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Election amendments: 
good or bad?

The Observer has obtained a copy of the bill intended to amend the National 
Assembly Elections Act.  Amongst the proposed changes, is one to introduce a 
residency period of six (6) months for nationals and citizens who reside overseas 
to become eligible for registration.  It proposes other changes, but that is the one 
that is generating the most interest and discussion.

Being the leader that we are, the Observer wishes to offer an input into those dis-
cussions by asking a few questions.  Having satisfied the residency requirement as 
an overseas based voter, when an election is called, do I fly in, vote and fly back 
out within 24 hours? If so, then the whole purpose of amending the law would be 
defeated. In fact, we think that the real issue here is campaign financing and not 
nationals overseas.

Is the law proposing that citizens and nationals residing at home will also have to 
satisfy a similar residency period, in order to qualify to be placed in a particular 
constituency?  As it is now, it appears that this is left entirely up to the individual 
or to an objector.

Right now, suffrage appears to be a constitutional right, linked of course to the age 
of majority. Will this amendment create classes of citizenship?  If so why? Will 
it unfairly favour economic citizens? After all, how many of our people who live 
overseas can afford to be away from their family and their jobs for 6 months, just 
to qualify to register as a voter?

Where will these returning nationals live for the six months that they must spend 
here? Should they rent? Can they rent?  Do we have adequate housing stock?  
Should those who have homes here evict their tenants? How will they pay their 
bills?  Perhaps occupancy rates may improve as they occupy hotel rooms.

Now let’s turn our attention to two other elements: the restriction on Commonwealth 
to CARICOM only and the requirement for a 3 year residency. That seems like a 
good first step. But again we feel that this may unfairly allow rich persons who 
have no real love for our country a pathway to choosing our government while 
denying our relatives and friends who “came over on the same boat”.   We must 
remember that we have treaties with our member states that allow us equal access 
to each and every facet of each economy.

Periodic confirmation and enumeration are a good move. They may help eliminate 
the troublesome Objection process once and for all! Maybe, like the America that 
we so love to copy, we should restrict our adult suffrage to citizens and nationals 
only, full stop!

EDITORIAL
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Rent Increases on Strip 
Causes Controversy

By Loshaun Dixon

An increase in rent on 
the Frigate Bay Strip 
has sparked a contro-
versy with some bar 
owners in that area com-
plaining that the new 
rates from the Frigate 
Bay Development 
Corporation were too 
high.

The Strip, over the 
years, has become a 
popular spot for lo-
cals and visitors alike 
for day and night time 
entertainment.

Owner of Buddies on 
the Strip John Wilkes 
in a social media post 
described the increase 
as “a modern day evic-
tion” with his rent being 
increased from $1,100 
dollars to $2,500 dol-
lars. He indicated he 
has already informed 
his staff he would have 
to shut down his eleven 
year old business.

Calling in on popular ra-
dio programme Voices on 
Wednesday Minister of 
Tourism Lindsay Grant 
explained that the Frigate 
Bay Development 
Corporation has been in 
existence for a number of 
decades. The whole oper-
ation of the corporation is 
funded by land sales and 
added that there is hardly 
any land left. “Which 
means the FDC either 
has to find other sources 
of revenue or will have to 
come to an end. We have 
about 30-40 persons 
who are employed on a 
monthly basis who we 
have to pay,” Grant said.

To this end Grant indicat-
ed that the Corporation 
had to find other ways 
to raise revenue and that 
was the rationale behind 
the rent spike. “We have 
to find avenues to raise 
money at the end of the 
day we have 40 persons 
we have to support.”

However, he noted that 
the prices are not set in 

stone and negotiations 
can be made. ”The mat-
ter of the rent it is not 
finalized. having spoken 
to the bar owners over 
a year ago telling them 
the cooperation was in-
tending to the increase 
recently we sent them 
out leases with what 
we considered to be a 
reasonable amount as a 
corporation.”

He continued, “Some 
persons feel that it is 
unreasonable, we un-
derstand that so you 
come to the negotiating 
table just as if you were 
renting a house.”

Grant indicated that 
there are several of the 
bar owners who have al-
ready signed off on their 
leases because they feel 
that it is a proper rent 
but admitted there are 
some who don’t agree. 
“At least there is an av-
enue open for discourse 
and dialogue. It is not 
set in stone nor final it 
is for the bar owners to 
come to the table and 
determine what they 
feel is a fair rent. “We 

are not in the business 
of being exorbitant and 
certainly we are not in 
the business of trying 
to prevent any of the 
bar owners to ply their 
trade,” Grant said.

The Tourism Minister 
also noted that follow-
ing last year’s hurri-
canes over $300,000 
was spent to clean up 
the beach with the bars 
not having to spend a 
cent.

He also reminded of the 
renovation taking place 
at the Strip. “We are in 
the process of spending 
over 7m to enhance the 
strip for the bar owners 
and patrons so that they 
can make more money. 

He added that yet to be 
done is the lighting and 
ensuring that the turtles 
still have their nesting 
area, we are yet to put in 
the area for parking, the 
entrance and exit round 
a bout, we have yet to 
do beach rehabilitation 
board walk.

Grant said, “We have 

not asked the bar own-
ers for anything, all we 
are saying is after 15-20 
years the rent has not 
moved, we are saying 
now we will move it to 
bring it in line with the 
market.”

He noted that the in-
creases has been done 
across the board in a 
scientific manner in 
that depending on the 
size and  location that 

determines a rent they 

think is appropriate.

He also reminded that 
though the reports to 
the government the 
government has not 
been involved in the 
increases. “I have not 
been involved in any 
of that the Frigate 
Bay Development 
Corporation is run by a 
board with a managing 

director and chairman.”

Grant also indicated 
that the bars that were 
displaced from South 
Friars Bay will receive 
a year’s free rent funded 
by the government on 
The Strip. “We were 
trying to ensure that 
those persons who plied 
their trade in Friars Bay 
still had an opportunity 
to make money and earn 
a daily living.”
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Prime Minister Harris’ visit to 
the UAE solidifies St. Kitts-Nevis’ 
ties with the most competitive 

economy in the Middle East
Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates, April 11th, 2018: 
St. Kitts and Nevis’ Prime 
Minister, Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris, and His 
Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), held 
a constructive meeting yes-
terday, Tuesday, April 10th, 
2018, which included the 
signing of a landmark air ser-
vices agreement to pave the 
way for air traffic between the 
two countries.

It is within the context of pur-
suing increased transportation 
links between St. Kitts-Nevis 
and the United Arab Emirates 
that a topic of discussion was 
the possibility of a visa-free 

waiver agreement be-
tween the countries.  
Nationals of St. Kitts and 
Nevis do not need visas/
entry permits to enter 
more than 150 countries.

Prime Minister Harris, 
while discussing a wide 
range of issues of com-
mon concern and in-
terest, thanked Sheikh 
Abdullah for continu-
ing to strengthen the 
relationship with St. 
Kitts and Nevis through 
various projects such 
as the UAE-Caribbean 
Renewable Energy 
Fund.  This Fund is 
administered by a 
Steering Committee 
comprised of the UAE 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International 
Cooperation (MOFAIC), 
the Abu Dhabi Fund for 
Development (ADFD), 
and technical advisor 
Masdar, also known as 
the Abu Dhabi Future 
Energy Company, which 
invests in and develops 
renewable energy and 
sustainable technology 
projects in the UAE and 
internationally.

