
The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 17th, 2020 NewSPage:1



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 17th, 2020 NewSPage:2 NewSPage:2

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts Electricity 
Company (SKELEC) 
launched an Interactive 
Voice Response (IVR) 
system to better serve 
its customers, giving 
them an alternative tool 
to pay bills, report faults 
and enquiries about their 
accounts, among other 
features.

The IVR system was 
launched last week 
Thursday, with Minister 
of Public Utilities Shawn 
Richards hailing the new 
initiative as revolutionary. 

“Today’s launch sig-
nals the innovative and 
revolutionary pathway 
the company has under-
taken to better serve its 
customers by providing 
enhanced customer sup-
port for its many con-
sumers. At a time when 
there is increased need 
for interconnectedness, 
companies must have 
strategies to increase sup-
port they can provide to 
employees, customers 
and stakeholders.”

Richards said the year 

2020 has brought unusual 
occurrences that require 
creativity, problem-solv-
ing tenacity, and a peo-
ple-centered approach. 
As such, SKELEC had 
offered a three-month 
moratorium in recogniz-

ing the financial hardship. 
“We are happy we were 
able to provide relief to 
customers and citizens 
of the federation during 
these turbulent times.”

He said SKELEC is a 
company that seeks to 
satisfy the needs of its 
customers. 

“With the onset of the 
global health crisis, the 
company recognized the 
need to further support 
its customers during a 
COVID-19 era required a 

herculean effort.”

Richards said the IVR 
system is the first of its 
kind in St. Kitts, and one 
of a few throughout the 
region.

“The addition of IVR 
technology valued at 
US$83,000 will add 
a new dimension to 
SKELEC’s growing list 
of customer service por-
tals, making it easier and 
more accessible for cus-
tomers to interact with the 
company. They will be 
able to receive real-time 
updates about outages and 
restoration times, enquire 
about a bill balance, pay 
their bills, report a fault, 
and make contact over the 
phone 24 hours a day.”

He said the system is 

revolutionary, as custom-
ers have never been able 
to access customer sup-
port services over the 
phone 24-7. 

Customer service manag-
er for SKELEC, Sanshe 

Thompson, said the 
company came up with 
the idea after listening 
to customers, staff and 
stakeholders.

“Hence, today we present 
a system that will deliver 
an efficient professional 
and excellent customer 
service experience.”

She explained what the 
system was, noting it is a 
24-7 automated telephone 
system that enables callers 
to interact with a friendly, 
computer-based assistant 
to gather information and 

lock calls to specific de-
partments for individuals.

She said the IVR system 
offers multi-language 
capabilities, with both 
English and Spanish 
versions.

“Our Spanish customers 
can now feel at ease in 
doing business with us. 
The system commands 
voice, telephone input, 
touch tone keypad selec-
tion to generate appropri-
ate responses in the form 
of voice emails, and in the 
future, text messages.”

Thompson explained 
why the system had to be 
developed now. 

“With the present 
COVID-19 pandemic, it 
is imperative that any for-
ward-thinking customer 
service department will 
look at all viable options 
to ensure customer sat-
isfaction and commit to 
different options of doing 
business.”

She said that the new 
initiative will benefit 
customers.

“Whether you are resi-
dential, commercial, 
industrial, university stu-
dents, young or not so 
young, you can be an IVR 
user. There is no sign up, 
all you need is your ac-
count number to dial in.”

She said the system for 
fault reporting will rec-
ognize you immediately, 
once you are calling from 
any telephone number as-
signed to your account.

“It is a simple instruction-
al system that will allow 
you to report an outage, 
report any fault pertain-
ing to your electricity ac-
count or street light issue. 
Also, it will inform of any 
planned outage. It also 
provides an automated 
customer attendant that 
will enable you to receive 
your bill balance, due 
date, and an opportunity 
to pay your bill using a 
debit or credit card 

She added that once you 
dial into the IVR, you are 
able to receive any up-
dates on your account.

“We are happy we were able to  
provide relief to customers and  
citizens of the federation during 

these turbulent times.”

LOCAL NewS
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He said their main priority during the  
exams was the health and safety of  

all the students.

By Loshaun Dixon

In what would have been 
their summer vacation, 
thousands of students in 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
around the region have to 
sit regional CXC exams 
that were postponed from 
May/June.

