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By Loshaun Dixon

Individuals in St. Kitts 
and Nevis with poten-
tial accommodation that 
can host tourists during 
the 2020 St. Kitts Music 
Festival in June are urged 
to prepare their proper-
ties early if they want to 

be successful hosts for 
the three day event.

That call is coming from 
the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority (SKTA) 
Chief Executive Officer 
Raquel Browne follow-
ing the 2019 St. Kitts 
Music Festival where 
accommodation in the 
Federation was scarce. 
She implored those with 
properties and an interest 
in hosting to start adver-
tisements now for 2020. 
“For persons who may 
have a villa or a condo 
there are the non tradi-
tional means of adver-
tising. There is AirBnB, 
Expedia Villas, Kyak 
numerous streams and I 
think it is an opportunity 
for you to do it early.”

She indicated that many 
people attending the 
Music Festival don’t 
mind staying in a villa 
or a condo. As Browne 
explained, “Waiting un-
til the last minute to put 
your tourist accommoda-
tion into the market does 
not necessarily work for 

you, because you are not 
sure of the type of guests 
you are going to get and 
you may need to provide 
certain amenities for 
them and also provide an 
experience beyond put-
ting their head in a bed.”

Browne called on those 
potential hosts to outline 
what activities they can 
provide tourists along 
with their food options 
and where they can go 
to hangout. “We need to 
plan and raise the level. 
Think of yours tourist 
accommodation as your 
hotel what can you offer 
your guests. I think if you 
can have that outlined 
however you choose to 
do it, you have an op-
portunity to sell your 

accommodation.”

She said the option is 
also open to the people 
of Nevis. “Nevis also has 
an opportunity. I think 
it is a great opportunity 
with our water taxis there 
will be infrastructure at 
Reggae Beach like what 
happened this year. I 
really think the non tra-
ditional tourist accom-
modation have a real 
opportunity to sell to the 
market.”

Browne also encouraged 
to have the accommoda-
tion not only for the mu-
sic festival but all year 
round. “If you do it for 
music festival you can 
do it year round.”

Earlier this year a des-
perate call was made to 
property owners in St. 
Kitts and Nevis to pro-
vide their properties as 
rentals as it was antici-
pated that there would be 
challenge for accommo-
dation around that time 
with a festival headlined 
by Buju Banton, Smokey 
Robinson and Ella Mai 
among others.

There indeed had been a 
challenge as all the hotel 
rooms in the Federation 
for the June festival were 
100% booked. Browne 
however noted that the 
106 room Koi resorts 
would come on stream 
in 2020 that would help 
with the load.

The 2020 St. Kitts Music 
festival would run from 
June 25-28 and feature 
Jimmy Cliff, Koffee and 
WizKid.

More Accomodation needed!

“We need to plan and 
raise the level. Think  

of yours tourist  
accommodation as 
your hotel what can 

you offer your guests”

CEO of the SKTA Raquel Browne

SKTA head urged property  
owners to gear up for  

Music Festival
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By Monique Washington

It’s a festive experience, 
as customers and visitors 
enter the Social Security 
Building in Nevis that 
has been decorated with 
ornaments made by the 
students from the Cecily 
Integrate School.

Excited students and 
teachers gathered at 
the building last week 
to view their creations 
hanging from the ceiling 
and on the Christmas. 

Senior Manager for the 
Social Security Nevis 
branch office presented 
the school with a cheque 
and  thanked the teach-
ers and students for all 
that they have done in 
providing decorations 
to the branch office. 
“The quality of work is 
exceptional.” 

He said “Persons have 
come and visited our of-
fice and they are quite 
surprised at the quality of 
the decoration . Needless 
to say they were done by 
children . All children are 
special to Social Security 
and we are thankful  for 
them, everyone has 
something to offer in 
building our community. 

We are very pleased and 
proud ,” he said

Jennifer Liburd a teacher 
at the school,  expressed 

how grateful she was that 
an opportunity was af-
forded to the students to 
create something ‘beau-
tiful’ and for allowing 
the children to showcase 
their talent to the general 
public. 

She noted that the proj-
ect was the brainchild of 
Karen Claxton-Amory 
Public Relations Officer 
Nevis, Social Security 
and highlighted how the 
idea first came to reality. 
“We were given this 

opportunity when Mrs. 
Karen Claxton Amory 
approached me and  told 
me about the idea that she 
had. I said yes, without 

even taking it to the prin-
cipal and the other staff 
members. However they 
all agreed. I spoke to the 
children and we decided 
to do it by class. Each 
class was given ideas 
for the decorations,”  she 
said.

Liburd added,“I am 
happy that you believed 
in us, because persons 
would have had the no-
tion that children who at-
tend special ed or Cecily 
Integrated cannot pro-
duce and produce such 

quality work.”  

She said that the students 
were given the task to 
bring recyclable items 
to school to make the 
decorations.  “What I 
liked about the children 
was that they went home 
when we told them what 
to bring .We tried to use 
recycled items and we 
asked them to bring toi-
let paper rolls and bring 
empty bottles, when you 
drink your water or soda 
and they would bring 
them .As we worked, 
some more ideas came to 
mind.” she 

Liburd said that the proj-
ect took three weeks to 
before the children com-
pleted their decorations. 
“We ventured out and 
accept the call from Mrs. 
Claxton- Amory to do 
this and I am happy that 
the children did justice to 
this.

“I know that everyone 
they can show which 
one they did. They ei-
ther colored something, 
paint something  or com-
bined something. They 
all played a part,” she 
concluded.

Social Security receives special gifts

 “I am happy that you  
believed in us. because  

persons would have had the 
notion that children who  

attend special ed or Cecily 
Integrated cannot  

produce and produce such 
quality work,”

Students decorate Social Security  
in a special way

Students pointing out what they did

Children at the  SS Building
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Surviving 2019

EDITorIAl

This year, December sneaked up on us. We hardly noticed that November was 

over and with it the end of the hurricane season. So much so, that we failed 

to offer special prayers to the Almighty for our deliverance from catastrophic 

weather. We ask for God’s forgiveness and give belated thanks for sparing us.

A review the 2019 season, conducted on the internet, reveals how blessed we 

have been. This year was the 4th year in a row that the hemisphere has had at 

least one maximum hurricane (i.e category 5, Dorian) and it is the 4th consecu-

tive year of above average activity. There were 38 storms, and almost half – 18 

of them - developed sufficiently to receive a name. Nine of these storms made 
landfall with enough energy to cause damage and destruction and one which 

didn’t make landfall caused the sinking of a boat. The worst, of course, was the 

devastation of Abaco island in the Bahamas.

Hurricanes aside, as reported on the Wikipedia website, there were extreme 

wildfires in at least 15 places that caused their share of death and destruction. 
There were also more than 12,000 earthquakes, 130 of which were magnitude 6 

and above. Add to these the 69 volcanic eruptions (25 from previously dormant 

volcanoes) and the most recent being in New Zealand. Thankfully, no tsunamis 

were reported.

