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Premier 
-No rush to 

open the 
NIA

He urged the public to continue to 
wear masks in public as they ad-

here to the directions of the health 
professionals. “The life that you 

save might be your own. It might be 
that of your loved one.”

By Monique Washington

The Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley said that 
there is “no rush” to 
open up the Nevis Island 
Administration for fear of 
creating a second wave of 
the COVID-19 cases.

Speaking at the 
COVID-19 Task Force 
Briefing on Thursday, 
Brantley continued to 
urge the public not to 
relax and not to take for 
granted the gains that 

would have made when 
it comes to combating the 
virus.  “Continue to prac-
tice social distancing or 
physical distancing.”

He urged the public to 
continue to wear masks 
in public as they adhere 
to the directions of the 
health professionals. “The 
life that you save might be 

your own. It might be that 
of your loved one.”

Brantley said they are 
trying to get the country 
back to normalcy and are 
asking Nevisians to be 
sensible, disciplined and 
responsible.

“In so far as the govern-
ment is concerned, I have 
indicated publicly the 
cabinet would have met 
and taken some decisions 

that we are in no rush to 
open the Nevis Island 
Administration fully as 
yet. That will be done 
on a phased basis,” he 
revealed. 

When questioned about 
the lack of revenue be-
ing made by the NIA if 
the offices remain closed, 
Junior Minister Hazel 

Brandy Williams said that  
key areas in the govern-
ment will open especially 
those revenue generating 
areas will gradually open 
up and with consideration 
for social distancing  and 
rotation of staff, so they 
will open up slowly.

Brantley added that he had 
been in discussion with 
his Permanent Secretaries 
as to how they  will open 
the island  to ensure social 

distancing and that  they  
do not rush to reopen, get-
ting the second wave of 
contagion experts predict 
may happen throughout 
the world.

“Be patient with us. This 
is not something that we 
would want to undo the 
gains that we have al-
ready made,” he said.
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She noted that though the process might not 
have been “perfect” it would have given the 

Ministry of Education a “snapshot” as to where 
the needs are so that they could respond 

accordingly.

By Monique Washington

Computers and internet 
service will be provided 
to students and teachers 
in the Federation who do 
not have such items at 
their homes in an effort 
to enable all students and 
teachers to continue with 
online education during 
the school closure.

Schools within the 
Federation were initially 
scheduled to reopen on 
Monday, April 20 but due 
to the Covid19 pandemic, 
they will remain closed 
until the health officials 
deem it safe to reopen.

Speaking Monday, 
Principal Education 
Officer Zahnela Claxton 
revealed students will 
be moving into a virtual 
learning space on May 4.

The Ministry of Education 
virtual space will be 
an online forum where 
teachers and students can 
log in to a unique space 
and conduct lessons. 
Students will have their 

own unique logins where 
they can access lesson 
plans. Each student will 

be monitored during this 
period.

“Prior to the school clo-
sure when we realized 
that we might have mi-
grated to a virtual space 

we conducted two rounds 
of surveys. One round 
was the teachers’ survey 

and the other round was 
the parents’ survey,” 
Claxton said

She noted that though the 
process might not have 
been “perfect” it would 

have given the Ministry 
of Education a “snapshot” 
as to where the needs are 

so that they could respond 
accordingly.

“With that information, 
we had some negotiations 

with our local service 
providers, The Cable, 
FLOW, and Digicel, we 

are able to place the inter-
net into the homes of stu-
dents and teachers that do 
not have internet for the 
duration of the closure. 
Post closure the internet 
will not remain unless that 
person decides to keep it. 
But as long as the schools 
are closed students will be 
catered for,” she said.
Claxton said that this 
initiative is that of the 
Federal Ministry of 
Education and is part of 
the COVID 19 response.

“This is a Federal re-
sponse. The parents will 
not have to pay for the 
internet because it is a 
part of the COVID-19 re-
sponse and so the expense 
will be covered for that 
particular project,” she 
said.

Coronavirus: Schooling in SKN  
Becomes Virtual
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Lessons for the new normal

EDITorIAl

There seems to be near universal agreement that lessons learnt from the experience of the 

corona virus pandemic will result in a new normal for mankind.  In this article, we will 
explore some of these lessons.

Life is a cycle that we must learn from. On-line research indicates that there was the 

Spanish Flu pandemic, roughly 100 years ago, and  was contained by using interventions 
that are like the interventions we are now using. There was some resistance then as there 

is now, but with time, the interventions worked. Similarly, the Great Manchurian Plague 
in China in the 1910 was only contained when similar protocols were followed. Had 
those lessons been applied early to covid 19, outcomes may have been different. 

Nobody is an island. Islands are intricate ecosystems, not exactly replicated in our indi-
vidual selves.  That is why we need each other. These lockdowns have robbed some of us 

of that human touch and yet some of that human touches has become too familiar and has 

bred violence. A 24-hour lockdown is tough in itself, but a 7-day one was brutal.  Neces-

sary, but brutal.  It was like the proverbial week of Sundays; one week of mind boggling 
nothingness. May we never have to experience another!

