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ECCB braces 
for impact  

from  
COVID-19

He said the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has projected that the global economy will 

contract in 2020 on a magnitude the same as or 
larger than the 2008 global financial crisis. 

By Loshaun Dixon

The economic fallout 
from COVID-19 will 
significantly hurt the 
economies of the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency 
Union (ECCU) ac-
cording to Governor of 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB) 
Timothy Antoine.
 Antoine, in a statement, 
noted the pandemic has 
now morphed into a 
global economic down-
turn and an almost certain 
recession. 
 He said the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
projected that the global 
economy will contract in 
2020 on a magnitude the 
same as or larger than 
the 2008 global financial 
crisis. 
 “The extent of the eco-
nomic impact depends on 
the length and severity of 
the pandemic and those 
are still unknowns at this 
time.”
 The central bank gov-
ernor said the ECCB is 
projecting significant 
contractions in the econo-
mies. “The ECCB has 
run several scenarios for 
the ECCU. Based on two 
such scenarios, economic 
activity in the ECCU 
is projected to contract 

between 5.0 per cent and 
7.0 per cent (in real terms) 
in 2020 accompanied by 
a sharp rise in unemploy-
ment. Keep in mind that 
prior to this pandemic, 

economic growth in the 
ECCU was projected at 
3.3 per cent.”
 He pointed out member 
governments have an-
nounced fiscal stimulus or 
care and relief packages, 
to help cushion the effect 
of the pandemic on indi-
viduals and businesses. 
 “With Tourism closed, 
this is an exceptionally 
challenging time for our 
governments because 
revenues have plummet-
ed even as COVID-19-
related expenditures have 
increased dramatically,” 
he said.

 He said the ECCB has 
been focused on two pri-
orities: protecting its staff 
and serving the region. 
 

Antoine also highlighted 
some of the actions the 
bank has taken to assist in 
this difficult time.
 

“First, provided finan-
cial support to Member 
Governments through a 
$4.0m grant ($500,000 
each) from the Fiscal 
Reserve Tranche II – 
March 13; 

 “Second, reached an 
agreement with the ECCU 
Bankers Association on 
a loan deferral (mora-
torium) programme for 
customers for up to six 
months. 

 “A waiver of late fees and 
charges is applicable to 
eligible customers during 
that period. 
 “Third, created a page 

on the ECCB’s website 
to provide information on 
the Bank’s COVID-19. 
Fourth, discussed a loan 
deferral programme 
(moratorium) for custom-
ers with credit unions, the 
Caribbean Confederation 
of Credit Unions (CCCU) 
and national regulators.”
 He said the Central 
Bank has also convened 
meetings with Ministries 
of Finance of Member 
Governments to sup-
port the development 
of national and regional 
responses to COVID-19. 
“The ECCB is work-
ing very closely with the 
OECS Commission on 

procurement of critical 
supplies, assessments, re-
source mobilisation and 
coordination.”
He added the ECCB is 

also actively engaged 
with the IMF and The 
World Bank on assistance 
for our member countries. 
“Our Central Bank con-
tinues to provide currency 
to banks in every member 
country to ensure, for ex-
ample, ATMs/ABMs can 
be restocked, as needed. 
 In respect of payments, 
our Central Bank contin-
ues to play a vital role in 
ensuring payments are 
made on time, includ-
ing payroll and pension 
payments for govern-
ments and social security 
systems which use the 
Electronic Funds Transfer 
(EFT) platform.”

 Antoine also ensured the 
EC dollar remains very 
strong. “As of Friday, 3 
April, 2020, the Backing 
Ratio of our currency 
stood at 100.7 per cent. 
This is great news because 
it means that the buffers 
built up over many years 
will serve our Currency 
Union extremely well in 
this difficult period.”
 

He said the Central Bank 
will need to extend ad-
ditional credit to govern-
ments and banks. “In a 
similar way, as the Central 
Bank has temporar-
ily lowered the Discount 
Rate for governments and 
banks, the Central Bank 
is prepared, if necessary, 
to temporarily lower the 
Backing Ratio as addi-
tional credit is extended to 
governments and banks.
 

‘That said, the backing 
of our currency will re-
main far above the legal 
requirement at all times. 
As you may know, the 
ECCB Agreement re-
quires a backing ratio of 
60.0 per cent. Thankfully, 
our Central Bank has sig-
nificant foreign reserves 
and the EC dollar will 
remain strong throughout 
this period.’

Governor of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB) 
Timothy Antoine
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Seven times

EDItOrIal

Many of us, like Naaman of the Bible, are amazed at the simplicity of the 
preventive treatment for Covid-19.  Naaman simply had to dip seven times 
in the Jordan river. He cussed, but eventually did so and was healed.

In the face of this worldwide plague, we simply have to stay home. Isolate. 
Mask up. Sanitize. Wash up. Simple, everyday steps that anyone can do.  
Sadly, some are cussing and refusing to comply.  The number of arrests for 
violation of the curfew is proof of this non-compliance.

The questions posed at the daily press briefings that are convened by the 
Covid team indicate how much some have tried to overcomplicate matters.  
Despite the curfew, some have tried to obtain wiggle room at every oppor-
tunity; and have even tried to turn that wiggle into elbow room.

Some pretended ignorance, and wanted to know the number of uncon-
firmed as well as confirmed covid cases. Some want to know  all the 
details of patients including names.  Some demanded to know what 
residence meant as if we didn’t already know. We want to know all sorts 
of extraneous information. Those details don’t really matter, and won’t 
matter if we all do what we are supposed to do.  Everyone must be treated 
as a carrier of the virus and we all must avoid direct contact as much as 
possible.

Meanwhile, following the statement by the Hon Attorney General about 
the holding of elections, social media is agog with discussions about the 
constitutionality of a deferred election, although the AG did not specifical-
ly say so.  We know that It is possible to hold an election despite corona; 
it happened in Wisconsin last week, it is happening in South Korea, and it 
happened in France in February. 

Although cause and effect have not been established, it is impossible to 
note that in France, about 140, 000 persons have become infected with 
more than 15,000 persons dead. In Wisconsin, there are about 4000 cases 
with almost 200 deaths. Did the gatherings contribute to these macabre 
figures?  Its too early to tell.

Read 2 Kings Chapter 5, meditate and be comforted.

Dear Kenneth,

Or maybe I should start 
this by saying Dear Mr. 
Williams.  That was the 
respectful way I learned 
to address you when I 
lived in the Federation of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.
I have owed you this let-
ter of appreciation for 
some time, but never 
got around to writing it.  

Anyhow, I simply want 
to thank you for the op-
portunity you gave me to 
work in the Caribbean.  
The experience of work-
ing for you and The 
Observer has made a 
dramatic change in my 
life and I have you to 
thank for it.
I went to the Caribbean 
to get away from some 
things -- a marriage that 
had ended in divorce and 
a desire to escape from 
things that were pressing 
in on me. But I also went 
there because I wanted 
to understand the culture 
of the people who lived 
in St. Kitts and Nevis.  I 
got to know the people 
and admire their way 

of life. They taught me 
more about myself and 
America than any expe-
riences I could have had 
in my own country.
I am sorry some of my 
personal habits, includ-
ing my drinking, caused 
problems with you.  That 
was inexcusable and I 
apologize for it. You have 
a hard external character, 
but you are a good heart-
ed man who knows how 
to forgive as you proved 

by hiring me back not 
once but twice after you 
and I went through some 
problems associated with 
how I performed.  My 
experiences caused me 
to change my lifestyle 
and I am thankful to 
say I abolished drinking 
and both my health and 
even my performance 
as a journalist and writer 
have vastly improved.  
I also have to thank you 
for the novel I am writ-
ing about Blackbeard. I 
would never have come 
up to write a historical 
romance novel about 
his life had I not visited 
islands like Nevis and 
Anguilla where the pi-
rates used to anchor their 

ships. I also visited a site 
on St. Kitts where the 
last mass pirate hang-
ing took place.   All of 
these memories stayed 
with me after I left the 
Federation and returned 
to the United States.
I have told many people 
about you, The Observer, 
St. Kitts and Nevis over 
the past few years. I 
have also written many 
articles about my life 
on the islands and my 

words have nearly all 
been positive about my 
experiences.
Anyhow, these are just a 
few of my thoughts.  In 
closing, I simply want 
to wish you success and 
good health for as long 
as you live. You are an 
extraordinary publisher 
and you have a good 
newspaper that serves its 
purpose. It was indeed 
an honor and a pleasure 
to have worked for you.