In these parts we will not have snowstorms, but temperate countries are already 

having snowstorms. The NYTimes, on December 3rd, reported that a winter storm 

“barreled across the United States from Cedar Grove, Calif., where it dropped 49 

inches of snow, to Ogunquit, Maine, which saw more than a foot, was finally de-

parting on Tuesday, but not before giving New England one last whack”.

“The storm dropped at least four inches of snow in 30 US states. Its mix of 

cold, wind, snow, sleet and rain shuttered schools, blocked hundreds of miles of 

highways, scuttered scores of flights and was linked to multiple deaths over the 
long holiday weekend in the states of Missouri, Arizona and South Dakota.”

Yes, in 2019 the world witnessed the violent side of nature, and it bears repeat-

ing how blessed we have been to have been spared. It is not too late to have 

a national service of thanksgiving. Maybe such a service should be on our 

national calendar of events. We call on the Ministry of Ecclesiastical Affairs 

to consider this suggestion, maybe an American style type of thanksgiving, for 

December 1st.

Now we look forward to Christmas. And so we wish all a merry Christmas and 

Prosperity in 2020!

By Loshaun Dixon 

Pq-“So you can tell our 
embassy has been very 
busy and the relation 
between our leaders are 
very close.”

Resident Ambassador to 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) Tom Lee 
has noted that leaders 
from Taiwan and the 
Federation had gotten 
closer after many diplo-
matic visit throughout 
the year.

Lee speaking to The 
Observer, following a 
media luncheon, said 
their embassies were 
well engaged as leaders 
of both countries paid 
courtesy calls.

“This year our embassy 
has been very busy. 
Your Prime Minister 
visited Taiwan in April, 
your Foreign Minister 
led a delegation to visit 
in May and our foreign 
minister visited St. Kitts 
and Nevis in May fol-
lowed by our president 
visiting in July and your 
speaker visiting Taiwan 
in October.”

He said that the visits 
were able to bring the 

leader closer.“ So you 
can tell our embassy 
has been very busy and 
the relation between our 
leaders are very close.”

The Ambassador said 
that due to an election in 
Taiwan early next year 
it is difficult to say what 

they are going to be do-
ing next year but noted 
that the embassy would 
want to focus more on 
green energy and envi-
ronmental issues as well 
as providing educational 
opportunities to the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis. “We also want to 
focus on the the human 
resources development 
and we hope we can pro-
vide more opportunities 
to send more people to 

Taiwan to study because 
I think it is important.”

Ambassador Lee also 
spoke of the annual lun-
cheon put on by his em-
bassy for members of the 
media whom he labeled 
as close partners.

“At the end of the year we 
invite our friends from 
the media to sit down and 
have a very casual lunch 
basically to help them 
know of our embassy 
and the friendship that 
has been formed. For the 
past 11 months you have 
kindly provided for us.”

He noted that he hoped 
the relationship with the 
media will continue for 
years to come.

Taiwan and SKN  
closer after another 

year of relations

“ So you can tell our  
embassy has been very 

busy and the relation 
between our leaders 

are very close.”

Ambassador Tom Lee of the republic of China (Taiwan)
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis and 
Minister of Finance Dr 
Timothy Harris claims 
the prospect for economic 
growth in the Federation 
is very good. He made 
this prediction while pre-
senting the Appropriation 
(2020) Bill, 2019, of ap-
proximately EC$848.9 
million under the theme, 
“Let’s Keep Building a 
Strong and Safer Future 
for St. Kitts & Nevis.”

PM Harris, while speak-
ing at the debate, said 
that the prospect for 
growth is very good for 
the Federation and noted 
that there is confidence 
that the government will 
be able to implement its 
plans for 2020 without 
the introduction of any 
new taxes. “It is not con-
templated that we will in-
troduce any new taxes for 
the fifth time that we are 
presenting a budget we 
have not introduced any 
new taxes.

“We would therefore or-
ganise and make every 
effort to roll out these 
plans that are designed to 
move St. Kitts and Nevis 
always forward and up-
ward on the path of prog-
ress and development.”

He said the government 
was delivering more than 
an annual budget. It was 
presenting the next in-
stallment of its long-term 
plan to build a stronger 
and safer future for St. 
Kitts and Nevis. “Our 
federation in heading in 
the right direction. Since 
2015 our streets have 
become safer, better and 
bigger homes are being 
built four our people. Our 
infrastructure is being 
upgraded, more persons 

have jobs, more tourist 
are visiting our shores 
and our young people 
can look forward to more 
opportunities than ever 
before.”

He highlighted plans for 
keeping the Federation 
heading in the right di-
rection. This next phase 
of  the government’s long 
term plan will hopefully 
take the country further 
on the prosperous path 
on which his government 
embarked when it was 
elected in 2015.

“Clearly while we have 
done quite a lot we cant 
undo 20 years of neglect 
in five short years. There 
is much more we can do 
to build a stronger and 
safer life for all our peo-
ple especially our young 
people.”

He said the government 
will continue to make the 
country more resilient to 
man made and natural 
threats and also noted 
part of their plans was 
to transition to a digital 
economy.

“This will provide a mod-
ern approach to doing 
business and providing 
services. Team Unity is 
leading this charge be-
cause we believe it will 
make a positive differ-
ence in the lives of all of 
our people.”

Dr. Harris said that the 
digital economy will 
present opportunities for 
young people, improve 
education, health care 
social services and the 
delivery of almost all 
government services.

“The government is play-
ing its role as facilitator 
and affirming its commit-
ment in strengthening the 

policy and legal regulato-
ry framework to support 
this legal a trans-national 
process.” 

Addressing the medium 
term fiscal outlook for 
St. Kitts and Nevis the 
Prime Minister said they 
envisaged a solid fiscal 
and debt performance, 
as well as positive eco-
nomic growth over the 
medium term. 

In a review of the fiscal 
performance address, 
by the end of 2019 the 
recurrent account will 
be in surplus and will 
amass recurrent revenue 
of $994.3 million while 
recurrent expenditure is 
expected to reach $645.5 
million.

“The expected increase in 
expenditure reflects my 
governments decision to 
reward all civil servants, 
auxiliary workers and 
pensioners with the pay-
ment of a bonus salary 
for the fourth consecutive 
year,” Dr. Harris said.

 Dr Harris claimed it’s an-
ticipated the government 
will record surpluses on 
average of about $152 
million until 2022. “I 
am happy to report that 
we are doing extremely 
well on those important 
indicators.”

He said the Ministry of 
Sustainability reported 
the economy will grow 
at about a rate of two 
percent in 2019 and will 
have growth of 3.6 per-
cent. “This positive trend 
of economic growth will 
be driven by continued 
developments in con-
struction tourism, the 

distributive trade and 
transitioning sectors.”

