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By Monique Washington

The Caribbean 
Foundation for Children 
is continuing to strive to 
building stronger com-
munities, stronger islands, 
and a stronger world by 
assisting children and 
families in many ways.

The foundation is the 
brainchild of Jonathan 
Henville and was found-
ed in 2002. Michael 
Henville currently serves 
as President of the foun-
dation and Jahreem 
Encarnacion serves as 
Vice President.

Speaking with the 
Observer, Michael 
Henville said the foun-
dation champions for all 
causes related to children, 
with a specific emphasis 
on health, medicine, edu-
cation, and community.

“My brother really just 
wanted to help others in 
need, specifically chil-
dren. So, if there are 
children that needed help 
with school supplies or a 
hot meal from the School 
Meals Programme, we 
would sponsor children, 
helping families with sick 
children bring their child 
to America for medical 
attention. We would pur-
chase school supplies; we 
would get scholarships 
for students to help them 

purchase uniforms. It’s 
just a huge community 
outreach,” he said.

Henville pointed out that 
the foundation has ex-
panded and has assisted 
families with different 
needs.

“We even move into help-
ing the parents and differ-
ent families. Anything 
from basic home needs, 
basic home repairs, to 
groceries for families that 
just can’t afford it. We are 
continuing that today in 
2020, with a whole lot of 
different outreaches,” he 
said.

The foundation was also 
able to collaborate with 
the Starkey Hearing 
Foundation in providing 
hearing aids for many 
persons in the federation.

 “We worked with differ-
ent entities like the Starkey 
Foundation which is out 
of Minnesota, USA, and 
are giving out free hear-
ing aids to hundreds of 
recipients in St. Kitts and 
Nevis,” Henville said.

Encarnacion added that 
the collaborative effort be-
tween them and Starkey 
is now in the hands of the 
Ministry of Health since 
2016, but now is “a global 
effort that started here in 
Nevis”. 

“The ripple effect started 
right here in Nevis and 
now the programme ex-
pands globally. It is some-
thing to be proud about, 
not only for the founda-
tion but also for the fed-
eration,” he said. 

Encarnacion noted that 
the foundation has also 
done works in 2019 
with the Sports Summit, 
and resources were also 
donated. 

He said that they are 
currently planning pro-
grammes that will pro-
vide sustainability on the 
islands. 

“We are going to be mak-
ing the island more sus-
tainable and try to create 
more employment mov-
ing forward for locals, so 
that we are not as co-de-
pendent on tourism. That 
is our goal, to focus on the 
younger generation mov-
ing forward,” he said.

Henville said that cur-
rently the total out-
reach has reached about 
US$800,000 in assis-
tance, supporting persons 
from St. Kitts and Nevis in 
Antigua, St Lucia, United 
States Virgin Islands, 
and assistance placing 

teachers in the US. 

Henville noted that if a 
person wishes to con-
tribute to the foundation, 

they can call him, send 
an email, or anyone shop-
ping on Amazon can go 
to smile.amazon.com 
and choose the Caribbean 

Foundation for Children 
and support. Every 10 
cents of their purchase 
will go towards the 
foundation.

CFC strives 
to building 

stronger  
communities 
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Minister of Transport Lindsay Grant giving an update on the project

By Loshaun Dixon

The $60.7M project 
to upgrade the airport 
is continuing, with the 
Ministry of Transport and 
the St. Christopher Air 
and Sea Ports Authority 
(SCASPA) updating the 
progress that has been 
made thus far, and indi-
cating it will be complet-
ed by October.

Minister of Transport and 
Tourism, Lindsay Grant, 
told reporters that phase 
two of the project - the 
resurfacing of Taxiway 
Alpha with concrete and 
drainage, and the resur-
facing and reinforcement 
of the apron to upgrade 
the airport’s superstruc-
ture - was recently com-
pleted at a cost of $23.3M.

Grant said that during the 
construction phase, the 
contractor, Contec Dt, 
found that the foundation 
sub-base was unstable, 
and drainage had to be 
done. 

“To address this, the con-
tractors dug the founda-
tion and, in some areas, up 
to 11 feet had to be dug, 
and refilled, and put with 
the appropriate material to 

stabilize Taxiway Alpha.”

He said phase two was ex-
tended to include the con-
nection of Taxiway Alpha 
and Taxiway Bravo to 
the apron, in readiness 
for the airport reopening 
for commercial flights in 
October. He noted, how-
ever, that phase three will 
be delayed.

“This work is expected 
to be completed in two 
months at a cost of 
$15M. The resurfac-
ing of the apron will be 
done in phase three at a 
later date.”

Grant also broke down 
the cost factor that was as-
sociated with the project 
and how it was financed.
“It is important to note 
that the cost of Phase 
One and Phase Two of 
the Airport Infrastructure 
Rehabilitation Project 
is $60.7 million. Of 
that amount, $24.5 mil-
lion was financed by 
SCASPA, using their 
internal funds, and the 
remaining $36.2 million 
was financed by loan 
funding.

Grant also noted that 

the airport will undergo 
other work on the build-
ing to make the physical 
structure ready and up 
to standards to welcome 
passengers and follow 
COVID-19 protocols 
when the borders reopen.

Consulting Engineer 
Errol Douglas told report-
ers that the base of the 
taxiway had to be redone 
in order to take the de-
sign weight of these new 
aircraft. 

“What Contec Dt has 
been doing there has been 
a bit of geotechnical test-
ing and pavement reflec-
tion testing, using modern 
techniques, to ensure that 
the taxiway can meet 
the specifications for the 
FAA.”

He said the new upgrades 
will last a minimum of 25 
years, but can last up to 40 
years.

Phase one of the project 
was completed earlier 
this year, and included the 
resurfacing of runways 
B and C, and solar lights 
being installed on the run-
way and on all taxiways.

$60.7M  airport  project  to  be 
completed  by  October
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The new norm: tourism revised

EDitOrial

eDITORIAL

The TUG made three separate announcements within the recent past.   

These announcements, taken individually may not seem momentous, but 

taken together, show the depth of thinking and the quality of the leadership 

of the administration. 

The announcements were the intention to foster stronger deeper ties with 

the Arab world via the United Arab Emirates (UAE); the offer of safe har-

bor to two cruise ships and the intention to re-open our borders in October.

It is generally accepted that tourism is a main pillar of our economy and 

will remain so even if - and when - we diversify.  The cruise aspect of our 

tourism industry has grown to the extent that St Kitts welcomed its mil-

lionth cruise passenger in 2018/19, and has been habitually berthing 6 ships 

at a time.  This is a response to good marine and landside facilities, and our 

fueling services. In fact, for these and other reasons, St Kitts has emerged 

as a major port in the Caribbean cruise industry although it has one limiting 

factor: it is not an embarkation port for cruise passengers. 

