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Vaccine roll out launched;
Cabinet among first recipients

By Loshaun Dixon

The vaccine programme
in St. Kitts and Nevis is
officially in motion, after the first shots were
administered at the
Newtown Health Centre
on Monday.
First in the Federation to
receive the vaccine was
Medical Chief of Staff
of the JNF Hospital Dr
Cameron Wilkinson, who
preceded the St. Kitts
members of the Federal
Cabinet.
Of the Cabinet members, first to get his shot
was Prime Minister Dr
Timothy Harris who
was followed by Deputy
Prime Minister Shawn
Richards and the other
members.
The remaining members
including Mark Brantley,
Alexis Jeffers and Eric
Evelyn got their vaccines
at a subsequent ceremony
in Nevis.
After
the
Cabinet
Ministers, commissioner
of Police, Hilroy Brandy,
as well as dozens of medical professionals received
their vaccines, along with
members of the National
COVID-19 Taskforce and
other frontline workers.
Prime Minister Harris
during the ceremony said
the people of St. Kitts and
Nevis should feel proud
of their accomplishments
to date.
“Even as we rejoice at

this significant watershed
moment, the country at
large must be reminded it
is not over. It is not over
until we achieve herd immunity; it is not over until
our neighbours achieve
herd immunity.”
Dr Harris said that all
must continue to take the
precautions given, including the wearing of masks,
hand hygiene, the physical and social distancing.
“We must take them to
heart and abide by them
even as we buildout.”
He implored the entire population to get
vaccinated.
“We want that everyone
should come forward in
his or her self-interest and
be vaccinated. That way
you save not only your
life, but you make an effort to save that of your
loved ones. So, I want to
invite everyone. We had
always hoped that we
would be able to begin our
vaccination programme
before there was any hint
of community spread in
our Federation. Thank
God, for He has brought
us this far, and we can accomplish this goal.”
He said it was important for his cabinet to be
among the first to take the
vaccination to show leadership in the push for herd
immunity.
“The Cabinet has come
today to be part of the
initial roll out, because

leadership matters, and
in this particular case,
particularly in the context
of disinformation with
respect to vaccines, we
want to signal to our people that it is safe, and the
results so far have been
efficacious.”

“Persons who are over
80 can still receive this
vaccine, however we are
recommending that they
go to their regular practitioner or physician and
be evaluated to determine
their suitability for receiving this vaccine.”

Chief Medical Officer
Dr Hazel Laws said that
they will be starting with
a phased approach in
terms of the roll-out of the
programme.

Dr Laws said that they
will be using an appointment system, so interested

After the ceremony, they
began vaccinating the
high-risk priority groups
that consist of stage one.”
“This afternoon, over 50
persons have come out
to be vaccinated. They
are choosing to take the
Oxford/AstraZeneca
COVID-19 Vaccine. They
are choosing to protect
themselves, their families
and our society. During
this week, COVID-19
vaccination will continue
at the Newtown Health
Centre, the Basseterre
Health Centre, Sandy
Point Health Centre and
the Tabernacle Health
Centre in St. Kitts and
Nevis, the Charlestown
Health
Centre,
the
Gingerland Health Centre
and the Combermere
Health Centre.”
According to official data,
70 were eventually vaccinated on the first day.
Dr. Laws said the vaccine
would be given to people
aged 18 to 80 years.

individuals in the groups
are asked to go to the
nearest health centre to
make an appointment or
call 311, and they will be
given an appointment.

“We want every citizen
and resident who is eligible to receive the vaccine to take the vaccine.

By taking the vaccine you
are not only protecting
yourself but those around
you and those who are too
young, too frail and too ill
to take the vaccine themselves. Vaccination is crucial to curbing the spread
of COVID-19 infections.
The end of the pandemic
is dependent on rapid
vaccination.”
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DO THOSE WHO RECEIVE TAX CUTS SPEND OR INVEST?
By Everson W. Hull Ph.D.
By Everson W. Hull Ph.D.
Recently, one of my very
thoughtful friends with whom
I seldom ever disagree suggested that:
“…the folks that get tax cuts
don’t spend; they invest...”
We have seen up front the very
damaging effects of policy actions that are aimed at punishing the rich with higher and
higher taxes. These punitive
contractionary fiscal policy actions are exactly the opposite of
what is needed during a severe
economic downturn when the
masses are desperately searching for alternative sources of
funds that would allow them to
feed their families and pay their
rent on time.
Tax policy can be very complex. Consider the simplest
case of black billionaire –
Robert Morris – a graduate
of Morehouse College. At the
graduation exercises in 2019,
Mr. Morris surprised the 400
graduate students by announcing that he would pay off the
entire outstanding student debt
of the graduating class. He
chose to exercise what Nobel
Laureate -- Milton Friedman
-- refers to as the “Freedom
to Choose” by SPENDING
(U.S.) $34 million of his hardearned surplus tax money on
his own people who he loves
dearly, and with whom he
shares a common bond. By
donating his money to the
students, he enjoyed the benefits of sharing his own wealth
rather than have it taken away
from him, against his will, allowing others to exercise the
bragging rights of giving away
that which they did not earn.
The parents consider him a
hero. The huge outstanding
balances for room and board
and tuition were no longer a
financial burden. He did not
issue a military decree as to
how the parents and students
should spend their windfall
game. He granted them the exclusive right to be “FREE TO
CHOOSE” how they spend
their money. The students and
parents will remember Morris’
generosity and m Many students will seek to do exactly
what Morris has done when
they find themselves with surplus cash. It is in the nature of

