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By Loshaun Dixon 

Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris warns 
that new cases of 
COVID-19 may be de-
tected in St. Kitts and 
Nevis as testing and 
tracing of the disease 
increases.

Dr. Harris based his 
view on precedents set in 
countries where corona-
virus has spread.

“We expect further cases 
to emerge as we step up 
our testing, and increase 
our contact tracing.  The 
pattern has been that 
once there is an initial 
finding of a confirmed 
case, the situation wors-
ens before it gets bet-
ter. A similar pattern is 
expected here in our be-
loved Federation.”

 He said the number of 
cases will increase, peak, 
plateau and then decline.  
“The time taken to flat-
ten the curve depends 
on how quickly our 
citizens and residents 
take all precautions and 
eliminate chances of 
further transmission, 
via social distancing 
and strict compliance 

with the Emergency 
Powers (COVID-19) 
Regulations, and exer-
cise common sense.”

Monday evening PM 
Harris announced tough-
er regulations on Monday 
limiting movement in the 
Federation for 24 hours a 
day until Friday after an 
initial state of emergency 

that was put in place last 
Saturday. 

He said despite a clear 
statement that all citi-
zens must stay at home 
except in certain very 
limited situations, the 
Police High Command 
has reported that many 
people have chosen to 
disobey these regula-
tions.  Irresponsible 
behaviour will not be 
tolerated. Offenders 
will be promptly ar-
rested and charged. 

We will not hesitate to 
prosecute those found in 
breach of the Emergency 
Powers (COVID-19) 
Regulations.  We are in a 
war and this war we must 
win.  Together we must 
be united, with all of us 
doing our part to ensure 
our safety – that of our 
families, communities 
and, by extension, our 

beloved Country. This 
is not a time for reck-
less behaviour. Sober, 
responsible, behaviour is 
essential.”

 Dr. Harris said the deci-
sion was made by The 
Cabinet of Ministers af-
ter consultation with the 
Police High Command, 
the National COVID-19 
Working Group, the 
Chief Medical Officer 
and the Medical Chief of 

Staff of the JNF General 
Hospital.

“It means that the cur-
rent regulations will be 
repealed and new regula-
tions made in which no 
one, except the Security 
Forces and other Security 
Personnel, the Health 
Care Officers, technical 
emergency officers of 

utilities including tele-
coms, and media person-
nel, will be allowed out 
of their residences.”

 He said these powers are 
aimed at restricting the 
spread of the virus from 
one person to the next.  
They are intended to pro-
tect you and keep your 
loved ones safe.  Please 
abide by the regulations.

 “We are working hard 
to identify, isolate and 
provide early care for 

patients.  By minimiz-
ing contact, we will keep 
the numbers down and 
manageable.”

The prime minister 
said the Federation is at 
critical juncture in its his-
tory and development.  
“An all of society ap-

proach is required.  The 
Evangelical Association, 
the Christian Council, 
the Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce, and the 
Bankers and Financial 
Services Association, 
have all been construc-
tive partners so far.  I 
commend their patrio-
tism and enduring inter-
est in the welfare of our 
Country.  I also commend 
our citizens and residents 
for understanding that 
the strong measures im-
posed will create some 

inconvenience.  Such in-
convenience in my view 
is a small, necessary 
price to pay for saving 
the lives of our people.”

 He also reiterated that 
there is no need to engage 
in impulsive buying.  
“There is an adequate 
stock of food on hand.  
This week alone some 
57 containers are arriv-
ing with food, vegetables 
and beverages.  The short 
point is that vessels are 
coming on schedule ev-
ery week.  Do not crowd 
shopping centres to pur-
chase and stockpile food 
that may very well expire 
and ultimately be a waste 
of money, as you would 
have to dispose of it,”  he 
said.

Dr. Harris said to put be-
hind narrow self-interests 
for the national good. Our 
Country’s Motto admon-
ishes us to put Country 
Above Self and thus will 
bring out the best from 
our people. We are a re-
silient and resourceful 
people and, with every 
goodwill, common sense 
and an adherence to the 
Rule of Law, we will 
overcome this existential 
threat stronger, better and 
safer.”

Cases  
expected to 

increase  
says  

PM Harris

He said these powers are aimed at restricting 

the spread of the virus from one person to the 

next.  They are intended to protect you and keep 

your loved ones safe.  

Please abide by the regulations.
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CORONA VIRUS:  
Steps to Prevent Illness

There is currently no 
vaccine to prevent coro-
navirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19).

The best way to prevent 
illness is to avoid being 
exposed to this virus.

The virus is thought 
to spread mainly from 
person-to-person.

Between people who are 
in close contact with one 
another (within about 6 
feet).

Through respiratory 
droplets produced when 
an infected person 
coughs or sneezes.

These droplets can land 
in the mouths or noses of 
people who are nearby or 
possibly be inhaled into 
the lungs.

Older adults and people 
who have severe under-
lying chronic medical 
conditions like heart or 
lung disease or diabe-
tes seem to be at higher 
risk for developing more 
serious complications 
from COVID-19 illness. 
Please consult with your 
health care provider 
about additional steps 
you may be able to take 
to protect yourself.

Take steps to protect 
yourself

Clean your hands often

Wash your hands often 
with soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds es-
pecially after you have 
been in a public place, or 
after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing.

If soap and water are not 
readily available, use a 

hand sanitizer that con-
tains at least 60% alco-
hol. Cover all surfaces of 
your hands and rub them 
together until they feel 
dry.

Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and mouth 
with unwashed hands.

Avoid close contact

Avoid close contact with 
people who are sick

Put distance between 
yourself and other people 
if COVID-19 is spread-
ing in your community. 
This is especially impor-
tant for people who are 
at higher risk of getting 
very sick.

Take steps to protect 
others

Stay home if you’re sick

Stay home if you are 
sick, except to get medi-
cal care. Learn what to 
do if you are sick.

Cover coughs and 
sneezes

Cover your mouth and 
nose with a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze or 
use the inside of your 
elbow.

Throw used tissues in the 
trash.

Immediately wash your 
hands with soap and wa-
ter for at least 20 seconds. 
If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean 
your hands with a hand 
sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol.

Wear a facemask if you 
are sick

If you are sick:  You 
should wear a facemask 
when you are around 
other people (e.g., shar-
ing a room or vehicle) 
and before you enter a 
healthcare provider’s of-
fice. If you are not able to 
wear a facemask (for ex-
ample, because it causes 
trouble breathing), then 
you should do your best 
to cover your coughs and 
sneezes, and people who 
are caring for you should 
wear a facemask if they 
enter your room. Learn 
what to do if you are sick.

If you are NOT sick: 
You do not need to wear 
a facemask unless you 
are caring for someone 
who is sick (and they are 
not able to wear a face-
mask). Facemasks may 
be in short supply and 
they should be saved for 
caregivers.

Clean and disinfect

Clean AND disinfect 
frequently touched sur-
faces daily. This includes 
tables, doorknobs, light 
switches, countertops, 
handles, desks, phones, 
keyboards, toilets, fau-
cets, and sinks.

If surfaces are dirty, clean 
them: Use detergent or 
soap and water prior to 
disinfection.

To disinfect:

Most common EPA-
registered household dis-
infectants will work. Use 
disinfectants appropriate 
for the surface.

Options include:

Diluting your household 
bleach.

