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Opposition’s Office to Open Monday
By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Opposition’s 
office is set to open 
Monday, April 9, but the 
question is: Who from 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party will sit in that 
office?

The Opposition’s office 
will be the first of its 
kind in the Federation. 
According to the Thorne 
Speech which was de-
livered by the Acting 
Deputy Governor 
General Marjorie 
Morton ,in January  the 
government will 

provide a fully fur-
nished office to the 
leader of the opposition.

“My Government is 
committed to playing 
its part to elevate the 
Office of the Leader 
of the Opposition. 
The Leader of the 
Opposition, like 
those serving on the 
Opposition benches, 
play a critical role in 
the good governance 
agenda. 

“My government 
pledges to work closely 
with them to advance 
our beloved island. We 

accordingly urge those 
holding that high office 
to rise to the challenge 
as well. To this end, 
my government has 
already made provi-
sion to provide a fully 
furnished office space 
for the Leader of the 
Opposition.”

The speech added that 
the government is 
“committed to provid-
ing resources in our 
budget for the upkeep 
of that office along with 
monthly administrative 
support. This is a first 
in the Federation and 
my government must 

be commended for 
this”. The Hon. Joseph 
Parry on New Year eve 
announced that it is his 
intention to step down 
as leader of the NRP.

“ It is important that I 
give that party the op-
portunity to organize 
their transition period 
so that we can have 
a smooth movement 
from the present situ-
ation to one that will 
strengthen the party for 
the future.” He did not 
confirm an official date 
as to when he will. 

“The Observer” 

contacted senior mem-
ber of the NRP Robelto 
Hector as to who will 
be seated in the opposi-
tion office but he noted 
that he was not sure 
as he has not seen any 
correspondence, “even 
so they continue to say 
there is no leader of the 
opposition,” he said.

 The Premier Hon Mark 
Brantley however not-
ed that the office will 
be available to a mem-
ber of opposition since 
there “appears that 
there appears to be no 
constitutional basis to 
appoint a leader of the 

opposition.”

The Observer also 
made attempts to con-
tacted elected repre-
sentative for the NRP 
Hon Joseph Parry on 
Thursday  but was 
unsuccessful.

“The office for the op-
position  will be at the 
Solomon Arcade in the 
heart of Charlestown 
and the keys we are 
hoping will be handed 
over by the 9th of April 
5, 2018. It will be a 
fully furniture office.” 
Brantley said. 

Nisbett claims another successful 
Aquatic Sports Meet

By Loshaun Dixon

Adolphus Jones who 
won many races in 
the adult categories 
and Tavia Phipps who 
dominated the female 
events highlighted the  
annual Basil Henderson 
Easter Monday Aquatic 
Sports Meet held at 
the Basseterre Ferry 
Terminal. 

The traditional Easter 
Monday event, 
deemed a big success 
by the organizers,  
once again attracted 
hundreds of onlookers 
as young individuals 
competed in tradition-
al swimming races, 
boat racing, a greasy 
pole climb and exhibi-
tion boxing.

The event had dozens 
of swimmers from as 
young as eight years 
old participating in the 
events and walking 
away with the array of 
prizes.

Some of the top swim-
mers for the day 
were Jones and Tavia 
Phipps who dominated 
the female categories. 

Organiser for the 

meet Winston ‘Zack’ 
Nisbett he thought the 
days activities were 
successful. “I think 
it was very success-
ful, we had a wonder-
ful time today and it 
only bodes well for 
future development. 
The 60th Anniversary 
was successful I think 
the people enjoyed 
themselves, the whole 
cohesiveness of the 
entire thing.”

Nisbett estimated that 
more than $20,000 of 
gifts were available 
and all were handed 
out to the winners 
and participants in 
the day’s activities. 
“The prizes were 
given out and I know 
you saw the volume 
of things we had here 
and almost everything 
gone.”

But not all winners 
were happy. A num-
ber of the participants 
became disgruntled at 
the prizes they were 
given for their efforts 
but Nisbett indicated 
that there had been 
quality gifts that were 
on offer.

“If you give them a 
whole house they still 

will not be satisfied. 
Nowhere else in histo-
ry you will see a prize 
giving so transparent. 

He continued, “This 
is better than other 
organisations where 
you would have to 
wait. Here is differ-
ent where they win the 
gifts and go home with 
their gifts. Sometimes 
when we were only to 
give one prize we gave 

them two and three.”

Some of the prizes that 
were on offer include a 
brand new cell phone, 
a weed eater, vacuum 
cleaners, hair groom-
ing shaving kits, cases 
of soda, beer, rum and 
vouchers for pizza.

He added that the 
day had more than 40 
swimmers participat-
ing and more in the 

boxing event. “I am 
sure those persons 
who gave felt good in 
their heart this is a big 
thing it will get bigger 
next year.”

He also hailed all who 
made the meet pos-
sible. “I want to thank 
to thank those who 
participated in the 
swim races, the ham 
pole, the policemen, 
security, Red Cross 

and the coast guard 
they all did a fantastic 
job today.”

According to Nisbett 
the Aquatic Sports 
Meet commemorates 
the life and times of 
Henderson who gave 
his whole being to 
the 4-H Organization 
which he started and 
nurture in St. Kitts and 
Nevis 60 years ago.
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Hospital upgrade to begin shortly  
New project manager contracted 

By Monique Washington 

Construction of the de-
layed new wing at the 
Alexandra Hospital 
may be ready to begin 
after the Nevis Island 
Administration was 
forced to find a new 
manager for the $14 
million project. Yet a 
mystery remains as to 
who that person is.

The Observer spoke 
with the Permanent 
Secretary in Health, 
Nichole Slack –Liburd 
who noted that the 
Ministry will make a 
public announcement of 
who the chosen project 
manager is but at a later 
date. Why the mystery 
remains a mystery.

The major upgrade 
project to the Nevis 
hospital broke ground 

in June of last year. 
The project which is 
partly funded by a EC 
$4.5 million grant by 
the Sugar Industry 
Diversification Fund 
(SIDF), a EC$4.5 loan 
from the SIDF, other 
investors and the Nevis 
Island Administration.

The upgrade will in-
clude a state-of-the-
art operating theater, 
expanded diagnostic 
capacity in the form of 
new laboratory, radiol-
ogy departments with 
Cat-Scan services and 
specific lab areas for 
tests useful in cancer 
diagnoses, a newly 
construed dialysis unit 
and additional private 
ward facilities.  

Edrick Pemberton has 
been contracted as the 
building contractor; the 
electricians are Glen 
Byron and Davion 
Frasier, the plumbers 
are Noel Williams and 
Wilcent Grant and the 
air conditioning con-
tractors are Gaspree and 
The Finished Touched.

The then project 

manager was Hon 
Spencer Brand before 
being elected as the 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement representa-
tive in the December 18 
Nevis Island Assembly 
elections for St Paul.

When questioned about 
the hospital during his 
monthly press confer-
ence Premier Mark 
Brantley said, “We had 
a little set back because 
we contracted Mr. 
Brand when he was in 
a different stage of his 
life.”  Brantley noted 
that Brand was initially 
contracted to be the 
project manager.