The allocations an-
nounced by the Prime 
Minister indicated that 
the Governor General’s 
Office will receive 
EC$2.2 million; the 
Federal Parliament 
EC$2.2 million; the 
Audit Office EC$1.3 
million; the Ministry of 
Justice, Legal Affairs and 
Communication EC$52.5 
million; the Office of 
the Prime Minister 
EC$47.5 million; the 
Ministry of National 
Security EC$99.2 mil-
lion; International Trade, 

Industry and Commerce 
EC$4.1 million, while 
the Ministry of Finance 
will receive EC$272.5 
million.

 The Ministry 
of Community 
Development, Gender 
Affairs and Social 
Services will receive 
EC$37.6 million; the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Human Settlement, 
Cooperatives and the 
Environment will be al-
lotted EC$15.9 million; 
Ministry of Tourism 
EC$35.2 million; Public 
Infrastructure, Post and 
Urban Development and 

Transport will receive 
EC $83.5 million; the 
Ministry of Education 
will receive EC$89.9 
million; EC$61.9 million 
going towards Health; 
EC$15.7 towards Youth, 
Sport and Culture; the 
Ministry of Sustainable 
Development will be 
allotted EC$19.2 mil-
lion; Foreign Affairs 
and Aviation, EC$20.6 
million; Office of the 
Attorney General 
EC$13.9 million; and the 
Ministry of Nevis Affairs, 
Labour, Social Security 
and Ecclesiastical Affairs 
will receive EC$3.4 
million.

Delivers  $849 Million Budget

PM presents  
           2020 vision
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Department of Culture Successfully Hosts Annual Event

By Petra Mc Sheene

In the Spirit of Christmas 
2019 had its curtain 
call last week with Her 
Majesty’s Prison Band 
being the highlight of the 
event.

The annual celebra-
tion began Monday 
(December 2) after the 
event was declared open 
by Minister of Culture 
Shawn Richards with 
the Department hosting 
the gospel and Christmas 
event that featured ap-
pearances by National 
Carnival Contestants and 
various folklore troupes. 
It ended on Thursday 
night (December 5) with 
Her Majesty’s Prison 
Band being the highlight 
of the week

The HMP Band known as 
the Rehabilitation Group 
Impression (RGI) per-
formed for half hour and 
did covers of Christmas 
songs and jingles that 
kept the crowd rocking.

In speaking with the 

Observer, Director of 
Culture Troy Mills said 
that the show usually 
culminates on the fourth 
night, this year the most 
anticipated night, be-
cause of the performance 
by HMP Band.

“We had performers 
ranging from preschool 
up to the very ‘not so 
old.’ We had solos, du-
ets, trios, groups and 
dancers.”

Mills said that for the first 

time, three of the four 
nights were streamed 
live on the department’s 
social media page as well 
as the National Carnival 
social media page not-
ing that The theme for 
this year’s In the Spirit 

of Christmas was ‘Share 
Love’ for Christmas is a 
time to share extra love.’

Mills took the opportu-
nity to express gratitude 
to persons who played a 
role in making the event 
possible. “We thank the 
audience for coming out, 
we thank the service pro-
viders, the band, the 
media, SNL Lighting, 
Serene Decorations, 
Vallie’s Tent Rentals 
and everyone else who 
came out.”

Part of the audience at the Circus

In the Spirit of Christmas 
Closes on High Note

Christmas is a time to 
share extra love.”

Other members of HMP BandSome members of the HMP Band
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By Loshaun Dixon

More than $40 billion is 
at stake in the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency 
Union (ECCU) region 
due to climate change 
according to governor 
of the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB) 
Timothy Antoine.

Antoine speaking at the 
Coping with Climate 
Change and Other 
Environmental Risks 
Workshop said that from 
a financial system per-
spective a lot is at stake 
in regards to the threats 
posed by climate change. 

“According to 2018 fi-
nancial stability report 
the financial system in 
terms of assets account 
for 201% of GDP about 
$40b in value. That is 
what is at risk.We need 
to have a call for action. 
All of us need to ensure 
that we fully incorpo-
rate climate risks in our 
risks management frame 
work,” he said.

He explained at the 
ECCB they have al-
ready looking at ways to 
deal with such potential 
problems. “Here at the 
ECCB, we have begun 
to do that, we have been 
looking at issues such as 
gaps in business continu-
ity plans and the potential 
rise in non performing 
loans and the need for 
more provisioning as a 
result.”

Antoine also noted that 
at the ECCB they are 
constructing solar car-
ports that would pro-
vide solar energy for 
the ECCB headquarters.  
“As a small central bank 
we are determined that 
we will be carbon neutral 
by 2022. What you see 
in front of you is Phase 
1 of our greening of the 

campus initiative, that 
will be completed this 
month.” 

He said they will then 
pivot to Phase 2 of the ini-
tiative which is expected 
to be completed in June 
of next year, “At which 
time we project, we will 
be meeting 60 percent 
of our energy needs.We 
will then press on with 
additional investments to 
ensure that we get to our 
target of carbon neutral-
ity by 2022.”

Antoine said the bank 
was doing its part in 
leaving a safer planet 
for future generations. 
“Even as small states, 
even at a small central 
bank we can do our part 
and we are doing our part 
to ensure that we make 
our planet a safer place 
not just for ourselves 
but for our children and 
grandchildren.”

He noted that the 
Caribbean region is one 
lowest emitters of carbon 
emissions, but among 
the hardest hit in climate 
change, being the most 
tourist dependent in the 
world, and that most of 
the region’s tourism as-
sets are along the coast. 
“So you can understand 
the vulnerability of that 
sector to climate risk, 
and that has direct impli-
cations for our banking 
system and for some of 
the things that we need to 
be thinking about in our 
financial system.”
He also noted that the 
frequency and ferocity of 
storms have increased as 
evidenced by the mon-
ster storms in 2017. “It’s 
not just increased fre-
quencies in hurricanes, 
but since 2001 we have 
had 17 of the warmest 
years on record.”

ECCB Governor Timothy Antoine

“As a small central bank we 
are determined that we will be 
carbon neutral by 2022. What 

you see in front of you  
is Phase 1 of our greening of 

the campus initiative, that will 
be completed this month.”

More than $40b in the  
region under threat by  

Climate Change

ECCB making changes to  
go green
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Movies  at  NEPAC  
comes  to  Nevis 
Movie  Theater  life comes  to  Nevis 

By Monique Washington 

Residents in Nevis will 
soon be afforded the 
opportunity to watch 
some of the latest mov-
ies without having to 
travel to St. Kitts, with 
the launch of Movies at 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Theater (NEPAC),  an 
initiative being under-
taken by Convergence 
Entertainment.

Jermaine Swanston, 
founder of Convergence 
Entertainment, said that 
the idea behind “Movies 
at NEPAC” is to give res-
idents an option to watch 
family friendly movies 
on the island, an initia-
tive he said “will appeal 
to a broad demographic 
of people  especially with 
the films that we are tar-
geting .”

