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Treasury Building arises from the 

ashes.

.”

By Monique Washington 

Dr. Robertine Chaderton, 
Chairperson of the Sugar 
Industry Diversification 
Foundat ions(SIDF) 
Board of Councilors has 
expressed how pleased 
she was with the con-
struction of the mul-
timillion dollar Nevis 
Treasury Building which 
was mostly funded by 
the SIDF.

In January 2014 a fire 
ripped through the for-
mer structure burning 
it to the ground. That 
fire was ruled an arson 
in March of 2014. No 
one was ever charged. 
Last Thursday, the new 
$11.2 million facil-
ity, $6.5million of which 
was funded by the Sugar 
Industry Diversification 
Foundation (SIDF) was 
opened. Hundreds of 
guest, clergy and govern-
ment officials sat outside 

the building awaiting the 
grand opening. “I am 
pleased with what has 
been accomplished.” 
She noted that during the 
construction they were 
always informed by 
Permanent Secretary of 
Finance Collin Dore on 
the progress of the build-
ing.  “I would like to 
congratulate everyone, 
supervisors, and manag-
ers for such a tremen-
dous effort. The treasury 
building represents the 
financial strength of a 
country. While each part 
of the Federation would 
like to stand on its own 
two feet the SIDF board 
wants Nevis to know 
that it does not stand 
alone. Hence our con-
tribution of $6.5 million 
towards this construction 
project.” 
Permanent Secretary of 
Finance Dore informed 

that they are having the 
grand opening of the 
building, the workers 
would not be returning 
to the building until a 
later date. “The total staff 
count to be relocated to 

this structure will be ap-
proximately 60 persons. 
We will take steps to im-
mediately relocate staff 
by mid to late February. 
Once our Information 
Technology service has 

completed all the infra-
structure for our gov-
ernment wide internet 
services.”
When the staff returning 
the building will host 
the offices of the Inland 
Revenue Department, 
the Treasury Department, 
and will also serve as 
the main hub of our 
g o v e r n m e n t - w i d e 
Information Technology 
infrastructure.

Premier of Nevis Hon 
Mark Brantley noted 
that the new treasury 
building has transformed 
Charlestown as it can be 
seen from everywhere 
in Charlestown. “The 
reason why I think this 
building as a landmark is 
going to be important be-
cause to me it represents 
the spirit of the Nevisian 
people. That spirit of 

renewal, that quintessen-
tial Nevisian spirit, and 
so every time we pass by 
and we see this building 
I want us to remember 
from whence we came. 
Remember that this used 
to be ash. That is what 
was there, and that we 
have been able to emerge 
from those ashes with 
an edifice that is now 
truly a landmark for 
Charlestown.” 
Brantley hailed the 
funders and the contrac-
tors for helping to rebuild 
the financial complex. 
“We wanted something 
that was representative 
of our island and of our 
people and again I say 
thank you to all those 
who were involved,” he 
said. 

The official ribbon 
cutting was done by 
the Deputy Governor 
General Hyleta Liburd.

Deputy Governor general Hyleta Liburd cutting the ribbon to signal the opening of the treasury building ‘

The treasury building  

represents the financial 
strength of a country. While 
each part of the Federation 

would like to stand on its 

own two feet the SIDF board 
wants Nevis to knows that it 

does not stand alone. Hence 
our contribution of $6,.5 
million towards this con-

struction project

One of the houses allocated at Sandy  Point 
with a ramp  



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday February 7th, 2020NewS Page:3

SKN Stands Ready to tackle  

Corona

By Loshaun Dixon 

Chief Medical Officer of 
St. Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Hazel Laws said health 
officials are prepared 
to deal with any poten-
tial cases of the novel 
Coronavirus which may 
come to the Federation.
“The health team within 
St. Kitts and Nevis stands 
ready to identify, isolate 
and manage suspected 
cases of this new viral 
infection. The National 
Health Regulation con-
tinues to monitor this 
outbreak closely. Hour 
by hour, minute by min-
ute,” Dr. Laws said.
She also explained how 
the ports of entry are 
prepared to deal with 
any suspected cases. “If 
we pick up any individ-
ual traveling from China, 
such an individual will 
be directed to the health 
desk at the airport and 
they will have to provide 
us additional informa-
tion. They are screened 
with respect to their 
travel history, we try and 
ascertain all the details 
regarding their travel 
history and we determine 
the risk of their exposure 
to the new Coronavirus 
and go a step further to 

enquire about the health 
status as it relates to their 
temperature.”
Dr laws said the health 
desk at the RLB 
International Airport is 
attended by nurses and 
environmental health 
officers.
She reminded that the 
Federation issued a 
travel advisory that was 
announced on Saturday 
encouraging Kittitians 
and Nevisians not to 
travel to China. “The 
advisory speaks to citi-
zens and residents being 
advised to restrict travel 
to China until the WHO 
gives the all clear in rela-
tion to the Coronavirus.

“Persons who have trips 
planned to China, we are 
asking you to postpone 
them. Persons who have 
travelled from China or 
who have travelled to 
another country from 
China en route to the 
Federation within the 
last 14 days…we are 
asking you to remain 
where you are and not to 
travel to the Federation. 
Those individuals may 
be subjected to screen-
ings and may have their 
movements restricted,” 
Dr. Laws said.

Attorney General and 
Chairman of Disaster 
Mitigation Council 
Vincent Byron assured 
the public the govern-
ment takes this outbreak 

“extremely seriously.”  
“The health of all of our 
citizens, all residents 
here in our country is our 
primary focus and con-
cern and the government 
will do whatever it has to 
do to ensure that our citi-
zens are secure.”

He said that since 
January 24 the National 
Disaster Mitigation 
Council, NEMA and the 
Ministry of Health have 
been meeting to discuss 

these matters and have 
been updating the gov-
ernment and interested 
parties as  to what has 
been happening. “Late 
last week there were ex-
panded meetings. These 
had in attendance all of 
the principal agencies 

of government that 
would be called upon if 
by chance we had to be 
impacted by this virus,” 
Byron said.

He noted that the govern-
ment wants to be ready 
for any potential out-
break. “We have put in 
place a number of mea-
sures to be sure that the 
preparation is proper and 
appropriate.”

Byron explained there 
are sensitization methods 
and training being done 
among the appropri-
ate medical personnel. 
“Every measure that 
is required the govern-
ment will ensure that 
this is done to protect our 
people.”
He also urged citizens 
and residents not to 
panic. “The situation is 
under control and there 
is no need to panic. We 
understand that some 
in social media may be 
spreading misinforma-
tion and we have to be 
guarded against that. 
“We have to ensure that 
we do not in some mis-
guided way disrupt our 

everyday lives other than 
to take the necessary 
precautions to ensure 
healthy living. We must 
be prepared, but at the 
same time must under-
stand that our lives must 
go on.”
National Disaster 
Coordinator Abdias 
Samuel said NEMA 
stands ready to be able 
to respond if any even-
tuality has to occur in 
the Federation. He also 
assured the public that 
the response capabili-
ties are robust and are in 
good shape to respond to 
any eventuality. “We are 
going to continue to sup-
port the activities of the 
Ministry of Health and 
we are comfortable the 
Ministry of Health is do-
ing everything to put the 
infrastructure in place to 
address such risk to the 
federation.”
Minister of Health 
Wendy Phipps has said 
CARICOM health coun-
cil met on Monday to 
discuss the same issue 
impacting the region. 
She also implored the 
public not to take a xe-
nophobic approach to 
citizens of China here in 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

“The health team with-

in St. Kitts and Nevis 

stands ready to identify, 
isolate and manage 

suspected cases of this 
new viral infection. The 
National Health Regula-

tion continues to moni-

tor this outbreak close-

ly. Hour by hour, minute 
by minute.”
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Strangers to the truth!

EDiToRial

It is normal to assume that an Officer appointed to a post such as the Supervisor 
of Elections would have the full confidence of the Government of the day.  It is 
also normal to assume that the Opposition would be suspicious of that officer. 
What is not normal is the vitriolic attacks on the integrity of the officer by the 
Opposition – even to the point of constantly accusing him of malpractice in of-
fice, and without providing any evidence of this alleged malpractice!

The attacks on the officer now include references to him being a Nevisian, as if 
Nevisians are not full citizens of the Federation and should hold no office of con-

sequence.  It is a “race card” that some Kittitians seem to enjoy playing. Recall 
the statement made about Herman Liburd, then Speaker of the National Assem-

bly by the then Leader of the Opposition and former Leader of the St. Kitts Nevis 
Labour Party?