Our housing models exacerbated the effects of  lockdowns.  Places with “yard” spaces 

seemed to have handled isolation better. Yards presented outdoorness. Outdoorness al-

lowed for physicality.  Physicality relieved boredom, thereby making isolation easier.  
Isolation was easier to handle, too, in shared households where there was enough space 
to allow separation. Thus, crowded households fared worse than spartially occupied ones 
- at least that is our theory. Research will determine these impacts; and hopefully guide 
future land settlement policies. We feel for persons who couldn’t go to public parks.   

Work has value far greater than the provision of wages. Work validates our existence, 
gives us a sense of purpose.  It allows us to focus on alternatives other than ourselves, the 
“poor me” syndrome.  Maybe it is this that keeps the front-line workers at work, risking 
family and life to serve others. Maybe it is this that is driving the back-to-work protests in 

the USA. Maybe it is that the innocents (covid-free) no longer want to pay for the guilty 

(diseased). Wasn’t that the reason for isolating persons with Hansens disease many years 

ago?

Finally, covid-19 has taught us that there is a difference between being alone and being 
lonely. Correctional facilities have long understood this. Prisoners are often alone, but are 
allowed daily interaction time to relieve loneliness.  We must be careful in the new norm 

not to become lonely, even as we are forced to be alone more.

By Loshaun Dixon

The balancing act of the 
suppressing COVID-19 
virus while keeping 
economic activity flex-
ible are the aims of the 
St. Kitts and Nevis au-
thorities  as they look to 
bounce back from the ef-
fect of the pandemic.

This week the Federation 
partially eased restric-
tions during some days 
due to the virus not hav-
ing an outbreak here.

Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Hazel Laws said that 
relevant health measures 
and keeping the number 
of virus cases low were 
critical in the decision for 
a partial re- engagement 
of economic activity.

But she did say there 
ought to be some con-
trol to ensure the virus 
does not re-emerge in the 
process.

“We still need to main-
tain significant control 
on the outbreak in order 
for us to ensure that there 
is only a slow increase 
in numbers and that the 

number remains below 
our capacity to treat,” 
Laws said.

 Attorney General 
Vincent Byron said that 
the government had to 
find a sweet spot that will 
not put people at risk but 
can get the country back 
to work.

“There were people who 
were, on the one hand, 
concerned that we have 
been locked down and 
restricted for too long. 
Today there is another set 
of people who are say-
ing that we have eased 
restrictions too quickly, 
and we have gone too 
far, there needs to be that 
balance.” 

He said some people 
were concerned with 
reopening some less 
essential parts of the 
economy but noted the 
government did not want 
to limit some areas and 
not others.

He then disclosed what 
will have to take place 
in order for the relax-
ation of the restrictions 
to continue: “If you can 

establish social distanc-
ing and physical dis-
tancing protocols with 
workers who may not 
have to come in but can 
work from home. These 
are broad guidelines for 
that transition back to a 
sense of normalcy.”

He explained other 
people such as custom-
ers and clients wearing 
face masks and having a 
hand sanitizer, are going 
to practice a certain spac-
ing (social distancing) of 
customers in  business 
establishments.

“This is part of the tran-
sition back from a total 
lockdown to coming 
back to a sense of eco-
nomic activity/normalcy. 
It’s a gradual process, it’s 
one that our people have 
been very prudent so 
far,” Byron said.
The National Emergency 
Operations Center also 
established a task force 
with the responsibility of 
visiting the business firm 
and ensuring that they 
adhere to the guidelines 
established.

Balancing  
normalcy and 

protection

Attorney General Vincent Byron
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By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley announced that 
the government will 
forego some           capi-
tal projects and focus 
resources on agriculture 
to ensure greater food 
security, 
“The construction sector, 
financial services, and 
the small business sector. 
We shall also re-allocate 

greater resources to so-
cial services to strength-
en our social safety net 
for the most vulnerable 
members of our commu-
nity,” he said. 
Permanent Secretary 
of Agriculture Huey 
Sergeant said that current 
plans for the Agriculture 
sector are still being 
developed. 

 “We are seeking to make 

more of our farms more 
efficient. We allocated 
quite a bit of lands in the 
past to crop production 
and livestock produc-
tion. We have a situation 
where maybe less than 
50% of lands that have 
been allocated are not be-
ing used as efficiently as 
we like. Our first aim is 
to get the land allocated 
to be more efficient,” he 
said.

He added that they are 
looking to farm quite a 
number of short term 
crops.“These crops are 
crops we can get produce 
from six weeks to three 
months. Those are the 
crops that we are focus-
ing on for the next six 
months. At least we can 
ensure some level of 
food security in the short 
term. In the medium term 
we will be putting some 
plans in place for food 

storages for over produc-
tion,” he said.

Currently the Newcastle 
Police station is in its 
last stages of being com-
pleted. The building was 
completely torn down 
later in 2017and con-
struction began in 2018.
When completed the 
EC $3.7million Police 

Station funded by the 
NIA will be a 15,312 
square-foot facility. The 
two-story multi-purpose 
building will house male 
and female officers from 
the Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
and the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Fire and Rescue 
Services. It will also be 
equipped with the neces-
sary amenities to support 
the officers who will be 
stationed there.

