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By Petra Mc Sheene 

George Fough, the first 
Fire Chief of the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Fire and 
Rescue Services was 
given a military send off 
as he was remembered 
in a ceremony at the Co-
Cathedral Church and 
laid to rest on Feb. 11. 
He passed away on Jan. 
31 at age 75.
During his memorial ser-
vice Officers of the Fire 
& Rescue Service, Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force and 
Defence Force, Coast 
Guard, Prison Officers 
and members of the Red 
Cross were all in atten-
dance to pay their final 
respects to their former 
boss as well as to relay 
condolences to his wife 
and children. 
Current Fire Chief 
Everette O’Garro in 
a tribute remembered 
Fough. “I can vividly re-
call his relentless, strong 
and dedicated attitude 
towards work. He had a 
no-nonsense approach to 
work and wore his uni-
form with pride and de-
manded that every other 
member of the organiza-
tion did likewise.” stated 
in his tribute. 
He went on to speak 
about Fough’s love for 
sports and dancing and 

called his dance moves 
‘psychedelic’ which 
brought a light moment 
when the congregation 
heard that Fough often 
boasted that not even 
Michael Jackson had 
moves like him.
O’Garro said,“Mr. Fough 
had a serious love for the 
firefighting profession. 
One of his passions was 
to see the separation of 
the Fire Services from 
the Royal St. Christopher 
& Nevis Police Force.” 
Also, in attendance 
at the service was the 
Governor General Sir 
Tapley Seaton and 
Senior Minister Vance 
Amory, Leader of the 
Opposition and former 
Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts-Nevis Dr. Denzil 
Douglas and his col-
league opposition MP 
Konris Maynard.
St. Kitts and Nevis Fire 
and Rescue Services 
as well as the Royal 
St. Kitts-Nevis Police 
Fire Services Retired 
Association paid tributes 
to their former co-worker 
and colleague.
Fough’s goal of separa-
tion of the fire depart-
ment from the police 
force was accomplished 
in 2000 when he was 
appointed to the posi-
tion of Chief Fire Officer 

which gave him the dis-
tinguished honour of be-
ing first fire chief of the 
St. Kitts-Nevis Fire & 
Rescue Services. 
The formal remem-
brance for George Fough 
was read by Sir Hugh 
A. Rawlins who looked 
back at his early life and 
his endeavours. 
He told the story of how 
Fough was the first of 
fourteen children born in 
Dieppe Bay. He enlisted 
in the police force at the 
age of nineteen in 1962 
where he was posted 
to the fire department 
known then as the fire 
brigade.  
“Five years later he was 
promoted to the rank 
of corporal and while 
serving at that rank, he 
was appointed officer 
in charge of the Sandy 
Point District then the 
NewCastle Airport Fire 
Services in Nevis. He 
was later promoted to 
the rank of sergeant and 
served as Deputy Fire 
Officer in charge of the 
Airport Fire Services at 
Golden Rock Airport,” 
Rawlins said.
During his service, 
Fough was awarded the 
Colonial Police Medal, 
the Long Service Medal, 
the Queen’s Police Medal 
and he was appointed 

a Justice of the Peace. 
Fough and his wife 
Natalie planned for re-
tirement early and started 
the Elite Laundromat at 
The Village which has 

been provided service to 
the nation for the past 27 
years. 
George Noily Fough, J.P, 
C.P.M, QPM, EX-C.F.O 

is survived by his wife 
Natalie Fough, their 
seven children, their 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, brothers 
and sisters. 

George Fough Laid to Rest
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Music  Festival   
reveals  star  

studded  line-up

By Loshaun Dixon 

Gladys Knight, Future 
and Shenseea were 
among some of the acts 
announced for the 24 
annual St. Kitts Music 
Festival set for June this 
year.
The artists were re-
vealed at a party at the 
Royal St. Kitts Hotel last 
Friday. Other artists an-
nounced included Jhene 
Aiko, Beres Hammond, 
Chronixx, Patrice 
Roberts, Lyrical, Bunji 
Garlin and Fay-Ann 
Lyons, Nailah Blackman, 
Anthony B along with lo-
cal artiste Venele Powell, 
313 Family among 
others.
The festival committee, 
in December 2019 had 
already released Jimmy 
Cliff, WizKid, Koffee 
and Kollision Band.
Chairman of the Artist 
Selection committee 
Jonel Powel told the 
Observer that they started 
booking some of these 
artists before last year’s 
music festival. “It has 
been a long process a lot 
of research a lot of nego-
tiating but at the end of 
the day the reaction of the 
crowd tonight shows that 
we are on the right track 
and feeling confident for 
this being a successful 
music festival.”
Powell noted the com-
mittee was able to stay 

under the festival budget 
while also spending less 
than in 2019. 
“The budget is good. As 
a matter of fact I think 
we are spending less 
this year than we did last 
year. And it’s about start-
ing early. The earlier we 
start the better it is. We 
were able to announce 
Koffee in December be-
fore she was nominated 
for a Grammy and before 
she won and if we were 
to negotiate not I don’t 
even want to think about 
what she will cost us.”
Powell said that this 
year’s artist list will be 
smaller than previous 
years but the focus is on 
production. “We have a 
fantastic local production 
team who run the show 
like nobody’s business 
and barring unforeseen 
circumstances we are 
positive we will be able 
to run through the art-
ists... and we will get our 
money’s worth.”
He said he was pleased 
however with the line-
up they were to come 
up with this year. “I am 
pleased with it. I think it 
is a well-rounded line-up. 
We try our best to make 
sure we have somebody 
for everybody and I think 
that is evident today. We 
have local, regional and 
international artists for 
the young people, not so 
young and mature.”

Speaking on the local 
artists selected to appear 
Powell noted they will be 
given an opportunity to 
expose their music to an 
international audience. 
“As a tourism product 
we have to look at who 
is going to bring people 
out. Most of the time 
the tourist coming don’t 
know the local artists so 
this is a good opportu-
nity to allow them to get 
to learn the artiste and 
to highlight some of the 
best talent we have in St. 
Kitts.
“We are well on track to 
maintain a 30% average 
of local artists at the festi-
val and we hope that this 
is the stepping stone for 
bigger and better things.”
Powell also was confi-
dent that this year’s fes-
tival could top the 2019 
edition that saw record a 
breaking attendance with 
more than 27,000 turning 
out to the three-night fes-
tival that was headlined 
by Buju Banton. “The 
intention is to top last 
year and I think that the 
overall line-up is going to 
do just that. I think every 
night is strong…this year 
we have a stronger all 
around line-up for each 
night.”
The ceremony was at-
tended by Minister of 
Tourism, Lindsay Grant, 
Chairman, Damion 
Hobson and Head of 
Marketing, Val Henry

Chairman of the Artist Selection committee Jonel Powel 
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Distinctions

EDitoRiaL

The 48th President was impeached but then acquitted.  He joins two 
other presidents who were also impeached and acquitted. Seemingly, 
unlike them, No. 48 doesn’t appear to have been chastened, but rather 
seems to feel that he can do no wrong, and now he has proved it.  He 
had previously signaled how far he can go.  Pedestrians on New York’s 
5th avenue must be careful.
 This acquittal is reminiscent of O J Simpson’s acquittal. That outcome, 
like the impeachment trial, helped us to distinguished between in-
nocence and  a not guilty decision. The former means the act was not 
done by you while the latter means the prosecution/accusers did not 
prove commission of the act. Of course, blocking testimonies from eye-
witnesses goes a long way towards ensuring an acquittal.  
Once upon a time, in a Court case here in the Federation, one of the 
parties, having lost the case, declared a 98% victory. But in Court cases, 
there are no degrees of winning: you either win or lose. Like the defini-
tions above, that too, is another distinction that has to be made.  
The ability to observe and recognize distinctions is a critical skill to 
have. In a little while, that skill will be put to the test when the citizens 
and residents of this country will be asked to decide on a government 
for the next five years.  In deciding, they will have to distinguish be-
tween the records of the competing parties; determine whether the 
promises being made are realistic or pure fantasy. 
As they consider what distinguishes one team from the other, and what 
issues are important, they must also be aware that entertainment only 
lasts for a while and then reality inevitably steps in. So, be entertained, 
but “keep your head on”!  

