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St. Kitts and Nevis is expected to see more than 230 new, well-paid jobs over the next 24 
months as a direct result of the timely partnership established between Bank Of Nevis 
International Ltd (BONI) and the African Import Export Bank (Afreximbank).

BONI is an economic multiplier, and continues to act as a catalyst for the creation of quality 
employment. Its linkage with the Afreximbank will allow the region quick access to the US$700 
Million that its African partner has pledged to the Caribbean. This is also expected to generate 
hundreds of new jobs in the fi shing and energy sectors.

With its proactive approach, BONI has laid the foundation for the exponential growth of the 
bank. It has also invested heavily in technology.
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HOW WILL YOU FIX THIS UNSETTLING 
INCLINATION, DR. BRANTLEY?

The hallmark of a sound financial services industry is strong civil and commercial 
courts to hear disputes between parties when disagreements arise and the entities 
are unable to resolve these differences on their own.

There shouldn’t be any place for the police in these dealings. The police in these 
small islands can yield to political pressure as well as pressure from opposing busi-
ness interests and other concerns. 

People who use the services of offshore financial jurisdictions, do so mainly for 
asset planning and protection. The same way that the police get involved with 
situations that the civil and commercial courts should settle, the police can be 
encouraged to confiscate private properties, issue arrest warrants, publicise these 
warrants, thus causing irreparable harm to people and their businesses.

We note with disdain the actions of the Royal St. Kitts Nevis Police Force in issu-
ing arrest warrants and purporting to direct INTERPOL to act on such warrants for 
business disputes between past associates and friends. Matters which belong in a 
civil or commercial court. These actions are not only harmful to the reputation of 
the individuals, but can also do harm to the jurisdiction as well.

Politics often come into play in day-to-day activities. Dr. The Hon. Mark A G 
Brantley should address these issues. Readers want to know if some of the ongo-
ing situations are not targeted.

Targeted at Dr. Brantley - by going after persons doing business in Nevis and are 
known to him. Matters for the commercial courts are being tackled by the police. 
Could it be that political regime have tried to get at Dr. Brantley?

International Business Company (IBC) has its origins in 1984 in The British Virgin 
Islands.

In December 1980, officials of The British Virgin Islands journeyed to the 
American capitol, Washington DC, to finalize and sign the renewal of an existing 
double taxation treaty between The British Virgin Islands and The United States. 
This treaty facilitated for Americans doing business in The British Virgin Islands 
not to be required to pay taxes in the British Virgin Islands and that United States 
at the same time. They paid taxes only in the jurisdiction where their business 
operated and vice versa. 

President Ronald Reagan was inaugurated the very next month, January 1981. 
Reagan did not like the treaty, so he did not send it to Congress to be ratified, as is 
required by law. The treaty died. The result was that the British Virgin Islands lost 
revenue as the American Companies registered as doing business in The British 
Virgin Islands left.

Elections were held in October 1983, and a coalition led by Economist Cyril B. 
Romney formed the government.

Romney set about to find a replacement for the revenue lost by the departing US 
companies. The government looked at the secretive company law of the State of 
Delaware in The United States. It termed the International Business Company 
(IBC) ordinance. In 2 years, The BVI surpassed lost revenue from the earlier de-
parture of the United States Companies.

Later in 1984, Nevis passed an almost identical piece of legislation.

Today International Business Companies and Incorporations account for more 
than half of the total government US$362,000,000 annual revenue. There are more 
than 600,000 active companies. Government gets fees of US$450 for each com-
pany registered. This figure will increase to US$550 in January 2023.

By comparison, Nevis, which started it offshore financial services industry the 
same year as BVI, could only muster a mere 8500 total active companies, although 
it charges a mere $270 per company right now, and sees revenue of less than 

$10,000,000 annually.

Financial services industry by nature generate some litigations. Associates, friends 
and business people have differences all of the time, and the place to settle these 
issues is in the commercial courts.

Entities using offshore financial centres want to be certain that the rule of law is 
strong; that politics and politicians are not what govern the outcome of disputes; 
that arrest warrants are not issued for them or associates if there are disputes. 

Nevis copied the BVI offshore industry legislation, but did not copy the business-
like, business-friendly environment that the BVI has nurtured  

BVI does not issue arrest warrants and involve INTERPOL for matters that should 
be dealt with in the commercial courts. BVI understands the damage that could be 
done to a person’s reputation, and the reputation of the jurisdiction as well.

BVI insisted on setting up a commercial court, and provided great assistance to 
make the court possible.

Service providers have confidence in the BVI .The Civil and Commercial court is 
where business disputes are to be heard and determined, and the aggrieved party is 
made whole by ruling of the court.

How can a person be compensated when the state has tarnished his or her name 
by the issuance of international warrants, and plasters the internet with his or her 
name? What separates Nevis from Nicaragua and Myanmar? 

Clearly, Nevis has not really taken off as an important financial centre because of 
the lack of confidence by service providers worldwide. Although Nevis is known 
worldwide as the place with the best Trust legislation in the world, people are 
not flocking here.They may be afraid of being arrested if there is a falling out or 
dispute of terms and conditions. 

