
The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 31st, 2020 NewSPage:1



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 31st, 2020 NewSPage:2

New houses allocated  in Sandy Point

“Your house is not  

a free gift.”

By Petra Mc Sheene 

A total of 22 homes were 
allocated to residents of 
Crab Hill Sandy Point 
last Thursday in con-
tinuing on the path from 
the National Housing 
Corporation (NHC) of 

creating new home own-
ers among low income 
people. 

Some of the homeown-
ers got emotional and 
were brought to tears as 
they were handed the 
keys to their new houses.

During remarks, 
General Manager of 
NHC Charles Morton 
expressed gratitude to 
his team (NHC Board 

of Directors, Minister 
of Human Settlement 
Eugene Hamilton, con-
tractors, electricians, 
plumbers and the heavy 
equipment operators). 
He went on to further 
encourage the new home 
owners to keep their 

mortgages up to date 
by paying each month. 
“Your house is not a free 
gift and your payments 
will ensure that co-oper-
ation as well as the gov-
ernment may continue to 
satisfy the needs of our 
residents,” Morton said. 

Valentine Lindsay, 
Chairman of the Board at 
NHC informed the audi-
ence about the financial 
recording and reporting 
that was lacking and he 
showed gratitude to the 

finance department lead 
by Lisford Isaac for their 
hard work of bringing in-
tegrity and accountability 
to financial reporting of 
the corporation. “For the 
first time in 25 years the 
accounts of NHC would 
be tabled in Parliament,” 

Lindsay said..

He went on to mention 
some other initiatives that 
would be undertaken by 
the NHC  indicating that 
two new departments 
were established, the 
Purchasing Department 
led by David Allen and 
the Client and Public 
Relations Department 
led by Jonelle Rawlins. 

Other initiatives he an-
nounced included the re-
branding of their image, 

introduction of the NHC 
mobile app and the re-
duction of delinquency. 

In his remarks, Minister 
Hamilton spoke to the 
new homeowners about 
the fact of the houses that 
were built  in Sandy Point 
were bigger and urged 
the new home owners 
to take care of them. “A 
house is a huge and sig-
nificant investment. It is 
one of the largest invest-
ments you will make in 
your lifetime.”

Lindsay pointed out 
the fact that individu-
als of Sandy Point have 
the lowest figure in the 
delinquency payments 
books. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Shawn Richards took 
the opportunity to con-
gratulate all new home 
owners on their homes 
noting they were well 
deserving. 

He also informed them 
of the numerous op-
portunities ahead and 

reiterated Hamilton’s re-
marks about their homes 
being far more valuable 
in the future than it is 
now. Richards spoke 
about conversations that 

he had with a number of 
the recipients of the new 
houses which included 
being ill-treated by land-
lords, leaking roofs and 
break-ins because of lack 
of proper safety. 

Richards informed the 

audience that home own-
ership is about giving 
one opportunities to de-
velop themselves, their 
children and develop the 
Federation of St. Kitts 

and Nevis. Richards ad-
vised new homeowners 
that they will be moving 
into a new community 
with new neighbours 
therefore they should 
care for their community 
and their neighbours. 

One of the houses allocated at Sandy  Point with a ramp  

Homeowners tearful as they Receive Keys

One of the emotionally distraught  
new homeowner  

New homeowners  show off keys 
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SKN authorities prepares for 

     Coronavirus

By Loshaun Dixon 

Authorities in St. Kitts 
and Nevis are monitor-
ing the deadly corona-
virus and are putting 
measures in place to 
meet any health threat.

The deadly new virus has 
had countries around the 
world scramble to deal 
with cases after affect-
ing thousands in China 
where the virus origi-
nated and more than 100 
people have died to date.

The National Emergency 
Management Agency 
(NEMA) in collabora-
tion with the Ministry 
of Health late last week 
held a meeting with 
representatives from 
airlines, Customs and 
Excise Department, 
Immigration, Scaspa, 
Police, the Defence 
Force, Coast Guard, 

Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Fire and Rescue 
Services, Marine 
Affairs, Red Cross, 
NEMA, Ministries of 
Environmental Health 
and Tourism.

Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) Dr. Hazel Laws 
spoke to the gather-
ing about the outbreak 
around the world.

Although the threat to 
St. Kitts and Nevis, and 
the Caribbean by exten-
sion has been deemed 
low by the world Health 
Organization  and 
Caribbean Public Health 
Agency, CMO Laws 
reminded persons that 
there is much to be done 
at individual and com-
munal levels in order 
to mitigate against the 
risk of the Coronavirus 
outbreak.

Dr. Laws enlightened the 
ports staff as to what to 
look for from passengers 

who may relayed the 
clinical signs and symp-
toms of the virus such 

as chills, muscle aches, 
coughing and difficulty 
breathing.

Following the meet-
ing Dr. Laws gave a 
public national address 

noting the risk of this 
virus to the people of 
St. Kitts  and Nevis is 
deemed low.  “We still 
have to take all the nec-
essary precautions to 
protect our borders and 
to protect our people. We 
just completed a sensiti-
zation session at NEMA 
where we had a very 
good turnout of front line 
workers at our airports 
and our ports in general.”

She continued, “This 
includes immigration of-
ficers, custom workers, 
fire, police, the airline 
agents to name a few. 
The objective of this 
session was to really 
sensitize the front line 
workers about this out-
break and to bring them 
on board because one 
important precautionary 
measure is to increase 
the surveillance at our 
ports of entry.”

Symptoms of the virus 
include: runny nose, 
cough, sore throat, fe-
ver and the common 
cold, which according to 
health officials can lead 
to pneumonia.

According to the World 
Health Organization 
Coronaviruses are a 
large family of viruses 
that cause illness rang-
ing from the common 
cold to more severe 
diseases such as Middle 
East Respiratory 
Syndrome and Severe 
Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome. A novel coro-
navirus is a new strain 
that has not been previ-
ously identified in hu-
mans.  Coronaviruses are 
zoonotic, meaning they 
are transmitted between 
animals and people. 

Symptoms of the virus 

include: runny nose, 

cough, sore throat, fe-

ver and the common 

cold, which according 

to health officials can 
lead to pneumonia.
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The Federation’s Politically Independent News Source

Succession Planning

EDitoRial

The impeachment trial of President Trump impels us to pay close attention to the 

behavior of our politicians, particularly the elected ones. Beyond the obvious, the 

trial raises the question of political succession planning. Who would be President 

of the United States if a sitting President is removed from Office?  
In the case of the United States, the answer is clear.  The electorate voted for a 

President and a Vice President – a management team, so to speak.  Thus, and if 

history is to be followed, it will be Vice President Spence who would complete 

the term of Office.  
In our Federation, we do not have impeachment or any other form of recall of 

Parliamentarians.  Other than death, resignation is the other method of demitting 

parliamentary office. We know of two parliamentary resignations (DeGrasse, 
Parry), and three Parliamentarians who have died in office (Bradshaw, Southwell, 
Guishard).

The closest instrument in our Constitution to an impeachment and removal from 

office is a MONC, a Motion of No Confidence.  A sitting Prime Minister facing 
such an MONC, who assesses that it may succeed, can prorogue Parliament and 

seek a new mandate – or he can stall as we have recently seen.  However, stalling 

as an option has now been removed. 

If the MONC proceeds and succeeds, the Constitution, at section 52 (6) allows a 
3 day window for either a dissolution of Parliament or a resignation of the incum-

bent PM, and presumably the appointment of another parliamentarian as PM. 

Such maneuverings are possible because of our first-past-the-post electoral 
system. We do not vote for a Prime Minister nor for a Deputy Prime Minister, 

even though both positions are constitutionally mandated.  Instead we vote for 

individual representatives who then decide amongst themselves who would be 

the “first among equals”
This system itself gives rise to an intriguing method of in-house removal, where-

by, in theory, the elected members simply inform the Governor General that they 

have withdrawn support from person A and now support person B for Prime 

Minister. For this, a simple majority of the elected representatives will suffice.  
But, in such a case, it not automatic that the Deputy PM will become the Leader 

of the country.

Impeachment, MONC, Resignation. Whichever and whatever, are all disruptive, 

detracting and disruptive.  They’re not the preferred option for good democracy, 

but are instruments for good governance. 

  

“Children’s Home is for chil-

dren who are in need of care 

such as orphaned children, 

children who have been ne-

glected, and children who 

have been abused in any 

type of way.” 

By Petra Mc Sheene

Members of the St. 
Christopher Children’s 
Home celebrated its 
70th anniversary with 
a service at the Zion 
Moravian Church. The 
church has been a part 
of the home since its 
inception.