Sincerely,
Geno Lawrenzi Jr.
Sutersville, PA 15083 

I have told many people about you, 
The Observer, St. Kitts and Nevis 

over the past few years. I have also 
written many articles about my life 
on the islands and my words have 
nearly all been positive about my 

experiences.

letter  to  the
Editor
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By Loshaun Dixon

A relaxation on some re-
strictions on the stay-at-
home order may happen 
Monday, although a state 
of emergency will re-
main in effect. This may 
come after more than 
two weeks of 24-hour 
lockdown.
Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Timothy Harris made 
the announcement 
Wednesday  that next 
week, there will be a 
gradual relaxation of re-
strictions and the zoning 
plan will be discontinued. 
“Four days will be made 
available for you, if you 
must leave your home, 
but the Shelter-in-Place 
Regulations will still be 
in force. This will allow 
you to better plan how to 
shop for food and other 
necessities.   Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday will be avail-
able for shopping and 
other essential elements 
to be taken care of 
with a partial curfew in 
place. Wednesday will 

be a full 24-hour lock-
down,” Dr. Harris said.
Dr. Harris said although 
the restrictions have 
been inconveniencing 
residents, they were nec-
essary for the safety of 
the population. “Many 
of you would want to go 
to work to make a living 
to feed your families, but 
this has been absolutely 
necessary to protect 
you, your family and our 
Country. Your health and 
your safety have always 
been our priority.”
He also disclosed some 
less essential businesses 
will be allowed to open 
next week but urged that 
they are still at risk of 
catching COVID-19.
“As we go forward, we 
recognize that changes 
will have to be made in 
the way in which we live 
at this time. As there is 
a gradual relaxation of 
the limited curfews next 
week, we will now con-
sider having some less 
essential businesses open 
their doors. If and when 
this happens, we would 

appeal to all our citizens 
to remember that we are 
still working to control 
the spread of the COVID 
virus.”

Dr. Harris also spoke to 
the issue of food security 
in the Federation and dis-
closed that farmers and 
fisher folk will be given 
additional time to ply 
their trades next week.
“Food security is critical 
to life and living.  We 
have listened intently to 
the views of our farmers 
and fisher folks.  We note 
that while adequate food 
and beverage come to St. 
Kitts and Nevis weekly, 
it is in our national in-
terest to have adequate 
local produce, including 
supplies of fruits, vegeta-
bles, etc.  We have noted 
the advice that farming 
in small islands generally 
involves a small number 
of persons on each farm, 
making it easier for so-
cial distancing to apply.”
“In this regard, farm-
ers and fishers will be 

allowed to engage in 
their trade during the pe-
riod 6:00am to 4:00pm 
on partial curfew days 
and on such terms 
and conditions as the 
Commissioner of Police 
may determine during 
the 24-hour lockdown, 
he said.”
He said restaurants and 
food outlets will still only 
be allowed to supply 
cooked or prepared meals 
only on a takeaway basis 
with no meals will be 
served and eaten inside 
restaurants by patrons.  
“This is of course to pre-
serve social and physical 
distancing and minimize 
the risk of transmission 
of the coronavirus which 
has left many dead across 
the world.”

He said the government 
and officials on the front 
line will examine and 
advise on how other en-
tities, not now deemed 
essential, can operate 
with minimal risk.  “We 
expect by next Monday 
to get their report and to 

advise the Country on 
how we will proceed.”
The Prime Minister also 
disclosed that school will 
not reopen on Monday, 
April 20 as per the origi-
nal schedule. 
“Even as we proceed, we 
must be careful not to 
reverse the gains made 
so far by swift, timely 
and decisive action by 
our Government based 
on the advice of our out-
standing, patriotic health 
experts led by our CMO 
and our broader body 
of patriots working in 
the NEOC headed by 
the National Disaster 
Coordinator.”
 He also urged the public 
to act “honorably and re-
sponsibly”, and advised 
some precautions to take 
when in public.
“Everyone going beyond 
their shelter must wear 
a mask or other article 
that properly covers their 
nose and mouth.  This 
simple act will mini-
mize human-to-human 
transmission.  Masks are 

now readily available 
for purchase from Sun 
Island Clothes Ltd, Mrs. 
Lynette Bonaparte and 
Kiwie Dan.
“Entities allowed to 
transact business must 
provide their employees 
and customers with hand 
sanitizers at the point of 
entry and in due course 
will be expected to do 
temperature checks us-
ing thermometer guns.  
Those with elevated tem-
peratures i.e. tempera-
tures above 99 degrees 
Fahrenheit should not 
be allowed access and 
they should be encour-
aged to visit their health 
practitioner.
“As we extend oppor-
tunities for persons to 
move with more partial 
curfews and less 24-hour 
lockdowns, we insist that 
everyone going beyond 
their shelter must wear 
a mask or other article 
that properly covers their 
nose and mouth.  This 
simple act will mini-
mize human-to-human 
transmission. “ 

relaxation on restrictions 
next week
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By Monique Washington

The manager of the Nevis 
Air and Seaport Authority 
(NASPA), Oral Brandy 
has made it clear NASPA 
ports will remain open 
during the partial curfew 
for clearance of cargo and 
emergencies but not for 
inter-island travel.
Brandy said since the on-
set of this pandemic, they 
have recognized that the 

functions of the ports are 
critical not only in respect 
to the control of coronavi-
rus but for the continuous 
facilitation of trade, espe-
cially of food and medical 
supplies. 
Brandy said, “The Long 
Point port is opened to the 
general public during the 
partial curfew days, when 
the lockdown is from 
evenings to mornings. We 
operate during the hours 

of 8 am to 12:30 pm. 
“While we are open for all 
customers, we encourage 
people to visit the port for 
clearance of their cargo 
only if they are urgently 
needed or alternatively 
you can use an agent or a 
broker. It is important that 
we allow those essential 
businesses service entities 
to have their commodities 
cleared and delivered,” he 
said. 

He disclosed that NASPA 
will not charge rental or 
storage fees for cargo 
during the restrictive days 
and weeks. 

“We still accommodate 
air cargo carriers FedEx, 
DHL and Coastal Air at 
the airport. Both NASPA 
and customs are presently 
operating on minimum 
staff in our efforts to 

practice social distancing 
and protect the safety of 
our staff and community.” 
He said the ports are cur-
rently “closed for passen-
ger movement except for 
emergency and medical 
reasons as for the Covd19 
regulations.”

He however noted that 
anyone who performs 

an essential service or 
believes that they have a 
very good reason to travel 
within or outside the 
Federation, permission 
must first be sought from 
the Commissioner of 
Police or by the Attorney 
General.

“Anyone without written 
permission will not be al-
lowed to travel,” he said.

Ports opened for 
business,  

emergencies-not 
passengers



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 17th, 2020NewS Page:7

Dr.-Judy-Nisbett

The homepage for the Nevis Health website to be launched by the Nevis 
Island Administration on Thursday April 09, 2020

Covid19 Chair  
appeals for  

people’s privacy 
By Monique Washington

The Chairperson of the 
Covid19 Task Force, 
Dr. Judy Nisbett has ex-
pressed her disapproval 
of people who have been 
circulating pictures and 
personal information of 
those in Nevis who are 
believed to have tested 
positive for COVID-19.
Recently, a 35-year-old 
man with minimal symp-
toms was announced as 
the latest person who test-
ed positive for the virus 
on Nevis. Doctor Nisbett 
revealed that the male 
works within the Tourism 

Industry and noted that he 
was doing well. 
But hours later a picture 
of a male believed to be 
the victim was placed on 
numerous social media 
platforms. “Our last posi-
tive test was reported over 
a week ago. I am appeal-
ing to people to respect 
the privacy of persons. It 
is totally unnecessary for 
a person to be circulating 
pictures of someone.

“I find it an irresponsible 
use of social media. I 
encourage persons to use 

social media in a more 
positive way and to lift 
others up and not to dis-
criminate,” Dr. Nisbett 
said.
Meantime, Dr Nisbett 
revealed that more test 
results had been con-
firmed and all are nega-
tive. “There had been 
some of the backlog of 
tests that have now been 
cleared. We received 16 
test results all of which 
are negative as a result 
the number of pending 
tests is now down to 14. 
Seventy-one test per-
formed so far 53 negative 
four positive all four are 

doing well and they are 
symptom free,” she said.
Currently she said that 
there are 78 people 

quarantined while 122 
have been released from 
quarantine.
In the Federation the 

number of positive 
COVID-19 patients is 
now at 14. Four in Nevis 
and 10 in St. Kitts.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Private Estate Seeks Human Resource Specialist

 
Experience:

A minimum of 10 years’ experience in Human Resource Management required, including:  
practical experience in Human Resource Management with proficiency in the operations of  

recruitment, performance management, compensation and benefits management.

Background in manual and electronic payroll systems, maintaining personnel database via cloud 
based HRIS technology, employee policy and procedure writing, health and safety training.