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (February 10, 
2020) -- The following 
is a press release from 
the Federal Ministry of 
Health dated February 
09, 2020, regarding 
the status of passen-
gers onboard the Royal 
Caribbean Cruise Line’s 
Anthem of the Sea 
which visited St. Kitts 
and Nevis on February 
03, 2020.
An announcement was 
made late Saturday 
night, February 08, 
2020, by Phil Murphy, 
Governor of the State of 
New Jersey, USA that 
testing by the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) 
confirmed that the pas-
sengers onboard Royal 
Caribbean Cruise Line’s 
Anthem of the Seas 
did not have the new 
Coronavirus illness.
This confirmation de-
bunks misleading social 
media postings in the 
Federation over the past 
two days that the cruise 
liner, which docked in 
Bayonne, New Jersey 
on Friday, February 07, 
2020, after a 12-day 

Caribbean cruise whose 
itinerary included St. 
Kitts and Nevis, would 
have had on board a doz-
en passengers with the 
novel Coronavirus.
The Federal Ministry of 
Health wishes to advise 
the public that Anthem of 
the Seas would have vis-
ited St. Kitts and Nevis 
on Monday, February 3, 
2020 – as the final leg of 
its five-port cruise which 
also included stops in 
Puerto Rico; St. Martin; 
Antigua; and St. Lucia.
By the time the vessel 
docked in New Jersey 
on Friday, February 07, 
2020, some 27 passen-
gers who were Chinese 
nationals were subjected 
to exit screening by the 
CDC and local health of-
ficials. Four of these pas-
sengers were admitted 
to University Hospital 
in Newark, New Jersey 
for further testing. These 
tests were all negative for 
the novel Coronavirus. 
This means that no one 
onboard this particular 
Anthem of the Seas voy-
age is known to have the 
new Coronavirus illness.

The Ministry further 
advises that it was 
also on February 07, 
2020, that Cruise Lines 
International Association 
(CLIA) confirmed that 
Royal Caribbean Cruise 
Line and all cruise line 
members have strength-
ened pre-boarding 
screening of all cruise 
vessels.
CLIA assured the public 
that passengers and crew 
who have travelled from 
ports in China, Hong 
Kong and Macau within 
14 days would be barred 
from cruise ships.
The Federal Ministry of 
Health continues to mon-
itor our ports of entry in 
order to reduce the health 
risk to our citizens and 
residents. The Ministry 
remains in close com-
munication with the 
Caribbean Public Health 
Agency (CARPHA), and 
our other regional and in-
ternational partners.
The public will be 
updated on the new 
Coronavirus outbreak as 
often as may be required.

CDC  says  cruise  ship 
passengers  test  

negative  for  novel  
Coronavirus
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By Monique Washington 

In an effort to continue 
managing, conserving 
and preserving the muse-
ums in Nevis as well as 
heritage sites on the is-
land the Nevis Historical 
and Conservation Society 

(NHCS) will be hosting 
its annual Jumble sale to 
raise funds.
 The annual sale will 
be held this Saturday 
(February 15) on the 
lawn of the Alexandra 
Hamilton Museum from 
9:00 am to 12:00pm. 
There will be an entrance 
fee of $5.
Coordinator of the event, 

Bev Parry said they have 
collected a number of 
items that will be on 
sale and some prices are 
EC$25 and below. “We 
have women’s clothing, 
men’s clothing, swim-
wear, swim gear, children 
outfits, indoor and out-

door furniture, crystals, 
kitchen items. We have 
prices on this like wom-
an clothing that is no 
higher than $25. Brand 
new items will be sold at 
tagged price,” Parry said.
Executive Director of the 
NHCS Pauline Ngungiri 
noted the importance of 
supporting the NHCS 
jumble sale. “If you do-
nate an item to be sold 

during the annual jumble 
sale you have gone a long 
way to help us to con-
serve the environment, 
preserve heritage sites 
and manage the muse-
ums. If you buy an item 
it would go a long way in 
managing this operation 
so you are welcome to 
participate.” 
Ngunjiri pointed out the 
various sites for which 
the NHCS is responsible. 
“We are the custodians for 
the Alexandra Hamilton 
museum, Horatio Nelson 
museum and we also take 
care of various heritage 
sites on the island like 
Cottle Church, the Jewish 
cemetery and other sites 
on the island.” 
She said that for the 
NHCS to manage the 
various sites and keep 
them properly manicured 
so that visitors can have 
a great experience. “We 
need funding and that is 
why we have fundraisers. 
Some of us do not have a 
thousand dollars to con-
tribute towards conserva-
tion and preservation, but 
you can support events 
like these.” 

“We have women’s clothing, 
men’s clothing, swimwear, swim 

gear, children outfits, indoor 
and outdoor furniture, crystals, 
kitchen items. We have prices 

on this like woman clothing that 
is no higher than $25.” 

NHCS to host fundraising  

Jumble Sale
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By Monique Washington 

The Joycelyn Liburd 
Primary School (JLPS) 
has done it again for a 
second consecutive year 
in winning the Nisbet’s 
Plantation Beach Club 
Primary Schools Tourism 
Quiz.  It did so by defeat-
ing eight primary schools 
on the island.
The competition is 

held every year dur-
ing Tourism Month 
and this year the quiz 
was held at the Nevis 
Performing Arts Center 
on Wednesday. 
Teams were the Violet 
O’ Jeffers Nicholls 
Primary School repre-
sented by Adielle Webbe 
and Jaeda Bedford, St 
Thomas’ Primary School 
represented De’ Kimba 

Prentice and l’Anyah  
Grant, St James Primary 
School represented by 
Aasane Browne and 
Tyreses Jeffers. 
There was the Nevis 
Academy represented by 
Zaecaria Pemberton and 
Scion Guishard, Maude 
Cross Preparatory rep-
resented by Menilek 
Gittens and Anjaina 
Kaidas, Joycelyn Liburd 

Primary represented 
by Aniya Liburd and 
Blessyn Grant, Ivor 
Walters Primary repre-
sented by Lyhte Warner 
and Keyana Warner, 
Elizabeth Pemberton 
Primary represented by 
Tickoya Williams and 
Xennaya Elliott and the  
Charlestown Primary 
School represented by 

Zeleeiqua Rivers and 
Ta’Janah David.
The quiz was divided in 
three categories Cultural 
Heritage, Geography/ 
Environment and 
Caribbean tourism.
Principal of the JLPS 
Marva Bishop speaking 
with the Observer said 
that the feeling of repeat-
ing their win had them 
feeling over the top. She 
noted, “Preparations 
were excellent. Students 
had the material that 
they would have stud-
ied since December but 
when school reopened, 
we really began to start 
to question them. We felt 
we were really prepared 

coming today.” 
Coordinator of the quiz 
Vanessa Webbe said that 
this year the competition 
went flawlessly. “The 
students were well pre-
pared. You can see the 
extent of time that would 
have gone in. The teach-
ers would have worked 
with students to prepare 

for the quiz...It was keen-
ly contested.” 
She noted that the win-
ning schools would 
receive their trophies 
along with a pizza treat 
at Mem’s Pizza, dinner 
at Banana’s Bistro. The  
first place winner is re-
ceiving dinner at Nisbet’s 
Plantation. 
Principal Education 
Officer, Zahnella Claxton 
noted Nevis has a lot to 
offer the tourism sector. 
“Our culture, our flora 
and fauna and above all 
things else our people 
make Nevis the great 
tourism product that it 
is.” 

Claxton thanked the 
Nisbett’s Plantation for 
their continued support 
of the event. “It shows 
that you know the value 
of investing in younger 
citizens who will have 
to carry on the tourism 
product.” 
General Manager of 
Nisbet’s, Mary Jo Ryan 

said they were very 
proud to sponsor the 
event. “You are the fu-
ture in Nevis. I have al-
ways been asked what 
separates Nevis to the 
rest of the Caribbean is-
lands. Pretty much all the 
Caribbean islands have 
sand, sunshine, beautiful 
waters.  
“But what separates 
Nevis to the other islands 
is the people. You are the 
reason why people come 
to Nevis and it is impor-
tant that you carry on the 
tradition. It’s up to you to 
make sure people want to 
come here. They want to 
feel welcome and want to 
feel safe.” 