Considering mutually 

beneficial partnerships 
between the two coun-
tries, Sheikh Abdullah 
expressed the UAE’s 
interest in establishing 
education and technol-
ogy initiatives with the 
goal of increasing youth 
participation throughout 
St. Kitts and Nevis in 
these vital sectors. 

The Honourable 
Prime Minister and 
His Highness Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan met in Abu 
Dhabi, the capital of the 
UAE.  The UAE ranks 
first in global competi-
tiveness in the Middle 
East region, including 
in ground and port in-
frastructure, informa-
tion and communication 
technology (ICT) readi-
ness, safety and security, 
transport infrastructure, 
and tourist service 
infrastructure.

During the three years 
since Prime Minister 
Harris’ Team Unity 
Government has been 
in office, his administra-
tion has yielded steady 
gains and strong per-
formance, resulting in 

other countries in the 
Caribbean region look-
ing toward the progress 
of the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Government as a model.

For instance, the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis exceeds 
the average growth in 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union (ECCU) 
region.  

MORE

Also, on the 2017 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Telecommunica t ion 
Union’s ICT 
Development Index, St. 
Kitts and Nevis’ rank is 
#37 out of 176 countries.  
St. Kitts and Nevis ranks 
ahead of The Bahamas 
(#57), Trinidad and 
Tobago (#68), Grenada 
(#73), Antigua and 
Barbuda (#76), Dominica 
(#77), St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines (#82), 
Jamaica (#98) and sever-
al others in the region.  In 
2016, St. Kitts and Nevis 
climbed a remarkable 20 
spots on the international 
ICT index – by far the 
most improved country.
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The Indian 
Castle 

Fisherfolk 
Association 

to Host 
Fishing 

Tournament
By Monique Washington 

The Indian Castle Fisherfolk Association is set to 
put on its fi fth annual  fi shing tournament May 7 
with and a brand new Hyundai Creta jeep will be 
up for raffl e.
The event is scheduled to run from10 am to 10 pm 
at the Indian Castle landing site in Gingerland.
President of the Association Steven ‘Mackie’ 
Moore said the association, which began in June of 
2013, will be celebrating its fi ve year anniversary 
and now has more than 30 members. 
He noted that this will be the second  time  the 
Association will be raffl ing a vehicle at the fi shing 
tournament. Tickets are available from any mem-
ber of the association at the cost of EC $50. He said 
that besides the fi shing tournament the associations 
as contributed to other groups and to high school 
students on the islands.
“We are primarily a fi shing club but we do a lot 
of social work. We support the prostate screen 
(which is held annually in January), we donated to 
the Renal Society  and we have sponsored the best 
Agricultural student in Gingerland Secondary for 
the past two years,” he said. 
“In addition,” he said, “For our third anniversary 
we gave gift baskets to the elderly in the different 
communities.”
Speaking on the activities planned for May 7, 
Moore said that fi shermen are scheduled to com-
mence fi shing from 5 am to 4 pm. The fi shers will 
participate two categories, fi nger fi shing and set line 
fi shing. He noted that the tournament is opened to 
any and all fi shermen in the Federation, Montserrat 
and Antigua with the registration EC $150.
The fi sherman who catches the most  will win the 
grand prize of $2500.
Spectators will be entertained by swimsuit models, 
masqueraders, music, food among other things. 
But the highlight of the day will be who wins the 
vehicle.

Take advantage of Park Hyatt St. Kitts Christophe Harbour’s

special local rate in celebration of Spice Fest taking place 

April 21st to 23rd on the shores of Spice Mill. 

reservations.phstkitts@hyatt.com    +1 (869) 468 1234

ENJOY SPICE FEST

PARK STYLE

Room rates from $150 USD excluding local taxes and service charge 

Valid for stays April 19 – 24, 2018

Terms and conditions apply. This promotion can not be combined with any other offer. Rooms and Suites are subject to availability. All stays 

must be completed by April 24,, 2018. Reservations are charged at the time of reservation, full cancellation charges apply.

For Reservations Please See Below
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Candy Saga 
Continues

By Monique Washington 

No, it’s not over yet. 
The Court of Appeal 
has halted the HTRIP 
Candy Resort at Liburd 
Hill , Nevis pending 
Anne Bass’ appeal of 
planning permission 
given the ever hopeful 
developer. 

The Nevis Island 
Administration had 
given the green light 
to the developer of the 
HTRIP Candy Resort to 
construct a  17 building, 
51 unit development .

A two year legal battle 
between Bass, the NIA, 
the Director of Physical 
Planning and the Hon 
Alexis Jeffers began 
in January 2016. Bass 
challenged the Director 
of Physical Planning de-
cision to allow the con-
struction of the Candy 
Resort on the environ-
mental grounds,that the 
villa development is 
being constructed  on 
lands abutting the coast 
at Long Haul Bay, 
Nevis.

In January of this 
year Justice Darshan 
Ramdhani dismissed 

Bass’s cases. In 
Ramdhani decision 
he  noted  the court was 
satisfi ed that no reason-
able decision maker 
would have relied on 
the Environmental 
Impact Assessment pre-
sented but dismissed 
the case  on the grounds 
that  “the court is satis-
fi ed that it is entitled 
in this case to revisit 
the issue of delay, and 
on this issue the court 
considers that the delay 
is substantial and can-
not be attributed to the 
respondent”.

Bass has since appealed 
the High Court’s deci-
sion that she did not fi le 
her case challenging the 
grant of planning per-
mission soon enough 
after the project was 
approved. Bass’ appeal 
seeks to upset the trial 
judge’s decision that 
there was an unreason-
able delay in the fi ling 
of her judicial review 
action and the resulting 
decision that she is to 
pay costs of the other 
parties. 

The Observer was in-
formed that by her ap-
plication to the Court 
of Appeal, Bass was 

seeking to continue 
the injunction orders 
preventing all construc-
tion activities at, and 
staying planning per-
mission for, the Candy 
Development until her 
appeal is determined. 
Her application was 
granted on March 27, 
2018.

“The Court of Appeal 
granted the application 
for a stay of planning 
permission of the Candy 
Resort until her (Bass) 
appeal is determined, 
an application that was 
vigorously challenged 
by the NIA and the de-
veloper. The Court of 
Appeal also awarded 
Mrs. Bass costs for her 
efforts to pursue the 
stay.  

Mrs. Bass has stated 
that she will exhaust all 
legal remedies to pur-
sue this environmental 
protection case, which 
she considers a matter 
of great public interest 
that could set a historic 
precedent with con-
sequences that would 
accrue over time to 
the great benefi t of all 
Nevisians,” a release 
states.
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PM Harris Wraps Up Successful 
Visits To Dubai And Hong Kong

Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris wrapped up 
several days of suc-
cessful engagements 
with international 
market agents, part-
ners and other stake-
holders involved in 
the Citizenship by 
Investment (CBI) in-
dustry in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
on Tuesday, April 10.

Prime Minister Harris 
was in the Middle 
Eastern country pro-
moting the various 
options available un-
der the Federation’s 
Citizenship by 
Investment pro-
gramme, including the 
recently introduced 
Sustainable Growth 
Fund, which replaced 
the Hurricane Relief 
Fund.