The nation was told that legal proceedings had been taken against the Supervisor, 
only to learn that this was not so. The nation was told that voter lists are not being 
published when that is not so. The public has been told that due process is being 
ignored in the registration of voters when that is not so.  The public is being told 
that qualified commonwealth nationals are not being registered when that is not 
so.   The public is consistently being told these lies.

What the public needs to know is that the Supervisor does not act alone.  He falls 
under the direction of an Electoral Commission whose membership includes a 
member recommended by the Opposition. That member formerly served as At-
torney General under a Labour Administration. What the public needs to know is 
that it is the legislation and case laws that guide the work of the Commission and 
thus the Supervisor of Elections. 
What the public is not being told is that the core of the National Assembly Elec-

tion Act Cap 2.01 was honed under 20 years of a Labour Administration.  To be 
fair, one would have expected amendments of that legislation under Team Unity, 
and that has not yet happened – except for the repeal of early voting.  

It must be noted that the Supervisor has not entered into any public discussion 
with the politicians. To his credit, he has maintained a professional silence, 
preferring instead to educate the public on electoral issues through a series of 
publications in the newspapers, even including the Labour Spokesman.
Perhaps it is this enlightenment of the public that is so frightening to some politi-
cians.  

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (January 31, 
2020) – The follow-
ing is a statement from 
the Nevis Electricity 
Company Limited 
(NEVLEC) regarding its 
overhead power lines.
NEVLEC was very dis-
tressed over an unfor-
tunate accident which 
occurred at Church 
Ground on the 29th 
January, 2020, where 
the hoist of a truck made 
contact with the over-
head power lines whilst 
it was being raised.

This resulted in the truck 
operator, who was stand-
ing beside the truck, re-
ceiving an electric shock. 
Fortunately, the injuries 
suffered were not life 
threatening, and we hope 
to hear of his complete 
recovery in the coming 
days.

In light of this accident, 
NEVLEC wishes to in-
form all truck operators 
and anyone working in 
the vicinity of overhead 
power lines, to take ev-
ery precaution necessary 
to avoid contact with its 
power lines. Some of 

these precautionary mea-
sures are:
 1. First, make an assess-
ment of the presence of 
power lines before doing 
any work.
 2. If there are power lines 
in the vicinity of where 
work is to be undertaken, 
ensure that anything that 
is being handled, includ-
ing the hoist of a truck, 
remain at least 10 feet 
away from the power 
lines.
 3. When the hoist of 
a truck is being raised, 
careful observance must 
be taken to ensure that 
the hoist remains 10 feet 
away from the line. The 
tendency is for attention 
to be paid to the item be-
ing handled and not the 
hoist.

 4. If there is any doubt 
in relation to safety or 
the clearance of 10 feet 
from power lines cannot 
be maintained, please 
contact NEVLEC’s 
Emergency Dispatch 
Unit at Tel: 662-5811 to 
make an assessment of 
the situation. They will 
either arrange for the 

power to be turned off or 
remain on site to ensure 
that work is being carried 
out in a safe manner.
 5. Contact NEVLEC 
immediately if an inci-
dent occurs. If contact 
is made with the high 
voltage power lines, the 
relevant feeder will trip, 
and NEVLEC would 
need to ensure that it is 
safe to restore power.

 6. If you are in a truck 
which comes into con-
tact with power lines, 
remain in the truck and 
contact NEVLEC to shut 
off the power.

 7. If you are in a truck 
that contacts power lines 
and you must exit be-
cause of an emergency 
such as a fire, jump out 
and away from the truck 
as far as possible. Never 
allow any part of your 
body to touch both the 
truck and the ground at 
the same time. 
NEVLEC would like 
to ensure the safety and 
well-being of all the resi-
dents of Nevis.

NEVLEC calls on  
public to exercise  

caution when working in 
vicinity of power lines
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) President and 
former Minister of tour-
ism in St. Kitts and Nevis 
Ricky Skerritt has joined 
some of cricket’s elites 
after he was appointed to 
the Marylebone Cricket 
Club’s (MCC) World 
Cricket Committee.

The committee meets 
twice annually to discuss 
the most important issues 
in the game and acts as 
an independent voice in 
world cricket. 
Skerritt will be joined 
on the committee by 
Alastair Cook England’s, 
All-time leading run 
scorer,  as a new mem-
ber after former West 
Indies fast bowler Ian 
Bishop and Bangladesh 
all-rounder Shakib Al-
Hasan stood down from 
the committee. 

Skerritt commenting on 
the appointment said that 
he was proud to be a part 
of the committee to help 
advance world crick-
et. “Serving world crick-
et on such an important 
MCC committee, among 
such legendary former 
cricketers, is both a privi-
lege and an honour. I will 
do all I can to ensure that 
my West Indies based 

perspective will always 
add value to the work of 
the MCC,” he said.

MCC President and for-
mer England captain 
Mike Gatting indicated 
that Skerritt will bring a 
skill set that the commit-
tee can benefit from. “We 
have been keen for some 
time to appoint a new rep-
resentative from the West 
Indies and I am delighted 
that Ricky will be join-
ing us. His knowledge 

of the game from a West 
Indian perspective will be 
invaluable, and his work 
outside of the sport will 
also be advantageous to 
the committee,” Gatting 
said.

CWI President Skerritt 
also serves world cricket 
as a member of the Board 
of the International 
Cricket Council (ICC), 
where he was recently 
appointed to the spe-
cial Working Group on 
Governance, set out to 
consider the future gov-
ernance structure of the 
ICC. 

Skerritt also served as 
West Indies Senior Team 
Manager, prior to his po-
litical career. 
Skerritt was elected CWI 
President in March 2019, 
defeating Dave Cameron 
in a narrow vote who 
had held the post for six 
years.

He is a former Minister 
of Tourism, International 
Transport, International 
Trade, Industry, 
Commerce and Sport in 
St Kitts and Nevis from 
2004 and 2014.

Skerritt also served 

as West Indies Senior 
Team Manager, prior to 

his political career. 

Cricket West Indies (CWI) President and former Minister of tourism in St. 
Kitts and Nevis Ricky Skerritt has joined some of cricket’s elites.

Skerritt gets another Portfolio
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Local soca artist Nicha 
‘B’ Byron failed to 
get out of the semi-
finals on Sunday at 
the International Soca 
Monarch Competition 
in Trinidad

Nicha B’ was amongst 
62 semifinalists across 
the groovy and power 
soca categories. He 
participated in the 
groovy section of the 
competitions with the 
song ‘Can’t Wait’ but 
did not find favour 
with the judges. 

In the groovy category 
11 advance to the finals 
namely led by Shirlan 

(George Skinny Banton), 
with his song ‘Wrong 
Again’, the other groovy 
finalists were Jesse 
Stewart (College Boy 
Jesse), Dexter Stewart 
(Blaxx), Andre Holder 
(Ding Dong), Isaiah Mc 
Hee (Isaiah), Akeem 
Chance (Preedy), Kerry 

John, Allister Mc Quilkin 
(Rayzor), Jerome Precilla 
(Rome), Asten Isaac and 
Osvald Reid (Leadpipe). 
They will face off with 
reigning groovy soca 
monarch Swappi.
Neil “Iwer” George led 
the Power soca final-
ist with his song ‘Stage 
Gone Bad.’ He and 10 
others will look to de-
throne Mr. Killa. The 

other finalists are Luni 
Spark and Electrify, 
Lyrikal, Mical Teja, 
Olatunji, Preedy, Problem 
Child, Prophet Benjamin, 
Rome, Shal Marshall and 
Trinidad Ghost.

Nicha B will have another 
shot at making the finals 

when fans vote in another 
five participants in each 
category.
The finalists were se-
lected following Sunday’s 
semi-finals at the Arima 
Velodrome.
Nicha B is a former 
groovy Soca Monarch in 
St. Kitts and Nevis and a 
perennial finalist.

