeling guilty

·      writing songs, poems, 
or letters about death, 
separation, and loss

·      giving away treasured 
possessions to siblings or 
friends

·      engaging in risk-tak-
ing behaviors

·      having signs of psy-
chosis (hallucinations or 
bizarre thoughts) 

·      refusal to talk,

·      difficulty coping with 
stress or grief,

·      self-mutilation 
through cutting, burning, 
and so on.

Role of Family in pre-
venting suicide

Some years ago a young 
man died in the streets. 
A sibling disclosed at 

the wake that the brother 
would occasionally spend 
time by her home as he 
was living in the streets. 
On that night the young 
man called his sister 
around two or three in 
the morning requesting 
to drop by her. She told 
him that it was very late 
and she needed to sleep, 
so he could drop by in 
the morning, as he knew 
where the spare key was 
kept. Next morning they 
learnt of the suicide of 
the young man but told 
the public that he died 
by a drug overdose. That 
young man, who came 
from an affluent fam-
ily and whose father was 
well known in the com-
munity, was in the streets 
because of differences 
with a parent.

Also, some years ago, a 
young lady, again from 
an affluent family, died 
by suicide.  Both her par-
ents were highly quali-
fied professionals whose 
college student daughter 
had apparently failed to 
maintain her straight A’s 
during the semester prior 
to her death. This appar-
ently angered her parents 
who let their daughter 
know how they felt. This 
exchange was the trigger 
for the suicide.

These two incidents high-
light the fact that families 
often drive teens suicide. 
Yet, given that that young-
sters spend more time at 
home than anywhere else, 
families are in the best po-
sition to identify warning 
signs and seek help for at 
risk members. In effect, 
parents must always be 
alert to what’s happening 
in the lives of their teen-
agers; they should always 
find out how their teenag-
ers are doing and if any-
thing’s bothering them.

Some adults feel that kids 
who say they are going 
to hurt or kill themselves 
are “just doing it for at-
tention.” It’s important 
to realize that if teens are 
ignored when seeking at-
tention, that may increase 
the chances of them 
harming themselves. 
Thus it’s important to see 

warning signs as serious, 
not as “attention-seeking” 
to be ignored. And in ad-
dressing any problems 
parents must not use lan-
guage that would alien-
ate their teenagers, make 
them feel unloved and 
unwanted, make them 
act in anger and/or haste 
or make them feel, alone 
and lonely.

It’s important to try to 
keep the lines of commu-
nication open and express 
your concern, support, 
and love. If your teen 
confides in you, show 
that you take those con-
cerns seriously. A fight 
with a friend might not 
seem like a big deal to 
you in the larger scheme 
of things, but for a teen 
it can feel immense and 
consuming. It’s important 
not to minimize or dis-
count what your teen is 
going through, as this can 
increase his or her sense 
of hopelessness.

If your teen doesn’t feel 
comfortable talking with 
you, suggest a more 
neutral person, such as 
another relative, a clergy 
member, a coach, a 
school counselor, or your 
child’s doctor.

Some parents are reluc-
tant to ask teens if they 
have been thinking about 
suicide or hurting them-
selves. Some wrongly 
fear that by asking, they 
will plant the idea of sui-
cide in their teen’s head. 
It’s always a good idea 
to ask, even though do-
ing so can be difficult. 
Sometimes it helps to ex-
plain why you’re asking. 
For instance, you might 
say: “I’ve noticed that 
you’ve been talking a lot 
about wanting to be dead. 
Have you been having 
thoughts about trying to 
kill yourself?”

As well parents should 
not impose their views 
about how things should 
be on their teenagers 
since the issues parents 
faced when they were 
growing up and the en-
vironment of those time 
are not quite the same as 
what exists today. Among 

other things, parents 
have to work towards the 
following:

Ø Cutting down, if not 
eliminating nagging and 
lecturing which gener-
ally cause children to 
stop listening to what 
is being said and to be-
come resentful as well. 
Keep conversations brief, 
don’t repeat things too 
often and if necessary, 
develop a set of conse-
quences with children 
so they take ownership 
for their behavior and 
actions and embrace the 
consequences;

Ø Desist from interrupt-
ing when children are 
expressing themselves so 
they feel what they have 
to say is given value;

Ø Do not be directly 
critical of children. If nec-
essary enter into a discus-
sion about behavior and/
or actions and work with 
children to understand 
where they may have 
been wrong and what 
would be better options;

Ø  Absolutely do not keep 
dwelling on the past, as 
children need to know 
that they can start over 
with a clean slate. If a pat-
tern develops then maybe 
have a supportive and car-
ing family intervention;

Ø Desist from trying to 
control children through 
guilt because this is a sure 
way to negatively affect 
relationships and chil-
dren’s self esteem as well;

Ø Do not use sarcasm as 
this can have negative ef-
fects on children in many 
ways;

Ø Work with children 
to help them solve their 
problems, instead of im-
posing solutions as this 
can lead to resentment. 
Offer guidance and scope 
for them to find solutions 
as children need to learn 
by themselves and know 
that they are capable and 
trusted;

Ø Never put down chil-
dren, even as a joke. 
This can lead to children 

feeling rejected, unloved 
and inadequate.

Ø Never use threats as 
these can lead to children 
feeling powerless and 
resentful.

Seek  help

With respect to rela-
tionships, especially if 
pregnancy is involved 
parents must reach out for 
assistance to ensure that 
their teenagers are safe. 
Remember that ongoing 
conflicts between a parent 
and child can fuel the fire 
for a teen, who is feeling 
isolated, misunderstood, 
devalued, or suicidal. Get 
help to air family prob-
lems and resolve them in 
a constructive way. Also 
let the mental health pro-
fessional know if there is 
a history of depression, 
substance abuse, family 
violence, or other stresses 
at home, such as an on-
going environment of 
criticism.

If your teen refuses to go 
to the appointment, dis-
cuss this with the mental 
health professional — 
and consider attending 
the session and working 
with the clinician to make 
sure your teen has access 
to the help needed. The 
clinician also might be 
able to help you devise 
strategies so that your 
teen will want to get help.

Remember also to never 
make excuses or pass the 
buck by blaming others 
– friends, girlfriends or 
boyfriends, other families 
and so on. Regardless of 
what they may or may not 
have done getting help 
for your child should be 
the focus, first, last and 
always.

The Caribbean Voice 
offers free counsel-
ing. Please email us at 
caribvoice@aol.com or 
thecaribbeanvoiceinc@
gmail.com; What’s App 
646-461-0574 or 592-
621-6111. Also check 
out our website at www.
caribvoice.org for more 
information.

Suicide and the Young
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Trump Silent on US Virus Death 
Toll, His Son lauds Stock Market

Donald Trump remained 
silent on the death of more 
than 100,000 Americans 
from Covid-19 as the US 
mourned the milestone, 
and South Korea consid-
ered a return to further 
restrictions after record-
ing its biggest one-day 
increase in nearly two 
months.

The president made no 
comment on Twitter 
about the momentous 
day, but used the platform 
to attack tech companies 
for trying to censor him, 
a day after Twitter put a 
fact-check warning on 
one of his claims.

It came as South Korea 
reported 79 new corona-
virus infections, with 67 
of them from the Seoul 
metropolitan area, home 
to about half of the coun-
try’s population of 51 
million.

The recent rise underlined 
the risks that come with 
relaxing social distancing 
rules, as countries seek 
to breathe life into their 
struggling economies. 
On Thursday the Bank of 
Korea said the economy 
was expected to suffer its 
first contraction since the 
1990s, shrinking 0.2%. In 
February it was forecast 
to grow by 2.1%.

As US deaths from 
Covid-19 topped 100,000 
and infections neared 1.7 
million, White House of-
ficials said Trump would 
sign an executive order 
on Thursday that could 
threaten punishment on 
social media companies, 
sparking a fall in the share 
prices of both Twitter and 
Facebook.

“Big Tech is doing every-
thing in their very consid-
erable power to CENSOR 
in advance of the 2020 
Election. If that happens, 
we no longer have our 
freedom. I will never let it 
happen!” he tweeted late 
on Wednesday night.

Eric Trump, the presi-
dent’s son, also attracted 
criticism for ignoring the 
coronavirus fatalities, 
instead tweeting about 
the day’s stock market’s 
surge.