Joycelyn Liburd  
Primary School  

repeats in  
tourism quiz  
competition

“Our culture, our flora and 
fauna and above all things 

else our people make Nevis 
the great tourism product 

that it is.” 

PS of Tourism John Hanley , Principal of the JLPS, particpants, Teacher and 
manager of the Nisbets Plantation 
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

Martha in the Bible took 
time out to cook and 
feed Jesus and his dis-
ciples. The volunteers 
at Martha’s Kitchen in 
Cayon, prepare lunch 
every Tuesday for the se-
nior citizens and shut-ins 
around the communities 
of Keys, Cayon, Ottley’s 
and Lodge. 
According to Anita 
Prescod, one of the vol-
unteers, it was the brain-
child of Reverend Erwin 
Warner of the Bethesda 
Moravian Church in 
Cayon who came up 
with the idea of giving 
back to the community 
and the story of Martha 

in the Bible being one of 
his favourite stories was 
the inspiration behind the 
name. It is a non-profit 
church based organiza-
tion that is being operated 
by a few retired members 
of the church. 

Prescod explained, 
“Martha’s Kitchen was 
started 24th Feb. 2015 
and It came as a vision 
from the pastor after 
he walked around the 
community and saw the 
need for assistance to 
the senior citizens and 
shut-ins.”
 She went on to say since 
the idea came about, the 

number of lunches they 
prepare have increased 
substantially. 
Currently Martha’s 
Kitchen has eleven vol-
unteer workers, three 
of which are men and 
volunteers who make 
the deliveries through-
out the communities. 
When asked how they go 
about getting sponsors 
and donations, Prescod 
explained that donations 
were mainly made by in-
dividuals in the commu-
nity, a few other churches 
in Cayon as well as 
persons outside of the 
community and persons 
overseas.
Martha’s Kitchen was 

originally based at the 
church grounds, but due 
to renovations being 
done to the church, the 
volunteers prepare lunch 
at the Cayon Community 
Centre. Prescod ex-
plained that the lunch 

menu varies from week 
to week and is not only 
delivered to members of 
the Moravian Church, 
but to members of other 
churches as well. 
She took the time to 

express gratitude to some 
of the persons who make 
serving lunch each week 
possible. “We have to say 
thanks to a lot of persons 
which are too many to 
mention but just to name 
a few, I would like to 

say thanks to Sister June 
Fraser, the Morton’s of 
Ottley’s Village, Pastor 
Islyn Lewis, Richard 
Isaac and the staff of 
Martha’s Kitchen.”
If you would like to 
make donations to 
Martha’s Kitchen, you 
can call the church office 
at 869-465-2402.

the Story of  
Martha’s  
Kitchen

CPS Victrix Ludorum finishing relay 
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Charlwin Marks

By Monique Washington 

Police are on the hunt for 
two missing men in St. 
Kitts who haven’t been 
seen for the past few 
weeks.
The Police have 
launched its investiga-
tions in the disappear-
ance of 36 year old Jabal 
Henry of River Ghaut, 
Upper Cayon who was 
last seen January 31 
walking along the Kim 
Collins Highway wear-
ing a black shirt and long 
black pants. Henry is 
5’7 in height, black hair, 
black eyes and of me-
dium build.
An investigation has also 
been launched for 21 
year old Charlwin Marks 

who is missing and has 
not been seen since 
Thursday, December 19, 
2019. He was wearing 
a black sweater and a 
black sweatpants, with 
a backpack on his back 
and a t-square in his 
hand. Marks is described 
to be dark in complexion 
with black eyes, black 
hair and 5’11 in height 
and medium build
The Police are request-
ing that Anyone who 
might have information 
on the two missing men 
to contact the Violent 
Crime Unit by dialing 
467-1887 or 467-1888, 
662-3468 or by calling 
the crime hotline at 707. 
People are being urged 
to say something if they 
know something.

Police search for two  
missing people
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“it shows that the Government is 
carefully paying attention to the 

young people, wanting to help them, 
wanting to elevate them and  

wanting to give them a chance to  
become the best that they can be”

BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts, February 11, 2020 
(Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister) 
– Today, Tuesday, 
February 11, ministers 
of the Team Unity-led 
Government had the 
opportunity to witness 
firsthand the pace of de-
velopment taking place 
on several construction 
projects, at which point 
they expressed their de-
light with the capabilities 
and the quality of work 
that is being done by sev-
eral small contractors in 
the country.

 The ministers were up-
dated on the progress of 
a number of construction 
projects during the sec-
ond day of their Industrial 
and Construction Site 
Tours earlier today. The 
activity formed part of 
the official calendar of 
events organized in cel-
ebration of the Team 
Unity administration’s 
fifth year anniversary.
 The tour commenced in 
the village of Tabernacle, 
where two pavilions are 
being constructed on the 
playing field to enhance 

the sporting experience 
in the area.
 Mr. Keivon Harris, one 
of two contractors who 
successfully won the bid 
to construct those pavil-
ions, commended the St. 
Kitts-Nevis Government 
for actively making op-
portunities available for 
small contractors.
 “I would really like to 
thank the government for 
giving us the opportunity 
to prove ourselves and 
show that we could man-
age a project as big as 

this and show the world 
that we are ready for any 
stage,” Mr. Harris said.
 Similarly, Mr. Dwight 
Berry, owner of John 
Boy Construction, which 
is presently undertak-
ing the construction of 

the new Lodge/Ottley’s 
Community Center, said 
he is using this oppor-
tunity to make a name 
for himself as a capable 
small contractor in the 
country.
 He stated, “I’m thank-
ful for the opportunity to 
tender for this project and 
as a resident of this con-
stituency and this same 
village Lodge/Ottley’s, 
I just want to make my 
name and show the peo-
ple that this is what I can 
do as a contractor.”
 Meanwhile, Prime 
Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, who led his 
Cabinet colleagues on 
the tour of the sites, said 
his administration is 
careful in ensuring that 
small contractors are 
given a fair chance to 
bid and win government 
projects.

 “It shows that the 
Government is carefully 
paying attention to the 
young people, wanting 
to help them, wanting to 
elevate them and wanting 
to give them a chance to 
become the best that they 
can be…and that is why 

at the project we went to 
in Tabernacle you have 
two young men doing 
the work there on the 
pavilions. We come here 
at Lodge Project/Ottley’s 
and another young man 
is again doing the work. 
In other words, this 
Government is giving 
young people a chance 
to excel,” the honourable 
prime minister said.
 The Cabinet delegation 
also visited the con-
struction site for several 

houses being constructed 
under the umbrella of 
the National Housing 
Corporation (NHC). The 
delegation also visited 
the Frigate Bay Strip, 
where work to revitalize 
the popular entertain-
ment spot is progressing 

smoothly.
 To date, the project at 
“De Strip” has seen the 
completion of roads, a 
round-a-about, a wel-
come archway with re-
ception booths, as well 
as sidewalks that are 
wheelchair accessible. 
Additionally, delivery 
and pickup points, an 
extensive network of un-
derground water, sewage 
and electrical lines have 
also been completed.

 

 New Lodge/Ottley’s Community Center now under construction.