Shannizua James, the 
home’s acting admin-
istrator explained how 
children originally be-
came residents at the 
home.  “Years ago par-
ents left their children 
at the home for respite 
when travelling abroad. 
Then would send for 
them when they got 
settled into their new 
home. However, that has 
changed and children 
now come to the home 
through the court sys-
tem via child protection 
services.”

“Children’s Home is for 
children who are in need 
of care such as orphaned 
children, children who 
have been neglected, and 
children who have been 

abused in any type of 
way.” 

James explained that the 

children at the home do 
a plethora of activities. 
“We’ve had children 
who were enrolled in 
football academy, we 
have children who are 
currently in the cadets, 
Shekinah’s Dance group, 
Keith Arthurton Cricket 
Academy. They are 
involved a lot of extra-
curricular activities.” 

In the event of an un-
disciplined or troubled 
child, James noted they 
have partnered with 

counsellors and work 
together to find the root 
cause of the problems 
and move on from there.

The home has the ca-
pacity to house up to 30 
children and currently 
has a staff of seven, five 
house parents who are 
with the children around 
the clock and two in 
administration. 

St. Christopher  

Children’s Home  

Celebrates 70th  

anniversary

Acting Administrator at Children’s Home, Shannizua James 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 31st, 2020NewS Page:5

By Monique Washington 

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley has sent a 
stern warning to the 
Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP), to stop 
using the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
funded Office for the 
Leader of the Opposition 
as the party’s campaign 
headquarters, a warning 
the NRP is not taking it 
lightly.

 The Premier when  ques-
tioned by the Observer 
said that NRP appears 
to be using that office as 
a campaign headquar-
ters. The Office For The 
Leader of the Opposition 
was opened last year and 
is being funded by the 
NIA. 

“I want to sound the 
warning very loudly here, 
that I would have none of 
it. The CCM (Concerned 
Citizens Movement) has 
no office that is paid for 
by the government so the 
NRP can’t expect  to have 
and office paid for by the 
government. The govern-
ment has no budget to 
pay for political parties 
to have an office. That 
is a matter for them,” 

Brantley said.

Brantley noted that the 
idea behind the opposi-
tion office was to be a 
formal office where the 
elected members of the 
opposition can receive, 
for example dignitaries 
that they might want to 
meet as the case may be. 
“Now I see children’s 
Christmas parties orga-
nized and held there...

My advice to the NRP 
is this, do your politics, 
that is fine but find your 
own office. That office 
will not be paid for by 
the government to be the 
campaign headquarters 
for the NRP.” 

Brantley’s warning did 
not fall on deaf ears. 

NRP’s Kelvin Daly noted 
that the NRP will not be 
going anywhere. “He 
took his time to threaten 
us… that building in 
his estimation is being 
inappropriately used to 
conduct party business 
rather than the official use 
which for the office of the 
leader of the opposition.” 

A defiant Daly continued, 
“Let him try, let him try 

and come to evict us. Let 
him try to stop paying 
the rent, because there 
will be a war on Nevis 
because that building is 
duly occupied not only 
for Joseph Parry, but 
it houses the office for 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party.” 

 let him try and come 

to evict us. let him try 

to stop paying the rent, 

because there will be a 

war on Nevis

NRP- Evict us and it will be war

Brantley to NRP- taxpayer Funded  

Opposition Office is not a Campaign HQ
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Berridge 

Shines as  

Hurricanes 

blow past  

Hurricanes

Berridge delivered the best bowl-

ing figures of his career as he 
claimed 5-22 from 10 overs as the 

Volcanoes collapsed to 51 all out 

and a big defeat by an innings and 

165 run

By Loshaun Dixon 

Sheeno Berridge con-
tinues to shine on the 
regional cricket level this 
time with a match haul 
of 9-61 as he helped set 
up the Leeward Islands 
Hurricanes for its first 
win of the season by an 
innings and 165 runs 

over the Windward 
Islands Volcanoes at 
Gros Islet in St. Lucia.

Berridge in the first in-
nings snagged 4-39 as 
the Volcanoes were whit-
tled out for 138. In their 
turn at the crease the 
Leeward Islands found 
greater success as they 

were able to post 354-
8 with Keiran Powell, 
Amir Jangoo, Jaison 
Peters and Alzarri Joseph 
all passing 50 in the rain 
affected game.

Starting the final day on 
234-5, the Hurricanes led 
by Joseph with the bat 
accelerated their scoring 

and pushed their first in-
nings until half an hour 
before lunch, after they 
secured four of the maxi-
mum five batting bonus 

points.

Joseph smoked 64 from 
56 as he helped push 
on the Leeward Islands 
total and continued to 
showcase his budding all 
round ability.

Giving them 216 runs 
to clear and making the 
Hurricanes bat again and 
with little over two ses-
sions left on the final day 
the Hurricanes needed 

quick wickets to ensure 
their first victory of the 
2020 season. 

Berridge delivered the 

best bowling figures of 
his career as he claimed 
5-22 from 10 overs as 
the Volcanoes collapsed 
to 51 all out and a big 
defeat by an innings and 
165 runs.
West Indies off-spinner 
Rahkeem Cornwall 
grabbed 2-7 from six 
overs and West Indies 
pacer Alzarri Joseph sup-
ported with 2-11 from 
10 overs, earning the 
Hurricanes their biggest 
win (by runs) against the 
Volcanoes.

The Hurricanes gained 
22.4 points to move from 
the cellar position in 
the standings after three 
rounds of fixtures.

The haul took its total for 
the season to 26.6 points, 
moving the team to 
fourth. Volcanoes, previ-
ously second, dropped to 
third on 32.8, after gain-
ing 3.4 from this match. 

The Hurricanes next en-
counter will be against 
the Barbados Pride from 
February 6 to 9 at Warner 
Park.
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Cayon Primary School Wins East 

Zone 1 Zonal Championship

By Petra Mc Sheene 

In a showcase of speed, 
teamwork and stamina, 
the Cayon Primary 
School was declared 
winners of the East Zone 
1 Zonal Championships 
with a total of 19 gold, 
16 silver and 12 bronze 
medals.

Second place was taken 
by the Joshua Obidiah 
Primary School with 
14 gold, 11 silver and 
14 bronze medals. In 
3rd place was the Violet 
Petty Primary School 

with 4 gold, 6 silver and 
5 bronze medals and in 
4th place was Estridge 
Primary School with 
1 gold, 3 silver and 5 
bronze medals

All athletes performed 
received awards and tro-
phies right after the event 
with local top athlete 
Delroy Delaney assisting 
with the presentations. 

The under 11 female 
champion of the event 
was Jehan Jeffers of 

Cayon Primary School 
with 34 points, under 11 
male champion went to 
Jaden Green of Joshua 

Obidiah with 30 points.

The  under 9 female 
champion was Kedaja 

Farrel of Cayon 
Primary with 18 points; 
under 9 male went to 
Ijaun Nisbett of Cayon 
Primary with 20 points.

There was a tie for 
under 13 female 

champion where both 
Nerissia Hanley of 
Cayon Primary School 
and Shaylaya Davis of 

Joshua Obidiah Primary 
received 12 points. Under 
13 male champion was 
Lequan Hendrickson of 
Cayon Primary School 
with 38 points. The 
Victrix Ludorum and 
the Victor Ludorum of 

the event were both ath-
letes of Cayon Primary 
namely Jehan Jeffers and 
Lequan Hendrickson. 

Participating schools 
were Cayon Primary 
School, Estridge Primary 
School, Joshua Obidiah 
Primary School and 
Violet Petty Primary 
School. Deane Glasford 
Primary School was 
also scheduled to take 
part in the event but was 
a no show for reasons 
unknown.

After it was an-
nounced that Cayon 
Primary School won 
the Championships ath-
letes, students, teachers, 
parents and residents of 
Cayon took to the field 
with trophy in hand and 
did a victory lap around 
the field. 

The next Zonal 
Championships are 
scheduled for Feb. 2 at 
the Verchild’s Playing 
Field with participating 
schools Bronte Welsh 
Primary, Tyrell Williams 
Primary, Sandy Point 
Primary and Newton 
Ground Primary Schools. 

all athletes performed received 

awards and trophies right after the 

event with local top athlete  

Delroy Delaney assisting with the 

presentations. 

CPS Victrix Ludorum finishing relay Cayon Primary Relay team  
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isles  remembered  

following  death

as a friend and a former  

national teammate, i’ll miss 

you. You were one of those 

players who could have done 

anything with the ball and 

blessed with natural ability. 

