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“Whatever money I have had is in 

safe keeping. Whenever it is  

necessary to have it retracted can 

be retracted. There is no problem 

at all with money.”

By Loshuan Dixon

Former Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Denzil Douglas is con-
tinuing to dodge ques-
tions as it relates to the 
Gatwick Airport seized 
currency incident in the 
UK last November.

At the Labour Party press 
conference this week the 
Observer questioned Dr 

Douglas if he had re-
trieved the 92,000 USD 
that was confiscated 
from him while he was 
traveling in November.

In response Dr. Douglas 
said he was puzzled as 
to what Gatwick inci-
dent was being ques-
tioned. “Let me make 
it absolutely clear that I 
am confused as to which 
of the stories that I have 
read is correct.”

He went on to disclose 
all monies he ever had 
is available to him. 
“Whatever money I have 
had is in safe keeping. 
Whenever it is neces-
sary to have it retracted 
can be retracted. There 

is no problem at all with 
money.”

The Opposition Leader 
said There were so many 
stories on the matter that 
he does not know which 
one to believe. “I never 
had 92,000 USD which 
is correct. When you get 
the right story ask me 
and I will answer.”

He did not deny the inci-

dent happening this time 
around as he has been 
previously doing.

The Crawley Magistrates 
Court in the UK ordered 
that the money be seized 
for up to six months. 
This has been confirmed 
by the Observer.

And Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Mark Brantley 
in December disclosed 
the government had re-
ceived correspondence 
from officials in the 
United Kingdom regard-
ing the matter. According 
to Brantley the total 
amount of cash was 
$78,000USD, £3000UK 
and $2000EC.

In November the story 
came to light following 
an article in the Mail on 
Sunday that said he was 
temporarily detained 
because of $92,000 of 
undeclared cash found 
in his airline carry-on 
luggage.

Douglas had initially 
denied the allegations 

made in the article.

A UK law enforcement 
source said: ‘He told 
them it was for political 
campaigning but could 
not explain where it 
came from and where it 
was really going.’ They 
added: ‘He was pulled 
up by Border Force and 
he declared he had a little 
bit of cash on him.

Anti-money laundering 
rules state anyone leav-
ing the UK to travel to 
a non-EU country must 
declare any sum above 
$11,000 (£8,400). He 
apparently hadn’t done 
this.

Douglas dodging 

Gatwick  

Question
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By Monique Washington 

 The nominated mem-
ber for the Nevis 
Reformation Party 
(NRP), District 5 St. 
Thomas, Cleon Stapleton 
Simmonds is ready for 
the March 5 by-election 
and says she’s ready to 
return that seat to the 
party.

On Tuesday, Simmons 
and Keith “Dis an Dat” 
Scarborough of the 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement (CCM) were 
officially nominated to 
face each other in  the 
bi-election.

That seat had become 
vacant following the res-
ignation Dec. 31, 2019 
of representative of St. 
Thomas’ Joseph Parry. 

Both candidates ar-
rived at the St Thomas 
Community Center, 
Scarborough in the 
morning and Stapleton- 
Simmonds in the after-
noon. Both candidates 
were accompanied by 
members of their re-
spective parties and also 
supporters. 

Shoya Matthew and 
Denzil Webbe signed the 
Statutory Declaration of 
a Person Nominating a 

Candidate for Election  
on behalf of Scarborough 
while Janet Jennifer 
Jeffers and Collin 
Terence Stapleton signed 
the same on behalf of 
Stapleton- Simmonds.

After the signing, both 
candidates took the ‘The 
Oath of Candidates’ dur-
ing the nomination pro-
cess to be eligible to run 
in the bi-election.

After Stapleton-
Simmods signed the 
supporters cheered and 
hugged her. 

Speaking to the media 
Stapleton-Simmonds 
said “I am Very happy 
to be nominated  as the 
candidate for Nevis 5 
on behalf of the Nevis 
Reformation Party. I look 
forward to the upcoming 
election and hope to re-
turn St. Thomas’ to the 
great Nevis Reformation 
Party. I think this is a very 
great accomplishment, it 
is a good feeling.”