We hope to hear from Dr. Brantley during this campaign on how he plans to 
fix this.
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25 Remarkable Teens recognized 
for achievements, contributions

By Loshaun Dixon

Twenty-five teenag-
ers in St Kitts and 
Nevis were celebrated 
on the National stage 
at a Special Sitting 
of Parliament on 
Wednesday - recog-
nized for their achieve-
ments and contributions 
to the community and 
national service. The 
venue for the award 
ceremony was the St. 
Kitts Marriott Resort 
Ballroom. 

Each candidate had 
their profile read before 
getting introduced by 
the various MPs and 
presented with awards.

Speaker of the National 
Assembly Lanien 
Blanchette congratu-
lated the awardees for 
their impact on society.

“I wish to congratulate 
the respective award-
ees and remind you 
that tonight is an indi-
cation that you have 
made a positive im-
pact by your actions in 
various notable areas.” 
She also urged the 
young men and women 

to continue on their cur-
rent trajectory.

“I wish that you never 
become weary in your 
quest for excellence. 
This quest will continue 
to be rewarding to your-
self and your communi-
ties, if you continue to 
be your best in whatever 
it is you put your mind 
to.”

Minister of Youth 
Isalean Phillip said the 
occasion was to reward 
25 young people who 
have demonstrated 
excellence.

“Excellence as individ-
uals who have taken the 
initiative in their young 
and early years

to develop themselves to 
give service to the com-
munity, to the nation, 
through the work and 
efforts they have done 
through volunteerism.”

She said the award 
will not only recognize 
excellence in typical 
scholarly achievements 
or volunteerism, but 
also recognize and 
award displays and 
“demonstrations of 

strong character and 
civic responsibility with 
character traits of be-
ing able to persevere, 
determination for suc-
cess, determination to 
lead, and to shift life’s 
trajectories.”

“This program is not 
only a matter of recog-
nizing young people for 
things that they do, but 
encouraging them to 
continue being, and per-
severing as solid and de-
cent individuals who are 
here to support positive 

nation-building.”

Phillip said they also 
want to recognize that it 
is not just about receiv-
ing an award, but part of 
it also facilitates even 
greater involvement in 
the community.

“After tonight, these 
young people receiv-
ing awards will also be 
engaged to participate 
in project develop-
ments. They will iden-
tify a project, build 
some capacity among 

themselves, and work 
to execute that project 
which will be catered to 
building society volun-
teerism that they think 
is needed.”

She then hailed the 25 
teens and said that they 
give us confidence that 
the future is in safe 
hands.

“I hope that all of us can 
sit or stand, proud to see 
that these are young peo-
ple in St Kitts and Nevis, 
and they represent the 
future and the present. 
And I hope that we can 
sit and feel very proud 
and secure that our fu-
ture is in safe hands and 
have confidence in the 
human capital we have 
developing.”

The 2022 class of the 25 
Most Remarkable Teens 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
are: Ms. Dominique 
Williams, Sienna 
Henville and Maija Lake 
for Youth Activism; 
Maleek Queeley and 
Quinyka Bradshaw for 
a Personal Decision to 
Change; Daron Thomas 
for Scholar-Athlete 
and Leadership, and 
Dennidra Evelyn and 

Tei-Naaki Davis for 
Courage to Overcome. 

Awards in the cat-
egory of Sports went 
to Jahzara Claxton and 
Shamarie Roberts, while 
the awards for Scholar-
Athlete were presented to 
Kahly-el Ward, Jermahd 
Huggins, and Niran 
Warde. The award in 
Academics was present-
ed to Brianna Browne, 
while Academics and 
Spiritual Commitment 
was presented to Malika 
Benjamin.

Additional awards 
went to Devonte 
Browne and Brianna 
Paul for Leadership 
and Volunteerism; 
Tatiana Leader for 
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ; 
Zahra Browne for 
Entrepreneurship and 
Music; Laquandre 
Lowrie for Leadership 
and Sports; Shakim 
Forbes for Volunteerism; 
Omarion Bartlette for 
Most Promising; Donell 
Francis for Spirit of 
Hope; while Sidondre 
Flemming and Malachi 
Tucker-Gumbs were 
recognized for excel-
lence in Performing 
Arts.

The Remarkable Teens make their grand entrance

Jahzara Claxton receives her award from MP Shawn 
Richards
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Brantley: Relationship 
with Govt. “open and 

cooperative”

By Loshaun Dixon

Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley has 
claimed an improve-
ment in the relation-
ship between the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) and the Federal 
Government since 
Prime Minister Dr Drew 
took office, as it relates 
to matters of fair share.

Speaking on the radio 
Wednesday, Brantley 
was positive that the fair 
share issue would be a 
priority of the federal 
government after the 
budgetary process.

“This issue of fair share 
and how we decide 
how the country’s re-
sources are dealt with is 
paramount. The Prime 
Minister and I had a 

discussion on this very 
early in our first meet-
ing, and he proffered 
the idea of a six-person 
committee to look at 
this. We are hopeful that 
once we get past this 
budgetary period and 
settle down in the new 
year, that will be high 
on the agenda.”

Brantley described the 
new relationship be-
tween the NIA and the 
federal government as 
“open and cooperative.”