By Loshaun Dixon

Tributes have been pour-
ing in as the football 
fraternity in St. Kitts and 
Nevis mourn the loss of a 
National Team footballer 
Kennedy Isles who was 
shot outside his home on 
Friday evening.

Isles who played for 
Newtown United and 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
National team was out-
side his home when he 
was approached by an 
armed assailant who 
opened fire at him. He 
was wounded several 
times about the body and 
succumbed to his injuries 
at the scene.

The District Medical 
Officer arrived at the 
scene and pronounced 
him dead. Members of 
the Forensic Unit visited 
and processed the scene 
and collected several 
items of evidential value.

A post-mortem exami-
nation was conducted 

by Forensic Pathologist, 
Dr. Valery Alexandrov 
on the body of the 
late Kennedy Isles on 

January 26, 2020. Dr. 
Alexandrov concluded 
that the cause of death 
was as a result of mul-
tiple gunshot wounds to 
the body.

The St. Kitts-Nevis 
Football Association 
(SKNFA) paid a tribute 
to Isles with a moments 
silence before Premier 

League Games over the 
weekend and also re-
membered him through a 
statement. “The SKNFA 

and the entire football 
family in St. Kitts and 
Nevis is saddened by 
the news of the death of 
Senior Men’s Team and 
Newtown United player 
Kennedy “K” Isles 
last evening, Friday 24 
January 2020. We take 
this opportunity to ex-
tend our condolences to 
the family of Kennedy 
and the members of 
the Newtown United 

Football Club. Our 
prayers and our thoughts 
are with his family and 
the members of the 

Newtown United FC dur-
ing this time.” 

Atiba Harris former 
teamate of Isle on the 
national team paid a trib-
ute to Isles. As a friend 
and a former national 
teammate, I’ll miss you. 
You were one of those 
players who could have 
done anything with the 
ball and blessed with 
natural ability. You were 

a game changer. You had 
personality. You brought 
life to our training camps 
on national team but also 
made it known when 
you weren’t pleased with 
what was going on. 

“You’ve lived your life 
your way and I’m happy 
to have known you. It’s 
truly sad that you have 
departed from us this 
way but your memories 
will surely live on.”

Former Head Coach of 
the National Football 
team Jacques Passy ex-
pressed his shock at the 
loss. “Shocking news to 

hear, grasp, and under-
stand. A great footballer, 
who provided fans so 
many satisfactions. It 
was a privilege coach-
ing you in the National 
Team, Kennedy. You will 
be missed.”

No arrests has been made 
in relation to the incident.

The Police are making 
an appeal to anyone who 
might have any informa-
tion in relation to this in-
cident to call the Violent 
Crimes Unit (VCU) at 
467-1887, 662-3468 
or their nearest Police 
Station. Persons can also 
share information using 
the crime hotline 707. 
Investigations into the 
matter are ongoing.
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By Monique Washington 

Sixteen fruit trees 
were planted at the St. 
Thomas Primary school 
Wednesday which 
signaled the launch 
of the Nevis Island 
Administration’s (NIA) 
project to plant 10,000 
fruit and ornamental trees 
throughout the island be-
fore the end of 2020.

Grade three students of 
the school assisted the 
Minister of Agriculture 
Alexis Jeffers, Permanent 
Secretary, Huey Sargeant, 
Junior Minister Troy 
Liburd, Minister of 
Culture  Eric Evelyn, 
Education officials, 
Principal of the school  
and teachers in planting 
16 trees in total. 

The trees planted in-
cluded cane fig, sour 
orange, sour sop, fig and 

pomegranate. The 10,000 
plants will be sourced 
from nurseries on the is-
land and the Department 
of Agriculture.

The children helped to 
un-pot the plants, shov-
eled the dirt on the freshly 
planted trees and gave 
the trees their first water. 
Trees will be planted at 
all the Primary Schools 
throughout the island dur-
ing the course of the year. 

Minister Jeffers noted 
how “happy” he was to 
be at the launch of the 
project. He said that the 
reason why they are start-
ing with the schools is 
because “this is the start 

of a new decade and the 
tree that you are plant-
ing today at your age, in 
the next 10, 20, 40 years 
you would be able to look 
back at that tree and say I 
was responsible for plant-
ing that tree.”

He said over the years 
they will not only bear 
fruit but will have a great-
er impact on human life. 
“The air that you breathe, 
the trees impact that, the 
food that you eat, your 

health care,  and even 
climate change. The trees 
that we are planting will 
have a significant impact 
on our environment and 
create that buffer that we 
require to ensure that we 
are combating climate 
change.”

Jeffers noted that though 
Nevis is small they are 
hoping that the initiative 
will impact Nevis and the 
rest of the world in a posi-
tive way.“I am pleased 
to be a part of this. The 
whole of the Nevisian 

public can get on board 
and ensure that we plant 
10,000 fruit and ornamen-
tal trees. But not just stop-
ping at 10,000, surpassing  
that figure.” 
   

“the trees that we are planting will 

have a significant impact on our  
environment and  

create that buffer that we 

require to ensure that we are  

combating climate change”

St thomas primary school kicks off  

ten thousand tree project 

10,000  tree  project  launched

Hon Alexis Jeffers planting tree 
with a student

Students plant and watering new trees
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Sugar girlz no match for  

Canada in  

CoNCaCaF  

qualifier

By Loshaun Dixon 

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
National female foot-
ball team was thrashed 
by Canada 11-0 in its 
opening game of the 

CONCACAF women’s 
football qualifying round 
at the HEB Park in Texas, 
USA.

The Sugar Girls started 
the game with a spirited 
opening 10 minutes until 
they gave up a penalty in 
the 10th minute that was 
put away by Christine 
Sinclair. It was all down-
hill from then-on.

The St. Kitts and 
Nevis side put up very 

little resistance to  the 
Canadian attack and soon 
found themselves down 
2-0.

Sinclair added her sec-
ond goal and her team’s 

third in the 26th minute 
to become the world’s 
all-time leading goal-
scorer. She passed re-
tired American Abby 
Wambach to lead her 
team to a 7-0 half-time 
lead.

The second half was 
much better than the first 
for the Federation team if 
you consider conceding 
only four goals instead of 

seven an improvement.

Adriana Leon scored four 
goals on top of Sinclair’s 
brace, while Ashley 
Lawrence had a brace as 
well.

Jayde Riviere  in the 
49th, Jessie Fleming in 
the 54th and Huitema 
74th strike all added goals 
in the Canadians domi-
nance over the St. Kitts 
and Nevis team.  

The Sugar Girlz will look 
to bounce back against 
Mexico Saturday before 
facing Caribbean neigh-
bors Jamaica three days 
later.

the St. Kitts and Nevis side put up 

very little resistance to  the Cana-

dian attack and soon found them-

selves down 2-0.

the Sugar Girls  

started the game with a 

spirited opening... THe St. Kitts and Nevis team ahead of the game against Canada
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Nevis 5 by-election within 60 days

No definite day set
NRP launches its 

candidate

The Nevis Reformation Party has chosen 
Cleone Simmonds, an attorney, as their 
candidate for the up-coming by-election.

By Monique Washington 

In less than 60 days the 
people of Nevis 5 St. 
Thomas’ will vote for 
who they want to repre-
sent them in the Nevis 

Island Assembly.

The Nevis Reformation 
Party has chosen Cleone 
Simmonds, an attorney, 
as their candidate for the 
up-coming by-election.  
Simmonds candidacy 
comes after Joseph Parry 
retired officially on 
December 31, 2019 from 
active politics, vacating 
his seat. A by-election is 
constitutional due 90 days 
after the seat becomes 
vacant.

After being chosen 
Simmonds expressed her 
passion for the island’s 

youth. She pointed out 
their need to “express 
their creativity.” “We can 
look around Nevis and 
you can see that there is 
not much of an outlet for 
our young people. There 

are not many leisure ac-
tivities, simple things like 
enjoying movies, they 
can’t enjoy that. 

“Some have to journey 
to St. Kitts on the week-
end, simply to get a little 
down time and relaxation. 
In order for our youth 
to develop, they must 
have an outlet to express 
themselves creatively. A 
Nevis Reformation Party 
Administration will en-
sure that these things are 
put in place because Nevis 
deserves better, Nevisians 
deserves better and you 
do not only deserve better, 

you deserve the best and 
NRP is best for Nevis!”