To make a bleach solu-
tion, mix:

5 tablespoons (1/3rd 
cup) bleach per gallon of 
water

OR

4 teaspoons bleach per 
quart of water

Follow manufacturer’s 
instructions for applica-
tion and proper ventila-
tion. Check to ensure the 
product is not past its ex-
piration date. Never mix 
household bleach with 
ammonia or any other 

cleanser. Unexpired 
household bleach will be 
effective against corona-
viruses when properly 
diluted.

Alcohol solutions.

Ensure solution has at 
least 70% alcohol.

Other common EPA-
registered household 
disinfectants.

Products with EPA-
approved emerging viral 
pathogens pdf icon[7 
pages]external icon 
claims are expected 

to be effective against 
COVID-19 based on data 
for harder to kill viruses. 
Follow the manufac-
turer’s instructions for all 
cleaning and disinfection 
products (e.g., concentra-
tion, application method 
and contact time, etc.).

Content source: National 
Center for Immunization 
and Respiratory Diseases 
(NCIRD), Division of 
Viral Diseases

https://www.cdc.gov/



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 3rd, 2020 NewSPage:4

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams

Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com

Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summa-
rise or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters ad-
dressed to The Observer or its staff are intended for publication unless oth-
erwise stated. Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked 
to include a telephone number to allow verification. Views expressed in 
letters, commentaries or personal columns do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper. Limit submissions to 1000 words

 

 

St. Kitts               Nevis

POB 657, Lower Market Street         #1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I.            Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.

Tel.: (869) 466-4994             Tel.: (869) 469-5907

Fax: (869) 466-4995             Fax: (869) 469-5891

Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn         Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

The Federation’s Politically Independent News Source

Leadership when it matters.

EDITORIAl

The essence of great leadership is knowing where to stand in moments of 

adversity and who to stand with. It also helps to know what to say, when 

to say it and what not to say.  Equally important is that the leader must 

speak with a confidence that inspires patriotism.  These are the qualities 
that separated the Churchills, Kennedys, Lincolns, just to name a few, 

from the rest of the world, 

In this pandemic, there is no question that Timothy Harris - and Team Uni-

ty - has risen to the occasion.  He has led from the front, he has listened 

to the health experts and stood solidly behind them; he has acknowledged 

the support of his colleagues and he has strategically reached out for help 

when needed. Critically, he has largely ignored the negative comments of 

the nay-sayers with the patience of Job.

It is too early to analyze whether any mistakes were made.  If they were, 

they must be blamed it on his human-ness and not on his efforts.  It bears 

repeating that he was among the earliest to announce comprehensive 

stimulus package, the likes of which has never been seen. We were also 

amongst the earliest to announce a curfew, including the 24 hour curfew.  

In the latter, the Prime Minister also showed restraint, only implementing 

the mandatory lockdown after the voluntary one had failed.

No one knows how long this pandemic will last.  Predictions are that 

there could be a second and third wave of infections that could potentially 

stretch the period of uncertainty way into the year.  Whatever the case, we 

have full confidence that the leadership of Team Unity will see us through 
to a full recovery.

Let us all pray for healing.

Cuban medical  

professionals arrive  

to help SKN 

By Loshaun Dixon 

Thirty-four medical pro-
fessionals from Cuba 
arrived in the Federation 
Saturday to assist in the 
fight against COVID19. 
 Cuban Foreign Minister 
Bruno Rodriguez said 
Cuba was committed 
to the Caribbean coun-
tries in fighting and 
controlling the novel 
coronavirus.

Rodriguez said, “Cuban 
health professionals ar-
rive in Saint Kitts and 
Nevis to join the efforts 
to fight COVID19. Cuba 
ratifies its commitment 
to the Caribbean nations, 
to which we are united 
by historic ties of broth-
erhood and solidarity.”

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr 
Timothy Harris an-
nounced the arrival of 
the delegation. “The 
Team Unity Government 
Welcomes 34 Medical 
Personnel from Cuba 
To Assist St. Kitts and 
Nevis in its COVID19 
Pandemic Response. The 

delegation comprises 30 
nurses and four doctors, 
trained in Intensive Care 
Medicine.”

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley also noted part 
of the delegation will be 
serving in Nevis. 

He pointed out,“Among 
them was Dr Elizabeth 
Oliva Correa, 
Epidemiology Specialist, 
who was accompa-
nied by 1 ICU Nurse 
Specialist and 4 emer-
gency nurses who will 
serve in Nevis. We wel-
come our brothers and 
sisters from Cuba and 
thank the Cuban govern-
ment and people for their 
generosity in sharing 
their medical expertise 
with us to keep us safe.”

More than 800 Cuban 
health professionals are 
working to fight the pan-
demic abroad, accord-
ing to Santiago Badia, 
secretary general of the 
National Union of Health 
Workers.

And more than 45 coun-
tries have requested help 

from Cuba to deal with 
Covid-19, according to 
officials there.
The team is made up 
of doctors and nurs-
ing graduates, mostly 
members of the Henry 
Reeve International 
Medical Brigade against 
Disasters and Serious 
Epidemics, created by 
the historic leader of the 
Cuban Revolution, Fidel 
Castro.

So far, Cuba has sent 
medical professionals 
to 12 nations, including 
Italy, Belize, Jamaica, 
Antigua and Barbuda, 
Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Haiti, Saint 
Lucia, Grenada and 
Dominica.

Last week Medical Chief 
of Staff for the JNF 
Hospital Dr Cameron 
Wilkinson said they were 
to welcome more than 30 
nurses and three inten-
sive care specialists from 
Cuba, who are going to 
help fight this disease 
with the others arriving 
at a later date.
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Castries, St. Lucia, 
Wednesday, April 1, 
2020: Republic Financial 
Holdings Limited 
(RFHL) has announced 
that the Republic Group 
will be making a contri-
bution of the equivalent 
of US$2 million, collec-
tively, across all of the 
territories in which it op-
erates, namely, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Grenada, 
Guyana, Barbados, 
Ghana, Suriname, 
Cayman Islands, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent & the 
Grenadines, St. Kitts 
& Nevis, St. Maarten, 
Anguilla and Dominica. 

In the East Caribbean, 
the Group’s relief ef-
fort will be led by its 
subsidiary, Republic 
Bank (EC) which plans 
to work closely with the 
Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS) 
at the regional level 
and with local NGOs 
at the community level, 
to provide support on 
various initiatives. The 
value of US$200,000 of 
the Group’s contribution 
will be allocated towards 
providing relief to the 
Eastern Caribbean and 
St Maarten. The Bank’s 
Managing Director, 
Michelle Palmer-Keizer, 
said “We are acutely 
aware of the far reach-
ing impact this pandemic 
continues to have on our 
communities. We are 
prepared to provide sup-
port on multiple fronts, 

from assisting the most 
vulnerable in our society 
to those on the frontlines, 
especially our healthcare 
workers. Doing good is 
an essential part of who 
we are as an organisa-
tion and we are ready to 
help.” 

The Republic Group’s 
response to the societal 
impact of the COVID-19 
outbreak is being coordi-
nated under the umbrella 
of its social investment 
vehicle, the Power to 
Make A Difference pro-
gramme. In keeping with 
the programme’s focus 
on building successful so-
cieties and sustainability, 
the Group’s support will 
be targeted at addressing 
both long-term rebuild-
ing efforts and the imme-
diate requirements in the 
fight against COVID-19. 
These immediate re-
quirements include the 
purchase and provision 
of critical needs such 
as ventilators, personal 
protective equipment, 
testing kits, food and 
supplies for health care 
workers as well as sup-
porting the dissemination 
of official COVID-19 re-
lated information.