”It’s far more coop-
erative; and it’s a very 
good feeling when you 
don’t feel as if you’re 
always being stabbed 
in the back. I mean, that 
has been my perennial 
problem with the previ-
ous administration. 

I would sit with the 

Prime Minister as a 
senior person in the 
Cabinet and have a con-
versation, and you left 
knowing you can’t de-
pend on what was said 
to you.”

He said the current PM 
is a man of his word.

“So far, Prime Minister 
Drew has demon-
strated to me that if he 
says he’s going to do 
something, he’s done 
it. I think that Prime 
Minister Drew thus 
far has been a man of 
his word. I don’t al-
ways agree with him, 
but I respect that when 
somebody says this 
is what I will do, that 
they’d do it.”

Disagreements over 
the fair share of CBI 
revenues was one 

of the major fac-
tors that brought 
down the Team Unity 
Administration led by 
Dr Timothy Harris, in 
which Brantley also 
served as a senior cabi-
net minister.

Brantley also indicated 
that the federal govern-
ment has shown inter-
est to collaborate on 
geothermal for Nevis.

“The last item that I 
would mention that is 
very high on the agenda 
is the recent collabora-
tion which I really wel-
come with the Federal 
Government, on the 
exploration of renew-
able energy, specifical-
ly Geothermal Energy. 
The project in Nevis 
goes to the Caribbean 
Development Bank’s 
Board on December 9.”

Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley (R) shakes hands with Prime Minister Dr Terrance Drew



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 2nd, 2022 LOCAL NEWSPage:6 ADVERTISEMENT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 2nd, 2022LOCAL NEWS Page:7

Romantic-comedy filmed on Nevis hits 
screens worldwide for the holiday season
NIA 

Lionsgate release 
“Christmas in Paradise”, 
an MSR Media movie 
filmed on the tropical 
island of Nevis, hits the-
atres in North America 
in time for the holiday 
season.

The romantic-comedy 
stars Kelsey Grammer 
(Frasier), Elizabeth 
Hurley (Bedazzled), 
Billy Ray Cyrus 
( G r a m m y - Aw a r d -
Singer), Nathalie Cox 
(Clash of the Titans), 
and Naomi Frederick 
(Father Christmas Is 
Back). Hurley, Cox, 
and Frederick are three 
sisters who chase their 
father (Grammer) to the 
island paradise where 
he has joined his pal 
(Cyrus) at a beach-side 
resort, enjoying the re-
laxing island life. Love 
and laughter ensue as the 
daughters discover why 
their father has fallen in 
love with the island.

The movie, the eighth 
feature that MSR 
Media has filmed on 
Nevis, was written by 
MSR Media producer 
Philippe Martinez, 
and Megan Brown 
Martinez. “Christmas in 
Paradise” is out now in 
select theatres and is also 
available on Digital, On 
Demand, Blu-Ray, and 
other streaming plat-
forms including Apple 
Tv.

This comes as a sig-
nificant step in the right 
direction as the island 
of Nevis looks to build 
out it’s fledging film in-
dustry, part of the Nevis 
Island Administration’s 
(NIA) forward-thinking 
economic diversification 
plan.

Premier of Nevis, Hon. 
Mark Brantley, says so 
far, the film industry is 
developing into a viable 
alternative in the expan-
sion of the economy 
away from dependence 

on its mainstay, Tourism.

“In addition to the 90 
jobs created locally since 
MSR Media moved 
operations to Nevis less 
than two years ago, we 
have seen the spin-offs 
for the shops, restaurants, 
telecommunications and 
service providers, and 
others. We have also 
witnessed local people 
getting a chance right 
here in Nevis and on St. 
Kitts to pursue careers 
behind and in front the 
camera- whether it’s act-
ing, directing, make-up, 
lighting, sound, editing, 
costumes, set design, 
or even catering, our 
people are seeing and 
feeling and participating 
in a brand-new indus-
try being built from the 
ground up.”

Premier Brantley spoke 
to the tourism ele-
ment generated by the 
new industry. Major 
scenes in “Christmas In 
Paradise” were filmed 
at the world-famous 
Sunshine’s Beach Bar- 
home of the Killer Bee 
rum punch; Chrishi 
Beach Club, Hermitage 
Plantation Inn, The Gin 
Trap, Nevis Artisan 
Village, and the historic 
St. Thomas’ Anglican 
Church.

“Each film is viewed 
by millions world-wide, 
which in turn means a 
massive marketing coup 
for our little island and 
country.”

MSR Media recently an-
nounced another 35 films 
over the next five years, 
a move the Premier said 
would certainly attract 
other players and allied 
services into the island 
and Federation.

“I am exceedingly proud 
that when others saw 
the impossible the NIA 
and MSR saw the pos-
sible. If we continue on 
this path then we would 
have ushered into being 
the first new industry 
to our beloved country 

since the Citizenship By 
Investment Program.”