mankind to give of him- or herself to others.
By contrast, if Mr. Morris
chose not to support the students at Morehouse college and
chose instead to park a few dollars INVEST in low risk / low
return time savings deposits,
the ordinary man on the street
would welcome this opportunity. The parents will submit a
loan application and inform the
bank that they have a few extra
dollars that allow them to qualify for a small loan for repairing a leaky roof or replacing
the unreliable family car. The
neighborhood carpenter would
be called in to replace the roof,
creating jobs for the workers in
the neighborhood.
As a reward to Mr. Morris for
suffering the discomfort of
not having direct access to his
money, he will receive a rate of
return from the lending institution. This rate of return would
typically be sufficient to cover
any losses that he would have
incurred if the price of goods
and services soared during the
loan interval that he was without access to his money.
In a similar vein, if Mr. Morris
INVESTED in the Park Hyatt
hotel on the Peninsular, he
would pocket a healthy return
on his capital investment. But,
at the same time a large number
of locals are going to be hired
to work at the site. On pay day,
they will choose to SPEND
their hard-earned money and
pick up a few groceries or stop
at a few Mom-and-Pop establishments on the way home.
The rich are really not bad
people. They cannot hide
from us. Every dollar that
they “SPEND” or “INVEST”
becomes income for the rest of
us. Because it is “we the people” who must be called on to
produce the goods and services
that they purchase. We are the
“SECONDARY” beneficiaries
of their largesse.
Whether the investor chooses
to spend or invest matters
a great deal. Our Nation
has established a Prosperity
Agenda. The preponderance
of the evidence suggests that
the Nation’s mission objective
in pursuit of a prosperous state
will make us better off rather
than worse off.

Many of us are old enough to
recall the massive human capital exodus that occurred during
the late 1950s. Faced with insufficient income, the masses
made an entirely rational decision. They bailed out and
sought refuge in safe harbors
that offered higher levels of income that allowed them to pay
their rent on time and take care
of their loved ones at home.

Today, the human capital
exodus that St. Kitts and Nevis
once experienced is now being
observed in Haiti, the country
with the lowest income in the
Western Hemisphere. With
a per capita income of U.S.
$1,801, a total of 175,000
Haitians fled in 2017.
Today, there is no mass out
migration from St. Kitts and
Nevis. We are no longer losing the highly valued top talent pool that is critical to our
development and, in turn, the
Nation’s Prosperity. Indeed,
what we are observing is a flow
of Nationals from other states
seeking refuge in St. Kitts and
Nevis.
We have learned the hard way.
We have set aside the inclination to impose higher and
higher taxes and have learned
to live within our means. By
so doing, we have reduced the
heavy burden of the high costs
associated with paying interest
on the outstanding public debt.
These discretionary policy actions have freed up resources
for spending on other highly
valued causes. These actions
have allowed us, proudly, to
reduce our outstanding public
debt-to-GDP ratio from 152
percent in 2005 – the highest among OECS member
states of CARICOM -- to 57
percent the lowest ratio of the
OECS group. It is a level that
is below the regulatory minimum threshold of 60 percent,
established by the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank.
It is noteworthy that the U.S.
experienced its best years ever
recorded in 2017, 2018 and
2019. Total expenditures on
leisure travel by Americans
amounted to US$186.5 billion in 2018. Canadians spent
$33.6 billion and the British
spent $68.9 billion.

Where did the American visit?
A fair share of them visited St.
Kitts and Nevis shattering every visitor-arrival record that
existed, following the global
slowdown in 2008. In 2019,
there were 80,509 stay-over
visitors from the USA, an alltime record high. The same
stay-over records were shattered in other OECS member
states, which own a larger
share of available rooms. A record high number of stay-over
visitors from the USA, richly
endowed with their surplus tax
money headed for St. Lucia
(191,719). Our neighbor in
Antigua and Barbuda also recorded an all-time record high
number of stay-over American
visitors (123,553) visitors.

This is what people everywhere do with surplus income.
It is not rational for anyone
of sound mind to hoard their
money. They either spend it or

save it. And the more of their
money they spend or invest;
the better off each one of us
will be. Why? Because it is
“WE THE PEOPLE” who will
be called on to produce the
goods and services that they
demand.
We depend on them for our
sustenance. Without them, we
will all be up a creek without
a paddle. We have tried it the
Haitian way, and it has not
worked well for us. Today,
there is no massive human
capital flight out of St. Kitts
and Nevis.
Every effort should be made
towards recognizing and rewarding our top talent for
their supra-normal efforts in
sustaining our current Western
Hemispheric lead in pursuit
of the Nation’s Prosperity
Agenda; and in so doing thrusting the Nation closer to its
highest productive potential.

Dr. Everson Hull is a business economist. He currently
serves as Ambassador for St.
Kitts and Nevis to the OAS.
He has served as Adjunct
Professor of Economics at
Howard University, Head
of Money and Banking at
the Congressional Research
Service and U.S. Presidential
Appointee
as
Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Policy
and Research at the U.S.
Department of Labor.
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Restoring confidence

In the 1970’s, the Bank of Commerce failed. But since that time,
we have enjoyed a period of great stability. That stability wasn’t
shaken even as Cooperative Bank changed name and ownership?
several times, eventually becoming RBTT. We were still unshaken
when Barclays transitioned twice before it eventually closed
operations in Nevis nor even when the Bank of Nova Scotia
became Republic Bank. Each change generated its own level
of angst amongst depositors, but nothing major. But the recent
happenings have certainly shaken our confidence.
The St Kitts Nevis Anguilla National Bank has experienced an IT
security breach, which has lasted for more than a week. This is a
Bank that has been touted as the strongest indigenous bank in the
OECS if not the whole region.
National was not the only bank in the news. Just before this, the
Bank of Nevis advised that an entity in Bermuda was fraudulently
trading in cryptocurrency using a name similar to theirs. The only
clue of the falseness of the fraudster was the omission of the word
“the” from the website. Our monetary authority, the ECCB, and
the Bermuda Monetary Authority joined in issuing warnings to
potential investors.
What has happened at National Bank and with the Bank of Nevis
demonstrate that our age of innocence is gone and that we must
exercise extreme care while doing banking business. Clearly, St

Kitts-Nevis has attracted international attention. It is incidents like
these that help explain why banks question clients so much. It’s for
our own protection.
Sadly, too, they highlight, in a way, some of the dangers of new
banking systems versus the old traditional system that relied on
passbooks. To be sure, there are many advantages associated
with the use of technology, but this hack raises the question of
whether in abandoning the old, we have thrown out the baby with
the bathwater. In the old system, a depositor walked away with a
permanent record, the passbook. Maybe its is time to review our
current standards to find a better hybrid between the two.
George Orwell published a book, 1984, in which foretold that Big
Brother is watching us. Indeed, we are being watched and we do
not even know how. And what we do not know can hurt us!

EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT
SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS
SAINT CHRISTOPHER CIRCUIT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
APPLICATION NO. SKBHCV 2018/0265
BETWEEN:
[1] ROYAL BANK OF CANADA
Applicant
and
[1] ALEXANDER ASHLEY BROWNE
(ALSO KNOWN AS ALEX BROWNE)
[2] LISA MARIE RONBACK
Respondents
____________
NOTICE
____________
TAKE NOTICE THAT the Applicant, ROYAL BANK OF CANADA, filed Articles
of Sale Unit B5 settled on November 10, 2020; Articles of Sale Unit B6 settled on
November 10, 2020; an Order dated November 10, 2020; a Notice of Sale by
Public Auction (Unit B5 Sands Condominium) dated February 12, 2021 and a
Notice of Sale by Public Auction (Unit B6 Sands Condominium) dated February
12, 2021 (hereinafter “the Documents”).
The Documents can be accessed by a formal search conducted at the Registry of
the High Court of Justice, Sir Lee L. Moore Judicial and Legal Services Complex,
East Independence Square, Basseterre, St Kitts with respect to the captioned
High Court matter, opening hours being Monday to Friday between 8:00 a.m. to
3:30 p.m.
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DPP calls for evidence
to be provided against
Hamilton
Dr. Terrance Drew
By Loshaun Dixon

Director
of
Public
Prosecutions
(DPP)
Valston Graham has
taken over the matter
brought by Dr. Terrance
Drew against Mr. Eugene
Hamilton, noting that its
being a criminal charge
gives him jurisdiction to
do so, and stating that the
fate of the matter depends
on the strength of the evidence provided.
Dr. Drew, who was on the
Labour Party’s ticket for
constituency eight, lost

narrowly to Mr. Hamilton.
Graham said that in
November of last year,
Dr. Drew brought a private criminal complaint
against Mr. Hamilton,
charging
him
with
bribery.
“They are criminal prosecutions. Those matters
came to my attention last
week and were brought
before the court on
Monday of this week.”
He said Section 65 of the
Constitution of St. Kitts

and Nevis places him as
the custodian and guardian of criminal prosecution in the Federation.
“I consider it to be inconceivable and nonsensical that the DPP must sit
back and allow prosecution that alleges bribery
against an elected official
to be pursued in a private
capacity.”
He said the constitution
gives him the authority
to take over any prosecution by any Authority, and
continue or discontinue

Case Number :NEVHPB2021/0005

Submitted Date:19/02/2021 15:47
Filed Date:19/02/2021 15:47
Fees Paid:52.00

any prosecution
“Having heard of the
matter with Dr. Drew and
Mr. Hamilton, I asked the
court to stand the matter
down, so I can be ready
to come and make an
appearance.
Delano Bart QC appeared
for Dr. Drew and Natasha
Grey appeared on behalf
of Mr. Hamilton.
He urged the counsel
for Dr. Drew to provide
evidence of bribery to
him to substantiate the
allegations.
“I have not made any decision where the matter
is concerned - contrary
to what some people believe. What I have said
to the court is Mr. Bart,
on behalf of Dr Drew,
provide me with disclosure of the evidence that
he has to substantiate the
allegation and charges of
bribery
“My intention, once I am
provided with evidence,
is to analyze it. If it makes
a case that Hamilton has
bribed someone, I have

no difficulty in prosecuting it. I have had no difficulty in prosecuting
persons, regardless of
political persuasion or not
prosecuting persons regardless of their political
persuasion.”

Nelson because I thought
it was the right thing to
do.”

He said he would await
the disclosure, and once
received would examine
it, as has been done in
all criminal matters, then
would make a determination on the matter

“I have not done anything
the constitution doesn’t
empower me to do. A
magistrate has put the
matter to next Monday,
and if you institute a case
since November, you
should already have your
evidence before you institute the case. My request
for disclosure was met
with frowns by Dr Drew’s
representation.”

“I am not a political pundit nor do I like politics,
period. Do I have political friends on both sides
of the aisle, I do? I do not
make decisions based on
political wishes or political pulls.”
Graham said he did not
budge when he was called
upon by some to charge
Dr. Denzil Douglas for
the passport matter.
“I did not budge, I did not
think it was in the public
interest to do so. I discontinued a case two weeks
ago against Leon ‘Natta’

He noted, however, that
the future of this matter
rests in the hands of Dr.
Drew and his Attorney

He said the call for disclosure was not a request, but
a necessity.
“There is only one consequence if they do not
provide the evidence: I
discontinue the matter.
But if they have evidence
they should have no
difficulty.”
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National Bank
back on
track
By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts-Nevis Anguilla
National Bank has now
had all its services restored, after an IT threat
forced the entity to take
the majority of those services offline as a safety
measure.
Two weeks ago, rumours
of a hacking incident at
the bank circulated on
social media, forcing the
bank to put out a statement indicating that it
was experiencing an

all manual transactions to
be uploaded to customers’ accounts. Updated
live balances are therefore
now available at all customer touchpoints.”

IT security systems, and
we will continue to improve our networks and
processes to make them
even more robust and
resilient.”