The Group’s pledge of 
funds to support the fight 
against COVID-19 is 
just one element of the 
multipronged approach it 
has adopted in response 
to the pandemic. The 
Group has already taken 

numerous steps to safe-
guard the well-being of 
their customers and staff, 
while ensuring the provi-
sion of essential bank-
ing services. It has also 
reached out to its custom-
ers to provide cash flow 
relief to those affected 
by the disruption brought 
about by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The Group’s President & 
CEO, Nigel Baptiste, ex-
plained “The full extent 
of the human tragedy that 
is unfolding before our 
eyes is epochal. While 
the Group is committed 
to helping our clients 
survive the economic 
impact, there is so much 
more that is needed to 
be done at the society 
level.  No country is im-
mune from this virus 
and given our preference 
for open economies, we 
all must be interested in 
what happens elsewhere. 
Management of this virus 
requires global collective 
responsibility.”

The Republic Group rec-
ognises the dynamic na-
ture of this situation and 
remains committed to a 
continuous assessment 
of its responses to ensure 
that the best interests of 
its customers, staff and 
communities are served.

#StayHomeStaySafe 

The government is 
sensitive to the needs 
of the self-employed, 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris said at the 
“Leadership Matters” 
virtual townhall meet-
ing, reminding there is 
assistance for them at 
Social Security when 
responding to a ques-
tion of how the self-em-
ployed will make ends 
meet during the 14-day 
curfew mandated by the 
government. 

Prime Minister Harris 
stated what is “critically 
important at this junc-
ture is saving lives.”

“It is alright to say I 
want to go on the road 
to sell something to 
earn a living and at the 
end of the day your life 
could be shortened,” he 
said. “The bills that you 
have now to face up to 
and to pay as a result 
of you going outside to 
ply your trade would 
become unbearable for 
you. So, we see this as 
an inconvenience and 
we accept that. It is a 
sacrifice which each of 
us must make for a bet-
ter life thereafter.”

Thus, the prime minis-
ter asks for all self-em-
ployed persons to make 
a sacrifice in the first 
instance for 14 days. 

“For 14 days stay at 
home for as much as 
possible and if you were 
to do that a full life may 
be guaranteed to you,” 
he said. “I don’t think 
we can compare a sac-
rifice for a temporary 
period of 14 days for a 
lifetime of better health 
of safety and security.”

“We can make some 
money today and tomor-
row the money disap-
pears in meeting the 
consequences of our 
participation,” he said.

The government has 
been sensitive to the 
problems which every 
citizen and resident will 
face, said the prime 

minister. He added that 
that is why they have 
announced the largest 
and the most compre-
hensive stimulus pack-
age ever that responds 
to the needs of farmers, 
fishers, self-employed, 
taxi-men and vendors of 
fruits and vegetables.

Prime Minister Harris 
said the government 
has set aside millions of 
dollars to be able to as-
sist those self-employed 
persons registered with 
the Social Security 
Board in earning at least 
$1000 per month as part 
of the stimulus package.

“At least you can keep 
your head above water. 
At least you could re-
spond to the basic needs 
for food,” he said. “We 
have done this like no 
other government in 
the region has done to 
ensure that our people 
emerge from this pan-
demic at a better place 
ready to continue to en-
gage the world and to 
do business that would 
take St. Kitts and Nevis 
to a higher level and a 
new level of growth and 
development.”

Farmers and Fishers 
Asked to Contact 
Commissioner of Police 
for Lockdown Waivers

The regulations put in 
place to stop the spread 
of COVID-19, by and 
large, make provisions 
for the Commissioner 
of Police to exercise a 
discretion with respect 
to any activity in which 
someone wants to en-
gage, including farming 
and fishing, The prime 
minister said in response 
to a question during the 
townhall meeting.

The caller asked what 
provisions are in place 
for farmers to attend to 
their crops and livestock 
in spite of the 24 hour 
and 14-day curfew.

“In relation to the farm-
ers and fishers this is 
an important concern 
because food security is 

very important,” said the 
prime minister. “What 
we did say on Saturday 
is that a person who is 
not specifically covered 
by any of the sections 
and who wants to have 
a waiver, that person 
would be required to ap-
ply to the Commissioner 
of Police and of course 
the Commissioner of 
Police would exercise 
his discretion in the par-
ticular circumstances.”

Prime Minister Harris 
stressed the regulations 
are put in place to con-
tain the spread of the 
virus.

“We are operating in 
abnormal times and so 
the same patterns of 
work, for example, that 
we have become ac-
customed to, we cannot 
continue to do things the 
same way in a changed 
world,” he said, adding 
patterns of farming will 
have to undergo chang-
es as persons “have to 
respect that in normal 
times certain things, 
which were advisable, 
could not in abnormal, 
turbulent times be ac-
ceptable anymore.”

Prime Minister Harris 
said he understands it is 
difficult for the farmers 
and fishers and “a spe-
cial carve out may need 
to be made for these 
people.”

“Again, they will 
have to speak with the 
Commissioner of Police 
who will make a deter-
mination with respect to 
any variation in time that 
is to be granted to that 
particular category of 
workers and important 
groups,” he said, urging 
sensitivity as “once we 
continue down the road 
of making exception 
after exception, then the 
elements, which we are 
attempting to have, the 
social distancing, the 
physical distancing, the 
as it were minimizing 
of interactions between 
people outside of their 
households, all these 
things could be lost.”

Republic Financial 

Holdings limited 

Supports Fight 

Against COVID19

PM: Government Sensitive to the 

Needs of the Self-Employed
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ADVERTISEMENT

Private Estate Seeks Human Resource Specialist

 
Experience:

A minimum of 10 years’ experience in Human Resource Management required, including:  
practical experience in Human Resource Management with proficiency in the operations of  

recruitment, performance management, compensation and benefits management.

Background in manual and electronic payroll systems, maintaining personnel database via cloud 
based HRIS technology, employee policy and procedure writing, health and safety training.

 
Education: 

BSc. Degree in Human Resources Management or related discipline.

Post Graduate Certification in Human Resource Management required or preferred.

Second language a plus. 

 
Skills: 

Excellent interpersonal and relationship management skills. Proven ability to engage  
employees, enhance morale, and improve job satisfaction. Ability to operate with a “hands on” 

approach to include carrying out all HR administrative tasks.

 
CARICOM status for work eligibility preferred.

Interested candidates should send your cover letter and CV to estatejob9655@gmail.com or  

submit your application at Larkland M. Richards & Associates. Edmund & Eulalie Williams  

Complex, Main Street, Charlestown, Nevis.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 3rd, 2020 NewSPage:12

By Loshaun Dixon

Individuals who may be 
having emotional diffi-
culties  during this period 
of strain can find relief 
from the Mental Health 
and Psychological Social 
Support Committee 
(MHPSSC).

Dr. Cherilyn Warde-
Crawford chairperson 
of MHPSSC noted that 
during this period of 
uncertainty about the 
coronavirus pandemic 
individuals can feel anx-
ious and stressed but 
indicated that these re-
sponses are normal.

“If they don’t do certain 
activities to help relieve 
themselves of these 
symptoms they can end 
up with more severe con-
sequences,” Dr. Warde-
Crawford said.

She said MHPSSC have 
put in place a response 
for this pandemic.  “Due 
to the nature of this pan-
demic we have to do 

interventions from a dis-
tance. We have started 
the dissemination of 
information as it relates 
to mental health and 
COVID-19.”