He noted that they will 
not be  competing with 
Caribbean Cinema in  St 
Kitts, but rather “comple-
menting”  it while target-
ing the everyday man  
and women that have 
multiple jobs and chil-
dren that might not have 
the time or resources 
to take them over to St 

Kitts. “We want it to be 
an ease of access for en-
tertainment for people.” 
he said.

Swanston further indi-

cated that they  are not 
necessarily targeting per-
sons that want to see the 
movies as soon as they 
are released,  but more 
to target more of the av-
erage individual that has 
a busy schedule. “We 
want to give then an  op-
portunity to come out of 
the house and bring their 
family together. This 
is an option for them. 
Maybe you want to go 
out with your friends and 

watch a movie…we take 
out the step of catching a 
boat. We are giving resi-
dents options .” 

Swanston noted that the  

vision for “Movies at 
NEPAC” was his and af-
ter  several months of ne-
gotiating they were able 
to come to an agreement 
and he has expressed 
his  gratitude to Premier 
of Nevis Mark Brantley 
for his willingness to be 
open to small business 
initiatives.

Swanston said that he is 

happy to be granted the 
usage of NEPAC, but the 
facility does not allow 
eating inside. He said 
however that there will 
be intermissions during 
the movies and the can-
teen will be opened, sup-
plying food and drinks.

He said that Convergence 
Entertainment has a non-
theatrical license which is  
licensed through a third 
party coming directly 
from the studios. “We 
will not be showing what 
Caribbean Cinemas will 
be showing at the same 

time. We will be show-
ing what has already 
come out of Caribbean 
Cinemas for the large 
majority of the commu-
nity that are not going to 
St Kitts  but want the op-
portunity to get out of the 
house.” 

The first showing  for 
“Movies at NEPAC” 
will take place December 
27 starting  at 5:30 pm 
and the featured film 
will be ‘ Spiderman Far 
from home.’ The second 
showing will be  at 8:30 
pm with the featured film 

‘Fast and Furious Hobbs 
and Shaw’. Showing will 
continue on Saturday 
and Sunday beginning at 
4pm on Saturday and 2 
pm on Sunday. The cost 
is $20 for adults and $10 
for children. Movies will 
be shown one weekend 
per month.

The last movie theater in 
Nevis was the Paramount 
Cinema in Charlestown 
which closed in the early 
90’s.

We want to give then 
an  opportunity to 
come out of the house 
and bring their family 
together . This is an  
option for them
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By Petra Mc Sheen 

Ground was broken 
Monday afternoon on 
construction  of the 
350,000 square foot Era 
Development Hotel at 
Brighton’s Estate.

Project Manager Leo Xin 
explained the 350,000 
square feet includes an 
82,000 square foot com-
mercial shopping centre 
surrounded by more 

than 300 parking spaces. 
Other facilities that will 
be a part of the hotel in-
clude Atlantic view hotel 
rooms, swimming pool, 
bank, cafeteria, bar, spa, 
salon, supermarket as 
well as authentic Asian, 
European and Caribbean 
restaurants. 

In his remarks, 
Constituency representa-
tive Eugene Hamilton 
expressed his awe in 

the design of the hotel 
indicating that it was an 
impressive looking edi-
fice that appears to be a 
significant addition to 
industry and commerce.

Hamilton encouraged the 
owners to recognize that 
the development of this 
country is not only for 
those who are coming 
and making an invest-
ment in the country but 
it for those who live in 

the Federation as well. 
“I encourage you, to en-
sure that the people of 
this region and this area 
become employed in 
the development of this 
project and its continuing 
growth in this country. 
We cannot leave the local 
and regional people that 
live here out of the action 
or else we would have 
failed our people.”

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Timothy Harris said that 

the Era Development 
Hotel is a  major addition 
to the socio-economic 
landscape of the coun-
try. He said the tourism 
sector continues to be a 
major plan of the gov-
ernment’s vision for the 
development of St. Kitts 
and Nevis. “The tourism 
sector contributes over 
2,000 plus jobs and we 
have about 25,877 in jobs 
in St. Kitts and Nevis. 
When we see hotels, we 
see the opportunity for 
people to be put to work 
directly and indirectly.”

Dr. Harris reflected on 
the fact that in the four 
plus years the Team 
Unity government has 
been in office,  it has 
nurtured several hotels 
of which  are prime and 
ready for opening. “We 
have coming soon the 
Ramada Hotel with 300 
guest rooms, Koi Resort 
which will be opening 
soon and hopefully it will 
come with the Hilton 
brand that will bring 102 
guest rooms. We have 
the Tilof in the Bird Rock 
area which will bring into 
service 160 guest rooms 
for a total of 562 guest 
rooms by the first quarter 
of next year.”

 PM Harris said that they 

are very pleased by the 
developments that would 
lead to the transforma-
tion of the most scenic, 

beautiful and most peace-
ful country. “There is no 
place more beautiful than 
St. Kitts and Nevis, no 

place where you could 
get the idyllic view of 
mountains and sea, the 
calm and tranquillity.”

Turning of the soil

“The tourism sector 
contributes over 2,000 
plus jobs and we have 
about 25,877 in jobs in 
St. Kitts and Nevis.”

Ground-breaking Ceremony Held for Era resort

History Made in Cayon

Project Manager Leo Xin
Aud
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Natta’s Firearm case  
adjourned until 2020
By Loshaun Dixon 

The firearm case against 
Labour Party Candidate 
Leon Natta-Nelson has 
been adjourned until next 
year following an appear-
ance in court Tuesday.

Counsel for Natta-
Nelson, Sylvester 
Anthony speaking yo 
media personnel who 
were denied entry into 
the Court, said that the 
matter has been ad-
journed until Jan.13 

He explained that the 
Magistrate assigned to 
the matter was in the 
middle of a preliminary 
inquiry which she has de-
cided to give priority re-
sulting in Natta-Nelson’s 
case being adjourned. 
“We will wait to see 

which magistrate the 
matter will be sent before 
and we will make our de-
cision at that time.”

Questioned if they were 
looking to have the 
matter withdrawn after 
another adjournment 
Anthony said  they are 
just looking to defending 
the matter.

“We didn’t bring it so we 
can’t dump it. We have 
to defend it. It was set 
for today. It was set by 
a magistrate. We wanted 
to know if it will be dealt 
with by that magistrate 
but we didn’t get to ad-
dress it. In January 2020 
we will deal with it at that 
point.”

Natta-Nelson, who will 
do battle against Prime 

Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris in the upcom-
ing general elections in 
constituency seven, was 
formally arrested and 
charged on Oct. 10, 2018 
for failing to renew his 
Firearm Users License.

Natta-Nelson’s Firearm 
Users License expired 
December 31, 2017 and 
he  failed to renew the li-
cense within the lawfully 
stipulated period, which 
would have been on or 
before Jan. 31, contrary 
to section 44(4) of the 
Firearm Act (2009).