The Bank statement
said that as of Tuesday,
23rd February, 2021, the
National Bank website
is now accessible, and
customers can obtain up
to date information about
the Bank, and can access Online Banking and
Mobile Banking services
through this online web

The Bank reassured its
customers that it is fully
committed to ensuring
that all services are secure
and fully operational.
Last week Prime Minister
Dr Timothy Harris said
it was the first time in
the bank’s 50-year history that it has dealt with a

“We would like to thank our loyal
customers and stakeholders for
their patience and support during
this difficult period. ‘
interruption in service
caused by an “IT security
incident.” The incident
resulted in the institution
shutting down several of
its key features, resulting
in long lines at the various
branches.
On Tuesday, the bank
said it was pleased to announce that all its systems
were back online, allowing real-time processing
of transactions, and that
customers are now being
served within the normal
opening hours.
“This return to normalcy
is as a result of the untiring efforts of the staff,
especially over the past
few days, which allowed

portal.
Also, the following services have been restored:
Wire Transfers, Mobile
Banking, Debit Card,
Services Account Inquiry
(Real-Time
Balances
Available), Point of Sale,
Online Banking (History
temporarily restricted),
Telephone
Services,
Emails and Credit Card
Services

“We would like to thank
our loyal customers and
stakeholders for their
patience and support during this difficult period.
We have invested significant resources in our

cybersecurity incident of
this magnitude.
“In the management of
the situation, the bank is
not just relying on expertise at the bank; the bank
is relying on professional
advice even relating to
what and how it is to be
communicated.”He said
during the period there
were more deposits than
withdrawals.
“We are doing things appropriately. I can assure
the depositors and all the
customers at the bank that
the national bank leadership is doing everything
humanly possible, and
there is light at the end of
the tunnel .”
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Nevis will receive “its
fair share” of vaccines
By Monique Washington

Thousands of Oxford/
AstraZeneca
vaccines
will be transported to the
Federation during the
days and weeks ahead
and the Premier of Nevis,
Hon. Mark Brantley has
given the assurance that
the Nevisian population
will be receiving its fair
share.
On Thursday, Premier
Brantley said that that the
Federation will be receiving 20,000 vaccines from
India; Venezuela will be
contributing US$200,000
towards the vaccines, and
Taiwan will be donating
US$600,000 towards the
vaccines. Two thousand
vaccines have been received from Dominica

and 21,600 have been
purchased from the
COVAX facility.
Brantley noted that with
the recent donation of the
vaccines from neighbouring island Dominica to
the Federation, Nevis received 25 per cent.
“Two thousand that we
(the Federation) got courtesy the government of
Dominica… we (Nevis)
got 500. The two (Health)
ministries are working
closely together,” he said.
Brantley said that the
Government understands
the level of interaction
between the people in St
Kitts and Nevis, and “ it
makes good sense naturally to spread the vaccine

across the entire country, because as I say and
continue to say, nobody
is safe until everybody is
safe “

“The vaccines are being shared equitably, and
so far things have been
working very smoothly
between the ministries
at the national level and
the local island level,” he
said.
Brantley noted that
though the Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines have
a 95% efficacy rate, both
vaccines present problems for the federation
when it comes to transportation and storage.

Case Number :NEVHCV2020/0108

Submitted Date:29/10/2020 15:50
Filed Date:29/10/2020 15:50
Fees Paid:12.00

“Pfizer has to be stored
in sub-sub temperatures,
and apparently when it
is taken out of storage
has a very short life. It is
also very expensive. It appears that the preference
for (St. Kitts and) Nevis
is the AstraZeneca. The
AstraZeneca we are told
has an efficacy rate in
preventing the disease of
anywhere from 62-90%.
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Premier of Nevis
Mark Brantley
I believe the efficacy increases with the second
dose. AstraZeneca is easier to store,” he said.
Brantley said that there
is the hope in the
Federation there would
eventually be enough
vaccines for the entire
population.

“We hope that we can say
we have 100 percent penetration, but if not, let us
get to the point where we
can say we have achieved
the magic number, which
is 70-80 percent vaccinated. We are in a good
place where vaccines and
vaccination and the availability are concerned,” he
said.
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NIPA new website “doing well”

By Monique Washington

The new website that
the Nevis Investment
Promotion
Agency
(NIPA) launched this
month has generated well
over one thousand visitors
to date.

On February 2, NIPA
launched its new website
www.investnevis.org.
During the launch, the
Premier of Nevis Hon,
Mark Brantley said that
the new site was conceived to move Nevis well
ahead of the competition,
in so far as the investment
and the ease of doing
business is concerned. He
noted that the site would
provide investors with a
portal into Nevis.
“Essentially, it is designed
to put the best face of
Nevis forward, and to
take us into this digitized
world in a serious way,”
he said.

Kimone
Moving,
Director of NIPA speaking three weeks postlaunch, said that the new
site has been doing well to
date, and has received “an
overwhelming number of
visitors”.
“We have received considerable traction from
clients and users all over
the world. To date - from
the period February 1 to
17 - we have seen 1400
visitors to the site. And
that I think is remarkable,
and we continue to see the
site perform as we move
forward,” she said.
She noted that the overall
objectives of this website
are to make Nevis more
visible, and to promote
the investment opportunities that are available on
the island.
“We know that foreign
direct investment is extremely critical for a nation’s development. We
are looking forward to
having that increase of
foreign direct investment,
but also local investment
and having partnership,

so that we can see sustainable growth and sustainable development on the
island of Nevis,” she said.
In addition to visitors,
Moving said that site
has also received some

traction as it relates to registering on the platform
from service providers.
“We would like to encourage more of our service providers to apply
and engage us, so that you

can be a part of this new
platform. It is an opportunity for you as a service
provider to promote your
services so that investors
can reach you at the click
of a button,” she urged.