She disclosed they have 
partnered with the St. 
Kitts Mental Health 
Association and to-
gether are posting con-
tent on their Facebook 
page daily. “We are ask-
ing people in our federa-
tion to kindly access the 
St. Kitts Mental Health 
Association for informa-
tion on how to cope.”

Warde-Crawford said 
they were also working 
with COVID-19 task 
force for information that 
will help people take care 
of their mental health in 
these times. “We are dis-
seminating short articles 
that speak to different 
presentations or respons-
es people could have as 
a result of this pandemic.

“At present we are 
not conducting face 

to face consultations 
but we would like the 
public to know that the 
Counselling Centre are 
offering psycho social 
support to their cli-
ents and they are offering 
people suffering anxiety 
and stress support.”

She also noted they have 
a monitoring plan in 
place for people who use 
mental health services at 
the JNF Hospital. “They 
would have received 
calls to give them some 
sort of support.”

It was also revealed they 
will be doing radio dis-
cussions offering tips to 
boost one’s mental health 
and reminded individuals 
to call the 311 COVID-19 
hotline for questions and 
concerns.

She also declared they 
were ready to offer sup-
port to people in quaran-
tine and isolation. 

Anne Bass  

Passes

Mental  health  also  

covered  during  COVID -19

By Monique Washington

Anne Bass, a Nevisian resident 
and property owner who had sued 
the Nevis Island Administration 
Planning Department, has died.

In June 2017, the High Court granted 
Bass’ application for judicial review 
to quash the decision by the direc-
tor of Physical Planning and the 
Development Advisory Committee 
made in April 2016 granting per-
mission to Caribbean Development 
Consultant Ltd to construct a 17 
building, 51 unit development. 

The suit claimed without 
an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) for the materi-
ally revised plans as required by 
law and their decision should be 
made null because of their failure to 
examine and take into account the 
environmental impact assessment. 

The lawsuit alleged that the Candy 
Development was approved with-
out a complete and proper EIA

On April 1, the New York Times 
reported that Bass had passed. 

“Anne Hendricks Bass of Fort 
Worth, Texas, died on April 1, 
2020 in New York. She was born 
in Indianapolis, Indiana, and was a 
graduate of Vassar College. Anne is 
survived by her daughters Hyatt and 
Samantha, her grandsons Jasper, 
Hayden, and Seren, and her partner, 
Julian Lethbridge. A celebration of 
life for family and friends will be 
set for a future date” 

Bass’s case is currently awaiting the 
decision from the Privy Council.

She was 81 years old.
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HIGH PRAISE FOR 

PM HARRIS’  

lEADERSHIP

HIGH PRAISE 
FOR PM HARRIS’ 
LEADERSHIP

 BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts, April 01, 2020 
(Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister) 
– A wide cross-section 
of organizations and 
individuals has  com-
mended the leadership 
of Prime Minister Dr. 
the Honourable Timothy 
Harris, as the country 
confronts the worst pan-
demic in a century.

 Among the entities com-
mending the leadership 
of Prime Minister Harris 
are the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce, the Bankers 
and Financial Services 
Association, the St. Kitts 
Evangelical Association 
and the Christian 
Council.

 The COVID-19, also 
known as the Novel 
Coronavirus, has caused 
shutdown in countries 
across the world, includ-
ing in China, Italy, the 

United Kingdom and the 
United States of America.

 In the Caribbean region, 
several countries includ-
ing St. Kitts and Nevis 
have imposed 24-hour 
curfews to curtail the 
spread of deadly virus. 
On Tuesday (March 31), 
Antigua and Barbuda 
and Saint Lucia followed 
St. Kitts and Nevis’ lead 
in this regard.

 Prime Minister Harris 
has praised the work of 
the National Working 
Group on COVID-19, 
the Chief Medical 
Officer Dr. Hazel Laws, 
and health experts for 
providing excellent ad-
vice to the Government.

 The honourable prime 
minister has made sever-
al appearances on nation-
al media advising of the 
Government’s stimulus 
package and other policy 
initiatives. On Saturday, 
March 28, Prime 
Minister Harris appeared 
on several radio sta-
tions, alongside Attorney 

General the Honourable 
Vincent Byron, explain-
ing the Emergency 
Powers Regulations 
(COVID-19) 7 of 2020.

 On Monday 30, Prime 
Minister Harris, in a 
nationwide statement, 
addressed citizens and 
residents and further ad-
vised them of the need to 
step up measures to keep 
the people safe and se-
cure and to minimize the 
spread of the COVID-19 
disease.

 As such, the 24-hour 
long lockdown came into 
effect on Tuesday night 
and will run until the 
morning of Friday, April 
03.

 Prime Minister Harris 
last night (March 31) 
joined Deputy Prime 
Minister the Honourable 
Shawn Richards to en-
gage the public and 
to urge compliance 
with the Emergency 
Powers (COVID-19) 
Regulations.

Collage of pictures depicting Prime Minister Harris’ actions and meetings 
with various stakeholders as it relates to the Government’s response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.
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Chief Medical Officer Dr. Hazel Laws

In depth Contact tracing  
under way

By Loshaun Dixon

An in-depth tracing is 
underway in St. Kitts and 
Nevis of individuals who 
may have come into con-
tact with those confirmed 
to have COVID-19.

That was confirmed by 
Chief Medical Officer 
Dr Hazel Laws who said, 
the public health team is 
taking an “aggressive ap-
proach” with respect to 
contact tracing.

She said, “We have devel-
oped a list of the contacts 
of the affected individu-
als and we have started 
the contact tracing. They 

have been identified and 
samples taken to send off 
for  testing.”

Medical Chief of Staff 
at the JNF Hospital Dr. 
Cameron Wilkinson 
confirmed that most of 
the testing is now be-
ing done at a local lab.  
She explained,“We are 
confident that the results 
from our local lab are 
highly reliable. We will 
be sending most of our 
specimens to our local 
lab that will be a much 
faster turn-over instead 
of waiting two or three 
days. We Will get them 
the same day now.”

al

It was also noted that 
some samples which 
would have to go to 
Trinidad for testing at the 
CARPHA facility will 
now be transported by 
the RSS.

Dr Marissa Carty,  pub-
lic relations officer,  in 
the Ministry of Health 
said confirmed cases 
remained at eight and 
zero deaths at 3pm 
Wednesday 

She said 102 have been 
tested, 45 confirmed 
negative and 49 results 
pending. “We have 34 in 

our quarantine while 314 
are quarantined at home 
and 8 in isolation. We 
have 91 released from 
quarantine.”

She also reiterated they 
continue to work hard 
to do in-depth contact 
tracing and monitoring 
to reduce community 
transmission  “We would 
like to stress people re-
maining in quarantine so 
they won’t allow for the 
transmission and is for a 
minimum of 14 days and 
are not allowed to inter-
act with any other mem-
ber of the public for those 
days.”

Dr. Laws, addressing 
the status of the con-
firmed patients, noted 
their conditions remain 
stable. “The first two we 
are monitoring them and 
would have to be tested 
to confirm if they have 

recovered.”

She also announced the 
Cuban medics that ar-
rived on the weekend are 
also in quarantine for two 
weeks.
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BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS, April 2, 2020 (S.T.E.P.) 
-- Director of the Skills Training Empowerment 
Programme (STEP), Mr Emile Greene, on Tuesday 
March 31 appealed to all staff and participants in the 
programme to comply with the regulations of State of 
Emergency which is aimed at stemming any spread of 
the coronavirus.