The exams started 
Monday across the re-
gion, and hundreds of stu-
dents across both islands 
have gathered at various 
exam sites.

Dr. Wayne Wesley, 
Registrar and CEO of the 
Caribbean Examinations 
Council (CXC), in a mes-
sage to the examination 
candidates and their par-
ents, said “The Caribbean 
Examination Council 
wishes all candidates the 
very best in the upcom-
ing regional examina-
tions, starting on Monday, 
July 13th and ending on 
Tuesday, August 4th, 
with results expected 
for release on Tuesday 
September 22nd.” 

He said their main prior-
ity during the exams was 
the health and safety of all 
the students.

“Rest assured, that the 
Council’s number one 
priority is the health and 
safety of all candidates 
and stakeholders. The 
Council continues to 
work closely with the 

Ministries of Education 
and local registrars in each 
territory, and extends a 
special thank you for their 
sterling work in making 
the final preparations for 
the administration of the 
regional examinations.”

He said all examination 
centres and invigila-
tors will follow national 
health protocols, as it re-
lates to social distancing, 
the wearing of masks and 
the sanitization of hands 
and surfaces. 

“We are encouraging all 
candidates to arrive early 
at the examination cen-
tres, and to follow the 
guidelines and instruc-
tions provided by in-
vigilators and centre staff. 
With the support of your 
family, guardians, teacher 
and friends, you are best 
placed to do well. May 
God bless you richly.” 

In May, a modified ap-
proach for the regular 
exams in 2020 was ad-
opted, following an emer-
gency virtual meeting of 
the Council for Human 
and Social Development 
(COHSOD) focusing on 
Education. The decision 
was made that CSEC, 
CAPE and CCSLC stu-
dents would sit the exams 
in July of this year. 

That meeting, which 

included tedious nego-
tiations and consultations, 
was attended by Ministers 
of Education, senior 
education officials from 
across CARICOM and 
key stakeholders includ-
ing CXC, the University 
of the West Indies and 
the Caribbean Union of 
Teachers. 

The Council adopted 
Public Health Guidelines 
for the reopening of 
schools. CXC made a 
policy decision.

This year’s overall grades 
for Caribbean Secondary 
Education Certificate 
(CSEC) examinations 
and Caribbean Advanced 
Proficiency Examination 
(CAPE) would be de-
termined from two in-
stead of three assessment 
components.

This year, unlike previous 
years, CXC has requested 
100 percent submission 
of SBAs and International 
Assessments for can-
didates. At the ending 
of May, students sitting 
exams were allowed to 
return to their learning 
institutions to prepare for 
the exams.

French, Portuguese, 
Spanish, Music, English 
and Maths are some of 
the exams that were sat 
this week.

Students doing one of the CXC Exams

LOCAL NewS
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At its very basic level, elections are contests between one or two sets of 

people. One set will lose and the other set will win. 

Simple, but not so anymore.  Losers take to the Courts to challenge the 

vox populi on the grounds that the said vox populi is no longer the voice 

of God (vox dei) that it used to be.  In the 2020 elections, the SKNLP is 

seeking to replace the voice of the people with vox judex, the voice of the 

Judge. 

It will not be the first time. In the twenty elections that St Kitts - Nevis has 
had since its independence (nine general, nine local, 1 general and 1 local 

by election), a few petitions have made it to the Courts.

It is not unusual for losing parties or candidates to cry foul and refuse to 

accept the results of an election, again it has happened before. What is 

unusual is that this election result comes with legal challenges in seven 

constituencies.  If the allegations in these petitions are to be believed, then 

more than half of all declared seats are wrong, and a different government 

should either be installed by the Court,  or the Courts should order a do-

over of the election.  

Six of these petitions allege irregular practices before the poll, thereby 

unduly influencing voter behavior. The other challenge alleges that irregu-

larity occurred after the poll and influenced the result of the vote counting.  
In addition, the group of 6 petitions seems to be suggesting that the alleged 

practice of irregularities were selectively applied to all but two geographic 

areas in St Kitts. 

However, from reading the pleadings of the petitions, it is difficult to dis-

cern a difference between efficient governance and election malpractice. 
When an administration makes and keeps a promise, that is good govern-

ance. When a government – and an opposition - distributes care packages 

during a national crisis, that is showing empathy. When a government 

provides a cushion and protection during an economic downturn, that is a 

stimulus package designed to buoy the economy.  

