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By Loshaun Dixon 

St. Kitts and Nevis stands 
ready if an earthquake or 
tsunami were to impact 
the Federation. This is 
according to a govern-
ment statement issued 
due to  the increase of 
seismic activity in the 
region.

Attorney General 
Vincent Byron,  who’s 
also Chairman of the 
National Mitigation 
Disaster Council, said 
the council has been 
meeting regularly and 
has a structure in place. 
“We have district com-
mittees in St. Kitts and a 
similar structure in Nevis 
around the constituency 
groups.”

He said local commit-
tees are prepared for any 
type of disaster, primar-
ily for hurricanes, though 
they can be adapted for 
other disasters, too. “We 
do have the case where 
our NEMA (National 
Emergency Management 
Agency) has a robust in-
formation service...They 
have also gone to schools 
and discussed these.”

Bryon also explained 
that they do have an idea 

of the areas that will be 
most affected on the is-
lands and implored all to 
know what areas would 
be most susceptible in the 
event of a tsunami. 

“They have maps of 
St. Kitts and Nevis that 
show the areas that are 
most likely to be af-
fected if there was to be 
a tsunami. Part of the 
awareness programme is 
people must know and 
become aware if they 
live in a danger zone 
which will be the easiest 
place if there was such an 
event or occurrence be-
cause clearly we would 

not have a big lead time 
if such an event was to 
occur.” 

He claims his commit-
tee and other organiza-
tions have been putting 
measures in place to 
ensure the Federation 
can be ready to respond. 
He urged citizens to, 
“Prepare yourselves.  
Have a quick pick up bag 
that is always prepared so 
you can leave for higher 
ground. Both St. Kitts 
and Nevis are a central 
mountain cone and so we 
must be aware how far 
inland we have to get to 
be in a safe zone.”

On January 28 a mag-
nitude 7.7 earthquake 
struck in the Caribbean 
Sea between Jamaica, 
Cuba and the Cayman 
Islands. Three hours lat-
er, a magnitude 6.1 earth-
quake struck roughly 200 
kilometres (125 miles) 
to the west. That fol-
lows the January 7, 2020, 
Puerto Rico earthquake 
and many others quakes 
in the Caribbean region.

A tsunami warning was 
issued for Jamaica, Cuba 
and the Cayman Islands 
after the 7.7 quake.
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PM HARRIS’ STELLAR LEADERSHIP  

ON VENEZUELA MATTER WHEN HE 

SERVED AS CARICOM CHAIRMAN  

PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED AT 31ST 

INTER-SESSIONAL MEETING

February 18th, 2020

The 31st Inter-Sessional 
Meeting of the 
Conference of Heads 
of Government of the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) opened to-
day, Tuesday, February 
18th, 2020, at the Lloyd 
Erskine Sandiford 
Centre in Barbados, with 

Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris’ leadership on the 
Venezuela matter being 
publicly acknowledged 
near the outset by im-
mediate past Chairman 
of CARICOM, Prime 
Minister the Honourable 
Allen Chastanet of Saint 
Lucia.

The immediate past 
Chairman of CARICOM 
also recognized the Prime 
Ministers of Barbados 
(the Honourable Mia 

Mottley) and Trinidad 
(Dr. the Honourable 
Keith Rowley) who, 
during the height of the 
crisis in Venezuela last 
year, provided then-
CARICOM Chairman, 
Prime Minister Harris 
with ancillary support. 

The two Prime Ministers 
accompanied the Prime 

Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis during a shuttle-
diplomacy mission to 
the United Nations in 
January 2019 and in later 
meetings, such as with 
Federica Mogherini, 
the European Union’s 
Foreign Policy Chief. 

As CARICOM’s 
Chairman, Prime 
Minister Harris skill-
fully led the Caribbean 
Community’s advocacy 
efforts to promote a 
peaceful resolution in 

Venezuela with dialogue, 
implemented within a 
framework of non-inter-
ference and non-interven-
tion, and demonstrating 
respect for sovereignty, 
constitutional order and 
democracy, as well as ad-
herence to the rule of law.
Special guests at the 31st 
Inter-Sessional Meeting 
in Barbados include 
Secretary-General of The 
Commonwealth, the Rt. 
Hon. Patricia Scotland 
QC and Canada’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister, 
F r a n ç o i s - P h i l i p p e 
Champagne who is rep-
resenting the Canadian 
Prime Minister, the 
Right Honourable Justin 
Trudeau.  Prime Minister 
Trudeau is unable to at-
tend the meeting due 
to pressing domestic 
matters.

During his opening re-
marks, the Caribbean 
Community’s Secretary-
General, Ambassador 
His Excellency Irwin 
LaRocque welcomed for 
the first time Montserrat’s 
new Premier, the 
Honourable Easton 
Taylor-Farrell, who 
was sworn into office 
on Tuesday, November 
19th, 2019. 

The St. Kitts-Nevis del-
egation comprises the 
Premier of Nevis and 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs in the Team 
Unity administration, 
the Honourable Mark 
Brantley, along with 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Ms. Kaye Bass 
and Press Secretary, Ms. 
Valencia Grant.

The immediate past Chair-
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The beginning…and the end?

EDITORIAL

The silly season has started, even as it is ending.

A date has been set for the bye- election in Nevis. Voters will be going to the 

polls on 5th March.

All that is at stake here is bragging rights. The outcome will not change the status 

quo.  It may be a continuation of the aberrant situation that the Nevis Reforma-

tion Party (NRP) is in, where none of its party leaders has a voice in Nevis, 

where it matters most. The lone Parliamentarian at the Federal level  has been 

largely ineffective. We predict that if the NRP candidate successfully defends the 

seat, then she will move to take over the leadership of the party.   

Yet it is historically significant in that it is the first time that a female is candidat-
ing for the NRP in that District; and it’s the first time in a long time – if not the 
first, of a resignation from parliamentary representation.  It is also the first time 
that the Concerned Citizens Movement (CCM) is repeating - actually “quad-

peating” - a candidate in the District.  Of the 9 elections for Lowlands that pitted 

CCM against NRP (8 full local and 1 bye), six candidates have been offered by 

CCM compared to the three of NRP.  

Maybe CCM and its candidate are encouraged by an increasing share of votes in 

a seat it has never won; a share that has increased from a low of 16% to a high 

of 30%.  The current CCM candidate has himself enjoyed an increase from 24% 

in 2011 to 30% in 2017. This, for NRP, is what is referred to as a safe or garrison 

seat.  CCM has one too. During  the past 9 elections, NRP watched its vote share 

in Gingerland, a seat it once held uncontested, fall to a low of 23%.    

Meanwhile, over in St Kitts-Nevis, we are moving into a situation where Parlia-

ment may auto-dissolve. We came close to self-prorogue twice before (some 

say we actually did), in 2010 and again in 2015. According to the Constitution 

at Section 47, this is what happens on the anniversary date of the first sitting of 
parliament following an election.  That date is May 14th. After that date, the 90 

day countdown begins.  It is a strange, roundabout way of fixing election date. If 
that were to happen, the element of surprise will certainly have been removed. 

Another question that remains unsettled is the issue of boundaries. The country is 

yet to know definitively whether the old, the Douglas’ or a new set of boundaries 
will apply. Whatever is the final decision, we pray that the experience of 2015 
have taught us valuable administrative and electoral lessons from which we all 

have learnt!

February 17th, 2020

Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris leads a del-
egation to the 31st Inter-
Sessional Meeting of the 
Conference of Heads 
of Government of the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM), which 
will convene tomorrow, 
Tuesday, February 18th, 
2020 in Bridgetown, 
Barbados.

The St. Kitts-Nevis del-
egation comprises the 
Premier of Nevis and 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs in the Team 
Unity administration, 
the Honourable Mark 
Brantley, along with 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Ms. Kaye Bass 
and Press Secretary, Ms. 
Valencia Grant.

Prime Minister Harris 
and his fellow Heads 
of Government are 
expected to discuss 
CARICOM’s advocacy 
against blacklisting, 
de-risking and the with-
drawal of correspondent 
banking services, which 
remain of special con-
cern to the Caribbean 
Community.

Prime Minister Harris, 
who has been a leading 
voice in this respect, took 
the opportunity to ad-
dress the dire impact of 
such restrictive policies 
during a stirring speech 
at the opening of St. 
Kitts-Nevis Diplomatic 
Week 2019 last April.