“We are asking all persons who are involved with the 
Skills Training Empowerment Programme to abide 
by the new measures - there is a 24-hour restriction 
until Friday morning,” observed Mr Greene. “The ex-
pectation is that all persons associated with the STEP, 
whether office staff or in the field that they will stay 
at home, unless of course they are working for the 
essential services whether Police, Fire Services, or 
Customs.”

According to the Director, STEP participants assigned 
to the various offices and businesses must comply 
with the guidelines of State of Emergency. All partici-
pants who work in businesses that are non-essential 
and are not supposed to be open have strongly been 
advised not turn out to work and they should stay 

at home. This also applies to members of the STEP 
community enhancement groups.

“Given the new restrictions this week, what we did is 
we only have essential staff out to work,” noted Mr 
Greene. “We decided how many persons we want for 
example to process the payroll and to answer queries 
and to do other essential services around the office, 
and only those persons we have asked to come out to 
work.”

In preparation for the 24-hour curfew that was to come 
into effect on Tuesday March 31 at 7:00 pm, earlier in 
the day STEP had reduced the frontline staff, and field 
officers and persons on the field were asked not to 
come to the office. By midday the payroll for all the 
STEP persons had been processed to ensure that they 
would be paid by Friday April 3 on the lifting of the 
24-hour curfew.

Earlier on, STEP had taken measures at the office to 
help stop the spread of the coronavirus by installing 
a hand sanitizer at the entrance of the lobby where 
all persons coming to the office had to sanitise their 

hands before being allowed in. All staff members 
have access to sanitizers, wipes and gloves as they 
handle paperwork like time sheets and other items 
from the general public.

A District Medical Officer, Dr Bernicia Nisbett, was 
invited and she held a sensitisation session on corona-
virus with the STEP office and field staff on Thursday 
March 26.

“We want that STEP persons are informed,” said Mr 
Greene. “We want them to abide by the restrictions 
of the State of Emergency and we want everybody to 
stay free and safe from the coronavirus.”

Mr Greene further advised: “We want them to prac-
tise social distancing, we want them to be careful. 
We want them to continue practising good hygiene 
and hopefully at the end the day when the country 
has defeated the coronavirus I am hoping that no 
person who is on the Skills Training Empowerment 
Programme would have been affected.”

STEP staff and participants implored to abide by 

State of Emergency restrictions
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 BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts, April 01, 2020 
(Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister) 
– Citizens and residents 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
continue to express 
their appreciation to 

the Government for the 
frequency in which it 
avails itself to the public 
to address concerns and 
protocols put in place to 
ensure their continued 
safety during these trying 
times. 

 The Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, led by 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, has employed a 
number of avenues to 
keep  people informed 
as the Federation, like 

most countries across the 
world, attempt to flat-
ten the curve as with the 
spread of the COVID-19 
virus. 

 To date, Dr. Harris has 
made a number of official 
addresses to the nation 
in his capacity as prime 
minister. Additionally, 
the National Emergency 
Operations Center 
(NEOC) hosts daily 
media briefings at the 
National Emergency 
Management Agency 

(NEMA), and the 
National COVID-19 
Task Force continues 
to inform the nation via 
radio and television ap-
pearances and social me-
dia updates.

Furthermore, the 
Government is continu-
ing with its Leadership 
Matters virtual meeting 
series. During this forum, 
citizens and residents are 
given the opportunity 
to phone in and address 
their concerns directly to 
Government ministers, 
including Prime Minister 
Harris and Deputy Prime 
Minister, the Honourable 
Shawn Richards. 

 During the Tuesday 
(March 31) night live 
broadcast of Leadership 
Matters, a number of 
persons phoned into 
the show to commend 
the Government on its 
handling of the crisis 
and for keeping the na-
tion well informed with 
accurate and up to date 
information. 

 One caller said, “I want 
to thank you all for lead-
ing the country the way 
you all are doing it and I 

want to thank the prime 
minister for exhibiting 
good leadership in this 
time of crisis because 
this is a serious world-
wide crisis.”

 Another caller encour-
aged the members of the 
Team Unity Government 
“to be steadfast and un-
movable and to keep 
doing the work for this 
country because we are 
living in critical times 
and you all can only do 
what you can do.”

 Prime Minister Harris 
said that his Government 
has been sensitive to the 
problems that every citi-
zen and resident will now 

face with respect to the 
impact of COVID-19, 
noting, “That is why to 
date we have announced 
the largest stimulus 
package ever—the most 
comprehensive stimulus 
package ever that re-
sponds to the needs of the 
farmers, the fishers, the 
self-employed people, 
the taxi men, the vendors 
of fruits and vegetables 
where ever they are.”

 The honourable prime 
minister used last night’s 

virtual meeting to reiter-
ate his call for persons 
to respect the 24-hour 
lock-down that will run 
for three days to further 
protect citizens and resi-
dents from the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus, 
popularly known as the 
Novel Coronavirus.

 “All we are asking and 
pleading, let us for this 
moment stay at home 
as much as we can. We 
believe that what we are 
doing will help us to win 
this war against one of 
the most deadly pandem-
ics that we have experi-
enced for this century,” 
Prime Minister Harris 
said.

“All we are asking and pleading, let us for this 

moment stay at home as much as we can. We 

believe that what we are doing will help us to 

win this war ” Prime Minister Harris said.

Government ministers during the 
first airing of the virtual meeting 

forum, Leadership Matters. (L-R): 
the Honourable Ian Patches Li-

burd; Prime Minister Dr. the Hon-
ourable Timothy Harris; Deputy 
Prime Minister, the Honourable 

Shawn Richards.

ST. KITTS-NEVIS GOVERNMENT HAIlED FOR ITS 

STRONG lEADERSHIP AND OPEN COMMUNICATION 

DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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“Following those meetings, it was determined that this year’s 

examinations will be administered via the e-Testing modal-

ity (online and offline) in order to reduce the examinations 
administration processing time, thus shortening the turn-

around time for marking and releasing of examination  

results.”

By Loshaun Dixon

High School and College 
students preparing to sit 
regional exams will have 
to wait until July for the 
opportunity to take them.

The announcement came 
from the Caribbean 
Examinations Council 
(CXC) has proposed a 
revised examination strat-
egy for the administration 
of May/June 2020 ex-
aminations in light of the 
impact the COVID-19 

pandemic has had on the 
education sector.

CXC in a statement 
said while the proposed 
revised administration 
schedule for the May/
June 2020 examinations 
is July 2020, it will con-
tinue to be guided by na-
tional protocols across the 
region.  

The statement said that 
over the past two weeks, 
they have been monitor-
ing developments across 
the CARICOM region 
and working closely 
with representatives 
from the Ministries of 
Education and tertiary 
institutions to arrive at 

a regional consensus on 
how the exams should be 
administered. 

“Following those meet-
ings, it was determined 
that this year’s examina-
tions will be administered 
via the e-Testing modal-
ity (online and offline) 
in order to reduce the 
examinations adminis-
tration processing time, 
thus shortening the turn-
around time for marking 
and releasing of examina-
tion results.”

The Council said they 
decided on a modified ex-
amination process that in-
cludes the Administration 
of at least one common 
paper (Multiple Choice 
Assessments), School 
Based Assessments 
(SBAs) and Paper 032s 
(Alternative to SBA) for 
private candidates and 
award final grades based 
on the moderated SBAs 
and Multiple-Choice 
Papers.