Capital Projects placed on  
back burner.

Agriculture becomes NIA focus.
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Superintendent-Cromwell-Henry

By Loshaun Dixon

The sale of liquor has 
been shelved with the re-
cent extension of the State 
of Emergency in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

According to Section 14 
of the Statutory Rules 
and Orders of 2020, 
Emergency Powers 

Regulations  the suspen-
sion of all retail liquor 
licences is mandated. 

It states: “Notwithstanding 
the provisions of the 
Liquor Licences Act, 
Cap. 18.21, all retail 
liquor licences are sus-
pended once a period of 
emergency is declared in 
relation to COVID-19.”

Superintendent Cromwell 

Henry represents the 
Royal St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force on the 
National COVID-19 Task 
Force. He  said alcoholic 
drinks were off the table 
at bars and shops during 
the state of emergency 
“So you can not go by a 
bar, you can not go by a 
shop and buy a glass of 
wine [or] buy a glass of 
your favourite drink.” 

Supt. Henry said whole-
sale sellers of alcohol will 
be allowed to continue 
so sell. “The wholesale 
licences are still intact so 
if you have a wholesale li-
cence to sell liquor by the 
case or to sell by the bottle 
then those can still oper-
ate. So, the supermarkets, 
those can continue to 
sell their liquor because 
you’re not consuming it 
on the premises.”

He explained that the in-
tention of suspending re-
tail liquor licences was to 
prevent social gatherings 
at bars and shops that sell 
liquor.

“That is the kind of thing 
that brings people togeth-
er dangerously close and 
so to avoid that licences 
are suspended to prevent 

persons from socialising 
in that way,” he added.
The Liquor Licence Act 
states that ‘’liquor” in-
cludes brandy, whisky, 
rum, gin, wines, liqueurs, 
beer, porter, cider and all 
potable spirituous alco-
holic, malt and fermented 
liquors of any kind or sort 
whatsoever, but shall not 
include bay water and bay 
rum.’’

Police:  
No alcohol 

sales
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“People have been showing up at 
the department in numbers, more 

than what we are comfortable with.”

Clients flood Social  
Service department

By Monique Washington

Nevisians appear to be 
ignoring Nevis Social 
Service Director Sandra 
Maynard’s plea for citi-
zens to phone the office 
rather than flooding into 
the building the way they 
have been doing.

 Maynard has urged 
people to call the Social 
Service Department for 
information and requests.

“People have been show-
ing up at the department 
in numbers, more than 
what we are comfortable 
with. If you are not com-
ing for an emergency 

example child protection, 
child abuse matter we 
suggest that you continue 
to use that number. For 
counselling and emotion-
al support 664 7269 or 
665 9565,” Maynard said.

She said people must use 
the numbers because no 
face to face interviews 
are being conducted at 
this time and people who 

come to the department 
will be asked to leave 
their phone numbers.

She informed people 
who wish to apply for 
the Poverty Alleviation 

Program can do so at 
www.stats.gov.kn.

Maynard said that the de-
partment is still providing 

meals to the seniors and 
the less fortunate. “So 
those of you who are 
normally accustomed to 
getting meals, we con-
tinue to provide support 
from our counsellors at 

the Counselling Unit of 
the Department of Social 
Services.”

In addition, people that 

are primary caregiv-
ers who must take care 
of their loved ones, the 
sick, the housebound 
and the elderly, who ab-
solutely must have care 
during these times, can 
get permission through 
the Social Services 
department.

Maynard said that they 
will continue to provide 
their “best service” to the 

people of Nevis.

“What is our best service? 
Service to persons who 
need it the most. 

We do understand that ev-
eryone who calls is to be 
respected in terms of their 
request but we are serv-
ing the most vulnerable 
people first,” she said.

Nevis Social Service Director 
Sandra Maynard’s 
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The head of the World 
Health Organization has 
warned that “the worst 
is yet ahead of us” in the 
coronavirus outbreak, 
raising new alarm bells 
about the pandemic just 
as many countries are be-
ginning to ease restrictive 
measures.

WHO director-gen-
eral Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus didn’t 
specify exactly why he 

believes that the outbreak 
could get worse. Some 
people, though, have 
pointed to the likely fu-
ture spread of the illness 
through Africa, where 
health systems are far 
less developed.

So far, it has infected 
nearly 2.5 million people 
and killed over 166,000, 
according to figures com-
piled by Johns Hopkins 
University.

Tedros alluded to the 
so-called Spanish flu in 
1918 as a reference for 
the coronavirus outbreak.

“It has a very dangerous 
combination and this is 
happening … like the 
1918 flu that killed up to 
100 million people,” he 
told reporters in Geneva.

“But now we have tech-
nology, we can prevent 
that disaster, we can 

prevent that kind of 
crisis.”

WHO officials warned 
against countries lift-
ing restrictions and 
lockdowns too quickly, 

saying that early data 
shows that relatively 
few people have been 
infected with the vi-
rus, meaning that many 
would be susceptible to a 
resurgence.