The Provision of safe harbor to these two vessels, with a combined passen-

ger load of almost 5,000 and 1,500+ staff, could and must be leveraged to 

gain embarkation status.  That would auger well for our tourism product.

Our major Tourism market is the USA, but when our borders re-open in 

October, we will be keeping a watchful eye on the Americans.  The Min-

ister of Tourism, quoted in last week’s edition of this newspaper, indicated 

that “we are not proposing to have commercial flights come out of Miami 
come October”.  Rather, Canada, Europe and other markets are the new 

target market, and not the USA. This makes sense, given the prevailing 

conditions in the USA.  

In recent years, the UAE has shown phenomenal growth in its GDP and 

is now one of the world’s richest countries, with a GDP way higher than 

most OECD countries.  It has a population of almost 10M although less 

than 15% are Emirate nationals. Put another way, its citizens are rich and 

have disposable incomes. Their culture is divergent and includes interests 

in cricket, football and racing; three things in common with our Federation.  

To strengthen our relationship with them is clearly a win-win situation for 

everyone.  We want them as tourists.

While we will miss our American friends, we look forward to welcoming 

all, and especially our new friends from the UAE to a re-invented post-

covid tourism product; a product that lists St Kitts as a cruise embarkation 

point.
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Brantley   
welcomes  

“new blood” 
 as CCM 
elects  

executive By Monique Washington

A new executive was 
elected for the Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
(CCM) this past week, 
and leader of the party 
Mark Brantley welcomed 
the infusion of new blood 
into the Party, urging them 
to embrace the future with 
confidence.
On Sunday, the party 
hosted their bi-annu-
al Convention at the 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Centre, under the theme 
“Strengthening the 
Legacy, Embracing our 
Future Leaders”.

The new Chairman 
of the CCM is Uthant 
Troy Liburd, Deputy 
Chairman Latoya 
Jones, Public Relations 
Officer Micahail Herbert 
Manners, Treasurer Oscar 
Walters, Secretary Lorna 
Hunkins, and Youth Arm 
President and Executive 
Committee representative 
Jermaine Arthurton.

Brantley boasted that the 
CCM is stronger than most 
parties in the Federation, 
and welcomed the “new 
blood”.

“There is no Party like 
ours! None as vibrant! 

None as strong! None 
as successful! None as 
blessed! Let us therefore 
leave this place today with 
a renewed commitment to 
our beloved CCM Party. I 
urge you to stay vigilant. 
Stay ready. Arm your-
selves with the breastplate 
of righteousness and con-
tinue to stand guard on the 
ramparts of our beloved 
Nevis, CCM Party, and 
the rich legacy that we 
have inherited and are 
even now seeking to build 
upon.

“I welcome the infusion of 
new blood into our Party 
and invite us all to em-
brace the future with con-
fidence. Leadership within 
our Party is, and will be, 
continually strengthened. 
We embrace our future 
leaders and pledge with 
the grace of God to con-
tinue the process of re-
newal and growth within 
our CCM Party,” he said.

As Brantley urged all to 
embrace the future lead-
ers, he assured that shortly 
there will be more women 
and more youth emerging 
in leadership roles.

“ I ask for your support 
as we reform and rebuild 
our Party to give life to 
our commitment of more 

involvement for women 
and youth in leadership 
not only in our Party, but 
in our country. As leader, I 
fully accept that my role is 
transient, that the leader-
ship is not my birthright, 
but a privilege bestowed 
on me by this Party. As 
such, I must seek to intro-
duce new leaders to our 
Party, bringing in more 
women, more youth, 
more persons who were 
hitherto uninterested, 
undecided and even op-
posed. Our position must 
be that we welcome all 
who share our ideals and 
commitment to the people 
of Nevis and the wider 
Federation,” he said.

Brantley said that they 
must welcome others to 
the CCM, who will add 
energy and innovation to 
the Party.

“We must recognize and 
accept that the stage is 
ours only for a time, and 
that there must be others 
who will come after us 
if the Party is to survive 
and prosper. Our job is to 
nurture, develop, and en-
courage those who have 
stepped forward to serve 
this Party and the people 
of our country.”
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this week, teachers, 
principals, security 

guards and cleaners  
attended training  

sessions on school  
reopening guidelines 

LOCAL NewS

Sanitization of  schools  
                   increased   

                               as opening  
                                        approaches

Schools being sanitized 

By Monique Washington

The Ministry of Education 
on Nevis is currently 
ensuring that all public 
schools are satisfactorily 
cleaned and sanitized, as 
they prepare to teach in 
an era of COVID-19.

Schools in St. Kitts and 

Nevis are set to reopen 
September 9 and the two 
public high schools, sev-
en public primary schools 
and public pre-schools on 
Nevis are being cleaned 
during the last days of the 
summer holidays, ahead 
of the new school term. 

Permanent Secretary in 
the Federal Ministry of 
Education, Mr. William 

Vincent Hodge, revealed 
that schools are expected 
to reopen on Monday, 
September 7, with a virtu-
al opening ceremony. The 
dates of September 7 and 
8 are reserved for teach-
ers to convene their vari-
ous meetings in schools. 
Then on Wednesday, 
September 9, students 

will return to classes

Junior Minister of 
Education in Nevis, Troy 
Liburd, said that one of 
the things the ministry 
decided to do is to have a 
full and total cleaning of 
all the schools, in prepa-
ration for the reopening 
in September. All schools 
in the Federation closed 
weeks before the end of 

the second term.

“It is not business as 
usual. It is not a common 
time. So, we have to en-
sure that all of our schools 
are being professionally 
sanitized. Schools are go-
ing to be power-washed 
and steam-cleaned. We 
have brought in profes-
sional cleaning services. 

“There are a lot of person-
nel that are involved, so 
they will be doing a full 
cleaning. So, come that 
September morning, we 
are expecting our students 
to be in the best possible 
environment,” he said.

This week, teachers, prin-
cipals, security guards 
and cleaners attended 
training sessions on 
school reopening guide-
lines that will apply to the 
day to day activities of the 
students

“Safety, health and the 
well-being of our students 
and our teachers are para-
mount to the Ministry of 
Education, and the gov-
ernment as a whole is tak-
ing that very seriously,” 
Minister Liburd said. 
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testing after quarantine still  
important – task Force Chair

LOCAL NewS

Chair of the Nevis COVID-19 Task Force, Dr Judy Nisbett

By Monique Washington

COVID-19 testing before 
returning citizens can 
be granted access to the 
federation is an added 
safety measure, accord-
ing to Chair of the Nevis 
COVID-19 Task Force, 
Dr Judy Nisbett.

On Monday during 
the Nevis Emergency 
Operation Centre 

(NEOC) weekly press 
conference, the Observer 
questioned Dr. Nisbett 
on testing for arriving 
citizens, before and after 
entry.