Hon. Brantley thanked 
MSR Media for the ex-
cellent partnership in 
helping to develop and 
build this new indus-
try on the island. MSR 
Media is presently film-
ing its ninth feature film 
on Nevis, a drama titled 
“Strictly Confidential”.
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Stapleton-Simmonds: NRP 
ready to clean up NIA

By Loshaun Dixon

Deputy Leader of The 
Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP), Cleone 
Stapleton-Simmonds, 
has said her party 
stands ready to clean 
up the state of affairs 
of the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) if 
they were to take offi ce 
following the December 
12 elections.

Stapleton-Simmonds 

accused the current 
NIA of being unable to 
complete projects it has 
undertaken.

“We are mindful that we 
have to do a lot of clean-
ing up. We are commit-
ted to continuing those 
projects, especially 
the extension at the 
Alexandra Hospital. We 
are committed to health 
care. We are committed 
to improving the stan-
dard of health care on 

Nevis.”

She said whatever state 
they inherit the exten-
sion, they would have to 
continue that particular 
project.

“Once NRP get back 
into government, we 
have a lot of work to 
do.”

Stapleton-Simmonds, 
who is the incumbent 
representative for Nevis 
5, slammed the Brantley 

administration’s record 
on not being able to 
complete projects.

“The present NIA had 
over $500M in budget-
ary support, and we 
can’t have not even 
one completed project. 
I think that speaks to 
the poor fi scal man-
agement of the present 
administration.”

Addressing the econ-
omy, she said that the 
island had seen no new 
money in the last seven 
years.

“There is no new money 
being injected into the 
Nevis economy, and 
that is causing a signifi -
cant problem. This is 
factual, because budget 
after budget for the past 
seven years has been in 
a defi cit.  We know our 
expenses continue to in-
crease, and at the same 
time, the revenue is not 
growing.”

Stapleton-Simmonds 
blames it on the leader-
ship style of the present 
administration. “The 
present administration 

has a dependence on 
CBI proceeds and bud-
getary proceeds from 
St Kitts, for it to sustain 
itself 

The NRP candidate said 
there has been no real 
development for the 
people of Nevis.

“If we were to make a 
true assessment look-
ing at where we were 
and where we are now, 
we have not grown as 
a country. Yes, we have 
had infrastructural de-
velopment...in  terms 
of actually empowering 
people from an eco-
nomic standpoint, from 
a social standpoint, we 
are not seeing it reso-
nate with people on the 
ground.”

She described 
Concerned Citizens’ 
Movement (CCM)’s 
current governance as a 
welfare system.

“We do recognize that 
this welfare type of 
system is not working. 
It cannot work; there is 
no long-term sustain-
able development that 

can be initiated from 
this type of approach.”

Stapleton-Simmonds 
said they have to fi nd 
a way to diversify the 
economy, and promised 
to emulate the Drew 
administration and im-
plement an economic 
task force. 

“To guide us...we must 
be able to look at the 
fi scal affairs of Nevis. 
It is looking gloomy, 
but we are on the out-
side looking in, and 
have no idea how dras-
tic or depressing the 
situation may be. We 
know the economy has 
been stagnant for quite 
a while; we appreci-
ate there will be fi scal 
challenges when we do 
get into offi ce, and will 
need expert and techni-
cal advice to assist us 
in putting a solid and 
sound economic plan in 
place to have revenue 
creation.”

Local elections to de-
termine the fate of the 
NIA for the next fi ve 
years will be held on 
Monday, December 12.

Nevis Reformation Party’s Deputy Leader, Cleone Stapleton-Simmonds
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Longstanding Debate on the Offi cial 
St. Kitts and Nevis Coat of Arms Ends

Press Secretary’s Offi ce

The St. Kitts and Nevis National 
Archives has confi rmed the offi cial 
Coat of Arms for the Federation of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

The national symbol has gone 
through a series of transformation 
over the years which have confused 
many nationals and non-nationals. 
However, this longstanding debate 
has fi nally ended. 

The original image as displayed be-
low has been enhanced and placed 

in high resolution to accommodate 
various uses from large signage to 
letterheads. All government para-
phernalia are being changed to de-
pict the approved national symbol.

The Coat of Arms was adopted in 
1983 with the inscription of our 
country’s motto “Country Above 
Self”. The center of the Coat of 
Arms is a shield with a lighter at the 
base of it in full sail. A red chevron 
is depicted above it highlighted by 
two poinciana fl owers, our national 
fl ower. At the top of the shield is the 
head of a Carib, one of the fi rst in-
habitants on our twin-island nation, 

with a fl eurde-lis and a rose on ei-
ther side. The fl eur-de-lis and the 
rose connote our country’s French 
and English infl uences. A helmet 
topped with battlements of a fl am-
ing torch upheld by the hands of an 
African, European, and the other of 
mixed descent. 