“However, there are 
exceptions in Modern 
Languages (Spanish, 
French and Portuguese), 
Human and Social 
Biology and Visual Arts, 
where candidates will be 

required to complete ad-
ditional components,” the 
statement said.

The CXC said the revised 
examinations strategy 
will also provide an op-
portunity for the timely 
presentation of grades to 
facilitate matriculation to 
higher education or to ac-
cess employment. 

Further, it minimises dis-
ruption to the 2020/2021 
academic year.  Students 
and teachers are urged 

to make use of the CXC 
Learning Hub – an e-
Learning platform which 
provides learners and 
instructors with a single 
access point to multiple 
resources geared towards 
exam preparation. The e-
learning platform is avail-
able at: learninghub.cxc.
org.

The Council added that it 
will continue to monitor 
the emerging situation as 
it relates to the virus pan-
demic, but assured that its 
first priority is the health 
and well-being of all its 
stakeholders.

CXC announces  

changes  

to exams
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By Monique Washington 

The Flow Miss Caribbean Culture Queen Pageant 
2020 which was slated for August 3, has been can-
celled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The pageant which began in 2006, is the brainchild of 
businessman Randy Jeffers. The regional pageant is 
normally held in Nevis during the Culturama festival. 
The pageant promotes Caribbean culture and integra-
tion.  It simultaneously provides an opportunity for 
Caribbean people to enjoy a display of true Caribbean 
talent, artistry and beauty.

Countries such as Guyana, Bahamas, Barbados, St. 
Kitts, Anguilla, Dominica, St. Martin, the British 
Virgin Island and host Nevis are just some of the is-
lands that participate in the annual event.

The reigning queens; Miss Britney Smith and Miss 
Olivia Waters will reign until 2021.

 Originally, organizers planned to stage the event 
at the Nevis Performing Arts Center instead of the 
Nevis Cultural Complex, so that there would not be 

any delays in the show from rain and the theater of-
fers more comfortable seating. 

However, on March 30 the organizers announced the 

cancellation of this year’s pageant.

“This decision has not been easy, notwithstanding, 
our well-prepared itinerary and our excitement to 

welcome our fabulous delegate, we have to prioritize 
the health and safety of our contestants, performers, 
patrons and staff. 

“We’ve decided to join the worldwide effort to em-
ploy preventative measures to mitigate the escalating 
COVID-19 pandemic, simultaneously, raise aware-
ness to the importance/ of social distancing and not 
put others at risk.”

COVID-19 has also caused the cancellation of the 
Inter Primary Schools Championship (April 1), 
White Sands (June), Music Festival (June) amongst 
other events.

“The seriousness of this pandemic has a total global 
number of cases that has surpassed 500,000 and has 
been declared a public health emergency of interna-
tional concern by the world health organization……. 
the Miss Caribbean Culture Pageant organizing com-
mittee apologizes for the inconvenience caused to our 
Caribbean partner organization, sponsors service pro-
viders vendors and all stakeholders affected by our 
decisions,” the statement read. 

Flow Miss Caribbean Culture 

Queen Pageant

“This decision has not been 

easy, notwithstanding, our 

well-prepared itinerary and 

our excitement to welcome our 

fabulous delegate, we have to 

prioritize the health and safety 

of our contestants, performers, 

patrons and staff. 
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CWI President 

calls for team 

spirit in 

COVID19 fight
By Loshaun Dixon 

President of Cricket 
West Indies (CWI) Ricky 
Skerritt has called for 
a teaming up to fight 
against COVID 19. 

In a letter to Cricket 
Lovers and Members of 
the West Indies Family 
Skerritt said now cricket 
fans are facing a new re-
ality with no cricket.

“All around the world 
we are in a new battle to 
prevent the spread of the 
deadly COVID-19 virus. 
As such, we all now need 
to join the same team as 
we unite in this global 
battle with each other, for 
each other. 

“We must now couple 
our passion for cricket 
with our love for the 
health and safety of our 
family, friends, commu-
nity, and ourselves.”

He said as lovers of crick-
et, there is nothing fans 
enjoy more than getting 
outdoors and watching 
a great game; “witness-
ing an enthralling battle 
between bat and ball 
and seeing our favourite 
players and teams rise 
to glory as we join each 
other in celebration. And 
if we cannot be there in 

person, we find every 
possible way to see or 
hear the broadcast.”

He asked cricket fans to 
turn their support towards 
the men and women on 
the front lines fighting 
the deadly disease.

“As cricket fans, you 
have supported our West 
Indies players throughout 
the years, and now we 
ask you to offer your full 
support to members of 
our essential services and 
first responders. These 
valiant men and women 
have worked tirelessly 
in the face of very trying 
circumstances and great 
challenges.

“We have heard the sto-
ries of their heroic deeds, 
and watched as they stand 
on the medical front line 
to save lives and comfort 
the sick. They deserve 
the highest praise, respect 
and commendation.”

The CWI head also 
implored players to re-
main ready to play when 
cricket matches can once 
again be held. “To our 
players, who represent 
us so proudly on the field 
of play, I remind you that 
you are the true custodi-
ans of the game. Please 
do your best to be fit, 

healthy, and ready when 
you get the green light to 
return to play.

“I strongly believe that 
in the midst of the un-
precedented stressful 
challenges that we are 
now facing, we can find 
opportunities to fine-tune 
and refocus our own at-
titudes towards cricket, 
our livelihoods, our rela-
tionships, and our lives.”

He further urged fans to 
play their role in helping 
to return the region and 
the world to normalcy.

“I pray that we will all 
stay safe and secure and 
I ask that you follow the 
rules and regulations 
as issued by your local 
health authorities and 
law enforcement person-
nel. Play your part for the 
team and be good role 
models for your commu-
nities. But before then, 
we must all play our role 
in being wise and pru-
dent as we look after our 
loved ones and those in 
need.

“The great game of crick-
et will certainly make a 
comeback – when that 
day will be, we cannot 
say – but now is the time 
for us all to unite in this 
COVID-19 fight.”
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT   

INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of 

Charles E. Mills Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to 

the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Blockwork partitions

• Roofing retro-fitting

• Steel framed glazed casement windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Steel grille gates and flush doors

• Timber panelled doors 

• Floor surface hardener

• Screeded beds 

• Porcelain tile paving

• Painting

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Notice/display boards

• Drawing tables

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Gas installation

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in progress 
or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least  US$300,000 (three hundred thousand United 

States dollars) ;  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of  US$200,000 (two hundred thou-

sand United States dollars ); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  

Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Sandy Point High School, St. Kitts”, 

along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding Documents 

are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Charles E. Mills 

Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 

04:00pm on April 6th, 2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in 

the presence of bidder’s representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must 
be simultaneously submitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 24th March 

2020, at the Sandy Point High School, St. Kitts at 9:30 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106 /1483
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TO THE TOP OF THE WORlD. AND BACK. 
TRAVEl by Eric Mackenzie lamb

For those of us from the 
Caribbean, it’s nothing 
new to hear visitors en-
thusiastically tell us how 
lucky we are to live in an 
island paradise. (Often, 
there’s even a hint of 
downright envy). And, 
of course, we inevitably 
react with a smile. After 
all, we remind ourselves, 
what better way to help 
sustain our vital tourism 
industry than by word of 
mouth? 