New York has been the 
worst-affected American 
state, with just under 
30,000 deaths, with 
New Jersey in second on 
11,339 and Massachusetts 
in third on 6,547, accord-
ing to the Johns Hopkins 
tracker.g

Globally there have been 
more than 355,600 deaths 
and nearly 5.7 million 

infections.

In South Korea, at least 
68 of the 79 new cases 
are believed to have been 
domestically acquired. 
They come as authorities 
have been struggling to 
contain an cluster linked 
to a logistics centre in 
Bucheon, 25km to the 
west of Seoul.

In neighbouring North 
Korea, Britain shut its 
embassy temporarily 
and withdrew all its dip-
lomats, as Pyongyang 
maintained strict entry 
controls to try to prevent 
a coronavirus outbreak.

With the centre of the 
pandemic shifting to 
Latin America, Brazil 
passed 400,000 infec-
tions on Wednesday, 
jumping from 391,222 
cases to 411,821 in a day. 
So far more than 25,000 
Brazilians have died from 
Covid-19.

The UN World Food 
Programme warned late 
on Wednesday that 14 
million people could go 
hungry in Latin America 
because of the pandemic 
as the crisis crippled efor 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean. “It is what 
we are calling a hunger 
pandemic.”
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THE ST. KITTS aND NEVIS 
ECONOMY – A RECORD  

OF OUTSTANDING 
aCHIEVEMENTS

By  
Everson W. Hull Ph.D

On June 5th, 2020, the 
People of St. Kitts and 
Nevis will go to the polls 
to render their judgment 
as to who would lead the 
Nation for the next five 
years.  They will exercise 
their fundamental right 
to be “Free to Choose” 
who best serves their in-
terests.  Many will make 
their decisions based 
on pocketbook issues 
that affect their ability 
to feed and clothe their 
families and pay their 
mortgage or rental rates 
on time.  Professionally 
trained in the discipline of 
Econometrics, I consider 
it my duty to report to the 
Nation that, “The State of 
the Union is Good.”  To 
this end, a comparative 
appraisal of the perfor-
mance scorecard of St. 
Kitts and Nevis relative 
to its 34-member peers 
in the OAS Western 
Hemispheric region is 
instructive. 

It is with enormous pride 
that I report that St. Kitts 
and Nevis, the smallest 
independent state in the 
Western Hemisphere, 
stands close to the Head 
of the class and ranks 
third in GDP per capita.  
Setting aside the USA 
and Canada, which are 
not in our peer group, 
the World Bank reports 
that in 2018, only the 
Bahamas (US$32,088) 
and Trinidad and Tobago 
(US$32,015) had a higher 

level for GDP per capita 
than St. Kitts and Nevis 
(US$30,208).  Put differ-
ently, St. Kitts and Nevis, 
in pursuit of its announced 
“Prosperity Agenda” 
stands tall among the 
vast majority of coun-
tries in South America 
and Central America and 
the Caribbean in provid-
ing for the welfare of its 
people.

The performance record 
is substantially influ-
enced by discretionary 
fiscal policies that have 
shunned punitive taxes, 
creating a business envi-
ronment that fosters an 
inflow of revenues that 
support household and 
business expenditures, 
the two dominant pillars 
on which our economy 
stands.  The eight years of 
punitive and largely con-
tractionary US fiscal poli-
cies stunted the growth of 
the U.S. economy, con-
straining its growth to 1.6 
percent per annum, the 
lowest of any presidential 
term of the last 66 years.  
This contractionary U.S. 
policy has been replaced 
by an expansionary fiscal 
policy of non-punitive tax 
cuts and reduced levels of 
burdensome government 
regulations.    

The resultant effects have 
been extraordinary.  The 
pre-pandemic benefits 
are revealed in an all-time 
record low rate of unem-
ployment in the U.S. of 

4.0 percent, the lowest 
rate recorded in 66 years 
with all minority groups 
of Blacks and Hispanics 
reporting the lowest rates 
of unemployment ever 
recorded for these cohort 
groups.

In response, US dispos-
able income and, in turn, 
household and business 
expenditures which com-
bined to account for 85 
percent of the U.S. econo-
my in 2019, do what they 
have always done when 
they receive a windfall 
gain in income.  They 
either spend it, save it, or 
give it away in the form of 
charitable donations.  We 
in St. Kitts and Nevis are 
the direct beneficiaries of 
increased U.S. spending 
on leisure travel. 

The Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank reports that 
the number of visitors 
to St. Kitts and Nevis 
soared to 1.3 million in 
2018.  There was a record 
number of stay-over visi-
tors with the vast majority 
coming from the USA, 
as households seek op-
portunities for unloading 
their surplus tax-induced 
windfall gains in income 
and wealth.  These de-
velopments in the tour-
ism sector augur well for 
the future. The revenues 
generated by tourism 
are complemented by a 
strong export sector that 
is breaking new records 
each year. The World 
Bank reports that in 
2018, per capita exports 

for St. Kitts and Nevis 
were roughly tied with 
those of the Bahamas at 
(US$11,541).  It is the 
highest per capita level 
of exports ever-recorded 
among all 14 CARICOM 
member states; and dem-
onstrates the potential for 
our small island develop-
ing state to diversify its 
economy as it remains 
under threat from a num-
ber of very damaging ex-
ogenous forces.

The combined effect 
of these expansionary 
income flows coupled 
with the best year ever 
recorded for our citizens 
by investment program 
have resulted in a current 
account budget surplus of 
EC$306 million in 2018.  
To its enormous credit the 
government, fully cogni-
zant of the ever-present 
threats from the annual 
hurricanes et al to which 
our small island state is 
exposed, managed its sur-
plus with enormous care.  
Because of its prudent 
fiscal management, the 
Government found itself 
in the enviable position 
of not having to reach 
out for assistance from 
the IMF et al for aiding 
workers who have been 
displaced because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

By imposing a 24-hour 
lock down, termination 
of access to air flights and 

cruise ships and the very 
early daily appeals to the 
masses of the importance 
of taking deliberate steps 
to contain the virus have 
all  proven to be a huge 
success. And, the world 
is coming to understand 
that although we may be 
small in size, but there are 
important lessons that we 
have learned regarding 
reducing our once record 
high and unconscionable 
public debt and living 
within our means.  

Notwithstanding these 
achievements, there re-
mains one troubling area 
that warrants attention.  
Our import bill consti-
tutes a substantial share 
of the nation’s gross 
domestic product. It is 
a negative number that 
serves as a deadweight 
loss that drags the system 
down.  We may not be 
able to do much about our 
imports of manufactured 
products; but we can do 
a great-great deal about 
our imports of food prod-
ucts.  Every dollar that 
does not leave the coun-
try for imports of food 
products, if replaced by 
increased DOMESTIC 
production and expen-
ditures for food-related 
products has the desirable 
effect of increasing our 
GROSS DOMESTIC 
PRODUCT, with the 
potential for further ex-
panding the lead that the 
Nation now enjoys in per 
capita GDP, relative to 

our peers in the region.

The outlook for St. Kitts 
and Nevis is inextricably 
linked to the outlook for 
the USA, our largest trad-
ing partner. The stimulus 
that has been injected 
into the US economy is 
unprecedented in magni-
tude and scope.  Trillions 
of dollars of fiscal stimuli 
have been injected to miti-
gate the harmful econom-
ic effects of COVID-19.  
Additionally, the mag-
nitude and scope of the 
monetary stimulus pro-
vided by the independent 
Federal Reserve has driv-
en the discount rate down 
to near zero percent (0.25 
percent), together with the 
trillions of dollars (M2) 
with which the Federal 
Reserve has flooded the 
U.S. economy. The mag-
nitude and scope of this 
joint stimulus has never 
happened before in the 
U.S. 

No one of sound mind 
hides his or her money in 
a mattress. This monetary 
largesse will be spent. 
And, to the extent that it 
is spent, will have a sig-
nificant effect on creat-
ing jobs, recalling those 
who have been displaced, 
increasing employment, 
and driving down rates 
of un-employment.   And, 
because of our close ties 
with the U.S, we in St. 
Kitts and will receive a 
heathy share of the ben-
efits, as was the case in 
2018 and 2019.