The torch signifi es the struggle and 
quest for freedom by a people of 
diverse ethnic origins united in pur-
pose. Supporting the shield are our 
nation’s national bird, the pelicans, 
with extended wings next to a sugar 
cane plant and a coconut palm tree 
illustrating our fertile lands.
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PROPERTY FOR SALE
House for sale in 

Colquhoun’s Estate
Asking Price: $2.5 million USD

Contact: nevishouses@gmail.com
869.663.8910

Vacancy
Chopsticks is looking fo 3 PANASIAN Chefs

Minimum 7 years experience
Email ChopstiskSkb@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Edwin Tailor

Needed one Tailor with 2 Years Experience
Contact: 765-6048

Vacancy
Good Taste and Value Jerk Spot

Helper
664-0818

Vacancy
Furniture Manufacturer

Need  a Carpenter
Contact:669-5321

Vacancy
Kubo Sushi

Sushi Chef & Kitchen Assistant
Two years experience

Email:kubosushi22@gmail.com

Vacancy
Sea View Farms

New River Estate
Seeking One Farm Worker

661-0135

Vacancy
Advance Building Maintenance System

Seeking: One Commercial Cleaner 
Contact Information: 

Abmsystemskb@gmail.com
Tel: (869) 663 8714

Vacancy
Divine Rentals

Lower Government Road
Assistant Manager

Must speak French & Spanish
Call: 661-8979

WhatsApp: 764-8979

House for Rent
3 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom at 
Brown Pasture Main Road

665-2970

House for Rent
SAND DOLLAR DIVERS LIMITED

Seeking: One Certifi ed Diver
Contact Information: 869-668-6732

WANTED
one goldsmith and 2 sales rep. 

Store name: RK Gems 
Store number 2, building 16

port Zante

Number 18697654857
Contact person hema persaud 
Email rkgemsint@gmail.com

Qualifi cations is experience in the re-
spected fi elds for at least 3 years

Retail store located  @ #8 St Kitts Marriot 
Hotel THE PERFUME PLACE  is looking 
to employ any one with cosmetics perfume 
and leather goods experience. Must be fl ex-
ible with hours and days of work .contact 
email is : marriotperfumes@gmail.com

P Mall
Needed One Cashier
Contact: 661-3152

Suntones
Two Staff Workers Needed

Contact: 469-1380

PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN

STONEY GROVE ESTATE
CHARLESTOWN, NEVIS

5,246.9 SQUARE FEET WITH 
DWELLING HOUSE

LIST PRICE EC$750,000.00
CONTACT: 667-7477

:469-5645
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PAP set for major revamp
By Loshaun Dixon

The Poverty Alleviation 
Programme (PAP) was 
launched in December 
2018 and is being signif-
icantly revamped by the 
current Administration, 
owing to past manage-
ment that lacks financial 
prudence.

This development 
was confirmed by 
Minister of Community 
Development and Social 
Services, Dr Geoffrey 
Hanley.

Hanley said when the 
St. Kitts-Nevis Labour 
Party won the General 
Elections on August 5th 
2022, there were 7,469 
payees receiving either 
regular PAP or PAP as 
expanded for COVID. 

“The monetary 
value for each was 
EC$3,480,000.00, pay-
able to 6,960 regular 
PAP beneficiaries and 
EC$254,500.00 to 
PAP as expanded for 
COVID, [payable]

to 509 beneficia-
ries. This totalled a 
grand payout of EC 
$3,734,500.00.”

He said the figures are 
alarming for three rea-
sons, noting that based 
on the numbers the re-
sult of the PAP would 
infer that 43 per cent 
of the households in 
the Federation earn less 
than $3000. Secondly, 
he said the annual bud-
getary allocation for 
the Poverty Alleviation 
Programme is just $32 
million, and as of July 
31st 2022, the pro-
gramme had spent over 

$26 million.

“This left a balance of 
over $6M for the re-
maining five months of 
the year.

He added that there was 
a public outcry that not 
all eligible households 
were being serviced by 
this programme, despite 
the number of payees.

“As you can see, con-
tinuing the Poverty 
Alleviation Programme 
as it was, was not finan-
cially prudent.”

Hanley pointed out that 
one of his first actions as 
Minister was to remove 
100 civil servants from 
the PAP.

“My first action related 
to this programme was 
to direct the Treasury 
to cease payment to 
any public servant 

with a salary above 
EC$3,000.00 – the 
eligibility criteria for 
enrollment. This re-
sulted in 100 persons 
being removed from 
the payee list, sav-
ing the Government 
EC$50,000.00 per 
month.  Full disclo-
sure, the monthly 
salaries for those who 
were removed ranged 
from EC$3,018.00 to 
EC$5,291.00.”

He said the Treasury 
Department then pro-
ceeded to temporarily 
seize any payment to 
any account which did 
not have a valid or veri-
fiable social security 
number.

“This practice remains 
in effect up to the pres-
ent. As of October 31st 
2022, 6569 regular PAP 
payments were made 
for a total of $3,284,500 

with another 395 pay-
ments made to PAP co-
vid beneficiaries for a 
total of $197,500.

He added that since the 
new administration has 
taken office, regular 
PAP payees have been 
reduced by 391, includ-
ing 100 civil servants, 
and the remaining 291 
- which included deaths 
and households earn-
ing more than $3,000 
and the temporary 
suspensions.

Hanley said the 
COVID-expanded PAP 
recipients numbers de-
creased by 114 payees.

The Minister said on 
October 3rd 2022, 
the Ministry of Social 
Development and 
Gender Affairs re-
ceived from the 
Ministry of Sustainable 
Development, files 

related to the ap-
plication for the 
Poverty Alleviation 
Programme. 