During a forum hosted 
by CS Global Partners 
at the Ritz Carlton 
Hotel in Dubai, inter-
national agents com-
mended the St. Kitts 
and Nevis government 
on the introduction of 
the new fund and reit-
erated their support of 
the Federation’s CBI 
programme.

The St. Kitts and 
Nevis Prime Minister 

also met with Foreign 
Minister of the United 
Arab Emirates in Abu 
Dhabi, His Highness 
Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan. The 
two high-level offi-
cials engaged in exten-
sive discussions on a 
number of matters in-
cluding the exploration 
of mutually beneficial 
partnerships between 
the two countries in 
areas of education, 
heritage, technol-
ogy, double taxation, 
tourism and visa free 
access.

Following the bilat-
eral discussions, Prime 
Minister Harris signed 
a historic Air Services 
Agreement with His 
Highness Sheikh 
Abdullah signaling the 
further strengthening 
of bilateral cooperation 
between both nations.  

The honourable prime 
minister thanked His 
Highness Sheikh 
Abdullah for his efforts 
to deepen the relation-
ship with St. Kitts and 
Nevis through vari-
ous projects such as 
the UAE-Caribbean 
Renewable Energy 
Fund.

Dr. Harris, who is ac-
companied by Chief 

Executive Officer 
(CEO) of the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Citizenship 
by Investment Unit, 
Mr. Les Khan; 
Consul General at the 
Consulate of St. Kitts 
and Nevis in Dubai, 
Mr. Justin Hawley; 
Chairman of St. 
Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 
National Bank, Mr. 
Alexis Nisbett and 
President of the 
Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce, Mr. 
Faron Lawrence, later 
attended a cocktail re-
ception with citizens 
and friends of St. Kitts 
and Nevis inside the 
Astor Ballroom at the 
St. Regis Dubai.

Prime Minister Harris 
is now in Hong Kong

where he has already 
engaged developers 
and investors on the 
economic opportuni-
ties available in the 
twin island Federation.

At a function held at 
the Ritz Carlton Hotel 
in Hong Kong, Chief 
Executive Officer 
(CEO) of the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Citizenship 
by Investment Unit, 
Mr. Les Khan, and 
Prime Minister Harris 
launched the recently 
introduced Sustainable 

Growth Fund to a room 
filled with enthusias-
tic investors and de-
velopers in the Asian 
territory.

Speaking on the im-
portance of the fund, 
Dr. Harris said, 
“Our new contribu-
tion programme, the 
Sustainable Growth 
Fund, will help us to 
stimulate agriculture, 
improve the educa-
tion of our people, 
invest in alternative 
energy, build our com-
petitiveness, grow and 
develop and improve 
our cultural assets and 
heritage.”

Through the 
Sustainable Growth 
Fund option, a sin-
gle applicant will 
be required to make 
a contribution of 
US$150,000, inclu-
sive of Government 
fees, while a family 
of up to four members 
will have to contribute 
US$195,000.

Prime Minister Harris 
added, “We have the 
oldest programme 
and we have the best 
programme available 
to you. Over the last 
34 years, we have of-
fered services that 
you can rely on, and 

the reliability of our 
programme is well 
known. After 34 years, 
we have become the 
oldest and the most 
trusted Citizenship 
by Investment 
Programme.”

The other members 
of the St. Kitts and 
Nevis delegation are 
Permanent Secretary 
in the Office of the 
Prime Minister, Mr. 
Andrew Skerritt; 
Consul General at the 
Consulate of St. Kitts 
and Nevis in Dubai, 
Mr. Justin Hawley; 
Chairman of St. 
Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 
National Bank, Mr. 
Alexis Nisbett and 
President of the 
Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce, Mr. 
Faron Lawrence.

A press conference 
hosted by Caribbean 
Galaxy Real Estate 
Corporation followed 
the launch of the new 
CBI investment op-
tion. There, execu-
tives of Caribbean 
Galaxy Real Estate 
Corporation expressed 
confidence in St. Kitts 
and Nevis’ economy 
and highlighted their 
intention of investing 
further in the coun-
try.   Prime Minister 

Harris thanked the real 
estate corporation for 
showing confidence 
in the country’s CBI 
Programme, while 
outlining some of the 
advantages of doing 
business in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

“St. Kitts and Nevis’ 
economy is among 
the fastest growing in 
the Caribbean, and of 
course in our coun-
try the democracy is 
strong. We have very 
good respect for prop-
erty owners in our 
country and we respect 
their property rights. 
We have no personal 
income tax, and of 
course your invest-
ments in St. Kitts and 
Nevis are almost cer-
tain to bring very good 
returns,” Dr. Harris 
said, while extending 
invitations to those in 
attendance to visit and 
experience life in the 
twin island Federation

Dr. Harris made a 
special presentation 
of an award to the ex-
ecutives of Caribbean 
Galaxy Real Estate 
Corporation for their 
ongoing commit-
ment to the develop-
ment of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, through the CBI 
programme.
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Record Date for Issue of Notice of Annual Meeting

In accordance with the Companies Act, 1994, the Directors have 

fixed Tuesday, May 1, 2018 as the Record Date for determining the 

shareholders of the Company who are entitled to receive Notice of 

the Annual Meeting, which will be held on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 at 

the Red Cross Building, Chapel Street, Charlestown, Nevis.

Closing of Register

The Register of Members will therefore be closed on Tuesday,  

May 1, 2018.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

Donna Glasgow

Corporate Secretary

April 20, 2018

Notice to Shareholders

NOTICE is hereby given that the Sixty First Annual Meeting of the 

Company will be held at the Red Cross Building, Chapel Street, 

Charlestown, Nevis on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 at 4:30 p.m. for the 

following purposes:

ORDINARY BUSINESS

1. To review and consider the Audited Financial Statements for the 

year ended October 31, 2017 together with the Reports of the 

Directors and the Auditors thereon.

2. To re-elect Directors.

3. To appoint Auditors and empower the Directors to determine 

their remuneration for the ensuing year. 

4. To transact any other business of the Company, which may be 

properly brought before the Meeting.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

Donna Glasgow

Corporate Secretary

May 1, 2018

Notice of Annual Meeting

Pinney’s Park to continue with 
funding from the Taiwanese 

By Monique Washington 

After having funds “dis-
appear” for the devel-
opment of the Pinney’s 
Recreational Park the 
Premier of Nevis Hon 
Mark Brantley is posi-
tive that Nevisians will 
begin to see some devel-
opment at the site after 
“fruitful” meeting with 
the Taiwanese whom 
he hopes will provide 
some of the money for 
the project.

The park was first an-
nounced to the general 
public in 2014. The ini-
tial  plans for 14 acre lot 
included a pool, park-
ing, a jogging path, a 
coconut grove and a 
pier among other things.

Permanent Secretary of 
Tourism Carl Williams 
(now deceased) at 

the time assured The 
Observer that  work 
would begin at the park 
before the end of 2016.

During the 2018 Nevis 
Island Administration 
Budgets address, $1.6 
million had been allot-
ted for the park. The 
amount the NIA hopes 
to receive as a grant. 
The Observer contacted 
Permanent Secretary of 
Finance Colin Dore who 
said that the NIA hopes 
to raise this money 
through International 
Development Agency. 