“Now that he is a min-
ister and the good peo-
ple of St. Paul’s have 
sent him to do different 
work we have had to 
start the search again to 
get a project manager,”

The Premier said they 
had run into a second 
problem which halted 
the commencement of 
the project.  

“We had problems get-
ting the quantities, so 

we had to get a qual-
ity surveyor. For a very 
large project like that 
it took some time. The 
final quantities will 
be completed by next 
week. Other than that 
everything else is in 
place. Contracts are in 
place, contractors are in 
place , the steel frame 
is there, the financing is 
here,” he said. 

In May 2017  the hos-
pital saw the relocation 
of the operating theater, 
and the children’s ward 
and completely air-con-
ditioned wards. In July 
the hospital saw the 
demolishing of the op-
erating theater to make 
way for the construc-
tion of the new wing. 
To date there is no con-
firmed date as to when 
construction will begin. 

“We are hopefully that 
this hospital project 
will get going shortly 
.Everything that we 
need for this project is 
in place and it is just 
a question of getting it 
started,” Brantley said.
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Why?
Sadly, we have become too inured to murders, especially weekend murders, but 
this last one has taken us to a new low. Imagine, multiple bullet shots, clearly 
indicating a full intent to kill the man until he was dead.  And then to attempt 
to incinerate the freshly killed body!  Clearly this was a demonstration of true 
wickedness, and on the Easter weekend besides!

Rumour has it that the murder was a revenge killing for information sharing; a 
silencing of a potential witness.  If this is true, then it is of great concern when 
we recall that a young woman refused to testify about what she saw, allegedly 
out of fear for her life and her safety.

How and why have we come to this? It cannot be a lack of preaching, because 
we have a multitude of churches in this country. It cannot be a lack of teaching, 
because there are at least a dozen high schools, public and private.  It cannot be a 
lack of caring as the social services/community affairs ministries have combined 
millions of dollars worth of intervention programmes.   It cannot be immigrants 
and free movement of labour, because we have always had immigrants, albeit 
that now we have from a wider and widening number of countries.  And hope-
fully, it is not as a result of the citizenship-by-investment programme.

Is it the way the justice system works?  We cannot say. What we do know is that 
the system is under review to reduce the trauma of how Court works. Now, pre-
liminary inquiries have been eliminated, thereby removing the need for victims 
and alleged perpetrators to testify twice, and to speed up the process. Justice 
delayed is justice denied.

Is it policing? Are they properly resourced? Are they properly screened? Have 
they gained the public trust? Are they still forced into second jobs and are there-
fore too busy or too tired?  Is it our small size? Where can we hide and protect 
our witnesses and their families? In another island? If so, which one?  

Is it a porous Customs border that is allowing these guns to come in undetected? 
Are they coming through Customs at all? Is there an underground gun factory 
in the Federation?

Is it the politicians who seem willing to win by any means necessary? Or the 
parliamentarians who demonstrate such bad behavior on the biggest stage in the 
land?

We have no answers to these questions, but this we know. As a country, we must 
come together to stop these murders, even if it means yielding some of our civil 
liberties. The Jamaican experience of declaring a state of emergency in hot-spot 
areas may be worth duplicating here.

We have to try. Doing nothing is no longer an option. In fact, it never was.

EDITORIAL
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Decomposing 
Body Identified as 

Missing Newton 
Ground Man

By Loshaun Dixon

The decomposing body 
that was found in the 
mountainous areas of 
Wingfield Road, Old 
road last Sunday has 
been identified as miss-
ing 21-year-old Priston 
Flemming of Newton 
Ground.

Fleming was reported 
missing to the Police 
after he was last seen 
by a family member on 
February 27, 2018 at 
about 9 p.m. in the Old 
Road Area.

His partially decom-
posed body was found 
among the trees on the 
side of a steep ghaut.

A post mortem was 
done on his body by 
Forensic Pathologist 
Dr. Valery Alexandrov 
who concluded that 
Flemming died as a 

result of Homicidal 
Ligature Strangulation. 
His is the ninth murder 
in the Federation so far 
this year.

Police investigations 
into the matter are 

ongoing. Persons with 
information regarding 
this incident are asked 
to contact the Violent 
Crime Unit by dialing 
467-1887 or 467-1888, 
662-3462.

Latest Murder Victim 
Shot and Burnt

By Monique Washington 

The police are cur-
rently on the search 
for a person or persons 
who shot and burnt the 
body  of Guyanese na-
tional Marlon James, 
discovered on March 
31 in some bushes in 
Hamilton Village.

According to a police 
statement “the body has 
since been identified 
as 27-year-old Marlon 
James, a national of 
Guyana who resided 
in Brown Hill. There 
were signs of violence 
and multiple gunshots 
wounds about the body. 
The District Medical 
Doctor arrived at the 
scene and pronounced 
him dead”. Forensic 
Pathologist Dr. Valery 
Alexandrov determined 
that his death was 
caused by a gunshot 
wound and noted that 
ninety percent of his 
body was burnt.

James, who was em-
ployed for Nevis Spring 
Waters, was known 
in his community as a 

quite, humble and an 
easy to get along with 
young man. 

James’ death marks 
Nevis’ third homicide 
for 2018 and the ninth 

for the Federation. 
Cleon Browne of 
Rawlins Village and 
Dawn Thompson of 
Hanley’s Road of Nevis 
both fell victims earlier 
this year. 

High Court Opens Monday with 
Full Slate Including 2 Murders

By Monique Washington 

The Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court, Nevis 
Circuit is set to open 
Monday, April 9, at 
the High Court in 
Charlestown with six 
cases, including two 
murders and one rape, 
four traversed from 
previous hearings, two 
new cases, and one 
sentence to be heard by 
Her Ladyship Justice 
Victoria Charles-Clarke.

The first of  two mur-
der cases will be that of 
Dominican  Republic 

national Alexander 
Diaz. He was charged 
with the December 
2014 stabbing death 
of Pabel Santana. In a 
previous hearing Diaz 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charge. 

Reece Walters, whose 
case has been traversed 
from a previous hear-
ing, will also face judge 
and jury after he was 
charged with the death 
of 15 year-old Shante 
Claxton of Jessups 
Village. Claxton 
meet her demises in 
September 2014 after 
she left home for church 

but never arrived at her 
destination. She was 
later found in a nearby 
school’s bathroom, 
dead. Walters was later 
charged with her death.

Keon Moore whose 
case has been traversed 
from a previous hear-
ing was charged with 
wounding with intend 
and unlawful wound-
ing.  Moore has been 
accused of wounding 
Virgil Martin on May 20 
2014 in Craddock Road. 
Moore in a previous as-
sizes pleaded guilty to 
the lesser charge of un-
lawful wounding and 

not guilty to wounding 
with intent. The charge 
of wounding with intent 
was then withdrawn by 
the Director of Public 
Prosecution.

Roosevelt Brown 
whose matter has been 
traversed will also have 
his time in court. He 
was charged with two 
counts of rape and one 
count of kidnapping. He 
has been on bail pend-
ing the decision of his 
case.