It will be the duty of the Court of law to settle the legal issues and decide 

whether there should be a do-over election or not.   But in the court of pub-

lic opinion, there already seems to be clear losers and clear winners. Some 

people are sore losers.  

In this situation, we project that some persons or persons will lose twice, 

at great personal and national cost.  Such losses will be difficult to rebound 
from. 

Like Belshazzar, for some politicians, the writing is on the wall! 
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While some may argue that slav-
ery ended a long time ago, the 

$20.6 billion borrowed by the UK to 
pay off British slave owners across 

the empire was repaid by UK tax 
payers only in 2015 after 181 years 

of installments.

Boris Johnson and Benito Wheatley

LOCAL NewS

COMMENTARY: WILL 
UK MAKE AMENDS 
FOR SLAVERY/
COLONIALISM IN 
BVI?

By Benito Wheatley

As the United Kingdom 
(UK) confronts the is-
sue of racism in British 
society and the country’s 
longstanding problem of 
injustice toward people of 
African descent, it should 
not be forgotten that the 
people of the British 
Virgin Islands (BVI) are 
also victims of Britain’s 
dark legacy of slavery and 
colonialism. The local 
population is primarily 
descended from the en-
slaved Africans brought 
to the colony to work on 
plantations by the British 
via the slave trade. The 
BVI also remains tied to 
the UK under the politi-
cal designation of British 
Overseas Territory that is 
a modification of its ear-
lier colonial status.

The UK has not made 
amends for its longstand-
ing wrongs toward the 
people of the BVI. When 
slavery legally ended 
in 1834, the UK com-
pensated British slave 

owners on the mainland 
and throughout the British 
Empire for the cost of 
each person of African 
descent they owned as a 
slave. However, no com-
pensation or reparations 
were paid to the newly 
freed people or their 
descendants who were 
left poor and to fend for 
themselves.

While some may argue 
that slavery ended a long 
time ago, the $20.6 bil-
lion borrowed by the UK 
to pay off British slave 
owners across the em-
pire was repaid by UK 
tax payers only in 2015 
after 181 years of install-
ments. No such financial 
obligation was made to 
compensate the formerly 
enslaved people in the 
BVI and elsewhere, or 
their descendants, for the 
dehumanisation and loss 
of life suffered during 
200 years of slavery or 
for their subsequent gross 
colonial neglect after 
slavery ended for a period 
of 105 years in which the 
BVI became the poor-
est part of the British 
Leeward Islands Colony.

What makes Britain’s 
treatment of the people 

of the BVI even more 
shameful, is that just 
two years after the UK 
paid off its debt incurred 
to compensate slave 
owners for the persons 
they enslaved, the UK 
Government decided in 
2017 not to provide direct 
grants for reconstruction 

to the BVI as an Overseas 
Territory to help rebuild 
after Hurricanes Irma 
and Maria inflicted cata-
strophic damage to the 
islands. Even the UK’s 
offer of a loan guarantee 
to the local Government 
on which to borrow 
for recovery did not 

materialise.

If the UK is sincere about 
a positive relationship 
with the BVI, it will make 
amends with the people 
of the islands for the de-
humanisation of slavery; 

for not compensating the 
formerly enslaved people 
for their enslavement un-
der Britain, while at the 
same time compensating 
slave owners for the per-
sons they had enslaved; 
and for the gross neglect 
of the people of the is-
lands for 105 years after 

slavery ended that trig-
gered the Great March of 
1949 against Britain.

Furthermore, the UK 
should explain why 
the UK Government in 
2017 was unwilling to 

provide direct grants for 
reconstruction to help 
the people of the BVI 
rebuild after the devas-
tation of two category 
5 hurricanes, when just 
two years earlier in 2015, 
UK taxpayers completed 
repayment of the loan 
of $20.6 billion that was 

borrowed to compensate 
British slave owners for 
each person of African 
descent they enslaved.

The BVI’s upcoming an-
nual August Emancipation 
Celebration to com-
memorate the legal end 
of slavery is an opportu-
nity for the UK to begin 
the process of redressing 
its longstanding wrongs 
toward the people of the 
BVI. This can begin with 
offering an official apol-
ogy for the enslavement 
of their foreparents and 
post-slavery colonial ne-
glect, and a commitment 
to begin talks on how 
Britain can make the peo-
ple of the BVI whole for 
its wrongs toward them. 
Doing so can help the 
UK and BVI move past 
the long unaddressed is-
sue of slavery and to take 
further steps in addressing 
the legacy of colonialism 
and eliminating its last 
vestiges on the islands.