She explained why per-
sons who were tested 
three days before arriv-
ing will still be placed 
in quarantine and tested 

after 14 days.

“When you take a 
COVID-19 test, it tells 
you the person’s status at 
that point in time when 
that test is taken. As you 
can appreciate, there will 
be some time that would 
have elapsed from when 
they took the test to when 
they travel. Persons can 
be affected during that 
time… after they take 

the test and even during 
travel,” she said.

On Nevis, four persons 
previously tested positive 
for COVID-19 but have 
recovered. The island has 
not had a positive test in 
more than four months. 
326 persons have been 
released from quarantine. 
Currently there are 23 

persons currently in quar-
antine in a Government 
facility, with 10 test re-
sults pending.

Dr. Nisbett noted that the 
importance of quarantin-
ing is to monitor them in 
case they were exposed to 
the virus.

 “So it is important then, 
to quarantine persons 
and to monitor them for 
symptoms, and still take 
the test at the end of the 
two-week quarantine, in 
the event that they were 
affected after taking the 
first test or during the 
flight, or if they were in 
the window period when 
they were tested in the 
first instance before they 
boarded the flight,” she 
said.

She also pointed out that 
persons can be asthmatic, 
go through the quarantine 
period without symp-
toms, but still test positive 
at the end of the quaran-
tine period.

“This is why it is still 
important to test persons 
at the end of the quaran-
tine,” she said. 

“this is why it is still  
important to test  

persons at the end  
of the quarantine,” 
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Sports Minister Jonel Powell handing over the donated 
shoes to SKCA President Dennis Phillip 

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts Cricket 
Association (SKCA) re-
cently benefitted from 
a donation by the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Patriots, 
who handed over new 
pairs of shoes for young 
cricketers.

The presentation took 

place last Friday, with 
the Patriots promising 
more collaboration with 
the SKCA, and also, to 
construct a sporting cen-
tre of excellence to help 
develop young cricketers 
in St. Kitts and Nevis.

President of the SKCA, 
Dennis Phillip, said this 
was the first time in five 
years they were able to 
foster a relationship of 
this nature with the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Patriots 
and the owners.

“I am particularly excited 
about transferring into 

somewhat of an academy 
here. I think it is a great 
thing for the SKCA and 
cricket in general in St. 
Kitts.

He was grateful for the 
donation and noted that 
the shoes would go to-
ward assisting young 
cricketers.

“I want to say thanks to 
the Patriots for this small 
donation. It is small but 
timely, because a lot of 
our youths are without 
gears, and based on dis-
cussions that I have had 
with them (Patriots), they 
are willing to help with 
other goods so that the 
SKCA may be able to 
start a sports shop, so that 
youngsters can get gears 
at reasonable prices.” 

He also hailed the 
Ministry of Sports for the 
support they provided.

“Without the Ministry of 

Sports and the govern-
ment, all of this would 
not be possible. I trust that 
with your deliberations 
something more positive 
will happen than we had 
before.”

Minister of Sport, Jonel 
Powell, welcomed the 
kind donation and was 
pleased to hear that there 

is a newfound relationship 
between the Patriots and 
the cricket association.

“You have the full sup-
port of the Ministry and 
hopefully the three can 
come together and de-
velop cricket amongst the 
youngsters so we have 
proper players; so we can 
have locals selected on 
merit and not sentiment

.”

Powell then presented the 
new shoes to Phillip on 
behalf of the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Patriots.

SKN Patriots donate shoes to Cricket 
association, promise more 

“i am particularly excited about transferring into somewhat 
of an academy here. i think it is a great thing for the SKCa 

and cricket in general in St. Kitts.
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Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis Dr. Timothy Harris 

LOCAL NewS

PM urges local first,  
import second

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Timothy Harris has urged 
all to focus more on local 
goods and foods, improve 
foreign exchange earn-
ings, and make an effort 
to reduce the Federation’s 
import bill.

Speaking on his weekly 
programme ‘Leadership 
Matters’ Dr. Harris said 
that each of the major 
GDP indicators are mov-
ing in the right direction, 
with the single exception 
of imports. 

“As we look to the future, 
we will increase the con-
tribution of agriculture to 
food security, foreign ex-
change earnings, employ-
ment and growth.  The 
significant investments 
in agriculture and fisher-
ies since March 2020 will 
bear fruit in the short and 
medium terms.  We have 
supplied over $5 million 
of inputs to farmers and 
fishers to increase their 
outputs.”

Dr. Harris said an esti-
mated EC$1.5 billion is 
leaving the country for 
purchasing goods and 
services abroad. 

 “I commend the 

Buy Local Campaign 
launched recently by the 
Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce.  Let us buy 
local food, masks, wine, 
rum, beer, etc., in prefer-
ence to imports. 

He acknowledged that 
they do not have much 
control over imports of 
manufactured products, 
but do have control over 
imports of food products, 
which account for ap-
proximately 30% of all 
imports.

“To the extent that St. 
Kitts and Nevis can in-
crease its production of 
domestic food products 
while reducing its imports 
of food products, the total 
Gross Domestic Product 
will increase, and with 
it, the Nation’s per capita 
GDP.  Our Independence 
journey is about our tak-
ing control of our health, 
our lives and our des-
tiny. By supporting local 
businesses, we reinforce 
our commitment to our 
Country.”

The prime minister said 
St. Kitts and Nevis is at 
the take-off stage of eco-
nomic development.  

“Notwithstanding, there 
are a number of steps that 
must be taken if we are 

to arrive at that glorious 
state of economic bliss, 
in which outstanding 
performance in meeting 
individual and national 
goals are recognized and 
rewarded.”

He however noted that 
in the area of exports per 
capita, St. Kitts and Nevis 
ranks second among 
the member states of 
CARICOM. Only the 
Bahamas is higher.

“We commend the high 
productivity and perfor-
mance of our workers at 
Jaro Electronics, Harowe 
Servo, Electrofab, Kajola 
Kristada, St. Kitts Brush 
Company, etc. for their 
contributions to export 
earnings and the global 
supply of products. We 
must not rest on our lau-
rels.  There is still more 
work to be done.”

Dr. Harris said the high 
debt burden that strangled 
St. Kitts and Nevis at 186 
percent of GDP is no lon-
ger an issue. “Our debt-
to-GDP ratio is the lowest 
among all independent 
countries of the OECS. 
We surpassed the inter-
national benchmark of a 
60 percent debt-to-GDP 
in 2018, ahead of every 
independent nation in the 
OECS.”
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By Monique Washington

An intense investigation 
has led to the capturing 
and charging of two men 
who, it is alleged, shot and 
wounded Ellison Smith-
Bartlette - an incident 
that took place during the 
morning rush hour last 
week Tuesday. 