 She noted that one of 
her aims is to get more 
females in politics. “As 
you know, the whole 
mission is really to en-
courage more women 
to get involved in active 

politics.”

Scarborough also said he 
feels positive and hopes 
the people of St. Thomas’ 
vote for someone who 
will be in the ruling 
government. “People of 
St. Thomas’ this is an 
opportunity to vote for 
someone who will go 
into government. Like 
I have said elsewhere, 
both of the candidates 
would want to see St. 
Thomas’ do well, grow 
from strength to strength, 
improving its develop-
ment but the difference 
is that one would go into 
Opposition if successful 
and the other one go into 
government if success-
ful,” he explained.

He said that he is feeling 
good about the election 
as he has been doing 
the legwork through 
the community and the 
response has been posi-
tive thus far. “I’m hop-
ing that come March 
5th we will very well 
see St. Thomas’ being 
represented in the Nevis 
Island Administration.” 

1537 people are reg-
istered to vote in that 
district.

 Cleone Stapleton Simmonds Ready 

to return St. Thomas’ to the NRP
Scarborough Vote for someone who will join Government 

Keith Scarborough taking the Oath 

Simmonds taking the Oath 
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Modern day sorrows 

EDIToRIal

In medical jargon, they speak of emerging and re-emerging diseases. 

According to the experts, Emerging diseases include HIV, SARS, Lyme 

disease, Escherichia coli 157:H7 (E. coli), hantavirus, dengue fever, West 

Nile virus, and the Zika virus and now corona virus. They are considered 

new to mankind. Re-emerging diseases are malaria, tuberculosis, cholera, 

pertussis, influenza, pneumococcal disease, and gonorrhea. They have 
been around before, subsided, and are now coming back, some more dan-

gerous than before.

Add to that toxic cocktail the non-communicable diseases of diabetes, can-

cer hypertension, stroke and heart disease that plague us as a people, and 

the biblical question about the nature of man becomes more poignant.

St Kitts and Nevis has been fortunate thus far to have had no reported 

cases of the corona virus.  But that does not mean that we can afford to 

be careless. We are part of the global village and despite our best efforts, 

it is entirely possible that the virus can be imported, especially given how 

central the far east has become to our survival. 

It is worth repeating that symptoms of corona infection are ordinary things 

like coughs, fever and difficulty in breathing. In other words, the virus 
hides in everyday ordinary sniffles.  But left untreated, it can lead to organ 
failure.  Besides, this is a virus, so authorities warn that antibiotics do not 

work, not even those that we take against viral influenza.  

Recovery from the disease is possible but it depends on the state of one’s 

immune system. Many of those who have died already had pre-existing 

health conditions.

This is why the Observer fully supports the preparations being made by 

the Ministry of Health, including the non-disclosure of the quarantine 

sites. Indeed, every care must be taken that the sites do not become stig-

matized like in days gone by when persons had to be quarantined for 

Hansen’s disease.

Geothermal to power 

up in 24 months

By Monique Washington

The long awaited Nevis 
Geothermal project is 
set to begin its con-
struction phase as early 
as next month with a 
completion date set for 
2022. This announce-
ment comes after word 
that NRE International, 
Inc. (NREI), the project 
developer, has partnered 
with the French geo-
thermal firm Albioma, to 
get the job done.

When it is done,  the 
developers predict there 
will be enough energy 
produced to supply many 
of the  nearby Caribbean 
islands.

In November 2015 
the Nevis Island 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
NEVLEC and NREI 
signed a Power Purchase 
Agreement. The agree-
ment provides for geo-
thermal resources on 
Nevis to supply 25 years 
of domestic base load re-
newable energy supply. 

The first phase of the 
project will see 9 mega-
watts of power that is im-
mediately expandable to 
meet the ongoing power 
needs of the island and 
capable of exporting 
40-50 megawatts of ad-
ditional power to neigh-
boring islands.