Back then, the Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis said that, “Many 
of our national initia-
tives to secure resilience 
continue to be attacked 
and undermined through 
unilateral restrictive poli-
cies such as de-risking 
and blacklisting, which 
provide an impediment 
to further development 
by threatening our coun-
try’s financial inclusion 

and our people’s finan-
cial access to the global 
financial system.”
Prime Minister Harris 
added: “Such policies 
create urgent develop-
mental challenges, par-
ticularly for us in the 
Caribbean, as research 
published by the World 
Bank in November 2015 
found that the Caribbean 
‘seems to be the region 
most severely affected’ 
by the practice of ter-
minating correspondent 
banking relationships.  
Notably, 69 percent of 
the local/regional banks 
that were surveyed re-
ported a moderate or 
significant decline in 
correspondent banking 
relationships.”

The Prime Minister fur-
ther noted that, “This has 
sweeping implications, 
including on remittances 
and the incidence of 
poverty.” 

The Heads of 
Government will also 
discuss their efforts to 
secure resilience in the 
Caribbean Community, 
such as digital transfor-
mation initiatives.

In St. Kitts and Nevis, 
Prime Minister Harris’ 
administration has been 
taking a steadfast ap-
proach on the digital 
front, and the results are 
palpable.  Moreover, 
countries in the region 
now look toward the 
progress of St. Kitts and 
Nevis as a model.  

In November 2016, 
the Federation of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, the 
smallest independent 
country in the Western 
Hemisphere, was hon-
oured at the 14th World 
Telecommunication/ICT 
Indicators Symposium 
with two awards for out-
standing improvements 
in information and com-
munication technology 
(ICT) development.

Under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister 
Harris, St. Kitts and 
Nevis climbed 20 spots 
on the International 
Telecommunicat ion 
Union’s ICT 
Development Index for 
the year 2016 – by far the 
most improved country.

In the most recent ICT 
Development Index, St. 
Kitts and Nevis ranks #37 
out of 176 countries – the 
highest ranked country 
in the Organization of 
Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS) and second to 
Barbados (#34) in the 
wider Caribbean.

Last year, the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis launched its 
Digital Transformation 
Survey to assist it in 
formulating its Digital 
Strategy and Roadmap 
that would implement 
the digital transforma-
tion of various govern-
ment operations. 

During his New Year’s 
Address on January 1st, 
2020, Prime Minister Dr. 
the Honourable Timothy 
Harris told citizens and 
residents of St. Kitts and 
Nevis that, “Your Team 
Unity Government has 
reduced red tape, making 
it easier for our citizens 
and residents to conduct 
their business even from 
the comfort of their home 
or office.  We are the first 
country in the OECS to 
introduce and implement 
an e-services platform 
for the public to register 
and license new vehicles 
and renew drivers’ and 
vehicle licenses.”

This week’s 31st Inter-
Sessional Meeting will 
also address the regional 
approach to the coro-
navirus, as well as non-
communicable diseases.  
The Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis serves as 
Lead Spokesman for the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) on Health.

PM HARRIS LEADS DELEGATION TO 31ST IN-

TER-SESSIONAL MEETINGOF THE  

CARICOM HEADS OF GOVERNMENT TAKING 

PLACE IN BARBADOS
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When the history books 
of Nevis are written, 
they will record the re-
sponse of Mrs. Cleone 
Simmonds to the call of 
national service. History 
will also indicate that she 
answered the call of the 
Nevis Reformation Party 
to fill the void left by 
the indomitable Joseph 
Parry who had been rep-
resenting the parish of St. 
Thomas since 1987. 

Married with two young 
sons and building a law 

career, it was easy for 
her to decline the offer to 
get involved in electoral 
politics. Her acceptance 
underscores her com-
mitment to her com-
munity and country. She 
has come at a time where 
there is need for a more 
people centred approach 
to politics. 

We have to locate 
Cleone’s response in the 
context of growing up 
without a mother and 
raised by a grandmother 
and caring familiar oth-
ers. They nurtured her 
along the way from pri-
mary school to university. 
As such, she is cognizant 
of the social and cultural 
traditions inherent in the 
society. She is  saying to 

her community that I am 
aware of your dreams 
and aspirations and I am 
prepared to work along 
with you to make them a 
reality.  

Cleone is a person of 
considerable academic 
ability and will contrib-
ute immensely to the 
social and political de-
velopment of the country. 
With a commitment to 
hard work, the pursuit of 
excellence, a passion for 
meaningful change, an 

engaging personality and 
an eye for detail she is set 
for success in politics. 

She has worked in the 
public and private sectors 
so she brings a clear un-
derstanding of the chal-
lenges facing the country. 
We note her willingness 
to find innovative ways to 
address those challenges.  
She is particularly inter-
ested in the education of 
the young people. 

The people of Cotton 
Ground, and indeed the 
people of St. Thomas 
must feel justly proud 
for producing Cleone 
Simmonds on its soil. 
She embodies the spirit 

of the parish marked by 
caring and sharing.  The 
parish of St. Thomas is 
the heartland of the NRP 
support. She will no 
doubt benefit from the 
foundation laid by Sir 
Simeon Daniel, Joseph 
Parry, Victor J. Martin, 
Eustace Nisbett and 
Georgette Seabrookes. 
They all came to politics 
clean and left clean.  She 
is fortunate to have had 
these examples of pa-
triotism to inspire her to 
move to new horizons.  
New politicians need 
good examples. Her task 
then will be to widen and 
deepen the support for 
the NRP in the parish. 
Cleone knows that the 
only place that success 
comes before work is in 
the dictionary. 

By choosing a woman to 
carry the NRP torch in St. 
Thomas, it is expected 
that women will coalesce 
around her and she in 
turn will strengthen the 
Women’s Arm of the 
Party. Also, as a young 
person, the Youth Arm of 
the Party will be inspired 
to continue working to 
strengthen the Party be-
cause a young person is 
now in the top echelons 
of the Party. 

To Cleone we say you 
cannot keep up your 
enthusiasm automati-
cally. Enthusiasm must 
be nourished with new 
actions, new aspirations, 
new efforts and new 
vision. Compete with 
yourself and break your 
own record. Keep feed-
ing your enthusiasm! As 

Samuel Smiles suggests: 
It is energy, the central 
element of which is will,  
that produces enthusiasm 
in all ages. 

Your enthusiasm for 
politics is quite evident. 
Coleman Cox may well 
have been referring to 
your special brand of en-
thusiasm when he wrote: 
it is inspired by reason, 
sound in theory, practical 

in application, reflects 
confidence, spreads good 
cheer, raises morale, in-
spires others and gener-
ates loyalty. 

So the people of Nevis 
in general and the people 
of St. Thomas parish in 
particular can inspired to 
support Cleone for mak-
ing this very bold deci-
sion.  She is prepared to 
work and so the people 

must work along with her 
for mutual benefit. 
Politics is hard work so 
we say to Cleone to heed 
John Wesley’s beseech-
ing to do all the good you 
can, by all the means you 
can, in all the ways you 
can, in all the places you 
can, to all the people you 
can, at all the times you 
can as long as you ever 
can.  

Married with two young sons 

and building a law career, it was 

easy for her to decline the offer 

to get involved in  

electoral politics. 

    AND  

         SHE  

              RISES
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NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (February 17, 
2020) -- A stretch of 
road constructed by 

the Nevis Housing and 
Land Development 
Corporation (NHLDC) 
in Phase 2 at Colquhoun 

Housing Development 
in Colquhoun Estate, 
was officially commis-
sioned at a ceremony on 

February 13, 2020.

During remarks, Hon. 
Alexis Jeffers, Deputy 
Premier of Nevis, 
Minister of Lands and 
Housing in the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) and Chairman of 

the NHLDC Board of 
Directors explained how 
the project materialised.

“You would have heard 
that when we got into 
government Phase 1 
was complete. It was 
completed to the extent 
that houses were built 
but there was no road 
network in Phase 1. We 
were the ones who un-
dertook the construction 
of the asphalt road that 
some of you would have 
driven on to come to 
Phase 2, so that is pretty 
much complete.

“Phase 2 we decided 
we had to continue the 
development in the 
area because there is an 
overwhelming demand 
for housing right here 
in Cotton Ground, and I 

said before we are will-
ing to build houses for 
every and anybody but 
most times you have the 
limitations of available 
land but what we had 
here we were able to put 
to good use, and when 
you look around Phase 2 

you would see there is a 
difference in the overall 
aesthetics that you see 
here as against Phase 1 
but I am not knocking the 
folks at Phase 1, we just 
do things differently,” he 
said.