Benito Wheatley is a 
Policy Fellow at the 
Centre for Science and 
Policy at the University 
of Cambridge. He can be 
contacted at benitowheat-
ley@gmail.com.

OPINION

WiLL  UK  MaKE  aMENDS  For   
SLaVErY / CoLoNiaLiSM iN  BVi?



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 17th, 2020 NewSPage:6 NewSPage:6

By Monique Washington

The Permanent Secretary 
of Finance in the Nevis 
Island Administration, 
Colin Dore, has urged 
livestock farmers who 
would have received free 
feed from the govern-
ment, to reduce their pric-
es so that the consumers 
can also benefit from the 
initiative.

This past week, the 
Department of Agriculture 
would have handed out 
over EC$33,000 worth 
of livestock feed to farm-
ers. The initiative is a 
collaborative effort be-
tween the East Caribbean 
Group of Companies, 
the Ministry of Trade 
and the Department of 
Agriculture.

Dore said during a hand-
ing over ceremony 
at the Department of 
Agriculture in Prospect, 
that the venture is the 
government’s way to 
show support to the de-
velopment of agriculture 
on the island.

“It is a full commitment of 

the Administration, and it 
goes a long way in show-
ing that even through dif-
ficult times, the Ministry 
of Finance, Ministry 
of Agriculture and the 
Administration stand 
with you the farmers dur-
ing this period. Of course 
it is a partnership, and 
one will hope that some-
time in the future as we 
continue to put subsidies  
into agriculture, some of 
it would be passed on to 
the buyers,” he said.

Dore remarked that be-
cause the Government 
has reduced the cost of 
farmers’ production, there 
should be some scope 
where they can now re-
duce their cost to the final 
consumer.

 “The only intention is, 
at the end of it all, every-
one must benefit, not just 
the farmer but the final 
consumer. As we support 
with the issuing of the free 
feed, please find a way of 
passing it down to your 
customers - even if it is a 
fifty cents off your meat 
or one dollar off of your 
eggs; even if it is just for 

two weeks. Show to your 
customers, ‘government 
helped us and we want to 
pass it on to you and help 
you as well,’” he urged. 

Minister of Agriculture 
Alexis Jeffers noted that 
he was pleased to see the 
cross section of livestock 
farmers that are on Nevis. 

“We have businessmen, 
taxi operators, we have 
the average guy who 
works in the construc-
tion field, we also have 
persons in the executive 
office. It therefore means 
that you have sought to 
add to your regular in-
come something else 
that can be to the good of 
the island of Nevis, and 
I want to thank you for 
your effort.”

Jeffers said that the gov-
ernment will continue to 
help the farmers by pro-
viding them with things 
that will grow and sustain 
their business. 

“We know that agricul-
ture can play the part here 
that we know it can on the 
island of Nevis,” he said.  

LOCAL NewS

a call to farmers: “We helped 
you, now help the consumer”

Picture courtesy the Department of Agriculture 
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By Monique Washington

The Charlestown 
Secondary School (CSS) 
Class of 1984 has once 
again invested in 11 
young people on Nevis 
who will be transition-
ing from primary school 
into secondary school 
education.

The awards are presented 
to the ‘most deserving 
student,’ in each of the 
Government -owned 
Primary schools on the 
island. 

The group was founded 
following a class reunion 
held in 2004. The class 
of 1984 is committed to 
making contributions to 
their alma mater and the 
wider community.

They have assisted stu-
dents for the past eight 
years, and have made 
special donations to the 
Charlestown Secondary 
School and other schools 
on the island.

Among the students re-
ceiving awards were: 
Arielle Webbe -VOJN 
Primary School; Ty-
Reese Jeffers - St James 

Primary School; Latonya 
Jones - Joycelyn Liburd 
Primary; Tickoya 
Williams - Elizabeth 
Pemberton Primary; 
Ethan Woodward - 
Ivor Walters Primary; 
Pattiqua Stapleton - Nevis 
Academy; Christian 
Flores - Montessori 
Academy; Amir Parris 
- Charlestown Primary, 
and Dekijay Dore - St. 
Thomas Primary School. 
Children of the class 
members of 1984 auto-
matically qualify.