On August 18 around 
8:30 am, Smith-Bartlette 
of Stuart Williams Drive 
was walking down 
Ramsbury, at the back of 
the Alexandra Hospital, 
when gunmen approached 
him and his female com-
panion. The unknown as-
sailants shot at them. 

Smith-Bartlette ran into 
the compound of the 
Flamboyant Home, but 
the gunmen were able to 
wound him in his arm. He 
received medical attention 
and was later discharged 
from the hospital.

On Sunday, Shakel 
Campbell of Craddock 
Road and Keon Moore of 
Ramsbury were charged 
for the attempted murder, 
and possession of Firearm 
with Intent to Endanger 
Life. The two men were 
charged last Sunday. 

The Observer spoke with 
Superintendent Lydon 
David, who noted that the 
police conducted an “in-
tense investigation” that 
led to the assailants being 
captured.

“We conducted an intense 
investigation and used 
various strategies, and 
were able to get a speedy 

detection.  We were also 
able to do this through a 
good working relationship 
with the community. We 
had a robust approach,” 
he said.

David made a special plea 
to citizens, that when they 
have a disagreement with 
other persons they should 
report it to the police or 
seek legal advice.

“When persons have dis-
agreements they need to 
take it to court or report it 
to the police. Many times 
in the past things hap-
pened. Someone steals 
from you, and you want 
to deal with it, and end up 
hurting or killing the per-
son. Sometimes persons 
set out to rob a person for 
their hard-earned money, 
and end up killing the per-
son. Instead of that, they 
should think about go-
ing out and working hard 
for their own money,” he 
said.

When questioned if the 
Smith-Bartlette shooting 
transpired from a dis-
agreement, he said that 
he does not know as he 
is not “that close” to the 
investigation.

The police are still urg-
ing persons that have any 
information on crimes 
committed to send a letter 
if they don’t want to come 
in, or they can speak to 
a police officer that they 
trust, or call the police 
station and give informa-
tion. Persons can call 707 
and give the informa-
tion. “You will remain 
anonymous.”

Shooting  
suspects 

charged with  
attempted  

murder

 Keon Moore of Ramsbury and Shakel Campbell of Craddock Road charged in recent shooting 
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By Easton ‘Newcastle’ 
Davy

The first time I ever 
tried the Guinep fruit as 
a young boy, I thought 
“what a strange type of 
fruit!”. Now as an adult, 
I still think it is a strange 
but delicious fruit.

I find it odd the way to 
eat this fruit, because you 
have to bite through the 
fruit skin until you get to 
the pulp. And the pulp 
is of a jelly/gummy tex-
ture… You put the entire 
fruit into your mouth and 
you suck the pulp on the 
pit until you get to the 
seed. 

The Guinep is very popu-
lar in Jamaica, and the first 
time I ever had the fruit 
was in Jamaica over 40 
years ago. I was pleased 
to find it available here in 
Saint Kitts and Nevis. 

Make sure that you eat 
only the ripe Guinep, 
as the raw ones contain 
a lot of toxins and taste 
awful. Even though it 
tastes good and is fun to 
eat, I would never give 
this fruit to very young 
children, not even half the 
fruit, because its big seed 
size is considered to be 
a choking hazard. Even 
adults should be careful 
eating this fruit, because 
of the seed and possibili-
ties of choking on it.

Another thing to know 
about Guinep while you 
enjoy eating it, is that it 
has a strong stain that 
is hard to remove from 

clothes, in case of the 
juice dripping or spilling 
on you. In order to avoid 
ruining your clothes, you 
need to get rid of the stain 
as soon as possible.

With all the possible 
troubles I just described, 
remember that Guinep is 
still a fruit worth eating 
and enjoying.

The Guinep is an interest-
ing fruit, because it also 
has important qualities for 
health . This small fruit 
contains many nutritional 
qualities. Not only the 
jelly-like texture of the 
fruit when you discard the 
outer shell.

The more I investigated 
this fruit the more sur-
prised I became of its 
nutrition:

• The leaves of 
Guinep trees can be 
boiled and taken as tea, 
which is good for treating 
intestinal problems.

• Helps lower 
blood pressure due to the 
presence of amino acids 
(tryptophan and lysine)     

• The presence of 
Vitamin A and C in the 
guinep fruit is essential 
for boosting the immune 
system      

• Vitamin A also 
prevents the formation of 
Urinary stones  

• The fruit is a 
source of dietary fiber 
and ferulic acid (found 
in the pulp tissues) which 

reduces the colon transit 
time hence its great in 
treating constipation and 
lowering cholesterol in 
the body    

• Guinep has 
Calcium for strengthen-
ing bones and teeth  

• An t iox idan t s 
(phenolic compounds) 
preventing cardiovascular 
disease and strokes    

• Phosphorus, di-
gestion and regulating 
hormones 

• The presence 
of tryptophan makes the 
fruit a “sleep booster” as 
it helps in producing se-
rotonin, the hormone that 
can affect sleep in the hu-
mans. This makes Guinep 
great for your mental 
health as serotonin is also 
responsible for improving 
your mood    

• The fruit can be 
roasted then mixed with 
honey to treat digestive 
problems, such as stom-
ach ache and diarrhea, 
due to its strong antioxi-
dants properties   

• Guinep has been 
used for some time by 
patients to treat herpes. 
This is due to the pres-
ence of amino acid called 
L-lysine which is known 
to inhibit the virus.

I have been told you can 
boil the seed and eat it, or 
get it roasted and crushed 
to use in baking bread and 
other foods. You can also 
make guinep juice, which 

is made from the jelly 
and tastes like a sweet 
lemonade.

I enjoy eating the fruit 
without adding anything 
to it, but I have seen peo-
ple prefer to eat the fruit 
with salt, lime, powder 
and chili to spice it up. 

Here is a good recipe 
for making tasty Guinep 
Juice:

Among the ingredients 
you need to have are 
guinep, ginger, water, 
lime, and sugar.

Directions:

1. Peel away the 
guinep skin to get the 
berry

2. Place the berry 
in a medium container of 
hot boiled drinking water 

for 20 minutes or till cold

3. Using a clean 
hand, get your hands 
in the bowl holding the 
seeds and rub the pulp off 
the seeds

4. Add a little lime 
to the mixture for a sweet 
taste

(Information sourced 
from www.loopcayman.

the unusual 
fruit named the 

Guinep
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SKN movie 
debuts at top 
Film Festival

LOCAL NewS

By Loshaun Dixon

A film that was shot, di-
rected and acted by locals 
made its debut last week-
end at the American Black 
Film Festival (ABFF).