On the Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
(CCM) side,  leader Mark 
Brantley noted that his 

party is not ready as yet 
to announce its candidate. 
“We have to be very care-
ful when we jump out and 
say who is going to be a 
candidate. 

“We are going to do 
things in our own time 
based on our own efforts 
and in the fullness of time 
the people will know who 
our candidates are for 
the federal elections and 
who it will be for the by-
election. There is no rush, 
there is no secrecy, but we 
have to roll out our strat-
egy as a political party,” 
he said.     

                                                       -30-

“We are going to do things in our 

own time based on our own  

efforts and in the fullness of time 

the people will know who our  

candidates are
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Nevis preparing for  26th  
agriculture open Day

He noted that this 

year the delegation 

from taiwan will be 

returning 

By Monique Washington 

Preparations for the 26th 
annual Nevis Agriculture 
Open Day, March 26-
27, are underway and 
vendor registration has 
opened. This year’s 
event will be held under 
the theme “Stimulating 
Entrepreneurship and 
Gender Diversity, while 
combating Climate 
Change.” 

The two-day event 
will take place at the 
Elquemedo T. Willett 
Park.

The Objectives of the 
Open Day Fair are:

 •  To raise 
awareness of the level of 
agricultural activity on the 

island

 •  To 
improve the technol-
ogy among farming 
communities with subse-
quent     improvement in 
productivity

 • To pro-
mote the freshness and 
quality of locally grown 
commodities, to high-
light the services offered 

by the Department of 
Agriculture

 • To fos-
ter greater collaboration 
between the Department 
of Agriculture and clients 
and allied agencies

 • To in-
tensify it by local eat local 

campaign among others

Director of Agriculture 
Randy Elliott predicts this 
year’s event will be huge. 
He noted that registration 
is now open and said that 
last year 63 vendors took 
part in the event and that 
has expanded to 68 this 
year.

He said most of the 
Agriculture divisions are 
preparing for the fair. “We 
already started to plant 
items. There will be more 
fruits, more meats, more 
produce. We have new 
breeds of cows that will 
be at the fair. Our meats 
are being processed. We 
are getting ready.” 

He noted that this year the 
delegation from Taiwan 
will be returning and 
he also revealed Joseph 
“Mingo”  Lawrence 
who has been with the 
department for the past 
40 years has been named 
the patron for Open Day. 
“The Agriculture Open 
Day Fair is not just an 
event, it is an experi-
ence. This year it will 
be bigger and everyone 
can come out and enjoy 
themselves,”  Elliott.
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Nevis Premier welcomes new Nta Chief  

Executive Officer; tenure begins  
February 1st

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (January 29, 
2020) -- Ms. Jadine 
Yarde, the new Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) 
of the Nevis Tourism 
Authority (NTA), says 
she is grateful to be on 
Nevis and is excited for 
the work she plans to un-
dertake at the authority. 
Her tenure to chart the 
way forward for Nevis’ 
tourism industry com-
mences on February 01, 
2020.

Premier of Nevis Hon. 
Mark Brantley, who 
is also the Minister of 
Tourism in the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA), welcomed Ms. 
Yarde to the island, dur-
ing a meeting at his of-
fice at Pinney’s Estate on 
January 28, 2020.  

“Jadine is joining us 
in Nevis, and has been 
selected by the NTA 
Board after a process of 

interviews as the next 
Chief Executive Officer 
of the NTA.

“We are delighted to 
have her... and we look 
forward certainly, to 
working with you and 
doing some great things 
in tourism in Nevis. So 
welcome to Nevis. I 
thought it was appropri-
ate to welcome you,” he 
said.

Later that day during his 
monthly press confer-
ence at the NIA’s Cabinet 
Room, the Tourism 
Minister gave some 
background informa-
tion about the new NTA 
official.

“She’s been a consultant 
in both Barbados and 
Grenada. She has worked 
with the Barbados 
Tourism Marketing Inc. 
and has been involved in 
the development of lim-
itless concierge service 
which is a Barbadian/
G r e n a d i a n - b a s e d 

concierge service,” he 
said

“She has over 10 
years experience in 
Tourism, Marketing and 
Entertainment. She holds 
a Bachelor of Science in 
Marketing, and we feel 
that she brings to the 
table a creative vision 
for the future of Nevis’ 
tourism industry, an ana-
lytic tourism outlook, a 
strong digital marketing 
mindset, and a clear un-
derstanding of how im-
portant a business digital 
footprint is,” he said.

Ms. Yarde will replace 
Mr. Greg Phillip who 
resigned from the CEO 
position in 2019 having 
served the NTA from 
2013.

The minister added that 
he was advised that Ms. 
Yarde is American-born, 
and has Barbadian and 
Grenadian citizenship. 
She has lived in the 
United States in Boston 

and New York for most 
of her life before moving 
to Barbados where she 
worked in tourism, mar-
keting and entertainment.

Mr. Brantley explained 
that the new CEO was 
selected by the NTA 
Board, from a field of 
40 applicants for the po-
sition. The candidates 
spanned the Caribbean, 
from Jamaica, Trinidad, 
Barbados, Antigua, the 
Virgin Islands, St. Lucia 
and Guyana, and interna-
tionally, from the United 
States of America, 
Canada, Europe and 
Dubai.  

The applicants were re-
quired to go through a 
process, and were short-
listed based on their 
knowledge of the desti-
nation, their background 
in tourism, their indus-
try experience and their 
qualifications. Of the 12 
persons shortlisted, four 

finalists were selected.

The Board conducted 
extensive interviews 
with the finalists, which 
focused on their vision 
to grow the destination, 
relevant and creative 
tradition and digital mar-
keting strategies, pro-
posals for engaging and 
motivating domestic and 
international stakehold-
ers, human resources 
competencies and the 
ability to manage limited 
resources.

Meantime, Mr. Brantley 
noted that the NIA is 
looking forward to good 
results from the NTA.

“We have, I believe a 
strong board, a strong 
NTA, new blood, a new 
energy, a new CEO and 
we are looking forward 
to good results com-
ing from the interaction 
and the injection of new 
blood and new ideas...

“We have an all local 
board. We have now a 
Caribbean national who 
has taken over as CEO, 
and we are hoping that 
we get the results that we 
are looking for, bearing 
in mind that tourism is so 
critical to the economic 
survival of the island of 
Nevis,” he said.

The new NTA Board 
comprises of Mrs. Pamela 
Martin, Resort Manager 
at Nisbet Plantation 
Beach Club who serves 
as chairperson; Mr. 
John Hanley, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Tourism; Mr. Richard 
Lupinacchi Jr., Manager 
of The Hermitage; Mr. 
Andrei Mocanu, General 
Manager of Golden Rock 
Inn; Mr. Oral Brandy, 
Manager of the Nevis Air 
and Sea Ports Authority 
(NASPA); and Ms. Omel 
Wilkin, Manager of 
Omel Ground Handling 
at the Vance W. Amory 
International Airport.

Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis and Minister of 
Tourism, welcomes Ms. Jadine Yarde, the new Chief 

Executive Officer of the Nevis Tourism Authority to Nevis, 
at his Pinney’s Estate office on January 28, 2020. 

Ms. Jadine Yarde, the new Chief Executive Officer 
of the Nevis Tourism Authority and Mr. John Hanley, 
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism and 

member of the Nevis Tourism Authority Board,
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St. Kitts-Nevis’ Prime Minister and Deputy PM 

Jointly Congratulate Women’s Football team on 

Historic advancement to the CoNCaCaF olympic 

Qualifying Championship

New data from 
ForwardKeys has re-
vealed tourism to the 
Caribbean grew by 4.4 
per cent in 2019, in step 
with worldwide growth.

Analysis of the most im-
portant origin markets 
shows that the increase 
in visitors was driven 
by North America, with 
travel from the USA 
(which accounts for 53 
per cent of visitors) up 
6.5 per cent, and travel 
from Canada up 12 per 
cent.

The information was re-
vealed at the Caribbean 
Hotel & Tourism 
Association’s Caribbean 
Pulse session, held at 
the Baha Mar in Nassau 
Bahamas.

The top Caribbean des-
tination by far is the 
Dominican Republic, 
with a 29 per cent share 
of visitors, followed by 
Jamaica, with 12 per 
cent, Cuba with 11 per 
cent and the Bahamas 
with seven per cent.