Speaking to The Observer
previously, Moving said
that the new platform is
more user-friendly and
“encapsulates a modern
approach to doing business throughout government. It offers the NIA

digital platform which
will allow investors to
upload their information,
and a more seamless approach getting their projects through from start to
finish.”
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Geothermal project “definitely
on” – Premier Brantley
Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley
By Monique Washington

The Nevis Geothermal
project is “definitely on”
and moving full steam
ahead.
This was confirmed on
Thursday during his
monthly press conference by none other than
Premier, Hon. Mark
Brantley, who at the time
was responding to The
Observer about the status
of the venture – whether it
was being abandoned.
“The Geothermal project,
it’s interesting that you ask,
because we had a meeting
yesterday (Wednesday)
with the technical team
on Nevis - the legal team,
the NEVLEC (Nevis
Electricity
Company
Limited) and others, and
we’re actually at the end
stages now, of completing
our renegotiation, because
that’s what we’ve been
engaged on.
“So, far from abandoning
the project, we’re actually prepared to move
forward with the project,
and we had some minor
points left to renegotiate.
There is a new player
that has come in as an equity partner - a company
called Albioma - and we
are working with all of
these different lawyers
and different individuals,
to ensure that we have
the best possible deal for
the island of Nevis going
forward. So the project is
definitely on.”
Brantley stated that
as the Nevis Island
Administration (NIA)’s
geothermal pursuit continues, the upgrade will also
carry on at the NEVLEC
power plant. He revealed
that the NIA will be purchasing another Wärtsilä
generator soon.
“Notwithstanding, that
we are committed to
geothermal, we haven’t
stopped trying to upgrade

NEVLEC - so the two
things aren’t mutually exclusive. We have continued with the upgrades of
NEVLEC. In fact, I would
have advised recently that
the government took a decision to purchase another
Wärtsilä engine, to ensure
that we have sufficient
capacity at NEVLEC to
carry the island.
“So that we are not putting, if you will, that on
hold, while we wait for
geothermal, we are saying we should have the
capacity, and if and when
geothermal comes, then
we will do the necessary
switching over to renewables. That is the ultimate
goal, but in the interim we
continue to upgrade,” he
said.

In November 2015,
the
Nevis
Island
Administration,
NEVLEC and Nevis
Renewable
Energy
International
(NREI)
signed a Power Purchase
Agreement. The agreement provides for geothermal resources on
Nevis to supply 25 years
of domestic baseload renewable energy supply.
In 2018, the NREI, contracted GeothermEX to
test the status of the geothermal well at Hamilton.
GeothermEX provided
well-testing services, including designing well
tests and specifying instrumentation requirements.
The first phase of the
project will see nine
megawatts of power that
is immediately expandable to meet the ongoing
power needs of the island,
and capable of exporting
40-50 megawatts of additional power to neighbouring islands. The cost
of the project would be
between US$65 Million
to US$70 Million

In November 2020, the
NIA and NREI began the
process of renegotiating
the existing geothermal
arrangement that would
see consumers on Nevis
paying less for the renewable energy when it
comes on stream.
The company, Albioma,
which the Premier disclosed as having come
in as an equity partner,
describes itself on its
website
(https://www.
albioma.com/en/)
as
“an independent renewable energy producer...
committed to the energy
transition thanks to biomass, photovoltaics and
geothermal energy”. And
also, “the leading generator of photovoltaic
power overseas, where
it constructs and operates innovative projects
with integrated storage
capabilities”.
Following on from biomass and solar power,
Albioma is now developing a new business line,
with the 2021 acquisition
of the Gümüşköy geothermal power plant in
Turkey.
The company’s website also informs that:
“Geothermal engineering consists in extracting
stored heat from below
the Earth’s surface to
generate electricity. At
10 m below the surface,
the ground temperature
is approximately 15°C.
At greater depths, the
temperature increases by
3 to 4°C every 100 m; in
volcanic regions, this temperature gradient may be
as steep as 10°C per 100
m. It is no coincidence
that the leading geothermal electricity producing
countries (e.g. Indonesia,
the Philippines, Turkey,
etc.) are located near tectonic plates.”
“Geothermal power plants
are built near underground
reservoirs from which

heat can be recovered.
These reservoirs contain a
hot liquid known as brine,
at temperatures of up to
350°C. A production well
is drilled into the ground,
enabling brine to be
pumped up to the surface.
The brine then passes
through a heat exchanger,
where it releases heat to a
transfer fluid (such as butane) that vaporises at low

temperature. The brine
is then reinjected into
the ground through another shaft, known as an
injection well. The heattransfer fluid vaporises
and heats up, generating
pressure that can be harnessed to drive a turbine
connected to a generator.
Steam exiting the turbine
enters a condenser, where

it is cooled. On reverting
to its liquid state, the heattransfer fluid resumes its
cycle and can be reused in
the heat exchanger.
Geothermal energy is
constantly available and
renewable, making it an
excellent choice for accelerating the energy
transition.”
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ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn

Heritage pilot project
reveals cultural
preservation efforts
By Loshaun Dixon

The Department of
Culture in St. Kitts and
Nevis on Wednesday
hosted a public seminar
as part of the UNESCO
Intangible
Cultural
Heritage (ICH) Pilot project, that aims to preserve
traditions in St. Kitts and
Nevis’ performing arts,
traditional herbs (medicine), and storytelling.
The first aspect of that
project was on show.
This ICH Pilot project
was made up of seven
research teams, each consisting of a coordinator,
interviewer/ researcher
and a media person. It was
funded by UNESCO and
the programme aimed to
draw attention to the importance of safeguarding
intangible heritage, which
UNESCO has identified
as an essential component and as a repository
of cultural diversity and
creative expression.
During the seminar, videos were showcased made
by the ICH teams of some
cultural aspects including
the making of traditional
brooms, clay pots, mauby,
calabash bowls and traditional wooden houses
among others.
Dorothy
Warner,
Secretary-General
of
UNESCO St. Kitts and
Nevis, said that under
the UNESCO ICH programme, St. Kitts and
Nevis has secured funds
to carry out a comprehensive exercise, leading to
the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage
She said the ICH secretariat will get budgetary
support of US$99,000 to
assist in carrying out the
programmes
“Through this extra-budgetary pilot project, the
Department of Culture
has been engaged since
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mid-May of 2019 in a
four-phased exercise.”
She said under the project, participants have
been trained to identify a
wide range of cultural elements including oral traditions, performing arts,
social practices, folklore
and folk tales.
“They have secured recording equipment and
have learnt to use them for
meaningful data capture.
The fieldwork involves
collecting
information
from the knowledge bearers. The results of all that
hard work will be showcased here today, as well
as in a broader awareness
campaign for all to see
and celebrate.”
Marlene
Phillips-Lee,
Documentation Specialist
at the Department of
Culture, said that the
project had been an
amazing journey for the
department.
“ICH has come a long
way, and St. Kitts-Nevis
became a partner to that
two years ago. From signing the convention five
years ago, to understanding what ICH and the convention mean, to receiving
in excess of ninety-nine
thousand US dollars for
the two-year project, St.
Kitts and Nevis, I think,
is doing quite well to be
first in the Caribbean to
receive funding from the
UNESCO ICH fund.”
She noted that part of the
experience was realizing
cultural aspects had been
preserved up until today.
“It has been a wonderful
experience, because we
recognize we have been
safeguarding for years…
not just at the Department
of Culture but we as a
Caribbean people have
been keeping our tradition alive through history, performance, dance,

food that we eat. All these
things are intangible cultural heritage - the traditions and cultures we
keep alive. It is the people
of the communities who
keep it alive.”
Phillips-Lee said they
were pleased with the
project,
particularly
in relation to capacity
building.
“Over the two years, we
have learnt about ICH
and brought awareness
about it and tried to share
with the public about the
various seminars that we
had. We have been trying to build capacity by
training people in the
communities to help us
do the documentation
process. We were able to
train people on how to
conduct interviews, how
to do oral documentation
with audio recorders, and
to use a digital camera to
document.”
She said it was critical to
meet these individuals
that are keeping the culture alive, to document it,
and have a conversation
with people in the communities about how they
want to safeguard and
protect it.
“It is a part of our identity, and we would want
to be able to transfer that
knowledge to the next
generation, so that they
feel a part of it. How are
they going to learn unless
we leave something behind for them to research
and study?”
Minister of Culture Jonel
Powell urged all to support the traditional St.
Kitts and Nevis culture
before accepting others.
“Quite often we are quick
to support other cultures
before we support our
own. This is an important
step in supporting our
own culture here in St.

Minister of Culture Jonel Powell
Kitts and Nevis.”
He said SKN has always
been punching above its
weight, and has done it
again in this project.

I pledge the federal government’s support with
continuity and longevity
of the secretariat that has
been established by the
Department of Culture.”

“In 2018 we were the first
country in the Englishspeaking Caricom to have
successfully applied for
this particular project.”

Powell
stated
that
throughout the Federation
there is mingling and intertwining of various cultures and traditions.

He said if the culture is
not preserved, “our cultural identity and weakness would not only be
diluted, but would gradually become obsolete”.

He pledged government’s
support in keeping this
project alive.

“Not only with our
Caribbean neighbours,
but international cultures.
These non-nationals are
practicing their culture,
adhering to their principles and traditions in all
aspects of their living. In
this paradigm, it becomes
critically important for us
to not only be aware of

“In the face of growing
globalization, it is important to maintain cultural
diversity. An understanding of ICH in different
communities across the
federation helps with intercultural dialogue and
encourages mutual respect to other ways of life
and living.”

“Culture and cultural
heritage is something we
can’t just turn off and on,
but rather, it should transcend generations, hence
the significance of the
ICH project. To this end,

our own culture and heritage, but to continue to
live it, practice it, preserve
it, and pass it down from
generation to generation.”
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HPU hosts successful ‘Fitness in the
Tropics’; aims at total wellness
By Monique Washington

The
Nevis
Health
Promotion Unit (HPU)
has successfully hosted
its second event of the
year in its ‘Fitness in the
Tropics’ initiative, which
it said is geared towards
creating wellness not just
for the body, but for the
mind and soul.
Last Saturday, a yoga
session was held on the
grounds of the historic
Fort Charles. It was facilitated by instructor Rhonda
Maycock.
Twenty-six

persons attended the introductory session of the
yoga event.
Speaking with The
Observer,
Education
and Prevention Officer
Teryisa Herbert said that
the idea for ‘Fitness in the
Tropics’ is not just to promote physical activity but
also social and cultural
wellness.
She noted that the ‘Fitness
in the Tropics’ initiative
will highlight the importance of “domestic
tourism”

“We want to stress the importance of domestic tourism. So, taking advantage
of the natural resources
offered on the island, we
will be exploring different parts of Nevis, mostly
having outdoor functions
or things that are culturally related,” she said.
She added that the initiative will also promote local business.
“Most of the events we
have, for example, yoga
with Ms Maycock - the
yoga instructor, if persons

Case Number :NEVHPB2021/0006
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want to continue, they
can join her classes or
even the hike instructors.
If persons want to take
a hike they can contact
them as well. So it is a
way of promoting local
businesses,” she said.

to host some of our events
at some of the sites they
are responsible for, like
Fort Charles, the Artesian
Village and Heritage
Village,” she said.

Herbert revealed that the
Ministry of Tourism is
also onboard in sponsoring locations to host some
of the events.