The project consists of a 
concrete road measuring 
approximately 1,140 feet 
long and 16 feet wide 
with drainage, walkways 
and entranceways. Work 
commenced in mid-
October 2019 and was 
completed in late January 
2020. The contractor was 
Mr. Calvert Herbert of 
Cotton Ground.

Mr. Jeffers used the op-
portunity to call for 
support of the efforts 
of the NHLDC and 
wished the community 

of Colquhoun Housing 
Development well.

 “I want us all to con-
tinue to support the effort 
of the Nevis Housing 
and Land Development 
Corporation and com-
mend us when it is nec-
essary to do so because 
we are trying our best to 
make sure we do what 
we are mandated to do, 
and that is to provide 
affordable housing and 
also quality housing to 
you here on the island of 
Nevis.

“With those few words I 
want to thank you and I 
wish this community all 
the best, and I wish it to 
be safe and sound for all 
of the children and those 
who are here and those 
who are yet unborn to 
flourish in this particular 
area,” he said.

The ceremony was 
chaired by Ms. LaToya 
Jones while a number of 
villagers and homeown-
ers also made remarks.

Among those present 
were Hon. Eric Evelyn, 
Minister of Social 
Development, Hon. 
Spencer Brand, Minister 
of Communication and 
Works and Directors of 
the NHLDC Board.

NHLDC officially commissions road at Phase 2, 
Colquhoun Housing Development

“I want us all to continue to 
support the effort of the  
Nevis Housing and Land  

Development Corporation”

Photo caption: (l-r) Hon. Alexis Jeffers Minister of Lands and Housing in the Nevis Island Administration and Chairman of the Nevis Housing and 
Land Development Corporation and Mr. Keith Scarborough, Concerned Citizens Movement (CCM) Representative for the St. Thomas’ Parish cut the 
ribbon to signal the official commissioning of the Colquhoun Manor Road constructed by the Nevis Housing and Land Development Corporation in 

Phase 2 at the Colquhoun Housing Development in Colquhoun Estate on February 13, 2020
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

Disabled young man 
Van-Devere Williams 
and his mother Yvette 
Browne were among the 
recipients of a new homes 
at the National Housing 
Corporation (NHC) 
Housing Allocation 
Ceremony held in Cayon 
on Feb. 13th. 

Williams, who is para-
lysed from his neck 
down, has been in a 
wheelchair since March 
2008 when he was in-
volved in a traffic acci-
dent on New Road while 
making deliveries for 
Sunrise Bakery. 

General Manager of 
NHC Charles Morton 
thanked the audience for 

coming out to witness 
the handing over of keys 
to new home owners es-
pecially Williams whom 
NHC has ensured was 
not left out. 

Chairman of the NHC 
Board, Valentine Lindsay 
explained that it was a 
challenge for them to 
build on private lands as 
all homeowners wanted 

different designs and 
had different requests for 
their new homes. 

He further explained 
that in every commu-
nity where houses are 
allocated by the NHC, 
at least one of them 
must be accessible to 
the special needs people.  
“Prior to the Team Unity 
Administration only one 

house was built for a 
specially challenged 
person and just under 
five years. 
“The NHC Board 
directed by Eugene 
Hamilton has built four 
houses for specially 
challenged people. We 

must applaud him for his 
vision of accommodating 
for all,” Lindsay said. 

Lindsay mentioned the 
three other homes that 
were built for the spe-
cially challenged in St. 
Peter’s, Sandy Point and 
in Constituency #7. He 
said that the NHC Board 
will be going around the 
country and there will be 
a house built for the spe-
cially challenged in each 
community. 

Minister of Housing 
and MP for the area 
Eugene Hamilton men-
tioned that he’d invited 
Mrs. Elrita Simmonds-
Browne, Permanent 

Secretary in the 
Ministry of Sustainable 
Development, to the 
event. She was one of the 
first people to take a step-
in providing Williams 
with a home accessible 
to him.  

“This home is going to 
this gentleman and his 
mother. As a young man 
he got into an accident 
and has been disabled 
ever since. The previous 
administration had an op-
portunity to provide him 
with a home but they did 
not,” Hamilton said.

He encouraged Williams 
to show thanks and ap-
preciation to residents of 
Cayon such as Richard 
Isaac and Sherilyn 
Brandy, whose support 
helped make his home 
reality.

His mom expressed 
gratitude to the Team 
Unity government for 
ensuring that her son was 
on the list of becoming a 
homeowner. 

Disabled Youth Among 
New Homeowners

New home of Van-Devere Williams  

More Houses Allocated in Cayon

Cutting of the ribbon to the new home
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The park will be partially enclosed 

with a stone wall and trees. Certain 

areas of the park will have extra 

measures to keep out donkeys and 

other livestock

VInncent Lai speaking to Premier  Brantley, Minister of 
Agriculture  Jeffers and others

Pinney’s 

Park still set 

for 2021

By Monique Washington

A completion date of 
2021 is still very much 
the target for the Pinney’s 
Park recreation area. The 
Consultant at the Taiwan 
Technical Mission in St. 
Kitts and Nevis Vincent 
Lai said a lot of behind 
the scenes work has 

already started.

Pinney’s Park, which is 
an estimated US $2.2 
million when completed, 
had a traditional ‘break-
ing of the ground’ by 
Taiwan’s President Tsai 
Ing-wen. The project 
is being funded jointly 
by the Republic of China 

(Taiwan) and the Nevis 
Island Administration

The 14-acre proposed 
park was first announced 
to the general public in 
2014. The initial plans 
for the public park had a 
swimming pool, parking, 
a jogging path, a coconut 
grove and a pier among 

other things.

But the revised design 
will feature a service cen-
ter, wooden stage, multi-
use large event space, 
elevated boardwalk, jog-

ging path, picnic area, 
restrooms and pavilion, 
splash pads, children’s 
playground, basketball 
half court, parking lots, 
food court and bars. The 
park will also have its 
own water source with 
a tank installed under-
ground to supply the park 
and users.

The park will be partially 
enclosed with a stone 
wall and trees. Certain ar-
eas of the park will have 
extra measures to keep 
out donkeys and other 
livestock

The Observer toured the 
nursery that will house 
over 2,000 plants. “Right 
now we have more than 
850 plants in the nursery. 
The bigger ones such as 
the coconut trees after a 
few months we will be 
moved to  a tree bank. 
This tree bank in the 
future can support the 

government with more 
pants for the island use,” 
Vincent Lai said

He indicated to the 
Observer that the plants 
still have a long way to 

grow before they can be 
transferred to the park. 
He indicated that  most of 
the physical construction 
has to be completed at the 
site first before the plants 
can be planted but their 
scheduled date of 2021 is 
still the target, 

Premier of Nevis Mark  
Brantley said Pinneys 
Park can be looked at as 
“one of the deliverables” 
from his government  and 

expressed his gratitude 
to the Taiwanese. “I am 
happy to see the prog-
ress that we are making 
on this particular proj-
ect, and my colleagues 
have come with me to 

show their thanks and 
appreciation. This is one 
of the deliverables from 
the Nevis Island gov-
ernment, something we 
think we can be proud of, 
something that we feel 
will be a lasting bond, an 
indication and monument 
to the friendship that we 
have enjoyed between 
our two peoples, and so 
Ambassador Lee I want 
to thank you.” 
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The One Love Rastafari Movement gives back to 

the communities 

One Love Rastafari Movement and Natural Liv-

ity, as part of their annual black history month 

activity and as mandated by Rastafari- “let the 

hungry be fed and the sick nourished” distrib-

uted food hampers to one elderly person in 

each Parish in Nevis

Mary Stephen Weeks  receiving her baskets 

By Monique Washington

The One Love Rastafari 
Movement and Natural 
Livity has once again 
reached out to the differ-
ent communities on the 
island of Nevis and as-
sisted in providing food 
hampers to the elderly 
and needy.

The One Love Rastafari 

Movement is a stalwart 
behind the continu-
ous mission to Revisit, 
Reflect, Respect and 
honour the great achieve-
ments of Afrikan Heritage 
and to Re-educate people 
so as to ensure that the 
mistakes and mishaps of 
our colonial past.

Their mission is to pro-
mote the advancement 
of the Rastafari na-
tion, through education, 
health, spiritual, econom-
ic and social activities, 
international relations 
and the attainment of rep-
arations and repatriation.

Last Saturday (February 
15) members of the 
movement and Natural 
Livity, as part of their 
annual Black History 

Month activity and as 
mandated by Rastafari- 
“let the hungry be fed 
and the sick nourished” 
distributed food hampers 
to one elderly person in 
each Parish on Nevis.