“Trust us. The worst is 
yet ahead of us,” Tedros 
said. “Let’s prevent this 
tragedy. It’s a virus that 
many people still don’t 
understand.”

WHo Chief:  
The Worst is Yet to 

Come, Don’t lift  
restrictions
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PM Harris praises 
Health System with BBC

Addressing the economic impacts 
Dr. Harris noted that though many 
jobs were lost, the government was 
in the process sending the country 
back to work. He said the loss of 
tourism was significant.

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. Kitts 
and Nevis has praised the 
Federation and boasted of 
the strength of its health 
sector in a BBC Radio 
interview Wednesday.

Dr Harris, answering on 
the strength of the health 
sector of the Federation 
in handling an outbreak 
of COVID-19, said the 
health system at this point 
was at “the strongest 
position.”

He said, “We have ad-
equate ventilators for this 
particular period of time. 
We have been able to in-
vest in ventilators so as 
we speak today, we have 
about six times the stock 
that we had before the ar-
rival of COVID-19 in St. 

Kitts and Nevis.”

Our health system is not 
being overwhelmed and 

the reason is we took 
strong measures early 
and we prepared well for 
this.”

Addressing the economic 
impacts Dr. Harris noted 
that though many jobs 
were lost, the government 

was in the process send-
ing the country back to 
work. He said the loss of 
tourism was significant.

“The economic impact 
on St. Kitts and Nevis 
has been as severe as it is 
for the rest of the world, 

Tourism is a large, but 
not the only segment of 
the economy and in that 
regard, we have had a 

significant loss of jobs. 
“However, because we 
have been managing 
the country well, we 
developed a significant 
financial surplus and we 
were able therefore to do 
a stimulus in the region 
of $120 million targeting 
the victims of COVID-19 
and setting a framework 
to get the country back to 
work soonest.”

He added that the 
Federation will be seek-
ing a position to compete 
in the world market. “We 
will be trying to get St. 
Kitts and Nevis ready for 
when the world is ready 
for engagement. 

“You are aware our 

principal partners we 
engage for tourists and 
goods in the United States 
of America and Europe 
are basically now in a 
crisis situation. We have 
been fortunate no deaths, 
no hospitalization, no sig-
nificant cases.”
He also hailed the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis for 
their discipline during the 
lockdown periods.

“I want to commend the 
discipline of the people of 
St. Kitts and Nevis. They 
understand that we are in 
a changing world, a very 
difficult world and each 
one has to play a part. So, 
the response has been re-
ally good so far.”
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By Loshaun Dixon

Many civic minded indi-
viduals and organizations 
have stepped up to the 
plate in the fight against 
COVID-19, donating 
financially to different 
causes.

This week alone the 
National Emergency 
Operations Centre re-
ceived a donation of 
EC$ 20,000 from the 
Seven Day Adventist 
Church, $21,500 from 
Rotary Clubs across St. 
Kitts and Nevis and Most 

recently $1,500 from 
the Molineaux/Cayon 
Cricket Club (MCCC).

Pastor Stanton Adams 
of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church said 
the church’s constituency 
in the Federation was 
happy to make the dona-
tion. “This crisis is of no 
mean proportions and 
notwithstanding all of the 
future implications that 
this may have, not only 
for us in this Federation 
but globally, we wish to 
applaud the Ministry of 
Health and your various 

task forces that are on the 
forefront with the fight 

against this COVID-19 
disease.” 

He continued, “We are 
committed to doing 
whatever we can so that 
we can all face this pan-
demic head-on and we 
pray that God will bring 
us through.”

Trevor Blake Governor 
of Rotary District 7030 
said their funds were to 
be directed into testing to 
help flatten the infection 
curve.

Steve Saunders of 
MCCC said the club 
members were happy 
to exercise their civic 
duty. “Stuck at home our 
members unanimously 
agreed that the time was 
right to exercise our civic 
duty to help in some 

small way. In this regard 
we are extremely elated 

to donate $1,500.00 to the 
NEOC to assist in pro-
viding food packages for 
vulnerable individuals in 
our society.”

He said the club was in 
support of those on the 
front lines of the fight for 
COVID 19.

Medical Chief of Staff 
Dr. Cameron Wilkinson 
praised all who have 
donated to the fight of 
COVID-19. “I just want 
to say how pleased I am 
that so many private 
citizens and businesses 
and NGOs] are stepping 

forward to join us in the 
fight against COVID-19. 

This is testament to the 
fact that they are heeding 
the call for an all-of-soci-
ety approach to this fight. 
He said being socially 
responsible and follow-
ing instructions was just 
as important as any dona-
tion. “We do not expect 
every individual or orga-
nization to step forward 
and make significant 
monetary contributions 
like what we received 
today. To all of those who 
show their support by 
simply obeying the ad-
vice we give, to the many 
persons who message 
us and call us and tell us 
that they have us in their 
prayers.  I say a big thank 
you.”

He said being socially responsible and follow-
ing instructions was just as important as any 
donation. “We do not expect every individual or 
organization to step forward and make signifi-
cant monetary contributions like what we re-
ceived today. 