Brantley said  dur-
ing a press conference 
that his government 
“feels as if we have 
some good favorable 
winds blowing now in 
relations to that” (the 
park).

He said, “I think we 

would have some de-
lays as you know.” 
Brantley was referring 
to the initial  funding 
he allegedly secured to 
pay for the park “van-
ishing in thin air.”

 He noted in 2016 that 
“I don’t think it’s a se-
cret that we had fund-
ing in place that has 
disappeared and so, 
we have had to re cali-
brate, take out some 
things, put in a few 
other things, but I think 

the public can look 
forward to the start of 
construction after the 
Culturama season.”

Since then, Federation 
citizens Anne Bass 
and Julian Lethbridge 
told The Observer in 
an exclusive interview, 
that Bass never agreed 
to fund the park, and 
Brantley assured her 
that he would se-
cure the funding. The 
Observer understands 
that Bass was willing 

to help with the project 
but not willing to fully 
fund the project as it 
was a public project.

According to 
Lethbridge, Bass 
thought it was  impor-
tant that the funding 
to come from a broad 
range of people. “It is 
a project that belongs 
to the public,” he said.

Brantley said during the 
press conference that 
recently they have had 

some fruitful meetings 
with the International 
Development Agency 
for Taiwan who 
they  are inviting to 
participate in finalizing 
that park. But, there is 
nothing yet definite on 
this possibility.

“The park is very much 
still on our agenda 
and we hope to have 
movement on that very 
very shortly,” Brantley 
concluded. 
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‘CBI Firm is Clean’
By Dan Ehrlich 

Prime Minister Timothy 
Harris has been on a 
good will tour in the 
oil rich Gulf Emirates 
promoting, among 
other things, the con-
troversial St. Kitts and 
Nevis Citizenship by 
Investment scheme. 

The controversy deals 
with US and EU sus-
picions the programme 
could be used for illegal 
activities such as money 
laundering and income 
tax avoidance.

The programme, 
while for and by the 
Federation, is actu-
ally being promoted and 
advised by a London 
based firm CS Global 
Partners,which claims it 
maintains a clean shop. 

CS Global Partners, 
aside from helping man-
age and promote the 
programme also assists 

prospective clients. 
And this is where the 
firm is at odds with the 
US Government, which 
claims some clients ob-
tain multiple passports 
to carry on criminal 
activities.

The firm claims it has 
an effective vetting pro-
cedure to keep out un-
desirable applicants.

According a com-
pany spokesperson:  
“The St. Kitts and 
Nevis Citizenship 
by Investment (CBI) 
Programme takes a 
multi-layered and rigor-
ous approach when per-
forming due diligence 
and vetting  applicants 
who seek economic 
citizenship of the 
Federation. 

‘The due diligence pro-
cess looks at a number 
of variables, with com-
prehensive vetting at a 
number of points in an 
applicant’s journey. The 

moment a potential ap-
plicant seeks citizenship 
through an authorised 
agent to the programme, 
due diligence to ensure 
the person’s legitimacy 
is factored into the 
process. 

‘The Citizenship by 
Investment Unit, led by 
risk management ex-
pert previously of IPSA 
International, has sever-
al members of staff with 
high-level expertise in 
anti-money laundering 
(AML) and counter-ter-
rorist financing (CTF) 
preventative measures. 
A 24/7 case manage-
ment system allows 
applications to be moni-
tored around-the-clock. 

‘Applications are also 
reviewed by third 
party, international 
due diligence and risk 
management firms, who 
perform on-the-ground 
checks to verify that 
every piece of informa-
tion submitted by the 

applicant – from educa-
tional achievements to 
family ties – is truthful.

‘Governmental agen-
cies are also used to run 
checks on sanction lists 
and other sources. The 
goal is to identify those 
involved in criminal 
and other illicit activ-
ity whose actions pre-
clude them from being 

viable candidates for 
citizenship. 

‘An essential element 
of this due diligence 
framework is source of 
funds. Each applicant 
must be able to demon-
strate where his or her 
funds are derived from; 
there must be a clear line 
indicating a clean origin 
for moneys supported 

by documentation such 
as employment letters 
and bank statements.’

‘There are also mecha-
nisms in place post 
granting of the citizen-
ship to ensure that those 
who offend are dealt 
with in an appropriate 
manner, which may in-
clude having their pass-
port revoked.”
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MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
Leadership & Innovation, Logistics & 
Supply Chain Management, Marketing & 
Sales, Project Management • Option to 
earn both an MBA and MBM in under 24 
months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 

Apple iPad 

Mini 4 

(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR MAY 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office:

No. 1 

in the UK 
for Value-added

(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)

BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)

BA Sales Management (Top-up) 
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma

Specialisms: Marketing, Finance and HRM

BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)

PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

The Edinburgh Doctorate 

in Business Administration 

(DBA) Regional workshops conducted by 

Edinburgh Faculty

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science

MSc Construction Project

 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  

 Engineering

MSc Health and Social Care

COHEN & KLEIN CONSULTING, INC 

Customized Training and Consulting Services 
 

The most comprehensive training programs to improve productivity and increase efficiency 

 

Over One-Hundred training programs to choose from 
 

Training Programs in St. Kitts 

July 25-28, 2017 

CK 600 Debt Collection and Revenue Management for Managers and Supervisors 

CK 700 Debt Collection Strategies and Techniques for New and Experienced 

Collectors 

CK 2000 Supervisory Management 

CK 5100 Performance Review and Job Evaluation Management 

CK 6153 Leadership and Communication Management 

CK 1400 Human Resources Management 

CK 5600 Customer Service, Sales, Marketing & Public Relations Management 

Location Ocean Terrace Inn 

Call 954-731-6340 or email collect@gate.net for course information 

All classes start at 9:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. daily! 

Register for courses online: www.cohenandklein.com 

EMAIL: COLLECT@GATE.NET 

TEL 954-731-6340- FAX 954-731-6606 

Leanna Napoleon’s Brother, 2 Others 
to Stand Trial for Her Murder

By Loshaun Dixon

The brother of 17-year-
old Leanna Napoleon 
and two others will 
stand trial for the teen’s 
murder following the 
conclusion of the pre-
liminary inquiry last 
week.

Napoleon’s broth-
er Brandon Lee 
Wells along with 
Travien Liddie and Ivan 
Phillip, all 19-years-
old, were charged with 
murder of the teenager 
last May after she went 
missing for weeks.

At the conclusion of 
a preliminary inquiry 
the magistrate ruled 
there was suffi cient 
evidence to proceed 
with a trial, at date still 
to be set.The three will 
remain remanded at Her 

Majesty’s Prison until 
then.

Last May the disap-
pearance of 17 year old 
Napoleon was highly 
publicised after she 
was last seen on May 8 

with her brother in the 
Buckley’s area follow-
ing sitting exams earlier 
that day. Her disappear-
ance sparked national 
outrage as to how a teen 
could simply vanish 
without a trace and for 

so long.

Her body was found 
more than one month 
after buried in a shallow 
grave in a mountainous 
area at Buckley’s. It was 
said to be covered in a 

white sheet and still in 
Basseterre High School 
uniform and had plastic 
bags around the face.