Recipients of the hampers 
were Ermine Kelly of St 
James, Arington Liburd 
of St. George, Mary 
Stephen Weeks of St. 

Pauls, Ms. Greenaway of 
St. Johns and Eglantine 
Durberry of St Thomas.’

The hampers included lo-
cally grown vegetables, 
toiletries, laundry deter-
gent,  herbs, locally made 
oils, mist, flour, rice 
amongst other items.

Member of the move-
ment Shelly Huggins 
noted that the hamper 
donation has been a part 
of the foundation for the 
past 15 years.

When questioned as to 
how the elders are cho-
sen, she said “we follow 
our creed and look at the 
needy and elders in the 
communities”

She noted that in addition 

to the school awards 
and the hamper dona-
tions they also sponsor 
races at the Violet O’ 
Jeffers Nicholls School, 
the St James Primary 
School and the Elizabeth 
Pemberton Primary 
School.

“We are planning on 
adding the Charlestown 
secondary school to that 

list,” she said.

In December Five first 
form students on Sunday 
received a special award, 
from the One Love 
Rastafari Movement and 
Natural Livity Holistic 
Foundation that will last 
with them for the rest of 
their lives. 

The Special Efforts 
awards were given to 
Micque Washington, 
Adunjiah Hendrickson, 
Kelitia Stanley, Stephen 
Leader and Kemario 
Sutton. The awardees 
received a cash award, 
school supplies and op-
portunity for homework 
assistance, learning about 
farming, playing the 
African drums, arts and 
craft and values.

Items in basket  
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“These are issues that could  

become unnecessarily volatile 

for our citizens and residents and 

we would prefer to deal with those 

emergencies when they come  

forward and at that point, we will 

inform the public.”

No  quarantines 

yet  says  health 

minister

MInister of Health Wendy Phipps
By Loshuan Dixon

No one is yet to be 
quarantined in St. Kitts 
and Nevis for the novel 
Coronavirus but health 
officials admit they have 
set-up two quarantine 
sites just in case they’re 
needed.

Junior Minister of Health 
Senator Wendy Phipps 
said, “Based on informa-
tion from the immigra-

tion department… there 
has been no one who has 
come in for whom we 
thought had any suspi-
cious medical condition 
or would have to fill out 
the immigration form 
in a manner that would 
have required quarantine 
health check or further 
investigations.”

As for potential  quaran-
tine bases, Phipps said to 
avoid public alarm she  
will not be releasing the 
chosen locations. “The 
two sites for St Kitts and 
Nevis are not a matter for 
public disclosure at the 

moment, what I will tell 
you, is that the sites are 
ready.”

She said they did not want 
to release the locations 
due to some of the mis-
information surround-
ing the virus. “What we 
do not want, given the 
amount of international 
misinformation and in 
some cases hysteria, that 
has surrounded reporting 
on the Coronavirus evo-

lution... is for us to have 
a situation where people 
depending on where you 
say a site is might be, sud-
denly become anxious.

“These are issues that 
could become unneces-
sarily volatile for our 
citizens and residents and 
we would prefer to deal 
with those emergencies 
when they come forward 
and at that point, we will 
inform the public.”

Phipps added there are 
protocols in place to deal 
with any potential cases 
that may enter the ports 

in the Federation. “When 
it comes to the proce-
dures that will be in place 
for persons who might 
be deemed warranting 
quarantine…those proce-
dures are already in place 
and have been for the last 
four or five weeks.
“The ministry of health is 
part of an inter-ministeri-
al response team that has 
been meeting regularly. 
Everything is in place for 

us to be ready for such an 
eventuality.”

China has reported 70,635 
cases of COVID-19 
to WHO, which in-
cludes 1,772 deaths. In 
the past 24 hours, China 
has reported 2051 new 
cases. 94% of new cases 
continue to come from 
Hubei province.

Outside China, the WHO 
has received reports of 
694 cases from 25 coun-
tries and three deaths.

 

Quarantines locations undisclosed
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No overrun on cruise pier

“I want to state categorically that 

none of those claims were ap-

proved by the consultant engineer 

engaged by SCASPA.”

By Loshaun Dixon 

Minister of Transport Ian 
Liburd is dispelling ru-
mours that there were cost 
overruns to the 

construction of the US$43 
million second cruise pier 
at Port Zante.

Liburd said there was no 
truth to a report of pier 
cost overrun at Port Zante.  
“To date there have been 

no overruns to this proj-
ect and no attempt by (St. 
Christopher Air and Sea 
Port Authority (SCASPA) 
to increase the cost of the 
project.”

 He admitted there had 
been a claim from the 
contractors but noted 
contractors always make 
claims especially on big 
contracts. “There are 
claims for unforesee-
able circumstances with 
respect to the dredging 
and foreseeable physical 
conditions with respect to 

the piles also for loss of 
time with respect to the 
hurricane.

 “I want to state categori-
cally that none of those 
claims were approved by 
the consultant engineer 
engaged by SCASPA.”

 He noted SCASPA has 
paid out US$41 million 
and still holds five percent 
retention which is stan-
dard in the industry 

 Liburd explained that 
SCASPA has not paid the 
full complement of the 
contract sum, and up to 
the point the contractor 
was ready to hand over 
the project there was no 
cost overrun. “The con-
tractor has not submitted 
any claim, any invoice for 
a cost overrun.  There is 
an arrangement to use the 
pier when it is required to 
mitigate losses as allowed 
by the contract. This is 
testimony the facility is 
ready to be utilized ready 
to be used and is being 

used,” Liburd said.

 He noted since the pier 
was first used there had 
been 89 cruise ship calls 
in St Kitts which brought 
162,000 passengers and 
more than 66,000 crew 
members.

 The Second Cruise Ship 
Pier Construction at Port 
Zante, was constructed 
through a Government 
to Government ar-

rangement between the 
Canadian Government 
via the Canadian 
Commercial Corporation, 
the Contractor and the 
Government of St Kitts 
and Nevis through 
SCASPA with comple-
tion originally scheduled 
for September 23. 

The deadline was pushed 
back initially follow-
ing passage of Tropical 
Storm Dorian impacted 
the ocean currents in 
and around St. Kitts and 
Nevis and further south 

of the Federation result-
ing in significant damage 
to three on-site operating 
barges.

It was again delayed af-
ter some concerns were 
raised over the depth of 
the berthing box but wel-
comed its first ships in 

December and has been 
regularly welcoming 
cruise ships since.
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By Loshaun Dixon 

The roll out of the pilot 
Digital Eastern Caribbean 
Dollar (DXCD), which 
is expected will trans-
form the economy of the 
Eastern Caribbean, is 
set for a second phase in 
March of this year.

Governor of the Eastern 
Caribbean Central Bank 
Timothy Antoine said 
the bank was “very ad-
vanced” with the comple-
tion of phase one. “Phase 
one was the development 
and testing phase. When 
we launched last March 
we said that would take 
12 months so we are near-
ing the end of that phase.”

He explained the next 
phase of the initiative is 
the public education over 
the use of the digital cur-
rency and the training of 
the pilot partners. “So, 
the banks, credit unions 

and the vendors will be 
trained. You need to have 
a good network of ven-
dors so people can trans-
act. And to transact the 
vendors will need to have 
a bank or credit union.”

Antoine said they have 
identified financial insti-
tutions and are continuing 
to register vendors, noting 
the second phase will hap-
pen between March and 
the end of May. “Then 
we propose to launch in 
June. In this meeting, the 
Monetary Council ap-
proved the amendments 
to ensure that the defini-
tion of currencies include 
digital currencies.”

He continued, “We now 
have the legal cover to 
proceed and we are well 
advanced. The app has 
been prepared and is 
being tested.  We now 
have focus groups go-
ing through the countries 

making sure we under-
stand the user experience 
and refine it.”
He said the central bank 
is proposing to have the 
fastest, cheapest and saf-
est payment instrument 
in the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union (ECCB). 
“We want to give people 
the wherewithal to move 
around and move resourc-
es as quickly as possible.”

The digital currency will 
be issued by ECCB and 
be set at an exchange 
rate equal to the existing 
EC dollar. Plans for the 
currency were initially 
launched last March with 
research and planning to 
be done for one year.

The pilot using the ac-
tual digital currency is 
expected to begin around 
March of next year and 
will also include Antigua 
and Barbuda, Grenada, 

St. Lucia and St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines. The 
selection of these four 
countries was based on 
interest from local finan-
cial institutions, accord-
ing to the ECCB.

 The ECCB’s digital cur-
rency would be different 
from cryptocurrencies 
which, though they are 
also digital, are created 
by private entities through 
“mining” and are not reg-
ulated or backed by any 
authority.