Nicha B falls short in       
                             iSM Bid

Nicha B’ was amongst 62 
semifinalists across the 
groovy and power soca  

categories. 
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love takes front 

line in conference 
and concert

Abigail kichelle, host of conference and concert  

By Monique Washington

“Love” was the topic this 
past week as artist Abgail 
“Abbyi-K” Kichelle 
out of New York hosted 
a love conference for 
youths on the island 
and will be hosting a 
free concert at the Nevis 
Performing Arts Centre 
(NEPAC) Sunday.
The conference was held 
at the NEPAC Thursday 
(February 6). Students 
nine years-old to 15 from 
all the public schools 
were in attendance.
Speaking with the 
Observer, Kichelle not-
ed that the conference 
touched three categories, 
loving God, loving your-
self and loving others 
with the “biggest aim is 
having these kids leaving 
a lot more confident.” 
“We addressed those 

three topics. It is kind 
of needed.  I believe the 
source of love is God and 
that is why that was the 
first thing we addressed. 
From that you can love 
yourself more holisti-
cally and then when you 
love yourself you can 
love other people.” 
She said the reason for 
the interactive con-
ference was to help 
the youths remember 

something from the 
conference. When ques-
tioned as to why host 
such a conference for the 
youths, she said it is a 
way of setting the youths 
on a straight path. “If we 
try to grab this genera-
tion it will change the fu-
ture. It will help them to 
see themselves growing 
up so that they can love 
God, they can love them-
selves and they can love 
other people. We want to 

address the younger gen-
eration first so at least we 
get that straight.” 
Kichelle’s mother, pastor 
Louelle Jackson joined 
her for the conference 
and the concert and said 
they targeted youth alone 
in order for them to feel 
more comfortable taking 
part in the conference. 
“Some young people 
don’t want to talk in front 
of their parents. They 

express themselves 
when the grown-up 
people are not listen-
ing. So they would tell 
exactly what is going 
on and they would be 
truthful. That is why 
the target is them right 
now.” 

She added, “Next year 
we could have another 
one where we have the 
youths and their parents.”
Jackson said that the 
youths that are coming 
have no knowledge of 
love and what they do 
know is what they see 
on the television. “They 
form their lives on what 
they see on the TV set. 
So they did not get the 
knowledge on how to 
love themselves and to 
know that I can be bet-
ter than where they are 

seeing.” 
Kichelle said this is the 
grassroots conference 
and if all goes well they 
would like it to be an an-
nual event. She said that 
on Sunday a free concert 
will be held at NEPAC. 
“We will be addressing 
the exact same thing but 
this time we are going to 
do it a lot more through 
song. It is a two and a half 
hour show and the whole 
theme is God’s love. 
Through God’s love we 
can love ourselves free. 
The concerts name is 
“Healing Hearts” and itis 
going to be a fun time.”
 Performing at the concert 
will be Venelle Powell, 
the Eden Brown Dancers, 
G-Band, Shekhinah 
Dance Theatre, Allison 
Arthurton, Blessed 
Ogbum and Kichelle. 
“Come out and have a 
relaxing time.” 

We addressed those three topics. It is kind 
of needed.  I believe the source of love is God 
and that is why that was the first thing we ad-

dressed. From that you can love yourself more 
holistically and then when you love yourself 

you can love other people,
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Permanent Secretary Dore  
commends Treasury and IRD staff 

for commitment and  
dedication to duty

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (February 03, 
2020) -- Mr. Colin Dore, 
Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of 
Finance on Nevis, com-
mended the staff of the 
Treasury Department 
and the Inland Revenue 
Department (IRD) for 
what he called their con-
tinued commitment and 
dedication despite of the 
difficult conditions in 
which they have operated 
during the past six years.

The Ministry of Finance 
official’s praise for the 
staff came while he de-
livered remarks at the 
Official Opening of the 
Treasury and Inland 
Revenue Department 
Building Complex in 
Charlestown on January 
30, 2020.
“To the staff of both 
departments, many of 

whom are still with the 
departments today, I’m 
sure that you feel a great 
sense of gratitude having 
endured that tragic mo-
ment. We must commend 
you for your continued 
commitment and dedi-
cation to the department 
despite the difficult con-
ditions under which you 
have operated over the 
last six years.

“We were determined to 
rise out and the expres-
sion of confidence in our 
ability to do so coupled 
with our mantra of be-
ing damaged but not de-
stroyed enabled us to 
quickly resume our duty 
of service to the public. 
You must be commend-
ed,” he said.
The new EC$11.2 mil-
lion facility, $6.5million 

of which was funded 
by the Sugar Industry 
D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n 
Foundation (SIDF), was 
constructed on the site 
of the old offices which 
were gutted in an early 
morning fire on January 
17, 2014. It was later 
determined at the end of 
a forensic investigation 
that the fire was an act of 
arson.

Mr. Dore referred to the 
new building as a symbol 
of determination that as 
a people, Nevisians can 
rise bigger and stronger 
out of any difficult or 
tragic situation that may 
confront them in their 
daily lives.
He impressed on all, the 
need to recognise the ef-
forts and resources that 
were committed to the 
project and expressed 
hope that the improved 

working environment 
would serve to further 
motivate the staff.
The permanent secretary 
also used the opportunity 
to urge members of the 
public who would use the 
facility to exercise care.
“I implore you to ex-
ercise great care in the 
treatment of this public 
property as too often we 
are tempted to vandalize 
and graffiti structures es-
pecially public property,” 
he said.

The new building which 
will be occupied in 
the coming weeks is 
equipped with all the fea-
tures of a modern facility. 
It has access controls at 
all points of entry, two 
elevators, two vaults 
and wheelchair access 

to facilitate persons with 
disabilities.  
Mr. Dore spoke of the de-
partments which would 
occupy the facility.
“It will host the offices 
of the Inland Revenue 
Department, the Treasury 
Department, and will also 
serve as the main hub of 
our government-wide 
Information Technology 
infrastructure.

“The total staff count to 
be relocated to this struc-
ture will be approximate-
ly 60 persons,” he said.
The new facility was the 
vision of Hon. Vance 
Amory, Senior Minister 
and Minister of Nevis 
Affairs in the Federal 
Government, who was 
the Premier of Nevis at 
the time of the fire; and 
Mr. Dore who held his 
same position at that 
time.

The new Treasury and Inland Revenue Department Building Complex in 
Charlestown on January 30, 2020

Mr. Colin Dore, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry 
of Finance in the Nevis Island Administration deliv-

ering remarks at the Official Opening of the Treasury 
and Inland Revenue Department Building Complex.
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Wendell Wattley Laid To Rest

By Petra Mc Sheene 

attley Former Director 
of the Skills Training 
Employment Program 
(STEP) was laid to rest 
Tuesday after he died 
suddenly at the age of 67. 
Ministers of Government, 
Opposition members and 
other bureaucrats were in 
attendance at the home go-
ing ceremony for Wattley. 
Melvin Hewlette, popular 
steelpan teacher provided 
steelpan entertainment 
during the viewing of the 
body and tributes were 
done by the General Post 
Office, STEP employees, 
Ministry of Education 
and the New Birth Gospel 
Tabernacle Church where 
Wattley’s eldest son 
Cyprian Williams is the 
Bishop. 

Wattley’s wife and 
children as well as his 
sister and other close fam-
ily members and friends 
were visibly emotionally 
distraught as the service 
carried on. 
His eulogy was read by 
Jedroy Percival, former 
teacher and colleague of 
Wattley. In his presenta-
tion, Percival spoke about 
the early life of Wattley 
and how his upbringing 
made him into the man 
that many people knew.  
“Wendell grew up in 
Nevis with his grand-
mother. He attributed his 
early religious teachings 
to the St. John’s Anglican 
Church as well as the St. 
Mary’s Anglican Church 
and later became a mem-
ber of the Anglican Young 
People’s Association 

(AYPA).” 
Wattley moved to St. 
Kitts at the age of eight to 
join his mother who had 
moved there years ear-
lier in search of greener 
pastures. He attended 
the Cayon Government 
School then later went 
on the St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla Grammar 
School where he gradu-
ated as the youngest 
member of the batch of 
students for the 1967-
1968 year. 
Not only was he a pub-
lic servant, Wattley was 
also a singer, fisherman, a 
cricketer, a footballer, an 
electrician and a farmer. 
He was a member of 
the St. Kitts Agricultural 
Farmers’ Co-Operative. 
He sang in a musical 

band in the 70s called the 
Feltones where he was 
also the drummer and 
lead vocalist and used 
the stage name ‘Bobby 
Broomstick.’
Reminding about his 
musical career, gave the 
audience a light moment 
where the laughed and 
reminisced. 
Rercival added, “Wendell 
was an outstanding foot-
baller. He was a member 
of the famous football 
team which took Cayon 
from the second division 
to the first division in the 
1974-1975 national foot-
ball season. A brilliant 
mid-field player was he 
and shared the football 
spotlight with other play-
ers from Cayon such as 
Lennox Liburd, Halva 

Hendrickson and now 
government Minister 
Eugene Hamilton just to 
name a few.” 
Wattley went on to serve 
as President of Rural East 
Association after his play-
ing days were over and it 
was under his watch that 
they successfully secured 
sponsorship from the St. 
Kitts Mason Products 
Limited and renamed 
the league the St. Kitts 
Mason Football League. 
He also served as a refer-
ee, referee trainer, referee 
accessor and was also the 
Secretary of the St. Kitts 
Football Association. 