A series of deaths, which 
were initially feared 
to be suspicious, of 
American tourists in the 

Dominican Republic led 
to a temporary setback in 
bookings from the USA; 
however, as Americans 
were unwilling to give 
up their holiday in para-
dise, other destinations, 
such as Jamaica and the 
Bahamas benefited.
Puerto Rico saw stron

g growth, up 26.4 per 
cent, but this is better 
seen as a recovery after 
hurricane Maria devas-
tated the destination in 
2017.
While travel to the 
Dominican Republic 
from the USA fell by 21 
per cent, visitor numbers 
from Europe, and else-
where, swelled to take 
up some of the vacant 
accommodation.

Visitors from Italy were 
up 30 per cent, from 
France were up 21 per 
cent and from Spain were 
up 9.5 per cent.
The devastation wreaked 
on the Bahamas by hur-
ricane Dorian also dam-
aged its tourism industry, 
as bookings from four 
of its top seven markets 
fell significantly during 
August and continued to 
be down in October and 
November.

However, December saw 
a substantial recovery.

Looking ahead to the 
first quarter of 2020, the 
outlook is challenging, as 
bookings for the period 
are currently 3.6 per cent 
behind where they were 
at the equivalent moment 
last year.

Olivier Ponti, vice 
president, insights, 
ForwardKeys, struck a 
note of optimism, and 
said: “While the cur-
rent forward booking 
situation is currently not 
where one would want it 
to be, there are plenty of 
opportunities for the des-
tination to grow.

“Most significantly, an 
analysis of flight searches 
shows that there is strong 
interest in the Caribbean 
from source markets 
which have very limited 
direct connectivity.

“For example, large 
numbers of people look 
for flights to Nassau 
from (in order of interest) 
Paris, Milan, Warsaw, 
Rome and Zurich.

“This suggests that if 
new direct flights were 

established, many more 
visitors would come.

“Given how wonderful 
the Caribbean is as a des-
tination and how much 

tourism is valued here, I 
am crossing my fingers 
that this will happen.”

ForwardKeys analyses 
global aviation capacity, 

flight searches and over 
17 million flight book-
ing transactions a day to 
generate date on global 
tourism
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Basseterre  High  School  Wins  

Cheerleading  Competition

BHS Stormers Back to Back Champions

By Petra Mc Sheene 

With an energetic per-
formance filled with 
splits, tumbles and back 
flips, the Basseterre 
High School Stormers 
Cheerleading squad was 
once able to walk away 
with the winning trophy 
making them back to back 
champions in the High 
Schools Cheerleading 
competition.

Due to a power out-
age at the Kim Collins 
Stadium on Sunday, the 
original date for the com-
petition-the same day 
as the Giant Malt Relay 
Championships- the 
only schools that were 

able to perform were 
Immaculate Conception 
Catholic School (ICCS) 
Blazing Lions, BHS 
Stormers and Charles E 
Mills Secondary School 
(CEMSS) Eagles. The 
remaining schools con-
tinued with their perfor-
mances the following 
day although it made it 
impossible for the Nevis 
International Secondary 
School (NISS) Vikings 
were unable to return to 
compete in the cheer-
leading competition. 
Participating schools for 
this year’s champion-
ship were ICCS Blazing 
Lions, CEMSS Eagles, 
BHS Stormers, Sadlers 
Secondary School (SSS) 
Wolves, Cayon High 
School (CHS) Falcons, 

Washie Wildcats, NISS 
Vikings and the CFBC 
Adora Bulls who made 
their debut at the event. 

After all schools fin-
ished the performances, 
the judges tallied up the 
scores and the ICCS 

Blazing Lions placed 
third with 76.33 points, 
Washie Wildcats placed 
second with 79.33 points 
and BHS Stormers was 
named back to back 
champions with 88 
points.

Most spectators felt the 
teams put on a good show. 
One parent who wished 
to remain anonymous 
indicated the BHS per-
formance was amazingly 
done and it was no doubt 
that they would win. She 
also mentioned that there 

was a difference between 
cheering and dancing and 
when asked to elaborate 
on this statement, she 
told the Observer that of 
the schools that placed 
Washie Wildcats’ perfor-
mance was too ‘sexually 
suggestive’ for a high 
school event being per-
formed by young teenage 
girls. 

Other spectators felt SSS 
Wolves and the CHS 
Falcons were both under-
rated and should have 
been given an award or 
recognition for all the 
athleticism during their 
performances in which 
the cheerleaders were 
able to perform many 
somersaults and backfli

With an energetic performance 

filled with splits, tumbles and back 
flips, the Basseterre High School 

Stormers Cheerleading squad was 

once able to walk away with the 

winning trophy
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He said her application was one  
of 40,  seven of which were  

from Nevisians.

Nta Board selects  

new CEo
By Monique Washington 

Jadine Yarde has been 
selected as the new chief 
executive officer (CEO) 
of the Nevis Tourist 
Authority by the group’s 
board of directors. 

Yarde was one seven 
Nevisians  being con-
sidered, including the 
Acting CEO Devon 

Liburd.

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley made the an-
nouncement Tuesday 
during his first press con-
ference of the year.

Brantley noted that 
Yarde, who is an 
American, was the can-
didate recommended by 
the NTA Board. He said 
her application was one 
of 40,  seven of which 
were from Nevisians. 

Brantley said,“I want 
to be very clear, where 
tourism is concerned we  
went through an exhaus-
tive search. I depended 
on the members of the 

board and the members 
of the board are telling 
me that they had over 
40 applicants for this 
position.” 

Among the candidates 
were individuals from 
many several Caribbean 
countries and the world 
including Jamaica, 
Trinidad, Barbados, 
Antigua, the Virgin 

Islands, St. Lucia, 
Guyana , USA, Canada 
and Dubai. 

“The 40 applicants went 
through a process. They 
were shortlisted based on 
their knowledge of the 
destination, their back-
ground in tourism, their 
industry experience and 
their qualification. Of 
the 12 individuals short-
listed, four finalists were 
eventually selected. The 
board conducted exten-
sive interviews with the 
finalists.”  
Brantley pointed out act-
ing CEO Devon Liburd  
was one of the contend-
ers for the position, “But 

the board having done 
their analysis has made 
their recommendations 
as I had indicated.”

He said Yarde has 
worked in Barbados 
tourism, marketing and 
entertainment. She has 
been a consultant in both 
Barbados and Grenada. 
“She has over ten years 
experience in  market-

ing, tourism and enter-
tainment, she hold a BSc 
in marketing. We feel she 
brings to the table a cre-
ative vision for the future 
of Nevis’ tourism indus-
try an analytic outlook, 
a strong digital market 
mindset and a clear un-
derstanding of how im-
portant a digital footprint 
is,” Brantley said.

Yarde will be replacing 
Greg Phillip, who was 
CEO of the NTA from 
2013 until he resigned 
in late 2019. “We pray 
that we get the results 
that we are looking for 
as it relates to tourism 
and tourism develop-

american  Jadine 

Yarde  to  Head  

Nevis  tourist  

authority
Premier Brantley and new CEO Jadine Yarde 
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By Monique Washington 

Private and public 
schools on Nevis have 
received a welcome 
IT boost with a gift of 
64 laptops and projec-
tors from the Regency 

Assurance Ltd.

Principals and 
Headmasters of the vari-
ous learning institutions 
on the island gathered 
at a brief handing over 
ceremony where each 
school received their 
gifts.

Regional Operations 
Manager  for Regency 
Assurance Leticia 
Nisbett -Dore,  not-
ed how important 
education is to their 
company.“Education 
is close to the heart of 
Regency Assurance 
and we would like to 

thank the Department of 
Education for allowing 
us to support you and the 
children of Nevis in this 
very meaningful way . 

“It is with great plea-
sure that we at Regency 

Assurance limited make 
this presentation to you 
today of 64 new laptop 
computers  and 64 new 
projectors presented to 
all schools in Nevis. 
Primary and Secondary 
public and private.”  

Principal Education 
Officer Zahnela Claxton 
expressed sincere 
gratitude to Regency 
Assurance Limited, “rep-
resented by Mrs. Leticia 
Nisbett-Dore for this 
meaningful act of good 
corporate citizenship.”

The Junior Minister of 
Education and Library 
Services Troy Liburd 
thanked the company 

and  noted the impor-
tance of receiving such 
a timely donation. “Our 
education center plan 
2017- 2021 which we 
have been working on  
highlights the need to 
bring technology into 

the classroom. The use 
of technology in the 
classroom will make for 
new outcomes and bet-
ter outcomes and it will 
make for better reaction 
between the students 
and the teachers,” Liburd 
said.

Liburd thanked the com-
pany “for this wonderful 
donation and I know our 
schools will put them to 
the best possible use.”