Section 44(5) of the 
Firearm Act states, “Any 
person who fails to pay 
the appropriate fee in 
accordance with the 
provisions of this sec-
tion commits an offence 

and, on summary con-
viction thereof before a 
Magistrate, shall be li-
able to a fine not exceed-
ing five thousand dollars 
and in default of payment 
to imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for a 
term not less than twelve 
months and not exceed-
ing three years.”

The weapon, along with 
25 rounds of ammuni-
tion, was confiscated 
by the Police on Oct. 8. 
Natta-Nelson was sub-
sequently granted bail 
in the sum of $10,000 
with two sureties for his 
appearance before the 
Basseterre Magistrate in 
December.

photo of Natta-Nelson leaving 
the Basseterre court house
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Former long serv-
ing Federation Prime 
Minister Dr. Denzil 
Douglas has been under 
investigation by Britain’s 
National Crime Agency 
since November after be-
ing detained as he tried 
to leave the UK with  
UK£70,000 ($92,000 
US) in cash, according 
to the Mail on Sunday 
newspaper. These are 
allegations he later de-
nied, claiming it was po-
litical tactic  of the Harris 
Government.

After the November 
16th incident, although 
he was released to travel 
to Dubai, his money has 
remained in Britain, ac-
cording to court records, 
in the custody of UK au-
thorities while the inves-
tigation proceeds.

As for Douglas, he has 
denied being arrested, 
contrary to a story pub-
lished in the Mail on 
Sunday. “This story is 
deliberately politically 
contrived. I was never 
arrested in the United 
Kingdom and I do not 
think there is any inten-
tion for any arrest on my 
part given the circum-
stances within that story,” 
Douglas told St Lucia 
Times by telephone.

“This is a matter that is 
receiving the attention of 
my lawyers and you will 
hear about it later,” the 
former Prime Minister 
told St Lucia Times.

He described the publi-
cation of the story as a 
vicious attempt pursued 

three weeks ago by a lo-
cal social media network 
of the coalition govern-
ment of Saint Kitts and 
Nevis.

But it should be pointed 
out the UK newspa-
per story, as well as the 
Observer’s, did not say 
Dr. Douglas was arrested.  
It clearly explained he 
was temporally detained 
because of the amount 
of undeclared cash found 
in his airline carry on 
luggage. A UK law en-
forcement source said: 
‘He told them it was for 
political campaigning but 
could not explain where 
it came from and where it 
was really going.’ 

They added: ‘He was 
pulled up by Border 
Force and he declared he 
had a little bit of cash on 
him but something didn’t 
smell right and the search 
found the stash.’

Anti-money laundering 
rules state anyone leav-
ing the UK to travel to 
a non-EU country must 
declare any sum above 
$11,000 (£8,400). He ap-
parently hadn’t done this.

Officers seized the 
equivalent of more than 
£70,000 – in sterling, 
US dollars and eastern 
Caribbean dollars – 
from him on November 
16 when he could not 
explain why he was at-
tempting to leave the 
country with the cash.

Mystery surrounds the 
bizarre incident on which 
neither the Home Office 
nor police will comment.

Agents are now attempt-
ing to trace the origin of 
the cash.

However, the Mail on 
Sunday understands Dr 
Douglas is the subject of 
a probe by the National 
Crime Agency.

Officers were granted 
the right to hold the cash 
for a further six months 
by Crawley Magistrates’ 
Court on November 19, 
a claim which was veri-
fied to the Observer by 
the court.

Dr Douglas boarded a 
flight to Dubai empty 
handed.

It is understood he ar-
rived in Britain on 
November 13 and was 
detained leaving three 
days later.

However the incident is 
embarrassing to Britain 
given the praise heaped 
upon Dr Douglas in 2011. 
Offering his ‘warmest 
congratulations’ at his 
promotion to the Privy 
Council, the then Prime 
Minister Mr Cameron 
said: ‘I believe that this 
appointment is fitting for 
a Prime Minister with 
many years of loyal ser-
vice to Her Majesty and I 
look forward to working 
with Dr Douglas in years 
to come.’

Dr. Douglas said he be-
lieves ‘millions’ are be-
ing spent to tarnish his 
name ahead of the elec-
tions that are due in 2020. 
“Because some one is 
uncomfortable with the 

last result of the polls that 
they have looked at.”

He noted that despite the 
claims he was able to 
travel to England and re-
turn without any trouble. 
“After all of this I have 
been back to England in 
fact I came back from 
England two weeks ago. 
Why is it I can go to 
England and return after 
all that they are saying.”

Dr. Douglas also claimed 

that all the campaign 
finances that has been 
collected abroad has 
been accounted for. 
“Whenever I go abroad 
and raise funds for the 
party all of the money is 
accounted for. The chair-
man nor the treasurer of 
the party, could never 
be accused of not giv-
ing a proper account for 
the funds that have been 
collected.

Dr. Douglas also made 

several unsubstantiated 
claims against the gov-
ernment regarding the 
article.

The government through 
the Prime Minister’s 
Press secretary was con-
tacted by The Observer 
for comment and indi-
cated that a response will 
come later in the week. 
Up until press time this 
publication had not re-
ceived any statement. 

Former PM says article  
originated in SKN

Dr. Douglas calls out  
Daily mail article
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“Mr Brantley is clueless as it 
relates to these factors. If you 
are dissect the budget
the first thing is that there is no 
hope in the budget whatsoever.”

By Monique Washington 

The leader of the Nevis 
Reformation Party 
(NRP), Robelto Hector 
has expressed disap-
pointment over the lack 
of representation for 
the Opposition during 
the sitting of the Nevis 
Island Administration 
2020 budget, which he 
describes as ‘empty.’

Hector said that he has 
gone through the 2020 
NIA budget and in his 
opinion it is ‘empty.’

 “Mr Brantley is clueless 

as it relates to these fac-
tors. If you are dissect 
the budget the first thing 
is that there is no hope in 
the budget whatsoever.”

He said that there will 
be no new taxes but they 
will be increasing the 
prices at the hospital, 
increasing the prices at 
the offshore sector and it 
does not show in anyway 
how he is going “to drive 
that deficit.” 
Hector said that the bud-
get does nothing to sug-
gest any new source of 
employment “nothing 
on geothermal, our air-
port crisis again, nothing 
about B and L, nothing on 

tourism. Last year’s bud-
get he promised a new 
hotel in St James and one 
in Gingerland now we 
have a new budget and 
we don’t hear anything 
about them. Nothing new 
he has offered us.”

He continued, “The pil-
lars of economy that we 
have relied on  all along 
is not generating any-
thing. Again I say there 
is no hope in the budget.” 

Last week the Premier 
of Nevis and Minister of 
Finance, Mark Brantley 
presented the Nevis 

Island Administration’s 
(NIA) $239.7 tax-free 
2020 budget. The budget 
debate lasted three days, 
during a period which the 
lone member of opposi-
tion, Joseph Parry was 
not present due to illness.