Dr. Everson Hull is a busi-
ness economist.  He cur-
rently serves as Permanent 
Representative for St. 
Kitts and Nevis to the 
Organization of American 
States (OAS).  He graduat-
ed from Howard University 
in 1977, becoming the 
first-ever recipient of the 
University’s Ph.D. award in 
Economics.  For more than 

20 years, he served as Adjunct Professor in the Department 
of Economics.  In the private sector, he has served as 
Senior Economist for the American Petroleum Institute, 
TRW Inc. and Fannie Mae.  Dr. Hull also served at the 
Congressional Research Service as Head of Money and 
Banking.  This latter tour of duty led to a U.S. Presidential 
Appointment as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy 
and Research at the U.S. Department of Labor. 

COMMENTARY
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“We are asking for your help at this 
time. We are presently in a state of 
emergency and it is very unusual 
that we are having a general elec-

tion in a state of emergency. 

Mr. Hilroy Brandy, 
Commissioner of 
Police in the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force (RSCNPF) 
is urging the public to 
avoid participating in 
motorcades leading up 
to the June 5th general 
election, as a safety pre-
caution, mindful of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Commissioner gave 
the advice while mak-
ing a presentation at the 
National Emergency 
Operations (NEOC) 
COVID-19 daily briefing 
on May 26, 2020, in St. 
Kitts.

“Presently the High 
Command has granted 
permission to both parties 
on St. Kitts to advertise 
their party and to give 
notice as to their party’s 
position by using just four 
vehicles. We are now re-
alizing that both parties 

are abusing this privi-
lege, and more and more 
persons are joining those 
motorcades and causing a 
problem for the organiza-
tion, and endanger them-
selves and other persons.

“We are not out of the 
woods when it comes to 
the pandemic. We still 
have persons in quaran-
tine. We are not sure what 

will be the outcome when 
the 14 days are up and 
they are tested. So we are 
asking the general public 
not to join in those pro-
cessions that the various 
parties are being granted 
to go around the island 
and sell their party’s posi-
tion. So please, cooperate 
with the police. You are 
saving your own life and 
you are saving the life of 
your fellow citizens by 
not getting involved in 
doing motorcades,” he 
said.

Mr. Brandy noted that St. 
Kitts and Nevis continues 

to be in a state of emer-
gency, and political cam-
paigns cannot go on as 
normal.

“We are asking for your 
help at this time. We are 
presently in a state of 
emergency and it is very 
unusual that we are hav-
ing a general election 
in a state of emergency. 
Therefore, normal cam-

paigning cannot be as 
normal as the previous 
general elections. So 
therefore there will be 
no outdoor public meet-
ings and there will be no 
motorcades allowed,” he 
said.

A state of emergency was 
declared in the Federation 
on March 28, 2020, 
by His Excellency Sir 
Tapley Seaton, Governor-
General of St. Kitts and 
Nevis to protect citizens 
from COVID-19.

Police Comm. Brandy 
Warns against Election 

Motorcades
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By  Loshaun Dixon 

St. Kitts Nevis Labour 
Party candidate for 
Constituency 1 Dr. 
Geoffrey Hanley is dispel-
ling rumors that he is a cit-
izen of the United States, 
claiming he renounced 
that citizenship when he 
agreed to offer himself for 
an election.

Dr. Hanley said he gave 
up his US citizenship and 
it was an easy decision for 
him to make.

“I am not a US citizen. The 
decision to renounce my 
citizenship was not a very 
difficult one to do. After 
being asked to serve the 
people of my constituency 

I knew what the law said. 
And after I would have 
discussed the matter with 
my family and  indicated 
to them that this is what 
I wanted to do at this 
time...I immediately trav-
eled to Barbados and did 
what I  had to do.”

He said he did whatever 
was necessary to ensure 
he can be offered up as an 
alternative in the constitu-
ency. “I did that because I 
want to serve the people 
of East Basseterre. I have 
made up my mind to serve 
the people and did what 
was necessary to ensure 
that happens.

“I give East Basseterre 
the assurance again...

Geoffrey Hanley is not a 
US citizen. I do not hold a 
US Passport.”

Hanley was nominated 
Wednesday to face in-
cumbent Ian ‘Patches’ 
Liburd in Constituency 1. 
On Wednesday evening 
a video about him being 
sworn in as a citizen of the 
United States of America 
surfaced on social me-
dia claiming he still was 
a passport holder of that 
country.  

If he is indeed under ac-
knowledgement of an-
other Foreign State or 
power, he will be barred 
from serving in the 
National Assembly.

Dr.  Hanley:  I’m  not 
a  US  citizen
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Dr. Kai-Ann D. Skeete 

INTRODUCTION

Given the Caribbean’s 
natural geography, air 
transportation is a criti-
cal component of our re-
gional infrastructure. The 
Caribbean is heavily reli-
ant on air-transportation 
to provide connectivity 
which is fundamental to 
sustaining economic 
growth in a region highly 
dependent on trade in 
goods and services, espe-
cially tourism. However, 
several CARICOM lead-
ers have chosen not to 
rally behind LIAT and 
fail to see the importance 
of LIAT to the success-
ful functioning of their 
economies. 

As I write this, the re-
gion is in unchartered 
territory and is battling 
with what geopolitical 
strategists call wildcard 
events. Wildcard events 
are essentially the im-
probable events likely 
to take place within any 
given year. Although 
highly unlikely, in fore-
casting the likelihood of 
risks for the upcoming 
year or period, it always 
remains in the back of 
the mind. Usually, for 
us in the Caribbean, it is 
the occurrence of a dev-
astating natural event 
whether it be a hurricane, 
earthquake or severe 
flooding. Geostrategic 
foresight talks about how 
we should study the fu-
ture. This article seeks 
to examine the future of 
LIAT Airlines using the 
geostrategic foresight 
methodology of assess-
ing the probability, plau-
sibility, possibility and 
preferability of a Future 
LIAT as the number one 
mode of transportation 
for intra-regional travel.

WHAT IS THE 
PROBABLE LIAT 
FUTURE?

A probable LIAT future 
is simply a ‘mirror of the 
past’ where it is business-
as-usual within which the 
select Caribbean territo-
ries will continue as the 
principal shareholders of 
LIAT and will continue 
to struggle to maintain 
a basic profit margin. 
As primary sharehold-
ers, they will ensure that 
LIAT predominantly ser-
vices their main destina-
tions to ensure a steady 
supply of tourists and 
goods. 

It is noteworthy that 
11 out of 14 CSME 
Participating Member 
States are LIAT 
Shareholders. These in-
clude the Governments 
of Barbados, Antigua 
and Barbuda, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, 
Dominica, Grenada, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, St. 
Lucia, Guyana, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Montserrat 
and Jamaica totaling 
96.4% of total shares.  

The other 3% share-
holders are Antigua 
Commercial Bank, 
Antigua Barbuda 
Investment Bank, ACB 
Investment Co. Lt, 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Workers Union, BWIA 
West Indies Airways 
Ltd, Caribbean Airways, 
HKH (Antigua) Ltd, 
Leeward Islands 
Aeronautical Engineers 
Association, LIAT 
Staff Provident Fund, 
National Commercial 
Bank of Dominica, 
National Commercial 
Bank of Grenada, Joan 
B. Slack, State Insurance 
Corporation and St. 
John’s Co-operative 
Credit Union.  

WHAT IS THE 
PLAUSIBLE LIAT 
FUTURE?

In the plausible future, 
LIAT will decide to 
service those majority 
shareholder government 
destinations and rel-
egate the non-majority 
shareholders within the 
Caribbean to once a 
day or every other day 
service. However, it is 
hoped that destinations 
across the region should 
not be penalised because 
they have small popula-
tions and low demand/
passenger volume. An 
analysis of airline prof-
itability drives this de-
mand and the analysis 
is usually determined by 
passenger volume, aver-
age fare and operating 
costs. However, there 
needs to be a removal of 
the winners and losers in 
regional integration but 
instead an approach that 
focuses on the greater 
good and collective secu-
rity of all. 

WHAT IS THE 
POSSIBLE LIAT 
FUTURE?

Due to consistent and 
competitive pressure 
from several regional 
and international carriers 
LIAT’s core network is 
persistently eroded. For 
the international carri-
ers, their operating costs 
make their fares more 
attractive since they op-
erate from bases/home 
destinations with lower 
taxes as a proportion of 
the fare. This usually re-
sults in the cost of a trip 
to a Caribbean destina-
tion equivalent to that of 
an extra regional destina-
tion such as Miami. 