Regency Assurance 
is a global insurance 
and financial services 
company regulated by 
the Financial Services 
Regulatory Commission.

the use of technology in the  

classroom will make for new  

outcomes and better outcomes  and it 

will make for better reaction between 

the students and the teachers

Regency assurance  

donates 128 laptops and 

projectors to Nevis schools
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“Elections will be called soon enough 

and they will be called within the  

constitutional deadline.”

 PM Harris: 

Elections are 

coming

By Loshaun Dixon 

St. Kitts and Nevis will 
hold the next general 
elections “soon enough,” 
according to Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts 
and Nevis Dr. Timothy 
Harris but he stopped 
short of announcing a 
specific date for the polls 
due this year.

Dr. Harris speaking at a 
house allocation ceremo-
ny in Sandy Point last 
Friday indicated that his 
government was focused 
on delivering for the peo-
ple of St. Kitts and Nevis. 
“Elections will be called 
soon enough and they 
will be called within the 
constitutional deadline.”

He said when they are 
called his administration 
was looking forward to 
being returned to office 
with a stronger mandate. 
“The elections will be 
called and when they are 
called we will be aiming 
for all eight seats in St. 
Kitts and three in Nevis.

“Based upon the work 
we have done, based 
upon performance...the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis must return the 
Team Unity candidate 
wherever he or she is 
presented. In advance I 
say thank you for return-
ing your team unity gov-
ernment so that we can 
continue to transform st. 
Kitts and Nevis.”

Elections are constitu-
tionally due by the mid-
dle of 2020 with the last 
poll in February of 2015.
The Prime Ministers 
comments came in the 
wake of a poll done by 
well known pollster Peter 
Wickham of Caribbean 
Development Research 
Services (CADRES)

That showed the lead-
ership of Team Unity 
is preferred over the 
alternative.

“Fifty-three percent of 
people preferred the lead-
ership of Team Unity, 
compared to 39% pre-
ferring the leadership of 
Labour/NRP. The move-
ment regarding leader-
ship within parties is also 
interesting as in 2018 the 
non-Douglas options in 
the Labour/NRP totalled 
5%, while non-Harris 
options in Team Unity 
totalled 27%. On this 
occasion there has been 
considerable consolida-
tion within Team Unity, 
with non-Harris options 
totalling 13%, while 
the situation within the 
Labour/NRP group re-
mained the same. 

“The other noteworthy 
observation relating to 
leadership is the fact that 
Harris leads at this time 
among uncommitted 
voters with 29% say-
ing they would prefer to 
be led by him (Harris), 

while 22% opted for the 
leadership of Douglas. 
Therefore, Opposition 
Leader Douglas contin-
ues to trail PM Harris 
both in terms of com-
mitted and uncommitted 
support. ”

The poll also indicated 
that the current admin-
istration is likely to hold 
on to the government. 
“CADRES is project-
ing a level of support 
for Team Unity of 54% 
which computes to a 
swing of 4% in Team 
Unity’s favour which we 
believe is sufficient for 
it to successfully defend 
all the seats it currently 
has and threaten one ad-
ditional seat in St Kitts. 

This swing projection 
is statistically similar to 
that of 2018 suggesting 
that the political envi-
ronment continues to be 
more favourable to Team 
Unity as this time.”

CADRES interviewed 
approximately 1,000 
people in all 11 Federal 
constituencies using a 
methodology that is con-
sistent with that which 
was used with all previ-
ous national surveys in 
the Federation of St Kitts 
and Nevis. 

CADRES most recently 
accurately called the 
Dominica elections held 
in December 2019.
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“The big benefit is in addition to being able to 
pay someone from across the cash register 

table or across the room, you can pay people 

across the planet.”

RENoWNED BitCoiN  

PRoMotERS CoMMEND  

St. KittS-NEViS  

GoVERNMENt oN  

aDVaNCiNG itS  

FiNaNCial SERViCES  

SECtoR

BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts, January 27, 2020 
(Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister) 
- The Government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis on 
Thursday, January 23, 
passed legislation in the 
National Assembly that 
will help to facilitate the 
ease of doing business in 
today’s cashless society. 

 The Virtual Assets Bill, 
2020, which is a Bill to 
provide for the regula-
tion of Virtual Assets 
Business from St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
and with persons from St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
and for related mat-
ters, received the over-
whelming support of the 
Members of Parliament 
and was subsequently 
passed.

 This move by the Team 
Unity administration was 
welcomed by two known 
figures in the internation-
al digital currency com-
munity - Mr. Roger Ver, 
a promoter of bitcoin and 
bitcoin cash globally, 
and Mr. Daniel Kelman, 
General Counsel.

Speaking with the Press 
Unit in the Office of 
the Prime Minister, Mr. 

Roger Ver commended 
the Government on tak-
ing the necessary steps to 
further development its 
financial services sector 
and to protect the sector 
through the creation of 
the necessary regulatory 
framework.

 Mr. Ver, the Executive 
Chairman of Bitcoin.
com, said virtual assets 
or digital currency is the 
direction in which to-
day’s society is heading. 
He stated that one of the 
biggest benefits to digi-
tal currency is the ease 
of conducting business 
from one location to any 
other place in the world. 

 “The big benefit is in 
addition to being able to 
pay someone from across 
the cash register table or 
across the room, you 
can pay people across 
the planet. As you know, 
many of the cars in St. 
Kitts are bought from 
Japan, using virtual cur-
rency you can pay from 
here to Japan instantly 
for a tenth of a penny, 
whereas with the bank 
wire transfers will cost 
you a bunch of money 
and take at least several 
days,” said Mr. Ver. 

 Mr. Kelman agreed with 
the sentiments expressed 
by Mr. Ver. He added, 
“You can have a business 
in St. Kitts and do busi-
ness all over the world, 
and so for St. Kitts to 
have a small business 
here on the island and 
reach out to the whole 
world as if there was no 
border that is exactly 
the direction should be 
going.”

 While moving the bill 
through the National 
Assembly, Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of Finance, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris stated that the 
Virtual Assets Bill, 2020 
will ensure that each pro-
vider participating in vir-
tual asset services in the 
Federation are subjected 
to a registration and su-
pervisory regime which 
would allow for compli-
ance with the existing 
Anti-Money Laundering/
Combating the Financing 
of Terrorism (AML/CFT) 
legislative framework in 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
by extension, comply 
with the related interna-
tional standards set out 
by the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF).

Photo: Mr. Roger Ver (left), Executive Chairman of Bitcoin.com and Mr. 
Daniel Kelman (right), General Counsel in attendance at the Thursday, 

January 23 sitting of the National Assembly.
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BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts, January 27, 2020 
(Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister) 
- An October 2019 
national survey con-
ducted by the Caribbean 
Development Research 
Services (CADRES), has 
reaffirmed the findings of 
a poll carried out in June 
2018, which showed that 
the leadership style of 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris remains the pre-
ferred option among the 
majority of the electorate 
in St. Kitts and Nevis.

 

CADRES said “the more 
significant political find-
ings” of the poll related 
to the matter of leader-
ship. It showed that the 
leadership of Team Unity 
is preferred over the 
alternative.

 

The national survey was 
carried out in October of 
2019, with findings be-
ing released this month. 

Some 1,000 persons in all 
11 Federal constituencies 
were interviewed using a 
methodology that is con-
sistent with that which 
was used with all previ-
ous national surveys in 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

 

“53% of people preferred 
the leadership of Team 
Unity, compared to 39% 
preferring the leader-
ship of Labour/NRP,” 
CADRES said in its press 
release.

 

CADRES further stated 
that the movement re-
garding leadership within 
parties is also interesting 
as in 2018 the non-Doug-
las options in the Labour/
NRP totalled 5%, while 
non-Harris options in 
Team Unity totalled 
27%. On this occasion 
there has been consider-
able consolidation within 
Team Unity, with non-
Harris options totalling 
13%, while the situation 

within the Labour/NRP 
group remained the same.

 

“The other noteworthy 
observation relating to 
leadership is the fact that 
Harris leads at this time 
among uncommitted 
voters as 29% of these 
persons said they would 
prefer to be led by him 
(Harris), while 22% 
opted for the leadership 
of Douglas. Therefore, 
Opposition Leader 
Douglas continues to trail 
PM Harris both in terms 

of committed and un-
committed support,” the 
release reads.

 

Furthermore, the October 
2019 poll revealed that 
a 53 percent majority of 
Kittitians and Nevisians 
believed that the country 
was on the Right Track 
or Heading in the Right 
Direction under the cur-
rent Team Unity-led 
administration.