He disclosed that a 
preliminary examina-
tion of the informa-
tion has revealed some 
inconsistencies.

“Not all payees have an 
actual application on 
file. The central reason 
for this was a process 
called ‘Ministerial 
Submission’, whereby 
any member of Cabinet 
could have submitted 
to the attention of the 
Treasury Department, 
a listing of persons to 
be added without any 
Verification.”

He said as a result of the 
submissions, no Social 
Security Number was 
being provided.

“Incorrect application 
information, which in-
cluded names, made it 
possible for one person 
to receive two ben-
efits by switching their 
names. 

“For example - John 
James Doe and James 
John Doe. Next, the 
incorrect banking in-
formation. As for the 
banking information, 
this led to incorrect 
posting to banking ac-
counts not belonging to 
the beneficiary, which 
without a waiver or 
consent, the state had 
difficulty requesting or 
receiving the return of 
the funds.”

Hanley asserted that 
since the start of the 
programme, no one 
has graduated out of 
it. “Though promised 

since the inception of 
the programme, case 
management has not 
been provided. As a 
result, no individual 
or household has for-
mally graduated from 
the programme since 
December 2018.”

He said that the prac-
tice was alarming for 
two reasons.

“The first is that such an 
omission defies the best 
practice of a cash trans-
fer system whereby a 
clear graduation date is 
provided. Secondly, the 
programme has moved 
away from an assistant 
to a requirement for liv-
ing. The beneficiaries 
require assistance to 
meet their basic needs, 
instead of using it to 
correct challenges and 
advance.”

He said that based 
on these and earlier 
findings, the federal 
cabinet took a decision 
of a registration pro-
cess to be undertak-
en to regularize the 
Poverty Alleviation 
Programme.

“Regularization means 
that the new process 
will ensure that all 
payees have a valid ap-
plication form that can 
be used to confirm the 
eligibility criteria of 
the household earning 
less than $3,000 per 
month. The registration 
process is open to all 
present eligible payees, 
and to any person who 
had not yet applied for 
or received a PAP ben-
efit, but the household 
circumstances fit the 
eligibility criteria.”

Minister of Community Development and Social Services, Dr Geoffrey Hanley
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Peets calls for peaceful NIA elections
By Loshaun Dixon

New Supervisor of 
Elections in St Kitts and 
Nevis, Oaklyn Peets, is 
calling for peaceful local 
elections, as the people 
of Nevis set to head to the 
polls in island elections 
on Monday, December 
12.

Last week, Premier of 
Nevis Mark Brantley an-
nounced that the Elections 
will be on that date, 
with nomination Day on 
Monday, December 5. 
Since the announcement, 
the two major parties 

– Concerned Citizens’ 
Movement (CCM) and 
Nevis Reformation Party 
(NRP) - have been ready-
ing themselves for the 
elections. Also readying 
themselves were elec-
toral offi cials, led by the 
Supervisor of Elections.

In a statement, Peets 
urged for the public to pay 
attention to the Electoral 
Offences, all of which car-
ry prison terms and fi nes, 
and noted that they will 
be published. “I invite the 
public to join all electoral 
workers to ensure that 
the elections are peace-
ful, and that each person 

gets one vote in the right 
place. All eligible voters, 
duly registered, are urged 
to exercise their franchise 
by voting on polling day. 
If you are not registered, 
do not attempt to vote, 
and do not impersonate a 
voter.”

He also indicated the nec-
essary and appropriate 
steps have been taken to 
give effect to this Writ of 
Elections.

Peets reminded that in 
this election there are 
5 electoral districts, 
and added that for each 
District, a Returning 

Offi cer has been appoint-
ed. In District 1 - Kevin 
Barrett; District 2 -Rohan 
Claxton; District 3 - 
Floyd Robinson; District 
4 - Ermileta Elliott, 
and District 5 - Tricia 
Williams.

“These offi cers will be at 
the nomination sites from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to 
receive nominations as 
stipulated by law.”

The Supervisor also an-
nounced the following 
sites for Nomination Day.

District 1: Magistrate 
Court, Charlestown

District 2: Albertha Payne 
Community Centre, Bath 
Village

District 3: Hanleys Road 
Community Centre

District 4: Newcastle 
Police Station

District 5: Cotton Ground 
Police Station

Candidates are to be nom-
inated by at least two vot-
ers who are registered in 
the constituency in which 
the candidate seeks elec-
tion, subject to the condi-
tions set out in section 62 
of part IV of the Act. 

“In due course, an an-
nouncement will be made 
of the names of the can-
didates who have been 
nominated,” Peets added. 

He said the Register of 
Voters for this election 
and the breakdown will 
be provided shortly, while 
the sites of polling stations 
will be the same as those 
that were used on August 
5th, except those that 
were at the Charlestown 
Methodist Church Hall. 

“Please pay attention to 
ensure that you know 
where your polling sta-
tion is. The information 
will also be displayed in 
the public domain, on-
line and at the Electoral 
Offi ces in Charlestown 
and Basseterre.

“Polls will be open at 7:00 
a.m. and close at 6:00 p.m. 
However, any persons in 
line in the precinct of the 
polling station at 6 p.m. 
will be allowed to vote.” 