 
Education: 

BSc. Degree in Human Resources Management or related discipline.

Post Graduate Certification in Human Resource Management required or preferred.

Second language a plus. 

 
Skills: 

Excellent interpersonal and relationship management skills. Proven ability to engage  
employees, enhance morale, and improve job satisfaction. Ability to operate with a “hands on” 

approach to include carrying out all HR administrative tasks.

 
CARICOM status for work eligibility preferred.

Interested candidates should send your cover letter and CV to estatejob9655@gmail.com or  

submit your application at Larkland M. Richards & Associates. Edmund & Eulalie Williams  

Complex, Main Street, Charlestown, Nevis.
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Churches  
agree to  

not gather

By Loshaun Dixon

Churches in St. Kitts and 
Nevis have agreed to con-
form to the restrictions 
imposed by the State of 
Emergency to curb the 
spread of coronavirus in 
the Federation.
The Rev. Erickson 
Cumberbatch, Secretary 
of Evangelical 
Association speaking 
on its behalf and on the 
behalf of the Christian 
Council said after discus-
sion and collaboration 
with the Chief Medical 
Officer and the National 
Emergency Operations 
Centre both organizations 
a decision was made.
“In light of the threat of 
COVID-19 in order to 
avert danger to our lives 
and the lives of citizens 
to our federation that we 
work in harmony with the 
guidelines established to 
prevent the escalation of 

the spread of COVID-19.”
He said the churches have 
taken all the issues into 
consideration and have 
agreed to err on the side 
of caution and take pre-
cautionary measures of 
social distancing: “To not 
assemble in our Churches, 
gather in any session of 
worship due to the fact we 
can expose people who 
have come in contact or 
exposed to the virus.

“As churches we lead 
from the front and by 
example to comply with 
the regulations and rules 
established by the CMO, 
the NEOC for no gather-
ing and the opening of 
any church unless prior 
permission is granted.”
Cumberbatch urged 
churches to make use 
of technology to stay in 
touch with members and 

parishioners.
Many churches in the 
Federation have been 
able to use technology to 
connect with members of 
their congregations and 
the general public in ways 
such as live streams on 
social media and through 
radio broadcasts.
“We are aware that the 
church’s income will 
be immensely affected 
but this threat will pass. 
Be patient and protect 
lives.”

He also urged church 
leaders to seek per-
mission from the 
Commissioner of 
Police if they are to vis-
it their sanctuaries for 
whatever the reason, 
whether it is for virtual 
church services or for 
equipment.
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SS relief cheques 
ready for Monday 

By Monique Washington

The first payment to af-
fected workers by the 
Covid19 will be avail-
able on Monday (April 
20), according to the 
Deputy Director of the 
Social Security Board 
Vernel Powell.
The Social Security 
Board set aside a $15 
million grant to be paid 
to affected workers. The 

grant is a temporary re-
lief measure for workers 
impacted by COVID-19.
Application forms for aid 
grants are available at the 
Social Security offices, 
the Labour Department 
or the Social Security 
website. 
“The grant is up to 

$1,000, but it does not 
mean that everyone will 
get $1,000. If you have 
reduced hours you will 
be paid the difference,” 
Powell advised.
Powell noted that “It is 
the expectation of Social 
Security to make that 
payment on April 20 and 
the 20th of every month 
thereafter. So, months 
April, May and June.”

To date thousands have 
applied to the Social 
Security Department  for 
some relief.

The Observer questioned 
as to how a person would 
know if they are success-
ful. Powell said, “you 
would know when there 

is a cheque in your ac-
count on the 20th April”  
“At some point we will 
write to everyone. For ap-
plications that are disal-
lowed, we would inform 
those people and give the 
reason why. If you did 
not receive a payment it 
is highly likely you were 
unsuccessful,” he said.
Powell also advised that 
people who applied for 

other benefits prior will 
receive their money.
“Anyone that applied for 
and has been approved 
for benefits, sickness 
benefits, maternity ben-
efits whatever the benefit 
is please be assured that 
your benefit cheque will 
be received in a timely 
manner.”

“the grant is up to $1,000, but it does not 
mean that everyone will get $1,000. If 
you have reduced hours you will be paid 
the difference,” Powell advised.
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Claim PM’s Virus response Wins 
Public Praise

Government officials claim Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris and his administration have been 
receiving praise for the ”competent handling” of 
the coronavirus pandemic, which has resulted in a 
State of Emergency being declared for the period 
March 28th to April 18th.
Prime Minister Harris has been taking to the air-
waves to disseminate information and assure the 
public that the country’s government and health 
system are prepared to deal effectively with the 
pandemic.  To date, the Federation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis has 12 confirmed COVID-19 cases with zero 
deaths.
Speaking last Saturday, April 11th on WINN (98.9) 
FM’s Inside the News – during his third consecu-
tive appearance on the popular weekend talk show 
– the Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis said: 
“From where I sit, and from the knowledge I have, 
I think that we are fortunate as a people to have the 

kinds of dedicated teams that we have in the Health 
Emergency Operations Centre (HEOC) headed by 
Dr. Hazel Laws and in the National Emergency 
Operations Centre (NEOC) headed by Mr. Abdias 
Samuel.”
Prime Minister Harris noted that, “As small as we 
are, we kept the pandemic from our shores for the 
longest while; we were the last among the indepen-
dent states to have been visited by the virus.”
The Prime Minister further stated that, “Some peo-
ple do not see and could never see all the things that 
are being done, but in a careful and methodological 
way our health planners and our front-line people 
had been preparing for it.  If the worst-case sce-
nario were to emerge, St. Kitts and Nevis’ health 
system is at the best place that it can be to deal with 
the issues of the pandemic.”
Shortly after making his opening statement on 

Inside the News on Saturday, and all the way 
through the weekend, Prime Minister Harris was 
inundated with messages via WhatsApp.  They 
came from a wide cross-section of citizens and res-
idents, including retired and senior public officials 
and longstanding business leaders.
“Happy Easter PM.  Thank you for your leadership 
during this unprecedented challenging time.  Stay 
safe,” one message said.  Another message said: 
“St. Kitts Nevis has the best disaster management 
team.  You guys are amazing.  Keep up the good 
work Dr. Harris.  May God continue to guide you.”
Yet another message, which was sent by a gi-
ant of industry, who long ago immigrated to the 
Federation and resides in St. Kitts, said: “Good af-
ternoon Sir.  Very inspiring speech on the future of 
St. Kitts.  God Bless.  I can see the passion for St. 
Kitts and the people of St. Kitts coming through.”
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By Monique Washington

The twin island 
Federation has once 
again been placed on 24 
hours and partial cur-
few  for this upcoming 
week. Superintendent 
of the Nevis Division of 
the Royal St Christopher  
and Nevis Police Lyndon 
David is warning all 
Nevisians , “if it’s not an 
emergency stay home .”
During a press briefing 

with the COVID19 Task 
Force Thursday (April 
16) David warned people 
being caught outside of 
their yards on a non-zon-
ing day, 24 hour curfew 
or partial curfew will be 
punished by the law.

“Only the zone that is al-
lowed to move about will 
move about, everyone 
else stay indoors, stay in 
your yards…. During the 
partial curfew going to 
the beach is not permitted 
at this time. 

“You are only permitted 

at this time to deal with 
matters of emergency 
whether it is medical or 
anything that needs to 
be addressed urgently. 
You will either get sum-
mon, warned or sent back 
home,” he said

David said police officers 
are continuing to conduct 
a number of patrols and 
for the most part, per-
sons are adhering to the 

restriction.
“We have made 10 ar-
rest for breach of curfew, 
two people have been 
charged, seven people be-
ing warned and we had 
to revoke one permit for 
someone breaching,” he 
said.

He noted that there are a 
number of people who 
have been granted per-
mission by the police to 
conduct certain activities, 
but they have breached 
the restrictions. 

“If you were given per-
mission to do something, 
we expect you to comply 
regarding the curfew. 
People who received per-
mission from the police 
and you’re not complying 
with the restrictions, we 
would take it back,” he 
said.

David noted that so far, 
the police have had to 
warn one fisherman and 

three farmers 

“Do what was instructed 
to you to do, do not do 
otherwise,” he said.
David also urged busi-
ness firms  to invest in 
additional surveillance 
during this time so that 
they could better protect 
their premises. 

“We encourage people 
who will be away from 
their business establish-
ment to see how much 
security system you can 
put in place,” he said.

“Only the zone that is allowed 
to move about will move about, 
everyone else stay indoors, 
stay in your yards…. During 
the partial curfew going to the 
beach is not permitted at this 
time. 