SMaLL CoNtRaCtoRS EXPRESS aPPRECiatioN to tHE tEaM UNitY 
GoVERNMENt FoR oPPoRtUNitiES to PRoVE tHEMSELVES
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British Heritage  
specialists  

describe  
Nevis’ heritage 

sites as  
remarkable

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (February 10, 
2020) -- Two British 
World Heritage special-
ists have given the Bath 
Hotel, Bath Stream and 
Fort Charles at Bath 
Village on Nevis thumbs 
up and referred to them 
as a remarkable heritage 
sites. They were at the 
time meeting with Hon. 
Eric Evelyn, Minister of 
Culture, and Hon. Spencer 
Brand, whose ministry 
is engaged in the ongo-
ing Restoration Project at 
Fort Charles. The venue 
was at the Nevis Island 
Administration’s confer-
ence room in Charlestown 
on February 07, 2020.
Mr. Barry Gamble and 
Mr. Paul Simons are on 
Nevis for a 10-day visit to 
assess and assist the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA), through the World 
Heritage Committee, 
headed by Mrs. Evelyn 
Henville, on the way 
forward with its bid for 
inscription on the United 
Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) 
World Heritage List.
“My second visit, the first 
one maybe 11 months 
ago and were I was work-
ing with my colleague 
Paul Simons on a trans-
national spar project to 
UNESCO - seven coun-
tries 11 sites - and we just 
submitted the nomination 
and three weeks later here 
I was in Nevis looking at 
a thermal spring and one 

of the first hotels in the 
Caribbean, a remarkable 
site.
“My second visit here we 
looked at Fort Charles 
and I had not been before 
and I did not have high 
expectations but I have to 
say from visiting the fort, 
although there are clearly 

some issues to be ad-
dressed, it was a remark-
able site,” Mr. Gamble 
said.
Mr. Simons, an architect 
and specialist in Tourism 
and World Management 
and the Spa Industry, who 
is visiting Nevis for the 
first time also gave his 
first impressions of the 
historical sites.
“I have been so impressed 
being here for the first 
time to see the Bath Hotel 
and the thermal springs 
and then Fort Charles 
with Barry. What is clear 
is there is fantastic op-
portunity here. There are 
terrific resources here, 
natural resources and 
cultural resources and the 
architectural heritage of 
the place and we are here 
to assist.
“We are here to help with 
the ministers to develop 
some further capacity 
here for heritage manage-
ment, the protection of the 

heritage and how that can 
be used for sustainable 
future as we go forward. 
These things will not be 
achieved overnight. We 
need a decent long-term 
plan, a long-term vision 
to achieve these and I’m 
sure it’s all manageable 
and can be achieved with 
the right partnership ap-

proach,” he said.
Meantime, Mr. Evelyn 
stated that the two-mem-
ber team was on Nevis 
under the auspices of the 
Ministry of Culture.
He noted that it’s no se-
cret the NIA had made 
a previous bid for World 
Heritage inscription for 
historic Charlestown but 
had not been successful, 
however, the heritage and 
history of the island has 
the potential to win an-
other bid for inscription.
“We still believe with the 
heritage and history that 
we have here on the is-
land of Nevis that we can 
succeed and we think the 
potential is there and we 
are pressing forward. We 
have a World Heritage 
Committee in place, 
headed by a very capable 
Mrs. Evelyn Henville, and 
they have been working 
overtime to ensure that 
we resubmit, and we’re 
hoping that whenever that 

resubmission is done that 
we will be successful, and 
that is the reason why we 
have the visit of Barry 
and Paul.
“We are very delighted 
that they are here to as-
sist us and we look 
forward to their recom-
mendations, and we are 

very confident that their 
visit will bear fruit and so 
on behalf of the Ministry 
of Culture and the Nevis 
Island Administration we 
are delighted to have the 
presence of the World 
Heritage specialists, and 
once again we are very, 
very confident that we 
will go forward with the 
recommendations that 
you will put forward, 
and we believe that in the 
end we will have World 
Heritage inscription,” he 
said.
Mr. Brand referred to the 
specialists’ visit to Nevis 
as timely.
“I believe that your visit 
is certainly timely. As 
we would have indicated 
earlier we are embarking 
on a restoration project 
there at the Fort Charles, 
and we do recognise that 
it is a project that is very 
much involved and your 
expertise and your ad-
vice and guidance is very 
timely because we have 

just started the process.
“We have recently had a 
company out of Jamaica 
to undertake some assess-
ment of the property and 
also give some advice 
and guidance as to how 
we can move forward. 
So with your experience 
and with your advice we 
believe that we can twin 
all of the information to-
gether to reach at the end 
game,” he said.
Mr. Brand added that in 
his view there is great 
potential for the island’s 
has historical sites and 
the people of Nevis need 
to benefit from the prof-
its that could be derived 
from them.
He also used the oppor-
tunity to welcome the 
specialists to the island 
and urged them to enjoy 
every facet of the island 
they can.
“So we welcome you to 

Nevis and we hope that 
you can use some of the 
time to enjoy some more 
of Nevis and not all work 
but enjoy the sites, the 
cuisine, the people..
‘I believe that you would 
find it to be a place that 
you would certainly want 
to come back to very 
quickly and we certainly 
welcome you with open 
arms. So welcome and 
we are certainly looking 
forward to your advice 
and the input you can 
make to help us move this 
process forward,” he said.
Also present at the meet-
ing were Mrs. Evelyn 
Henville, Chairperson 
of the World Heritage 
Committee; Dr. Ernie 
Stapleton, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Communication and 
Works; and Mr. Keith 
Glasgow, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Culture.

“i have been so impressed being here 
for the first time to see the Bath Hotel 

 Fort Charles Bath Hotel with members of the World Heritage Committee on Nevis
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 “Don’t be afraid of the word love, 
because love is about being kind to 
one another, love is about looking 

out for each other. Here on Nevis we 
live on a very small island, we don’t 

have a lot of space”

Student  encouraged  to  embrace  love

By Monique Washington

Hundreds of primary 
school and high school 
students gathered at the 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Center (NEPAC) late 
last week for a one day 
conference on “love,” a 
word of which the Junior 
Minister of Education 
urged the youngsters not 
to be afraid.

The one-day conference 
was hosted by musi-
cian Abigail ‘Abbyi-K’ 
Kichelle from New York. 
Students from Grades 3- 6 
of all the primary schools 
on Nevis along with stu-
dents from first to third 
form in the high school 
were in attendance. 
The conference ad-
dressed three main topics 
Kichelle said was needed 
in today’s society. The 
three topics were, lov-
ing God, loving yourself 
and loving others. The 
aim of the conference 
was to have the attendees 

leaving a lot more 
confident.
The Junior Minister of 
Education Troy Liburd 
told the children to not be 
afraid of love. “Don’t be 
afraid of the word love, 
because love is about be-
ing kind to one another, 
love is about looking out 
for each other. Here on 
Nevis we live on a very 
small island, we don’t 

have a lot of space. We 
can’t run away from each 
other. We have to love 
everyone.”
Principal Education 
Officer Zahnela Claxton 
pointed out the impor-
tance for the children to 
love. “In the month of 
February, we talk a lot 
about love and next week 
a lot of you have activi-
ties planned for Valentine 
day. The important mes-
sage that we try to con-
vey, we try to express, 
we try to tell you, is that 
not only in February but 
throughout the year, it is 

important to love. It is 
important to love your-
self; it is important to 
love others. Your friends, 
your classmates, your 
teachers, everyone with 
whom you might come 
in contact. It is important 
for you to love God be-
cause God is the source 
of all love.”
Claxton noted that she 
was excited to learn more 

as to how “we can love 
and appreciate ourselves 
and others and remem-
bering that God is the 
source of all of our love.”
On Sunday Kichelle end-
ed her conference with 
a free concert dubbed 
“Healing Hearts” which 
was held at the NEPAC.
Performing at the concert 
were Venelle Powell, the 
Eden Brown Dancers, 
G-Band, Shekhinah 
Dance Theatre, Allison 
Arthurton, Blessed 
Ogbum and Kichelle
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SKN U20s thrashes anguilla  
in Friendly

“No longer can we just focus on the 
senior men. We have to play, along 
with the CoNCaCaF region, a num-
ber of friendly matches across all 
age categories,” he said.

By Loshaun Dixon 

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
U20 men thrashed 
Anguilla U20 with an 8-0 
score last Saturday in a 
friendly at Warner Park.