Delano Brown who 
was unanimously found 
guilty by a 12 member 

jury for three counts of 
assault with intent to 
rob and one count of 
robbery in November 
2017  during those hear-
ings will be sentenced 
for his crime. Brown has 
been remanded at Her 
Majesty’s Prison in St. 
Kitts since November 
2017. Butler’s resident 
Evrol Daniel will for the 
first time face judge and 
jury. He was charged 
in 2016 with wounding 
with intent and unlaw-
ful wounding. Daniel 
was charged after him 
allegedly attacking 
Pastor Sven Jeffers and 
later stabbing Royal St. 

Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force Officer 
Constable Kennedy 
Paul when he tried to 
arrest him. 

Allen Broadbelt will 
for the first time face 
the judge and jury. 
Broadbelt was charged 
with larceny. Broadbelt 
faces a number charges 
for house breaking and 
larceny, and building 
breaking and larceny 
at both the High Court 
and Magistrate’s level. 
He is currently serving 
a sentence from another 
larceny offence. 
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NEVLEC’s Chairman Quits Citing 
Political Interference

By Monique Washington 

The newly appointed 
chairman of the Nevis 
Electricity Department 
Board has quit shortly 
after being  appointed 
and saying too much 
political interference 
led to his resignation.

The Premier of Nevis 
Hon Mark Brantley an-
nounced in February 
during his first press 
conference as premier 
changes at NEVLEC. 
Brantley said that 
Mr. Frank Evelyn has 
been charged to chair 
NEVLEC and the other 
members of the Board 
shall be published in 
due course.

“I wish to publicly 
thank the Hon. Farrell 
Smithen for his excel-
lent service as chairman 

over the past few years. 
It will now be for Mr. 
Evelyn and his new 
board to work closely 
with management to 
implement the neces-
sary policies to take 
NEVLEC forward and 
upwards,” he said.

The Observer confirmed 
on Thursday with the 
former Chairman Frank 
Evelyn that he sent 
in his resignation on 
Wednesday (April 4). 
Evelyn did not go into 
depth into the details of 
his resignation but not-
ed that when he agreed 
to take the post that he 
wanted “no political in-
terference” and was as-
sured that there will not 
be but he claims there 
was. 

He noted that he was not 
able to hire or terminate 
anyone without political 

inference. He said that 
he had been approached 
before by both the for-
mer Premier Hon Vance 
Amory and also the Hon 
Mark Brantley to take 
the post of chairman 
of NEVLEC but noted 
that he did not want to 
be anyone’s puppet. 
But  he later agreed.

The Observer contacted 
the Minister in charge 
of Public Utilities and 
Energy, Premier Mark 
Brantley on Thursday 
but was told he will be 
unavailable for the rest 
of the day.

The Observer under-
stands that NEVLEC’s 
Chairman is appointed 
for a stint of three years. 
The former Chairman 
of NEVLEC was Farrell 
Smithen who sat on the 
Board for three years.
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Pay Up Time!--Nevis 
Loses Big Bucks from Non 
National Amnesty Scheme

By Monique Washington 

Nevis non-nationals 
arrears in their resi-
dency permit payments 
have saddled the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) with a multi mil-
lion dollar loss in rev-
enue by granting these 
people a  four months 
long amnesty period.

 Several non-nationals 
are delinquent in pay-
ments for work per-
mits, annual residency, 
school attendances, stu-
dent visas and visa ex-
tensions in an effort for 
them to be regularized. 
Non payers are warned 
“immigration officers 
may come looking for 
them.”

The Premier of Nevis 
Hon. Mark Brantley 
revealed during 
his monthly Press 
Conference, which was 
held at the Premiers 
Office March 29, said 
some 974 persons 
have taken advantage 

thus far of the amnesty 
period. 

Work permit fees are 
$2,500 per year while 
residency fees are 
$1,500 per year . He 
said this is the sec-
ond time in the past 
five years that the 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement led NIA has 
granted amnesty. The 
Observer was informed 
that the final figure as 
to what the government 
will loss in revenue is 
not calculated as yet as 
the amnesty period just 
ended. But the NIA  es-
timates the current fig-
ure is in the millions of 
dollars. 

Premier Brantley noted 
the reasons why the 
amnesty period was 
given. “We would have 
done that because it 
has always been the 
position of this govern-
ment that those who 
have come to Nevis 
and have decided to 
make Nevis their home 
are making a valuable 

contribution...”

In continuing he said 
that “we have discov-
ered that some people 
are here and they are 
here illegally. Not that 
in many cases that they 
want to be illegal but 
for a variety of certain 
circumstances. If you 
are on Nevis and have 
found yourself in some 
difficulty where you 
have become illegal 
because of failure to 
pay the amounts to the 
government then we 
will provide some kind 
of relief through am-
nesty,” he said.

“So if you were not 
paying, we wiped off 
that debt and allowed 
you to start anew and 
we said as an incentive 
for you to come in and 
take advantage of the 
amnesty, that if you 
come in before March 
31 we would reduce 
the work permit fee 
from $2500 to  $1500 
and reduce the resi-
dency fee from $1500 

to $1000” Brantley said 
that the period should 
have ended on March 
31, but due to the num-
ber of holidays at the 
end of March it will be 
extended to April 6. He 
noted however that af-
ter the period has ended 
the prices will go back 
to what they were and 
those who owe will 
have to come in and 
settle in full whatever 
they owe.

Brantley warned that if 
this period passes and 
“you do not take advan-
tage of it  you cannot 
blame the government 
if the immigration of-
ficials come looking for 
you because we have 
given ample time and 
ample opportunity and 
reduced the price and 
have taken a financial 
hit,”  Brantley said

Brantley urged persons 
to take advantage of the 
period  and “ regularize 
your status and respect 
our immigration laws”.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 06th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:7

MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
Leadership & Innovation, Logistics & 
Supply Chain Management, Marketing & 
Sales, Project Management • Option to 
earn both an MBA and MBM in under 24 
months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 
Apple iPad 

Mini 4 
(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR MAY 2018 TRIMESTERAPPLY NOW FOR MAY 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office:

No. 1 
in the UK 

for Value-added
(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)
BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)
BA Sales Management (Top-up) 
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma
Specialisms: Marketing, Finance and HRM
BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)
PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

The Edinburgh Doctorate 
in Business Administration 
(DBA) Regional workshops conducted by 
Edinburgh Faculty

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science
MSc Construction Project
 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  
 Engineering
MSc Health and Social Care

Government and New Birth reach 
agreement according to AG

By Loshaun Dixon

An agreement between 
the government and 
the New Birth Gospel 
Tabernacle over the land 
dispute has been reached. 

The New Birth Gospel 
Tabernacle members 
had to move out of their 
Cabbage Tree Housing 
home last year, when 
they were set to recon-
struct a new sanctuary 
after the congregation had 
outgrown their previous 
building.

When construction of 
the new sanctuary was 
set to begin, the church 
was hit with an objection 
to the project and had to 
halt as area residents pe-
titioned against a church 
being constructed in that 
location. The govern-
ment met with the church 

leader Bishop Cyprian 
Williams and negotiated 
an offer the church is will-
ing to accept. Federation 
Attorney General Vincent 

Byron Jr., Speaking in 
Parliament, indicated 
the government and the 
church had agreed on 
an exchange following 

multiple valuations on the 
lots. “The lots themselves 
were less than 10,000 
square feet and there 
was a low valuation of 
$85,000 dollars done by 
the Lands and Surveys 
of the government and a 
much more favourable 
valuation done by land 
surveyor Ashton Leader 
of $161,000 dollars,” he 
said.