The holding and trans-
fer of funds will be done 
through the use of a “digi-
tal wallet” which can be 
downloaded into a smart-
phone as an application. 
The money is tracked 
using blockchain technol-
ogy which acts as a ledger 
verifying the funds.

Governor of Eccb Timothy Antoine

Digital EC Moves to new phase
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L-R- Governor of the ECCB Timothy Antoine, Prime Minister of St. Lucia and Chairman of the ECCU 
Monetary Council Allen Chastenet and Prime Minister of Dominica Roosevelt Skerritt 

By Loshaun Dixon 

The Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB) is 
reviewing the sale of two 
major banks in the re-
gion, the First Caribbean 
International Bank 
(FCIB) and the Royal 
Bank of Canada (RBC). 

 Both are Canadian based 
banks, the sales of which 
the ECCB hopes will 
open an avenue to be 
filled by local Caribbean 
banks.

 FCIB is a subsidiary of 
the Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce 
(CIBC) and in November 

announced sales of two-
thirds of its Caribbean 
banking unit to a com-
pany run by Colombian 
billionaire Jaime Gilinski 
for $797 million. While 
the RBC last December 
announced it had reached 
definitive agreements 
to sell all of its banking 
operations in the Eastern 
Caribbean.

 Governor of the ECCB 
Timothy Antoine 
speaking at the clos-
ing of the meeting of 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union (ECCU) 
Monetary Council meet-
ing in Basseterre said it 
had received an applica-
tion for the sale of both 
financial institutions. 
“We have now received 
an application from 
FCIB in respect of sale of 
two thirds to the Gilinski 
group and we have also 
received formal applica-
tion from the indigenous 
banks which are propos-
ing to purchase RBC 
operations in the Eastern 

Caribbean,” he  said.

Antoine said the ECCB 
was working with regu-
lators across the region 
in respect of the FCIB. 
That’s a matter that ex-
tends beyond the ECCU. 
“Barbados is the lead 
regulator in this matter 
but all central banks are 
involved.”

Antoine said having re-
ceived the applications 
this week for the sale of 
RBC to local Caribbean 
banks in the ECCU the 
Central Bank has now 
commenced an assess-
ment of the applications 
and it will be evaluated 
on its merits.

Addressing the exodus 
of Canadian banks from 
the region Antoine noted 
that this has been fore-
shadowed for some time. 
“This is not a new devel-
opment and so the coun-
cil has taken this matter 
in stride. 

“The position of the 
council and the bank 
has always been in light 
of this development. 
Additional responsibility 
does fall on the indig-
enous banks to take more 
of the load as it were in 
terms of the banking sys-
tem in the ECCU. A lot 
of the efforts have been 
made to support the in-
digenous banks,” he said.

Chairman of the ECCU 
Monetary Council 
Prime Minister of St. 
Lucia Allan Chastanet 
said some of the new 
entrants into the market 
we believe are going to 
be substantially more 
aggressive in their loan 
policies.  

“When you take some 
of the Canadian banks, 
the ECCU region was 
part of a profit and loss 
that was much bigger 
than our part. It means 
most of them think of 
CARICOM or a wider 

part of the Caribbean 
as their profit and loss. 
And for many of those 
Canadian banks that 
profit and loss was their 
smallest profit and loss, 
yet you had a multitude 
of different regulations.”

He said the cost of doing 
business in the region can 
be augmented much bet-
ter with the sale going to 

banks in the region as was 
done with the exodus of 
Scotia Bank and the sale 
of their operations to the 
Trinidad based Republic 
Bank. 

“Republic Bank wants 
to grow and their depen-
dency on the region is 
greater than the depen-
dency of the Canadian 
banks on the region and 

therefore we are going to 
see a much more aggres-
sive bank going forward.

“We have been very 
proactive in understand-
ing and appreciating that 
the indigenous banks 
are going to play a big-
ger role going forward,” 
Chastanet said.

ECCB assessing the sale of more 
Canadian Banks

“When you take some 
of the Canadian 
banks, the ECCU  
region was part of a 
profit and loss that 
was much bigger 
than our part. 
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BASSETERRE (18TH 
February, 2020): 
Continuing to set tour-
ism records and add to 
its growing list of ac-
colades, St. Kitts has 
just won two spots on 
the USA Today 10 Best 
Reader’s Choice Awards 
2020 for Best Caribbean 
Attraction.  The island’s 
Brimstone Hill Fortress 
National Park ranked 
#3 and Romney Manor, 

home of the Caribelle 
Batik Factory, ranked #8 
on this top ten list.

“It is remarkable for 
us to earn two distinc-
tions in this category of 
the prestigious 10 Best 
Awards,” said the Hon. 
Mr. Lindsay F.P. Grant, 
Minister of Tourism, 
International Trade, 

Industry, Commerce and 
Consumer Affairs.  The 
fact that St. Kitts is the 
only Caribbean destina-
tion to appear on this list 
twice is yet another tes-
tament to our marketing 
efforts and to the appeal 
of our unique, top-quality 
attractions that help make 
us a destination of choice 
among today’s discern-
ing travelers.”

Racquel Brown, CEO 
of the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority, added, “To 

win two out of 10 spots 
on this ranking this year 
is a clear indication that 

the our tourism sector 
remains robust and helps 
ensure that St. Kitts re-

mains at the top in what 
is one of the most com-
petitive regions in the 

world for tourism.”

A panel of experts part-
nered with 10Best editors 
to determine the nomi-
nees for each category 
of the Awards. The top 
10 winners for each cat-
egory were determined 
by popular vote.

 10Best.com is a property 
of the USA Today Travel 
Media Group. It provides 
users with original, un-
biased, and experiential 
travel content of top at-
tractions, things to see 
and do, and restaurants 
for top destinations in 
the U.S. and around the 
world.

St. Kitts is the Only Destination 
to Earn Two Spots on Best  

Attractions List

By Loshaun Dixon 

More female footballers 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
will be under the spot-
light again as the fe-
male U20 head to the 
Dominican Republic for 
the CONCACAF finals 
of the FIFA U20 World 
Cup.

General Secretary of 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Football Association 
(SKNFA) Stanley Jacobs 
says the team will depart 
the federation for this 
competition this week-
end. “On the 21st of 
February our women’s 
u20s will depart for the 
Dominican Republic to 
contest in the FIFA in the 
CONCACAF final.”
He reminded that it was 
the second women’s team 
in as many months to be 
involved CONCACAF 

finals coming on the 
heels of the appearance 
of the senior women’s 
team in the Finals of the 
CONCACAF Olympic 
qualifying. “It is a very 
young team again and 
we believe they are go-
ing to do extremely well 
and the experience is go-
ing bode well for them.”

He also noted significant 
part of the senior team 
would be available for 
this competition. “We 
are going to see a lot of 
women from the senior 
team coming back for 
the U20 team and we 
believe that they can do 
well.”

The 2020 CONCACAF 
Women’s U-20 
Championship will be 
the 10th edition of the 
CONCACAF Women’s 
U-20 Championship, 
the biennial international 

youth football cham-
pionship organised by 
CONCACAF for the 
women’s under-20 
national teams of the 
North, Central American 
and Caribbean region. 
The tournament will be 
held in the Dominican 
Republic between 22 
February and 8 March 
2020 

he top two teams of the 
tournament will qualify 
for the 2020 FIFA U-20 
Women’s World Cup in 
Costa Rica and Panama 
as the CONCACAF 
representatives, besides 
Costa Rica and Panama 
who automatically quali-
fied as co-hosts.
St Kitts and Nevis will 
play in group F against 
Haiti, Trinidad and 
Tobago, and the Cayman 
Islands.

“It is remarkable for 

us to earn two  

distinctions in this 

category of the 

prestigious 10 Best 
Awards,” 

Female football 
takes spotlight 

again
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Local model and 

photographer to 

launch new book 
 

Book featured by Vogue 

By Monique Washington

Model and photographer, 
Kacey Jeffers St. James 
Village in Nevis has en-
couraged youth to own 
their own space and story 
in order to be the best 
version of themselves.

Jeffers, 31, was born and 
raised in Nevis. He at-
tended the Combermere 
Primary School, 
Gingerland Secondary 
School and the Nevis 
Sixth form College. 

After working some time 
at the Nisbet’s Plantation 
he ventured off to New 
York city. 

Jeffers traveled between 
New York and London 
modeling for different 
designers then had an 
interest to step from the 
front of the camera to 
behind.