“We don’t only want to
target the physical wellbeing of persons but also
the emotional and mental wellbeing. We don’t
take advantage of how
the beauty of the island
can help with our mental
status. With COVID-19
and being locked in for so

“Tourism is co-sponsoring. They are allowing us

long, it is time for people
to take in the beauty that
is all around them. It is
time to relax and rejuvenate,” she said.
Herbert said that the next
event will be a hike to
Saddle Hill which will be
led by Lemuel Pemberton,
on March 20. The following event will be a Socaised event, but no date has
been confirmed.
Herbert said that once
the initiative is successful
“which it has been so far”,
it will continue into 2022.
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More vaccines
coming for OECS
By Loshaun Dixon

More vaccines are coming for Eastern Caribbean
countries this week after a
deal was struck with the
government of India.
Director General of the
OECS, Dr. Didacus Jules,
said the governments
of the OECS have been
working in very close
coordination.
“The heads of government of the OECS, from
the advent of COVID
pandemic, have been
meeting at least monthly,
with extraordinary meetings held for particular
purposes with singular or
two-agenda item meetings to make decisions in
a speedy manner.”
He said the sub-region
is on the verge of receiving 125,000 doses of
the Oxford/AstraZeneca
from the government of
India.
“We are also working
assiduously not just to
secure the AstraZeneca
doses, we spent all of
the day today having
back and forth with
Prime Ministers. Prime
Minister Harris was very
instrumental in securing, as Chairman of the
Monetary Council, the
financing for the jet that is
going to bring that quantity of vaccines directly to
St. Lucia.”
Dr Jules said they were
informed by the Regional
Security System (RSS)
that once it is clear - the
time of arrival of the jet
from India, the RSS plane
will be waiting at the
airport to begin immediate distribution of the
vaccines to the member
states.
The Director General
said a great deal of effort
has gone into this undertaking, and the vaccines
should be in St. Lucia by
Friday or the weekend.
He added that they have

been aggressively seeking to obtain donations of
vaccines from developed
nations.
“There has been an aggressive round of vaccine
diplomacy, where some
of the larger countries are
looking to secure vaccines
for their citizens first, and
the OECS together with
Caricom, in calling for
vaccine equity to ensure
small island developing
states have equitable access to the vaccines.”
“The government of Cuba
has been approached
and offered access to its
vaccine. They are going
through their stages of approval. The guiding principle is, we rely heavily on
CARPHA for guidance,
and whatever vaccines
that are being applied in
the OECS are being done
with the full knowledge
of CARPHA .”
He said the member states
will still be seeking more
COVID tests.
“Even when the vaccine
is taken and we are able
to achieve herd immunity,
the continuing presence
of COVID-19 worldwide
will mean we will need
to continue testing our
populations to ensure we
have a handle on whatever may spread, and are
able to deal effectively
with any trajectory of this
pandemic.”
He said the OECS had a
deep appreciation to the
government of India for
the consignment of doses.
“Many more efforts are
being made by all of
the governments of the
OECS, leveraging their
diplomatic links and
friendships and connections, to ensure we get
adequate quantities, and
a principle that whatever
we get we are going to
share, to ensure that no
member state is disadvantaged in the provision
of vaccines or support

equipment.”
He said they are aiming
for 350,000 so that the independent member states
can have 40% of the population served.
Prime
Minister
Dr
Timothy Harris said the
Federation will receive
more than 41,000 doses
of the vaccine in the coming weeks.
“In anticipation of the
highest voluntary acceptance of the COVID-19
vaccine in modern times,
my Government has
over 41,600 doses of
AstraZeneca
vaccines
on order, with delivery
over the coming weeks.
We are bringing them in
and making them available free of cost to every
person eligible to receive
them.
Case Number :NEVHCV2020/0108

He thanked the COVAX
Facility and all donors
such as the governments
of Dominica, India,
Taiwan, whom he said
have helped.
Dr Harris said the expected arrival of the charter is
on or about February 26.
“The expectation is that
the RSS plane will be in
Saint Lucia awaiting the
arrival of the charter plane
coming from India.”
He said the cost of the
charter will be covered
by the Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank.
“The cost of the charter is
US$250,000 or just about
EC$680,000. This cost
will be met by the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank
(ECCB). I have, as
Chairman of the ECCB
Monetary Council, advised Governor Antoine
to release the funds, with
the approval of Members
of the Monetary Council.”
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EASTERN CARIBBEAN CENTRAL BANK
VACANCY
Deputy Governor, Eastern Caribbean Central Bank
Pursuant to Section 9 (3) of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank Agreement Act, the Monetary
Council, the highest decision making body of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB) invites
applications from suitably qualified professionals from the Eastern Caribbean Currency Union to
join the Bank’s Executive Management Team in the position of Deputy Governor.
Working at the ECCB will provide a unique opportunity to help the Bank achieve its strategic goals
of monetary stability, financial stability and promoting balanced growth and development of ECCB
member countries. The successful candidate will be based in St Kitts and Nevis, contracted for a
term of five (5) years and shall be eligible for re-appointment.
SELECTION CRITERIA:
The successful candidate must, at a minimum, possess post-graduate level qualifications in
disciplines such as Economics, Finance, Accounting or Business Administration or professional
certification in accounting such as ACCA or CPA.
The successful candidate should also have a minimum of 10 years’ experience in a central bank, the
public sector or the financial sector with at least 7 years’ experience at an executive management
level.
APPLICANTS MUST HAVE:
Candidates must have a record of accomplishment of being a senior leader with sound
understanding of and experience in implementing complex decisions.

Chief Medical Officer Dr. Hazel Laws
By Loshaun Dixon

Some of the 70 persons in
St. Kitts and Nevis who
have been vaccinated
with their first dose of
the Oxford/AstraZeneca
vaccine have experienced
some mild side effects, according to Chief Medical
Officer, Dr. Hazel Laws.
Speaking at a National
Emergency Operations
Centre (NEOC) Task
Force
COVID-19
Consultation on the
Vaccines,
at
Ross
University, Dr. Laws said
that based on the data and
the science, there will be
some side effects to the
Oxford/AstraZeneca that
are the common or the
most common post-vaccine symptoms to date.
“So persons who receive
this vaccine may complain of pain, tenderness
at the injection site, a
general feeling of being
unwell, feeling feverish,
having a headache, joint
or muscle pain, and probably a loss or reduction in
appetite.”
She said the 70 persons
received their first doses