As a possible future, 
LIAT could be com-
pletely disbanded and 

not replaced because of 
its limited profitability. 
Rather, for intra-regional 
connectivity, Caribbean 
citizens would be 
forced to transit through 
Trinidad and connect 
via Caribbean Airlines 
or through Miami and 
connect via American 
Airlines. At this point, 
Caribbean Governments 
would have neglected 
their obligation to ensure 
accessible, affordable, 
consistent airline con-
nection linking hub air-
ports to the wider world. 

WHAT IS THE 
PREFERABLE LIAT 
FUTURE?

The value of the LIAT 
network is its connec-
tivity. All CARICOM 
territories should be eq-
uitably supporting LIAT 
to increase connectiv-
ity to the participating 
territories and should 
result in a reduction of 
shareholder taxes within 
tickets. It would be re-
miss of the author not to 
mention that Caribbean 
Governments pay 
International Carriers to 
visit their destinations if 
a minimum load is not 
achieved. In this prefer-
able future, the author 
wishes to suggest that 
Caribbean Governments 
create an enabling en-
vironment for LIAT by 
creating a similar ar-
rangement. Thus, for 
those Caribbean des-
tinations with limited 
passenger volume,  gov-
ernments interested in 
maintaining LIAT con-
nectivity should be will-
ing to pay if a minimum 
load is not achieved. 

In the future, LIAT has 
to immediately be sus-
tainable and this author 
recommends following 
the Demasian logic of 

widening and deepen-
ing simultaneously by 
investing in bigger car-
riers and expanding to 
offer intra-regional trade 
route destinations such 
as Kingston, Jamaica; 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti and 
even Belize City, Belize. 
In lieu of immediate 
expansion, LIAT could 
consider code-sharing 
with other regional car-
riers to supply these 
routes, or partnering 
with Caribbean Airlines 
(CAL) so that there may 
be no duplication. 

For the risk takers among 
us, LIAT could consider 
expansion similar to 
Virgin. Recently, Virgin 
expanded from Airlines 
to a Cruise Liner. LIAT 
should consider expand-
ing its services and cre-
ate a Leeward Islands 
Sea Transport (LIST) to 
provide reliable, consis-
tent, affordable service 
to those closer destina-
tions which would re-
duce the cost of fuel, 
operating costs and the 
maintenance of airlines. 
It is at this juncture that 
a LIAT financing struc-
ture should be amended 
with less Government 
involvement and in-
creased Private Sector 
involvement. 

Introduction and ex-
pansion of additional 
revenue streams to add 
to the cargo services of 
LIAT Quikpak which the 
researcher has found to 
be a faster and reliable 
service for intra-regional 
movement of packages 
with door-to-door deliv-
ery within 1 to 2 days 
maximum. Introduction 
of new cargo services 
could include the speedy 
delivery of food and oth-
er human products.

In the future, all regional 

organisations and busi-
nesses with a regional 
presence should be 
committed to deepen-
ing regional integration 
and commit to utilising 
Caribbean resources first. 
Thus, when travelling 
within the Caribbean, 
the first choice should be 
LIAT. In support of this, 
LIAT should reintroduce 
its loyalty/reward pro-
gramme and cater to the 
whims and fancies of 
some business travellers. 

CONCLUSION

In 2020, in the face of 
an ongoing crisis, now 
is not the time for the 
Caribbean Governments 
to consider a future with-
out the LIAT connect-
ing the CARICOM Full 
and Associate Member 
States on a daily basis. 
The Caribbean requires 
an efficient air transport 
service in the form of 
LIAT and perhaps the 
introduction of Leeward 
Islands Sea Transport 
(LIST) would allow for 
fair, equitable, transpar-
ent transportation op-
tions for the CARICOM 
traveling public.  In this 
current climate, it is ab-
solutely clear that the 
region needs to focus on 
alternatives to regional 
transportation centered 
around LIAT which re-
mains a vital service for 
Caribbean integration, 
communication and 
connection. 

Dr. Kai-Ann D. Skeete 
is the Trade Research 
Fellow at the Shridath 
Ramphal Centre for 
International Trade Law, 
Policy & Services of The 
University of the West 
Indies, Cave Hill. Learn 
more about the SRC at 
www.shridathramphal-
centre.com. 

SHRIDATH RAMPHAL CENTRE TRADING THOUGHTS 

Geopolitically Investigating The Flight Plan For 
Caribbean Integration: The Case of lIaT 
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Grant  feels  strong   
after first  term 

By Loshaun Dixon

Incumbent representative 
to Constituency 4 in St. 
Kitts, Lindsay Grant is 
boasting of his achieve-
ments over the last five 
years as he seeks to be 
returned to Church Street 
by his constituents.

Grant led dozens of his 
supporters from his con-
stituency office in Old 
Road to the Old Road 
Community Centre 
where he was nomi-
nated as a candidate of 
the People’s Action 
Movement.

“It’s a bit less tedious than 
the last time I had both 
my people nominating 
me along with my team 
that will guide me to vic-
tory come June 5 2020,” 
he said.

Grant speaking after his 
nomination highlighted 
what has kept him mo-
tivated after his experi-
ences in politics. “I feed 
off the good people of 
constituency 4 who have 
reposed their trust and 
confidence in me time 
and time again. June 5 is 
no different they will re-
pose their trust in me for 
victory in a big and mas-
sive way come June 5 
and I thank them for their 

support.”

He rattled off some of his 
achievements since being 
elected in 2015. “If you 
have recognized we have 
done a number of things 
in this constituency. We 
have built the basketball 
court in Halfway tree, 
done a redevelopment of 
the road in Old Road Bay 
that was left dormant for 
the last 40 to 50 years.

“We have done the Old 
Road Fisheries Project, 
built roads in Verchilds, 
lights in the Verchilds 
Playing Field, fixing 
roads across the country 
and putting down houses. 

“I run a breakfast pro-
gramme every day, I feed 
each child of the Tyrell 
Williams Primary School 
out of my pocket, this is 
commitment not about 
politics but a commit-
ment to the people in 
Number 4.”

The Labour Party’s Steve 
Wrensford and an inde-
pendent candidate Jason 
Thomas were nominated 
to try and unseat Grant in 
that constituency but the 
incumbent is not both-
ered about his challeng-
ers. “I am not focused 
on my opponents; I am 
focused on the job that 

we have to do and the 
job that I have to do is to 
bring victory under the 
banner of the People’s 
Action Movement and 
Team Unity come June 5. 
We have been doing our 
work the past five years 
and will continue to do 
our work.”

Addressing his time as 
Minister of Tourism 
Grant said his record 
speaks for itself. “I have 
broken records year after 
year and when the good 
people of Constituency 
4 give me the opportu-
nity to be in government 
again I will break records 
year after year.”

He noted he was con-
fident to rebuild the 
Tourism product post 
COVID-19. “What I am 
confident about is that we 
will open up St. Kitts in 
terms of Tourism before 
the year ends. We will 
normalize the difficulties 
and challenges we have 
and the industry will be-
gin to run. Obviously, I 
don’t expect the numbers 
we have gotten. It is go-
ing to take time to get us 
back but what I can tell 
you is we will get back 
under Lindsay Grant and 
Team Unity.”

Incumbent representative to Constituency 4 in  
St. Kitts, Lindsay Grant 
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liburd leaning  
on performance  
for re-election

By Loshaun Dixon

 Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd, who 
won Constituency One by 
razor thin margin, is con-
fident his performance at 
constituency and national 
level can propel him to 

another win for a parlia-
mentary seat.

Liburd was nominated 
Wednesday and said he 
was humbled by the op-
portunity to once again 
serve the people.

“The duty is mine to give 
Almighty God thanks for 
granting me the oppor-
tunity to at least last five 
years as the Parliamentary 
Representative of 
Constituency One and 
blessing me with the 

opportunity to offer my 
service for another five 
years.”

Liburd claimed that he 
was the first representa-
tive elected since adult 
suffrage in 1952 who was 
born, raised and still lives 
in the constituency.

Liburd highlighting his 
achievements noted that 
he has done well on both 
national and constituency 
level. 

“I have had achievements 
on both fronts. On the 
National front being the 
one directed by the Prime 
Minister to lead the trans-
formation of this country 
in terms of our infrastruc-
ture, be it at the sea port 
where we constructed a 
new cruise pier, a new 
ferry terminal, we put 
traffic lights in Basseterre.

“We built a brand new 
East Bus Terminal, we 
almost completed the 
West Bus Terminal, re-
surfaced the island main 
road, at the airport as well 
we have resurfaced the 
entire run way, installed 
new runway lighting and 
are just completing the 
taxiway.”