Recently Jeffers created 
his first book entitled 
“Uniforms” and is pre-
paring publish it. Vogue.
com featured his book 
online.

In an interview with the 
Observer, Jeffers said 
that he was grateful be-
ing featured on Vogue.

com “This is my first 
time being featured on 
Vogue.com . I’m grate-
ful for the opportunity 
to introduce Uniform to 
the world through this 
platform. Many people, 
all over the world will be 
aware of the book, of my 
work, and of Nevis too.” 

He noted that the concept 
that inspired his book 
was a past experience 
in school. While walk-
ing through the halls of 
his now-abandoned old 

primary school build-
ing, the idea for Uniform 
was born. “The premise 
was simple portraits of 
youths in their school 
clothes. I had never seen 
anyone I could relate to 
in a magazine or a book 
as a child. So I set out to 
rectify that.” 

Jeffers photographed 
26 students, ages 10-18, 
from 14 schools on the 
island. He noted that 
from shooting the proj-
ect to having a tangible 
book it took about seven 
months. 

He said that working 
with the children felt like 
more of a “collabora-
tion.” “It was a wonderful 

experience working with 
them. They were eager 
to be a part of the project 
and were professionals. 
They took direction real-
ly well and brought their 
own vibe to the images. 
It was collaboration.” 

When questioned about 
leaving a 12,000 popula-
tion to a state with over 
19 million people he not-
ed that it had been a valu-
able experience. “I don’t 
frame my life within the 
narrowness of things be-
ing hard or easy. In some 
ways I am still transi-
tioning and untangling 
myself from the limits 
we tend to consciously 
or unconsciously put on 
ourselves as Nevisians 
by thinking, “I’m from a 
small island.” 

He indicated New York, 
is not that much different 
from Nevis. “I do agree 
the demands of everyday 
life in NY might seem 
heavier and more urgent. 
Ultimately, I think wher-
ever we go; we carry our-
selves, the good and the 
bad. So it is an immense 
learning experience.” 

He announced that his 
next project is the pre-
sentation aspects of 
the book in Nevis and 
beyond.“I want to do a 
proper launch and pop-
up gallery show on island 
as well as some creative 
workshops. Then of 
course a book tour of 
major cities.” 

 Jeffers encouraged the 
youths who would want 
to follow in his footstep, 
to instead made their 
own unique foot prints. 
“Yours (footsteps) are 
unique and specifically 
designed for you.  You 
can look at what I do and 
be inspired, have your 

concept of what’s pos-
sible expanded. 

He implored all to find a 
way to tune out the noise 
that may distract from 
achieving your goals. 

“The people that say, 
“you should be this or do 
that,” and the fear. Listen 
to your heart, your in-
ner voice, and recognize 
your own path forward: 
remember why you were 

born, your purpose. Own 
your own space and 
story. Your best version 
of you is so much better 
than anyone else’s.” 

Kacey’s book cover

“Yours (footsteps) is 

unique and specifically 
designed for you.  You 

can look at what I do 

and be inspired, have 

your concept of what’s 

possible expanded”

Kacey jeffers 
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“We are doing good but we still have a long way to go.”

Atiba Harris Declares Himself  
Representative for Ghetto Youth
Encourages Youth to Stay Focused and Disciplined

By Petra Mc Sheene

St. Kitts and Nevis foot-
ball international has 
declared himself the 
representative for ghetto 
youths after coming 
from early struggles to 
a professional footballer 
to a hero of the St. Peters 
community.

Harris comments came 
as the St. Peters play-
field was renamed in 
his honour last week. 
In an interview with the 
Observer, Harris said that 
the renaming of the foot-
ball field was not just an 
honour for himself but a 
representation for people 
in the struggle and who 
have gone through a lot 
over the years especially 
the ghetto youths. “It is 
an honour and a privilege 
in having this sporting 
facility named after me.” 

The St. Peter’s Playing 
Field was officially re-
named to Atiba Erasto 
Harris Sporting Complex 
in a ceremony Harris a 
former footballer with 
the St. Peter’s football 
team and went on to play 
for a decade for in Major 
League Soccer (MLS) 
and the St. Kitts National 
team representing 63 
times.

He is now residing in the 
US and plays the posi-
tion of defender for the 
Oklahoma City Energy 
in United States Soccer 
League.

In his response to the 
renaming of the playing 
field, Harris reminisced 
the struggle it was grow-
ing up in the ghetto and 
using football as an 
outlet. He spoke about 
his days of growing up 
in a ‘shack’ in Lower 
Monkey Hill with his 
family and about how 
hurricane Hugo blew the 

roof off their house and 
knocked down a mongo 
tree over the bridge mak-
ing the only way to cross 
the bridge is to climb 
over the tree. 

Harris went on to men-
tion the fact that he had 
to clean football shoes 
for senior players such 
as George ‘Yellowman’ 
Isaac, Keith ‘Kayamba’ 
Gumbs and Austin ‘Dico’ 
Huggins and retrieve the 
football in the event that 
it was kicked over the 
walls. 

He said his struggles en-
couraged him even more 
to push towards his goal 
of becoming a profes-
sional footballer.  “I have 
been living in the US for 
a few years and the jour-
ney itself has shown me 
that we have talent here 
and we’ve been saying 
it for quite a few years 
but the talent alone is not 
good enough. We have to 
find that desire, determi-
nation and willingness to 
keep going.” 

He proudly claimed that 
some of the footballers 
that are in St. Kitts are 
better than some of those 
that he has seen in the 
USA but queried if the 
footballers were willing 
and able to work together 
for a common cause. He 
urged them to put away 
their differences and con-
tinue to build the country.  
“We could be number 
one. We are doing good 
but we still have a long 
way to go.” 

 He encouraged the 
students of the Dean-
Glasford Primary School 
in St. Peters who have 
done well in the Primary 
School championships 
to dream big. “I showed 
that it could happen and 
it did. I am not the most 
talented person to come 

out of St. Kitts and there 
is no shame in saying 
that. I showed that it 
could happen but you are 
the future so go out there 
and represent us.” 

Harris also thank the 
government of St. Kitts-
Nevis for their recogni-
tion of him.

In his remarks con-
stituency representative 
Eugene Hamilton said 
St. Peters is a sporting 
community and that 
football was one of the 
things that brings the 
community together. He 
highlighted that Deane-
Glasford Primary was 
doing very well in foot-
ball and informed the au-
dience that both the male 
and female teams of the 
school placed second 
in the national football 
championships. 

Minister of Youth, Sports 
and Culture Shawn 
Richards hailed Harris 
who not only bought 
sporting equipment 
for the St. Kitts-Nevis 
Association of Persons 
with Disabilities, but 
took time to teach them 
how to use the equipment 
by playing games with 
them.  “That is indeed a 
young man who hasn’t 
forgotten the community 
from which he came, the 
community that nurtured 
him and a young man 
who has made a deter-
mination to give back to 
others. So many of us 
need to model this young 
man, indeed a young 
man who is worthy of 
having this field renamed 
in his honour.” Richards 
stated. 

Richards urged the per-
sons of St. Peter’s that 
they should treat sporting 
complex with the same 
level of love with which 
Harris has treated them. 

Wife of Atiba Harris, 
Rachel told the Observer 
that she deems herself 
lucky to be married to 
such a wonderful na-
tional icon and that their 
three daughters Layla 
aged nine, Carianna aged 

six and Bella aged five is 
already following in their 
father’s footsteps with a 
passion for football. 

Harris also took the op-
portunity while on island 
to make a donation of 

football equipment to the 
Dean Glasford Primary 
School. He recently also 
sponsored St. Peters FC 
and St. Peter’s Runners 
basketball team. 
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SKN Move Biker call.

By Monique Washington 

All able-bodied men 
and women 18 and over 
are encouraged to sign-
up for the Ministry of 
Health’s first Bike Relay, 
which will be the second 
event for SKN Moves, 
Nevis Chapter, slated for 
March 22.

The Bike Relay route 

will begin at 7am from 
the TDC parking lot via 
Hunkins Drive. Bikers 
will ride along the is-
land’s main road and up 
the by-pass road to the 
roundabout. They will 
then journey to the end 
of the Long Point Road. 
The bikers will then turn 
around and head back 
to Hunkins Drive via 
the islands main road 
where they will pass the 
baton to another of their 
teammates.

All bikes and safety 
gear will be provided by 
Winston Crooke, a spon-
sor for the event.

The Red Cross will be 
on hand, bike technical 
teams will be traveling 
along the bike route and 
two rest areas will be 
identified.
All participants will re-
ceive a medal and the 
winning team will re-
ceive the winner’s trophy 
sponsored by the Law 
office of Recaldo Caines.