This past week, member 
of the group, Delroy “Ras 
Iroy” Pinney said that “in 
times like these” the com-
munity is still in need of 
their support.

“Even though bad boy 
COVID is around us, we 
are going to stand tall and 
still make our contribu-
tion. We have been doing 
it for the past eight years 
as a way of giving back to 
the community. Because 
as a group, we felt that 
is in times like these our 
children, the community, 
parents really need our 
support,” he said.

Pinney confessed that it 

was difficult raising funds 
to continue their initia-
tive for this year, but they 
were able to find a way.
“Even though we were 
not able to raise the nor-
mal funds this year, we 
still had to dig into the 
treasury and come up with 
something for these chil-
dren. The award would be 
a certificate, a backpack 
filled with school and oth-
er educational supplies, 
and our commitment to 
stay in touch and to build 
that relationship with that 
child,” he said.

The gifts were delivered 
to each child by members 
of the group.

Pinney assured the pub-
lic that the classmates of 
1984 would continue this 
endeavour. 

“We feel and we know 
that this is something 
that is worthwhile for the 
community, and it is just 
our simple way of giving 
back,” he said.

The group has assisted 
hundreds of students in 
Nevis over the years with 
their annual donations.

LOCAL NewS

Arielle webbe of the VOJN receiving award. Members of  
the CSS class of 84

CSS class of 1984 gives  
back to youths

Latonya Jones of JLPS receiving award from members of  
the Class of 84
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By Loshaun Dixon

Public Relations Officer 
of the St. Kitts Electricity 
Company (SKELEC), 
Gawain Fraites, has re-
vealed that members of 
the general public have 
returned to paying their 
electricity bills after a 
three-month moratorium 
due to COVID-19, and 
he is encouraging all to 
get their accounts up to 
date.

During the early stages 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Government 
had announced that 
SKELEC would impose 
a three-month morato-
rium as part of a stimulus 
package that eased the 
financial burden on the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis

 Fraites told The Observer 
that after the moratorium 
ended in June, people 
started to honour the bills 
as they went back out to 
work.

“The moratorium we had 
for the last three months 
ended in June, but we 
have realized that as per-
sons go back out to work, 
they are fulfilling their 
requirements. They are 
actually coming back in 
and making sure they are 

up to date.”

He also encouraged all 
who have yet to honour 
their bills to do so as soon 
as possible 

“For those who haven’t, 
we are asking them to 
come in and make the 
bill payments and make 
sure your account is up to 
date.”

He noted that there are 
many options for cus-
tomers who can’t make 
it to their headquarters to 
pay their bills.

“We have given persons 
more ways to interact 
and do business with us. 
We realize we have to 
find ways to make doing 
business with SKELEC 
easier.

“It can’t be cumbersome, 
time consuming, because 
people just don’t have the 
time to come to our of-
fice. We will be launch-
ing our new website in 
about two months, and 
it will have the various 
forms they can start with 
online, and will have 
Ebiz on it.”

He said since COVID-19, 
the number of persons 
paying their bills online 
rose. “It helps so that the 

senior citizens do not 
have to come in and wait 
in long lines. Now that 
we have more people 
paying bills online, a lot 
of the seniors will find 
business a lot easier.

Last Friday, SKELEC 
hosted a small apprecia-
tion for customers who 
paid their bills. Fraites 
said it was their way of 
saying thank you.

“We were giving out a 
token of appreciation to 
members of the public 
just to say thank you. We 
haven’t done anything 
in a while because of 
COVID-19. We did not 
have a customer appre-
ciation month, which is 
usually in May, so we de-
cided to have something 
small where customers 
come in and we give 
them a token.”

He also said they were 
using the opportunity 
to inform customers of 
the Interactive Voice 
Response System that 
was launched the day 
before.

“We tell them how the 
system works and how 
easy it is, instead of them 
coming to the office to 
pay their bills or to get an 
inquiry.” 

SKELEC staff speak with customers

LOCAL NewS

Customers 
back paying 

bills,  
says SKELEC
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isles seeking  
to restore faith 

in Newtown 
United

LOCAL NewS

By Loshaun Dixon 

Halstead Isles, who 
is contesting for the 
presidency of Newtown 
United Football Club - 
trying to unseat Cante 
Bowery - has made clear 
his intentions to get the 
club back to winning 
ways if successful at the 
polls on July 29.