At the constituency level 
Liburd said he was able 
to transform the constitu-
ency getting pedestrian 
access in Bird Rock. “We 
had a representative here 
for 24 years and residents 
and people going to and 

from Bird Rock had to 
walk in the road and ex-
pose themselves to the 
hazards of traffic.”

He said he was able to 
pave every single dirt 
road in Taylor’s village, 
a nuisance the residents 
had to endure for nigh 20 
years. “They had the ash 
from the sugar factory and 
when it closed in 2005 
then you had all the dirt 
through that community.”

Liburd spoke to the hous-
ing project on Wellington 
Road and West Street to 
improve the lives of those 
living in that area. “Those 
houses were built in the 
1950s, I was blessed with 
the opportunity to de-
molish those houses and 
rebuild and refurbish all 
of them. And when it is 
built out, we will be able 
to accommodate some 60 
families in that area.”

He said he was able to 
correct the flooding issues 
in East Basseterre.

“We looked at the storm 
drains in East Basseterre, 
before my coming into 
office when a little rain 
fell you had to get a raft 
to get across Pond Road 
and in George Street. 
Today rain falls and no 
one recognizes because 
the storm drains on Pond 
Road, storm drains west 
of the Tucker Clarke 
Primary School and on 

Sand Down Road are 
maintained and cleared.”

He also spoke about giv-
ing up 50 % of his salary 
which goes back to the 
Ian Patches Liburd Social 
Assistance and Youth 
Development Fund. 

“I have pumped over 
$350,000 in that fund 
and I feel happy about 
it. It goes to cleaning the 
constituency, medical 
supplies, funeral grants, 
food and school supplies. 
I believe I have done well 
and I am going to lean on 
my performance and I be-
lieve that the constituency 
is honest and will give me 
the opportunity to con-
tinue what I started.”

Going forward he said 
there will be major proj-
ects in this constituency 
that have an impact on the 
country including a ma-
rina at Timothy Hill, the 
extension of Port Zante 
and the construction 
of a brand-new marina 
and that will transform 
Newtown.

He also promised the 
Unity Bridge between St. 
Kitts and Nevis. “I believe 
we should have a physical 
permanence between St. 
Kitts and Nevis and as a 
Unity Government we in-
tend to construct the unity 
bridge that will take us 
to and from St. Kitts and 
Nevis.”
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ZIZ: labour  
Claims Bias,  

Chairman Says  
all Welcome

“For the first time, political ads from 
all political parties and candidates 

will be aired on ZIZ. ZIZ will also  
allocate an additional 30 minutes 

per day, free of charge, 

By Loshaun Dixon

Chairman of the state-
owned ZIZ Broadcasting 
Corporation (ZBC) 
Lester Hanley has an-
nounced that equal 
broadcasting time will 
be provided to the five 

registered political parties 
and any nominated inde-
pendent candidate ahead 
of the June 5th General 
Elections in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

The announcement 
comes after candidates 

of the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Labour Party (SKNLP) 
have hit ZBC with a con-
stitutional claim filed in 
the High Court of St. Kitts 
and Nevis seeking an in-
junction against ZBC for 
infringement of the rights 
and liberties of the St. 

Kitts-Nevis Labour Party, 
its candidates and sup-
porters, and the people of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

The SKNLP filed for 
an injunction against 
the Government-owned 
media house for “violat-

ing its rights to equality 
before the law, freedom 
of speech and expres-
sion, freedom of asso-
ciation, and freedom from 
discrimination.

 A SKNLP party state-
ment read, “This discrim-
inatory behaviour by ZIZ 
is also geared towards 
giving an unfair advan-
tage to the parties that 
form the Government. To 
date ZIZ refuses to cover 
in its news the political 
views and events of the 
Labour Party or to give 
equal access to the only 
State-owned media on the 
same or similar terms as 
the Government.”

To counter this, Hanley 
said, “The board of 

directors of the na-
tional broadcasting ser-
vice, ZIZ Broadcasting 
Corporation, is pleased 
to announce the historic 
news that equal broad-
casting time will be 
provided to the five reg-
istered political parties 

and any nominated inde-
pendent candidate ahead 
of the June 5th General 
Elections in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.””

Starting Wednesday up to 
11:59pm Thursday, June 
4th, ZIZ Broadcasting 
Corporation will allocate 
a total of eight hours of 
paid programming to 
each registered political 
party and nominated in-
dependent candidate. 

“For the first time, politi-
cal ads from all political 
parties and candidates 
will be aired on ZIZ. ZIZ 
will also allocate an addi-
tional 30 minutes per day, 
free of charge, to each reg-
istered political party and 
independent candidate, 

the cost of which will be 
borne by the State as a 
gesture of goodwill.”

He encouraged all parties 
and candidates to take ad-
vantage of the offer that 
will give voters the op-
portunity to be exposed 

to “differing views and 
perspectives on matters of 
public concern.”

“The landmark decision 
by the Board marks a 
watershed moment in the 
almost 60-year history 
of ZIZ, as well as a sig-
nificant step forward for 
election campaigning in 
St. Kitts and Nevis.”

He said the company will 
continue to ensure that it 
informs and engages its 
growing audience while 
adhering to the highest 
standards of broadcast-
ing. “The Board expects 
that any message aired on 
ZIZ would be of a high 
standard and free from 
libel, slander or breach of 
privacy.”
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PM Harris says they are seeking to 

put SKN at risk
By Loshaun Dixon 

A battle in court before 
the big showdown next 
Friday at the polls is 
likely to ensue between 
the Government and the 
Opposition as the lat-
ter seeks to challenge 
the State of Emergency 
declarations and even 
potentially open the bor-
ders before the election is 
held.

The St. Kitts-Nevis 
Labour Party is head-
ing to the courts to seek 
a declaration that the 
State of Emergency 
Resolutions published 
by the Government on 
18thApril and 13th May 
2020 are “unconstitu-
tional, and thus, null, 
void and of no effect as 
it was passed contrary to 
the section 19(7) of the 
Constitution.”

Party officials claim the 

resolution was passed 
contrary to the section 
19(7) of the Constitution, 
which requires a specific 
period to be stated.

“In addition, the St. 
Kitts-Nevis Labour 
Party Representatives 
have asked the Court 
to declare that the 
COVID-19 Emergency 
Regulations published 
by the Government on 
8th May are unlawful, 
disproportionately re-
strictive, and discrimi-
natory against the St. 
Kitts-Nevis Labour Party 
and its supporters. 

“These laws enacted by 
the Harris Administration 
violate the fundamental 
rights and freedoms of 
the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and were 
made purely for the 
purpose of limiting the 
said rights and free-
doms of the Opposition 

St. Kitts-Nevis Labour 
Party and its supporters, 
in an attempt to give an 
unfair advantage to the 
Government in the up-
coming Parliamentary 
Elections.”

Labour claims all cur-
rent and future mea-
sures (including closed 
borders and mandatory 
quarantine) to protect 
public health and safety 
or prevent a second 
wave of Covid-19 can 
be effectively managed 
under the Public Health 
Act.

“This is a colossal 
infringement of the 
democratic rights of the 
St. Kitts-Nevis Labour 
Party, its candidates and 
supporters which will 
not be tolerated.”

If successful and the 
borders are re-opened it 
could pave the way for 

overseas voters to par-
ticipate in the elections. 

Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris con-
tends, however, what the 
Labour Party are propos-
ing in their court action 
will put the Federation at 
risk again for COVID-19.

“What about the plan 
for those living here 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
don’t we deserve to be 
free from COVID-19, 
don’t we deserve we 
deserve to protect our 
health system from be-
ing overwhelmed, don’t 
we deserve that we lim-
ited resources that the 
government is not being 
spent to hold people and 
keep them for 14 days, 
do test.

He said the first priority 
of the government was to 
keep its population safe 
and healthy.

“Our first job is to keep 
our people safe. Our first 
job is to keep our people 
healthy and that is what 
we have been doing so 
successfully. They are 
focusing on exposing us 
to danger. Why is it they 
are not taking care and 
consideration for you 
and your family,” Dr. 
Harris said.

He questioned why thou-
sands must be allowed in 
by air or see noting the 
decision to close borders 
were rooted in advice by 
leading health organiza-
tions. “Why is it they 
want all of us to be at 
risk. We based our deci-
sions on science, based 
on the World Health 
Organization, based on 
CARPHA. We implant-
ed that policy and it has 
bear fruit. We will never 
apologise for protecting 

the health and safety of 
our country.”