Speaking with the 
Observer Shelagh 
James, Communications 
Specialist in the Ministry 
of Health, said that the 
first event was a success 
and they are hoping to 
keep up the momentum. 
“We had the first event in 
October and it was awe-
some. We weren’t ex-
pecting so many people, 
over 300. So we want to 

keep the momentum up 
and keep the numbers 
up.  People who took part 
in the walk, we are hop-
ing to draw them back in 
again.” 

She said that this time 
around they decided to 
do something differ-
ent for the second event 
to keep persons inter-
est in the SKN Moves 
project.“What we decid-
ed is if you do the same 
thing over and over you 
lose people. People want 
something that is going 
to be different, some-
thing that is going to be a 
challenge. We have never 
done this before for regu-
lar people because gener-
ally, normally they have 
it for professionals. This 
is opened for all persons 
from 18 years and above. 
So, we are trying to en-
courage everybody.” 

James urged females to 
be a part of the competi-
tion. “We need females. 
Females don’t participate 
in most of the activi-
ties we put out there for 

whatever reasons but 
women ride bikes. We 
are encouraging woman 
and everyone to ride 
bikes”

James said that registra-
tion is now open, and the 
fee is EC$20 per person. 
She pointed out that the 
teams will be chosen by 
the organizers. “We want 
the competition to be fair. 

We don’t want to put all 
the professionals togeth-
er.” The plan is to place 
people of similar heights 
together. “It is easy and 
more manageable for ex-
changing. We are looking 
for 40 persons, 10 teams 
of four,” James said.

When questioned about 
upcoming actives for 
SKN Moves Nevis 
Chapter James noted 
that they are still in the 
“pipeline”.

 James encouraged per-
sons “to take part in the 
different activities.”

SKN moves, Nevis chap-
ter was official launched 
in October, 2019 with a 
walk relay along the is-
land’s main road which 
culminated at the Fit 
Wellness Park. SKN 
Moves Nevis chapter 
is a collaborative effort 
between the Ministry 
of Health and Gender 
Affairs, The Department 
of Sports and Fit 
Wellness Center.

Registration now opened for the Ministry of Health bike relay

All bikes and safety gear will be provided 

by Winston Crooke, a sponsor for the event.
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“St. Kitts and Nevis are our great friends. 

They support us at the United Nations Fo-

rum. We understand each other. We are 

facing the same problems like climate 

change, unemployment, underemploy-

ment and things like that”

SKN and India  

“We are great 

friends”

High commissioner 
with part of the 

Indian community in 
Nevis

By Monique Washington 

High Commissioner of 
India Dr. K.J Srinivasa, 
during a trip to the 
Federation, has promised 
continued support to the 
twin islands, in scholar-
ships, grants, loans and 
training. As he said, “St. 
Kitts and Nevis are our 
great friends.”

The High Commissioner 
visited the Federation 
this past week, the first 

Commissioner to visit 
Nevis in more than a 
decade.

Commissioner Srinivasa 
hosted an informal ‘meet 
and greet’ with the Indian 
community on Nevis 
during his one day stay.  
The attendees were quite 
pleased with his visit.

Speaking with the 
Observer, Srinivasa said 
that he visited St. Kitts 
last year to present his 
credentials to the Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris but was unable 
to visit Nevis as he had 
planned to at that time. 

He pointed out the im-
portance of visiting the 
island and meeting with 
the Indian community. 
“We are responsible to 
our Indian citizens. We 
have to take care of their 
needs and attend to their 

problems, consular is-
sues, community matters 
or even distress issues. 

“I feel like it is high time 
that we rekindle our 
contacts and at the same 
time reassure our com-
munity that India’s High 
Commission is here for 
them. We are planning 
on visiting every two to 
three months.” 

He said that India and 
the Federation are “great 

friends” and they have 
a great understanding. 
“They support us at the 
United Nations Forum. 
We understand each 
other. We are facing the 
same problems like cli-
mate change, unemploy-
ment, underemployment 
and things like that.” 

Srinivasa noted that 
India has provided the 
Federation with 11 fully 
paid scholarships for 
study in India. He said 
that thus far seven people 
this year have benefited. 
“In September (2019), 
there were only two 
scholarships to study in 
India, but we increased 
it to 11. They are fully 
paid but right now there 
are only four more avail-
able. For 2021 we are 
looking to increase it to 
maybe 15-20 fully paid 
scholarships.” 

Srinivasa also revealed 
that India has given the 
Federation $100 million 
in grants for community 
development projects 
and a $10 million loan is 
available to the govern-
ment to pursue renew-
able energy. 

He said, during his visit 
to Nevis he met with 
the Deputy Premier 
Alexis Jeffers and the 
Minister of Culture Eric 
Evelyn and said that this 

year he hopes to see an 
Indian presence during 
Culturama. 

“In this day and age, 
man is not isolated any 
more. The world is unit-
ed through technology. 
There is no excuse that 
our people can give why 
they are not intermin-
gling with the local cul-
ture or that they are not 
able to spread their own 
culture. 

“I spoke to Minister 
Evelyn about our par-
ticipation in Culturama.  
I will send over some 
of our professionals that 
will be able to teach 
drama and yoga, have 
performances and host 
workshops. Everybody 
can learn.” 

He noted that yoga, 
which is associated with 
culture and heritage 

of India, can help with 
a healthy lifestyle, help 
people mental being and 
improve their overall 
effectiveness. “In June 
there is ‘Yoga Day’ and 
we are hoping to reach 

more people through 
yoga to improve their 
overall effectiveness.” 

Srinivasa’s trip contin-
ued to Anguilla, Antigua 
and    Barbuda where he 

will meet with the Indian 
community there and 
then back to the High 
Commission of India in 
Guyana. 
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New 400,000 gallon water tank at Hamilton completed, 
work continues on distribution mains installation

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (February 20, 
2020) -- Work contin-
ues apace in the Water 
Enhancement Project at 
the Hamilton Reservoir 
compound, and the in-
stallation of distribution 
mains to and from the 
newly-constructed steel 
gas fused 400,000 gal-
lon water tank has com-
menced.  It will replace 
the existing fiberglass 
tank.

During a visit to the work 
site on February 19, 2020, 
Mr. Floyd Robinson, 
Manager of the Water 
Resource Management 
Department, spoke 
to the Department of 
Information of the status 
of the project to date.

“Currently we are just 
now installing the distri-
bution mains to switch 
over from that old tank 
that we are going to dis-
mantle after this process 

is done… We have the 
distribution mains going 
towards Craddock Road, 
and one will be feed-
ing Charlestown proper 
when the tank is fully 
commissioned,” he said.

Another component of 
the project to produce 
more water for the island 
included redeveloping 
the Hamilton well which 
has been in a state of rest 
for almost 10 years after 
it was drilled, due to its 

high manganese content 
in the water and could 
not be used.

The Nevis Water 
Department conducted 
tests on the well to ensure 
that it had retained its 
ability to provide a robust 
supply of water.

Mr. Robinson indicated 
that the tests proved 
satisfactory.

“We did pump test the 
well for about a week to 
make sure that it was still 
consistent, and we are 
satisfied that we are go-
ing to be able to have sus-
tainable water from that 
well at about 230 gallons 
per minute.  That’s equal 
to over 330 gallons per 
day.

“So the well test has been 
completed and we are 
just waiting for this part 

of the project to be done 
[water main installation], 
and then with the old res-
ervoir being dismantled 
the filtration system will 
be installed. The filtra-
tion system is going to 
remove the excess man-
ganese that is currently 
in the well that we just 
developed,” he said.

Regarding the instal-
lation of the filtration 
system, Mr. Robinson 
noted that dismantling of 
the fiberglass tank is ex-
pected to commence dur-
ing the week of February 
24, 2020, once there are 
no further delays due to 
the recent out-of-season 
rains.

“We are looking at dis-
mantling of the tank to 
start next week. It should 
take about a week and 
then shortly after that we 
will start the construction 

for the filtration system. 
The major components 
of the filtration system 
are already on island.

“We are awaiting two 
back wash tanks which 
are soon to be here but 
the major components of 
the system are already on 
island. It has about five 
different parts that go 
together to make the sys-
tem and…even before 
everything is here, we 
can start installing differ-
ent components. So we 
are just waiting for the 
tank to be dismantled and 
then the filtration system 
will be erected,” he said.