The Observer learned it 
took the police hours to 
reach the location of the 

body, which was buried 
in the hills, relying on 
fl ashlights to guide the 
search. Multiple cliffs 
that had to be scaled 
with police making a 
four-hour trek into the 
hills. They were only 
able to discover the 
body after a tip from 
someone with knowl-
edge of the situation.

An autopsy revealed 
the teen died from blunt 
force trauma to the 
head.

Days after the body 
was found her brother 
was taken into custody 
and charged with homi-
cide. Murder charges on 
Liddie and Phillip soon 
followed.

Napoleon was a fi fth 
form student at the 
Basseterre High school.
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Malta is Not St. Kitts 
and Nevis   PART 1

by Dan Ehrlich

“Malta is not St. Kitts 
and Nevis.” This was a 
reply of the soon to be 
murdered Maltese jour-
nalist Daphne Caruana 
Galizia who repeatedly 
criticised her country’s 
citizen by investment 
scheme, the brainchild 
of the man known as Mr. 
Passports,  Dr. Christian 
Kalin’s and his fi rm 
Henley & Partners.

Dr. Kalin asked her to 
remove her critical blogs. 
She refused, alluding to 
Kalin’s work on the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Citizen 
by Investment (CBI) 
programme and alleged 
collusion with Strategic 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Laboratories (SCL), 
Cambridge Analytica’s 
parent company, in 
Caribbean election med-
dling and dirty tricks.

But, there never has been 
a link with her violent 
death last October and 
Henley & Partners. As 
an investigative journal-
ist she had made several 
enemies who could have 
taken revenge on her.

Yet her comment re-
awakened a sad chapter 
in Federation democracy,  

About 10-years-ago 
Kalin struck up an infor-
mal relationship with the 
now notorious Alexander 
Nix of Cambridge 
Analytica. He says, ‘we 
did, however, exchange 
some information and 
ideas with a view to bet-
ter understanding the 
political landscape in the 
Caribbean.’ 

SCL worked on a suc-
cessful campaign to win 
the 2010 general election 
in St Kitts and Nevis, 
where a ‘citizenship-by-
investment’ programme 
was pioneered in 2006 
by Henley & Partners, 
had brought millions to 
the region.

There SCL practised the 

dirty tricks — or ‘coun-
ter ops’ — that Nix was 
caught bragging about to 
undercover reporters on a 
UK Channel 4 exposé.

One of the dirty tricks 
was a sting operation in 
St Kitts and Nevis autho-
rised by the then Prime 
Minister Dr. Denzil 
Douglas. SCL fi lmed 
the opposition leader, 
Lindsay Grant, being of-
fered a bribe by an under-
cover operative posing 
as a real-estate investor. 
Grant didn’t exactly help 
himself by accepting 
the bribe and even sug-
gesting which offshore 
bank accounts the money 
could be paid into.

Henley no longer works 
for the Federation. CS 
Global Partners is now 
the SKN CBI advisor.

Also in 2010, SCL and 
Kalin worked together 
on an another election 
campaign, this time 
in St Vincent and the 
Grenadines. There, they 
worked with Arnhim 
Eustace, leader of 
the opposition. SCL 
billed Eustace’s New 
Democratic Party (NDP) 
more than $4 million, 
including $100,000 for 
‘counter operations.’

Kalin then lists various 
investments that Eustace 
could count on if he won 
the election, such as a 
large residential and ho-
tel development, a new 
chain of retail banks 
from ‘an important inter-
national banking group’, 
a construction group to 
invest in major infra-
structure projects, as well 
as input from ‘a global 
player in private air-craft 
services’ and from ‘sev-
eral of the world’s most 
experienced international 
tax specialists.

Perhaps Mr Passports 
was indeed promising 
all these goodies in or-
der to bring prosperity to 
the region. But perhaps 
he had other benefi ts in 
mind as well. Maybe 

the investors could get 
the government they 
wanted, Kalin could get a 
passports deal, and SCL 
could charge exorbitant 
sums of money to run the 
election campaigns. 

On another tragic note, 
one of the SCL opera-
tives from the St Vincent 
campaign Dan Muresan, 
was later found dead in 
‘mysterious circumstanc-
es’ in a hotel room in 
Kenya. It is believed that 
at the time of his death 
he was working for SCL 
on President Kenyatta’s 
campaign.)

Kalin’s most controver-
sial contract has been 
with the government of 
Malta. Four years ago 
Henley & Partners was 
granted permission to 
handle the selling of 
Maltese citizenship to el-
igible investors who pay 
€650,000 ($804,000) for 
a passport. This is espe-
cially valuable because 
Malta is an EU member 
state, so its passport-
holders can live and work 
anywhere in Europe. 

The scheme even per-
mits individuals with 
criminal records to ob-
tain passports, provided 
that ‘the applicant is still 
worthy of being consid-
ered for approval due to 
special circumstances’. 
According to critics (in-
cluding some European 
MEPs), that leaves 
Malta’s passporting sys-
tem — and Europe’s 
borders — open to all 
sorts of international 
criminals.

According to critics (in-
cluding some European 
MEPs), that leaves 
Malta’s passporting sys-
tem — and Europe’s 
borders — open to all 
sorts of international 
criminals.

But Henley & Partners 
maintain its vetting pro-
cedures prevents unde-
sirable applicants from 
being accepted.
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OMC TRUST COMPANY LIMITED is currently accepting 

applications for a Manager position.  The eligible candidate must 

have a degree in Law, a STEP Diploma  and a minimum of ten 

years’ experience in a managerial position in a trust company. 

This senior position must have working knowledge in Nevis 

corporate and trust laws, amongst other local laws, as well as 

international laws, FATCA and CRS; sound knowledge of anti-

money laundering legislations and compliance culture. Must have 

excellent interpersonal communication skills, be fluent in reading, 

writing and speaking English and Spanish; be responsible, 

trustworthy,  reliable, organized, resourceful and disciplined; able 

to work under pressure and for extended hours and to handle 

confidential information; well-developed administrative skills; 

high energy level, comfortable performing multifaceted projects 

in conjunction with regular activities; strong analytical and 

reasoning abilities, able to get along with diverse personalities; 

ability to establish credibility and be decisive, and able to 

recognize and support the organization culture and policies; 

results/profits oriented with the ability to balance other business 

considerations.  

 

Interested persons should apply to nevisjobs@omcgroup.com . 

VACANCY

Nat. Sec. Advisor Warns Against 
Making Same Mistakes as Jamaica

By Loshaun Dixon

National Security Advisor 
Major Gen. Stewart 
Saunders, a retired head 
of the Jamaican Defence 
Force, indicated the 
Federation ought to use 
his homeland as an exam-
ple in their fight against 
crime and not allow soci-
ety to deteriorate the lev-
els it has in Jamaica. 

“You really don’t want to 
reach a situation like what 
has happened in Jamaica. 
You should learn from 
that and not try in any 
way shape or form emu-
late that.”

He however noted that 
the policies that are being 
put in place he believes 
are ones that will provide 
the required solution. “We 
have to develop and be 
able to sustain a society 

that is safe, secure and 
stable with a high respect 
for law and order.”

Saunders also called for 
the removal of the attrac-
tiveness of crime. “We 
have to remove the profit 
from crime. We have to 
develop and maintain an 
effective justice deliv-
ery system. We have to 
ensure policing by con-
sent, meaning effective 
and efficient commu-
nity policing regimes and 
practices.”