With a passion for teach-
ing which spanned over 
thirty years, Wattley 

taught at several public 
schools including Cayon 
Primary, Cayon High, 
Basseterre Boys School, 
Beach Allen Primary and 
Irish Town Primary. 

He was also Principal of 
the Boys’ School, Beach 
Allen Primary and Irish 
Town Primary.  Wendell 
Wattley also served as 
General Postmaster and 
Force Personnel Officer 
with the St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force. 
He is survived by eight 
children, ten grandchil-
dren, one great grandchild 
and many nieces, neph-
ews, aunts and cousins as 
well as other close friends 
and colleagues. 

Hundreds Attend Funeral to Pay Final Respects

Children and relative pall bearers   

Government officials at Wattley funeral  
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NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (January 31, 
2020) -- Mrs. Avril Elliott, 
Education Officer in the 
Department of Education, 
is expressing hope that 
schools on Nevis would 

realise the benefits 
that the Department of 
Agriculture’s islandwide 
environmentally friendly 
initiative to plant 10,000 
trees would bring.
The Education official 
made the comment on 
January 29, 2020, during 
the ceremony at the St. 
Thomas’ Primary School 
grounds to launch the 
project. Sixteen fruit bear-
ing trees were planted 
there to start the initiative. 
Under the project fruit 
trees and ornamentals 
will be planted in schools, 
public areas and homes 
across the island in 2020.

“My hope is that the 
schools would see this 
as a partnership with the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
and don’t see it as a 
Ministry of Agriculture 
initiative in the sense that 

they will take ownership, 
and feel a sense of owner-
ship, and look at the ben-
efits that can accrue to the 
schools.
“We look at the link, the 
curriculum, we can see 
teachers somewhat link-
ing ecosystems, refores-
tation, soil erosion, life 
cycle of insects and so 
many other things, and 
also we are hoping the 
produce can be used to 
offset the cost of operat-
ing the cafeteria,” she 
said.

While thanking the stake-
holders involved in the 
initiative, Mrs. Elliott 

used the opportunity to 
urge the schools to care 
and maintain the trees 
once they are planted.
“I admonish the St. 
Thomas’ Primary School 

and all schools in general 
to take it as their own, feel 
a sense of ownership, and 
also encourage the chil-
dren to care and maintain 
this initiative because 
eventually it is ours and it 
is our Nevis.
“This initiative will no 
doubt bring some aesthet-
ics to the environment, 
and not to mention all the 
environmental benefits 
of such an initiative. So 
again, I would like to ap-
plaud the stakeholders, 
mainly in the Ministry of 
Education and the Nevis 
Island Administration, for 
this initiative and I wish 
you well,” she said.

“Encourage the children to care and  
maintain this initiative because  

eventually it is ours and it is our Nevis”

Education Officer Elliott 
hopeful schools would 

see benefits of Min. 
of Agriculture’s tree 

planting project

 Mrs. Avril Elliott, Education Officer in the Department of Education with responsibility for the St. Thomas’ Primary School, plants a tree  
with a student of the St. Thomas’ Primary School at the school grounds on January 29, 2020, to launch a tree planting programme by the  

Ministry and Department of Agriculture on Nevis
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SKN welcomes the opening of 

Koi St. Kitts

By Loshaun Dixon 

Tourism officials in St. 
Kitts and Nevis have wel-
comed the opening of the 
KOI Resort in St. Kitts 
that will add expand the 
luxury hotel stock in the 
Federation

The opening of the KOI 
resort comes as the 
Federation looks to build 
on the amount of stay-
over visitors.

Tourism Minister in St. 
Kitts and Nevis Lindsay 
F.P. Grant welcomed the 
opening of the first KOI 
resort in the Caribbean 
region “We are thrilled 
to be home to the Hilton 
brand’s first property in 
St. Kitts as well as the 
first KOI Hospitality 
hotel.” 
Grants said that the open-
ing of KOI strengthens 
the room stock in the 
Federation that falls short 
during some months of 
the year. He explained, 
“As we continue to build 
and develop our stay-
over tourism, the addi-
tion of select upscale 
properties balances the 
strategic growth of our 
airlift service from key 
non-stop gateways and 
flow markets. The open-
ing of Koi Resort St. 
Kitts not only adds room 
stock to our current hotel 

inventory, it provides fur-
ther diversity in the ac-
commodations options 
we can offer visitors.”
Chief Executive Officer 
of the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority Raquel 
Brown said the opening 
of KOI Resort St. Kitts 
appeals to the experience 
oriented destination trav-
ellers. “As more lifestyle 
travellers are choosing St. 
Kitts as their destination 
of choice, it will help us 
to remain ‘on the rise’ in 
what is one of the most 
competitive regions in the 
world for tourism,” she 
said.

Former Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
Dr. Denzil Douglas 
whose administration 
brought the hotel brand 
to the Federation hailed 
its opening. “This is an-
other Brand name hotel 
brought to St. Kitts un-
der the CIP, during my 
Labour Administration. 
Koi Resort is one of the 
latest Hilton Brand Hotels 
to be opened in Conaree, 
St. Kitts.”
He commended his for-
mer tourism minister for 
delivering on the project 
during his time in the 
portfolio. “Thanks to the 
hard work and Visionary 
Leadership of Former 
Tourism Minister Richard 

Skerritt, the Labour 
Administration led by 
me. Already, Koi Resort 
employs 105 persons, this 
is what my Labour gov-
ernment envisioned more 
employment and more 
money in our people’s 
pockets,” Douglas said.
According to a release 
KOI Resort St. Kitts is 
situated along Half Moon 
Bay adjacent to the Royal 
St. Kitts Golf Club, set on 
prime beach front prop-
erty just minutes from 
the Robert L Bradshaw 
International airport. 
KOI Resort St. Kitts fea-
tures 102 guest rooms, a 
full-service pool terrace 
overlooking the ocean, a 
well-equipped gym, up-
scale spa treatments and 
a variety of elevated din-
ing options, including the 
famed KOI Restaurant. 
Guest rooms feature 
floor-to-ceiling windows 
leading out to tranquil 
terraces with panoramic 
views of the ocean, golf 
course or nearby moun-
tains and offer a variety of 
signature design elements 
and luxurious ameni-
ties including soothing 
rain showers, relaxing 
bathtubs, lavish beds and 
modern comforts.
KOI Resort St. Kitts also 
features more than 6,000 

square feet of function 
space and state-of-the-art 
meeting facilities for up to 
300 guests for meetings, 
events and weddings.  
Further to on-property 

activities including water 
sports and health/well-
ness offerings, guests can 
explore the destination in 
style by chartering a day 
sail to Nevis, snorkelling, 

ziplining, hiking in the 
rainforest, visiting cul-
tural sites and attractions 
and much more.
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Owner of the wrecked“Katniss”  
confirmed

The yacht “Katniss” 
that drifted on the 

shores of indian 

Castle, Gingerland 
more than a year 

ago has been identi-

fied as belonging to 
the late Yachtsman 

By Monique Washington 

The yacht “Katniss” that 
drifted on the shores of 
Indian Castle, Gingerland 
more than a year ago has 
been identified as belong-

ing to the late Yachtsman 
Rob Mitchell of the 
United Kingdom.
The wrecked  yacht 
which drifted ashore was 
lodge on some rocks in 
the Indian Castle area. 
At the time of the wreck, 
the regional systems had 
been contacted, but no 
one had made contact 
and no one has claimed 
ownership of the yacht. 

Upon inspection no one 
was found on the boat and 
nothing illegal was on 
board.

The Observer made on-
line inquiries and found 

that earlier this year Rob 
Mitchell 64 of the United 
Kingdom had been cruis-
ing the Mediterranean as 
a lone yachtsman, living 
his dream when his ves-
sel eventually hit a storm. 
He was on his way back 
to the UK when his yacht, 
Katniss, was believed to 
have sunk in a storm, his 
body was found off the 
coast of Portugal.