Dr. Harris said his gov-
ernment was putting the 
country first and there 
was the potential to undo 
the gains already made in 
fighting the virus. “Why 
is it they want to destroy 
all the gains we have 
made to go backwards 
to lockdown the coun-
try again now we have 
started in a managed way 
to open up our country.”

He challenged the 
Labour Party to put their 
trust in the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis. “If they 
have trust in the people, 
I challenge them to with-
draw their nonsense…go 
to the people with your 
case and the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis must be 
the final arbiters of jus-
tice and democracy.”

labour head to court to challenge 

State of  Emergency 
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The next Kiddies’ Corner Contest Starts Monday June 1, 2020

$100 Grand Prize

This  Month’s  Kiddies’  Corner  Contest  Winners

Ta Fara Brooks Zeleequa Rivers

Congratulations to the Winners!
Enter to Win!!
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Twenty-three candidates 
from five parties and one 
independent were nomi-
nated Wednesday, for the 
June 5 general elections 
across the 11 constituen-
cies in the Federation.

Each candidate was 
nominated by two voters 
in their constituency and 
had to pay a $150 fee.

The St. Kitts-Nevis 
Labour Party (SKNLP) 
nominated eight can-
didates on St. Kitts the 
most by any singular 
party. The People Action 
Movement (PAM) 
had five candidates 
nominated, the Peoples 

Labour Party (PLP) 
nominated three candi-
dates on St. Kitts while 
the Concerned Citizens 
Movement (CCM) and 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) both nomi-
nated three candidates 
in Nevis. PAM, PLP and 
CCM will join to form 
Team Unity

In St. Kitts incumbent 
PAM candidate Ian 
‘Patches’ Liburd will do 
battle against SKNLP 
newcomer Dr. Geoffrey 
Hanley in Constituency 
1. In Constituency 2 
SKNLP’s Marcella 
Liburd will look to 
thwart another chal-
lenge by Jonel Powell of 
PAM to take the Central 

Basseterre seat. 

In West Basseterre 
Constituency 3 will have 
a battle of youth as the 
incumbent SKNLP can-
didate Konris Maynard 
will do battle against 
a new foe in Akilah 
Nisbett- Byron of the 
PLP.

Constituency 4 will fea-
ture a three-way battle as 
the Federation’s Tourism 
Minister Lindsay Grant 
of PAM will face off 
against political new-
comers Steve Wrensford 
of the SKNLP and Jason 
Thomas, an independent 
candidate.

In Constituency 5 Deputy 

Prime Minister Shawn 
Richards will put his 
three-term record on the 
line as he faces newcom-
er Kenny Douglas of the 
SKNLP. In Constituency 
6 former Prime Minister 
Dr. Denzil Douglas will 
be aiming to regain the 
seat he had to vacate 
from the Parliament 
following the passport 
scandal. He will have to 
thwart a challenge from 
Kevin ‘Ninky’ Williams, 
a new candidate in that 
constituency for the PLP.

Prime Minister Harris 
will be seeking a seventh 
term as elected represen-
tative for Constituency 
7 and will come up 
against SKNLP’s Leon 

Natta-Nelson.

 In the final constitu-
ency on St. Kitts Eugene 
Hamilton will be seeking 
a third straight term as 
the parliamentary repre-
sentative of Constituency 
8 but will have to defeat 
SKNLP’s Dr. Terrance 
Drew in a rematch of 
2015.

In Nevis, Constituency 
9 is set to feature Nevis’ 
Premier and Federal 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Mark Brantley 
against NRP’s new vice 
president Dr. Kevin Daly. 

Constituency 10 would 

welcome two new can-
didates on the federal 
scene in Eric Evelyn of 
the CCM replacing the 
retiring Vance Amory 
after 30 plus years versus 
Bjorn Hanley a new-
comer of the NRP who 
will be seeking a debut in 
Basseterre.

The final constituency 
will feature a battle be-
tween NRP’s Patrice 
Nisbett, its only parlia-
mentarian in the previ-
ously dissolved National 
Assembly against Nevis’ 
Deputy Premier and 
CCM candidate Alexis 
Jeffe

Battles confirmed for federal  
elections

Akilah Byron Nisbett of PLP during Nomination

Jonel Powell of Pam celebrates Nomination

Lindsay Grant of PAM being nominated

Marcella Liburd of Labour after Nomination

Konris Maynard of Labour shortly after Nomination
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Brantley- the  
timing for this case 

is nonsense

Daly and Williams 
take Brantley 

to court on 
Boundaries

By Monique Washington

One week before the 
General Election Kelvin 
Daly and Janice Williams 
have filed  an applica-
tion at the  High Court in 
Basseterre to be added as 
interested parties in a long 
awaited boundary change 
case. It’s a case Premier of 
Nevis Mark Brantley said 
is  “strategic” and its “tim-

ing, is nonsense”

In January 2015 the then 
Labour Administration 
led by Dr. Denzil Douglas 
held an emergency sit-
ting of Parliament to 
rush through boundary 
changes in Parliament 
ahead of the 2015 general 
elections.

The bill was passed and 
on that same evening the 
National Assembly was 
dissolved for a general 
election. Mark Brantley 
who was leader of the 
Opposition in the Federal 
Parliament fought the 
new boundaries procla-
mation in court all the 

way to the Privy Council 
where they were success-
ful in getting a suspension 
of those boundaries one 
week before the elections

Fast forward to the pres-
ent,  Wednesday Brantley 
was served with court 
documents The Observer 
contacted Brantley 
Thursday who noted 
that the case is “clearly 

strategic.”

“They are trying to use 
the court at this late stage 
to get whatever advantage 
they can get politically,” 
Brantley said. “In my 
mind if they were seri-
ous about their argument, 
these arguments could 
have been advanced any-
time in the last five years. 

“They have waited not 
only until parliament has 
been dissolved, but they 
have waited until the 
nomination day. I think 
this is a strategic move 
on their part seeing if they 
can get an advantage and 
take us and the election by 

surprise,” he said. 

The grounds on which 
Daly and Williams ap-
plication is based are on 
the  original applicants 
have allowed the injunc-
tion to remain in place 
for over four years, with 
no indication of having 
the underlying issues re-
solved, which constitutes 
an abuse of process and 
that it is unconstitutional 
for the 1989 boundaries 
to still be valid based on 
the inequalities of regis-
tered voters in Nevis 9 
and Nevis 10.

“They argue that they 
have been prejudiced 
because, I have an advan-
tage, that number 9 is big-
ger than number 10. They 
argue that some 3000 or 
so voters from 9 should 
go up to number 10,” 
Brantley said.

Brantley noted it would 
be a matter for the court 
to postpone the upcoming 
elections. But it “would 
be highly unlikely that the 
court would postpone an 
election but that is out of 
my hands that is for the 
court to determine.” 

Brantley said that both 
Williams and Daly had 
five years to file and they 
did nothing.

“Why now, why yes-
terday after you had the 
nominations? The timing 
is nonsense. If you had 

any interest in getting this 
matter resolved before the 
election this matter should 
have been brought a long 
time ago.” 

He noted that as of 
Thursday afternoon he 

has not heard anything 
from the court at this point 
about the day for a hearing 
but the party has asked for 
an urgent hearing.

“I guess they would have 
attacked my constituency 

because they say number 
9 is too large and it’s un-
fair. I am not being dis-
tracted. I am still on the 
ground doing the work 
that I need to do.” 
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

Ambassador Jonel 
Powell, following 
his nomination for 
the People’s Action 
Movement Party candi-
date for Constituency 2, 
pledged to create more 
opportunities for the peo-

ple of Central Basseterre.

Powell told media hous-
es Wednesday about 
some of the projects he 
has planned for Central 
Basseterre. 

He said, “The project that 
I hold dearest to my heart 
is the redevelopment 
of Central Basseterre 
through the re-purposing 

of the many abandoned 
lots and derelict build-
ings that exist in the 
constituency.”

Powell said that he has 
plans of cleaning up the 
abandoned lots by us-
ing the local workforce, 
which will be an op-

portunity to create more 
jobs  for the residents of 
Central Basseterre. 