In 2018,  NREI, contract-
ed GeothermEX to test 
the status of the geother-
mal well at Hamilton. 

GeothermEX provided 
well-testing services, 
including designing 
well tests and specify-
ing instrumentation 
requirements.

On Friday NREI an-
nounced that they 
had chosen a part-
ner, Albioma out of 
France for the develop-
ment of the Nevis geo-
thermal project. 

“Albioma is currently 
operating over 900 MWs 
of power generating ca-
pacity in the Caribbean, 
Europe and the Indian 
Ocean, “the release said

Albioma’s mission, ac-
cording to its website, 
states: “The international 
community is commit-
ted to fighting climate 
change and, to that end, 
accelerating the energy 
transition. Albioma is de-
ploying all its expertise 
and its capacity for inno-
vation to tackle this ma-
jor ecological challenge 
taken up collectively and 
set in the framework of 
the climate plan adapted 
to France in 2017.”

The Observer contacted 
McLeavon Tross, lo-
cal representative for 
geothermal developers 
NREI, who confirmed 
the partnership. “We 
partnered with Albioma 
out of France. They bring 
the equity to the project,” 
he said.

Tross said that the 

construction phase of 
the project will begin 
in March and will be 
taken in four different 
stages, which include 
site clearing and level-
ing, production well, the 
actual construction of the 
plant and the connection 
between the geothermal 
site and NEVLEC.

The project, he said, will 
take from 20-24 months 
and about 80 people will 
be hired for the proj-
ect. “The project is go-
ing to cost between US 
$65 Million to US $70 
Million. The government 
is not putting up any 
money per say.  What the 
government is putting 
up is the resource. The 
resource belongs to the 
government.

“Geothermal is a very 
expensive venture. 
Geothermal is coming 
from, about 5,000 feet 
below us. The resource 
is free but to harness it is 
costing a good penny,” 
he said.

Tross  noted in Nevis, 
“There is enough geo-
thermal to supply the 
entire Windward islands. 
What we have here is 
about 100 megawatts, 
Nevis only consumes 
nine. The resource is 
huge.” 

Tross said when Nevis 
switches on to geother-
mal it will be “a game 
changer”.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday February 28th, 2020NewS Page:5

Small businesses show off in 

SBDC inaugural fair

By Loshaun Dixon

Small Business 
Enterprises in St. Kitts 
and Nevis were given a 
chance to showcase their 
products and services 
as the Small Business 
Development Centre 
(SBDC) staged the in-
augural National Small 
Business Tuesday in 
Independence Square.

The event promoted rela-
tively unknown small en-
terprises in the Federation 
and gave them the oppor-
tunity to put on a public 
display.

The fair was visited 
by Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris and 
members of his admin-
istration who toured the 
booths and even bought 
some of the products that 
were being showcased.

Dr. Harris, speaking with 
the media, commended 
the Ministry of indus-
try and commerce and 
Phillip Browne, one of 
the organizers. “Today 
we were able to see a 
number of businesses 
showcase much of what 
they are doing. Much 
of what is happening is 
unknown and I believe 
by organizing this the 
Ministry has succeeded 
in boosting the awareness 

and knowledge about the 
wide range of businesses 
that are participating,” 
Dr. Harris said.

The prime minister said 
he was impressed with 
the amount of young 
people who had products 
on show. “More signifi-
cantly is the large number 
of young people who are 
now engaged in entrepre-
neurship. I think this is a 
significant development 
because we want to cre-
ate a vibrant country and 
a vibrant economy and 
in that we want people 
to not just be serving as 
employees but to get into 
self-employment.”

Dr. Harris said he was 
also happy to see the va-
riety that was on show. 
“To see a cross range of 
IT services, tours and 
different manufacturing 
products...this makes me 
feel very confident about 
what is happening in St. 
Kitts and Nevis and the 
way in which our young 
people are contributing to 
the economic growth.”