The Supervisor of 
Elections also indi-
cated that those whose 
National Identifi cation 
cards have expired, or 
have misplaced or lost 
cards, or persons whose 
cards are being held 
by others, once they 
are properly registered, 
will still be able to vote 
upon presentation of 
any other form of gov-
ernment-issued picture 
identifi cation. 

“These can be a pass-
port, driver’s license, 
or social security card. 
Other documents may be 
accepted, but the person 
will be required to take 

an oath. The Presiding 
Offi cers and agents of 
the candidates will also 
be equipped with picture 
lists to aid in the identifi -
cation of voters.”

He said that Presiding 
Offi cers, Polling Clerks 
and Tally Clerks will be 
appointed, and are man-
dated to undertake their 
assigned tasks without 
partiality, fear or favour. 

“The Presiding Offi cers 
will be responsible for 
the maintenance of or-
der at the polling sta-
tions. We know that you 
know what to do, but 
the Presiding Offi cers 
must repeat voter 
instructions.”

Peets added that can-
didates are allowed to 
be present, but they are 
NOT allowed to spend 
more than 5 minutes to-
gether with their agent. 

“The candidate is not al-
lowed to wander into any 
polling stations, only to 
those stations in which 
he/she is a candidate. I 
am asking all candidates 
to respect this section 
of the law as it is writ-
ten in Section 80 (1) in 
the National Assembly 
Election Act.”

Results will be broadcast 
on radio and television 
stations, and will be post-
ed online. Eventually, a 
report will be placed at 
the public libraries.

New Supervisor of Elections in St Kitts and Nevis, Oaklyn Peets
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BONI’s action paves way 
for 230+ well-paid jobs

“We see a future where 
St Kitts and Nevis is 
the epicentre of our 
activities that links us 
with the wider world, 
where increased well-
paid jobs underpin the 
financial services sec-
tor. Our goal is to at-
tract increased private 
sector investment and 
support private sector 
access to affordable 
dollars. Affordable 
dollars, directed to-
wards the improve-
ment of infrastructure 
such as the airport, 
bridge link between 
Nevis and St Kitts 
which will foster im-
prove business and 
tourism flow. 

“In the same vein, 
we see the creation 
and development of 
unique marquee des-
tination (tourism) real 
estate developments 
which are not wholly 
reliant on CBI,  yet 
are independent and 
which (as a diversified 
product) sit alongside 
peer destinations tour-
ism developments for 
the changing world 
of digitally nomadic 
Gen Z. It is the goal 
of BONI that our ac-
tivities are core to 
the changing global 
business world and 
that Nevis sits in that 
global mix,” said Mrs 
Helen Ajayi, Director 
of BONI

She added: “We are 
extremely encouraged 
by the strength of the 
soundings and resolve 
of Prime Minister 
Drew and the forward-
thinking vitality and 
clarity of purpose 
of Premier Mark 
Brantley. It is our firm 
belief at BONI that the 
Federation of St Kitts 
Nevis will be the next 
Singapore, Dubai, 
or Monaco of the 

Caribbean. All these 
countries have shown 
that with dynamic, 
forward-thinking lead-
ership, political stabil-
ity, respect for the rule 
of law and respect for 
the sanctity of com-
mercial contracts, size 
does not matter.

BONI’s attributes 
were also highlighted 
by its highest Nevisian 
member of manage-
ment, Sonia Bowen-
Tuckett, Senior VP 
Banking.

 “At BONI, we are 
striving to build a di-
verse team where each 
person is empowered 
to use their individual 
strengths and develop 
new skills. With over 
30 years in banking, 
a leadership role at 
BONI has put me at 
the forefront of grow-
ing our business and 
contributing to the 
development of our 
world-class team. 
Central to that is an in-
clusive approach that 
enables us to serve an 
ever-growing list of 
global clients based in 
all parts of the world. 
Only in doing so, can 
we provide truly ho-
listic wealth manage-
ment and a highly 
personal service.

 “Our recent strate-
gic partnership with 
Afreximbank, among 
other initiatives, will 
help to create direct 
and indirect employ-
ment opportunities 
here in Nevis. But not 
only that, it is one of 
the ways we can dem-
onstrate to the world 
the excellence of the 
financial services 
sector here in Nevis. 
With a long history in 
wealth management, 
connections to global 
markets, and with 

many talented and 
highly skilled people, 
Nevis is the ideal place 
for BONI to reach 
our global audience.” 
While the Caribbean 
is awash with fish, be-
ing that most of its ter-
ritories are surrounded 
by water, Africa im-
ports $4.5 billion of 
fish ,and only 1 per-
cent comes from the 
Caribbean. 

BONI and 
Afreximbank plan on 
changing that in 2023.

The processing of 
fish, fish farming, and 
chicken packaging, as 
well as the energy sec-
tor were some of the 
industries that were 
discussed between 
Prime Minister Dr 
Terrance Drew and 
Mr. Rene Awambeng  
Afreximbank’s Global 
Head Of Client 
Relations.