At the time the Observer 
could not confirm if 
the wrecked Katniss 
was the boat belong-
ing to Mitchell. Later 
the Observer spoke with 
Lescott Webbe Senior 
Enforcement Officer who 
confirmed the yacht did 
in fact belong to Mitchell. 
“We confirmed that the 
boat belongs to Mitchell 
and we contacted the 
family. The boat and the 
belongings were handed 
over to the family and 
they are now making ar-
rangements as to what 
they are going to do with 
it,” Webbe said.
According to an ar-
ticle in “The Guardian” 
Mitchell’s sister Sue said 
that her brother died at sea 
aged 64 after spending 
most of his working life 
as an engineer. 

She said since 2014 he 
had been cruising the 
Mediterranean as a lone 
yachtsman, living his 
dream. “He delighted in 
discovering more about 
the geography, history, 
customs and languages 
of the countries he vis-
ited, and as an engineer 
enjoyed the meticulous 
route planning and end-
less repair and mainte-
nance that life on a yacht 
demands. 
“He was on his way back 

to the UK when his yacht, 
Katniss, is believed to 
have sunk in a storm: his 
body was found off the 
coast of Portugal.”

She further indicated 
that if he had completed 
his fateful journey in the 
Mediterranean, the plan 
was to sell his yacht and 
settle in Malta.

As of time of print the 
Katniss still sits at Indian 
Castle.
 

The late Rob Mitchell of the United 
Kingdom owner of the KatnissKatniss washed up at Indian castle 
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Former Student Gives School  
Needed Supplies

Latoya Jones, Principal Norlene Smithen and Education 
Officer Avril Elliott at handing over of donations

By Monique Washington 

Latoya Jones, now a  gov-
ernment employee, never 
forgot her childhood years 
as St. Thomas’ Primary 
School...In a simple act 
of giving something back 
to place she loved she’s 
donated the a shipment of 

school supplies for the use 
of today’s students there.
Jones was a star student 
and  athlete when she at-
tended the school. In an 

interview Wednesday she 
said that the contribution 
was her way of just giv-
ing back. “I am simply  
here just to give back to 
those who gave to me. I 
am grateful that I am in a 
position to do so. It is just 
me giving back nothing 
more. I’ve always been 

a big believer in giving 
back. My grandmother 
taught me, when you do 
good it follows you.” 
Jones’ donation included 

printers, printer papers, 
pens, pencils, rulers, 
chalk, first aid kits, note 
books, textbooks and of-
fice supplies. 

Besides the school sup-
plies, Jones said that 
she has intentions of 
sponsoring races in the 
upcoming sports meet  
later this month and also 
sponsoring a child. “In 
the new school term I’ve 
expressed my hopes to 
sponsor a boy and a girl  
which will be chosen by 
the teachers with their 
lunch, school uniforms, 
text books whatever their 
needs are,” she said. 
Principal  Norlene 
Smithen extended her 
heartfelt gratitude to 
Jones for her generos-
ity. “The Bible says it 
is better to give than to 
receive,” Smithen said. 
“I pray that the lord will 
continue to bless you and 
may you prosper in all 
your endeavours.” 
Education officer Avril 
Elliott also expressed her 
gratitude for the “timely 
donation”.
Jones urged the students 
to practice “giving back” 
even though they are still 

young. “It is as simple 
as having a snack and 
maybe your friend not 
having any and you shar-
ing with her. I want you to 

practice that. I want you 
to practice giving back. 
You don’t have to be a 
millionaire to give back. 
Don’t let anyone tell you 

that you need a lot of 
money to give back. Just 
give back,” she said.

 “i am simple here 

just to give back to 
those who gave to 

me, I am grateful 
that i am in a posi-

tion to do so. it is 

just me giving back 
nothing more. I’ve 
always been a big 

Some of the supplies donated 
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Sandy Point Primary School Domi-

nates at West Zone Championships

By Petra Mc Sheene 

Amassing a total of 53 
medals (21 gold, 21 sil-
ver, 11 bronze), Sandy 
Point Primary School 
was crowned the West 
Zone Primary Schools 
Athletic Champions. 
Second place was taken 
by the Tyrell Williams 
Primary School with 28 
medals (11 gold, 8 silver, 
9 bronze) and in third 
place was the Newton 
Ground Primary School 
with 17 medals (7 gold, 5 
silver, 5 bronze). 
Although the Bronte 
Welsh Primary School 
was unable to make a 
place, their athletes per-
formed extraordinarily 
and were able to win a 
total of 4 silver and 7 
bronze medals for their 

school. 
Some of Sandy Point 
Primary’s outstand-

ing performances in-
cluded the 4X400M 
Open (F) ran byShyan 
Richards, Ayanne Adams 
Alleeanna Bowry and 
Myiesha Liddie in a 
time of 4.57 minutes, the 

U11 300M (M) won by 
Zevonte Halliday with 
a time of 50.51 seconds 
and U13 200M Hurdles 

won by TejaunWebbe 
with a time of 30.80 
seconds.
Taleece Morton of 
the Newton Ground 
Primary School gave an 

outstanding individual 
performance and was 
named the champion 
for under 11 girls with 

a total of 50 points. She 
was also named Victrix 
Ludorum of the event. 
Some of her best races 
included U11 300M with 
a time of 53.01 seconds, 
U11 60M Hurdles with 

a time of 11.41 seconds 
and U11 200M with a 
time of 30.15 seconds.
The Victor Ludorum was 
Zimari Lewis of Tyrell 
Williams Primary School 
with a total of 40 points 
who alsoperformed 
well in some races 
such as U11 4X100M, 
U11 200M with a time 
of 30.64 seconds and 
U1180M Hurdles with a 
time of 14.51 seconds.
One of the most exciting 
moments on the day was 
the 800M finals when 
Sandy Point Primary 
School Athlete Samir 
Moses lapped both Tyrell 
Williams’ and Bronte 
Welsh’s athletes in the 
third lap. He was able to 
win that race with a time 
of 2.36.47 minutes.

This third event of the 
Department of Sports and 
Ministry of Education 
Zonal Championships 
was held on Feb. 2 at the 
Verchild’s Playing Field. 
It was sponsored by 
Nagico and the four par-
ticipating schools were 
Bronte Welsh Primary, 
Tyrell Williams Primary, 
Sandy Point Primary and 
Newton Ground Primary 
School. 
The final event of the 
Zonal Primary School 
Athletics Championships 
took place Feb. 6 at the 
St. Pauls Playing Field. 
Participating Schools 
were St. Paul’s Primary, 
Edgar T. Morris Primary, 
Dieppe Bay Primary 
and Saddler’s Primary. 
Results from that event 
will be given in a subse-
quent news update.

One of the most exciting moments 
on the day was the 800M finals 

when Sandy Point Primary School 
athlete Samir Moses lapped both 

Tyrell Williams’ and Bronte Welsh’s 
athletes in the third lap.

West Zone Champions 2020 Sandy Point Primary School  

Victrix Ludorum Taleece Morton

Victor Ludorum Zimari Lewis 
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The week started with Mass at Co-
Cathedral Immaculate Conception 

and ended with a march dubbed 
‘March of Witness’ through the 

streets of Basseterre.

ICCS  March  of  Witness
Catholic Schools Week End with March Through Basseterre

By Petra Mc Sheene 

The Immaculate 
Conception Catholic 
School (ICCS) celebrat-
ed its annual Catholic 
Schools Week from Jan. 
27th to 31st under the 
theme “Learn. Serve, 
Lead, Succeed: Living 
in Harmony with God’s 
Creation.”

Drum music for the 
march was provided 
by the National Youth 
Explorers Drum Corps 
with the  ICCS Blazing 
Lions Cheerleading 
Squad leading the march.
Some students exhib-
ited placards that de-
picted photos of plants 

and different ways in 
which people can live 
in harmony with God’s 
creations.  Others sang 
the school chant, ‘ICCS, 
we’re better than the rest. 
We came to town to say 
we are the best. Oh yes.’ 
The week started with 
Mass at Co-Cathedral 
Immaculate Conception 

and ended with a march 
dubbed ‘March of 
Witness’ through the 
streets of Basseterre.

Other activities included 
a poster competition, The 
Living Rosary where 
students performed at 
the cathedral, and com-
munity outreach where 

students and faculty dis-
tributed care packages to 
residents in the surround-
ing community as well 
as at the Cardin Home. 
National Catholic 
Schools Week (CSW) 
is an annual celebration 
of Catholic education 
worldwide. Now in its 
46th anniversary year, 

CSW has traditionally 
been held the last week 
in January to celebrate 
Catholic education and 
an opportunity to recog-
nize the importance, the 
value, and the contribu-
tions of Catholic educa-
tion to the Church and 
the world.
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By Monique Washington 

Men on the island of 
Nevis have been en-
couraged to attend more 
workshops that relates 
to issues that may affect 
and boys.