Now, imagine hearing 
those same comments 
while visiting an archi-
pelago so totally different 
from our own surround-
ings that It might as well 
be on the far side of the 
moon. Or even Mars.

Where on earth could 
this be?  The answer: 
Somerset Island, in the 
Canadian High Arctic.

While Nevis lies only 
a little over a thousand 
nautical miles from 
the Equator, Somerset 
Island (also known as 
Kuuganajuk in the local 
Inuit language) is situ-
ated at almost exactly the 
same distance from the 
North Pole. And both are 
blessed with the stunning 
beauty of nature, each in 
a different way.

The launching pad for my 
own visit to the middle of 
nowhere began from the 
city of Yellowknife in 
the Canadian Northwest 
Territories, aboard an 
ATR-72 charter flight 
operated by Summit 
Airlines on behalf of 

Quark Expeditions, a 
tour company specializ-
ing in polar expeditions.  
In a little less than an 
hour, we had crossed the 
Arctic Circle, then con-
tinued straight North for 
another two and a half 
hours. 

Gazing through the win-
dow, I soon realized that 
not a single tree could be 
seen, only a vast expanse 
of tundra, small lakes, 
and the occasional river. 
Even from this height, 
the colours were breath-
taking. It was, after all, 
the last week in July, the 
height of the Arctic sum-
mer, when the region’s 
vegetation, especially 
moss and lichens, scram-
bled frantically to bloom 
and propagate before 
the inevitable return of a 
seemingly never ending 
darkness.

Even for me, being a pi-
lot myself, landing at our 
destination was one of 
the most amazing aero-
nautical feats I’d ever 
experienced. First of all, 
there was no runway per 
se, only a strip of mixed 
dirt and gravel within 
a narrow winding val-
ley. Gusts of wind liter-
ally shook the aircraft 
like a child’s toy as we 
made our final approach 
swerving low over the 
tundra. Definitely not for 
the faint of heart, I told 
myself.

And then, after a deafen-
ing roar from the reverse 
thrust of the propellers, it 
was done. We were safely 

back on the ground. We 
had arrived!

But our own arrival at 
the Arctic Lodge, which 

would serve as our home 
for the next eleven days,  
was still a short adven-
ture away. After a warm 
welcome at the bottom of 
the aircraft’s stairs by the 
lodge’s owners, Richard 
Weber and his wife Josee 
(more about them later) 
we were taken across  a 
river in a rubber dingy, 
then driven by ATV up 
a dirt trail into the hills. 
Our luggage followed 
us in another (and rather 
unusual) type of vehicle.

About twenty minutes 
later, our convoy came 
to a stop in front of a 
row of canvas tents, each 
about the size of a con-
ventional log cabin and 
with a room number at 
its entrance. This was 
the Arctic Lodge’s own 
version of a luxury hotel, 
complete with walrus 
tusks.

And, as we soon discov-
ered, no detail had been 
overlooked to make our 
stay as comfortable as 
possible. Aside from the 

tent’s double insulation, a 
solar powered heater, its 
own toilet, and a surpris-
ingly warm and comfort-

able bed, it was less than 
a minute’s walk to the 
main tent which would 
serve as a social gather-
ing place, lecture room, 
and dining hall with its 
own kitchen, all under 
one roof. Thanks to a sat-
ellite system, we could 
even access the Internet. 

We were also given a 
somewhat poignant mes-
sage during the staff’s 
welcoming speech. 
Important. Please do 

not go hiking by your-
selves beyond the tent 
area, whether by night 
or day. And look care-
fully through the viewing 
screen before you unzip 
the front flap of your tent. 
Polar bears can be very 
inquisitive. 

No need to add the word 
hungry. The message 
was clear. After a brief 
moment of silence, con-
versations resumed with 
gusto and beer glasses 
started to clink again. 
In any case, I thought 
to myself, most of these 
guests were already well 
seasoned travelers to re-
mote parts of the world. 
Otherwise, why would 
they even be here instead 
of on a cruise ship in the 
Caribbean?

Over the following days, 
we made numerous ex-
cursions, including the 
sighting of beluga whales 
and musk oxen. Even a 
polar bear (from a safe 
distance).  Most of our 
guided outings were by 
ATV (all terrain vehicles) 
which, for most of us, 
required a considerable 
effort in order to learn 

how to drive the ma-
chines without jerking or 
skidding, especially if we 
braked too hard. But it 
didn’t take long. And the 
unforgettable scenery we 
saw along the way was 
well worth the effort.

No less fascinating was 
when I began to learn 
the story of how Arctic 
Lodge first came into be-
ing, and what inspired it. 

Against all odds, Richard 
Weber, along with his 
wife Josee Auclair and 
their two sons, Tessum 
and Nansen, chose to 
pursue their dream to 
create one of the world’s 
most unusual and remote 
tourist destinations. After 
numerous challenges, es-

pecially those involving 
transportation of basic 
building materials and 

other items to the mid-
dle of nowhere, Arctic 
Watch Lodge  was fi-
nally completed in 1995 
and opened for business 
shortly thereafter. The 

Courtesy of Wikipedia 

continued on page 31
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

 INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of 

Verchilds High School, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Steel framed glazed casement windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Timber panelled doors 

• Steel flush doors

• Floor surface hardener

• Screeded beds

• Ceramic wall tiling

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceiling

• Painting

• Kitchen cupboards

• Vanity units

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Bedroom closets

• Notice/display boards

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Ceiling fans

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in prog-

ress or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$200,000.00 (two hundred thousand 

United States dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of  US$150,000.00 (one hundred and 
fifty thousand United States dollars); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  

Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Verchilds High School TVET Labs, 

St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding 

Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Verchilds High School 

TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm on April 6th, 

2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the presence of bidder’s 

representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be simultaneously sub-

mitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 24th March 2020, at the Verchilds 

High School, St. Kitts at 11:30 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106 
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •     MINISTRY OF EDUCATION  
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT    

INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) towards the cost of the 

TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of this financing to 
eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made only at the request of GOSKN and 

upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the terms and conditions of the Financing 

Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal from the financing account for the purpose of 
any payment to persons or entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge 

of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the 

Charter of the United Nations.  No party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing 

Agreement or have any claim to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry of 

Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with delivering 

the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will assist in tender 

administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of Washington 

Archibald High School, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Blockwork partitions

• Drywall partitions

• Roof retro-fitting

• Aluminium framed louvred windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Timber flush/panelled doors

• Steel flush doors

• Floor surface hardener

• Screeded beds

• Porcelain floor tiling

• Ceramic wall tiling

• Plastering

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceilings

• Painting

• Kitchen cupboards

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Gas installation 

• Ceiling fans

Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated or other-
wise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or resi-
dents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these requirements; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally and 

financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and otherwise meets 
the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing their 
eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and qualification 
information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms inserted in the Bid 

Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not demonstrate the prospec-

tive contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will not be considered for further 

evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in progress or 
completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$300,000.00, (three hundred thousand United States 

dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of US$200,000.00 (two hundred thousand 
United States dollars); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments of a 

nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three (3) years (to 

comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  

Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Washington Archibald High School TVET 

Labs, St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding 

Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Washington Archibald High 

School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm on April 6th, 

2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the presence of bidder’s 

representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be simultaneously submitted 
to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 23rd March 2020, at the Washington Archibald 

High School, St. Kitts at 9:30 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to accept 

or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of contract, without 

thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obligation to inform the affected 

prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET Enhancement Project, action. The 

Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs incurred by any bidder in the preparation of 

bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1878/1106
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •    MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

 INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of 

Saddlers Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the 

following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Mesh screens 

• Aluminium framed louvred windows 

• Door locks

• Porcelain tile paving 

• Screeded beds 

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceilings 

• Painting 

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Kitchen cupboards

• Vanity units

• Teaching platform

• Food preparation counters

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in prog-

ress or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$200,000.00 (two hundred thousand 

United States dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of  US$150,000.00 (one hundred  and 
fifty thousand United States dollars); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the first address below, at no charge.  
Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Saddlers Secondary School TVET 

Labs, St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which 

Bidding Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Saddlers Secondary 

School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm on 

April 6th, 2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the presence 

of bidder’s representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be simultane-

ously submitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 23rd March 2020, at the 

Saddlers Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts at 1:30 pm.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   

  Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106/1878
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

 INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of Cayon 

High School TVET Labs, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Drywall partitions

• Steel balustrading

• Concrete lintols and wall stiffeners

• Aluminium framed louvred windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Floor surface hardener

• Ceramic floor and wall tiling

• Screeded beds

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceiling

• Painting

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Work stations

• Pantry cupboards

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Gas installation 

• Ceiling fans

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in progress 
or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$200,000 (two hundred thousand United 

States dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of US$200,000 (two hundred thou-

sand United States dollars; and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  

Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Cayon High School TVET Labs, 

St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding 

Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Washington Archibald 

High School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm 

on April 6th, 2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the 

presence of bidder’s representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be 
simultaneously submitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 23rd March 

2020, at the Cayon High School, St. Kitts at 11:00 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106/1878
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No testing ability 

of Nevis for  

Covid19…yet

By Monique Washington 

The head of the Nevis 
Division Police force  
Superintendent of Police 
Lyndon David has 
warned the Nevis resi-
dents to stay home during 
the 24- hour lock down 
or they will be arrested.

During a virtual Press 
Conference for the Covid 
19 Task Force on Nevis, 
David said that people 
have been arrested for 
not adhering to the 24-
lock down.

“People  have been ar-
rested for breaking 
curfew. There was one 
person who was sent 
back home. We are still 
seeing persons who are 
wandering  in the streets 
and are still giving ex-
cuses that we summed up 
to be irrelevant regarding 
the circumstances that 
we are currently facing,” 
he said.

David  said so far there 
have been 13 people who 
ventured out in public 
who satisfied  the police 

they had good reason to 
be out.

“They had to take some-
one to the hospital, they 

were coming back or 
they went to visit a fam-
ily member at the hospi-
tal,” he said.

He noted that the police 
are constantly conduct-
ing patrols through the 
island.

“We are encouraging 
persons to adhere to the 
curfew. It is a 24 hour 
lock down...Yes you can 
stay in your yard howev-
er you can’t invite friends 

to have a party. We want 
you to practice social dis-
tancing,” he said.

David said the only peo-
ple who should be on the 
road are only the essen-
tial works and those with 
special allowance. 

“Under the time which 
we are under the State of 
Emergency  allow the se-
curity forces, the medical 
staff and all the essential 
workers to do their bit  so 
we could stay safer.”

Head of Police
Stay home or you will be arrested 

By Monique Washington 

The head of the Nevis 
COVID-19 Task Force, 
Dr. Judy Nisbett, re-
vealed there is no testing 
ability available in Nevis 
as yet. This revelation 
came after the disclo-
sure that one of the eight 
Federation virus cases 
was a 51-year-old Nevis 
woman.

Speaking at a press brief-
ing Thursday the mem-
bers of the panel were 
questioned as to the test-
ing ability available in 
Nevis.

“On Nevis we don’t 
actually have the abil-
ity to do the testing here. 

However, we do have the 
facility available to us on 
St. Kitts. The department 
lab that does testing. We 
also have available to 
us the Caribbean Public 
Health Agency lab that 
does testing as well,” she 
said.

But, Dr Nisbett said the 
NIA will soon have the 
testing facility.

Currently there are 34 
individuals that are 
quarantined at a govern-
ment facility, while 314 
persons are quarantined 
at home and 91 persons 
have been released from 
quarantine with eight 
persons testing positive 
for the virus. 

The Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris noted 
that the number of posi-
tive test results is likely 
to rise, which would be 
in keeping with global 
trends.

The Prime Minister has 
issued a second 24-hour 
curfew that will come 
into effect on Saturday (4 
March) at 7 pm and end 
on April 8 at 6 am.

“We are in the process of 
acquiring the means of 
testing on Nevis. We are 
in that stage of getting 
the necessary equipment 
to start testing to Nevis, 
she said.

“People  have been 

arrested for break-

ing curfew. There 

was one person who 

was sent back home.
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the story of how Arctic 
Lodge first came into be-
ing, and what inspired it. 

Against all odds, Richard 
Weber, along with his 
wife Josee Auclair and 
their two sons, Tessum 
and Nansen, chose to 
pursue their dream to 
create one of the world’s 
most unusual and remote 
tourist destinations. After 
numerous challenges, es-
pecially those involving 
transportation of basic 
building materials and 
other items to the mid-
dle of nowhere, Arctic 
Watch Lodge  was fi-

nally completed in 1995 
and opened for business 
shortly thereafter. The 
Weber family has run it 
ever since.

But there’s much more to 
this story. From an early 

age, it seems that Richard 
was fascinated by snow. 
He began learning to ski 
at just age 2, joined the 
Canadian Cross Country 
Ski Team in 1977, retired 
with 20 national titles, 
and represented Canada 
in four world champion-
ships. A mechanical en-
gineer by training, he was 
undoubtedly influenced 
by his father, a geophysi-
cist and glaciologist.

But Richard Weber’s 
most daring adventure 
(and there were many), 

and for which he became 
world famous, began 
in the winter of 1995, 
when he and Mikhail 
Malakhov, a fellow ski-
ing enthusiast from 
Russia, accomplished the 
first ever unassisted ski 

trek from Canada to the 
geographic North Pole 
and back. With each man 
physically pulling a sled 
loaded with  vital surviv-
al rations, their round trip 
took 107 days and cov-
ered a distance of 1500 
kilometers while, for 
much of the time, they 
had to endure almost to-
tal darkness and tempera-
tures as low as  minus 60 
degrees Centigrade. 

And that wasn’t their 
only challenge. On their 
return trip, with summer 
just around the corner, 
it had now literally be-
come a race against time. 
During their frantic rush 
to get back to Ward Hunt 

Island before the drift ice 
began its breakup, they 
slept for only twenty 
hours over eight days. 
Even then, their attempts 

to make it back to solid 
land  sometimes came 
only a knife’s edge away 
from disaster and almost 
certain death.

But in the end, they did 
it. And yet another amaz-
ing chapter in Arctic his-
tory had been written for 
posterity.

As for myself, my visit to 
the Canadian High Arctic 
will forever remain a 
memorable experience. 

But now it’s time to board 
my return flight while the 
weather permits (one can 
never know when things 
might suddenly change 
at these high latitudes) 
and get back to that other 

island. 

Yes, you guessed right. 
The one with the coconut 
palms.

For further information 
about the Arctic Lodge, 
go to: mail@weberarctic.
com

TO THE TOP OF THE WORlD. AND BACK. 
TRAVEl by Eric Mackenzie lamb

continued from page 25

Josee and Richard Weber

 Richard Weber
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