Kaylon Liburd opened the 
scoring in the second min-
ute. Kalonji Clarke added 
one in the eighth minute. 
Tiquanny Williams got 
the next three for SKN 
with a penalty in the 26th 
minute and strikes in 
the 43rd and 56th min-
utes. Ilivity Pemberton 
grabbed two in the 60th 
and 70th minutes while 
Quanieki Clarke rounded 
out the route in the 76th 
minute. 
General Secretary of the 
St. Kitts-Nevis Football 
Association (SKNFA) 
Stanley Jacobs gave the 
rationale behind the game 
in the middle of Premier 
Division season. “It is a 

new thrust by the FA to 
play more friendly match-
es in all age categories in 
order to reach our FIFA 
mandate.
“No longer can we just 

focus on the senior men. 
We have to play, along 
with the CONCACAF re-
gion, a number of friendly 
matches across all age 
categories,” he said.
Jacobs said that the 
game provided an op-
portunity for both 
teams to get in some 
match sharpness ahead 
of the CONCACAF 
Qualifiers. “This was a 
wonderful opportunity to 
play against Anguilla and 
an opportunity for them 
to prepare themselves for 
the U20 qualifiers like-
wise St. Kitts and Nevis.”
He also hailed the initia-
tive by the Caribbean 

Football Union (CFU) 
of organizing challenge 
series games creating 
competitive matches for 
the various age groups. 
“There is a gap in com-
petition for the younger 

teams and that is being 
filled with the challenge 
series by CFU. It provides 
us the opportunity to play 
competitive matches 
in aged categories so that 
by time they get to the 
competition they will 
have considerable match 
experience under their 
belts.”
The 2020 CONCACAF 
U-20 Championship 
qualifying stage will take 
place between February 
15-23, 2020. The teams 
will compete for four 
of the 20 berths in the 
2020 CONCACAF U-20 
Championship final 
tournament.

St. Kitts and Nevis is 
among the top 16 teams 
exempted from qualifica-
tion and advances directly 
to the group stage of the 

final tournament, while 
the lowest-ranked 17 en-
trants had to participate in 
qualifying, where the four 
group winners advanced 

to the round of 16 of the 
knockout stage of the fi-
nal tournament.
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Juveniles held for  
Warner Park Break-in, 

items recovered

By Loshaun Dixon 

 Two juveniles were held 
for the recent burglary 
at Warner Park with 
some of the stolen items 
recovered.
 Police have confirmed 
the arrests for recent of-

fences of building break-
In and larceny in  relation 
to two incidents at the 
Warner Park.
 The break-in occurred 
sometime between 
February 5 and 6 in the 
first instance and on 
February 7 in the second. 

 According to the police 
in the first incident, a 
number of items were 
stolen from a locker room 
which was being used by 
the Barbados Pride team 
at the time. 
 The Police have indi-
cated that several of those 

items have since been 
recovered by the officers 
investigating the case. 
 The juveniles were re-
leased into the custody of 
their parents pending their 
appearance before the 
Child Justice Committee. 
No charges have yet to be 
laid in the matter up until 

press time.
Due to the overnight 
break-in, the sched-
uled start of the fourth-
round match between 
the Leeward Island 
Hurricanes and the 
Barbados Pride was de-
layed by one day with the 

game starting the follow-
ing day.
The game went ahead 
without any significant 
impact with the Pride 
recording a convincing 
innings and 81 runs to 
move top of the West 
Indies Championship.

 According to the police in the first  
incident, a number of items were  
stolen from a locker room which was 
being used by the Barbados Pride team 
at the time. 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday February 14th, 2020 NewSPage:16 NewSPage:16

By Loshaun Dixon 

The National Assembly 
in  St. Kitts and Nevis 
passed legislation this 
week that will put in place 
a framework to establish 
a Cannabis Authority in 
the Federation and also 
expunge any criminal 
record for individuals 
who had been convicted 
under section 6B of the 
Drugs act.
In a marathon sitting of 
the assembly that went 
late into Wednesday, 
Parliament passed 
three cannabis related 
legislation.
Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris intro-
duced the  Cannabis Bill, 
2020, which seeks to 
establish the Medicinal 
Cannabis Authority “in 
order to provide for the 
lawful access to me-
dicinal cannabis as an 
alternative treatment for 
persons who are suffer-
ing from a qualifying 
medical condition and to 
provide for a comprehen-
sive licensing scheme to 
regulate the cultivation, 
supply, possession, pro-
duction and use of me-
dicinal cannabis.”  
The Bill also seeks to 
establish a Board with 
responsibility for the 
policy, strategic direction 
and governance of the 
Authority.     
PM Harris also in-
troduced the Drugs 
(Prevention & Abatement 
of the Misuse and Abuse 
of Drugs) (Amendment) 
Bill, 2020, which seeks 
to update the law even 
further, resulting in it be-
ing a ticketable offence 
for possession of up to 56 
grams of cannabis or up 
to 15 grams of cannabis 
resin. 
Currently, the posses-
sion of 15 grams or less 

of cannabis or 5 grams 
or less of cannabis resin 
is a ticketable offence, 
an amendment that was 
written into the parent 
bill by the Team Unity 
Government and passed 
by the assembly on July 
31st, 2019.
PM Harris,  while speak-
ing on the Cannabis Bill, 
said the  bill is to ensure 
that medicinal cannabis 
is licensed, tracked and 
traced in St. Kitts and 
Nevis. “The bill reflects 
the comments and rec-
ommendations that have 
emanated from a very 
extensive consultation 
process.”
 He said in the Eastern 
Caribbean St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, 
Antigua and Barbuda 
have enacted legislation 
to decriminalize small 
amounts and licenses 
the use of medicinal 
marijuana. “We in St 
Kitts and Nevis have 
had the added impetus 
from the interpretive 
support of a judgement 
of the High Court in the 
Ras Sankofa Maccabee 
vs the Commissioner 
of Police and Attorney 
general case and we 
have responded in this 
parliament through 
amendments.” 
Dr. Harris noted that 
around the world can-
nabis has been used for 
its medicinal properties 
by various people and 
cultures. “Its use can 
assist persons who are 
suffering pain. Pain as-
sociated with cancer, se-
vere intractable epilepsy, 
glaucoma and other con-
ditions. In certain cases 
the use in children with 
epilepsy and seizure dis-
orders have been found 
to be quite effective 
without the deleterious 
side effects.”
 He said the bill ensures 

that patients and others 
who use cannabis are 
protected and the use of 
the drug is controlled, 
tracked and traced in the 
Federation. “Under the 
regulatory framework 
the right to attract this 
alternative medicine is 
protected and regulated.”
The prime minister add-
ed the use of cannabis 
for medical purposes is 
allowed under interna-
tional agreements that 
the Federation has signed 
and remains committed 
to fully complying with 
the international obli-
gations. “This bill will 
not allow or facilitate 
drug trafficking or ille-
gal use of cannabis but 
rather decriminalize the 
proper use of medicinal 
cannabis.”
 He further warned, “The 
bill is not a license to 
break the law nor does 
it allow for the abuse of 
marijuana. We will also 
want to remind persons 
that with the changes we 
brought to the drugs act  
we allow for the use of 
small quantities in pri-
vate spaces. It was never 
the intention of the law 
to allow persons to use 
this in public places and 
particularly in a manner 
that infringes upon the 
right of other persons to 
be peaceful enjoyment of 
public spaces.”

Dr. Harris also indicated 
that changes to the leg-
islation will occur as the 
industry continues to 
evolve. “This bill is not 
perfect and we are pre-
pared, as new knowledge 
unfolds, as we get the 
benefit of experience of 
the application of the law 
in other jurisdictions, to 
come back to parliament 
to ensure we have the 
best functioning legisla-
tion to allow the people 

of St. Kitts and Nevis 
to benefit from this new 
industry.”
The Attorney General, 
Vincent Byron moved 
the second read-
ing of the Criminal 
Records (Rehabilitation 
of Offenders) 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2019, dealing with the 
expungement of records 
for possession of small 
amounts of marijuana.
 Byron said the bill was 
an important piece of 
legislation that will af-
fect many of the young 
people in the Federation 
and give themselves a 
new breath of life and 

we will move forward 
in a way so they have 
hope and optimism. “We 
are amending this act in 
order to allow young per-
sons who have been con-
victed for small amounts 
of cannabis to have their 
records expunged.”
He warned marijuana 
is still a controlled 
substance, but limited 
amounts of marijuana 
do not attract a criminal 
charge or a criminal con-
viction. “Young men and 
women who have been 
taken before the court for 
decades, who have had 
attached to their names 
a criminal record and 
criminal conviction for 

the use of small amounts 
of marijuana. What this 
bill intends to do is to 
remove that criminal 
conviction from the indi-
vidual record.” 
Byron revealed in 20 
years 808 people were 
convicted with small 
amounts of cannabis and 
now will be able to apply 
for and have their records 
expunged. 
He said the law will help 
people who were denied 
jobs and visas because 
of their record to now be 
able to apply with a clean 
slate.