on Monday and that she
had contact with some of
those people experiencing
some mild symptoms following the shot.
Dr. Laws gave an overview of the post-vaccination symptoms being
experienced by people in
St. Kitts and Nevis vaccinated this week.
“About 70 persons received this vaccine at the
Newtown Health Centre,
and so when I woke up
this morning I started
making calls to persons
who would have received
the same. Quite a bit of
persons said ‘I’m fine,
did you give me something yesterday?’ Others
complained of tenderness
or pain at the injection
site. Some said they felt
cold last night; I think
about two or three persons complained of experiencing chills. About
four or five said ‘I had a
mild fever, but I took two
paracetamol tablets and I
was fine’.
“Some complained of a
little feeling of fatigue
or malaise this morning, some said ‘I just had

some body aches and
pains’. One particular
person said I’m experiencing a mild headache.
And I think most or all the
persons who were vaccinated yesterday all went
to work this morning.”
Dr. Laws said all who
were vaccinated were
monitored for any extreme side effects for 15
minutes before they were
released. She added that a
database will be created
to register the side effects
of vaccinated people.
According to the clinical trials of this vaccine,
the Oxford/AstraZeneca
shot can include a high
temperature or headache,
and are a normal sign that
the body is generating an
immune response. They
usually fade within a day
or so.

The other shots approved
in Europe, developed by
Pfizer and Moderna, have
been linked to similar
temporary side effects, including fever and fatigue.

Candidates must be a strong communicator, have outstanding interpersonal skills and be a person
of high integrity. He/she must also be comfortable working in a fast-paced and demanding work
environment.
DUTIES:
The successful candidate will be directly responsible to the Governor, Eastern Caribbean Central
Bank and will deputise in the absence of the Governor.
The Deputy Governor is expected to be a key contributor to major strategic and policy decisions.
The officeholder must engender confidence and credibility in the financial sector and with
development partners; and ought to demonstrate the ability to think strategically; to exercise
sound judgment in a highly complex environment; to manage competing priorities; to successfully
lead teams; and to influence change in the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank and the Eastern
Caribbean Currency Union.
The Deputy Governor will have strategic oversight of:
 Financial Stability
 Banking and Monetary Operations
 Payments System
 Management Information Systems
 Currency Management
 Accounting
 Support Services
SALARY
This position will be paid by the Bank such salaries and allowances as determined from time to
time.
Our recruitment partners, SRI Executive Search, www.sri-executive.com, will be supporting. Please
submit the following documents to DptGoveccb@sri-executive.com:
 Applications, via electronic mail, summarising evidence of the stated requirements
for appointment to the position
 Curriculum vitae
 Two (2) original letters of reference
 Certified copies of certificates
 Official transcripts, where applicable
To reach no later than Friday 12 March 2021.
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DOA to commission cold storage facility
By Monique Washington

A
six-compartment
cold storage facility in
Prospect is to be commissioned in a few weeks
by the Department of
Agriculture, and it is
anticipated that this will
significantly decrease the
amount of produce spoilage on the island and improve food security.
This past week, Minister
of Public Works Spencer
Brand announced that
construction of the facility

had been completed.
The project began early
last year, however after
a week on the job, the
private contractor had
to travel overseas and
because of COVID-19
restrictions, was unable
to return. The Ministry
of Communications was
approached and asked for
assistance in constructing
the facility
The Observer spoke with
Director of Agriculture in
Nevis, Randy Elliott, who

provided details of the
impending benefits.
“Produce was being
stored at the marketing
division, down at the market in Charlestown. We
had one and a half chills
(refrigerators)
where
everything was being
stored together. This new
storage will cut spoilage
significantly.
“For example, down at
marketing, one farmer

might bring in tomatoes
ripe, one might bring it
in half-ripe and another
farmer might bring in cabbage. All three of these
items will be in the same
chill. The ripe produce
is releasing a gas called
ethylene. Ethylene is going to ripen those that are
half-ripe and it will yellow the cabbage. In the
new chill, you can stock
the ripe by themselves,
half-ripe by themselves
and so on. And it will
slow down the ripening
process,” he explained.

Elliott said that the facility will add two additional
months to the life of the
produce, improve food
security and decrease
the importation bill, as a
larger quantity of produce
will be able to be stored.
“Case scenario: the country needs 56,000 pounds
of tomatoes a year to
prevent importation, and
farmers produce 65,000
pounds of tomatoes. But
because you don’t have

proper storage and sometimes everyone plants the
same time, everything
comes, they ripe and they
spoil. This will help to
prevent that. This facility
will help with that gap,”
he assured.
Apart from the six refrigeration units, the facility will house an office,
sorting and grading area.
Elliott said that it will be
opened sometime next
month, but a date has not
been confirmed.

BDO, an accountancy and business advisory firm, providing audit and advisory solutions
to businesses that need to navigate today’s changing world.
Vacancy: Senior Audit Managers
Requirements:
Lead the audit fieldwork at clients in the Eastern Caribbean including St. Kitts, Nevis in accordance
with international auditing standards across various industries.
Train Staff members in IAS and IFRS Standards

Supervise overall aspect of the audit engagements and must be risk focused
Prepare and plot staff schedules based on clients’ time budgets.
Assist other BDO teams in performing certain audit procedures.
Coach and assist junior team members to achieve team objectives,
Mentor and train local Accountants on staff of BDO methodologies and software.
Review audit working papers and reports of Junior staff in accordance with the standards and BDO audit
methodology.
Complete the trainings offered by the firm.
Evaluate performance of engagement team members.
Support the engagement team through performance of substantive audit procedures.
A Demonstrated Knowledge of BDO Audit Methodology as well as technical know-hows on its audit
process and tools.
Must have at least 5 years Audit Experience from a Top Tier international public accounting firm along
with ACCA or CPA Qualifications from a recognized accounting body.

Deadline for Applications 1st March 2021
Email: claudel.romney@bdoecc.com
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