He also highlighted the 
significance of the event. 
“The last five years have 
seen the economy grow 
like it has not grown be-
fore. The last administra-
tion before us there was 
negative growth from 

2009 to 2012.

“The young people are 
part of the principle ac-
tors that are creating the 
spin- off in society taking 
advantage and engaging 
in a variety of services 
that add value to lives.”

He said members of 
the administration were 
pleased about the posi-
tive environment that the 
government is creating. 
“It is providing them an 
avenue to make some-
thing for themselves for 
their families and ulti-
mately our country.”

Deputy Speaker of the 
National Assembly 
Akilah Byron Nisbett 
hailed the female led en-
terprises that were on of-
fer. “It is always a good 
thing to see women step 
forward to say they will 
to see what they can pro-
duce not only for them-
selves and their families 
as well.”

She said she was happy 
to be a part of something 
where so many young 
wmen are being involved. 
“They want to contribute 
to the economy. They 
want to be employers. 
I am happy to see they 
want to come out and be 
a part of this.”

Winielle Perrirea at her Booth at the fair
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By Loshaun Dixon 

The officer in the video 
was seen driving the po-
lice car in what appears to 
be speeding with no seat 
belt on and the passenger 
taking the video also not 
in a seat belt. The passen-
ger was boasting about it 
being the first time he had 
been in a police car while 
not under arrest.

The passenger was also 
seen tampering with the 
equipment of the car 
while the officer did noth-
ing to stop him.

The police high com-
mand in a statement 
Tuesday said they were 
troubled by the content 
of the video. “The High 
Command of The Royal 
St. Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force has become 
aware of the circulation 
of an edited video in 
which an Officer is be-
ing filmed while driving 
what might

have been a Police 
Vehicle. Two civilian pas-
sengers were also present 
in the video and one, in 
particular, made use of 

indecent language and 
appeared to be tamper-
ing with equipment in the 
vehicle.”

The High Command 
said they were “deeply 
concerned” about the 
behaviour of the people 
in the video, “especially 
the inaction of the Officer 
to address the situation.” 
The matter they said is 
under investigation and 
will be dealt with as 
swiftly as possible.

Police High Command to  

investigate officer over video
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

Juniecia Williams, win-
ning four out of seven 
awards, with an overall 
578.50 points, is the new 
Washington Archibald 
High School (WAHS) 
Talented Teen 2020. 

WAHS hosted its annual 
Queen Pageant February 
22 at the school grounds 
under the theme “Forging 
Ahead with Excellence 
and Stature, 20 More 
Years of Shaping Our 
Nation’s Future,” 

This year’s show had 
seven contestants vying 
for the prestigious title 
but at the end Williams 
was a clear winner.

 Showcasing her beau-
ty, brains and talent, 
Williams was able to 
walk away being the 
winner of Introductory 
Speech, Wildcat Wear, 
Performing Talent and 
Interview segments. 

In her performing talent, 
Williams first appeared 
on stage in a makeshift 
bus and blindfolded. 
After the bus crashed due 
to speeding and reck-
less driving, she began a 
dramatic piece about sur-
viving after a tragedy fol-
lowed by a dance number 
where she finished laying 
down at the edge of the 
stage which gave the au-
dience pause as everyone 
thought she was going to 
fall over. 

The show was hosted 

by former WAHS stu-
dent Judy Duponte and 
reigning WAHS Queen 
Shanika Henry who is 
also the reigning Miss 
National Talented Teen. 
Before the final reading 
of the results Duponte 
informed the contestants 
that although there is 
only one crown, they are 
all winners individually 
and went on to encourage 
them to treasure friend-
ships that they make, 
people that they meet and 
lessons learned. 

She said that the results 
should not leave them 
feeling sour, bitter or 
angry but instead happy 
about the journey. 

Gift baskets were given 
to the chaperones of the 
contestants as a token 

of appreciation from the 
committee of the queen 
pageant. Zen Rumney 
was given a special bas-
ket for being the chore-
ographer for the fan fare 
segment and evening 
wear segments of the 
show. 