At least one of these 
projects has attracted 
the interest of Premier 
Brantley, in terms of 
securing funding for 
the Nevis geothermal 
project, which will 
provide St. Kitts and 
Nevis with a cheaper 
energy source, and can 
also provide the neigh-
bouring islands with 
electricity by way of 
submarine cables.

The wide-ranging 
projects discussed, 
included: Solar pow-
er plants, Air and 
sea ports enhance-
ments, Agriculture 
Production and Agro-
Processing, Fish farm-
ing and processing 
facilities, Poultry pro-
cessing, Healthcare 
services, Establishing 
C o r r e s p o n d e n t 
B a n k i n g 
R e l a t i o n s h i p s , 
Creation of air and sea 

links between Africa 
and the Caribbean 
Region, and Training 
and knowledge shar-
ing in key areas in-
cluding e-government, 

special economic 
zones framework, and 
industrialization.

Earlier this month, 
BONI partnered with 

the global technology 
company, Mastercard, 
to allow secure and 
seamless cross-border 
payments.

Afreximbank, led by Mr Renee Awambeng, Global Head of Client Relations (second 
from left), and BONI meet with Hon. Dr Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis

Bank Of Nevis International Limited
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GO OUT AND 
VOTE WITH 

CONFIDENCE AND 
CONVICTION

Elections have been called. Voting is on December 12th  2022. 

There is no need to emphasize how important this exercise is; not only is it 
a constitutional right, but a civic duty. And the stakes are the highest they 
have likely ever been.

One only needs to acknowledge that the leaders and representatives that 
are chosen will be tasked with taking Nevis through the most demanding 
times we have faced in generations.

The Covid pandemic has taught us valuable lessons about not taking life, 
liberty and circumstances for granted. Climate change is wreaking havoc 
around the world, and we know how vulnerable we are in this part of the 
world. Cost of living has skyrocketed everywhere. 

All of which is why there cannot be half-hearted approaches to December 
12th .. We cannot be satisfied with 50% turnouts; everyone matters, not 
half of us.

Every one of us must be cognizant of the fact that our decision will make 
a difference, positive or negative. Whichever way it is, let there not be any 
doubt that is essential to let your opinion be known.

Go out and exercise your franchise with confidence and conviction, and 
may God bless those who ultimately emerge as our leaders as a result.
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS ACT
CAP 2.01

FORM No. 9

DIRECTIONS FOR THE GUIDANCE OF VOTERS

1. Each voter may vote only at one polling station and for only one candidate.

2. Before delivering a ballot paper to a voter who has one or both hands the presiding 
officer will in the presence of the poll clerk and of the agents of the candidates inspect the hands of 
the voter so as to satisfy himself or herself that there does not appear upon the appropriate digit or 
other digit of his or her hands any mark of electoral ink, and if there is any such mark he or she 
will not deliver a ballot paper to the voter.

3. The voter will go into one of the compartments and, with the pencil provided in the 
compartment, place a cross on the right hand side, opposite the name of the candidate for whom he 
or she votes, thus X.

For example:– Supposing John Jones and George Smith are the candidates for election and 
the voter wishes to vote for Jones, he or she must place a cross opposite Jones’ name as follows:

4. (1) The voter shall then fold the ballot paper so that the initials of the presiding officer 
and the numbers on the counterfoil can be seen and the counterfoil detached without opening the 
ballot paper; he or she shall then return the ballot paper so folded to the presiding officer.  

(2) The presiding officer will satisfy himself or herself that there does not appear upon 
the appropriate or other digit of the hands of the voter any substance which in his or her opinion is 
likely to prevent the adhesion of electoral ink.

(3) If the voter fails or refuses to immerse the said digit in electoral ink the presiding 
officer will destroy the ballot paper.  

(4) If the voter immerses the said digit in electoral ink the presiding officer will then in 
full view of those present, including the voter, remove the counterfoil and place the ballot paper in 
the ballot box. 

(5) The voter shall the forthwith quit the polling station.
5. If the voter inadvertently spoils a ballot paper, he or she can return it to the presiding 

officer, who will, if satisfied of such inadvertence, give him or her another paper.

6. If the voter votes for more than one candidate or places any mark on the paper by 
which he or she may be afterwards identified, his or her ballot paper will be void and will not be 
counted.

7. If a voter takes a ballot paper out of the polling station or deposits in the ballot box any 
other paper than the one given him or her by the presiding officer, he or she shall be liable, on 
summary conviction, to imprisonment for three months or to a fine of two hundred and forty 
dollars.  

Jones, John Symbol

Cayon Street, X

Shopkeeper

Smith, George

Church Street,

Carpenter

(Section 68(2)(f))
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Local Election: 
Nevis Votes on 
December 12

Nevis will vote for a 
new local government 
on December 12, 202,2 
after Premier Mark 
Brantley announced 
elections earlier this 
evening.

He announced nomina-
tion day as December 

5 followed by elections 
one week after.

Brantley’s Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
will likely face a bat-
tle against the Nevis 
Reformation Party led 
by Dr. Janice Daniel 
Hodge and features four 

women in the five seats.

This election will be 
held almost five years 
to the day of the 2017 
elections that saw the 
CCM earn a second 
consecutive term in of-
fice on December 17, 
2017.
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