Isles met with players and 
members of the football 
club last week where they 
spoke of their dissatisfac-
tion at how the club was 
being run and the perfor-
mance of the team in the 
various competitions. 

Isles, a former footballer 
from Newtown, said that 
he and his team were 
nominated on June 29 by 
Ian ‘Rumpy’ Lake, who is 
a member and a current 
player at the club.

“We are now going 
through the election stage 
that will be held on July 
29.”

Speaking to this publica-
tion, Isles highlighted his 
plans for wanting to lead 
the administration of the 
most successful foot-
ball club in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

“The rationale behind it 
was the love of commu-
nity that is foremost with 
me, and hearing some of 
the issues the club is faced 
with. And being a young 

guy from Newtown who 
had played football and 
been in Newtown all my 
years, I just wanted to give 
back to the community.”

Isles said that they were 
still waiting for confirma-
tion of nomination, and it 
should take 21 days for 
the confirmation to go 
through, and they have 
not heard from the club 
as yet.

He said the constitution 
allows for a member 
of the club to nominate 
them, so there should be 
no reason why it should 
not go through. And if 
their nomination was not 
successful, they would 
get 

in touch with the SKNFA 
to look at the matter and to 
really give us some guid-
ance and proceed with the 
elections.

He said the members of 
the club are eligible to 
vote, and currently there 
is a list of the members, 
which are the players 
and paid members of the 
community, who can be 
eligible to vote.”

“Do we know who is 
eligible to vote? No, be-
cause all these things are 
being withheld from the 
general public.”

He highlighted some of 
the major issues he would 
want to address if he was 

successful in becoming 
president.

“We want to stabilize 
the club again, because 
within the club it tells you 
there are a lot of factions, 
and we have to bring back 
the brotherhood within 
the team… and that 
would be the first order 
of business. The training 
kits have been a hot topic 
here.”

Isles also noted the im-
portance of a strong 
Newtown United to the 
community.

“That is the commu-
nity…the football club. 
Without the football club 
everybody suffers. My 
grandmother, Ms. Eddy, 
was a stalwart, and has 
been there through thick 
and thin of the club. Some 
people show up to sup-
port, whether Newtown 
is winning or losing, and 
these are the people who 
motivate me to run for 
office.”
The club for the 
2019/2020 Premier 
Division season that has 
been suspended was 
underperforming, and 
currently sits outside the 
six-playoff places. Isles 
was questioned if the cur-
rent performances were 
linked to the leadership of 
the club.

“It was shown on the 
field in terms of the guys’ 

willingness out there. 
They were not in tune 
with what was happen-
ing, because if you want 
to have a great team you 
will need strong leader-
ship, and it’s obvious 
there is not any leadership 

from the executive stand-
point, and that is what my 
team is bringing to the 
club.

He said he was confident 
in restoring the name of 
the club.

“It is going to be tough, 
but my confidence level 
is high, because I have a 
good supporting cast be-
hind me and my team is 
the best that will present 
itself for the election.”

Halstead Isles
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the police force is a good 
place to start

By Petra Mc Sheene”

In an event held at the 
Marriott Ballroom, the 
Royal St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force held 
its closing ceremony of 
course #44 where a total 
of 25 recruits officially 
became police officers.  
The course initially com-
prised 27 recruits - one 
Haitian, one Guyanese, 
two Jamaicans, five 
Dominicans and 18 from 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

Giving a brief course over-
view, Inspector Shorna 
Edwards stated that the 
course was divided into 
three parts - Introductory, 
Intermediate and Final 
– in which recruits were 
tested at the end of each 
stage. She further noted 
that recruits were also 
taught the basic but fun-
damental police subjects, 
which consist of general 
duties, criminal law, and 
evidence and procedure. 

“The recruits were also 
engaged in community 
policing, mile range, im-
pact weapons training, in-
troduction to psychology, 
first aid and many practi-
cal exercises including 
traffic stops, crime scene, 
and malicious damage 
by fire investigations, ve-
hicle checkpoint searches 
and building clearing,” 
Insp. Edwards stated in 
her overview. 

Commissioner of Police, 
Hilroy Brandy, during his 
remarks urged the recruits 
to take time and ask them-
selves a few questions 
based on the North Wales 
recruitment website.