The Ministry of Health 
and Gender Affairs 
hosted a workshop this 

past weekend on issues 
affecting men and boys. 
The workshop was held 
at the GMBC building 
at Government Road. 
The workshop was fa-
cilitated by Rhonda 
Nisbett Brown Senior le-
gal Counsel in the Nevis 
Island Administration.
The workshop focused 
on the topic “Sexual 
harassment in the 
workplace.”
The interactive work-
shop saw ministers of 

government, along with 
members of the public 
attending.

Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Health 
and Gender affairs Keith 
Glasgow noted the im-
portance of the work-
shop. “A forum such as 
this is important because 
we gather here, we know 
each other and we can 
look out for each other. 

We all do have coping 
mechanism, but still 
some of us cope better 
than others. It is impor-
tant to have information 
so that we can dissemi-
nate that information to 
persons so that they can 
help themselves to cope 
better with lives situation 
and problems in which 
they are confronted with. 
It is important to because 
sometimes when we 
have the information we 
need persons to encour-
age us. We need some-
one to help us along the 

way.” 
Retired Commissioner 
of Police Calvin Fahie 
urged more men to at-
tend such workshops 
as they will become 
informed and will be 
able to work together to 
overcome issues affect-
ing men. “It unfortunate 
that harassment is on the 
books, but it’s when you 
harass tourist, opposed 

to when you harass your 
people. I am baffled to 
see there is nothing on 
the books about sexual 
harassment. Mind you it 
is a difficult subject and 
it is something that needs 
to be done,” he said as 
it related to the topic of 
discussion. Hopeful that 
we can grow consolidate 
and that more men will 
join the group.”
Workshops of this na-
ture has been host by the 
Ministry for over two 
decades.

“it is important to have information 

so that we can disseminate that in-

formation to persons so that they can 
help themselves to cope better with 

lives situation and problems in which 
they are confronted with. It is impor-

tant to because sometimes when 
we have the information we need 

persons to encourage us. We need 
someone to help us along the way to 

issues that may affect them.”

Nevisian men  

encouraged to attend 
more workshops as it 

relates to them
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Wednesday February 5, 
2020

CWI Coach Education 
Programme Bowls Off 
In Guyana

West Indies Coaches 
Forum was step towards 
new coaching develop-
ment pathway 
Jimmy Adams: “All 
coaches under one roof 
… everyone to read from 
same script”
Video: Director of Cricket 
Jimmy Adams, Head 
Coach Phil Simmoms 
and Coach Education 
Manager Chris Brabazon 
recapping the Coach 
Education Forum
h t t p s : / /
we.tl/t-oLx04guVlt

ST JOHN’S, Antigua 
– Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) is working to 
improve coaching at all 
levels, and new Coach 
Education Manager 
Chris Brabazon, has 
already embarked on a 
journey across the re-
gion to meet and discuss 
coaching standards and 
the implementation of 
fresh ideas with the six 
territorial boards.
 

Starting on Thursday, 
Brabazon will be in 
Guyana, where he will 
meet with regional 
pathway coaches to un-
derstand how CWI can 
better support regional 
coaches and how they 
can work together within 
the new Coach Education 
Programme, and it 

coincides with the West 
Indies Championship 
four-day fixture between 
defending champions 
Guyana Jaguars and 
Jamaica Scorpions.
 He articulated what 
his time with regional 
coaches will entail.
 “It’s important that I 
understand the context 
in which all the coaches 
are working, whether it’s 
at a high school, under-
age national team or at 
a club. I want to know 
what resources they have 
around them, what the fa-
cilities are like and what 
are their challenges,” he 
said.

 “When we build this 
system to support them 
(coaches) it must be 
something practical and 
not just one that looks 
good on paper. It needs 
to help them do the role 
required of them in the 
larger picture [of build-
ing successful West 
Indies teams].
 Following his visit to 
Guyana, Brabazon will 
conduct sessions with 
the other regional fran-
chises to understand the 
challenges and gather 
feedback to build into the 
overall programme. This 
is geared towards getting 
all coaches and players 
working to a long-term 
plan to ensure consistent 
coaching from junior to 
senior level in an effort to 
produce top-class senior 
men and women cricket-
ers for the future success 
of West Indies teams.
 This was the prevailing 
message from CWI’s 
Director of Cricket 

Jimmy Adams; Senior 
Men’s Head Coach Phil 
Simmons; and Brabazon 
following the West Indies 
Coaches Forum held last 
week at Coolidge Cricket 
Ground, Antigua.  
 “We wanted to bring 
all franchise coaches 
from around the region 
under one roof to start 
a process of getting 
everyone to read from 
the same script,” said 
Adams. “There is a lot 
that we want to do that 
we want to see happen 
at the highest level, but 
for that to happen, all of 
the supporting cast have 
to be on the same page. 
This involves franchise 
coaches and it will in-
volve coaches at every 
level of the coaching net-
work as well.”
 The former West Indies 
captain elaborated on 
the important role that 
Brabazon will play 
through his work visiting 
the regional coaches and 
aiding them to have the 
skills to help players get 
to the required level for 
international cricket.
 

“We have a responsibil-
ity in the elite pipeline 
to teach the game and to 
teach it the way we want 
it taught, to the standards 
we think will give us in-
ternational quality play-
ers down the line. That 
is a skill and the role of 
Chris is to help us de-
velop better teachers of 
the game.”
LIST OF COACHES 
PRESENT AT WEST 
INDIES COACHES’ 
FORUM

Andre Coley 
Andrew Richardson 
David Williams 
Derol Thomas
Emmerson Trotman 
Esuan Crandon 
Fernix Thomas 
Floyd Reifer 
Ian Tittle 

Leon Kuma Rodney
Mervyn Dillon 
Nikita Miller 
Pedro Collins 
Roderick Estwick 
Pernell Watley
Ryan Austin 
Curtly Ambrose 
Steve Liburd

Stuart Williams 
Vasbert Drakes 
Wilden Cornwall
Winston Benjamin 
 Media & Content 
Consultant
Cricket West Indies Inc
 www.windiescricket.
com
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“art is a lot of things to a lot of peo-

ple, and I and some other people 
consider artists to be valuable as-

sets to a society and valuable sto-

rytellers … [that] tell the story of an 

existence, of an idea, of a culture 
and of a people and i think that we 

should so see ourselves,” 

Department of Youth Empowerment Enlists 

Young People for Youth Art Exhibition

Art supplies were pre-
sented to representa-
tives from the six public 
high schools in St. Kitts 
on Wednesday as the 
Department of Youth 
Empowerment launched 

its Youth Art Exhibition 
featuring visual art pieces 
— paintings, sculptures, 
drawings and the like 
— produced by young 
people between the ages 
of 12 and 35.

“Art is a lot of things to 
a lot of people, and I and 
some other people con-
sider artists to be valu-
able assets to a society 

and valuable storytellers 
… [that] tell the story 
of an existence, of an 
idea, of a culture and of 
a people and I think that 
we should so see our-
selves,” Acting Director 
of the Department of 
Youth Empowerment, 
Pierre Liburd, said while 
expressing pleasure in 
hosting this event for the 
second consecutive year.

He added the Department 
of Youth Empowerment 
is trying to encourage 
artists to embrace their 
roles as storytellers “to 
pursue the arts with 
diligence and to be bold, 

innovative, creative and 
outspoken with their 
colour pencils, markers, 
putty, or clay.”

Art supplies will also 
be presented to the C. 
F. Bryant College in 
St. Kitts, as well as 
the Gingerland and 
Charlestown Secondary 
High Schools and the 

Nevis Sixth Form 
College in Nevis. Pieces 
must reflect an aspect 
of one of three the-
matic areas: “I Am We,” 
“SKN Proud” and “The 
Buckley’s Uprising.”

The exhibition opens 
Feb. 27 at the Open 
Creative Campus at 
Fortlands.

Mr. Liburd invited all 
artists between the 
ages of 12 and 35 who 
are interested in par-
ticipating in the event 
to visit the Department 
of Youth Empowerment 

in The Cable Building 
on Cayon Street or tele-
phone 467.1393 for more 
information.
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Collaboration between the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in St. Kitts and 
Nevis and the National Disaster 
Mitigation Council has been vital 
in communicating updates on the to 
nationals in the diaspora, National 
Disaster Coordinator Abdias 
Samuel said at a press conference 
Monday to update the public on the 
Novel Coronavirus.
“We have engaged the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs to be able to dis-
seminate information to our citi-
zens in the diaspora via the various 
St. Kitts-Nevis Missions overseas. 