The film dubbed ‘A Rose 
Between Thorns’ was 
directed by well-known 
music video director 
Nigel ‘Trucapo’ Lewis, 
and features a local 
cast of Bernel Huggins, 
Roberitine Webbe, Jervin 
Nisbett, Charles Parris, 
Judy DuPont, Unoma 
Allen among others.

A summary of the film 
says it is a feature length 
narrative about two 
young individuals who go 
through different family 
dilemmas. A young girl 
by the name of Rose, is 
physically abused by her 
father, and her mother 
knows about the abuse 
but does nothing to pre-
vent or dismiss it. Rose 
dances to escape her pain, 
but is having difficulties 
escaping it. Rose’s boy-
friend, Antonio, has an 
alcoholic mother and his 
older brother is in jail. He 
has no father, no guid-
ance, and goes down a 
similar path as his mother.

Lewis said the runtime 
of the film is 76 minutes, 
and noted that it was 
Hollywood produced 
by Juan Agustin who 
has eight Emmys and an 
Oscar. He said the film 
has been accepted into a 
total of three global film 
festivals.

‘It is a semi-finalist in 
one of the three so far. It 
is also the only film from 
the Caribbean to be ac-
cepted into the ABFF, one 
of the biggest black film 
festivals. We also submit-
ted it into the Austrian 
Film Festival in which it’s 
a semi-finalist… and we 
just recently got accepted 
into the Urban World 
Film Festival, which is 
an Academy Award film 
festival.” 

He said the film being 
featured at these festivals 
is big and that it will be 
big for all the people in-
volved. He said because 
of COVID-19, they 
missed out on attending 
the actual festival that had 
to take a virtual form this 
year.

Lewis disclosed that there 
are plans for a second film 
and a web series.

“For the second film we 
are hoping to bring in 
some actresses and actors, 
hopefully. I have to con-
vince my producer… We 
are actually going to start 
shooting a sitcom or web 
series, but I can’t say the 
date as yet. I already saw 
the script, it needs some 
work on it, but we want 
to start our sitcom in the 
near future.”

Lewis spoke about the 
potential for more films 
from St. Kitts and Nevis 
to be produced and be 
competitive.

“Once you have a cam-
era and you’re into film-
making, just shoot and 
try to get a producer, that 
is what I’ve learned along 
the way. You need that 
producer to shop your 
film ...to market your 
film, get the film out there 
into the eyes of people.”

He noted that without a 
producer one can start 
small, by submitting 
to the Barbados Film 
Festival and others in the 
region.

Lewis also said St. Kitts 
and Nevis was ideal for 
films and movies to be 
created, produced and 
filmed, as others had done 
in the past.

He said the film will be 
making the rounds inter-
nationally. “We took the 
international route, where 
it goes out there first then 
comes home, rather than 
being home and goes 
out.”

Lewis spoke about mak-
ing the transition from 
directing music videos to 
directing a film.

“You direct music videos; 
it’s a whole different thing 
from directing a short film 
or a film. When I start do-
ing the videos, I said I 
would like to try to do a 
short film or a film, and I 
just tried to make the push 
for it.”

Nigel ‘Trucapo’ Lewis
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By Petra Mc Sheene

Former Junior Minister 
of Finance, Richard 
Llewellyn Caines Sr., JP, 
CSM will be laid to rest 
tomorrow (Saturday). 
The funeral service will 
be held at Warner Park 
Stadium at 1:00pm. 

Caines, who died on July 
27 at the age of 87, served 
as a Junior Minister of 
Finance in the People’s 
Action Movement un-
der the Federation’s 
first Prime Minister, Dr. 
Kennedy Simmonds. 

Current Prime Minister, 
Dr. Timothy Harris stated 
that the late politician 
was a great inspiration to 
many people of all ages. 
Harris further stated that 
Caines was a very suc-
cessful businessman, a 
humanitarian and philan-
thropist extraordinaire, 
was humble, decent and 

a sincere and dependable 
friend.

“I will miss him immense-
ly, but I am heartened that 
he died peacefully, sur-
rounded by the love and 
presence of his family. 
May his soul rest in peace, 
knowing how deeply and 

widely he was loved and 
admired,” Prime Minister 
Harris stated recently 
at his monthly press 
conference. 

Although his health was 
already failing, Caines 
remained a true patriot 
and attended the opening 
of the new parliament 
on July 8 at the St. Kitts 
Marriott Resort.

One of the seven children 
of the late Mr. Caines in-
formed that the viewing 
of the body will take place 
today at the R.L. Caines 
Building on Princes Street 

from 11:00 am to 5:30pm. 
A book of condolence 
was placed at the gov-
ernment headquarters for 
members of the public to 
sign yesterday and today.

Individuals from Nevis 
wishing to attend the offi-
cial funeral tomorrow are 

asked to note that the M.V 
Mark Twain will leave 
Nevis at 12:00pm and de-
part St. Kitts 30 minutes 
after the funeral.

Richard Llewellyn 
Caines, Sr, JP, CSM who 
resided at Greenlands in 
Basseterre but had a sec-
ond home in Nevis, will 
be greatly missed and 
forever remembered by 
his seven children - Mrs. 
Inez Caines-Brown, Mr. 
Conrod Caines, Ms. Gigi 
Caines, Mr. Scott Caines, 
Mr. Collin Caines, Mr. 
Richard Caines Jr and 
Ms. Joy Caines.

richard Caines to 
be laid to rest on 

Saturday

“i will miss him immensely, but i am 
heartened that he died peacefully, 
surrounded by the love and  
presence of his family. 
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“NEVLEC has suffered financially in a 
tremendous way, as a result of the 
concessions that we asked them to 
give to the public. 

By Monique Washington

The Nevis Electricity 
Company (NEVLEC) 
has taken a “tremendous” 
financial loss during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, so 
much so that the Nevis 
Island Administration 
will be seeking a loan to 
bail them out. NEVLEC 

is the sole electricity pro-
vider on Nevis.

During his monthly press 
conference, Premier 
Mark Brantley was asked 
by the Observer as to the 
possibility of extending 
the COVID-19 relief of-
fered to the company’s 
customers, which ended 
on June 30. 

“NEVLEC has suffered 
financially in a tremen-
dous way, as a result of 

the concessions that we 
asked them to give to the 
public. We know it is not 
sustainable, it cannot go 
on for an indefinite pe-
riod, because NEVLEC 
would collapse,” he said. 

“We have tried our very 
best to provide a cush-
ion to provide conces-

sions, provide support 
to cushion the impact of 
COVID-19 that has hap-
pened to all of us. The 
question as to do we ex-
tend concessions, that is 
now a question that we 
are considering: what is 
possible and what we can 
do.”

He highlighted the fact 
that for every concession 
that is given, every bill 
that is not paid, somebody 
else has to pay it, and that 

it has to be provided for in 
some way. 