Each contestant received 
participation trophies as 
well as gift bags from the 
principal of the school 
Joann Sargeant. 

Other segment win-
ners were Drewcilla 
Nicholls for Miss 
Amity, Janeeke Queeley 
for Miss Photogenic, 
Ajanae Bristol won the 
Principal’s Award as 
well as Best Evening 
Wear. Other contestants 

of the show were Calaja 
Henderson and Tahirah 
Vanterpool. 

After the results,  the 
Observer questioned au-
dience members on their 
opinions of the show. 
Devaughn Browne, who 
is no stranger to the 
world of pageantry said 
“This show was amaz-
ing, next year will be 
more amazing because I 
will be a chaperone. The 
show was judged fairly, 
and I loved it to all.”

Youth activist and teach-
er at WAHS Vickell 
Edwards Douglas said 
he believes shows like 
this give females the op-
portunity to empower 
themselves. “Apart from 

showcasing their talents, 
they are ambassadors for 
their school. We in the 
education system contin-
ue to empower, inspire, 
celebrate, motivate not 
just only our students but 
our young women where 
we continue to build that 
competitive opportunity 
to create friendships and 
collaborations among 
students and teachers.”

He continued, “The show 
this evening was of high 
calibre and it was a plea-
sure seeing everyone 
so happy, pumped and 
energized to be here this 
evening. The girls did 
well, the winner was the 
winner and the other girls 
who were a part did an 
amazing job of putting 
the show together.”

Juniecia Williams Crowned  
Washington archibald  
High School 

Miss WAHS 
2020 with her 

team   
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

During the housing allo-
cation ceremony held last 
week at Parry’s Village, 
St. Peter’s Constituency 
Representative Eugene 
Hamilton revelled in the 
sports  history of the area.

Hamilton hailed St. 
Peter’s as a place where 
there is a tremendous 
history of which some 
people are not aware. “St. 
Peter’s has been good in 
cricket, very good in foot-
ball and netball. When 
St. Kitts won its first net-
ball championship back 
in the 70s, there were two 
persons on the team from 
St. Peter’s in the form of 
Joan Tuckett-Phillip and 
Delores Hobson.”

Hamilton further noted 
how St. Peter’s has gone 
forward in producing 
very prolific footballers 
in which quite a few 
have made it to the na-
tional team, including 
two captains. 

“I remember the days of 
James ‘Cold Eye’ Isaac. 
Cold Eye was what I 
would describe as a mid-
field general because he 
took charge of that posi-
tion. I also recall Steve 
‘Yackaboo’ Morton who 
was one of St. Kitts’ 
best defenders; Orville 
‘Sailor’ Thompson as 
well who went on to be 

the captain of the St. Kitts 
team; Sylvester ‘Erasbal’ 
Browne, Alva Martin, 
Kareem ‘Cobbs’ Harris, 
Aiden ‘Z-dan’ Nurse and 
of course one who has 
made it to the national 
team, but internationally 
Atiba Harris.” 

The St. Peter’s Playing 
Field was renamed 
recently to the Atiba 
Erasto Harris Sporting 
Complex. Hamilton 
spoke briefly about Atiba 
being offered a contract 
in Spain at the age of 
eighteen. 

Due to mishandling of 
people here, Harris was 
left to drift and had noth-
ing left to do in Europe. 
After pleas from his 
mother, Harris returned 
home and continued 
playing football. He 
made a name for himself 
by playing in US Major 
League Soccer and a 
team in Mexico. 

“Atiba has told me he 
wants to be the president 
of the football associa-
tion here as he believes 
he can contribute a lot to 
the development of the 
youngsters. Whenever he 
comes home he’s always 
visiting the school... He’s 
always there helping the 
young people, so I be-
lieve that he has a lot in 
him, and I want to thank 
him for that.”