Speaking with the 
Observer on Tuesday 
(December 10), Hector 
believed that the NRP 
should have had some 
representation during the 
budget in the form of 
an elected Senator and 
pointed out that Parry is 
not the current leader of 
NRP. “A senator should 
be in the house. Mr. Parry 
has not been appointed 
leader of the Opposition 

he is just there as a sin-
gle member, the reason 
for that is because the 
Constitution says that 
there must be at least 
one other individual with 
him.” 

He noted that since the 
election of 2017, the 
Governor General has 
not appointed a nominat-
ed member to sit on the 
opposition benches in the 
Nevis Island Assembly. 

Hector explained that 
because he was a part 
of the last election when 
the Concerned  Citizens 
Movement won he does 
not qualify to be an elect-
ed as a senator. 

He explained, “It would 
appear that some present-
day politicians are of the 
view that section 58 of 
our constitution prevents 
the Governor General 
from acting in his own 
deliberation. We would 
recall that after the St. 
Kitts-Nevis Constitution 
Order 1983 became law 
in St. Kitts-Nevis cre-
ating the Nevis Island 
Assembly and its mem-
bers installed all seats 
were returned in favour 
of the Nevis Reformation 
Party.”

“The Governor General 
then, in accordance with 
the constitutional provi-
sion of section 56(3) with 
the support of Dr. Simeon 
Daniel appointed a nomi-
nated member in the per-
son of the late Frederick 
Anderson Parris to sit 
in the opposition in the 
Nevis Island Assembly.” 
he said.

Hector- NIA’s  
Budget empty

NrP leader not pleased with lack  
of representation  
during budget
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By Monique Washington  

General Manager of the Four Seasons Nevis, 
Gonzalo Güelman Ros has resigned his position ef-
fective next month. No reason for his departure has 
yet been given.

The announcement that Ros has tendered his resig-
nation and will be in effect as of January 2020 was 
made during a Four Seasons staff town hall meeting 
Thursday (December 12), 

Güelman Ros joined the resort in late 2017. He was 
appointed mid way into the  resorts $40 million 
upgrade that included refurbishing all rooms, de-
veloping new parking, a new reception area, a new 

entrance, new restaurants, a new pool, extension 
to the pier extension to the pier, beach protection 
work and several other significant back-of-house 
improvements at the resort.

The resort reopened in October after being closed for 
three months to facilitate the refurbishment project. 

Four Seasons
Manager to

resign
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The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Olympic Committee 
(SKNOC) continues to 
partner with its Member 

Federations in provid-
ing athletes and coaches 
with much needed train-
ing opportunities and 
assistance to further 
enhance not only their 
personal development 
but their sport as well. 

The SKNOC has there-
fore funded the entire 
cost of two (2) partici-
pants in an Association 
of National Olympic 
Committees of the 
Eastern Caribbean 

States (ANOCES) 
“Javelin Throws 

Training Academy,” 
currently ongoing at 
the National Stadium in 
Grenada. The Athletics 

Academy caters to 
youth athletes aged 15 
to 18 years. 

The SKNOC in collabo-
ration with St Kitts and 
Nevis Athletics (SKN 
Athletics) has endorsed 
the selection of Ms 
Cadence Stanley who 
is currently on the SKN 
Athletics Carifta 2020 

Development Squad. 
The athlete will be ac-
companied by Coach 
Terrence Romney, an 
IAAF CECS Level 
1 Certified Throws 
Coach. 

The training ends on 
Friday 13th December 
2019. We wish both 
athlete and coach well 
and encourage them to 
take the training very 
seriously and to share 
what they learn at the 
Athletics 

Academy with others 
locally upon their retur

SKNoC will be represented  
                 at the Annual ANoCES  
                  Academy in Grenada 
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Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris has expressed his 
profound gratitude to 
the hundreds of persons 
who have showered 
him with goodwill and 
love as he celebrates 
his 55th birthday today, 

December 06. 

Throughout the day, 
many nationals, at 
home and abroad, took 
to social media and 
the radio airwaves to 
extend special birth-
day greetings to the 
honourable prime min-
ister. Congratulatory 

messages were extended 
by Cabinet colleagues, 
constituents, represen-
tatives of the religious 
community, industry 
leaders and public 
servants who wished 
Prime Minister Harris 
well and expressed high 

hopes that he continues 
his outstanding leader-
ship and service at its 
best. 

One individual ex-
pressed, “A special hap-
py birthday to a great 
man, a distinguished 
leader and a great dad. 
May you continue to be 

a productive leader and 
do good for all the peo-
ple of the Federation.” ]

Another national ex-
tended birthday greet-
ings “to the best Prime 

Minister in the world. 
May you live to see 
many more in good 
health and be vibrant 
and ready to lead as 
our Prime Minister for 
another term.” Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris was born on 
December 6, 1964.  

Throughout the day, many 
nationals, at home and 
abroad, took to social media 
and the radio airwaves to ex-
tend special birthday greet-
ings to the honourable 

Pm Harris Celebrates Birthday  
With Goodwill 
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I want to congratulate 

the young men who 

have determined in 

their own minds that it 

is not worth it to shoot, 

to kill, to maim; that it is 

not worth it to restrict 

themselves into gangs; 

St. Kitts And Nevis’ 
Crime Reduction 
Strategy Being Shared 
As a Regional Best 
Practice 

The highly success-
ful Crime Reduction 

Strategy employed by 
the Ministry of National 
Security in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, that has yielded 
unprecedented results in 
the overall reduction in 
gang related incidents 
this year, is being stud-
ied by regional partners.
[Text 

This is an achievement 
that Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, believes all 
civil-minded citizens 
and residents should be 

proud of

We should be proud 
that our efforts are be-
ing acknowledged and 
that other nations are 

looking for us to share 
what we are learning. 
Things are changing for 
the better in St. Kitts 
and Nevis and every 
progressive citizen and 
resident commends 
the government on 
the success of the so-
called Peace Initiative. 
It is perhaps the most 
successful interven-
tion in crime fighting 
over the last 20 years,” 
said Prime Minister 
Harris on Wednesday 
(December 04) during 
his press conference

 prime minister stated 
that members of the 
police High Command 
recently presented 
the country’s Crime 
Reduction Strategy at 
a meeting organised 
by the British National 
Crime Agency, respon-
sible for Barbados and 
the Eastern Caribbean

 men in St. Kitts and 
Nevis are pursuing 
alternative paths of re-
sponsible living while, 
at the same time, avoid-
ing crime and violence

I want to congratulate 
the young men who 
have determined in 
their own minds that it 
is not worth it to shoot, 
to kill, to maim; that it 
is not worth it to restrict 
themselves into gangs; 
that it is not worth it 
not being able to leave 
West Basseterre and 
McKnight to go to East 
Basseterre or Cayon or 
to go around this very 
small country. But it 
is worth it to lay down 
their arms and it is worth 
it to try again and make 
an effort at a responsible 
living

The honourable prime 
minister applauded 
these young and “all 
those of our citizens and 
residents who are doing 
something to promote 
law and order,” and 
noted that this period 
of peace “is making life 
and living better for all 
of us.”  