He said that they will be 
seeking loans to assist the 
company.

“It is not something that 
is free, it is something 
that comes at a cost, and 
it has come with a sig-

nificant cost to NEVLEC. 
NEVLEC has been suf-
fering financially in a 
very, very bad way. And 
even now, we are looking 
at accessing loans to as-
sist NEVLEC to get over 
this very difficult period,” 
he disclosed.

Brantley said that he does 
not know if they can af-
ford to extend conces-
sions, “but we will see 
what might be possible in 
the circumstances”.

LOCAL NewS

NEVlEC 
takes  

financial 
hit
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SKN now “very low risk” 
travel zone

By Monique Washington

SKN now “very low risk” 
travel zone

By Monique Washington 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has moved the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis from a Level 
3 COVID-19 high risk 
travel zone to “very low 
risk”.

St. Kitts and Nevis is one 
of 22 countries around the 
world that the CDC listed 
as being “very low risk”. 

Anguilla, British Virgin 
Islands, Cayman Islands, 
Dominica are other 
Caribbean islands that 
would have made the list.

This listing comes weeks 
after the CDC recom-
mended that travelers 
should avoid all nones-
sential international travel 
to St Kitts and Nevis.

Prime Minister Timothy 
Harris had said at the time 
that he believed that it was 
“ill-advised” - the des-
ignation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis in Level 3. He said 
he communicated that to 
the US Ambassador in 
Barbados, and expected 
to see some correction.

“We have done so well...
we are one of the coun-
tries that best managed 
the pandemic, and cer-

tainly there is quite a lot 
St. Kitts and Nevis can 
teach the United States of 
America and several other 
countries about how you 
manage the pandemic.

“We will continue to be 
a responsible member of 
the international commu-
nity, to provide outstand-
ing leadership that we 
had provided during this 
pandemic.”

This safe listing comes 
weeks before the twin 

islands’ plan to open 
its borders. Harris an-
nounced that the 
Federation expects to 
reopen its borders in 
October 2020. This would 
allow for the resumption 
of air and sea commercial 
traffic carrying interna-
tional passengers into the 
Federation’s ports.

The St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority, the Nevis 
Tourism Authority and 

the Ministry of Tourism 
have conducted training 
for over 5,000 tourism 
industry stakeholders, 
including hotels in the 
Federation. The initiative 
was aimed at educating 
stakeholders on the health 
and safety protocols and 
standards that must be 
met in order to obtain the 
“Travel Approved” cer-
tification and seal from 
the respective Tourism 
Authorities, that will 
be required for them to 
operate.

“We have done so well...we are one of the coun-
tries that best managed the pandemic, and  
certainly there is quite a lot St. Kitts and Nevis 
can teach the United States of america and 
several other countries about how you manage 
the pandemic.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has moved the 
Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis from a Level 3 COVID-19 high risk 

travel zone to “very low risk”.
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Calypso icon  
‘King ayatollah’  
passes away

By Loshaun Dixon

Multiple-time Calypso 
Monarch in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, Dion Stevens, fa-
miliarly known as ‘King 
Ayatollah’ left this earth 
on Wednesday following 
a battle with illness.

The National Carnival 
Committee issued a state-
ment indicating its “great 
sadness” at his passing.

Over the course of his 
career that dates back 
to the 1980s, King 
Ayatollah was thrice 
crowned Monarch, and 
according to the Carnival 
Committee, “made an 
enormous contribu-
tion to the develop-
ment of Calypso and to 
National Carnival in the 
Federation”.

“His numerous acco-
lades include winning the 
National Carnival Junior 
Calypso Monarch title on 
several occasions, cap-
turing the top spot at the 
senior level in 1996, 1999 
and 2003, and also win-
ning the Leeward Islands 
Calypso Competition in 
2004,” the statement read.

King Ayatollah was well 
known for his stage pres-
ence, his distinct voice, 
powerful lyrics and ad 
libs, making him a fan 
favourite of thousands in 

the federation.

“As a very talented ca-
lypsonian with an ear for 
what the people wanted to 
hear, King Ayatollah has 
left his mark with power-
ful hits such as  “Three 
long years”, “Writing on 
the Wall”, “Bruise Our 
Knees”, “Bad Boy King” 
and “Kaiso Terrorist.”

He was a semi-finalist 
in last year’s National 
Carnival Senior Calypso 
Competition.

The Carnival Committee 
offered deepest con-
dolences to his family, 
friends and many fans.  

“His legacy as a cham-
pion of the Calypso 
art-form will not be for-
gotten. Rest In Eternal 
Peace Ayatollah.”

One of his fiercest com-
petitors dating back to the 
1980s, Duncan ‘Big Lice’ 
Wattley remembered 
his time competing with 
King Ayatollah. 

“Ayatollah is a legend in 
his own right. A friend, 
a brother, a fellow ca-
lypsonian and a King. I 

can never forget my first 
encounter with Dion 
Stevens. It was 1984 
carnival Junior Calypso 
competition. He was the 
defending Junior Calypso 
King that year I won the 
show, and from that time 
until his passing we be-
came very good friends 
and colleagues.”

He said he and the late 
calypsonian lived like 
family.

“I actually felt the con-
nection and many times 
spoke to the “Bad boy” 
King like a brother. From 
1984 to 2020 we had 
many battles in the ca-
lypso arena. The respect 
was mutual. I loved him 
like a brother, and I know 
that he respected me as a 
friend and calypsonian. I 
will miss you King. Rest 
in peace. 

Another competitor of 
King Ayatollah, Konris 
Maynard, who pro-
duced one of the most 
epic battles in Calypso 
history in 2009, also re-
membered him. In that 
battle, Maynard was 
seeking his third straight 
title, while Ayatollah was 
seeking to stop another 
three-peat, something 
he had achieved before. 
Maynard eventually won 

that battle.

Maynard said, “An amaz-
ing talent has departed. 
Extending my profound 

sympathies and condo-
lences to the family and 
friends of the Calypso 
Great, Bad Boy King, 
King Ayatollah. You have 

left an indelible Calypso 
legacy that provided us 
with extraordinary enter-
tainment and bacchanal”.

 

 The Late Dion ‘King Ayatollah’ Stevens
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Phot: Wiki Commons. 
Kamina Johnson-Smith is 
outraged and offended at 
false stereotypes of Jamai-
cans portrayed in a BBC 

comedy sketch show.

‘Outrageous and Offensive’ BBC 
Speared By angry tweet From  

Jamaican Election Campaigner.

ADVeRTISeMeNT

The BBC is involved 
in a fresh race row as 
Jamaica’s foreign min-
ister complains over a 
Famalam sketch showing 
Caribbean men leering 
at women and high on 
cannabis.