Nevis Police Chief: If it’s not an 
emergency stay home
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taiwan Hands over 40,000 face 
masks to SKN

By Loshaun Dixon 

The Government of 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) has handed 
over 40,000 face masks 
to the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, to  be worn 
in public as required 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.
Taiwanese Resident 
Ambassador to St. Kitts 
and Nevis Tom Lee, 
at a handing over cer-
emony, said COVID-19 
is spreading rapidly 
around the world and all 
the countries need face 
masks and other medical 
supplies in order to pro-
tect their citizens. But due 
to the high demand it is 
almost impossible to buy 
from the marketplace. 
“At this very difficult 
time Taiwan, as a strong 
ally of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, is very willing to 

share our masks with our 
brothers and sisters in St. 
Kitts and Nevis. Taiwan 
can help and is helping.”
He said on behalf of 
the Government of 
the Republic of China 
he was handing over 
40,000 face masks to the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis. “These masks 
were produced in Taiwan 
and are very good qual-
ity and are essentially the 
same to what we have in 
Taiwan.”
He also reassured Taiwan 
will continue to work 
closely to the govern-
ment to fight COVID-19
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Mark Brantley 
said the Government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis have 
deep appreciation for the 
solidarity that Taiwan 
continues to show to the 
people of the Federation.

“The donations of these 
masks will go along way 
in ensuring that our peo-
ple have some of the pro-
tection that we are asking 
for and that when we 

practice social distancing 
and when they are re-
quired to be outside, they 
wear a mask.”
Brantley said the masks 
equips the government in 
a meaningful way to be 
able to provide this sup-
port to people.
He also hailed Taiwan 
for seeking to help others 

when other countries are 
only looking inwards. 
“Taiwan has moved in 
the opposite direction 
and is seeking to take 
car of its friends and al-

lies around the world and 
I believe that is some-
thing that we ought to 
commend.”
“I have seen in Taiwan 
a remarkable response 
to this COVID 19 pan-
demic. It is one of the 
only countries in the 
world that can truly say 
at this point that it has 
had some success in the 

fight against COVID-19 
they took early action.
“We commend the am-
bassador and his team for 
their work and continued 

work in facilitating the 
sharing of knowledge, 
sharing of expertise and 
the sharing of masks,” 
Brantley said.

He added that COVID-19 
has caused the world to 
be changed in a way that 
none of us anticipated. 
“This is a time when 

more than ever the world 
needs all of us. The 
world needs allies and 
friends to come together, 
it needs a new paradigm 
and a new approach.”
Brantley  congratu-
lated the Government of 
Republic of China on its 
own success and hoped 
their model will become 
the model for the rest of 
the globe to emulate. A 
model  on how to deal 
not only with COVID 
19 but in the future with 
other similar diseases we 
faced.

“Now more than ever 
Taiwan’s expertise is 
on display for the world 
to see. Now more than 
ever it is sending a clear 
message it is able, it is 
ready, it can help and will 
help and for that we are 
grateful.”

“At this very difficult time Taiwan, as a strong 
ally of St. Kitts and Nevis, is very willing to 

share our masks with our brothers and sisters 
in St. Kitts and Nevis. Taiwan can help and is 

helping.”
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Steps to Christ          Chapter 12—What to Do with Doubt
Ellen G. White Writings

Many, especially those 
who are young in the 
Christian life, are at 
times troubled with the 
suggestions of skepti-
cism. There are in the 
Bible many things which 
they cannot explain, or 
even understand, and 
Satan employs these to 
shake their faith in the 
Scriptures as a revela-
tion from God. They ask, 
“How shall I know the 
right way? If the Bible 
is indeed the word of 
God, how can I be freed 
from these doubts and 
perplexities?” 

God never asks us to 
believe, without giv-
ing sufficient evidence 
upon which to base our 
faith. His existence, His 
character, the truthful-
ness of His word, are all 
established by testimony 
that appeals to our rea-
son; and this testimony 
is abundant. Yet God 
has never removed the 
possibility of doubt. Our 
faith must rest upon evi-
dence, not demonstra-
tion. Those who wish to 
doubt will have oppor-
tunity; while those who 
really desire to know 
the truth will find plenty 
of evidence on which to 
rest their faith. 

It is impossible for finite 
minds fully to compre-
hend the character or 
the works of the Infinite 
One. To the keenest in-
tellect, the most highly 
educated mind, that holy 
Being must ever remain 
clothed in mystery. 
“Canst thou by searching 
find out God? canst thou 
find out the Almighty 
unto perfection? It is as 
high as heaven; what 
canst thou do? deeper 
than hell; what canst 
thou know?” Job 11:7, 8. 

The apostle Paul ex-
claims, “O the depth of 
the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge 

of God! how unsearch-
able are His judgments, 
and His ways past find-
ing out!” Romans 11:33. 
But though “clouds 
and darkness are round 
about Him,” “righteous-
ness and judgment are 
the foundation of His 
throne.” Psalm 97:2, 
R.V. We can so far 
comprehend His deal-
ings with us, and the 
motives by which He is 
actuated, that we may 
discern boundless love 
and mercy united to 
infinite power. We can 
understand as much of 
His purposes as it is for 
our good to know; and 
beyond this we must still 
trust the hand that is om-
nipotent, the heart that is 
full of love. 

The word of God, like 
the character of its di-
vine Author, presents 
mysteries that can never 
be fully comprehended 
by finite beings. The 
entrance of sin into the 
world, the incarnation of 
Christ, regeneration, the 
resurrection, and many 
other subjects presented 
in the Bible, are mys-
teries too deep for the 
human mind to explain, 
or even fully to compre-
hend. But we have no 
reason to doubt God’s 
word because we cannot 
understand the myster-
ies of His providence. In 
the natural world we are 
constantly surrounded 
with mysteries that we 
cannot fathom. The 
very humblest forms of 
life present a problem 
that the wisest of phi-
losophers is powerless 
to explain. Everywhere 
are wonders beyond our 
ken. Should we then be 
surprised to find that in 
the spiritual world also 
there are mysteries that 
we cannot fathom? The 
difficulty lies solely in 
the weakness and nar-
rowness of the human 
mind. God has given 
us in the Scriptures suf-
ficient evidence of their 
divine character, and 
we are not to doubt His 

word because we cannot 
understand all the mys-
teries of His providence. 

The apostle Peter says 
that there are in Scripture 
“things hard to be un-
derstood, which they 
that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest ... unto 
their own destruction.” 
2 Peter 3:16. The diffi-
culties of Scripture have 
been urged by skeptics 
as an argument against 
the Bible; but so far from 
this, they constitute a 
strong evidence of its 
divine inspiration. If it 
contained no account of 
God but that which we 
could easily compre-
hend; if His greatness 
and majesty could be 
grasped by finite minds, 
then the Bible would 
not bear the unmistak-
able credentials of divine 
authority. The very gran-
deur and mystery of the 
themes presented should 
inspire faith in it as the 
word of God. 

The Bible unfolds truth 
with a simplicity and a 
perfect adaptation to the 
needs and longings of 
the human heart, that has 
astonished and charmed 
the most highly culti-
vated minds, while it 
enables the humblest and 
uncultured to discern the 
way of salvation. And 
yet these simply stated 
truths lay hold upon sub-
jects so elevated, so far-
reaching, so infinitely 
beyond the power of 
human comprehension, 
that we can accept them 
only because God has 
declared them. Thus the 
plan of redemption is laid 
open to us, so that every 
soul may see the steps 
he is to take in repen-
tance toward God and 
faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in order to 
be saved in God’s ap-
pointed way; yet beneath 
these truths, so easily 
understood, lie mysteries 
that are the hiding of His 
glory—mysteries that 

overpower the mind in its 
research, yet inspire the 
sincere seeker for truth 
with reverence and faith. 
The more he searches 
the Bible, the deeper is 
his conviction that it is 
the word of the living 
God, and human reason 
bows before the majesty 
of divine revelation. 

To acknowledge that we 
cannot fully compre-
hend the great truths of 
the Bible is only to ad-
mit that the finite mind 
is inadequate to grasp 
the infinite; that man, 
with his limited, human 
knowledge, cannot un-
derstand the purposes of 
Omniscience. 