Some of these are advisories to our 
citizens abroad basically to monitor 
the outbreak, to be informed as to 
what to do and know the location 
of critical facilities where they can 
request assistance,” he said.
The council is also working to en-
sure citizens and residents are duly 
informed and updated on the virus.
“We are also supporting our public 
information and education activities 
which are critical and I am asking 
the general public to adhere to the 
instructions being provided by the 

Ministry of Health, which are very 
important and critical in mitigating 
against any potential impact of any 
infectious disease to the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis,” said Mr. 
Samuel, adding the Federation 
stands ready to respond to any cases 
of the virus.

“We are comfortable that the Ministry 
of Health is doing everything to put 
the necessary infrastructure in place 
to address such eventuality or risk to 
the Federation,” he said pledging the 
National Emergency Management 
Agency’s continued commitment 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Continues to Update 

 Nationals in the Diaspora on Novel Coronavirus

National Disaster Coordinator Abdias Samu-
el. SKNIS Photo



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday February 7th, 2020NewS Page:27NewS Page:27

Saunders charged for Isles Murder,  
                            No Motive Yet Established

By Loshaun Dixon 

The Police 
have charged 28-year-
old K’Shando Saunders 
of Dorset Village for the 
murder of Kennedy Isles. 

Saunders was charged on 
February 02 and is cur-
rently in Police custody.
Isles, who played football 
for Newtown United and 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
National team, was out-
side his home when he 

was approached by an 
armed assailant who 
opened fire at him. He 
was wounded several 
times about the body 
and succumbed to his 
injuries at the scene.
The District Medical 
Officer arrived at the 
scene and pronounced 
him dead. Members of 
the Forensic Unit visited 
and processed the scene 
and collected several 
items of evidential value.
A post-mortem exami-
nation was conducted by 
Forensic Pathologist, Dr. 

Valery Alexandrov on the 
body of the late Kennedy 
Isles on January 26, 
2020. Dr. Alexandrov 
concluded that the cause 
of death was as a result of 
multiple gunshot wounds 
to the body.

Isles death rocked the 
football fraternity in St. 
Kitts and Nevis who also 
made tributes to Isles.

Motives behind the kill-
ing are still unclear.

A post-mortem examination 
was conducted by Forensic 

Pathologist, Dr. Valery  
Alexandrov on the body of 
the late Kennedy isles on 

January 26, 2020. Dr.  
Alexandrov concluded that 
the cause of death was as a 
result of multiple gunshot 

wounds to the body.

The late Kennedy isles
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God is the source of life 
and light and joy to the 
universe. Like rays of 
light from the sun, like 
the streams of water 
bursting from a living 
spring, blessings flow 
out from Him to all His 
creatures. And wherever 
the life of God is in the 
hearts of men, it will 
flow out to others in love 
and blessing. 

Our Saviour’s joy was in 
the uplifting and redemp-
tion of fallen men. For 
this He counted not His 
life dear unto Himself, 
but endured the cross, 
despising the shame. So 
angels are ever engaged 
in working for the hap-
piness of others. This 
is their joy. That which 
selfish hearts would re-
gard as humiliating ser-
vice, ministering to those 
who are wretched and 
in every way inferior in 
character and rank, is the 
work of sinless angels. 
The spirit of Christ’s 
self-sacrificing love is 
the spirit that pervades 
heaven and is the very 
essence of its bliss. This 
is the spirit that Christ’s 
followers will possess, 
the work that they will 
do. 

When the love of Christ 
is enshrined in the heart, 
like sweet fragrance it 
cannot be hidden. Its holy 
influence will be felt by 
all with whom we come 
in contact. The spirit of 
Christ in the heart is like 
a spring in the desert, 
flowing to refresh all and 
making those who are 
ready to perish, eager to 
drink of the water of life. 

Love to Jesus will be 
manifested in a desire to 
work as He worked for 
the blessing and uplifting 

of humanity. It will lead 
to love, tenderness, and 
sympathy toward all the 
creatures of our heavenly 
Father’s care. 

The Saviour’s life on 
earth was not a life of ease 
and devotion to Himself, 
but He toiled with per-
sistent, earnest, untiring 
effort for the salvation of 
lost mankind. From the 
manger to Calvary He 
followed the path of self-
denial and sought not to 
be released from ardu-
ous tasks, painful travels 
and exhausting care and 
labor. He said, “The Son 
of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.” 
Matthew 20:28. This 
was the one great object 
of His life. Everything 
else was secondary and 
subservient. It was His 
meat and drink to do the 
will of God and to finish 
His work. Self and self-
interest had no part in 
His labor. 

So those who are the 
partakers of the grace of 
Christ will be ready to 
make any sacrifice, that 
others for whom He died 
may share the heavenly 
gift. They will do all they 
can to make the world 
better for their stay in 
it. This spirit is the sure 
outgrowth of a soul truly 
converted. No sooner 
does one come to Christ 
than there is born in his 
heart a desire to make 
known to others what a 
precious friend he has 
found in Jesus; the sav-
ing and sanctifying truth 
cannot be shut up in his 
heart. If we are clothed 
with the righteousness of 
Christ and are filled with 
the joy of His indwelling 
Spirit, we shall not be 
able to hold our peace. If 
we have tasted and seen 

that the Lord is good we 
shall have something to 
tell. Like Philip when he 
found the Saviour, we 
shall invite others into 
His presence. We shall 
seek to present to them 
the attractions of Christ 
and the unseen realities 
of the world to come. 
There will be an inten-
sity of desire to follow in 
the path that Jesus trod. 
There will be an ear-
nest longing that those 
around us may “behold 
the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the 
world.” John 1:29. 

And the effort to bless 
others will react in bless-
ings upon ourselves. 
This was the purpose of 
God in giving us a part 
to act in the plan of re-
demption. He has grant-
ed men the privilege of 
becoming partakers of 
the divine nature and, in 
their turn, of diffusing 
blessings to their fellow 
men. This is the highest 
honor, the greatest joy, 
that it is possible for God 
to bestow upon men. 
Those who thus become 
participants in labors of 
love are brought nearest 
to their Creator. 

God might have commit-
ted the message of the 
gospel, and all the work 
of loving ministry, to 
the heavenly angels. He 
might have employed 
other means for accom-
plishing His purpose. 
But in His infinite love 
He chose to make us co-
workers with Himself, 
with Christ and the 
angels, that we might 
share the blessing, the 
joy, the spiritual uplift-
ing, which results from 
this unselfish ministry. 

We are brought into 

sympathy with Christ 
through the fellowship of 
His sufferings. Every act 
of self-sacrifice for the 
good of others strength-
ens the spirit of benefi-
cence in the giver’s heart, 
allying him more closely 
to the Redeemer of the 
world, who “was rich, yet 
for your sakes ... became 
poor, that ye through His 
poverty might be rich.” 
2 Corinthians 8:9. And it 
is only as we thus fulfill 
the divine purpose in our 
creation that life can be a 
blessing to us. 

If you will go to work 
as Christ designs that 
His disciples shall, and 
win souls for Him, you 
will feel the need of a 
deeper experience and 
a greater knowledge in 
divine things, and will 
hunger and thirst after 
righteousness. You will 
plead with God, and your 
faith will be strength-
ened, and your soul will 
drink deeper drafts at 
the well of salvation. 
Encountering opposition 
and trials will drive you 
to the Bible and prayer. 
You will grow in grace 
and the knowledge of 
Christ, and will develop 
a rich experience. 

The spirit of unselfish 

labor for others gives 
depth, stability, and 
Christlike loveliness to 
the character, and brings 
peace and happiness to 
its possessor. The aspira-
tions are elevated. There 
is no room for sloth 
or selfishness. Those 
who thus exercise the 
Christian graces will 
grow and will become 
strong to work for God. 
They will have clear 
spiritual perceptions, a 
steady, growing faith, 
and an increased power 
in prayer. The Spirit of 
God, moving upon their 
spirit, calls forth the sa-
cred harmonies of the 
soul in answer to the di-
vine touch. Those who 
thus devote themselves 
to unselfish effort for the 
good of others are most 
surely working out their 
own salvation. 