Kamina Johnson-Smith 
branded the BBC 
Three clip, which cre-
ated a Jamaican ver-
sion of Channel 4 show 
Countdown, ‘outrageous 
and offensive’.

The episode sees a male 
host stare at a character 
playing maths boffin 
Rachel Riley, before he 
pretends to have sex with 
her.It also features a pan-
ellist high on marijuana, 
who forgets an answer to 

a question, and plays on 
the stereotype that black 
men are well endowed.

Ms Johnson-Smith tweet-
ed: ‘This is outrageous and 
offensive to the incredible 
country which I am proud 
to represent along with 
every Jamaican at home 
and within our #Diaspora. 
I will immediately be 
writing formally on this! 
#StopThisShow.’

She was replying to a 
tweet from entrepre-
neur Nathaniel Peat, 
who wrote: ‘As the 
Global Jamaica Diaspora 
Counsel Rep for South 
UK @bbcthree the 
Jamaican community in 
the UK have expressed 
serious concerns at how 

offensive the content in 
this show is.

‘This doesn’t reflect our 
culture well and many are 
upset.

But the BBC defended 
Famalm, with chan-
nel controller Fiona 
Campbell saying it was 
not ‘malicious’, adding: 
‘We stand by the creator’s 
brand of humour.’

She told the Edinburgh 
TV Festival: ‘Famalam is 
now in its third series and 
it is very successful.

‘It is not malicious hu-
mour and I think if you 
followed on social, the 
creators themselves said 
they are poking fun at all 

stereotypes.

‘There isn’t malice in the 
type of content.’

White BBC comedy 
chief Shane Allen added: 
‘Don’t diss my beloved 
Famalam. If you are go-
ing to do something about 
tricky topics it needs to be 
from those communities, 
from those people who’ve 
got that voice.’

A BBC spokesman said: 
‘Famalam… now in its 
third series, has an estab-
lished brand of humour in 
line with audience expec-
tations and is well known 
for confronting issues.’

It is not known whether 
the BBC is aware that an 

election campaign is in 
full swing in Jamaica, in 
which barbs can only be 
exchanged online due to 
coronavirus restrictions 
on campaigning. The op-
position party has already 
suggested firing The 
Queen as head of state, 
and now another British 
institution, the BBC has 
come under fire.
The offending sketch can 
be seen by those who 
have a robust sense of 
humor and are not easily 
shocked at this link.

This is not the first re-
cent occurrence of false 
images of Jamaicans as 
potheads have been given 

prominence in foreign 
media.

Sen. Kamala Harris, who 
is running for vice-presi-
dent of the USA said last 
year that she is in favor 
of legalizing marijuana at 
the federal level, pushing 
back against detractors in 
her own party who say 
she has a history of being 
too aggressive on drug 
offenders.

“Half my family’s from 
Jamaica, are you kidding 
me?” Harris said in an 
interview on the subject 
of legalizing marijuana 
with a nationally syndi-
cated radio show “The 
Breakfast Club.”
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C H A R L E S T O W N , 
Nevis — The Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) will hold a low-
key celebration on 
September 19 to observe 
the 37th anniversary of 
the Independence of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, and its effects 
on the island’s economy.

Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis, made 
the disclosure on August 
27 at his monthly press 
conference and sought the 
public’s understanding in 
the matter.

“This year the Nevis 
Island Administration has 
taken the decision that we 
will limit the extent of ac-
tivities for Independence 

due to COVID-19 and due 
to certain fears that have 
been expressed, but also 
due to the real situation 
that we face financially in 
the administration…

“This is not to say that we 
do not recognise, cher-
ish and honour all those 
who have gone before; 
cherish and honour our 
independence, those who 
have worked hard for 
us to achieve that inde-
pendence, but this is the 
state in which we find 
ourselves,” said Hon. 
Brantley. “This is the 
circumstance in which 
COVID-19 has brought 
us. I am advising that we 
will have a very low-key 
affair this year in terms 
of our independence cel-
ebrations.  I ask the pub-
lic’s patience with us and 
their understanding in the 

circumstances.”

Premier Brantley, who is 
also the senior Minister of 
Health and the Minister 
of Finance, stated that 
there is a proposal for 
patriotic programmes 
in schools and the an-
nual Independence Day 
Ceremonial Parade and 
Awards Ceremony at the 
Elquemedo T. Willett 
Park.

The Premier described 
changes that can be ex-
pected on Independence 
Day.

“Some differences this 
time around however, 
those being awarded 
on Independence will 

perhaps have separate 
seating,” he said. “Instead 
of having the toast to the 
nation that we would 
have after, where we 
mix and mingle, we will 
simply have a takeaway 
package for those who 
are there. We are trying 
to limit the time and limit 
the contact, the person-to-
person contact, in light of 

COVID-19.

“I regret to advise that 
the annual cocktail that 
we would have at the 
residence of the Deputy 
Governor General, that 
after discussions with her 
we have decided to fore-
go that particular event 

this year,” concluded 
Brantley.

This year’s indepen-
dence celebrations will 
be held with the theme 
“Resilience, Innovation 
and Security for 
Independence 2020.”

Nia plans low-key independence celebrations 
due to COViD-19
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Caribbean Cinemas in 
St. Kitts Continues to 

Open New Films under 
New Global release 

Patterns

This past weekend the 
made for Cinemas ac-
tion film “Greenland” 
starring Gerard Butler 
opened in St. Kitts as 
part of its world premiere 
inauguration simultane-
ously with theatres in 11 
International markets. 
Why this is surprising 
for Kittians moviegoers 
on the island? Is because 
new Hollywood releases 
have always played in lo-
cal cinemas either after or 
simultaneously with their 
North American premiere 
showings. In the process 
all that glorious, glitzy, 
glamorous entertainment 
news from up North fil-
tered down to our local 
news media, social me-
dia and television media 
outlets.

 

Now under Covid we find 
movies like “Greenland” 
opening one month be-
fore North American 
Cinemas and perhaps 

local moviegoers do not 
know how to differentiate 
this film than some of the 
re-release films also play-
ing in the Cinemas. “The 
Rental”, a horror film 
starred by Alison Brie 
and Dan Stevens also 
opened this past week-
end in France, Belgium, 
Netherlands and in the 
UAE.

 

This week, Disney’s su-
perhero thriller “The New 
Mutants” will open simul-
taneously with up North. 
“The New Mutants” is a 
spinoff from the X-Men 
universe that follows five 
young mutants that are 
held against their will in a 
facility after discovering 
their own powers.

 

Caribbean Cinemas also 
confirmed the re-release 
of Christopher Nolan’s 
“Inception” on August 

27th in celebration of its 
10-year anniversary. This 
special anniversary theat-
rical event will give audi-
ences a never-before-seen 
look at footage of Nolan’s 
highly anticipated film 
“Tenet,” which will debut 
on September 10th and 
is certain to be one of the 
most successful films of 
2020.