He indicated that the land 
that was to be exchanged 
with New Birth which 
was accepted had a much 
higher value.

“A low value of $370,000 
dollars and a high value 
of $544,000 dollars, but 
if one were to take the 
most favourable valuation 
the value of the land that 
they owned in Cabbage 
Tree at $161,000 and the 
low value of the land that 
was to be exchanged, 

this valuation done by 
Mr. Ashton Leader, of 
$370,000 dollars, you 
would note that this was 
in excess of $200,000 
dollars.”

Byron indicated that the 
government had been 
generous in the swap ar-
rangement.   “There are 
some who seem to sug-
gest that the government 
should want to pay more, 
I should add that in our 
discussions with repre-
sentatives of New Birth 
the government did pro-
vide a bulldozer to clear 
the land.”

He added, “The govern-
ment did provide a topo-
graphical survey which 
was provided for New 
Birth and we believe that 
we have been very ac-
commodating and very 
generous in our dealings 
with New Birth and we 

believe that this matter 
should come to an end.”

The church had grown 
unhappy with how the 
government had handled 
the situation which led 
Bishop Williams to 
lead a one man protest 
outside Government 
Headquarters.

The church had to lease 
land and erect a tempo-
rary structure in order 
to host the Sunday wor-
ship and other activities. 
Williams thought that 
the government ought to 
be responsible for any 
monies that the church 
had to spend during 
their displacement.

The church also noted 
that they had already 
paid for the excavation 
of the old land and the 
laying of the foundation.
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PAHO calls for 
breaking down 

barriers that 
keep one in three 

people in the 
Americas from 

accessing health
At a special World 
Health Day event, PAHO 
Director Carissa F. Etienne 
and former president of 
Chile Michelle Bachelet 
urged collective action 
to ensure that all people, 
everywhere, have access 
to health Washington, 
D.C., April 4, 2018 
(PAHO / WHO) — On 
the eve of World Health 
Day, the Director of the 
Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO), 
Carissa F. Etienne, and 
former president of Chile 
Michelle Bachelet today 
called for collective ac-
tions to ensure that all 
people, everywhere have 
access to the health ser-
vices they need.

In the Americas region, 
one third of the popula-
tion faces obstacles to 
accessing health. “Health 
is a right, and as such we 
must overcome barriers to 
have access to care,” said 
Etienne, noting that out-
of-pocket payments that 
many people must make 
to obtain health services 
“constitutes the main bar-
rier and pushes families 
towards poverty.”

Other barriers are geo-
graphic or institutional in 
nature, including stigma 
and discrimination in 
health services. “It is not 
enough to have hospitals 
and health centers, these 
institutions must have 
the right combination of 
human resources, infra-
structure and equipment, 
medicines and other 
health technologies, to 

avoid long waiting times 
and offer quality care,” 
Etienne said.

Universal health, the 
theme of World Health 
Day 2018, implies that 
all people and com-
munities have access, 
without discrimination, 
to quality health services 
without having to expose 
themselves to fi nan-
cial diffi culties. Under 
the slogan “Universal 
Health: Everyone, 
Everywhere,” the 
campaign calls on 
representatives of gov-
ernments, academia and 
civil society to stimu-
late dialogue on policies 
that can help achieve 
health for all by 2030.
“We need a massive re-
gional movement and lis-
ten to all voices” to move 
towards universal health, 
Etienne said. Last year, 
PAHO created the High 
Level Commission on 
“Universal Health in the 
21st Century: 40 Years 
of Alma-Ata,” led by 
Michelle Bachelet.

To achieve universal 
health, “we have to build 
national consensus, be-
cause the challenges are 
of such magnitude that 
they require the commit-
ment and effort of all,” 
said Bachelet.

Forty years after the 
Declaration of Alma-
Ata—which promoted 
the values   of the right to 
health, equity and soli-
darity—the region of the 
Americas continues to be 

one of the most inequi-
table in the world.

Bachelet noted that there 
have been important ad-
vances since Alma-Ata, 
but that there are still 
major gaps between and 
within the countries. “At 
the same time that we see 
health centers with quality 
we could not have imag-
ined in the past, there are 
still women and children 
who continue to die from 
totally avoidable causes,” 
she said, adding that 
“inequality is the great 
enemy in Latin America 
and the Caribbean.”
Bachelet said that 
PAHO’s regional strategy 
for universal health along 
with the Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDG) and the sustain-
able health agenda for 
the Americas infuse new 
life into the path toward 
“health for all” outlined 
at Alma-Ata. She urged 
greater emphasis on 
health promotion and 
disease prevention, re-
ducing segmentation and 
fragmentation in health 
services, safeguarding 
the working conditions 
of health personnel, in-
cluding new technologies 
and innovation, and for 
building health fi nanc-
ing systems that promote 
solidarity.

“In this matter there are 
neither miracles nor short-
cuts, what there is a long 
road of collective work 
that leads to more justice 
for all,” said Bachelet.
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Warner tipped 
for Olympic glory 

by Mother
By Loshaun Dixon

The 14 year old 
Trishanni Warner who 
made headline around 
the Caribbean Monday 
when she won Gold at 
the recently concluded 
Caribbean International 
Free Trade Assoc. 
Games (CARIFTA)  has 
been tipped for Olympic 
success in the future by 
her mother.

Warner  a second form 
student of the Charles E 
Mills Secondary School 
and won the won the 
girls U17 800m in 
2:15.73 seconds, stun-
ning the field of athletes 
and spectators in the 
Bahamas as she came 
from fifth to edge out 
the Jamaican athlete for 

first place in the final 
100 metres of the race.

She was one of the 
youngest athletes from 
St. Kitts and Nevis to 
perform at the games 
and the youngest ever to 
win a medal. 

“The name Trishanni 
Warner must be etched 
indelibly in the his-
tory of track and field 
in St. Kitts and Nevis,” 
said president of the 
St. Kitts Amateur 
Athletic Association 
(SKNAAA) Val Henry. 

Henry also remembered 
a conversation that he 
had with the mother 
of the young athlete 
who promised him that 
she will bring back the 
gold medal. “A couple 

days before leaving her 
mother said to me…
Trishanni is going to 
come back with gold 
and she wasn’t casually 
saying it, she meant it. 
Today the prediction 
has materialised.”

Deputy Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
and Minister of Sports 
the Hon Shawn Richards 
who is a relative of 
Warner commended 
her performance and 
offered salutations on 
behalf of the town of 
Sandy Point

“I have been told that 
she is the youngest 
athlete from St. Kitts 
and Nevis to have won 
a gold at CARIFTA. I 
must say a special con-
gratulations to her on 

behalf of the people of 
Sandy Point which is 
the constituency I am 
fortunate to represent.”