“That school is produc-
ing a quality football 
team. The team placed 
first in the region and 
second nationwide. 
There is a female team 
there as well that placed 
second nationwide. They 
are good ambassadors for 
the people of St. Peter’s.”

Hamilton said St. Peter’s 
is a place where the Team 
Unity government has 
done a lot to enhance 
the quality of life for its 
residents. 

He mentioned the new 
roof recently added to the 
Dean Glasford Primary 
School as well as the 15 
new computers for the 
lab and the new photo 
copying machine.  

The community centre 
was also refurbished re-
cently, and $150,000 was 
spent refurbishing the 
sporting complex. 

Hamilton disclosed that 
soon there will be brand 
new hoops on the bas-
ketball court so residents 
who play basketball will 
have spring rings like ev-
eryone else. 

He said the ground-
breaking ceremony for 
the new health centre will 
be held soon. “We have 
accomplished a lot in St. 

Peter’s as a Team Unity 
Government. Many 
people have benefited 
from the roofing program 
and in Constituency 8 

alone, $4.8 million was 
spent in fixing the roofs 
of persons who have put 
a claim to the govern-
ment. Of that, two and a 

half million went into the 
pockets of people from 
St. Peter’s who did the 
roofing.

Hamilton Praises 

St. Peter’s 

Fastest Growing 

Place in St. Kitts
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JlPS encouraged 

to read more and 

spell better

By Monique Washington

The grade four and five 
students of the Joycelyn 
Liburd Primary School 
(JLPS) have been chal-
lenged to read more in 
order to spell better by 
Lenore Ventour-Corbie, 
the sponsor for the spell-
ing bee competition at the 
school.

Ventour- Corbie, who 
is the former Country 
Head of RBTT Bank, 
returned to Nevis to pay 
an impromptu visit to the 
JLPS.  She is affiliated 
with the school through 
her Lenora Ventour- 
Corbie Challenge Trophy 
Challenge Trophy spell-
ing bee competition.

She got involved at a per-
sonal level with the spell-
ing bee almost 15 years 

ago through collaboration 
with the then principal 
Marion Lescott. In 2006 
the first ever Lenora 
Ventour-Corbie Award 
was presented to Austine 
Liburd, a then grade six 
student who emerged as 
winner of the spelling 
bee.

Ventour-Corbie met with 

the school’s principal 
and also spoke with the 
grades 4 and 5 students 
who will be participat-
ing in the competition 
in July. The students sat, 
listened and participated 
in conversation with 
Ventour- Corbie. 

She shared words of 
encouragement to them 
about the value of the 
ability to spell and the 
medium used to develop 

this skill. “Don’t be shy, 
be brave. Sound your 
words, learn to spell them 
and you can master it. 
The secret to doing that is 
reading. Read every day. 
Once you read you would 
be able to spell, that is 
where you will be seeing 
new words. You will be 
challenged to sound those 
words and then you will 

be able to spell them.” 

She has vowed to main-
tain the Lenora Ventour- 
Corbie Challenge Trophy 
for another 10 years. She 
also reminded them that 
she will be back in July 
to present one of them 
with the spelling bee 
award. “Good luck to all 
of you and I hope to be 
giving this trophy to one 
of you. Aim for it,” she 
concluded.

“Don’t be shy, be brave. Sound your 

words, learn to spell them and you 

can master it.”
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Social Housing Project launched

By Petra Mc Sheene 

In an effort to provide 
housing for low income 
families, the National 
Housing Corporation 
(NHC) launched their 
first complex in the social 
housing project during 
the house allocation cer-
emony held in St. Peter’s 
on Feb. 21. 

In his remarks, General 
Manager of NHC in-
formed people of St. 
Peter’s that they should 
be proud as they had the 
distinct honour of being 
the first to have the so-
cial housing programme 

rolled out. He further 
informed them that they 
were chosen for this spe-
cial occasion.

Morton urged the new 
neighbors to look out for 
each other and for the 
buildings as well.