Health and safety proto-
cols will continue to be 
observed for all employ-
ees and patrons during 
their visit to the cinema. 
Their new operational 
hours are Thursdays and 
Fridays from 5:30pm and 
Saturdays and Sundays 
from 3:00pm. For a lim-
ited time only, all movies 
on Thursdays have a cost 
of $12.00 XCD as part 
of Caribbean Cinemas’ 
“Customer Appreciation 
Day”. For more infor-
mation about upcoming 
releases, visit caribbean-
cinemas.com
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LONDON — Fred. Olsen 
Cruise Lines, a UK-based 
company, announced that 
the Federation of St Kitts 
and Nevis will be a port 
of call in its 2021/2022 
itinerary. The fleet, which 
averages 1,000 passen-
gers a ship, will dock at St 
Kitts’ Port Zante as part 
of its Winter Sunshine 
Program.

Supported by the is-
lands’ Citizenship 
by Investment (CBI) 
Programme, Port Zante 
was upgraded last year to 
increase vessel capacity 
and can now host up to 
three world-class vessels 
simultaneously.

Fred. Olsen also held a 
virtual tour where more 
than 50,000 future visi-
tors could see the different 
ports scheduled, includ-
ing St Kitts. The nation 
recently announced that 
it would be opening its 
international borders in 
October after registering 
only 17 cases and zero 
deaths. In preparation for 
the reopening, 5,000 tour-
ism industry stakeholders 
will be trained.

Lindsay Grant, the 
Minister of Tourism, high-
lighted the importance 

of the collaboration be-
tween the islands and 
Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines: 
“This is a clear indication 
that our island’s attrac-
tions, tours and services 
offer significant appeal to 
cruise visitors,” Minister 
Grant said. “Now, more 
than ever, as we get ready 
to reopen tourism, it is 
critical that we continue 
to work together to main-
tain our physical product 
standards and to ensure 
health and safety proto-
cols are adhered to by all 
tourism stakeholders, to 
provide a premier guest 
experience.”

Before the COVID-19 
pandemic, St Kitts and 
Nevis’ cruise sector saw 
an increase in visitors with 
the Florida-Caribbean 
Cruise Association 
naming it as a marquee 
destination. The dual-
islands’ also reached the 
milestone of one million 
cruise passengers for the 
second year in a row in 
2019. St Kitts and Nevis’ 
CBI Programme partly 
sponsored the expansion 
of the Port Zante.

Fred. Olsen originated in 
Hvitsten, a small town on 
the shores of Oslofjord, 
Norway, in 1848 when 
three Olsen brothers – 
Fredrik Christian, Petter 

and Andreas – bought 
their first ships and began 
an international shipping 
company. Over 150 years 
later, and now into the fifth 
generation of the family, 
Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines 
operate cruises from the 
UK and inspirational 
fly-cruises aboard four 
smaller, intimately-sized 
ocean-going ships, as 
well as European River 
Cruises aboard a dedi-
cated river cruise ship, 
and sail to some of the 
world’s greatest and most 
authentic destinations to 
provide guests with sim-
ply unforgettable holiday 
experiences.

Alongside Fred. Olsen 
Cruise Lines, the Fred. 
Olsen group also operate 
a variety of other com-
panies, including Fred. 
Olsen Travel and Fred. 
Olsen Express ferries 
in the Canary Islands, 
and has interests in the 
luxury hotel, aviation, 
estate management, 
electronics and offshore 
energy industries. Fred. 
Olsen offices are spread 
throughout the globe, 
although the group’s 
main headquarters re-
main firmly in the fam-
ily’s hands in Oslo and 
Tenerife. Fred. Olsen 
Cruise Lines is based in 
Ipswich, the county town 
of Suffolk, England.

LOCAL NewS

Port Zante 
added to Fred. 
Olsen Cruises 

itinerary
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Educators trained 
for September 7 

school 
reopening

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts 
— Educators in St. Kitts 
and Nevis are currently 
undergoing a series of 
training activities to pre-
pare for the reopening 
of schools for the 2020-
2021 academic school 
year which commences 
September 7.

 “As the Ministry of 
Education prepares 
for the reopening of 
schools in September a 
multiplicity of training 
sessions are currently 
taking place,” said Chief 
Education Officer, Dr. 
Debbie Isaac, at the 
August 26 National 

Emergency Operations 
Centre COVID-19 
Briefing.
 

Education officers and 
principals will be trained 
on Aug. 27 in the use 
of Microsoft teams for 
online teaching. All 
teachers will commence 
this training on August 
28 with a September 3 
completion date.

 Dr. Isaac noted that the 
training will be extreme-
ly beneficial.

 “These training sessions 
will be very useful for 
our teachers as we pre-
pare for the blended ap-
proach to teaching and 
learning,” said Dr. Isaac. 
“Those schools will be a 
part of the shift system 
which will be engaging 
students via teams for 
some of their lessons.”

As is the norm, teachers 
return to work the last 
two weeks in August be-
fore the start of the new 
school term to prepare 
them for the year ahead.
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BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts — The Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force (RSCNPF), 
the Financial Services 
Regulatory Commission 
(FSRC) and the Financial 
Intelligence Unit (FIU) 
would like to draw the 
public’s attention to a 
Warning Notice issued 
by the Eastern Caribbean 
Securities Regulatory 
Commission (ECSRC) 
dated July 21, 2020.

This Notice advised of 
various“investment-
related”scams and fraud-
ulent offerings including:

pyramid schemes; and

ii) Unauthorised Foreign 
Exchange Market 
(Forex) Trading

Please see the Notice at 

the link below:

https://www.ecsrc.com/
gal lery/NewsItems/
detail/150

The local authorities 
have been made aware 
of variations of the pyra-
mid scheme(s) that are 
being operated in the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis by groups of 
individuals.

A pyramid scheme is a 
fraudulent investment 
offering that profits al-
most solely, through 
the recruitment of other 
participants into the 
programme. It requires 
individuals to invest a 
one-time payment and 
recruit other individu-
als with the promise 
of receiving large sum 
of monies. Joining the 

group allows the new 
member to profit by 
signing up other new 
members.

This is known as a scam 
and a fraudulent finan-
cial activity. Individuals 
should not consider 
this as an investment 
opportunity.

The RSCNPF, FSRC 
and FIU advise the gen-
eral public to be vigilant 
and for the operators of 
these schemes to cease 
and desist.

Persons with information 
of these operations in the 
Federation are asked to 
contact the authorities 
at the following email 
addresses: jerry.watt@
police.kn, info@fsrc.kn, 
or sknfiu@govt.kn.

WarNiNG Notice: General public  
notified to avoid scams
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