 

St. Kitts And Nevis’  
Crime reduction  

Strategy Being Shared  
As a regional  
Best Practice 
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By Petra Mc Sheene

he main events of Sugar 
Mas 48 draws closer 
the spotlight will be 
placed on some of the 
local bands and artistes. 
Among those expected 
to play a significant role 
is the multi award win-
ning NuVybes Band, 
also known as the Sugar 
Band. 

Lead Vocalist Gregory 
‘Mention’ Hobson 
spoke to the Observer 
and said the Band was 
formed in 1987 when 
a group of high school 
students decided to push 
further with their musi-
cal careers. The band 
was called ‘Nu Vybes’ 
because the group was 
one of the first to form 
a band with high school 
students. So they con-
sidered themselves a 
new generation of mu-
sicians and were bring-
ing a ‘new vibes’ on the 
scene. The ‘Y’ in Vybes 
represents the youth of 
the band. 

Hobson said when he 
was approached in 1989 
to become a member of 
the band he jumped at 
the opportunity because 
he was a lover of music 
and had a passion for the 
industry. 

Since then Nu Vybes 
Band has won the Sugar 
Mas Road March Title 
five times over the years 
with their songs ‘Hand 
Signal’ in 1996; ‘Street 
Style’ in 1997; ‘Sugar’ 
in 2001; ‘Step Up’ in 
2002 and Ting Lang in 
‘2005’.

      The musical journey 
has not always been easy 
for the Nu Vybes Band. 
Hobson highlighted 
some of the obstacles the 
band had to overcome 
through the years.  “We 
have a lack of support 
when it comes to corpo-
rate sponsorship, lack of 
venues. Whereas Nevis 
has Nevis Performing 
Arts Centre, St. Kitts 
doesn’t have such a 
venue although St. Kitts 
has more established 

artists and band than 
Nevis does. We need 
a lower duty free rate 
when bringing in mu-
sical equipment,” he 
explained.

He continued,“One of 
the major things that 
we are challenged with 
is having the personnel 
within the music indus-
try that is professional 
enough to help with car-
rying the music. We are 
lacking in marketing, 
talent managers, and 
professional engineers. 
We are lacking in a lot of 
these things that could 
help propel the bands 
and the artistes forward.” 

In November the Nu 
Vybes Band was the first 
of the major local bands 
to release their album for 
Sugar Mas 48 dubbed 
‘Sugar Band in Five.’ 

Hobson said that he likes 
all of the Road March ti-
tles but the song with the 
most impact is ‘Sugar’ as 
it played homage to the 
band itself being known 

as the ‘sugar band’. 

When asked how it felt 
to be the first band to put 
out their music Hobson 
notes, “it’s rewarding to 
release early. The em-
phasis is not really to re-
lease first, it’s to release 
as early as possible.” 

Fans of the Band can 
find their new album 
on various platforms 
such as ITunes, Apple 
Music, Spotify, Shazam, 
Amazon and Tidal. 

Over the years, the band 
has been involved nega-
tive comments and has 
even been referred to 
as the ‘day care band’ 
as a younger audience 
always flock towards 
them while on the road 
for carnival.

When asked about 
this Hobson told the 
Observer, “The one 
about the day care is 
probably true because 
we have a lot of young 
fans. We can’t help, 
young people listen 

something that is appeal-
ing to them. There is no 
shame in the name for 
that. We welcome every 
generation of fans.”

The band also got a 
reputation of having 
fights starts while they 
are playing but Hobson 
notes it is not encour-
aged by their music. “In 
terms of causing fights, 
there is not one song that 
Nu Vybes Band has ever 
recorded subjecting any 
action or any adjective 
that suggests violence.” 

Hobson added that that 
every appearance the 
band make does not 
go as expected, but he 
would not label them re-
grets but refered to them 
as bad experiences. 

Nu Vybes Band is slated 
to be at several events 
for Sugar Mas 48 includ-
ing Flag & Wet Fete, 
Tek Dat Avenue. They 
will also be on the road 
for Jouvert morning 
providing music for the 
jouvert troupe Fantasy 

Revellers.

Hobson also had some 
words of advice to 
youths who wish to 
pursue a career in the 
music industry. “Go for 
it! Follow your dreams. 
You have to stay to what 
you believe in. Don’t go 
into music for the wrong 
reasons. Always choose 
a career that you have a 
passion for. Music and 
education walk the same 
road. Don’t put one 
above the next.”

“Even if you become 
musically inclined, the 
top musician in the 
world, you still need 
a business mind and 
backbone to protect that 
interest.” 

Hobson took the oppor-
tunity to say thanks to 
the most high, family, 
fellow musicians (band 
mates), the road crew 
and the fans. 

lead Vocalist Talks History  
of Nu Vybes Band

Nu Vybes Band at Sugar Mas Jouvert 2018
Members of Nu Vybes Band Hobson in Middle
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

As Miss Phenomenal 
2019 pageant draws near, 
the face behind it all Miss 
Karen St. Juste is about 
to get busy as she gets 
ready to organize another 
edition of the show. 

Described by her peers 
as a remarkable, out-
standing and incredible 
woman seeing a lack 
of self-esteem and self-
motivation in women, St. 
Juste decided to create a 
pageant geared towards 
giving women opportu-
nities to showcase their 
talents and use the stage 
as a platform to highlight 
issues women have to 
deal with on a daily basis.

Issues such as Domestic 
Abuse, Rape, Sexual 
Harassment in the work-
place, Mental Health and 
Gender Equality just to 
name a few. 

Being a contestant in 
three past shows herself, 

St. Juste had experience 
about the world of pag-
eantry and wanted to 
take her love and passion 
and turn into something 
that she can be proud of. 
“The word ‘phenomenal’ 
is not used as often to 
describe women, instead 
we women are called 
names such as pretty, 
sexy, and beautiful which 
are all good but basic. So 
I chose a word that is the 
epitome of a woman.” 

She continued, “This pag-
eant is for women who 
missed out on the oppor-
tunity to showcase their 
talent on other shows for 
different reasons such as 
becoming a mother at a 
young age, over the age 
limit or didn’t have the 
right body size.” 

Now in its third year, St. 
Juste told the Observer 
about some of the chal-
lenges she faced when 
first creating the show. 
“I was facing financial 
difficulties, it was really 

hard to convince business 
owners to give a sponsor 
and there were a few per-
sons that tried to discour-
age me.”  

In choosing potential 
contestants for future 
show, interested ladies 
can contact her on the 
pageant’s Facebook page 
or via her cell phone in 
which she chooses wom-
en on a first come, first 
served basis as not to de-
prive anyone from being 
a part of the show. 

This year will see five phe-
nomenal ladies in Juricia 
Powell, Lonyah Small, 
Monique Washington, 
Shecoma Greene-Henry 
and Kadeenda Saunders 
vying for the title of Miss 
Phenomenal 2019. 