         More   Marijuana   Legislation   
                       given   green   light
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BASSETERRE (11TH 
February, 2020): Today, 
the tourism sector will 
welcome 112 passengers 
from Canada, for the first 
time in our history, when 
Air Canada begins its 
second weekly nonstop 
flight into St. Kitts
This Tuesday air ser-
vice out of Toronto will 
run into April, and will 
complement Air Canada 
Saturday’s seasonal air 
service, which started in 

November last year.
Minister of Tourism The 
Hon. Lindsay Grant said 
the air service expan-
sion by Air Canada was 
unprecedented, and a 
testament to the strategy 
of the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority to build-out of 
airlift in the destination’s 
primary source markets.
“Air Canada’s twice 
a weekly service to 
St. Kitts marks yet 

another historic first for 
St. Kitts,” Minister Grant 
said “I could not be more 
pleased to welcome this 
additional flying, which 
will further open and 
enhance the very impor-
tant and affluent Canada 
market.”
Chief Executive Officer 
of the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority, Racquel 
Brown, said she was de-
lighted to welcome the 
additional Tuesday air 

service from Air Canada.
“With the 2018–2019 
extension of service to 
St. Kitts to six months of 
the year for winter period 
and the upgrading of the 
majority of those flights 
from a 136-seat Airbus 
A-319 to a 200-seat 
Airbus A-321 aircraft, 
Air Canada’s addition of 
mid-week flying from 
Toronto represents a 
significant opportunity,” 
CEO Brown said. “It 

allows more flexibility in 
travelers’ length of stay 
and it provides one more 
means to help us to con-
tinue the strong arrivals 
growth from Canada that 
we are achieving through 
targeted marketing to the 
affluent traveler in the 
golf and lifestyle niche 
markets. Further, it posi-
tions us well for future 
capacity growth.”    
St. Kitts’ airlift strategy 
consists of continuing 

to nurture relationships 
with the airlines to sys-
tematically build out air 
bridges to/from identified 
target gateways to grow 
service in a sustainable 
manner that will support 
new and existing hotel 
developments as well as 
all local tourism stake-
holders while making the 
island increasingly easy 
and affordable for air 
travelers to reach. 

St. Kitts Welcomes additional 
Flight from air Canada
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St. Kitts  boating accident  
kills american  man

By Loshaun Dixon 

A boating accident 
Sunday evening in Potato 
Bay which proved fatal 
for American Timothy 
Doran, who drowned, 
is being investigated by 
police.
 According to an ini-
tial investigation police 
report a dinghy, which 
had two occupants, 
Doran of New York and 
Austin Edwards of Ohio, 
collided with the MV 
Caribbean Explorer II.
The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Coast Guard responded 
and Edwards, who 

resides in St. Kitts, 
was taken to the JNF 
Hospital by members of 
the Emergency Medical 
Service. His condition 
at the time was listed as 
stable. 
Doran experienced 
difficulties at sea and 
drowned. Occupants 
of the MV Caribbean 
Explorer II were 
unharmed.
 Police say further inves-
tigations into the matter 
are ongoing. 
Minister of Transport Ian 
Liburd said the Maritime 
Affairs Department will 

also carry out an inves-
tigation into the inci-
dent. “The Department 
of Maritime Affairs is 
working closely with the 
coast guard and the po-
lice force to establish the 
cause of these accidents.”
He also urged all who 
may be going out on 
boats to learn and abide 
by the maritime laws in 
order to ensure safety. 
“I must implore all boat 
captain and fisher folk 
you have to conform to 
the marine requirements 
as it pertains to safety,” 
Liburd said.

By Monique Washington 

Police have charged 
29-year-old Clive Farara 
of Boyd’s Village in the 
murder of 61-year-old 
Fredrick Robinson also 
of the village. He is cur-
rently in Police custody.
An autopsy performed 
on Robinson by forensic 
pathologist Dr. Valery 
Alexandrov determined 
that death was as a result 
of blunt force trauma to 
the head.
The Observer confirmed 
the body found in Boyd’s 
Village on February 6 
was  that of Robinson.
“The discovery was 

made by Police Officers 
on February 06, 2020 
sometime after 2 p.m. 
The scene was pro-
cessed by members of 
the Forensic Unit and the 
incident is currently be-
ing investigated by the 
Violent Crime Unit. 
Fredricks’ daughter con-
tacted the Observer last 
week to issue a missing 
report on her father. She 
claimed that the fam-
ily had not heard from 
him since December 11 
and the local authorities 
have not shown con-
cern or have taken them 
seriously. 
“My dad Fredrick 
Robinson also goes by the 

name Jahman, 61years 
old and was staying in St 
Kitts and unfortunately 
we haven’t heard from 
him since 11th December 
2019. 
“We have contacted the 
local authorities over in 
St Kitts but they are not 
responding or taking our 
concerns seriously. This 
is unlike him and we are 
becoming very worried. 
He stays in the Boyds 
view housing project.”
To date the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force has never 
issued a missing report 
on Frederick.

Man  Charged  in  Senior’s 

Murder

Fredrick Robinson

Clive Farara 
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She uses the sewing 
machine like an  

artist uses a paint 
brush.  Colorful 

stitches and patterns 
with colors are a feast 

for the eyes. 

through the Eye of a Needle -  
Creating differently With Cloth

Deborah Tyrell explaining her artworks.

the artist Deborah tyrell at the Charlestown Gallery

By Easton Davy

The Charlestown Gallery 
in Nevis is currently 
presenting the first fea-
tured exhibit of the art of 
Deborah Tyrell dubbed 
‘Through The Eye of A 
Needle - Creating differ-
ently with cloth” show-
ing her art concepts she 
likes to call “playing 
with cloth”.
As one enters the gallery 
it is a treat for the eyes to 
see pictures of Island life, 
Seascapes, Landscapes 
of Nevis and daily life 
with women shopping, 
trees and animals. A 
closer look and you are 
surprised to see that 
these pictures were all 
created with many pieces 
of cloth and stitching.  A 
lot of stitching!  
The work that went into 
each of these amazing 
pictures were done by 
the sewing machine like 
an artist uses a paint 
brush. A colorful palette 
of patterns and colors are 
a feast for the senses. She 
uses the technique called 
‘Applique” which is the 
process of having a pat-
tern piece cut and applied 
using stitching. She is a 

master using her sewing 
machine to create these 
artistic pieces. Deborah 
is self-taught and does 
no sketching before she 
creates the work, letting 
her instincts direct her. 

Some of the pieces are 
quite large in size and 
some are as small as a 
postcard.
You will not only find 
framed pictures on dis-
play but also clutch 
purses, handbags, and 
fashion accessories with 
this unique cloth and fab-
ric art by Ms. Tyrell. The 
artist has a unique way of 
using cloth on any item 
she touches and it makes 

you see creativity in a 
new and refreshing way. 
All the work is for sale 
and things are moving, I 
saw quite a few red dots 
on sold items.

Hers is a tale of a woman 
with a strong will power 
through ups and downs 
she always persevered 
and never gave up. Tyrell 
has been creating art 
for over 30 years hav-
ing been living in Nevis 
since 1984, but this is the 
first time she is present-
ing herself in her gallery 
as the “Featured Artist”.  
She is from Toronto 
Canada, where as a 

young girl her mother 
taught her how to sew, 
Deborah started mak-
ing her own clothes at 
14 years old and comes 
from a long line of fam-
ily tailors so it was natu-
ral for her to take easily 
to the sewing machine.
In 1986 Ms Tyrell 
opened her first gift shop 
in Charlestown and al-
ways enjoyed being her 
own boss. Throughout 
the 1980s she sold her 
items to tourists with the 
word “Nevis’ stitched or 
embroidered on the vari-
ous items and pictures 
she created.  This is when 
she started doing the 
“Ladies” she is known 
for.  Simple images of 
black women wearing 
simple dresses. They 
remind you of authentic 
folk and many persons 
have collections of them.
In 1999 a big change in 
life happened, she left 
Nevis and returned to 
Toronto and for 10 years 
she did not create any art. 
This dramatic change in 
life and being a single 
mother made her re-eval-
uate many things but she 
did not give up and on 
impulse and purchased 

a heavy duty sewing 
machine and 300 yards 
of burlap. She had no 
idea what to do with all 
this burlap, but she knew 
someday she would cre-
ate again. In 2007, after 
3 years of being back 
in Nevis, she registered 
a company and started 
again in a small boutique 
on the waterfront.
In 2011 a trip to 
Minnesota, USA to at-
tend a Textile Art confer-
ence changed things. She 
saw artists using fabric 
in ways she had not con-
sidered, and a seed was 
planted. She was ready to 
“play with cloth” and her 
collages took form.
In 2013 she asked the 
Culturama Committee 
if she could exhibit 
the work of local arti-
sans during that years’ 
Festival. Their agree-
ment was the birth of the 
Charlestown Gallery as 
a loose cooperative. In 
2015 she officially took 
over management of the 
gallery as her own entity. 
This is the only gallery 
on the island that shows 
the work of artists from 
Nevis, the other islands, 
Canada and the USA.