Mr.-Abdias-Samuel and Pastor-Stanton-Adams MOLINEAUX  cayon donation 

Donations praised to NEoC



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 24th, 2020 NewSPage:16 NewSPage:16



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 24th, 2020Page:17 AdverTiSemeNT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 24th, 2020 NewSPage:18 NewSPage:18

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, 
April 22, 2020 (Press Unit 
in the Office of the Prime 
Minister) – On Monday 
and Tuesday of this week, 
thousands of citizens and 
residents took advantage 
of the relaxed restrictions 

with respect to increas-
ing the number of partial 
curfew days and allowing 
more non-essential busi-
nesses in the country to 
operate while respecting 
the established protocols 
as outlined in the Saint 
Christopher and Nevis 
Statutory Rules and 
Orders No.13 and  No. 
14 of 2020 Emergency 
Powers (COVID-19) 
(No. 5) Regulations.

But while many were 
appreciative of the 
relaxed restrictions, 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris has warned that 
this process must be well-
managed in order to pre-
vent a worsening of the 
situation.

“You would note that dur-
ing the course of the week 
more entities are being 
opened, more business 
places were allowed to 
[operate]. The hardware 

stores were opened, the 
buses were able to take 
more people and we are 
allowing that as we lis-
ten and we appreciate the 
need for people to get back 
to work to earn incomes 
and to help themselves 

and to help their families. 
But at the same time, we 
have to do it carefully and 
it has to be well-managed 
or we could worsen the 
situation,” Prime Minister 
Harris stated.

 As such, Dr. Harris reiter-
ated his call for persons to 
continue to practice and 
adhere to the necessary 
measures that are de-
signed to keep everyone 
safe. These include the 
wearing of face masks, 
the practice of proper 
hand hygiene and adher-
ing to the social distance 
guidelines.

The honourable prime 
minister further advised 
that the Government’s 
decision as to what hap-
pens next week, depends 
heavily on the success of 
this week.

“So far, things are going 
reasonably well,” Prime 
Minister Harris said. “If 

things continue that way 
up to Friday (April 24) 
we will continue in the 
following week which 
means Monday, [April 
27] and Tuesday [April 
28] we will have limited 
business operations just 

as we have now, so there’s 
no need for people to go 
overcrowding the su-
permarkets because four 
days of the week you will 
be able to access them.”

Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris continued 
by saying that as things 
improve week by week, 
St. Kitts and Nevis “could 
get closure to a point 
where there is further eas-
ing but that depends upon 
you.”

Chief Medical Officer, 
Dr. Hazel Laws, stated 
earlier this week that the 
Government’s decision to 
relax restrictions came as 
a result of the low number 
of positive cases and the 
low rate of increase of the 
COVID-19 virus, as well 
as the having the relevant 
public health measures in 
place.

“So far, things are going reasonably well,” 
Prime Minister Harris said. “If things con-
tinue that way up to Friday (April 24) we 
will continue in the following week which 
means Monday, [April 27] and Tuesday 
[April 28] we will have limited business 
operations just as we have now, so there’s 
no need for people to go overcrowding the 
supermarkets because four days of the 
week you will be able to access them.”

rElAXING oF rESTrICTIoNS IN ST. KITTS AND NEVIS 
MUST BE WEll-MANAGED, SAYS PM HArrIS
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PM HArrIS PlEASED PErSoNS HAVE BEGUN To rE-
CEIVE PAYoUTS AS PArT oF THE GoVErNMENT’S 

CoMPrEHENSIVE CoVID-19 rESPoNSE

BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts, April 22, 2020 
(Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister) 
– Prime Minister 
Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris used 
last night’s (Tuesday, 
April 21) edition of 
the popular Leadership 
Matters Virtual Series 
to place on record his 
appreciation to the St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Social Security Board, 
which on Monday, April 
20, began its payout to 
self-employed persons 
and employees whose 
incomes are impacted as 
a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“I must commend the 
Social Security Board 
because just yesterday 
[Monday, April 20], they 
paid their first batch of 
applicants their share 
of the $1,000 monthly 
assistance that we had 
promised as part of the 
stimulus wage fund,” 
Prime Minister Harris 

said.

The prime minister noted 
that more than one thou-
sand applications (1,000) 
were processed, “and 
these applications cov-
ered the rank of the un-
employed persons who 
suffered loss of earnings 
due to COVID-19 and of 
course the self-employed 
persons such as bus-men, 
hair braiders etc.”

 Prime Minister Harris 
told the listening and 
viewing audience that 
this of course is a very 
positive start.

 Dr. Harris further advised 
the nation that not all 
persons affected would 
have received assistance 
in that first instance, but 
noted that, “The good 
news is that the process 
has started and it would 
take some time to reach 
to everyone.”

 Commenting on the 
significance of this 

assistance, Prime 
Minister Harris said 
while other Caribbean 
countries are offering 
similar stimulus pack-
ages, none is offering as 
much as the Government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis.