He also spoke to other 
measures he believes can 
have long term positive 
effect on the crime issue 
in St. Kitts and Nevis. 
“Dismantling of the gangs 
is a critical achievement 
which we are all work-
ing towards. We must 
protect the vulnerable by 
focusing on the at risk 
population. Strengthening 
governance and oversight 
structures and mecha-
nisms to ensure that what 
we put in place is not only 
sustainable but is being 
applied in the correct 
manner.”

The National Security 

Advisor also called for 
a number of social in-
tervention programmes. 
“We are now being con-
sidered by the ministry a 
social intervention man-
agement programme for 
managing the entire spec-
trum of social interven-
tion activities.”

Osmond Petty Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of National Security not-
ed that the ministry has 
already begun to make 
strides in trying to make 
societal changes with 
initiatives such as the ex-
plores TAPS and social in-
terventions programmes. 

“We have to stop those 
young people from going 
into gangs. We have a dif-
ficulty dealing with those 
who are already in gangs 
right now, but we can stop 
younger people from get-
ting in there,” he said.

He noted that social inter-
vention was necessary for 
some vulnerable children. 
“We have the gangs, but 
we also have a lot of bad 
things happening in the 
homes and society that is 
not gang related and we 

have to find a solution 
assisting those children 
when they find them-
selves in those situations.”

Petty continued, “We 
need to bring up our chil-
dren to see that as unac-
ceptable behaviour under 
any circumstances.  And 
that is what we are trying 
to work on, that is what I 
call an holistic approach 
in fighting against crime 
that has been lacking up 
to now.”

He also indicated that 
community policing will 
also play a critical role 
in curbing the wave of 
crime.

“It is something that I 
have been pushing and 
will continue to push 
but I think it is critically 
important now because 
the homicides and the 
other types of crimes are 
there. I have been push-
ing for more foot patrols 
with police going into the 
communities and actu-
ally developing trust and 
confidence. St. Kitts and 
Nevis is still a place 
where people still trust 
police.”
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Cashier Needed

VACANCY

One Wood Work Person

Contact: 668-3611/668-1514

VACANCY: GARDENDER

CONTACT: MAHADEO PRASAD

CELL: 869-760-0491

VACANCY 

One Carpenter needed

Telephone : 469-2366

VACANCY
 ONE SALE CLERK

CONTACT:664- 0729

Wanted One Domestic Worker
Interested Persons 

Are Asked To Contact: 664-9132

ONE SALES PERSON NEED 4 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

COCA BARICIA
CONTACT NUMBER:869-765-1831

New adventure tour company seeks
Tour leader/manager

Reply: info@ebikestkitts.com

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District 

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Norma Hanley Pemberton

Now residing in Robin Street in the town 
or village of Basseterre  do hereby give you 
notice 

That it is my intention on 3rd Day of April 
2018 tapply  next to the District Magistrate 

At Bassetere  for a Wholesale  Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 

Premises in RLB INTL. Airport  Street in 
Basseterre

Dated this 21 day of March, 2018.

Signed: N Pemberton

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Freddie Hanley

Now residing in Upper Grove Park 
Road Street in the town or village 
of Charlestown do hereby give you 
notice 

That it is my intention to apply on 
Fourth Day of April  2018 next to the 
District Magistrate 

At Charlestown for a  Liquor Licence 
in respect of my 

Premises in Upper Grove Park Road 
Street in St Charlestown

Dated this Fourth day of April  2018.

Signed: Freddie Hanley

Vacancy

One Farm Worker

Contact:669-6094

Vacancy
Carpenter Needed

Cotton Ground Village , Nevis
Contact: 667-9182/764-2621

Vacancy
Chirianela Bar 

Government Road
Contact: 665-4613

Zumi Auto Services 
Vacancy

Two welders
Call 662 7504

Vacancy
Jamaican Chef

One Stop Bar
664-2783

Zoe Sensational Life
VACANCY

Occupational Physio Therapist
Naturopathic Doctor & Organic Pastry Baker

Contact: 660-3647

VACANCY
New adventure tour company seeks

           Tour Leader/Manager
    Reply: info@ebikestkitts.com

Vacancy
Smart Electronics
Managing Director

20 years experience
Ability to complete day to day activities & manage sales 

team. Call 466 4271

Wanted 
Domestic Worker/Child Caretaker

667 - 4442

Vacancy
Sales representative 

Working hours: 9am - 5pm
Must be able.to work sundays/

when ship on port
Apply to: i love st kitts

Bldg 35, store 101 port zante
Basseterre st kitts

Email: skbinfo@yahoo.com

Smart electronics
Vacancy

Laptop/ cellphone technicians 
5 years experience & Fluent in hindi

Call 466-4271

Vacancy
Smart Choice Construction

Needs One Trademan
Contact: 665-2443

Vacancy 
Paola Fishing Enterprise

One Worker
Contact: 661-9419

Vacancy
Diamond Eye Cream Shop

One Shop Assistant
Tel :663-4914

Vacancy 
James Construction

One Mason
Contact: 669-7971

Vacancy
Gracia Snackette

One Bartender
Contact:663-8804

Vacancy
Charlie’s Bar & Pool Room

Needs One Bartender
Contact: 665-2268

Vacancy
Smart Choice Construction

One Carpenter
Tel: 665-2443

Vacancy 
Move & Go Construction

Needs a Tileman
Contact: 669-5616

House For Rent
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms

Hot & Cold Water, Fully Furnish,
Call:469-5723 664-3077 665-1025

Vacancy

One Bartender

Tel: 665-2268

Vacancy
Century Maritime LTD
Fulltime Accountant

Fulltime Marketing Executive
Contact:665-9167

Shalmas Fashions
VACANCY

Tailor 4 Years Experience
Contact:663-3811

Vacancy
Roy Construction

Two Mason Helper
Contact:667 -6077

House For Rent

Three Bedrooms and Two Bathrooms 

Contact:164 894 4435/ 664-4298

Vacancy
Carribbean Pest Control
Administrative Assistant

 Contact: 760-1879

Vacancy
Wanted One Cook

 Up Town Pizza
Contact:661-1940

Vacancy
CJ’s Electrical Services is seeking 

(1) one Electrician
Contact: 1-869-662-9353

VACANCY:Manager at Karma Asian cuisine.
Requirement: Manage Indian restaurant, 
have a knowledge of spices, a person can 

speak Hindi as well.
Contact: Bunty, 1869-763-9721

Apartment for Rent.

2 bedroom  1 1/2 bathrooms + study area 

located near Charlestown

Call:664-5232

Vacancy
Miguels Hair Salon & Barber Shop

One Hairdresser

Vacancy
Platinum Work

One Worker Experience in 
Technical Winding Electric motor

Tele: 660-3740
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From the Supervisor of Elections: 
Issue 50: New defi nitions, old law.

A lawyer once said to me that laws 
are deliberately written ambigu-
ously so lawyers can get  work. The 
National Assembly Elections Act that 
was originally crafted in 1952 has its 
share of ambiguity in itself and does 
not dovetail well with other laws. 
With some minor amendments, this is 
the law that the last 9 elections were 
contested under. Federally PAM won 
3, Labour won 4 and Unity won 1 and 
one resulted in the infamous 5:4:2 
‘tie’. Maybe it isn’t all that bad!