Because they cannot 
fathom all its mysteries, 
the skeptic and the infi-
del reject God’s word; 
and not all who profess 
to believe the Bible are 
free from danger on this 
point. The apostle says, 
“Take heed, brethren, 
lest there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing from the 
living God.” Hebrews 
3:12. It is right to study 
closely the teachings of 
the Bible and to search 
into “the deep things of 
God” so far as they are 
revealed in Scripture. 1 
Corinthians 2:10. While 
“the secret things belong 
unto the Lord our God,” 
“those things which 
are revealed belong 
unto us.” Deuteronomy 
29:29. But it is Satan’s 
work to pervert the in-
vestigative powers of the 
mind. A certain pride is 
mingled with the consid-
eration of Bible truth, so 
that men feel impatient 
and defeated if they can-
not explain every por-
tion of Scripture to their 
satisfaction. It is too 
humiliating to them to 
acknowledge that they 
do not understand the 
inspired words. They are 
unwilling to wait patient-
ly until God shall see fit 
to reveal the truth to 

them. They feel that their 
unaided human wisdom 
is sufficient to enable 
them to comprehend the 
Scripture, and failing to 
do this, they virtually 
deny its authority. It is 
true that many theories 
and doctrines popularly 
supposed to be derived 
from the Bible have no 
foundation in its teach-
ing, and indeed are con-
trary to the whole tenor 
of inspiration. These 
things have been a cause 
of doubt and perplexity 
to many minds. They are 
not, however, chargeable 
to God’s word, but to 
man’s perversion of it. 
If it were possible for 
created beings to attain 
to a full understanding 
of God and His works, 
then, having reached this 
point, there would be for 
them no further discov-
ery of truth, no growth 
in knowledge, no further 
development of mind 
or heart. God would no 
longer be supreme; and 
man, having reached the 
limit of knowledge and 
attainment, would cease 
to advance. Let us thank 
God that it is not so. God 
is infinite; in Him are 
“all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge.” 
Colossians 2:3. And to 
all eternity men may 
be ever searching, ever 
learning, and yet never 
exhaust the treasures of 
His wisdom, His good-
ness, and His power. 
God intends that even 
in this life the truths of 
His word shall be ever 
unfolding to His people. 
There is only one way 
in which this knowledge 
can be obtained. We can 
attain to an understand-
ing of God’s word only 
through the illumination 
of that Spirit by which 
the word was given. “The 
things of God knoweth 
no man, but the Spirit 
of God;” “for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God.” 
1 Corinthians 2:11, 10. 
And the Saviour’s prom-
ise to His followers was, 
“When He, the Spirit of 

truth, is come, He will 
guide you into all truth.... 
For He shall receive of 
Mine, and shall show it 
unto you.” John 16:13, 
14. 
God desires man to exer-
cise his reasoning pow-
ers; and the study of the 
Bible will strengthen and 
elevate the mind as no 
other study can. Yet we 
are to beware of deifying 
reason, which is subject 
to the weakness and in-
firmity of humanity. If 
we would not have the 
Scriptures clouded to our 
understanding, so that 
the plainest truths shall 
not be comprehended, 
we must have the sim-
plicity and faith of a little 
child, ready to learn, and 
beseeching the aid of the 
Holy Spirit. A sense of 
the power and wisdom 
of God, and of our in-
ability to comprehend 
His greatness, should 
inspire us with humility, 
and we should open His 
word, as we would enter 
His presence, with holy 
awe. When we come to 
the Bible, reason must 
acknowledge an author-
ity superior to itself, and 
heart and intellect must 
bow to the great I AM. 
There are many things 
apparently difficult or 
obscure, which God will 
make plain and simple to 
those who thus seek an 
understanding of them. 
But without the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit 
we shall be continu-
ally liable to wrest the 
Scriptures or to misinter-
pret them. There is much 
reading of the Bible that 
is without profit and in 
many cases a positive 
injury. When the word 
of God is opened with-
out reverence and with-
out prayer; when the 
thoughts and affections 
are not fixed upon God, 
or in harmony with His 
will, the mind is clouded 
with doubts; and in the 
very study of the Bible, 
skepticism strengthens.

Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. 
White. All Rights Reserved.
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Sexual assault perpetrators are usually family 
members and family friends 

By Annan Boodram – 
The Caribbean Voice

Rape as a very specific 
physical form of vio-
lence against women and 
girls is rooted in a com-
plex set of patriarchal be-
liefs, power and control 
that continue to create 
a social environment in 
which sexual violence 
is pervasive and nor-
malized. Such “culture” 
is perpetuated with the 
use of misogynistic lan-
guage, objectification of 
bodies, and glamoriza-
tion of violence. 
Exact numbers or rapes 
or sexual assaults are 
notoriously difficult to 
determine due to many 
victims’ fears of reporting 
sexual abuse, frequent 
latitude and impunity for 
perpetrators and stigma 
towards survivors in 
communities and their 
subsequent silence. The 
U.N. says approximately 
15 million adolescent 
girls worldwide ages 15 
to 19 have experienced 
forced sexual intercourse 
or other sexual actions. 
And one of every three 
women worldwide is 
estimated to have suf-
fered either physical or 
sexual violence, or both, 
from an intimate partner, 
or sexual violence by a 
non-partner.
Behaviours commonly 
associated with rape 

include victim-blaming 
such as mode of dress, 
sexual objectification, 
trivializing rape, denial 
of widespread rape, or 
refusing to acknowl-
edge the harm of sexual 
harassment or assault. 
While the names, times 
and contexts may differ 
across geographic loca-
tions, women and girls 
universally experience 
rape, sexual violence and 
abuse. 
In recent years, the voices 
of survivors and activists, 
through campaigns such 
as #MeToo, #TimesUp, 
# N i u n a m e n o s , 
# N o t O n e M o r e , 
#BalanceTonPorc and 
others, have put the 
spotlight on this but the 
crescendo is yet to reach 
most of the world includ-
ing Caribbean nations.

Who are the perpetrators?
As many as 32,559 rapes 
were reported in India 
in 2017 and the accused 
were known to the vic-
tims in 93.1% of the 
cases, according to the 
National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB). Of the 
30,299 such cases, the 
accused were members 
of the victim’s fam-
ily in 3,155. As many as 
16,591 rape cases were 
against “family friends”, 
employers, neighbours 

or other known persons. 
In 10,553 cases, the 
accused were friends, 
online friends, live-in 
partners or separated 
husbands of the victims.
About 85 to 90 percent 
of sexual assaults report-
ed by college women in 
the US are perpetrated 
by someone known to 
the victim; about half oc-
cur on a date. The most 
common locations are 
the man’s or woman’s 
home in the context of a 
party or a date. The per-
petrators may range from 
classmates to neighbors.
The numbers are part 
of disturbing statistics 
on rapes and sexual of-
fences committed by 
people known to victims. 
In 2018, researchers 
at Glasgow University 
studied the cases of 991 
women in Scotland who 
had faced sexual assault 
and rape. The study 
found that 90 percent 
of the offenders were 
known to the victim in 
various capacities such 
as boyfriend/lover/hus-
band, family, employer, 
neighbour or associate. 
A recent UN sup-
ported research on the 
Caribbean found that in 
Guyana, most women 
reporting sexual int-
mate partner violence, 
reported being forced to 
have sexual intercourse 

when they did not want 
to and nearly as many 
women reported having 
sexual intercourse with 
their partner because 
they were afraid to re-
fuse. On the other hand, 
one in every five women 
in Guyana reported non-
partner sexual abuse in 
their lifetime; with a sig-
nificant number experi-
encing this abuse before 
the age of 18.
One-fifth of Jamaican 
women reported being 
sexually abused be-
fore reaching 18 years 
of age. Further one in 
seven women reported 
that their first sexual ex-
perience was before the 
age of 15 years. Under 
Jamaican law, the age of 
consent is 16 years old; 
any sexual intercourse 
under that age is statu-
tory rape.
The Suriname gender 
based violence preva-
lence survey revealed 
that the prevalence of 
non-partner sexual vio-
lence among all women 
is almost double that of 
sexual intimate partner 
violence. In Trinidad and 
Tobago, the prevalence 
of non-partner sexual 
abuse is almost four 
times higher than that of 
sexual intimate partner 
violence.
While similar informa-
tion is not available for 

the rest of the Caribbean, 
a content analysis of 
media shows a growing 
trend towards rape and 
sexual abuse of children 
with the vast majority 
of the perpetrators be-
ing family members or 
family friends. Another 
trend also indicated by 
media content analysis is 
martial rape and more as 
more and more women 
are raped by their spouse 
or partner.
Why people don’t report 
Sexual assault?
The Jamaica Gleaner not 
too long ago reported 
that ‘Incest is Alive’ in 
Jamaica. That headline 
can well apply to all 
Caribbean nations, es-
pecially so because it is 
deeply hidden, victims 
will generally not report 
it because the perpetrator 
will be a father, brother, 
uncle, grandfather or 
cousin and the stigma/
family honor plus threats 
to victims, appeals to 
their emotions and de-
pendency on perpetrators
Non-reporting is actu-
ally the norm when it 
comes to sexual assault. 
According to the US 
based Rape, Abuse & 
Incest National Network 
statistics, only one in 
three sexual assaults is 
ever reported to the po-
lice. College students 
report a mere 20 percent 

of their sexual assaults 
— elderly victims, 28 
percent. In the Caribbean 
both figures may be 
much higher.
A survivor’s relationship 
to the offender plays a 
key role in the likelihood 
of reporting. Research 
by the U.S. Bureau of 
Justice Statistics indi-
cates that if the perpe-
trator is or once was 
the survivor’s intimate 
partner, the victim will 
report the crime 25 per-
cent of the time. When 
the offender is a friend 
or an acquaintance, 18 
to 40 percent of the as-
saults are reported. If the 
offender is a stranger, 
victims report assaults 
roughly half of the time. 
Empirical gathered by 
The Caribbean Voice 
indicate that the figures 
may be higher for the 
Caribbean.
Why don’t victims bring 
charges against their 
accusers?
According to the US 
Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, sexual assault 
survivors don’t come 
forward because they:
 fear retaliation 
on self and family.
 believe the po-
lice won’t believe them 
or wouldn’t do anything 
to help them.
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No date for schools to  
be reopened 

 feel the assault 
was a personal matter.
 believe it was 
not important enough to 
report.
 don’t want the 
offender to get in trouble.
 don’t want their 
families or anyone to 
know.
 don’t have 
enough proof.
 are unsure of the 
perpetrator’s intent