Realizing the importance 
of outreach to the young 
people of Nevis through 
art, Ms. Tyrell began 
teaching art at the Nevis 
International Secondary 
School in 2019. Young 
people in Nevis have a 
great artistic role model 
in Ms. Tyrell.
You will be pleasantly 
surprised to see the 
work on display at the 
Charlestown Gallery. In 
the heart of Charlestown, 
it is easy to get there 
from anywhere.  It is al-
most opposite the Nevis 
Tourism Authority build-
ing, a 5 minute walk 
from the Ferry terminal.
 ‘Through The Eye of A 
Needle - Creating dif-
ferently with cloth” is 
on display now through 
February 28th. The 
Charlestown Gallery 
is open Monday thru 
Saturday 10-4. The next 
exhibit in March will fea-
ture photography.
For more information: 
869 662 6778 https://
deborah ty re l l . com/ 
https://nevisislandliving.
com/

One of the “Ladies” fabric art Ms.Tyrell is known for. Items created by Ms. Tyrell in the Gallery



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday February 14th, 2020 NewSPage:20 NewSPage:20

Uber Soca Cruise 
to take over  

Music Festival 
soca night

By Loshaun Dixon 

Uber Soca Cruise (USC) 
will power Thursday 
night at the 2020 St. Kitts 
Music Festival as the pre-
mier event unveils a new 
partnership in an attempt 
to  expand it to a wider 
audience.

Head of artist selection 
and production Jonel 
Powell detailed what 
USC will be bringing 
to the Music Festival 
opening night normally 
dubbed the soca night. 
“We are partnering with 
the Uber Soca Cruise 
team and the music festi-
val Thursday night will be 
powered by Uber Soca. 
What that means, is they 
are going to be bringing 
that Uber Soca experi-
ence and combining it 
with our St. Kitts Music 
Festival experience.”

He said those who have 
been on Uber Soca Cruise 
will understand what 
USC can bring. “We see 
synergy in the two parties 
in terms of the target de-
mographic in particular 
young professional peo-
ple with money to spend. 
We think it a fantastic 

partnership, this year St. 
Kitts Music Festival will 
be the title sponsor for 
the Uber Soca Cruise in 
November, so it is more 
than just a music festival 
it is long term.”
Chairman of the St. Kitts 
Music Festival Damion 
Hobson labelled the 
move a historic and stra-
tegic partnership. “They 
will be assisting in the 
production and other ac-
tivities and will also aid 
our efforts in marketing 
of the festival to help 

attract more visitors. 
They will also have a 
presence in some of the 
private fringe events 
to be staged in the lead 
up to the festival.”
Jody Covington of USC 
said by taking over 
Thursday night they 
will be aiming to cre-
ate a world star con-
cert. “We are going to 
bring that same energy, 
that same love, a lot of 
surprises and our Uber 
Soca Cruise friends with 
us and it is going to be 
such a great time.
She also spoke to the 
festival’s sponsorship of 
the 2020 USC to be held 
in November of this year. 
“The St. Music festival 
has now sponsored the 
2020 Uber Soca Cruise 
which means your beau-
tiful island is now the ti-
tle sponsor for 2020.We 
are so appreciative of the 
sponsorship and we are 
so grateful. They have 
seen something amazing 
in us and we are look-
ing forward to having 
St. Kitts on board. We 
are going to do our best 
to highlight the country 
and everything it has to 
offer.”

Ubersoca Cruise is the 
Largest Soca Festival 
at Sea! The 5 day, 
4-night cruise expe-
rience fuses the en-
ergy and excitement of 
Carnival with the feel of 
a luxury cruise.

By taking over 
thursday night they 
will be aiming to 
create a world star 
concert. “We are 
going to bring that 
same energy, “
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Swim to Win begins with success

By Monique Washington 

More than 50 adults 
and children are cur-
rently participating in 
the ‘Swim to Win’ event 
aimed at teaching people 
how to swim and lose 
their fear of the sea.
At just two weeks into the 
new swimming initiative 
the overwhelming partic-
ipation signals Nevisians 
are ready to get rid of 
their fears about taking a 
plunge into the surf.
Speaking with the 
Observer on, Terri 
Andrews one of the co-
ordinators for ‘Swim 
to Win” said that after 
the Christina sank in 
1970, many Nevisians 
and Kittitians seemed 
to fear the ocean. She 
pointed out that in many 
other Caribbean islands, 
children are swimming 
professionally.
She said, “This is the 
year to conquer  your 
fear of the sea. So we 
named this initiative 
Swim to Win.”

Andrew explained how 
the idea of “Swim to 
Win” came about. “I 
started taking the Special 
Olympics athletes out 
and started training them 
for open water swim-
ming because that was 
one of their sports. Last 
fall I sat down with 

Jamir Claxton at the  
Department of Sports, 
the Department of Youth, 
the Sail to a Brighter 
Future Foundation, Four 
Season Homeowner 
Association, the Nevis 
Yacht Association and I 
asked them what we can 
do to pool our resources. 
The idea of the swim to 
win just had a snowball 
reaction.” 

She noted that they so-
licited the help of profes-
sional  instructor  Anne 
McClindon in January. 
We got a pool of 16 in-
structors and put them 
through a very intensive 
course.  McClindon 
would come back sev-
eral times to take these 
instructors through dif-
ferent levels of training. 
Looking towards where 
they can work not only as 
instructors. If they want 
to continue it would in-
crease job opportunities, 
lifeguarding and official 
swimming instructors. 

Andrews noted one of 
the aims of the event is 
to put most of the swim-
ming activities on the is-
land under one umbrella. 
“We are not trying to 
take over other swim-
ming events, we wanted 
to put them under one 
umbrella so people can 
decide what they want 
to do during the year that 

involves swimming.” 
Andrews presented a cal-
endar of related events 
for the year.
February – Sundays – 
swimming activities
March – Cross channel 
swim
April- department of 
youth will host youth 
beach day May – 
Sundays – Swimming 
activities
June- Special program 
for special needs kids
July – Red Cross swim-
ming program
August – Swim and sail 
Marine Biology program
September – Sundays – 
Swimming activities
Andrews said that it was 
satisfying to see females 
attending the program, 
“Some of these people 
have never been in the 
ocean and to now see 
them floating and put-
ting their faces in the 
water for a short time is 
amazing.”
The February session 
closes on the last Sunday 
in February with a grand 
family and fun award 
celebration. Registration 
for the May “Swim to 
Win” is EC$100. 