There have been two amendments 
in the last 5 years; one to introduce 
early voting and one to repeal it.  
Essentially, therefore, today’s law is 

the same as that of 2014, and essen-
tially the same that I inherited.  There 
seems to be some ambiguity about 
defi nitions, so in this article, I wish 
to address terms as they are applied.  
It is my fi rm conviction that certain 
terms were deliberately left open to 
interpretation by the drafters of the 
law. 

Take residence.  Upon enrollment, ap-
plicants are placed in a constituency 
based on “ordinary residence”.  But 
exactly what is this? Here is what the 
law states at Section 37A:-

“For the purposes of registration under 
this Act, a person shall be deemed to 
reside in the constituency where he or 
she was ordinarily resident on the reg-
istration date.  

A person shall not, for the purposes of 
this Act, be deemed to be ordinarily 
resident in any constituency to which 
he or she has come for the purpose of 
engaging temporarily in any employ-
ment of a seasonal character and, for 
the purposes of this subsection, “sea-
sonal” means temporary employment 
of not more than six months at any one 

Subject to subsections before (I para-
phrase), the question whether a person 

is or was ordinarily resident in a con-
stituency for any material period shall 
be determined by reference to all the 
facts of the case. The place of ordinary 
residence of a person is, generally the 
place which he or she has always been 
or which he or she has adopted as, the 
place of his or her habitation or home, 
whereto when away from there he or 
she intends to return.

Where it appears by reference to all 
facts of the case that a person has more 
than one place of residence, such per-
son shall elect in respect of which place 
he or she desires to be registered. 

Notwithstanding [all] subsections, 
the Chief Registration Offi cer or the 
Registration Offi cer for a constituency 
may carry out an investigation and 
may, in such circumstances as he or 
she deems necessary, visit any house 
within the constituency for the pur-
pose of ascertaining whether persons 
whose names appear in any list reside 
in a particular constituency or are still 
alive or for such other prescribed pur-
poses as the Chief Registration Offi cer 
or Registration Offi cer may require.”
Notice a 1-day qualifi cation, a 6 month 
qualifi cation, an adoption option and 

a choice is given in these clauses.  
Enrolment doesn’t mean that you are 
a voter.  The system requires that the 
names of persons who enrolled must 
be published at two public places per 
polling division by the 15th of the 
month following for public scrutiny.  
These lists are to remain available for 
10 days including Sundays. Objections 
to any name can be made, but must be 
done within 10 days of posting i.e. the 
same 10 days. If an objection is made, 
within another 5 days, a list must be 
published, again at two places per 
polling division, and remain there for 
5 days.  We publish these things reli-
giously, but we cannot guarantee the 
duration of display as this is up to the 
public.

The person objected to must also be 
notifi ed, either by registered mail or 
by regular mail of which there is evi-
dence of receipt; and such notice must 
be given for at least 5 days before the 
hearing is to take place.  For the fi rst 
time, we see a discretion being al-
lowed to the Electoral Offi ce.  I have 
not changed the system, except to have 
the Commission guide the interpreta-
tion of ordinary residence.  

My quest remains: one man, one vote 
in the right place and fairness to all!
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Cayon FC Gear Up for Caribbean 
Club Shield Tournament

By Loshaun Dixon

Back to Back St. Kitts 
and Nevis Premier 
League Champions the 
Flow 4G Cayon Rockets 
are set to compete at 
the inaugural Republic 
Caribbean Club Shield 
tournament set for April 
13-21 in the Dominican 
Republic.

The Caribbean Club 
Shield will feature 12 
teams from 12 mem-
ber association leagues 
in the Caribbean 
which are working 
with CONCACAF’s 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Department towards 
a long-term vision to 
professionalize the club 
game across the region. 

According to Secretary 
of the Cayon Football 
Club Andy Blanchette 

the club was offered 
the opportunity to 
go to the Dominican 
Republic to partici-
pate in the Caribbean 
Shield tournament 
under the auspices 
of the CONCACAF 
Federation

“This became possible 
as a result of our ster-
ling and outstanding 
performances over the 
past two years where 
we are the back to back 
champions. As a result 
of this we were afforded 
the opportunity to rep-
resent the SKNFA.”

Blanchette was also 
confident of advanc-
ing to the Semi-finals 
of that competition. 
“Based on the teams, 
we can advance to the 
Semi Finals and Finals 
but they would have to 
go out there and execute 

to the standards they 
have been playing for 
the past two seasons.” 
he said.

Blanchette was speak-
ing following a dona-
tion of $15,000 from 
Parliamentary represen-
tative the Hon. Eugene 
Hamilton and TDC who 
donated $5,000 to their 
venture.

He welcomed the dona-
tion that could prove ex-
pensive for the amateur 
club. “It is most deserv-
ing we are extremely 
happy because to take 
a 20 man squad to the 
Dominican Republic 
it costs us well over 
$30,000 USD so the do-
nation can go a long way 
in ensuring that into the 
Dominican Republic,” 
Blanchette said.

Hamilton speaking after 

handing over the cheque 
to the club indicated that 
he had been a founding 
member of the club and 
felt obligated to make 
the donation.

“I am a founding mem-
ber of the Cayon foot-
ball Club. The very first 
Cayon team that entered 
this arena in 1974 I was 
a member playing out-
side left we won straight 
through the second di-
vision winning every 
game and advanced to 
the first division and I 
played in this league for 
many years,” he said.

Hamilton indicated that 
the club has remained 
part of him over the 
years and that was the 
rationale behind the 
donation. “What is 
more important is, they 
have had two back to 
back championships, 
one which I would say 
is convincing, and it 

is a testament to the 
hard work put in by the 
youngsters and sup-
ported by their coach 
George “Yellow Man” 
Isaac…And so, I want-
ed to give them some 
tangible support.”

He reminded that when 
they won the first title 
in 2015/2016 season he 
gave the club $6000. 
“I decided to raise the 
bar given the fact they 
have to travel abroad 
and participate in some 
games.”

Marketing Assistant at 
TDC, Dominic Matthew 
speaking on the dona-
tion indicated that the 
donation is part of their 
company’s investment 
in sports development. 
“TDC has always con-
tributed to sports in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, and our 
contribution to the Flow 
4G Cayon Rockets this 
evening is just another 

one of those contribu-
tions to advance the 
game beyond the grass 
roots level,” he said.

The Flow 4G Cayon 
Rockets were expected 
to depart the Federation 
on April 11th.

They were crowned 
Premier League 
Champions in 
2015/2016 only having 
returned to the season 
prior and convincingly 
defended that title last 
season. They currently 
lie fifth this season in a 
tightly bunched top half 
of the Premier League 
table.

The team made up of 
mostly youth players 
have also been credited 
for uniting the commu-
nity of Cayon that was 
once a hotbed for crimi-
nal activity. 
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Kittitian Diaspora endorses the Peoples 
Labour Party and Prime Minister Harris

(PLP PR Media Inc.)

The Peoples Labour Party’s (PLP) 
second annual National Convention 
held in West Basseterre on Saturday 
March 24 had all the hallmarks of the 
greatest political event that would 
have taken place in the history of the 
Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis.