DR.  tHE  HoNoURaBlE 

tiMotHY  HaRRiS  

REMaiNS  tHE  

PREFERRED  CHoiCE  FoR 

lEaDERSHiP

“53% of people preferred the  

leadership of team Unity,  

compared to 39% preferring the 

leadership of labour/NRP,” CaDRES 

said in its press release.

Photo: Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris
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17 Year luxury Hospitality Veteran Comes Fully Prepared  

with an Extensive Resort operations Background and a Focus  

on Highly Personalized Experiences.

“i am very excited to be joining Four Sea-

sons Resort Nevis at this exciting time 

in the property’s history,” says Ruby. “My 

focus on the guest experience – par-

ticularly having worked with guests 

from almost every corner of the world 

NEVIS, WEST INDIES 
(January 28, 2020) – 
Four Seasons Resort 
Nevis , the award-win-
ning Resort consistently 
ranked by travelers and 
travel experts as one 
of the top resorts in the 
Caribbean, has named 
Ruby Garcia as the 
new Resort Manager. 
A 17-year luxury hos-
pitality veteran, Ruby 
hails most recently 
from Phulay Bay, A 
Ritz-Carlton Reserve in 
Krabi, Thailand, where 
she served as General 
Manager.

“I am pleased to wel-
come Ruby to the 
Four Seasons Resort 
Nevis family,” says 
Yvette Thomas-Henry, 
Regional Vice President 
and General Manager. 
“Having made an out-
standing impact during 
her time in Thailand, she 
comes fully prepared to 
join our team with an ex-
tensive resort operations 
background and a focus 
on highly personalized 
experiences.”

Ruby’s appointment, 
along with the recent 

announcement of the 
Resort’s new RVP and 
General Manager, Yvette 
Thomas-Henry , further 
positions Nevis as a 
leader in executive di-
versity as it now features 
women in the top two 
leadership roles for the 
very first time. As Resort 
Manager, Ruby will 

lead the day-to-day op-
erations at Four Seasons 
Resort Nevis, which over 
the past two years has 
seen a multi-phase un-
veiling of re-envisioned 
guest rooms and suites 
and Great House lobby; 
the opening of delicious 
new dining outlets , On 
the Dune, EsQuilina and 

crowned monkey RUM 
BAR; a beautiful new 
space for the Kids for 
All Seasons kids club ; 
a stunning new pier to 
welcome guests upon ar-
rival and the perfect spot 
to catch a Caribbean sun-
set; and a new signature 
infinity edge pool at the 
centre of the Resort. She 

also is responsible for 
monitoring and main-
taining Four Seasons 
core standards to ensure 
all guests receive the 
highest level of service 
during their stay.

“I am very excited to be 
joining Four Seasons 
Resort Nevis at this 

exciting time in the 
property’s history,” says 
Ruby. “My focus on the 
guest experience – par-
ticularly having worked 
with guests from almost 
every corner of the world 
– will help us achieve 
high guest satisfaction, 
meeting their high ex-
pectations coming out of 

our recently completed 
enhancement project.”

Known for her abil-
ity to anticipate guest 
needs and provide ex-
ceptional personalized 
service, Ruby was a part 
of the Phulay Bay team 
since 2017, where she 
contributed to making 

it one of the top three 
hotels on guest satisfac-
tion for Marriott Luxury 
Asia Pacific. Before 
then, Ruby also served 
as Executive Assistant 
Manager in the Rooms 
Division for the Taj 
Exotica Resort & Spa 
Maldives, where she 
helped increase guest 
satisfaction and quality 
assurance scores, as well 
as repeat guest stay ra-
tios. Her previous North 
American and Caribbean 
experience also includes 
stints with Mandarin 
Oriental in Boston and 
Bermuda, and Parrot 
Cay Resort & COMO 
Shambhala Retreat in 
Turks and Caicos.

For further information 
and reservations, please 
visit www.fourseasons.
com/nevis , call (869) 
469 6238 or contact your 
travel professional (chain 
code FS.)

Four Seasons Resort 
Nevis

Four Seasons Resort 
Nevis is located on the 
western coast of the 
Caribbean island of 

Nevis, sister island to St. 
Kitts, and the birthplace 
of U.S. Founding Father 
Alexander Hamilton. 
A place where love and 
harmony is ever-present, 
Nevis is a spirited and 
soulful haven, where 
both serenity and ad-
venture can be pursued 
endlessly. 

Our island home is 
beaming with natural 
beauty, from the green 
summit of Nevis Peak, 
down to the sugar-soft 
sand of Pinney’s Beach. 
Play golf alongside the 
Green Vervet monkeys, 
dive into the sea to ex-
plore the nearby reefs, 
reconnect with nature at 
our serene Spa, or toast 
the colourful sunset as 
you dine on the water’s 
edge.

With 189 spacious rooms 
and suites and more than 
50 luxurious villas, the 
Resort has been deliver-
ing authentic Caribbean 
hospitality for more 
than 28 years. Whatever 
your preference, here in 
paradise, the opportuni-
ties for perfection are 
infinite.

FoUR SEaSoNS RESoRt NEViS  

WElCoMES RUBY GaRCia aS NEW 

RESORT MANAGER; CARIBBEAN  
RESoRt NoW FEatURES WoMEN iN 

tHE toP tWo lEaDERSHiP RolES FoR 

tHE VERY FiRSt tiME
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“CaRPHa is recommending that Member States be proactive and vigilant. 

they must reinforce surveillance measures at points of entry,  

communication strategies which emphasize good hand hygiene, and 

measures targeted at reducing the importation of this new virus  

to our shores,” stated Dr. St John. 

Port of Spain, Trinidad 
and Tobago, January 
27, 2020.  CARPHA 
has activated its inci-
dent management team 
and is coordinating 
the Regional Health 
response to the 2019 
novel Coronavirus 
(2019-nCoV) outbreak 
in light of the increased 
number of confirmed cas-
es of infections in China 
and internationally. 

“CARPHA is monitor-
ing the international situ-
ation as it evolves.  We 
continue to work closely 
with Caribbean Member 
States (CMS), and 
Caribbean coordinating 
partners and mechanisms 
to respond to the threat 
and to prepare CMS to 
prevent further transmis-
sion from exported case 
if they were to happen 
in countries,” states Dr. 
Joy St John, CARPHA 
Executive Director. 

There is still much more 
to learn about how 
the 2019-nCoV virus 

spreads, severity of asso-
ciated illness, and other 
features of the virus. We 
do know that the 2019-
nCoV virus is a new 
strain of coronavirus that 
has not been previously 
identified in humans.  It 
is part of a large family 
of viruses that cause ill-
ness ranging from the 
common cold to more 
severe diseases such as 
Middle East Respiratory 
Syndrome (MERS-
CoV) and Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS-CoV).  Common 
signs of infection include 
respiratory symptoms, 
fever, cough, shortness 
of breath and breath-
ing difficulties. In more 
severe cases, infection 
can cause pneumonia, 
severe acute respiratory 
syndrome, kidney failure 
and even death. 

According to WHO, as 
of January 26, there were 
2794 confirmed cases of 
patients with pneumonia 
caused by the new strain 
of coronavirus.  Outside 

of China, at least eleven 
(11) more countries 
have confirmed at least 
one case among travel-
lers who visited Wuhan.  
Reports on January 25 
indicated there is now 
one secondary case in 
a family member of a 
case in Vietnam.   On 21 
January, the US CDC an-
nounced the first case in 
the USA. Cases have 
now been reported in 
Canada, France, and 
Australia. 

“CARPHA is recom-
mending that Member 
States be proactive and 
vigilant. They must 
reinforce surveillance 
measures at points of 
entry, communica-
tion strategies which 
emphasize good hand 
hygiene, and measures 
targeted at reducing the 
importation of this new 
virus to our shores,” 
stated Dr. St John. 

 Currently, there are 
no restrictions on in-
ternational travel and 

no special precautions 
travellers need to take 
when travelling to the 
Caribbean since there 
have been no reported 
cases of 2019-nCoV in 
the Caribbean.  Travellers 
are thus advised to:

 Stay informed about 
the 2019-nCoV situa-
tion in any countries to 

which they are travel-
ling.Practice general 
infection control mea-
sures, such as frequent 
hand washing with soap 
and water or an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer.

CARPHA remains com-
mitted to supporting its 
Member States in adapt-
ing existing influenza 

preparedness plans for 
2019-nCoV, refreshing 
training of health care 
workers in universal pre-
cautions and the use of 
necessary personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE) 
, and implementing mea-
sures to protect the most 
vulnerable in our popu-
lations from developing 
the disease. 