Ambassador Powell 
noted that he thinks the 
prospect of him being 
successful in the upcom-
ing general elections 
are very good. “I am 
the only candidate in 
Central Basseterre that 
has presented a plan to 

the people of this con-
stituency. It is resonating 
with them. They under-
stand my vision and they 
realize that I have their 
back. I have the back 
of the people of Central 
Basseterre and they have 
mine. This is our time 
now.”

The general elections for 
St. Kitts and Nevis will 
be held on June 5 and 
the residents of Central 
Basseterre as well as 
others of Constituency 2 
will be given the oppor-
tunity to exercise their 
constitutional right to 
elect a candidate to rep-
resent them. 

Three candidates, 
Marcella Liburd, 
Deputy Leader of the 
SKN Labour Party 
and Ambassador Jonel 
Powell, member of the 
PAM Party and the Team 
Unity Administration 
and independent candi-
date Joan Challenger-
Baeta will go head to 
head to find out who is 
better equipped to repre-
sent the residents of St. 
Christopher 2. 

“This is our 
time  

now.”

Jonel Powell set for another run for  
Constituency 2 Pledges to create more  

Jobs for Central Basseterre
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Steps to Christ          Chapter 10—A Knowledge of God
Ellen G. White Writings

Many are the ways in 
which God is seeking 
to make Himself known 
to us and bring us into 
communion with Him. 
Nature speaks to our 
senses without ceas-
ing. The open heart will 
be impressed with the 
love and glory of God 
as revealed through the 
works of His hands. The 
listening ear can hear and 
understand the commu-
nications of God through 
the things of nature. The 
green fields, the lofty 
trees, the buds and flow-
ers, the passing cloud, the 
falling rain, the babbling 
brook, the glories of the 
heavens, speak to our 
hearts, and invite us to 
become acquainted with 
Him who made them all. 

Our Saviour bound up 
His precious lessons 
with the things of nature. 
The trees, the birds, the 
flowers of the valleys, 
the hills, the lakes, and 
the beautiful heavens, as 
well as the incidents and 
surroundings of daily 
life, were all linked with 
the words of truth, that 
His lessons might thus be 
often recalled to mind, 
even amid the busy cares 
of man’s life of toil. 

God would have His 
children appreciate His 
works and delight in the 
simple, quiet beauty with 
which He has adorned 
our earthly home. He 
is a lover of the beauti-
ful, and above all that is 
outwardly attractive He 
loves beauty of charac-
ter; He would have us 
cultivate purity and sim-
plicity, the quiet graces 
of the flowers. 

If we will but listen, 
God’s created works will 
teach us precious lessons 

of obedience and trust. 
From the stars that in 
their trackless courses 
through space follow 
from age to age their 
appointed path, down to 
the minutest atom, the 
things of nature obey the 
Creator’s will. And God 
cares for everything and 
sustains everything that 
He has created. He who 
upholds the unnumbered 
worlds throughout im-
mensity, at the same time 
cares for the wants of the 
little brown sparrow that 
sings its humble song 
without fear. When men 
go forth to their daily 
toil, as when they engage 
in prayer; when they lie 
down at night, and when 
they rise in the morning; 
when the rich man feasts 
in his palace, or when 
the poor man gathers his 
children about the scanty 
board, each is tenderly 
watched by the heavenly 
Father. No tears are shed 
that God does not notice. 
There is no smile that He 
does not mark. 

If we would but fully 
believe this, all undue 
anxieties would be dis-
missed. Our lives would 
not be so filled with 
disappointment as now; 
for everything, whether 
great or small, would be 
left in the hands of God, 
who is not perplexed by 
the multiplicity of cares, 
or overwhelmed by their 
weight. We should then 
enjoy a rest of soul to 
which many have long 
been strangers. 

As your senses delight in 
the attractive loveliness 
of the earth, think of the 
world that is to come, 
that shall never know the 
blight of sin and death; 
where the face of nature 
will no more wear the 
shadow of the curse. Let 
your imagination picture 

the home of the saved, 
and remember that it will 
be more glorious than 
your brightest imagina-
tion can portray. In the 
varied gifts of God in 
nature we see but the 
faintest gleaming of 
His glory. It is written, 
“Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of 
man, the things which 
God hath prepared for 
them that love Him.” 1 
Corinthians 2:9. 

The poet and the natu-
ralist have many things 
to say about nature, but 
it is the Christian who 
enjoys the beauty of the 
earth with the highest 
appreciation, because he 
recognizes his Father’s 
handiwork and perceives 
His love in flower and 
shrub and tree. No one 
can fully appreciate the 
significance of hill and 
vale, river and sea, who 
does not look upon them 
as an expression of God’s 
love to man. 

God speaks to us through 
His providential work-
ings and through the 
influence of His Spirit 
upon the heart. In our 
circumstances and sur-
roundings, in the changes 
daily taking place around 
us, we may find precious 
lessons if our hearts are 
but open to discern them. 
The psalmist, tracing the 
work of God’s provi-
dence, says, “The earth 
is full of the goodness 
of the Lord.” “Whoso 
is wise, and will ob-
serve these things, even 
they shall understand 
the loving-kindness of 
the Lord.” Psalm 33:5; 
107:43. 

God speaks to us in His 
word. Here we have in 

clearer lines the revela-
tion of His character, of 
His dealings with men, 
and the great work of 
redemption. Here is 
open before us the his-
tory of patriarchs and 
prophets and other holy 
men of old. They were 
men “subject to like pas-
sions as we are.” James 
5:17. We see how they 
struggled through dis-
couragements like our 
own, how they fell under 
temptation as we have 
done, and yet took heart 
again and conquered 
through the grace of 
God; and, beholding, we 
are encouraged in our 
striving after righteous-
ness. As we read of the 
precious experiences 
granted them, of the light 
and love and blessing it 
was theirs to enjoy, and 
of the work they wrought 
through the grace given 
them, the spirit that in-
spired them kindles a 
flame of holy emulation 
in our hearts and a desire 
to be like them in char-
acter—like them to walk 
with God. 

Jesus said of the Old 
Testament Scriptures,—
and how much more is it 
true of the New,—“They 
are they which testify 
of Me,” the Redeemer, 
Him in whom our hopes 
of eternal life are cen-
tered. John 5:39. Yes, 
the whole Bible tells of 
Christ. From the first 
record of creation—for 
“without Him was not 
anything made that was 
made”—to the clos-
ing promise, “Behold, I 
come quickly,” we are 
reading of His works and 
listening to His voice. 
John 1:3; Revelation 
22:12. If you would be-
come acquainted with 
the Saviour, study the 
Holy Scriptures. 

Fill the whole heart with 
the words of God. They 
are the living water, 
quenching your burning 
thirst. They are the liv-
ing bread from heaven. 
Jesus declares, “Except 
ye eat the flesh of the Son 
of man, and drink His 
blood, ye have no life in 
you.” And He explains 
Himself by saying, “The 
words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit, and 
they are life.” John 6:53, 
63. Our bodies are built 
up from what we eat and 
drink; and as in the natu-
ral economy, so in the 
spiritual economy: it is 
what we meditate upon 
that will give tone and 
strength to our spiritual 
nature. 

The theme of redemption 
is one that the angels de-
sire to look into; it will be 
the science and the song 
of the redeemed through-
out the ceaseless ages of 
eternity. Is it not worthy 
of careful thought and 
study now? The infinite 
mercy and love of Jesus, 
the sacrifice made in our 
behalf, call for the most 
serious and solemn re-
flection. We should dwell 
upon the character of 
our dear Redeemer and 
Intercessor. We should 
meditate upon the mis-
sion of Him who came 
to save His people from 
their sins. As we thus 
contemplate heavenly 
themes, our faith and 
love will grow stronger, 
and our prayers will be 
more and more accept-
able to God, because 
they will be more and 
more mixed with faith 
and love. They will be 
intelligent and fervent. 
There will be more con-
stant confidence in Jesus, 
and a daily, living expe-
rience in His power to 
save to the uttermost all 
that come unto God by 
Him. 

As we meditate upon 
the perfections of the 
Saviour, we shall desire 
to be wholly transformed 
and renewed in the im-
age of His purity. There 
will be a hungering and 
thirsting of soul to be-
come like Him whom 
we adore. The more our 
thoughts are upon Christ, 
the more we shall speak 
of Him to others and rep-
resent Him to the world. 

The Bible was not writ-
ten for the scholar alone; 
on the contrary, it was 
designed for the com-
mon people. The great 
truths necessary for sal-
vation are made as clear 
as noonday; and none 
will mistake and lose 
their way except those 
who follow their own 
judgment instead of the 
plainly revealed will of 
God. 