Construction for the sys-
tem is expected to take 
about 30 days once there 
are no weather delays 
after which it will be up 
and running.
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By Monique Washington 

More than 1,500 voters 
will head to the polls 
March 5 for District 5 
bi-election, the Parish 
of St Thomas, after the 
date was announced late 
last week by Premier of 
Nevis Mark Brantley. 

The resignation of repre-
sentative of St. Thomas’ 
Joseph Parry December 
31st paved way for this 
bi-election. 

Nomination day will be 
Tuesday February 25th 
from 10 am to 1 pm and 
from 2 pm to 4 pm. Each 
candidate must be nomi-
nated by at least two vot-
ers who are registered in 
the District.

The Concerned Citizens 
Movement (CCM) 

has announced Keith 
Scarborough as its can-
didate. And the Nevis 
Reformation Party 
(NRP) has named Cleone 
Stapleton as its candidate. 

In a statement by the 
Supervisor of Election 
Elvin Bailey, there are 
1,537 electors in that 
district. He pointed 
out the polling stations 
that will be used that 
day are Cotton Ground 
Community Center ( 2 
voting stations),  Jessups 
Community Center, ( 2 
stations )and at the Nevis 
Performing Arts Theater, 

Bailey emphasised that 
the Nevis Performing 
Arts Theater will be 
replacing the Roman 
Catholic Hall that had 
been used in previous 
years.

Bailey said, “Polls will 
be open at 7 am on voting 
day, and close at 6 pm. 
Any and all people in line 
in the precinct of the poll-
ing station at 6 pm will be 
allowed to vote. Anyone 
who comes in line after 6 
pm will not be allowed to 
vote.” 

Bailey said that the 
Presiding Officers will 
receive all election ma-
terials including ballot 
boxes on Wednesday 4th 
March. “All such materi-
als will be displayed on 
the morning of the poll 
before the start of the 
voting. Our new Ballot 
boxes follow internation-
al standards and will be 
displayed, inspected and 
locked before ballots 

1,537 people expected to  

vote at March 5 bi-election
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Republic Bank (EC) Meets Saint  

Lucia Business Community

MEDIA RELEASE

Republic Bank (EC) 
Meets Saint Lucia 
Business Community

(Castries, Saint Lucia, 
February 20, 2020) – 
Republic Bank (EC), on 
Thursday 13th Feb 2019, 
signaled to the corporate 
community of Saint 
Lucia that it was ready 
to do business.  This, at 
the Saint Lucia Chamber 
of Commerce, Industry 
and Agriculture’s first 
Executive Luncheon for 
2020.   

To a packed room of 
over 70 business ex-
ecutives from various 
sectors including ship-
ping, legal, commerce, 
banking, insurance, 
manufacturing and 
other business support 
services, guest speaker 
Michelle Palmer-Keizer, 
Managing Director of 
Republic Bank (EC), 
engaged the audience 
in a targeted but light-
hearted demonstration 
of Republic Bank’s com-
mitment and ability to 
serve Saint Lucia with 
first class service and fi-
nancial products. 

Palmer-Keizer began by 
introducing the Bank’s 
management team, sin-
gling out Gordon Julien, 
Saint Lucia’s Country 
Manager and stating that 
‘local input and locally 
driven decision making 
is one of the biggest and 
most immediate chang-
es” that will be felt from 
Republic Bank (EC).

Providing a short in-
troduction to Republic 
Financial Holdings, 
Palmer-Keizer walked 
the audience through its 
182-year history which 
began in Trinidad and 

now spans, Ghana, 
Cayman, Guyana, 
Grenada, Suriname, 
Barbados and now the 
Eastern Caribbean is-
lands of Saint Lucia 
(its headquarters), St. 
Vincent, Dominica, St. 
Kitts/Nevis, Anguilla 
and Sint Maarten. She 
noted that the Bank had 
built “a solid reputa-
tion as a bank with high 
standards for integrity 
and for delivering results 
with excellent service. A 
bank that also contrib-
utes to building not only 
strong balance sheets but 
strong societies as well.”

Republic opened its 
doors to the Eastern 
Caribbean on November 
1st 2019, and although 
still in transition phase, 
early feedback has been 
positive, in particular, 
on turnaround times on 
applications. Palmer-
Keizer expects that once 
the full transition to the 
Republic Bank platform 
is made, the Bank will 
be putting its experi-
ence in managing big 
projects and its sophisti-
cated credit and financ-
ing facilities to work for 
the business community, 
stating that “In addition 
to a banking mainstay 
of retail products and 
services like mortgages 
and personal loans, we 
do plan to place a good 
deal of focus on progres-
sive areas like real estate 
development, property 
acquisition, working 
capital, bonds and trade 
finance facilities”.
Palmer-Keizer acknowl-
edged that an integral 
part of Republic Bank’s 
ethos is its people cen-
tredness, planted in the 
recognition that the 
Bank’s success is driven 
by its customers, its 

employees and its com-
munities.  It therefore 
invests heavily in all.  
For example, through 
the “Power to Make A 
Difference” social in-
vestment programme, 
over the last 16 years, 
Republic Bank has in-
vested in excess of 43 
million US dollars, en-
gaged over 1,000 chari-
ties and impacted over 
1 million lives in the 
national communities 
within which the Bank 
operates.

Closing off her remarks 
to the business com-
munity, Palmer-Keizer 
thanked everyone for 
the warm welcome ex-
tended to Republic Bank 
(EC) and committed to 
supporting Saint Lucia 
and the other Eastern 
Caribbean islands’ de-
velopment through new 
financing structures and 
building resilience in its 
main economic sectors.

About Republic Bank 
(EC)

Republic Bank (EC) 
Limited (RBEC) offi-
cially opened its doors 
as a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Republic 
Financial Holdings 
Limited on November 1, 
2019. RBEC, a licensed 
bank in Saint Lucia, has 
branches in Dominica, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint 
Lucia and St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines. 
RBEC is also the sole 
shareholder of Republic 
Bank (St. Maarten) 
N.V. and Republic Bank 
(Anguilla) Limited. 
Across these territories, 
RBEC offers compre-
hensive banking services 
through 11 branches and 
39 ATMs.
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Basseterre, St. Kitts, 
February 18, 2020 
(RSCNPF): The tactical 
units of The Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force are currently 
sharpening their skills in 
a number of critical areas 
of security.

Just over 40 members 
of the Special Services 
Unit, the Drug Squad, the 
Anti-Gang Unit, the K9 
Unit and the Task Force 
out of Nevis are partici-
pating in the week-long 
security training course. 
The course began on 
Monday, February 17, 
2020, and is being held 
at the Police Training 
Academy in Basseterre. 
Officers from the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Customs and 
Excise Department along 
with Soldiers from the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Defence 
Force are also benefiting 
from the training as they 
work along with these 
tactical teams.

The training includes 
classroom lessons re-
viewing the Public 
Order Act and the Public 
Meeting and Procession 
Act, as well as, types 
of crowds and crowd 

control, handling prison-
ers, dealing with hostage 
situations and active 
shooters, among other 
topics. The participants 
will also be involved in 
practical exercises to 
reinforce the theoretical 
aspects of their training.

While much of this in-
formation had been 
covered by the Officers 
before, continuous train-
ing is very important, 
especially if the Officer 
is still acquiring experi-
ence in certain situations. 
Assistant Commissioner 
of Police (ACP) respon-
sible for Operations, 
Adolph Adams, ex-
plained that young 
Officers and others who 
lacked exposure stood to 
gain the most from the 
exercise.

“Some of the men and 
women in the units have 
not yet been a part of 
the Regional Security 
Service (RSS) training 
for these types of units, 
while others are actually 
trainers with the RSS,” 
ACP Adams said. “So 
rather than wait for the 
RSS training course 
which is held once per 

year, we thought it would 
be best to utilise the RSS 
trainers that we have and 
host our own.”

“We are putting a heavy 
focus on professional-
ism, because you must be 
competent in whatever 
you are doing to be as 
professional as possible. 
Also, we are using some 
of the situations we have 
seen in some of the videos 
that have been circulating 
as teachable moments to 
enhance our service,” he 
added.

Speaking at a brief 
opening ceremony on 
Monday for the course, 
Commissioner of Police 
Hilroy Brandy stressed 
the important nature of 
the work of the tacti-
cal unit. Commissioner 
Brandy has said that the 
reduced levels of crime 
will allow the Force to 
undertake more locally 
held training in specific 
areas for more units and 
departments. His goals 
are to improve the ser-
vice being offered to the 
public and the continued 
growth of each Officer.

TACTICAL UNITS 

SHARPENING SKILLS 

AT SECURITY  

TRAINING COURSE
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