In addition, victims may 
feel responsible for what 
happened to them and/
or are embarrassed about 
their lack of knowledge 
or judgment. They might 
feel guilty that they had 
too much to drink or 
were engaging in a risky, 
inappropriate behavior. 
And young victims living 
at home might worry that 
their parents will be an-
gry and unsupportive. In 
the Caribbean shame and 
the desire to protect fam-
ily honor are also reasons 
that may hinder victims 
from coming forward

Unfortunately, keeping 
sexual assault a secret 
interferes with the sur-
vivors’ healing and em-
powers the predator who 
might well continue with 
that behavior. By sharing 
the trauma with support-
ive professionals, friends 
or family members, they 
can begin to reclaim their 
lives and bodies, eventu-
ally move past the pain 
and ensure that sexual 
predators are brought 
to justice and others are 
protected from them.
What to say to some-
one who was sexually 
assaulted?

The US Rape, Assault & 
Incest National Network 
suggests using these spe-
cific phrases when talk-
ing with someone who 
discloses she or he was 
sexually assaulted. “I be-
lieve you. It took a lot of 
courage to tell me about 
this.” 
Victims may feel 
ashamed and worried 
they’ll be discounted. 

The best thing you can 
do is listen and believe 
them. “It’s not your fault. 
You didn’t do anything to 
deserve this.” 
Survivors may blame 
themselves, especially if 
they know the perpetra-
tor personally. Remind 
them that they are not 
to blame. “You are not 
alone. I care about you 
and am here to listen or 
help in any way I can.” 
Provide a safe space for 
the telling of their stories. 
Assess if there are oth-
ers in their life who can 
also be supportive. “I’m 
sorry this happened. This 
shouldn’t have happened 
to you.” 
Acknowledge 
that the experience has 
been traumatic and has 
negatively impacted their 
lives. Statements such 
as “This must be really 
tough for you” and “I’m 
so glad you’re sharing it 
with me” encourage fur-
ther communication and 
let them know you care. 
And if the victim is a 
child, parents and care-
givers must always be-
lieve what children say. 
Immediately establish 
a plan with other adults 
so that unsupervised 
contact with the person 
who has been abused 
is eliminated. Help the 
child understand that the 
person who abused him/
her did something wrong, 
and that this person needs 
help to stop hurting oth-
ers. Pay close attention 
to the child’s cues about 
what he or she may need 
to feel safe. You can also 
help the child feel safe by 
demonstrating your will-
ingness to protect their 
privacy. And get help 
immediately!

To seek help in relation to 
suicide and abuse, please 
email us at caribvoice@
aol.com or thecaribbe-
anvoiceinc@gmail.com; 
What’s App 646-461-
0574 or 592-621-6111 or 
contact any of our mem-
bers on social media. 
Also check out our web-
site at www.caribvoice.
org for more information.

By Monique Washing-
ton

It looks like an extended 
Easter Vacation for stu-
dents and teachers since 
no date has been set for 
the reopening of schools 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic shutdown.
Speaking at the Nevis 
Task Force briefing 
Monday, Principal 
Education Officer 
Zahelna Claxton af-
firmed no date has been 
set for reopening of 
schools.
In order to contain and 
control the COVID-19 
education authorities in 
the Federation closed all 
schools one week before 
the Easter Break began 
on April 3. The Easter 

vacation was originally 
slated to end on April 
20. 
“We are guided by the 
COVID19 regulations 
so we have to follow 
whatever regulations 
are issued. We cannot 
allow students to go 
back to school outside 
of regulations. So, if 
we have partial curfews 
and lockdowns those 
would guide whether 
or not students can go 
back to school. Outside 
of that we would further 
be guided by the task 
force here and the nation 
COVID19 task force as 
well,” Claxton said.
Claxton pointed out that 
‘education’ is a federal 
ministry responsibility. 
“We have to be guided 

by the relevant author-
ity. Outside of that there 
have been no date that 
has been identified for 
the reopening of the 
physical school space, 
however learning will 
continue whether or 
not we are in a physical 
space.” 
Claxton assured the 
Ministry of Education’s 
commitment in making 
sure that all stakeholders 
are considered and plans 
are in place even if there 
has to be a transition 
into virtual space.
When questioned if 
“virtual classes” have 
begun she said both 
the students and teach-
ers are still currently on 
Easter Vacation.

“However, we pro-
vided all students with 
learning packages that 
they took prior to the 
school closure to the 
Easter break.” Claxton  
said, “As we progress, 
we will be transiting 
into self-case learning 
through flow study. She 
noted that the “Flow 
Study” is a free platform 
offered by FLOW. 
“The Ministry of 
Education has cre-
ated free usernames and 
passwords for all stu-
dents in the Federation 
both public and private. 
Usernames and pass-
words will be dissemi-
nating during the course 
of the week,” she said.
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT   

INVITATION FOR BIDS 
The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of 

Charles E. Mills Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to 

the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Blockwork partitions

• Roofing retro-fitting

• Steel framed glazed casement windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Steel grille gates and flush doors

• Timber panelled doors 

• Floor surface hardener

• Screeded beds 

• Porcelain tile paving

• Painting

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Notice/display boards

• Drawing tables

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Gas installation

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in progress 
or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least  US$300,000 (three hundred thousand United 

States dollars) ;  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of  US$200,000 (two hundred thou-

sand United States dollars ); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  

Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Sandy Point High School, St. Kitts”, 

along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding Documents 

are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Charles E. Mills 

Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 

04:00pm on April 6th, 2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in 

the presence of bidder’s representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must 
be simultaneously submitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 24th March 

2020, at the Sandy Point High School, St. Kitts at 9:30 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106 /1483
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By Monique Washington

 The Oualie Beach Resort has recognized the hard 
work by the UK National Health Service (NHS) dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic which provides free 
health care for all residents.
After the suspensions of flights to the Federation in 
late March, the Resort announced that it would keep 
a small number of rooms opened in case of emergen-
cies and to service locals and stranded travelers.

On Tuesday (April 14) the managing director of the 
family owned 32- room resort  John Yearwood re-
vealed that he will be donating a week-long free ac-
commodation to 20 front line NHS staff.
“Many of our Resort’s clients are from the UK and we 
are saddened by the daily devastating news of loss of 
life and loss of livelihoods,” Yearwood  said.
“The courage of the front-line staff of the NHS in 
risking their own health to save lives is truly inspiring 
and deserves recognition”.

 Resort Co-Director  Karen Peterson-Yearwood  said, 
“Once our borders reopen and quarantine restrictions 
on incoming travelers are lifted, we look forward to 
welcoming NHS staff for a free well-deserved vaca-
tion in the sun. John and our Oualie staff join me in 
sending best wishes to all our UK guests,” she said.
NHS front-line staff who are interested are asked 
to make reservations through their local UK travel 
agents or by calling the resort.