The only way to grow 
in grace is to be disin-
terestedly doing the very 
work which Christ has 
enjoined upon us—to en-
gage, to the extent of our 
ability, in helping and 
blessing those who need 
the help we can give 
them. Strength comes by 
exercise; activity is the 
very condition of life. 
Those who endeavor to 
maintain Christian life 
by passively accepting 
the blessings that come 

through the means of 
grace, and doing noth-
ing for Christ, are simply 
trying to live by eating 
without working. And in 
the spiritual as in the nat-
ural world, this always 
results in degeneration 
and decay. A man who 
would refuse to exercise 
his limbs would soon 
lose all power to use 
them. Thus the Christian 
who will not exercise his 
God-given powers not 
only fails to grow up into 
Christ, but he loses the 
strength that he already 
had. 

The church of Christ is 
God’s appointed agency 
for the salvation of men. 
Its mission is to carry the 
gospel to the world. And 
the obligation rests upon 
all Christians. Everyone, 
to the extent of his tal-
ent and opportunity, is 
to fulfill the Saviour’s 
commission. The love 
of Christ, revealed to us, 
makes us debtors to all 
who know Him not. God 
has given us light, not for 
ourselves alone, but to 
shed upon them. 

If the followers of Christ 
were awake to duty, 
there would be thou-
sands where there is one 
today proclaiming the 

Steps to Christ          Chapter 9—The Work and the Life
Ellen G. White Writings
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gospel in heathen lands. 
And all who could not 
personally engage in the 
work, would yet sus-
tain it with their means, 
their sympathy, and their 
prayers. And there would 
be far more earnest labor 
for souls in Christian 
countries. 

We need not go to hea-
then lands, or even leave 
the narrow circle of the 
home, if it is there that 
our duty lies, in order to 
work for Christ. We can 
do this in the home circle, 
in the church, among 
those with whom we as-
sociate, and with whom 
we do business. 

The greater part of our 
Saviour’s life on earth 
was spent in patient toil 
in the carpenter’s shop 
at Nazareth. Ministering 
angels attended the Lord 
of life as He walked side 
by side with peasants and 
laborers, unrecognized 
and unhonored. He was 
as faithfully fulfilling His 
mission while working at 
His humble trade as when 
He healed the sick or 
walked upon the storm-
tossed waves of Galilee. 
So in the humblest duties 
and lowliest positions of 
life, we may walk and 
work with Jesus. 

The apostle says, “Let 
every man, wherein he 
is called, therein abide 
with God.” 1 Corinthians 
7:24. The businessman 
may conduct his busi-
ness in a way that will 
glorify his Master be-
cause of his fidelity. If 
he is a true follower of 
Christ he will carry his 
religion into everything 

that is done and reveal to 
men the spirit of Christ. 
The mechanic may be a 
diligent and faithful rep-
resentative of Him who 
toiled in the lowly walks 
of life among the hills of 
Galilee. Everyone who 
names the name of Christ 
should so work that oth-
ers, by seeing his good 
works, may be led to 
glorify their Creator and 
Redeemer. 

Many have excused 
themselves from render-
ing their gifts to the ser-
vice of Christ because 
others were possessed 
of superior endowments 
and advantages. The 
opinion has prevailed 
that only those who are 
especially talented are re-
quired to consecrate their 
abilities to the service of 
God. It has come to be 
understood by many that 
talents are given to only 
a certain favored class 
to the exclusion of oth-
ers who of course are not 
called upon to share in 
the toils or the rewards. 
But it is not so repre-
sented in the parable. 
When the master of the 
house called his servants, 
he gave to every man his 
work. 

With a loving spirit we 
may perform life’s hum-
blest duties “as to the 
Lord.” Colossians 3:23. 
If the love of God is in 
the heart, it will be mani-
fested in the life. The 
sweet savor of Christ will 
surround us, and our in-
fluence will elevate and 
bless. 

You are not to wait for 
great occasions or to 

expect extraordinary 
abilities before you go to 
work for God. You need 
not have a thought of 
what the world will think 
of you. If your daily life 
is a testimony to the pu-
rity and sincerity of your 
faith, and others are con-
vinced that you desire to 
benefit them, your efforts 
will not be wholly lost. 

The humblest and poor-
est of the disciples of 
Jesus can be a blessing 
to others. They may not 
realize that they are do-
ing any special good, 
but by their unconscious 
influence they may start 
waves of blessing that 
will widen and deepen, 
and the blessed results 
they may never know un-
til the day of final reward. 
They do not feel or know 
that they are doing any-
thing great. They are not 
required to weary them-
selves with anxiety about 
success. They have only 
to go forward quietly, do-
ing faithfully the work 
that God’s providence 
assigns, and their life will 
not be in vain. Their own 
souls will be growing 
more and more
Many are the ways in 
which God is seeking 
to make Himself known 
to us and bring us into 
communion with Him. 
Nature speaks to our 
senses without ceas-
ing. The open heart will 
be impressed with the 
love and glory of God 
as revealed through the 
works of His hands. 
The listening ear can 
hear and understand the 
communications of God 
through the things of 
nature. The green fields, 
the lofty trees, the buds 
and flowers, the passing 
cloud, the falling rain, 

the babbling brook, the 
glories of the heavens, 
speak to our hearts, and 
invite us to become ac-
quainted with Him who 
made them all. 

Our Saviour bound 
up His precious les-
sons with the things of 
nature. The trees, the 
birds, the flowers of the 
valleys, the hills, the 
lakes, and the beautiful 
heavens, as well as the 
incidents and surround-
ings of daily life, were 
all linked with the words 
of truth, that His lessons 
might thus be often re-
called to mind, even 
amid the busy cares of 
man’s life of toil. 

God would have His 
children appreciate 
His works and delight 
in the simple, quiet 
beauty with which He 
has adorned our earthly 
home. He is a lover of 
the beautiful, and above 
all that is outwardly at-
tractive He loves beauty 
of character; He would 
have us cultivate purity 
and simplicity, the quiet 
graces of the flowers. 

If we will but listen, 
God’s created works 
will teach us precious 
lessons of obedience 
and trust. From the stars 
that in their trackless 
courses through space 
follow from age to age 
their appointed path, 
down to the minutest 
atom, the things of na-
ture obey the Creator’s 
will. And God cares for 
everything and sustains 
everything that He has 
created. He who up-
holds the unnumbered 

worlds throughout im-
mensity, at the same 
time cares for the wants 
of the little brown spar-
row that sings its hum-
ble song without fear. 
When men go forth to 
their daily toil, as when 
they engage in prayer; 
when they lie down at 
night, and when they 
rise in the morning; 
when the rich man feasts 
in his palace, or when 
the poor man gathers 
his children about the 
scanty board, each is 
tenderly watched by 
the heavenly Father. No 
tears are shed that God 
does not notice. There 
is no smile that He does 
not mark. 

If we would but fully 
believe this, all undue 
anxieties would be dis-
missed. Our lives would 
not be so filled with 
disappointment as now; 
for everything, whether 
great or small, would be 
left in the hands of God, 
who is not perplexed by 
the multiplicity of cares, 
or overwhelmed by their 
weight. We should then 
enjoy a rest of soul to 
which many have long 
been strangers. 

As your senses delight 
in the attractive loveli-
ness of the earth, think 
of the world that is to 
come, that shall never 
know the blight of sin 
and death; where the 
face of nature will no 
more wear the shadow 
of the curse. Let your 
imagination picture the 
home of the saved, and 
remember that it will 
be more glorious than 
your brightest imagina-
tion can portray. In the 
varied gifts of God in 

nature we see but the 
faintest gleaming of 
His glory. It is written, 
“Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of 
man, the things which 
God hath prepared for 
them that love Him.” 1 
Corinthians 2:9. 

The poet and the natu-
ralist have many things 
to say about nature, 
but it is the Christian 
who enjoys the beauty 
of the earth with the 
highest appreciation, 
because he recognizes 
his Father’s handiwork 
and perceives His love 
in flower and shrub and 
tree. No one can fully 
appreciate the signifi-
cance of hill and vale, 
river and sea, who does 
not look upon them as 
an expression of God’s 
love to man. 

God speaks to us 
through His providential 
workings and through 
the influence of His 
Spirit upon the heart. 
In our circumstances 
and surroundings, in 
the changes daily tak-
ing place around us, we 
may find precious les-
sons if our hearts are but 
open to discern them. 
The psalmist, tracing 
the work of God’s prov-
idence, says, “The earth 
is full of the goodness 
of the Lord.” “Whoso 
is wise, and will ob-
serve these things, even 
they shall understand 
the loving-kindness of 
the Lord.” Psalm 33:5; 
107:43. 
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