 “Our Government has 

been doing more than 
any other government 
to provide direct sup-
port to our citizens and 
residents. While here, 
we are giving support…
to help offset the decline 

in earnings which many 
would have suffered as 
a result of the COVID 
at $1,000 per month. 
In St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, they are of-
fering $300 on average 
per month. In the large 
oil-rich Trinidad and 
Tobago, they are offering 

$603 XCD. In Barbados, 
they are offering $600 
per month,” Dr. Harris 
explained, while adding 
that “St. Kitts and Nevis 
is the most generous.”  

 

In additional to finan-
cial support to those 
whose earnings were 
impacted by COVID-19, 
the Government’s wide-
ranging stimulus pack-
age also includes the 
postponement of the 

payment of property tax 
from June to September 
2020, the removal of 
VAT and import duty 
for six months on cer-
tain hygiene products, 
the removal of import 

duty and customs service 
charge for six months on 
cold and cough prepara-
tions, fruits, fruit juices, 
vegetables and vitamins, 
as well as the waiving of 
payments for water con-
sumption from April to 
June 2020 for individuals 
who have been laid off or 
who experience a reduc-
tion in earnings as a con-
sequence of COVID-19.

 The stimulus package 
also introduced a tax 
incentive for businesses 
that retain at least 75 per-
cent of their employees 
– they will see an almost 
25 percent reduction in 
the corporate income tax 
rate, from 33 percent to 
25 percent, for April to 
June 2020. Under the 
stimulus package, there 
will also be a 50 percent 
reduction in the unincor-
porated business tax rate, 
from 4.0 percent to 2.0 
percent, for the period 
April to June 2020.

“I must commend the Social Security Board 
because just yesterday [Monday, April 20], 
they paid their first batch of applicants 
their share of the $1,000 monthly assis-
tance that we had promised as part of the 
stimulus wage fund,” Prime Minister Harris 
said.
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Steps to Christ          Chapter 13—Rejoicing in the Lord
Ellen G. White Writings

The children of God are 
called to be representa-
tives of Christ, showing 
forth the goodness and 
mercy of the Lord. As 
Jesus has revealed to 
us the true character of 
the Father, so we are to 
reveal Christ to a world 
that does not know His 
tender, pitying love. “As 
Thou hast sent Me into 
the world,” said Jesus, 
“even so have I also sent 
them into the world.” “I 
in them, and Thou in Me; 
... that the world may 
know that Thou hast sent 
Me.” John 17:18, 23. 
The apostle Paul says 
to the disciples of Jesus, 
“Ye are manifestly de-
clared to be the epistle 
of Christ,” “known 
and read of all men.” 2 
Corinthians 3:3, 2. In ev-
ery one of His children, 
Jesus sends a letter to the 
world. If you are Christ’s 
follower, He sends in you 
a letter to the family, the 
village, the street, where 
you live. Jesus, dwelling 
in you, desires to speak 
to the hearts of those 
who are not acquainted 
with Him. Perhaps they 
do not read the Bible, 
or do not hear the voice 
that speaks to them in its 
pages; they do not see 
the love of God through 
His works. But if you 
are a true representative 
of Jesus, it may be that 
through you they will be 
led to understand some-
thing of His goodness 
and be won to love and 
serve Him. 

Christians are set as 
light bearers on the way 
to heaven. They are to 
reflect to the world the 
light shining upon them 
from Christ. Their life 
and character should be 
such that through them 
others will get a right 
conception of Christ and 
of His service. 

If we do represent Christ, 
we shall make His ser-
vice appear attractive, 
as it really is. Christians 

who gather up gloom 
and sadness to their 
souls, and murmur and 
complain, are giving to 
others a false represen-
tation of God and the 
Christian life. They give 
the impression that God 
is not pleased to have 
His children happy, and 
in this they bear false 
witness against our 
heavenly Father. 

Satan is exultant when 
he can lead the children 
of God into unbelief and 
despondency. He de-
lights to see us mistrust-
ing God, doubting His 
willingness and power to 
save us. He loves to have 
us feel that the Lord will 
do us harm by His provi-
dences. It is the work of 
Satan to represent the 
Lord as lacking in com-
passion and pity. He mis-
states the truth in regard 
to Him. He fills the imag-
ination with false ideas 
concerning God; and 
instead of dwelling upon 
the truth in regard to our 
heavenly Father, we too 
often fix our minds upon 
the misrepresentations 
of Satan and dishonor 
God by distrusting Him 
and murmuring against 
Him. Satan ever seeks 
to make the religious life 
one of gloom. He desires 
it to appear toilsome and 
difficult; and when the 
Christian presents in his 
own life this view of re-
ligion, he is, through his 
unbelief, seconding the 
falsehood of Satan. 

Many, walking along 
the path of life, dwell 
upon their mistakes and 
failures and disappoint-
ments, and their hearts 
are filled with grief and 
discouragement. While 
I was in Europe, a sister 
who had been doing this, 
and who was in deep 
distress, wrote to me, 
asking for some word 
of encouragement. The 
night after I had read her 
letter I dreamed that I 
was in a garden, and one 

who seemed to be the 
owner of the garden was 
conducting me through 
its paths. I was gather-
ing the flowers and en-
joying their fragrance, 
when this sister, who 
had been walking by my 
side, called my attention 
to some unsightly bri-
ers that were impeding 
her way. There she was 
mourning and grieving. 
She was not walking in 
the pathway, following 
the guide, but was walk-
ing among the briers 
and thorns. “Oh,” she 
mourned, “is it not a pity 
that this beautiful garden 
is spoiled with thorns?” 
Then the guide said, “Let 
the thorns alone, for they 
will only wound you. 
Gather the roses, the lil-
ies, and the pinks.” 