2019-nCoV: CaRPHa urges the  

Region to be Vigilant, Be Prepared
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WESt iNDiES CoaCHES’FoRUM to laUNCH NEW 

CWi CoaCH EDUCatioN PRoGRaM

For Immediate Release

Monday January 27,
2020

WEST INDIES 
COACHES’

FORUM TO LAUNCH 
NEW CWI COACH 
E D U C A T I O N 
PROGRAM

St John’s, Antigua

- Led by West Indies 
Head Coach Phil 
Simmons and Director of 
Cricket Jimmy Adams, 
Cricket West Indies

(CWI) is hosting a West 
Indies Coaches Forum 
with regional franchise 
coaches on Tuesday, 
January 28 as part of a 
major initiative to devel-
op the West Indies crick-
eters and coaches of the 

future.This forum will be 
the launch pad for

the new CWI Coach 
Education Program, 
a key part of the new 
“Cricket First” strategy 
and investment plan to 
develop coaches and 
players to strengthen 
cricket in the West Indies 
for long-term success.

N e w l y - a p p o i n t e d 
Coaching Education 
Manager Chris 
Brabazon, international 
and franchise coaches 
will be working together 
to develop a framework 
as to how all coaches in 
the region will work and 
communicate together to 
improve player develop-
ment and shape the play-
ers of the future.

“This is something I tried 
to initiate a few years ago 
in my previous stint as 

head coach and it’s great 
that this was initiated in 
2017 under Director of 
Cricket Jimmy Adams. I 
feel we can all learn from 
each other and all work 
together for the develop-
ment of West

Indies Cricket,” said 
West Indies Head Coach, 
Phil Simmons.

Director of Cricket, 
Jimmy Adams further 
added:

“I am pleased that CWI 
is putting resources be-
hind player development 
through the strengthen-
ing of its coaching path-
way. We need to have all 
our coaches in the region 
playing a consistent and 
integrated role in player 
development and this fo-
rum  will be a significant
part of the process.”

CWI plans to use this fo-
rum to start

building consistency 
throughout its coaching 
pathway, from U15s  to 
international level by 
identifying current and 
future playing skills 
critical for international 
success and then de-
termining the coaching 
pathway and education 
to develop those playing 
skills. 

Following the West 
Indies Coaches Forum,

Coach Education 
Manager Chris Brabazon 
will visit all regional 
franchises to meet with 
regional pathway coach-
es to understand how 
CWI can better support 
regional coaches and 
how all coaches can 
work together with the 
new Coach Education 

Program.

“There is no doubt that 
the role of the coach is 
vital at every level of the 
player pathway. These 
Coach Forums will be 
crucial to the creation 
of a coach development 
system that provides our 
coaches with the practi-
cal resources required 
to assist them to play 
their part in the player 
journey,” said Coach 
Education Manager, 
Chris Brabazon.

CWI President Ricky 
Skerritt who will

be making opening 
remarks at the forum 
said:“Bringing cricket 
specialists together to 
learn from each other, 
establish standards and 
plan strategy is a crucial 
component of CWI’s 
overall strategy. I am 

really pleased to see 
such a gathering taking 
place.”

The coaches participating

in the Coaching Forum 
are:  Andre Coley, Nikita 
Miller, Emmerson 
Trotman, Fernix Thomas, 
Wilden Cornwall, 
Esuan Crandon, Stuart 
Williams, Andrew 
Richardson, Roddy 
Estwick, David Williams, 
Vasbert Drakes, Floyd 
Reifer, Pedro Collins 

– Colin Benjamin

Media & Content 
Consultant Cricket West 
Indies Inc

www.windiescricket.
com

P.O. Box 616W, Factory 
Road, St. John’s, 
Antigua, W.I.
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Legislation was passed 
in the National Assembly 
of St. Kitts and Nevis late 
last week that is destined 
to bring modernity to the 
Federation’s global fi-
nancial posture.

Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance Dr. 
Timothy Harris intro-
duced the Virtual Assets 
Bill, 2020 that will im-
plement an application 
process for the registra-
tion of virtual assets of 
businesses. 

The Bill also requires 
that relevant information 
be provided at the appli-
cation stage for due dili-
gence to be conducted on 
the directors and share-
holders of each virtual 
asset service provider to 
determine whether they 
can be considered as fit 
and proper persons to op-
erate such a business in 
the Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.   

Prime Minister Harris 
said, “It is vital at this 
juncture that we embrace 
the opportunity to ex-
pand our capacities for 
adaptation to the swiftly 
changing realities of the 
technological spheres in 
which we find ourselves 
in this 21st Century.”

He said the bill was to 
ensure the legislative 
framework is properly 
in place to facilitate the 
Federation’s engagement 
in an industry that is still 
evolving. “Whether it 
is block chain, Bitcoin, 
Crypto Assets or virtual 
assets the commonality is 
the use of financial tech-
nology to swiftly transfer 
value around the world 
and expedite the advent 
of what the Governor 
of our Central Bank has 
been describing as the 
cashless society. 

“The fast evolving block 
chain and distributed led-
ger technologies bring 
advantages of speed, 
of economy because 
it’s relatively cheaper, 
ubiquity and anonymity 
with respect to their use. 
They also bring new job 
opportunities.”

He however noted a need 
to ensure proper regula-
tions are in place to deal 
with criminal elements. 
“The rules will ensure 
transparency of virtual 
transactions and prohibit 
illicit funds from entering 
the crypto sphere.”

Dr. Harris said it was 
important for the mecha-
nism to be put in place 
to limit the chances of 
expectation for illicit 
activities

“We come today to en-
sure St. Kitts and Nevis 
is not left behind in this 
case. The Virtual Assets 
Bill is to ensure that our 
country and our people 
are not left behind in 
financial evolutionary 
products and services,” 
he concluded.

Opposition MP Konris 
Maynard said there were 
tremendous benefits 
leaning toward virtual 
asset management noting 
it was a young industry 
with a lot of promise. “I 
want to commend the 
ECCB for the assistance 
they have given in setting 
up a legal framework so 
that the wider Eastern 
Caribbean Currency 
Union is not left behind.”

The National Assembly 
also passed the 
N o n - G o v e r n m e n t 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s 
Amendment Bill and 
the Money Business 
Amendment Bill, legisla-
tion that received biparti-
san support.

Game changing  

               Virtual assets                

                                 Bill Passed 
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MEDIA RELEASE

(FOR IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE)

RFHL RECORDS 
US$55.8 MILLION 
IN FIRST QUARTER 
PROFITS

Port-of-Spain, Trinidad: 
January 30, 2020: The 
President of Republic 
Financial Holdings 
Limited (RFHL), Nigel 
Baptiste, announced 

today a profit attribut-
able to shareholders of 
US$55.8 million for the 
quarter ending December 
31, 2019, an increase of 
US$3.48 million or 6.7% 
over the corresponding 
period last year.

Mr. Baptiste, in an-
nouncing the results 
said, “Total assets stood 
at US$15.24 billion at 
December 31, 2019, an 
increase of US$4.42 bil-
lion or 40.9% over the 

total assets at December 
2018. This increase was 
mainly due to the two 
acquisitions in 2019. The 
acquisition of Cayman 
National Corporation 
on March 13, 2019 
added US$1.75 bil-
lion and the acquisition 
of Scotiabank’s bank-
ing operations in St. 
Maarten and the Eastern 
Caribbean (Anguilla, 
Dominica, Grenada, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, St. 
Lucia, and St. Vincent 

and the Grenadines) on

November 1, 2019 
added US$1.9 billion to 
the Group’s asset base. 
We have commenced 
the process to acquire 
Scotiabank’s banking op-
erations in British Virgin 
Islands and are presently 
engaged with the various 
regulators whose ap-
provals are required for 
this acquisition.”

Mr. Bapatiste went on to 

say that, notwithstand-
ing the economic chal-
lenges in several of the 
Group’s key markets, 
he is confident of a solid 
performance for the bal-
ance of the financial year 
and expressed his appre-
ciation for the continued 
support of management, 
staff and customers of 
the Republic Group.

For further informa-
tion kindly contact 
Tisha Lee, Manager, 

Brand Management 
Group Marketing & 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s , 
Republic Bank Limited, 
9-17 Park Street, Port 
of Spain, Trinidad 
and Tobago. Email: 
t isha.lee@rfhl.com; 
Telephone: 1-868-625-
4411, ext: 3221; Fax: 
1-868-625-3617, ext. 
3351
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