Oualie to reward UK health care workers  
with free stays
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

 INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of 

Verchilds High School, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Steel framed glazed casement windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Timber panelled doors 

• Steel flush doors

• Floor surface hardener

• Screeded beds

• Ceramic wall tiling

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceiling

• Painting

• Kitchen cupboards

• Vanity units

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Bedroom closets

• Notice/display boards

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Ceiling fans

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in prog-

ress or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$200,000.00 (two hundred thousand 

United States dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of  US$150,000.00 (one hundred and 
fifty thousand United States dollars); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  

Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Verchilds High School TVET Labs, 

St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding 

Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Verchilds High School 

TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm on April 6th, 

2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the presence of bidder’s 

representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be simultaneously sub-

mitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 24th March 2020, at the Verchilds 

High School, St. Kitts at 11:30 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106 
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •     MINISTRY OF EDUCATION  
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT    

INVITATION FOR BIDS 
The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) towards the cost of the 
TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of this financing to 
eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made only at the request of GOSKN and 
upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the terms and conditions of the Financing 
Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal from the financing account for the purpose of 
any payment to persons or entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge 
of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the 
Charter of the United Nations.  No party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing 
Agreement or have any claim to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry of 
Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with delivering 

the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will assist in tender 
administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of Washington 
Archibald High School, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Blockwork partitions

• Drywall partitions

• Roof retro-fitting

• Aluminium framed louvred windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Timber flush/panelled doors

• Steel flush doors

• Floor surface hardener

• Screeded beds

• Porcelain floor tiling

• Ceramic wall tiling

• Plastering

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceilings

• Painting

• Kitchen cupboards

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Gas installation 

• Ceiling fans

Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated or other-
wise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or resi-
dents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these requirements; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally and 
financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and otherwise meets 
the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing their 
eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and qualification 
information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms inserted in the Bid 
Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not demonstrate the prospec-

tive contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will not be considered for further 
evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in progress or 
completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$300,000.00, (three hundred thousand United States 
dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of US$200,000.00 (two hundred thousand 
United States dollars); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments of a 
nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three (3) years (to 
comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  
Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 
marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Washington Archibald High School TVET 
Labs, St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding 
Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Washington Archibald High 
School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm on April 6th, 
2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the presence of bidder’s 
representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be simultaneously submitted 
to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 23rd March 2020, at the Washington Archibald 
High School, St. Kitts at 9:30 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to accept 
or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of contract, without 
thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obligation to inform the affected 
prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET Enhancement Project, action. The 
Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs incurred by any bidder in the preparation of 
bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1878/1106
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •    MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

 INVITATION FOR BIDS 
The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of 

Saddlers Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the 

following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Mesh screens 

• Aluminium framed louvred windows 

• Door locks

• Porcelain tile paving 

• Screeded beds 

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceilings 

• Painting 

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Kitchen cupboards

• Vanity units

• Teaching platform

• Food preparation counters

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in prog-

ress or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$200,000.00 (two hundred thousand 

United States dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of  US$150,000.00 (one hundred  and 
fifty thousand United States dollars); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the first address below, at no charge.  
Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Saddlers Secondary School TVET 

Labs, St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which 

Bidding Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Saddlers Secondary 

School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm on 

April 6th, 2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the presence 

of bidder’s representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be simultane-

ously submitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 23rd March 2020, at the 

Saddlers Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts at 1:30 pm.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   

  Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106/1878
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

 INVITATION FOR BIDS 
The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of Cayon 

High School TVET Labs, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Drywall partitions

• Steel balustrading

• Concrete lintols and wall stiffeners

• Aluminium framed louvred windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Floor surface hardener

• Ceramic floor and wall tiling

• Screeded beds

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceiling

• Painting

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Work stations

• Pantry cupboards

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Gas installation 

• Ceiling fans

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in progress 
or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$200,000 (two hundred thousand United 

States dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of US$200,000 (two hundred thou-

sand United States dollars; and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  

Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Cayon High School TVET Labs, 

St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding 

Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Washington Archibald 

High School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm 

on April 6th, 2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the 

presence of bidder’s representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be 
simultaneously submitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 23rd March 

2020, at the Cayon High School, St. Kitts at 11:00 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106/1878
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Cure or Curse?  

what the new Appeal-Arbitration System might 

mean for the Future of wTO dispute Settlement

Dr. Jan Yves Remy

As COVID-19 continues 
to grip the world’s at-
tention, a consequential 
new development has 
crept into the halls of the 
dispute settlement sys-
tem at the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). On 
27 March 2020, 16 of the 
WTO’s 164 Members 
announced their agree-
ment to use arbitration 
procedures provided for 
under WTO rules as a 
temporary fix to con-
duct WTO appeals. First 
touted as a possible (aca-
demic) solution to the 
then impending crisis 
at the WTO, the Multi-
Party Interim Appeal 
Arbitration Arrangement 
pursuant to Article 25 of 
the DSU (or the MPIA) 
has emerged as a con-
crete response to the 
halting of operations at 
the Appellate Body since 
December last year. 
Once it is formally com-
municated to the WTO’s 
Dispute Settlement Body 
(DSB) – expected to 
happen any day now – 
the MPIA framework 
agreement will take ef-
fect among its participat-
ing Members.

But there is a glaring 
omission in the MPIA’s 
membership. Although 
many of the MPIA’s 16 
participating Members 
– the European Union 
(EU), Brazil, Mexico, 
China, Chile, Guatemala, 
Australia and New 
Zealand, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Hong 
Kong, China, Norway, 
Singapore, Switzerland 
and Uruguay – count 
themselves among the 
WTO’s top dispute settle-
ment users, the absence 

of the United States – 
the most litigious WTO 
Member – looms large 
and, for some, seals the 
MPIA’s fate.

But, even without the 
United States, the MPIA 
is a significant develop-
ment. Just as the GATT – 
intended as a provisional 
arrangement – endured 
for half a century before 
the WTO was eventu-
ally created, the MPIA 
is likely to serve as a de 
facto appeal system until 
and unless another viable 
option is put on the table. 
In this SRC Trading 
Thoughts, we provide 
some initial thoughts on 
the main elements of the 
MPIA and discuss con-
cerns that non-participat-
ing Members, including 
CARICOM countries, 
may wish to consider 
carefully.
KEY COMPONENTS 
OF THE MPIA

By design, the MPIA 
provides an “interim” 
regime for appellate pro-
ceedings for “as long as 
the Appellate Body is not 
able to hear appeals”. It 
is, therefore, expressly 
without prejudice to 
finding a lasting solution 
to the appeal crisis. Its 
drafters aim to safeguard 
two important aspects 
of the WTO’s dispute 
settlement system – its 
binding character and the 
two-level adjudication 
process – while also en-
suring independence and 
impartiality in appeals.
The framework set up 
under the MPIA com-
prises three main parts: 
the overarching insti-
tutional arrangement; 

the procedures for the 
conduct of MPIA ap-
peals (Annex 1); and 
the system for selecting 
a “pool” of arbitrators 
(Annex 2).
Under the institutional 
arrangement set up un-
der the first part, par-
ticipating Members 
give their consent to use 
the MPIA as a basis for 
settling future appeals 
among themselves. In 
addition, it sets forth 
aims of the MPIA; the 
procedures for joining 
and withdrawing from it; 
the duties and responsi-
bilities of the arbitrators 
selected to serve under it; 
and how, procedurally, 
it will operate alongside 
the other aspects of the 
dispute settlement pro-
cedures, including panel 
proceedings.

Annex 1 sets out the 
default procedures to 
be used by participants 
signing onto the MPIA. 
In effect, the procedures 
use the arbitration pro-
cess under Article 25 of 
the DSU as a receptacle 
to replicate the main 
features of the existing 
WTO appeal process. 
Thus, it mimics the 
original system’s time 
frames for completion 
of appeals; the scope of 
the appeals and the pow-
ers of arbitrators; process 
for selecting the Division 
to settle appeals; and the 
overall decision-making 
process. The MPIA 
however, is not a perfect 
replica and makes some 
adjustments to ensure 
that the new procedures 
could be effectively 
grafted onto existing 
ones. For instance, par-
ticipating Members must 
notify an agreement to 
arbitrate under the MPIA 

60 days after panels are 
established; and must re-
quest that panels suspend 
their work after they 
have issued their interim 
reports so that an appeal 
arbitration can begin 
without the risk that the 
panel report will be ad-
opted during the penden-
cy of panel proceedings.
Other innovations, how-
ever, appear to be nod 
to the United States 
and go some way in ad-
dressing its longstanding 
concerns. For instance, 
the MPIA provides that 
support staff to arbitra-
tors are “answerable… 
only to appeal arbitra-
tors”; that arbitrators are 
permitted to “streamline 
procedures” including 
through the imposition 
of page and time limits 
and deadlines; and that 
arbitrators be granted 
powers to dismiss claims 
alleging a failure of the 
panel to objectively as-
sess facts and otherwise 
only address those issues 
deemed necessary to re-
solve a dispute.