Have there not been 
some bright spots in 
your experience? Have 
you not had some pre-
cious seasons when your 
heart throbbed with joy 
in response to the Spirit 
of God? When you look 
back into the chapters 
of your life experience 
do you not find some 
pleasant pages? Are not 
God’s promises, like the 
fragrant flowers, grow-
ing beside your path on 
every hand? Will you 
not let their beauty and 
sweetness fill your heart 
with joy? 

The briers and thorns 
will only wound and 
grieve you; and if you 
gather only these things, 
and present them to oth-
ers, are you not, besides 
slighting the goodness of 
God yourself, preventing 
those around you from 
walking in the path of 
life? 

It is not wise to gather 
together all the unpleas-
ant recollections of a 
past life,—its iniquities 
and disappointments,—
to talk over them and 
mourn over them until 
we are overwhelmed 
with discouragement. A 
discouraged soul is filled 

with darkness, shutting 
out the light of God from 
his own soul and casting 
a shadow upon the path-
way of others. 

Thank God for the 
bright pictures which 
He has presented to us. 
Let us group together 
the blessed assurances 
of His love, that we 
may look upon them 
continually: The Son of 
God leaving His Father’s 
throne, clothing His 
divinity with human-
ity, that He might rescue 
man from the power of 
Satan; His triumph in our 
behalf, opening heaven 
to men, revealing to hu-
man vision the presence 
chamber where the Deity 
unveils His glory; the 
fallen race uplifted from 
the pit of ruin into which 
sin had plunged it, and 
brought again into con-
nection with the infinite 
God, and having endured 
the divine test through 
faith in our Redeemer, 
clothed in the righteous-
ness of Christ, and exalt-
ed to His throne—these 
are the pictures which 
God would have us 
contemplate. 

When we seem to doubt 
God’s love and distrust 
His promises we dishon-
or Him and grieve His 
Holy Spirit. How would 
a mother feel if her chil-
dren were constantly 
complaining of her, just 
as though she did not 
mean them well, when 
her whole life’s effort 
had been to forward their 
interests and to give them 
comfort? Suppose they 
should doubt her love; 
it would break her heart. 
How would any parent 
feel to be thus treated by 
his children? And how 
can our heavenly Father 
regard us when we dis-
trust His love, which 
has led Him to give His 
only-begotten Son that 
we might have life? The 
apostle writes, “He that 
spared not His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not 

with Him also freely give 
us all things?” Romans 
8:32. And yet how many, 
by their actions, if not in 
word, are saying, “The 
Lord does not mean this 
for me. Perhaps He loves 
others, but He does not 
love me.” 

All this is harming your 
own soul; for every word 
of doubt you utter is 
inviting Satan’s tempta-
tions; it is strengthening 
in you the tendency to 
doubt, and it is grieving 
from you the minister-
ing angels. When Satan 
tempts you, breathe not 
a word of doubt or dark-
ness. If you choose to 
open the door to his sug-
gestions, your mind will 
be filled with distrust and 
rebellious questioning. If 
you talk out your feel-
ings, every doubt you 
express not only reacts 
upon yourself, but it is a 
seed that will germinate 
and bear fruit in the life 
of others, and it may be 
impossible to counteract 
the influence of your 
words. You yourself may 
be able to recover from 
the season of tempta-
tion and from the snare 
of Satan, but others who 
have been swayed by 
your influence may not 
be able to escape from 
the unbelief you have 
suggested. How impor-
tant that we speak only 
those things that will 
give spiritual strength 
and life! 

Angels are listening to 
hear what kind of report 
you are bearing to the 
world about your heav-
enly Master. Let your 
conversation be of Him 
who liveth to make in-
tercession for you before 
the Father. When you 
take the hand of a friend, 
let praise to God be on 
your lips and in your 
heart. This will attract his 
thoughts to Jesus. 

All have trials; griefs 
hard to bear, tempta-
tions hard to resist. Do 
not tell your troubles to 

your fellow mortals, but 
carry everything to God 
in prayer. Make it a rule 
never to utter one word 
of doubt or discourage-
ment. You can do much 
to brighten the life of 
others and strengthen 
their efforts, by words of 
hope and holy cheer. 

There is many a brave 
soul sorely pressed by 
temptation, almost ready 
to faint in the conflict 
with self and with the 
powers of evil. Do not 
discourage such a one in 
his hard struggle. Cheer 
him with brave, hope-
ful words that shall urge 
him on his way. Thus 
the light of Christ may 
shine from you. “None 
of us liveth to himself.” 
Romans 14:7. By our un-
conscious influence oth-
ers may be encouraged 
and strengthened, or they 
may be discouraged, and 
repelled from Christ and 
the truth. 