Melisa Warner, the 
mother of the 14-year-
old,  met her daughter 
at the RLB International 
Airport  and expressed 
her excitement fol-
lowing her daughters 
success.

She also gave details 
as to her reaction upon 
hearing the news. “I 
was happy even though 
I knew she would have 
brought back the gold 
I am extra happy.” She 
continued, “I was at 

home making conky and 
when I heard the news I 
started jumping up and 
my phone almost fell 
into the boiling pot.”

When question why she 
was so confident of her 
daughters success she 
simply exclaimed, “I 
know my daughter.”

The proud mother also 
indicated in her days as 
a junior she was also a 
top athlete and repre-
sented the Federation at 
one CARIFTA games. 
“I went to CARIFTA 
once, but I never won 
a medal but I am happy 
for her that she brought 

home a gold for me.”

Mellissa then made 
another bold predic-
tion about her daughter. 
“She will be going to 
the Olympics at the age 
of 16 and she will win 
the 800m.” The shy and 
soft spoken Trishanni 
speaking about her 
achievements said it felt 
good to be a champion.

Speaking to the moment 
when she crossed the 
finish line first, she indi-
cated that she felt great 
and was very excited 
to have completed the 
race.

 
 
 
OMC TRUST COMPANY LIMITED is currently accepting 
applications for a Manager position.  The eligible candidate must 
have a degree in Law, a STEP Diploma  and a minimum of ten 
years’ experience in a managerial position in a trust company. 
This senior position must have working knowledge in Nevis 
corporate and trust laws, amongst other local laws, as well as 
international laws, FATCA and CRS; sound knowledge of anti-
money laundering legislations and compliance culture. Must have 
excellent interpersonal communication skills, be fluent in reading, 
writing and speaking English and Spanish; be responsible, 
trustworthy,  reliable, organized, resourceful and disciplined; able 
to work under pressure and for extended hours and to handle 
confidential information; well-developed administrative skills; 
high energy level, comfortable performing multifaceted projects 
in conjunction with regular activities; strong analytical and 
reasoning abilities, able to get along with diverse personalities; 
ability to establish credibility and be decisive, and able to 
recognize and support the organization culture and policies; 
results/profits oriented with the ability to balance other business 
considerations.  
 
Interested persons should apply to nevisjobs@omcgroup.com . 

VACANCY
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Young Athletes Lauded for 
Gutsy CARIFTA Venture

By Loshaun Dixon

The twenty young ath-
letes who represented 
St. Kitts and Nevis at the  
Caribbean International 
Free Trade Association 
(CARIFTA) Games 
over the Easter week-
end in the Bahamas 
have been hailed as a 
gutsy group of competi-
tors after they battled 
through many difficult 
circumstances to per-
form admirably.

The contingent made 
up of ten boys and ten 
girls brought home one 
gold and three bronze 
medals, a performance 
that tops last  last year 
when team won on soli-
tary gold medal from 
high jumper Jermaine 
Francis.

This year the team had 
to battle illness and in-
jury over the four-day 
meet but were still able 
to give a strong account 
for themselves.

A gold won by 14-year 
old Trishanni Warner 
who upset the field in the 
U17 girls 800m, Reanda 
Richards brought home 
bronze in the U20 girls 
400m while the U17 
Boys won bronze in the 
4x400m relay and the 
U20 girls 4x400m relay.

Team manager Denville 
Francis indicated the 
team had difficulties 
from day one. “The first 
day was challenging, 

because some of the 
athletes as soon as we 
landed started to get 
sick. However, they 
fought through all 
the sickness and they 
were determined to get 
medals 

But he commended 
their performances not-
ing this has been the 
best CARIFTA for the 
Federation since 2015. 
“Last year we won one 
medal but this year we 
won four. I want to say 
thank you to all the ath-
letes for a great perfor-
mance. It was hard I lost 
my mind at times but it 
was worth it.”

Roatta Johnson head 
coach of the team was 
positive that if it wasn’t 
for the injuries more 
meals could have been 
achieved. “Even though 
we had an increase in 
medals, I believe if it 
was not for those injuries 
and illnesses we would 
have walked away with 
more medals.”

She indicated that three 
athletes came down 
with a bad flu and were 
unable to perform to 
their full abilities while 
another six came down 
with injuries. “Sharim 
Hamilton suffered a 
fractured toe that I had 
to tape together with 
scotch tape in order for 
him to perform.” 

She added that Leroy 
Chapman and Jahnaza 
Francis two of the top 

400m athletes because 
of illness had to be re-
moved from the U20 
4x400m relay and use 
100m sprinters. “To 
move from a 100 and to 
do a 400m is very diffi-
cult and I am very proud 
of them. We can all see 
that these children have 
guts.”

She noted that athletes 
also suffered from a 
busy calendar. “Our 
athletes had lactic acid 
build up from the weeks 
of participating. We had 
four weeks of intense 
competition and to go 
off to the Bahamas for 
the fifth week it was 
very difficult on their 
muscles.”

She added that the ath-
letes were also well 
behaved 

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Sports 

the Hon. Shawn 
Richards indicated that 
the athlete did an excel-
lent job and was proud 
of the performance they 
gave.

He reminded them that 
of his message he gave 
to them before depart-
ing the federation. “I 
said to you yes you are 
coming from the small 
twin island federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
but do not allow that to 
deter you. Obviously 
you did not allow that 
to deter you as you have 
come back victorious in 
several different ways.”

He also commended the 
parents of the athletes. 
“I must commend the 
parents it means that 
you have taken a keen 
interest in your chil-
dren, taught them well 
and I am happy to see 
so many supporters 

giving support to your 
children.”

President of the 
SKNAAA Val Henry  
recognized the athletes 
bravery despite their 
challenges. “While I 
recognize all those ath-
letes who medaled I 
want to say a grateful 
thank you to all the ath-
letes who were ill and 
injured. 

He However singled 
out Timothy Caines 
who was part of one of 
bronze medal winning 
teams. “Timothy ran in 
two events yesterday 
when he should have 
been in bed or in hos-
pital resting. I remem-
ber him going around 
the track and when he 
reached the 300m mark, 
you could have seen 
the pain he was going 
through and instead of 
stopping he continued. 

He did not care what 
placement there was 
but he understood he 
was carrying the flag of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.He 
was put in another event 
and carried the baton 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
tremendously”

Henry also agreed that 
the team could have 
won more medals but 
was proud of their en-
thusiasm. “This won-
derful team of gender 
balance has warmed 
my heart and even if 
they came home with-
out medals I would 
have been the proudest 
President   because they 
rep this country well.”