Finally, the MPIA estab-
lishes a system for select-
ing the pool of arbitrators 
from which the division 
of three arbitrators per 
case will be composed. 
Each of the 16 members 
nominates one candidate 
to a pre-selection com-
mittee comprising the 
WTO Director General 
and other Chairs of rel-
evant WTO commit-
tees. The pre-selection 
committee’s job is to 
“screen” the nominees 
for selection by the par-
ticipating Members, who 
must agree to a final list 
of ten arbitrators by a 
process of “consensus”. 
Notably, current and 
past Appellate members 

are excluded from the 
pre-selection screening 
process and are auto-
matically eligible for se-
lection. Arbitrators must 
possess the same qualifi-
cations and competences 
as the Appellate Body 
Members. However, un-
like the previous system 
where seven judges are 
chosen for a period of 
four years, (renewable 
once) on the basis of 
broad geographic repre-
sentativeness, under the 
MPIA, ten arbitrators are 
to be chosen on the basis 
of an “appropriate over-
all balance”.
M I S S E D 
OPPORTUNITY?

Given the extent of the 
criticism levelled at the 
Appellate Body over 
the past few years, one 
would expect the MPIA’s 
participating members to 
use the malleable fea-
tures of the arbitration 
process to correct some 
of the previous system’s 
inefficiencies. Surely, it 
would make little sense 
to replicate to features of 
appeal that did not work 
well. So, is the MPIA an 
improvement or does it 
merely repeat the sins of 
its predecessor?

An oft-voiced complaint 
is that WTO appeals con-
ducted by the Appellate 
Body have been un-
wieldy, process-heavy 
and protracted. The US 
is a vocal opponent of 
the Appellate Body’s 
penchant for overreach, 
its tendency to exceed 
the 90-day time frame 
for disposing of appeals, 
and its addressing of 
issues not squarely be-
fore it. While the MPIA 

envisages that arbitrators 
will have more control 
over procedures, the 
marginal powers granted 
– for instance the ability 
to impose page limits – 
arguably do not go far 
enough. Perhaps some 
lessons from commercial 
arbitration are worth tak-
ing onboard. Under that 
system, arbitrators play a 
crucial role in case man-
agement at very early 
stages of the dispute and 
therefore exert greater 
control over the process. 
In close consultation with 
the parties, an arbitrator 
on appeal could similarly 
be empowered to delimit 
the scope of the dispute 
by establishing the rel-
evant parts of the factual 
record and front loading 
the core issues in dispute 
so that the proceedings 
can be more efficiently 
conducted. With more 
control, arbitrators can 
adapt the procedures to 
fit the particularities of 
a given case, thereby 
streamlining the case and 
eliminating the excesses 
of the current system.
For parties to feel com-
fortable with a more 
intrusive role for the arbi-
trator, the judges selected 
must inspire their confi-
dence and exude impar-
tiality, representativeness 
and competence. Indeed, 
these are virtues that any 
successful judiciary must 
espouse, even more so in 
a system as complex and 
partisan as the WTO.

On this score, the MPIA 
arguably does little to 
improve on the selec-
tion process for choos-
ing Appellate Body 
Members and may well 
exacerbate it. For one 
thing, the ultimate selec-
tion of the final 10 out of 
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By Loshaun Dixon

More than one-third of 
the Federation’s GDP 
has been significantly 
impacted by the global 
pandemic COVID-19.
Lindsay Grant, Minister 
of Tourism and Industry 
said his department has 
been the hardest hit due 
to COVID -19 with the 
greatest impact on the 
economy of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.
“If I were to look at the 
last recorded indicators 
coming from the World 
Travel and Tourism 
Council (WTTC), it 
has indicated that tour-
ism accounts for some 
26 percent of our GDP 
while manufacturing 
accounts for some-
where in the region of 9 
percent of our GDP. 
 “So, between the tour-
ism industry and the 
manufacturing industry 

we are speaking about 
somewhere in the re-
gion of about 35 per-
cent of the GDP. The 
WTTC is also indicat-
ing that 1 in 4 jobs in St 
Kitts and Nevis is either 
directly or indirectly 
a result of tourism.  
Therefore, the effects 
of the COVID-19 are 
significantly impacting 
the tourism industry,” 
Grant said.

He said tourism offi-
cials recently held their 
first meetings with the 
stakeholders in the in-
dustry to alert them to 
what was happening in 
the industry and what 
would be the likely 
fallout.
“We are now in a differ-
ent position from when 
we met with the stake-
holders in February…
and so will have to be 
more stringent in our 

approach to the virus.”
He also was adamant 
the virus will be defeat-
ed and the tourism in-
dustry will bounce back 
stronger than before. 
“One thing is certain we 
have to defeat the virus. 
We have to be more 
stringent in approach 
to this virus. While we 
focus on the present, we 
still have to be cogni-
sant of the future as we 
prepare to come out of 
this pandemic.”
Grant said the ministry 
was engaged to ensure 
that when this pan-
demic ends the industry 
is in a position to be 
stronger in the market-
place. “While we focus 
on ensuring we fight the 
virus and get an end to 
it as quickly as possible 
at the same time we 
prepare for what is to 
come.”
He said they have 

already initiated plans 
to speed up the bounce 
back. “We have put a 
marketing initiative in 
place to ensure that in 
the down time we have 
inspirational videos on 
our social media chan-
nels designated for 
this month and next 
month to ensure that 
going forward there is 
still a presence in the 
marketplace.”

He noted that stay over 
visitors will more likely 
bounce back first, while 
cruise tourism will take 
a little longer. 

“Cruise we believe will 
take a little longer to be 
up and running but still 
has to be looked at.” He 
said that was in part due 
to a US no sail order 
that was extended on 
April 9 for 100 days.

Pandemic Hits 
tourism Hardest

16 Members nominated 
still relies on “consen-
sus” – a decision-making 
device that has been 
the downfall of the cur-
rent system. Although at 
first blush it may seem 
easier to find consensus 
among 16 – rather than 
164 – Members, where 
the chance of having 
your candidate selected is 
higher, giving him or her 
up in favour of someone 
else’s, may in fact prove 
more difficult.
And what about repre-
sentativeness in the judi-
ciary? For participating 
Members, “overall bal-
ance” is all but assured 
given the odds of their 
nominees being selected. 
But there is a real concern 
that the MPIA system per-
petuates biases in favor 
of certain types persons 
to serve, namely known 
entities (the system au-
tomatically qualifies ex-
isting or past Appellate 
Body Members) and 
nominees of the frequent 
users of system. It also 
locks in the initial slate 
of arbitrators selected 
by the first 16 partici-
pating Members since 
the process for the re-
composition of the entire 
pool will only take place 
two years after the MPIA 
comes into effect. This 
creates very little incen-
tive for WTO Members 
to sign on after the first 
pool of arbitrators has 
been selected.
HERE TO STAY…?

For all its laudatory in-
tentions, the MPIA is 
unlikely to gain wide-
spread popularity, at least 
in the short term. For one 
thing, Members will be 
hesitant to sign up to the 
new system until it has 
been tested and its kinks 
have been worked out. 
For another, its full im-
plications are yet to be 
explored: how will the 
jurisprudence created 
under it be treated – as a 
sub-system of law among 
a subset of Members, or 
as part of the general ac-
quis of the WTO? And 
what would this all do to 
the consistency and pre-
dictability that the WTO 

dispute settlement system 
is meant to engender?
Perhaps the most impor-
tant, but unpredictable, 
factor determining the 
fate of the MPIA is this 
– what will the United 
States make of it? The 
United States reaction 
to the MPIA is crucial 
not only because of the 
amount of case law it 
generates, but also be-
cause countries reliant on 
its largesse and vulner-
able to its influence are 
unlikely to become par-
ticipating Member unless 
and until they have a clear 
indication of what the US 
thinks. As it stands, the 
United States has little in-
centive to act one way or 
another, and the current 
arrangement might well 
play right into its hands. 
By remaining outside 
the MPIA arrangement, 
the United States can 
continue to use the WTO 
system selectively. If it 
does not prevail in a case, 
it can simply appeal to a 
non-existent Appellate 
Body and effectively 
render the decision of the 
panel ineffective. Doing 
nothing also allows the 
United States to remain 
unengaged in ongo-
ing reform negotiations 
while claiming that other 
Members are “doing their 
own thing” and are not 
being prejudiced by the 
United States’ apparent 
intransigence.
Whatever one thinks 
about it, the announce-
ment of the MPIA forces 
WTO Members to at the 
very least consider it. 
While views may differ 
on what it presages for 
dispute settlement at the 
WTO, we can all agree 
that it serves as a sad re-
minder of the fragmented 
state of a system that once 
represented the epitome 
of multilateralism.
Dr. Jan Yves Remy is the 
Deputy Director of the 
Shridath Ramphal Centre 
for International Trade 
Law, Policy & Services 
(SRC) of The University 
of the West Indies, Cave 
Hill. Learn more about 
the SRC at www.shrida-
thramphalcentre.com.
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