There are many who 
have an erroneous idea 
of the life and character 
of Christ. They think 
that He was devoid of 
warmth and sunniness, 
that He was stern, severe, 
and joyless. In many 
cases the whole religious 
experience is colored by 
these gloomy views. 

It is often said that Jesus 
wept, but that He was 
never known to smile. 
Our Saviour was indeed 
a Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief, for 
He opened His heart to 
all the woes of men. But 
though His life was self-
denying and shadowed 
with pain and care, His 
spirit was not crushed. 
His countenance did not 
wear an expression of 
grief and repining, but 
ever one of peaceful se-
renity. His heart was a 
wellspring of life, and 
wherever He went He 
carried rest and peace, 
joy and gladness. 

Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. 
White. All Rights Reserved.
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Chief Medical Officer  
Dr. Hazel Laws 

First recovered case in SKN

“We are still in the early days of the CoVID-19 
outbreak here in St. Kitts and Nevis. Please note 
that our number will continue to increase with 
the number of confirmed cases reaching a peak.

By Loshaun Dixon

The Federation’s 
COVID-19 patients are 
on the way to recovery 
with the first recovered 
case confirmed.

This was disclosed by 
Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Hazel Laws on Tuesday at 
the National Emergency 
Operations Center brief-
ing. “This afternoon I 
have good news. We have 
one confirmed case re-
covered with zero deaths 
to date.”

Dr. Laws however 
warned the cases in the 
Federation are likely to 
increase.

“We are still in the early 
days of the COVID-19 
outbreak here in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. Please note 

that our number will 
continue to increase with 
the number of confirmed 
cases reaching a peak.

“Subsequently these 
numbers will then de-
crease, however based on 

the evidence the decrease 
will take place at a much 
lower rate.”

She said authorities will 
continue to find a bal-
ance between a return to 
normalcy and protection 
of the people. “The minis-
try of health continues to 
carefully find the balance 
between maintaining a 

sustainable suppression 
of transmission of trans-
mission of the virus whilst 
ensuring resumption of 

some parts of economic 
and social life.

“Our responsibility is to 
adhere to all the recom-
mendations that we have 
made so far.”

Earlier in the week Dr. 
Laws explained the pro-
cess of recovery noting 
that the virus can remain 

in the body for as long as 
14 days after an infected 
person becomes symp-
tom free.

 “The clinical course of 
COVID-19 is as long 
as 28 days, as long as 

a month. Based on the 
literature, somebody is 
deemed recovered after 
they would have had two 
successive tests coming 
back as negative.”

She said, “We are in the 
process of testing our 
confirmed cases in order 
to determine if they are 
fully recovered or not and 
so we have not achieved 
that as yet and that is why 
we have not said that we 
have a case recovered’

She said if an individual 
with the case is not show-
ing any symptoms that 
person will be isolated at 
home.
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By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley has made the 
decision to forgo his 
monthly salary to assist  
Nevisians with groceries 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Currently there are four 
people on Nevis who 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Brantley announced 
Wednesday that along 
with himself, the other 
members of his cabi-
net will also be taking a 
10% salary cut for three 
months starting in May. 

“In a show of solidarity 
therefore with our people, 
the Ministers of the Nevis 
Island Administration 
have all agreed to a pay 
cut of 10% for the next 3 
months starting in May, 
2020. 
“In my case, I have since 
last month forgone my 
salary and benefits in full 
and shall continue to do 
so until we are past this 
crisis. I believe that this 
gesture demonstrates in a 

tangible way that we are 
indeed in this together,” 
Brantley said.

He said that his cabi-
net is aware of what the 
COVID-19 crisis has 
caused to the people of 
Nevis and they also rec-
ognize that many people 
have lost their jobs and 
have lost their income. 

“It has made it difficult 
for some of us even to 
ensure that we have food 
to eat. I share the pain and 
anguish of our people. 
While none of us is re-
sponsible for this tragedy, 
we understand that we 
have a shared responsibil-
ity to respond. Brothers 
and sisters, we are in this 
together and working 
together I know we shall 
overcome.

He also noted that 
$13,500 worth of grocer-
ies each month for the 
next 3 months will be 
given to the most vulner-
able across our island. He 
added that the applica-
tion process will soon be 
opened.

In addition to forgoing his 

salary the premier also 
hosted a jingle competi-
tion via his social media 
page and paid out almost 
EC $10,000. Nearly  48 
Nevisians took part from  
primary school students 
to seniors. Brantley 
awarded the winners and 
every participant.

“This Corona crisis has 
tested us as Nevisians in a 
way that we have not seen 
in decades past. It has 
brought great suffering 
on our people. However 
in His own way, Jehovah 
God has used this crisis to 
remind us of our need to 
be disciplined and respon-
sible, our need for family, 
our need for community, 
our need for the Church, 
our need for each other 
and most of all, our need 
for his love, guidance and 
protection. 

This crisis has brought 
out the very best of the 
Nevisian spirit and has 
reminded us of our shared 
humanity. We must not 
lose sight of the valuable 
lessons that this pandemic 
has taught.” 

Premier 
takes salary 
cut to fight 

CoVID-19 
Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 24th, 2020Page:24 AdverTiSemeNT