The athletes were 
all greeted at RLB 
International Airport by 
high ranking govern-
ment officials, parents 
supporters and well 
wishers.
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VACANCY Comforto Airco
looking for experience Accountant
3 years in business plus software

please send email:
comfortairco@yahoo.com

Square Duty Free
Contact: Bunty 1869-763-9721

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

Vida Liquor & Tobacco
Contact: Prem:1869-760-5355

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Arabic Restaurant located in
Buckleys looking for 2 Chefs with
experience in doing Meditaranean

Food. Please call:765-2946

PLACE HOLDER FOR YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADVERT

Cook  Needed
At  Jamakie's Restuarant

Telephone: 660-9257

Waitress Needed
Contact Number: 1-869-662-5550

Joiner Needed
At Angles Wood Work Shop

Telephone: 763-4808/668-0633

Flamingo Construction
Services is seeking one Carpenter with
5 years experience. Contact 668-8081

Cleaner  Wanted 
Full Time

Tel: 869-662-5550
AA Tech Services

One Office Worker
Telephone: 668-4367

Cashier Needed
At Tasty Jamaican

Telephone# 660-6196

Cashier Needed
At Royal Palms

Telephone# 660-6196

Two Cashier Needed
At  Teddies Bar

Telephone# 660-6196

Mechanic  Wanted
Must have :

5 years experience, with
small medium engines

(both gasoline & diesel)

Application should be
made to Carib Scoots &

Bike Rental

Tel: 662-8047

Oualie Beach

Needed Machine Operator
Telephone: 869-469-8026

Needed Two Labours, Two Cleaners
Slims Construction & Electrical Plumbing

Telephone :663-5518

N E E D E D
Kitchen  Helper

Telephone: 469-1007/669-3988

A L E X  B A R B E R  S H O P
One Experienced Cashier

Call: 765-7092

JOHNNY CONSTRUCTION
One Experienced Carpenter

Call: 763-7682

2 Storeroom Attendants needed at
Best Buy Supermarket

Applicants can fill out forms at the Branch
Office located in Charlestown

Driver’s License would be an asset

Using your phone while
driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance
on someone else’s

life, Drive with some
concern.

VACANCY
One Wood Work Person

Contact: 668-3611/668-1514

VACANCY: GARDENDER
CONTACT: MAHADEO PRASAD

CELL: 869-760-0491

VACANCY 
One Carpenter needed
Telephone : 469-2366

3BEDROOM- 2 BATHROOM UNFURNISHED 
HOUSE TO RENT IN COTTON GROUND $1000. 

PLEASE SEND EMAIL TO 
S.RAWLINS15@GMAIL.COM FOR MORE INFO.”

Wanted One Domestic Worker
Interested Persons 

Are Asked To Contact: 664-9132

VACANCY
R.S.J Enterprise

Sale Clerk , Cashier & Technician
P O Box 638, Nevis

New adventure tour company seeks
Tour leader/manager

Reply: info@ebikestkitts.com

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District 
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Norma Hanley Pemberton
Now residing in Robin Street in the town 
or village of Basseterre  do hereby give you 
notice 

That it is my intention on 3rd Day of April 
2018 tapply  next to the District Magistrate 
At Bassetere  for a Wholesale  Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 
Premises in RLB INTL. Airport  Street in 
Basseterre

Dated this 21 day of March, 2018.
Signed: N Pemberton

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District 
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Norma Hanley Pemberton
Now residing in Robin Street in the town 
or village of Basseterre  do hereby give you 
notice 

That it is my intention on 3rd Day of April 
2018 tapply  next to the District Magistrate 
At Bassetere  for a Wholesale  Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 
Premises in RLB INTL. Airport  Street in 
Basseterre

Dated this 21 day of March, 2018.
Signed: M Pemberton

Vacancy
One Farm Worker

Contact:669-6094

Vacancy
Carpenter Needed

Cotton Ground Village , Nevis
Contact: 667-9182/764-2621

Vacancy
Chirianela Bar 

Government Road
Contact: 665-4613

Zumi Auto Services 
Vacancy

Two welders
Call 662 7504

Vacancy
Jamaican Chef

One Stop Bar
664-2783

Zoe Sensational Life
VACANCY

Occupational Physio Therapist
Naturopathic Doctor & Organic Pastry Baker

Contact: 660-3647

VACANCY
New adventure tour company seeks

           Tour Leader/Manager
    Reply: info@ebikestkitts.com

Vacancy
Smart Electronics
Managing Director

20 years experience
Ability to complete day to day activities & manage sales 

team. Call 466 4271

Wanted 
Domestic Worker/Child Caretaker

667 - 4442

Vacancy
Sales representative 

Working hours: 9am - 5pm
Must be able.to work sundays/

when ship on port
Apply to: i love st kitts

Bldg 35, store 101 port zante
Basseterre st kitts

Email: skbinfo@yahoo.com

Smart electronics
Vacancy

Laptop/ cellphone technicians 
5 years experience & Fluent in hindi

Call 466-4271

Vacancy
Smart Choice Construction

Needs One Trademan
Contact: 665-2443

Vacancy 
Paola Fishing Enterprise

One Worker
Contact: 661-9419

Vacancy
Diamond Eye Cream Shop

One Shop Assistant
Tel :663-4914

Vacancy 
James Construction

One Mason
Contact: 669-7971

Vacancy
Gracia Snackette

One Bartender
Contact:663-8804

Vacancy
Charlie’s Bar & Pool Room

Needs One Bartender
Contact: 665-2268

Vacancy
Smart Choice Construction

One Carpenter
Tel: 665-2443

Vacancy 
Move & Go Construction

Needs a Tileman
Contact: 669-5616

House For Rent
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms

Hot & Cold Water, Fully Furnish,
Call:469-5723 664-3077 665-1025

Vacancy
One Bartender
Tel: 665-2268

Vacancy
Century Maritime LTD
Fulltime Accountant

Fulltime Marketing Executive
Contact:665-9167

Shalmas Fashions
VACANCY

Tailor 4 Years Experience
Contact:663-3811

Vacancy
Carribbean Pest Control

Needs Service Technician
 Contact: 760-1879

House For Rent
Three Bedrooms and Two Bathrooms 

Contact:164 894 4435/ 664-4298

Vacancy
Carribbean Pest Control
Administrative Assistant

 Contact: 760-1879

Vacancy
Wanted One Cook

 Up Town Pizza
Contact:661-1940

Vacancy
CJ’s Electrical Services is seeking 

(1) one Electrician
Contact: 1-869-662-9353

VACANCY:Manager at Karma Asian cuisine.
Requirement: Manage Indian restaurant, 
have a knowledge of spices, a person can 

speak Hindi as well.
Contact: Bunty, 1869-763-9721

Apartment for Rent.
2 bedroom  1 1/2 bathrooms + study area 

located near Charlestown
Call:664-5232

Vacancy
Miguels Hair Salon & Barber Shop

One Hairdresser

Vacancy
Platinum Work

One Worker Experience in 
Technical Winding Electric motor

Tele: 660-3740
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IMF Regional Chiefs Praise St. Kitts 
And Nevis’ Fiscal Performance

(Press Unit in the Offi ce 
of the Prime Minister)

The Team Unity 
Government, led by 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, received high 
praises from visiting 
high-level International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
offi cials on the econom-
ic performance of the 
country.

“Whatever the bench-
mark we used, St. Kitts 
and Nevis is doing 
well and ahead. We are 
very satisfi ed with the 
progress of St. Kitts 
and Nevis NOT only in 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union,” said 
Dr. Arnold McIntyre, 
Deputy Division Chief, 
Caribbean Division, 
Western Hemisphere 
Department of the 
International Monetary 
Fund, in his fi rst meet-
ing with Prime Minister 
Harris on Wednesday, 

April 4.