The five ladies are from 
different backgrounds, 
with different person-
alities and represent-
ing different platforms 
will take the the stage 
on December 15th at 

Carnival Village as they 
try to win the hearts of the 
judges to be crowned the 
title of Miss Phenomenal 
2019-2020. 

The Observer has gath-
ered that the five con-
testants have already 
been attending practice 
sessions to prepare them-
selves for the show and 
have been making public 
appearances to boost pro-
motions and marketing 
including the National 

Carnival Bar Crawl 
held recently and other 
Carnival activities.  

The Miss Phenomenal 
Pageant does not have a 

full working committee 
but St. Juste  mentioned 
some individuals who 
have been with her as-
sisting to organise the 
pageant on a yearly basis.

She identified Kimoya 
Carey, Carmen Henry and 
Jason Amory of Movado 

Modelling Agency. She 
also makes mention of 
carnival chairman Noah 
Mills, committee mem-
ber Jonelle Rawlins, 
Serene Weekes, Janet 
Johnson and her close 
family and friends who 
has always been a source 
of support for her. 

When asked about com-
parisons between the 
former Big and Beautiful 
Show and her pageant, 
St. Juste said that her 
event is not a reboot of 
the former show that was 
specifically for plus size 
women. “This is a show 
that gives women the 
opportunity to portray 
another woman who she 
views as a role model for 
herself and the communi-
ty, be comfortable in their 
own skin when rocking 
the stage in custom made 
swimsuits and finally be 
the voice for the voice-
less in their performing 
talents.” 

Karen St. Juste- Phenomenal Woman;  
that is she.

Beauty, Brains, Talent and Galore

: 2019 Miss Phenomenal Contestants L-R: Juricia Powell, Lonyah Small, 
Shecoma Greene-Henry, Monique Washington, Kadeena Saunders

Miss Phenomenal Pageant 
Creator Karen St. Juste

“This pageant is for 
women who missed out 

on an opportunity to 

showcase their 
talent.”



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 13th, 2019 Page:25ADverTiSemeNT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 13th, 2019 NewSPage:26



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 13th, 2019NewS Page:27NewS Page:27



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 13th, 2019 NewSPage:28



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 13th, 2019NewS Page:29NewS

The Team Unity-led ad-
ministration of St. Kitts 
and Nevis has made sig-
nificant strides towards 
the empowerment of 
the differently-abled in 
society, cemented by 
the official commission-
ing of the Cibes A5000 
lift at Government 
Headquarters on 
Monday, December 9, 
2019

]The modern lift goes 
all the way to the top 
floor at Government 
Headquarters, providing 
differently-abled persons 
the opportunity and con-
venience of being able 
to conduct business with 
government officials on 
any level of the building

]“Your Team Unity ad-
ministration is dedicated 
to improving the lives 
of the differently abled,” 

said Prime Minister Dr. 
the Honourable Timothy 
Harris during Monday’s 
commissioning cer-
emony.[Text Wrapping 
Break]  

We have taken a variety 
of measures that will 
make a positive differ-
ence. Measures that im-
prove lives and create 
more opportunities. We 
have seen progress with 
the new East Line Bus 
Terminal having wheel-
chair ramps. The same 
can be said for the refur-
bished Basseterre Ferry 
Terminal and our Inland 
Revenue Department 
building on the Bay 
Road. As part of the up-
grade of the Island Main 
Road, we have ensured 
wheelchair accessible 
sidewalks have been 
included. The inclusion 
of wheelchair access on 

sidewalks is also seen 
with the work at the 
Frigate Bay Strip,” Dr. 
Harris added.

Now, the corporate sector 
is being encouraged to 
emulate the Government 

in making similar chang-
es that can further im-
prove lives and increase 
opportunities

Prime Minister Harris 
said, “Whether it is su-
permarkets and stores 
offering parking for 
the differently-abled 

or a business improv-
ing its facilities so more 
differently-abled people 
feel confident to pursue 
employment opportuni-

ties with that company. 
These are all steps that 
as a Government we will 
welcome but it is also up 
to society as a whole to 

also take up its responsi-
bility and show the way.”

The Cabinet, coming 
out of its formal meeting 
on Monday, December 
02, 2019, requested that 
the Ministry of Social 
Development prepare a 
database of differently-
abled persons and to re-
quest of business houses 
in and around Basseterre 
to have designated park-
ing spaces for those 
persons.[Text Wrapping 
Break] 

The Cabinet also agreed 
to ensure that a plot of 
land in the St. Peter’s 
area, in which the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Association of 
Persons with Disabilities 
is interested in, would be 
allocated to them at a rea-
sonable cost. 

Private Sector Urged To Empower 
And Uplift The Differently-Abled 

 variety of measures that will make 
a positive difference. Measures 

that improve lives and create more 
opportunities. We have seen pro-
gress with the new East line Bus 

Terminal having wheelchair ramps. 
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By Monique Washington 

Eleven junior St. Kitts and Nevis calypso performers  
will take the stage Sunday in hope of being selected 
for the Sugar Mas 48 competition on December 22. 
Only seven will be given get the nod during this elimi-
nation round. 

The Junior Calypso Primary school competition is 
opened for children between the ages of 8 years-old 
to 12 years old, while the Junior Calypso High School 
competition is opened for children 13 years of age to 
17. 

On Sunday (December 15),Khalique Cabey (The 
Kool kid), Dequon Hendrickson (Mighty D)  Rejaun 
Fyfield (Erastus), Ashkia Williams ( Lady Sunshine
),  Erismelyn  Rameirz  (Princess E-liz), Ajahmari 
Francis (De All Mighty Child)  De’jonique Harrigan 
( Princess Dee Dee) Amani Pearl Primus (Princess 
Mani) Christine Sanichar ( Princess Chrissy) Anthony 
Moving (De Herald),  Zyon  Harding (Lega-Z) will 
compete in a one round competition. 

Seven will be chosen to compete on December 22 
at the Sugar Mill (Warner Park) against reigning 
Primary School Junior Calypso Monarch Tianna 
Warner (Sweet T). 

The competition will be held on the same night as 
the National Carnival Talented Teen Pageant and the 
teenage Calypso competition. 

Seven High School Juniors are preparing to take 
on four time undefeated monarch Terron Webb 

(Invincible).

This year, the National Carnival Committee will also 
be introducing a Junior Soca Competition that will 
take place on December 19th, 2019 and will be paired 
with the National Carnival Best of the Rest Calypso 

competition. Interested parties may register at the 
National Carnival Secretariat or by contacting the 
National Carnival Chairman, Noah Mills directly. 

Seven will be chosen 

to compete on Decem-

ber 22 at the Sugar Mill 

(Warner Park) against 

reigning Primary 

School Junior Calypso 

Monarch Tianna Warner 

(Sweet T). 

Junior calypsonians prepare for eliminations  

Reigning king High School Junior 
Calypso Terron Invincible Webb 

Eleven Will Become Eight

Reigning queen Primary school 
Tianna   Sweet T Warner 
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