 children warming up with instructor James Jones  
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Ministry of Education on 
Nevis honours 16 retir-
ees for service to nation 
building
NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (February 12, 
2020) -- Sixteen persons 
who recently retired 
from the Ministry of 
Education, were recog-
nised for their years of 
service to nation building 
at a Retirement Awards 
Ceremony and Cocktail 
hosted by the Ministry 
of Education Library 
Services and Information 
Technology at the Nevis 
Performing Arts Centre 
(NEPAC) on Saturday, 
February 08, 2020.
Mr. Kevin Barrett, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the ministry while de-
livering the welcome re-
marks indicating that the 
event was an occasion to 
show gratitude, love and 
respect to the honourees.
“We are here tonight to 
pay collective tribute 
and to say thanks and 
of course to show our 
gratitude to an excep-
tionally special group of 
people…a highly distin-
guished group of individ-
uals who I dare say, have 
collectively contributed 
over 500 years of self-
less service to nation 
building.
“This group of people 
through their varying ar-
eas of service, they have 
carefully crafted, they 
have spent long hours 
in moulding and shap-
ing, sometimes out of 
children where no one 
else saw possibility…
but they have helped in 
making possible every 

conceivable profession 
across Nevis today,” he 
said.
Mr. Barrett referred 
to the honourees as a 
distinguished group of 
individuals who had in-
telligently and skillfully 
finessed and unravelled 
the combination to the 
true potential of thou-
sands of children on 
Nevis, through the most 
delicate of methods and 
sometimes, through firm-
ness and bronze which 
was always done through 
love and care.
The honourees were 
Ms. Myrle Brookes, 
Ms. Lornette Queeley-
Connor, Ms. Sheila 
Drew, Ms. Vera Maloney, 
Ms. Earlene Maynard, 
Ms. Gail Mills, Mrs. 
Pamella Pemberton, 
Mr. Clevelan Williams, 
Mr. Merrill Carbon, 
Mr. Studdert Daniel, 
Ms. Camelita Lee, Ms. 
Tressy Maloney, Ms. 
Ilena Mills, Mrs. Jackie 
Mitchell, Mrs. Judy 
Parris-Rawlins, and Mrs. 
Palsy Wilkin.
Hon. Troy Liburd, Junior 
Minister of Education in 
his tribute, pointed to the 
significance of the hon-
ourees contribution and 
that it was fitting to thank 
them.
“There are many persons 
here who would have had 
a big impact on me and 
on so many of the other 
people coming up here 
on the island of Nevis, 
and somebody once said 
that a small thank you 
goes a very, very long 
way.

“So we here in the 
Ministry of Education 
thought that it would be 
very important that when 
persons have worked 
hard and they have con-
tributed, and education is 
one of those places where 
you really contribute to 
bringing the future along 
to teaching our children, 
to raising our children, 
and to making genera-
tion after generation into 
the people who they are. 
So it is important that we 
say a thank you to all of 
you,” he said.
Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Senior Minister of 
Education expressed his 
gratitude and gave the as-
surance that the ceremo-
ny would not be the first 
of its kind in the ministry.
“I am grateful to be here 
on this day, at this time, 
at this inaugural cer-
emony to make a com-
mitment that we ought to 
do this every year, and so 
we will have to find the 
resources somehow but 
it is important that we 
say to all of our people 
that you matter, that your 
contribution matters…
“Many of you who are 
sitting here tonight can 
point to many of us that 
you would have helped, 
that you never gave up 
on when other people say 
‘that that boy slow or that 
girl can’t learn’. You per-
severed and because of 
that perseverance Nevis 
is a much better island, 
and the Federation of St. 
Kitts and Nevis is a much 
better country,” he said.
In response, on behalf of 
the retirees, Ms. Earlene 

Maynard, a former school 
principal and former 
Director of the School 
Meals Programme regis-
tered gratitude and took 
the opportunity to  of-
fer her fellow awardees 
some advice.
“We are grateful that we 
are given our flowers 
while we still can smell 
them. Too many persons 
retire unceremoniously. 
Therefore this expression 
of gratitude is a step in 
the right direction…

“Finally retires, as we 
continue our journey 
remember, we have re-
tired not expired. Let 
us all find new passions 
and possibilities because 
there is life after retire-
ment. May God give us 
all good health as we 
continue to build Nevis 
because I still think I am 
a work in progress and I 
can still serve my nation 
and my young people in 
some shape of form and 
I trust all of you have that 
feeling as well,” she said.

Other tributes came from 
the Shekhina Dance 
Theatre; and musician 
Ms. Abigail Kichelle 
Herbert.

Among those pres-
ent were at the cer-
emony were Her Honour 
Hyleeta Liburd, Deputy 
Governor General on 
Nevis; and Hon. Farrell 
Smithen, President of the 
Nevis Island Assembly.

Ministry of Education on  
Nevis honours 16 retirees  

for service to nation building

Some of the 16 retirees honoured by the Ministry of Education with Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis and Minister of Education (back row 
- third from left); Hon. Troy Liburd, Junior Minister of Education (back row - fourth from left); Mr. Kevin Barrett, Permanent Secretary in the Minis-
try of Education (back row – extreme right); Ms. Zhanela Claxton, Principal Education Officer (back row – second from left) and Hon. Alexis Jeffers 
(back row - extreme left), at the Retirement Awards Ceremony and Cocktail hosted by the Ministry of Education, Library Services and Information 

Technology at the Nevis Performing Arts Centre at Pinney’s estate on February 08, 2020
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PM Harris  
reflects on fifth 

anniversary

By Loshaun Dixon 

Members of the Team 
Unity Administration are 
reflecting on their time 
in office as they celebrate 
their fifth anniversary in 
government.
They were elected on 
February 16, 2015 and 
have been celebrating 
the milestone this week 
starting with a visit to the 
industrial and manufac-
turing sector promising 
an extended period of 

celebration.
Prime Minister and 
Leader of Team Unity Dr. 
Timothy Harris said when 
the three parties came 
together many doubted 
they would be able to last. 
“Many doubted whether 
the citizens of St. Kitts 
and Nevis who had iden-
tified themselves with 
several political parties 
could ever come together 
as a single unit to serve 
the national interests.”

He noted that at the time 
the country needed to 
unite. “To end the cycle 
of divisiveness, to end the 
cycle of victimization, to 
bring a brand-new rela-
tionship between the fed-
eral entity and the Nevis 
Island Administration and 
by extension the people of 
Nevis the country had to 
come together”
Dr. Harris thanked all the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis for the support giv-
en to his administration 

over the five-year period. 
“We on the side of gov-
ernment appreciate that 
you had a choice and 
you chose us to serve the 
people.
He said they had their 
detractors who had pre-
dicted the administration 
would not last. “Now that 
we have gone a full term, 
they are now begging for 
an election.”
Dr. Harris also reflected 
on the circumstances of 

five years ago com-
pared to today’s St. 
Kitts and Nevis. “The 
tension in the country, 
the fact we are in the 
parliament and peace 
is prevailing in the 
country. It stands in 
stark contrast to the 
reality in 2015 where 
every parliament 
since 2013 the street 
had to be barricaded 
and the army and po-
lice had to be in the 
streets.”
He also highlighted 
what his government 
had attained dur-
ing the five years. 
“We have advanced 

on every front and are 
stronger than we were 
in 2015. We have expe-
rienced since 2015 five 
consecutive years of posi-
tive growth. From 2010 
to 2014 we experienced 
negative growth,” he said.
Dr Harris noted that to-
day the Federation also 
has the highest per capita 
income of all the member 
states within the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency 
Union. “Today we stand 
as a country with one of 
the largest reserves in 
history; today we stand 
amongst our peers with 
the lowest debt to GDP 
ratio of all independent 
states within the currency 
union—a stark contrast 
to what was before Team 
Unity.”  
He continued, “The in-
ternational assessment 
of our country that came 
through the world justice 
project ranks us number 
one of countries in the sub 
region on the matter of 
good governance on eight 
indicators.
Addressing the election 
Dr Harris noted that they 

have until August to call 
the poll. “Our first sit-
ting of Parliament was 
on May 14th, 2015. The 
five-year anniversary is 
therefore the 14th day of 
May, 2020 and 90 days 
thereafter take us up to the 
12th of August, 2020.”
Dr. Harris explained the 
Team Unity administra-
tion will continue doing 
the work of the people 
but will call the election 
during the constitutional 
deadline. 
“I am thinking about serv-
ing the people. I’m think-
ing about doing more for 
the poor and elderly. I am 
thinking about upgrad-
ing the services of our 
hospitals. I am thinking 
about more scholarships 
for our young people to 
go abroad and study. I 
am thinking about deliv-
ering a music studio and 
cultural developments for 
our young people. And I 
am thinking about ensur-
ing that we establish a 
framework in which the 
cannabis industry can be 
developed in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.”
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