We should not take the 
testimony of any man 
as to what the Scriptures 
teach, but should study 
the words of God for 
ourselves. If we allow 
others to do our thinking, 
we shall have crippled 
energies and contracted 
abilities. The noble pow-
ers of the mind may be so 
dwarfed by lack of exer-
cise on themes worthy of 
their concentration as to 
lose their ability to grasp 
the deep meaning of the 
word of God. The mind 
will enlarge if it is em-
ployed in tracing out the 
relation of the subjects 
of the Bible, comparing 
scripture with scripture 
and spiritual things with 
spiritual. 

There is nothing more 
calculated to strengthen 
the intellect than the 
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study of the Scriptures. 
No other book is so 
potent to elevate the 
thoughts, to give vigor 
to the faculties, as the 
broad, ennobling truths 
of the Bible. If God’s 
word were studied as it 
should be, men would 
have a breadth of mind, 
a nobility of character, 
and a stability of purpose 
rarely seen in these times. 

But there is but little ben-
efit derived from a hasty 
reading of the Scriptures. 
One may read the whole 
Bible through and yet 
fail to see its beauty or 
comprehend its deep and 
hidden meaning. One 
passage studied until its 
significance is clear to 

the mind and its relation 
to the plan of salvation is 
evident, is of more value 
than the perusal of many 
chapters with no defi-
nite purpose in view and 
no positive instruction 
gained. Keep your Bible 
with you. As you have 
opportunity, read it; fix 
the texts in your memory. 
Even while you are walk-
ing the streets you may 
read a passage and medi-
tate upon it, thus fixing it 
in the mind. 

We cannot obtain wis-
dom without earnest 
attention and prayerful 
study. Some portions of 
Scripture are indeed too 
plain to be misunder-
stood, but there are others 
whose meaning does not 
lie on the surface to be 
seen at a glance. Scripture 
must be compared with 
scripture. There must 

be careful research and 
prayerful reflection. And 
such study will be richly 
repaid. As the miner dis-
covers veins of precious 
metal concealed beneath 
the surface of the earth, 
so will he who persever-
ingly searches the word 
of God as for hid treasure 
find truths of the greatest 
value, which are con-
cealed from the view of 
the careless seeker. The 
words of inspiration, 
pondered in the heart, 
will be as streams flow-
ing from the fountain of 
life. 

Never should the Bible 
be studied without 
prayer. Before opening 
its pages we should ask 

for the enlightenment 
of the Holy Spirit, and 
it will be given. When 
Nathanael came to Jesus, 
the Saviour exclaimed, 
“Behold an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no 
guile!” Nathanael said, 
“Whence knowest Thou 
me?” Jesus answered, 
“Before that Philip called 
thee, when thou wast 
under the fig tree, I saw 
thee.” John 1:47, 48. 
And Jesus will see us 
also in the secret places 
of prayer if we will seek 
Him for light that we 
may know what is truth. 
Angels from the world of 
light will be with those 
who in humility of heart 
seek for divine guidance. 

The Holy Spirit exalts 
and glorifies the Saviour. 
It is His office to present 
Christ, the purity of His 
righteousness, and the 

great salvation that we 
have through Him. Jesus 
says, “He shall receive 
of Mine, and shall show 
it unto you.” John 16:14. 
The Spirit of truth is the 
only effectual teacher of

Through nature and 
revelation, through His 
providence, and by the 
influence of His Spirit, 
God speaks to us. But 
these are not enough; 
we need also to pour out 
our hearts to Him. In 
order to have spiritual 
life and energy, we must 
have actual relation-
ship with our heavenly 
Father. Our minds may 
be drawn out toward 
Him; we may meditate 
upon His works, His 

mercies, His blessings; 
but this is not, in the 
fullest sense, commun-
ing with Him. In order 
to commune with God, 
we must have some-
thing to say to Him con-
cerning our actual life. 

Prayer is the opening of 
the heart to God as to a 
friend. Not that it is nec-
essary in order to make 
known to God what we 
are, but in order to en-
able us to receive Him. 
Prayer does not bring 
God down to us, but 
brings us up to Him. 

When Jesus was upon 
the earth, He taught His 
disciples how to pray. 
He directed them to 
present their daily needs 
before God, and to cast 
all their care upon Him. 

And the assurance He 
gave them that their pe-
titions should be heard, 
is assurance also to us. 

Jesus Himself, while 
He dwelt among men, 
was often in prayer. 
Our Saviour identified 
Himself with our needs 
and weakness, in that 
He became a suppliant, 
a petitioner, seeking 
from His Father fresh 
supplies of strength, 
that He might come 
forth braced for duty 
and trial. He is our ex-
ample in all things. He 
is a brother in our in-
firmities, “in all points 
tempted like as we 
are;” but as the sinless 
one His nature recoiled 

from evil; He endured 
struggles and torture of 
soul in a world of sin. 
His humanity made 
prayer a necessity and 
a privilege. He found 
comfort and joy in com-
munion with His Father. 
And if the Saviour of 
men, the Son of God, 
felt the need of prayer, 
how much more should 
feeble, sinful mortals 
feel the necessity of fer-
vent, constant prayer. 

Our heavenly Father 
waits to bestow upon us 
the fullness of His bless-
ing. It is our privilege 
to drink largely at the 
fountain of boundless 
love. What a wonder it 
is that we pray so little! 
God is ready and will-
ing to hear the sincere 
prayer of the humblest 
of His children, and yet 
there is much manifest 

reluctance on our part to 
make known our wants 
to God. What can the 
angels of heaven think 
of poor helpless human 
beings, who are subject 
to temptation, when 
God’s heart of infinite 
love yearns toward 
them, ready to give 
them more than they 
can ask or think, and 
yet they pray so little 
and have so little faith? 
The angels love to bow 
before God; they love 
to be near Him. They 
regard communion with 
God as their highest 
joy; and yet the children 
of earth, who need so 
much the help that God 
only can give, seem sat-
isfied to walk without 
the light of His Spirit, 
the companionship of 
His presence. 

The darkness of the 
evil one encloses those 
who neglect to pray. 
The whispered temp-
tations of the enemy 
entice them to sin; and 
it is all because they 
do not make use of the 
privileges that God has 
given them in the divine 
appointment of prayer. 
Why should the sons 
and daughters of God be 
reluctant to pray, when 
prayer is the key in the 
hand of faith to unlock 
heaven’s storehouse, 
where are treasured the 
boundless resources of 
Omnipotence? Without 
unceasing prayer and 
diligent watching we 
are in danger of grow-
ing careless and of de-
viating from the right 
path. The adversary 
seeks continually to 
obstruct the way to the 
mercy seat, that we may 
not by earnest suppli-
cation and faith obtain 
grace and power to re-
sist temptation. 

There are certain con-
ditions upon which we 
may expect that God 
will hear and answer 
our prayers. One of 
the first of these is that 
we feel our need of 
help from Him. He has 
promised, “I will pour 
water upon him that 
is thirsty, and floods 

upon the dry ground.” 
Isaiah 44:3. Those who 
hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, who long 
after God, may be sure 
that they will be filled. 
The heart must be open 
to the Spirit’s influence, 
or God’s blessing can-
not be received. 

Our great need is itself 
an argument and pleads 
most eloquently in our 
behalf. But the Lord is 
to be sought unto to do 
these things for us. He 
says, “Ask, and it shall 
be given you.” And 
“He that spared not His 
own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all 
things?” Matthew 7:7; 
Romans 8:32. 

If we regard iniquity in 
our hearts, if we cling 
to any known sin, the 
Lord will not hear us; 
but the prayer of the 
penitent, contrite soul is 
always accepted. When 
all known wrongs are 
righted, we may believe 
that God will answer 
our petitions. Our own 
merit will never com-
mend us to the favor of 
God; it is the worthiness 
of Jesus that will save 
us, His blood that will 
cleanse us; yet we have 
a work to do in comply-
ing with the conditions 
of acceptance. 

Another element of pre-
vailing prayer is faith. 
“He that cometh to God 
must believe that He is, 
and that He is a reward-
er of them that diligent-
ly seek Him.” Hebrews 
11:6. Jesus said to His 
disciples, “What things 
soever ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye 
shall have them.”

There are certain conditions upon 
which we may expect that God will 

hear and answer our prayers. one of 
the first of these is that we feel our 

need of help from Him.
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