The International 
Monetary Fund was led 
by Ms. Sònia Muñoz, 
new Division Chief of 
the Caribbean Division. 
Ms. Muñoz represents 
the department after 

having served in the 
Bilateral Surveillance 
and Review Division 
of the International 
Monetary Fund’s 
Monetary and Capital 
Markets Department, 
where she worked 
on mainstreaming 

macro-fi nancial sur-
veillance across the 
Fund.

She previously 
served as Financial 
Sector Assessment 
Programme mis-
sion chief for Belarus 

and Bosnia-and-
Herzegovina, and 
also worked on sur-
veillance and pro-
gramme missions in the 
International Monetary 
Fund’s Europe, Asia, 
Africa, and Fiscal 
Affairs Departments. 

She has published on 
macro-prudential poli-
cy spillovers, fi nancial 
interconnectedness , 
infl ation targeting, 
portfolio allocation, 
competitiveness, pro-
poor growth, regional 
integration, and tax re-
forms among others. 

Ms. Muñoz said she 
felt honoured to work 
with Prime Minister Dr 
the Hon Timothy Harris 
and assist St Kitts and 
Nevis achieve the poli-
cy objectives set by the 
government.

The International 
Monetary Fund team 
received a warm wel-
come from Prime 
Minister Harris, who 
was accompanied by 
Permanent Secretary, 
Mr. Andrew Skerritt; 
Financial Secretary, 
Mrs. Hilary Hazel and 
Advisor in the Ministry 
of Finance, Mr. Howard 
Richardson.    

PM Harris holds discussions with IMF Regional Chiefs

From the Supervisor of Elections. 
Issue 49: Commonwealth Revisited

From time immemorial, not every-
body who presents at the Electoral 
Offi ce qualifi es to be registered.  But 
you wouldn’t think so from the most 
recent comments in the media. So let 
me explain why persons, specifi cally 
commonwealth citizens, will and 
have been refused registration. But 
fi rst, the law:-

A person is qualifi ed to be registered 
as a voter for a constituency, if on 
the registration date he or she is a 

Commonwealth citizen (not being 
a citizen of Saint Christopher and 
Nevis) of eighteen years or upwards 
who has been ordinarily resident in 
Saint Christopher and Nevis for a 
continuous period of at least twelve 
months immediately before the regis-
tration date (my emphasis).

Many persons have applied for regis-
tration who have been living here for 
multiple years, but have never spent 
twelve unbroken months before their 
departure.  Such persons, whether 
they travel for work or for pleasure, 
will NOT qualify for registration.  Yet 
we have had to make an exception to 
this, but only where the person was 
a public servant who was certifi ed to 
have travelled as a chaperone to stu-
dents who were participating in an 
overseas school activity.  

There was a time, which ended on 
June 2015 when I took offi ce, when 
the Offi ce determined that a 12 month 

residency started each time the im-
migration frontier was crossed.  Thus, 
your previous residency, even when 
greater than 12 months unbroken, did 
not matter.  We also know of born 
citizens, who, because they presented 
a foreign passport were subjected to 
this continuous residency require-
ment. This current Commission has 
directed that any previous period 
of 12 months continuous residence 
counts.  In other words, and as a re-
sult of that interpretation, a lot more 
Commonwealth citizens now qualify 
for registration.

All commonwealth citizens, moreso 
than our own citizens, and despite 
the treaties that we have entered into, 
are still subject to immigration con-
trol.  They stamp your passport when 
you go out and when you come in. 
This stamp is key.  Some people go 
home for Christmas and come back 
in January.  Their passports will show 
this and that broken residence may 

serve to disqualify them. In reality, 
the Passport and Immigration Act 
that regulates the issuance of work 
permits (for commonwealth persons) 
requires holders to be off federation 
during the processing of the applica-
tion, and applications must be made 
each year.  In other words, if executed 
according to the law, all persons on 
work permits must re-apply each 
year, usually in November, and must 
exit the country while the application 
is being processed.  Put another way, 
if executed strictly according to law, 
work permit holders would never 
qualify to register to vote. 

So, it is true, and may always be true 
that persons will be refused registra-
tion. We are guardians of the gateway 
to democracy, a democracy that de-
mands one man gets one vote in the 
right place with fairness to all, and we 
cannot apologise for doing our work, 
once it is done properly!
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End of the 
Overseas 

Voter?
By Loshuan Dixon 

The Government is 
looking to end the 
absentee voting dur-
ing Federation general 
elections in a bill that 
had its first reading in 
Parliament last week.

The Team Unity 
Administration tabled 
an amendment to the 
National Assembly 
Elections Act to enforce 
a six month residency 
requirement for a na-
tional to be eligible to 
vote in general elec-
tions, a move that will 
see overseas nation-
als losing their voting 
privileges.

The bill seeks to amend 
Section 37A, replacing 

the expression “ordi-
narily resident on the 
registration date” with 
the words “ordinarily 
resident for at least six 
months before the regis-
tration date.”

The bill also seeks to 
delete section 37B from 
the act. Section 37B 
reads, “a citizen of Saint 
Christopher and Nevis 
of eighteen years or up-
wards whose name ap-
pears in the register of 
voters for a constituen-
cy and who is ordinarily 
resident overseas and 
has a domicile in Saint 
Christopher and Nevis 
in accordance with sec-
tion 37B.”

The also seeks to ex-
tend the residency 
requirement from 

C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Citizens from one year 
to three continuous 
years.

Another proposed 
amendment to the 
National Assembly 
Elections Act is a 

change in the First 
Schedule which gives 
Commonwealth citizens 
from only Caribbean 
countries or islands, the 
right to be registered 
and vote in an election.

Labour MP Konris 
Maynard on Wednesday 
speaking on the issue 
disagreed with the move 
calling it a “disenfran-
chisement of citizens”. 
He said, “This is all in 
an effort to disenfran-
chise voters who are al-
ready legally registered 
to vote and others who 
are presently eligible 
to vote in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.”

Maynard also slammed 
the government for no 
public consultation be-
fore bringing the bill to 
the parliament

“Given the type of 
behaviour that we 
have seen from this 
Government, it is clear 
that the authorities will 
visit supporters of the 
government when they 
are at home and visit the 
known homes of oppo-
sition supporters when 
they are not home,” said 
Maynard, a first term 
parliamentarian. 

He claimed that the “un-
popularity” of the gov-
ernment was the motive 
behind the move

“The government has 

realised that as a result 
of its growing unpopu-
larity, they now have to 
resort to electioneering 
in the Electoral Office 
to disenfranchise voters. 
That is what is before 
the National Assembly,” 
said Maynard.

The first term MP indi-
cated that the Labour 
Party support the right 
of every nation to a 
vote.

“We in the St. Kitts-
Nevis Labour Party 
stand firm that our na-
tionals must be given 
that right to exercise 
their franchise and it 
should not be infringed. 
We will do all that we 
can and in our power 
and legal remit and 
work tirelessly to en-
sure that the rights of 
citizens, born, grew up, 
lived here  and a native 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
that the right to vote re-
mains intact.” 