Chairman of the NHC 
Board Valentine Lindsay 
started his remarks 
by speaking about the 
townhouses at Stapleton 
Greens built with three 
bedrooms and concrete 
roofs, something that was 
unique to the area.. 

“We are pioneering all 

these new initiatives in 
St. Peter’s. St. Peter’s is 
the fastest growing area 
in St. Kitts and as such, 
the way in which we re-
spond to housing has to 
be innovative.” 

Lindsay further stated 
that NHC has a number 
of social houses through-
out the island in Conaree, 
Cayon, Phillips Village, 
Parsons and Dieppe Bay. 

Lindsay explained, 
“Social houses are houses 
that elderly persons, who 
do not have any support, 

live in until they die. 
After that person dies, 
NHC remodels the house 
and gives it to another 
person that needs it.” 

Director of Precision 
Engineering Jorge Alberti 
expressed gratitude to 
Minister of Housing 
Eugene Hamilton for 
allowing his team the 
opportunity to come to 
St. Kitts to build houses, 
while teaching local con-
tractors and construction 
workers how to use the 
technology to get houses 
built in record time. 

Ambassador Jonel 

Powell was a guest at the 
event.  Powell said, “This 
is another silver lining in 
the issue of housing that 
the people of St. Kitts 
has faced for some time. 
This is not just another 
housing project, this is 
a testament to the hard 
work by the minister, the 
Chairman of the NHC 
Board and its employees. 

“They are not just build-
ing homes, they are build-
ing homes for the future 
with people in mind. 
You’re not just putting 
somebody in a house, 
you’re creating homes 
tailored to the residents 

here in St. Peter’s. 

“The concept of the social 
home is a phenomenal 
one and one that I do ex-
pect to be replicated not 
just in central Basseterre 
but throughout St. Kitts 
and Nevis because it does 
address more than just a 
housing solution.”

Powell further went on to 
congratulate persons who 
would be receiving new 
homes and encouraged 
them to take advantage of 
the opportunity to have 
pride in what they have. 

social housing 
complex at St. 

Peter’s 

One of the 
recipients with 
Prime Minister 
Timothy Harris  

and  Eugene 
Hamilton
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High School Students workload  

to decrease Plans to curb  

the amount of subjects  

studies coming

By Loshaun Dixon

Changes are coming to 
the education systems 
in the Federation and 
Eastern Caribbean in 
an effort to reduce the 
workload of high school 
students.

Minister of Education 
Shawn Richards said 
his department is aim-
ing to reduce the number 
of subjects students are 

studying and is hoping to 
have them target subjects 
for a career path. 

Richards was speaking 
at a press conference 
following a meeting of 
the Council of Ministers 
of Education of the 
Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States 
(OECS) which met in St. 
Kitts late last week.

The meeting was 

intended to provide op-
portunities for policy 
makers to agree on 
strategies and actions to 
advance the education 
development agenda of 
the OECS in keeping 
with the OECS Sector 
Strategy and share ex-
periences and innovative 
ideas towards overall 
growth of education in 
the region.

“When they (students) 

enter third to fifth form 
they would be taking a 
cluster of subjects and 
electives to the extent 
that the number of sub-
jects that they would be 
required to take that will 
be reduced,” Richards 
said.

Richards explained that 
the new system would 
drastically reduce the 
workload on students in 
high school and take the 

pressure off them during 
exam time with them 
only studying subjects 
relevant to their desired 
career paths. 

“Students then begin to 
concentrate on a par-
ticular core area, be it in-
formation technology, 
business or  the arts.”

He said Technical and 
Vocational Education 
& Training (TVET) has 

been given greater prom-
inence in the curriculum 
here in St. Kitts and 
Nevis to ensure a well-
rounded workforce can 
be shaped through the 
education curriculum. 

“We are expecting more 
of our students to be 
trained in TVET areas” 
to fill the needs of em-
ployers in the Federation, 
he explained.

Richards speaking at the Press Conference last week
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