While that was the general consen-
sus by the people on the ground, the 
Kittitian Diaspora was offi cially rep-
resented at the historic event by four 
prominent members of the Diaspora, 

three who were making their debut 
appearance at the Peoples Labour 
Party platform. They were publicly 
acknowledged by the PLP’s National 
Political Leader and Prime Minister 
of the Federation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, Dr the Hon Timothy Harris.

Saying that Team Unity was a national 
family, Prime Minister Harris stated: 
“This, my Family, is the essence be-
hind how our Team Unity Movement 
is intended to function. Many colours 

The Mayor of Cayon: Mr Lennox Liburd from the USA addressing the PLP’s 
2018 National Annual Convention at the Patsy Allers Playing fi eld in West 

Basseterre.

CONT’D ON PAGE 23
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New island main road imminent

By Loshaun Dixon

Drivers on the island 
main road in St. Kitts 
will soon be relieved 
from pot hole dodg-
ing with its imminent 

resurfacing following a 
signing ceremony with 
the contractors.

The contractors in-
volved in phase one of 
the project have signed 
on the dotted line with 

the workers coming 
from the communities 
where the work will be 
done

ADB Consultants will 
oversee the entire proj-
ect and according to 

its Managing Director 
Martell Lee it’s  part of 
a massive undertaking 
between them and the 
government. 

“The Minister through 
the Public Works re-
quested of us to do a 
condition survey on the 
road which is 47Km 
of road and to pro-
vide him with reports 
and recommendations 
as to how this can be 
undertaken within 18 
months,” Lee said.

He indicated  an ini-
tial report has been 
made that will look 
at road surface condi-
tions, drainage and 
the alignment of the 
road. “I am happy to 
say we have gotten 
to the point where 
we were authorised 
to do segments of the 
project within this fi-
nancial year. At this 
stage, I am happy to 
say we have also got-
ten to the stage where 
we have done eight 
components,”he said.

The components he 
explained are of vary-
ing value, some large 
and some smaller that 
will incorporate local 
and domestic contrac-
tors confined to spe-
cific areas.

He also noted that 
he wants to ensure 

capacity building 
among contractors. 
“Having engaged with 
more than 20 contrac-
tors for tender, we 
have selected eight 
and at this stage we 
have five such proj-
ects which are ready 
for execution and the 
other three will follow 
very shortly.”

He disclosed that the 
work will be starting 
at the airport round-
a-bout and going east 
and west simultane-
ously. “The objective 
is to break the con-
tract up in manage-
able sizes so it can 
be done without over 
extending  our task in 
engaging and consum-
ing too much of the 
roadway so it becomes 
a task and a burden to 
commuters. Once that 
is done we will de-
velop other contracts 
to include additional 
work.”

Minister of Public 
Infrastructure the Hon. 
Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd 
noted that when  his 
party  got into office 
ministers recognized 
the neglect of  public 
infrastructure by the 
former administration. 
“We embarked on a 
condition survey. That 
survey helped us to 
determine the way for-
ward in terms of the 

cost and state of the 
roads,” Liburd said.

He noted it was decid-
ed to phase the project 
because of the cost. 
”When we looked at 
the entire island main 
road in it is in the re-
gion of $69M and that 
does not include the 
Old Road Bay reha-
bilitation Project.”

He explained that the 
work will see indi-
viduals from the areas 
receiving employment 
on the work happen-
ing in that area.” It 
tells you, that this 
project will have a 
cascading effect in the 
economy.” It was also 
disclosed that the first 
phase will cost over 
$6M

The five entities 
awarded contracts to 
participate in Phase I 
of the road project are 
Allie Construction, 
Boonies Construction, 
B&B Ltd., Huggins 
and Son Construction 
and O’Loughlin 
Construction. The 
five firms awarded 
contracts to partici-
pate in Phase I of the 
road project are Allie 
Construction, Boonies 
Construction, B&B 
Ltd., Huggins and 
Son Construction 
and O’Loughlin 
Construction. 
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representing the differ-
ent political parties but 
one movement: Team 
Unity for all of our 
people regardless of 
their political affi liation. 
That is why Lennox 
Liburd is here standing 
with us today. That is 
why Anthony Ross QC 
is here and Dr Anthony 
Sebastian is (also) here 
today.”
Mr Lennox Liburd, 
Mr Anthony Ross, and 
Dr Anthony Sebastian 
are Kittitians living in 
North America, who 
were making their debut 
at the PLP’s National 
Convention. Also 
present at this year’s 

convention was Mr Alva 
Pemberton who is Team 
Unity Administration’s 
Diaspora Affairs and 
Programme Offi cer in 
North America, who 
had attended the inau-
gural convention held 
last year in Tabernacle.
Mr Anthony Ross 
QC and Dr Anthony 
Sebastian both who 
came from Canada were 
two of the fi rst in the 
Diaspora to publicly 
endorse the Peoples 
Labour Party, and at the 
convention when given 
the opportunity to bring 
fraternal greetings they 
both praised the out-
standing leadership of 

Prime Minister Harris.
Mr Ross is a popular 
black lawyer in Canada, 
who has made a name 
through the advocacy 
role he plays in the pres-
ervation of Canada’s 
cultural heritage. He has 
been dealing in class 
action lawsuits repre-
senting the country’s 
aboriginal communities.
He is no stranger to 
the local political land-
scape in the Federation. 
At the Convention he 
recounted that in 1980 
he contested the general 
elections on a PAM ticket 
running against the Hon 
Joseph Nathaniel France 
for the Basseterre West 
seat. Having seen and 

heard Senator the Hon 
Akilah Byron-Nisbett, he 
commended her candi-
dacy to the people of West 
Basseterre and extended 
best wishes to her.
On the other hand Dr 
Anthony Sebastian, 
who is the son of the 
Federation’s former 
Governor General the 
Late Sir Dr Cuthbert 
Sebastian, is a popular 
medical practitioner in 
Canada. He runs one of 
the largest family practice 
in Toronto, Ontario.
Mr Lennox Liburd, bet-
ter known as the Mayor 
of Cayon, is one of the 
most respected political 
activists in Cayon and for 
years who organised mas-
sive turnouts for public 
meetings organised by the 
Hon Eugene Hamilton.
“Dr Harris I want to com-
mend you for the work 
you have been doing in 
this country,” said Mr 
Liburd. “I want to com-
mend the Team Unity 
Government for what 
they have been doing in 
this country so far. We are 
now in West Basseterre, 

Hon Senator (Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett) I want 
to wish you all the best 
whenever you are called 
upon and all I have to say 
is - thank you, and thank 
you very much.”
When Mr Alva Pemberton 
took to the podium, 
he praised the Peoples 
Labour Party’s wisdom 
in holding the convention 
at an open auditorium on 
the Patsy Allers Playing 
fi eld in West Basseterre 
noting that it was sending 
a clear and unprecedented 
message that PLP would 
reclaim Constituency 

Number Three for Team 
Unity at the next general 
election.
“The Peoples Labour 
Party under the leader-
ship of our God-fearing 
Leader, Dr the Hon 
Timothy Harris, is do-
ing great,” concluded Mr 
Pemberton. “As Prime 
Minister he is outstand-
ing. Our country is en-
vied by others around 
the world because of 
his work. Our Prime 
Minister has the vision 
and foresight! Let’s fol-
low his direction.”

CONT’D FROM PAGE 22

Mr Anthony Ross QC addressing PLP’s 2018 Na-
tional Annual Convention