The overseas voter has 
always been a topic of 
discussion during elec-
tion campaigns with 
thousands of voters 
flown in on Election 
Day, some by parties 
contesting the elec-
tion to get that added 
advantage.

Efforts were made 
by this publication to 
contact the Attorney 
General and Leader of 

Government Business 
in the National 
Assembly for comment 
but were unsuccessful.

Last week however, 
Federation Attorney 
General Vincent Byron 
Jr. indicated, there were 
34000 persons living 
in St. Kitts and Nevis, 
who were 18 and over 
and were able to vote 
while 9,000 individuals 
overseas are also eli-
gible to vote.

“The last register that 
we produced, there 
were approximately 
43,000 people. That is 
the number of voters 
in St. Kitts and Nevis. 
There are some 9,000 
people who do not re-
side here in St. Kitts 
and Nevis but are regis-
tered to vote; who have 
arrived to come and 
vote,” Byron.

He explained that 20 
percent of the voter 
population do not reside 
in the Federation and 
the matter ought to be 
reviewed. “We have to 
go back to the drawing 
board and determine if 
someone can fly in on a 
Sunday night, vote on 
a Monday and fly out 
on the Monday night. 
Some 9,000, 20 per-
cent, we need to have 
a national dialogue on 
that issue.”
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PLP proud of its political existence - 
National Secretary Myrtilla Williams

(PLP PR Media Inc.)

In existence since 2013 
when it was launched, 
Peoples Labour 
Party (PLP) National 
Secretary Ms Myrtilla 
Williams is saying the 
party is rightly proud 
of its political existence 
and its accomplishment 
thus far.

“We have been a beacon 
in the Tripartite Team 
Unity political alliance 
with the People’s Action 
Movement (PAM) and 
the Concerned Citizens 
Movement (CCM),” 
stated Ms Williams. “It 
is common knowledge 
nationally, regionally 
and internationally that 
the Peoples Labour 
Party is fortunate to be 
blessed with a Political 
Leader second to none.”

The PLP’s National 

Secretary made the 
remarks on Saturday 
March 24 as she pre-
sented the party’s 2017-
18 report at the Private 
Session of the PLP’s 
historic Second Annual 

National Convention 
held on the Patsy 
Allers Playing fi eld in 
West Basseterre. The 
convention’s Public 
Session which had 
been held earlier in the 

day attracted over 700 
participants.

“Dr Timothy Harris, 
Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, is a man 
of pioneering vision,” 
observed Ms Williams. 

“This is evident through 
his exemplary perfor-
mance as Party Leader 
and as Prime Minister. 
Day after day he rises 
to the challenge and dis-
charges his duties with 
dignity and accuracy not 
just as Prime Minister 
of this Federation and 
leader of Team Unity 
Alliance, but as Leader 
of the Peoples Labour 

Party.”

According to Ms 
Williams the Peoples 
Labour Party National 
Executive, following 
its sound constitutional 
blueprint and with an 
intelligent and capable 
team in place, the party 
pressed ahead through 
the year 2017 to 2018 
adhering to its vision 
and delivering on its set 
goals.

“I am pleased to inform 
this convention that in 
keeping with the par-
ty’s guidelines, we met 
regularly,” she reported. 
“In the past year we 
convened over 15 times 
to carefully plan and 
brainstorm ideas, report 
and discuss matters im-
portant to our political 
offi ce and by extension 
the people whom we 
hold in high regard and 
esteem.”

The meeting norms 
of the PLP extended 
beyond the National 
level to its Constituency 
Executive Groups 
throughout the island. 
She further noted that 
the meetings had moved 
beyond the walls of 
the party to include 
meetings with regu-
lar persons, whether 
individually, in small 

groups, or larger gath-
erings in extended 
communities.

“Our actions have be-
come apparent time 
after time,” noted Ms 
Williams. “True to our 
core values, the Peoples 
Labour Party has en-
gaged in many activities 
involving youth, educa-
tion, sports and games, 
health and physical fi t-
ness, spiritual well-be-
ing, all to advance our 
belief in putting people 
fi rst.”

Some of the major ac-
complishments of the 
Peoples Labour Party 
include the successful 
annual Help A Child 
Programme that pro-
vides primary school 
scholarship awards to 
students from fami-
lies of lesser fi nancial 
means in Constituency 
Number Seven. In 2017 

approximately 100 stu-
dents were each spon-
sored the sum of $500 
to assist with school 
uniforms and supplies.

“Here in West Basseterre, 
Constituency Number 
Three, our Deputy 
Leader the Hon Akilah 

PLP National Political Leader and Prime Minister Dr the Timothy Harris, 
3rd right, introducing members of the PLP National Executive shortly after 

being re-elected to of� ce.

PLP National Secretary Ms Myrtilla Williams presenting the PLP 2017-2018 report.

CONT’D ON PAGE 19
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Byron-Nisbett and her 
team also engaged in 
educational support,” 
noted Ms Williams. 
“During the last school 
term, she directly deliv-
ered over 100 school-
bags with books and 
supplies to students. 
She delivered to these 
children regardless of 
their parents’ political 
alignment.”

Others mentioned were 
the Prime Minister’s 
PLP Monthly Health 
Walk that has since be-
come a national event, 
and the regular fellow-
ship and worship “keep-
ing God in the midst of 
all that we do through 
prayers, fellowship and 
worship, remains a pri-
ority for the Peoples 
Labour Party. We have 
and will continue to 
worship at various 
churches around the 
island.”

Community building 
activities by the Peoples 
Labour Party include a 
domino league which 
is the longest running 

in the region, basketball 
and football leagues. 
And the party has tak-
en over the hosting of 
the Good Friday Kite 
Flying Competition and 
Fun Day at Black Rocks 
which has also become 
a national event.

Fundraising activities 
were part of the Party’s 
community engagement 
and these included a fi sh-
fry in West Basseterre, 
breakfast fundraisers by 
PLP Women Group in 
Constituency Number 
Seven, and the National 
Women of Power Take-
away Breakfast on the 
Bay Front in Basseterre.

In her conclusion, PLP’s 
National Secretary 
Ms Myrtilla Williams 
stated that growth and 
development of the 
party were important to 
all of them, noting that 
the party continued to 
expand its membership 
throughout the island 
via its eight constituen-
cy executive branches 
and the wider diaspora.

“We have a current 
membership base in the 

region of 1000,” said Ms 
Williams. The Peoples 
Labour Party remains 
proud and humbled to 
play a leading and com-
pelling role with our 
Unity Partners PAM and 
CCM in the political 

landscape of St. Kitts 
and Nevis; and as we 
move boldly into the fu-
ture, a party of just three 
years, we remain stead-
fast in the understand-
ing that our vision and 
determination cannot be 

dwarfed by our size.”

She ended by saying: 
“We have the synergy, 
we have the drive, and 
as we erode the op-
position’s base, as we 
grow from strength to 

strength in Constituency 
Number Three and in 
every corner of this 
great country, we shall 
keep our commitment 
to Putting People First, 
Country Above Self.”

Flashback: One of the largest PLP/PM’s Health Walks held last year was in Constituency Number Six 
where the PLP has a thriving National Branch Executive.

CONT’D ON PAGE 18
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