“Are you willing to focus 
on public service? Are 
you open to changes? Can 
you be objective, pro-
fessional and confident 
when making decisions? 
Is your work ethic strong 
enough to portray the lev-
el of professionalism ex-
pected? Can you deliver 

an efficient service to the 
people of St. Kitts-Nevis? 
Can you work with oth-
ers? Can you treat people 
with respect and dignity 
regardless of their cir-
cumstances? Are you a 
good problem solver? Do 
you want to make a differ-
ence in the community?” 

Brandy informed the re-
cruits that they must want 
to be the best police offi-
cer possible, a desire that 
must burn inside them; 
that they will dedicate 
the formative years in the 
force to being the best. 

No. 397 Constable 
Trevion Gaskin, who 
presented the students’ 
perspective of the training 
course, reminisced about 
them having trouble at the 
beginning of the course, 
but over the weeks, they 
understood what was ex-
pected of them and life 
got a little easier.

He further mentioned that 

many of the recruits found 
it difficult to stay awake 
in class, but no matter 
how much they wanted 
to sleep they didn’t, as 
Sergeant Derell Boon was 
ever present.

“We have to make special 
mention of Sgt. Boon, 
whose long lectures could 
range from three to thir-
teen hours. This taught 
us to make use of our 
downtime and to never 
take a minute for grant-
ed,” Gaskin noted in his 
perspective. 

Permanent Secretary of 
the Ministry of National 
Security, Mr. Osmond 
Petty, informed the re-
cruits that he was look-
ing forward to having 
them performing their 
functions as constables 
without fear or favour in 
the police force. He also 
emphasized that law en-
forcement must be their 
first priority. 

“As you pass out today 
and you deal with people 
on the streets, make sure 
you deal with them fairly, 
so that when you go back 
to them to get informa-
tion, they will want to talk 
to you. People will view 
you as a fair-minded per-
son, someone who is ap-
proachable, and someone 
who will deal with people 
in a fair manner.” 

Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security Dr. Timothy 
Harris, during his brief 
remarks, commended 
the women on increasing 
the number of the gradu-
ating class, as females 
had made up 10% of the 
class in the previous year 
and 36% this year. He 
further praised Inspector 
Edwards on being the first 
female commandant of 
the training school. 

When asked how it felt to 
be the first female com-
mandant, Insp. Edwards 

excitedly said that it felt 
awesome.

“It is very tedious, pres-
suring and time consum-
ing. Females who are 
inspiring to reach the top 
should know that the sky 
is the limit. You might 
fall short, but you will get 
there once you persevere 
and stay focused on what 
your goals are.” 

When asked what she 
would say to young per-
sons to encourage them 
to be a part of the police 
force, Insp. Edwards 
stated, “As long as you 
are conscious about giv-
ing service to your coun-
try, the police force is a 
good place to start. Even 
if you don’t finish there, 
the discipline and the life 
skills that you will learn 
will take you throughout 
your life.”

LOCAL NewS

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris and Commissioner of Police Hilroy Brandy with the graduates of Course #44.
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By Monique Washington

Plans for hosting the 
26th annual Department 
of Agriculture (DOA) 
Open Day Fair that had 
been rescheduled to 
October, is still up in the 
air. COVID-19 has not 
allowed the organizers of 
the event to pass the “dis-
cussion” phase. 

The DOA was planning 
on hosting the biggest an-
nual two-day Agricultural 
event this year, but 
COVID-19 quickly 
placed their plans on the 
back burner.

The Open Day was 
being held under the 
theme “Stimulating 
Entrepreneurship and 
Gender Diversity, while 
combating Climate 
Change”. The event was 
previously scheduled to 
take place on March 26 
and 27 at the Elquemedo 
T. Willet Park, under 
the patronage of Joseph 
“Mingo” Lawrence.

The objectives of the 
Open Day Fair is to raise 
awareness of the level of 
agricultural activity on 

the island to improve the 
technology among farm-
ing communities, with 
subsequent improve-
ment in productivity; to 
promote the freshness 
and quality of locally 
grown commodities; to 
highlight the services of-
fered by the Department 
of Agriculture; to foster 
greater collaboration be-
tween the Department of 
Agriculture and clients 
and allied agencies; sup-
port the general public 
towards the need for in-
creased local production 
and ways to advertise 
and sell, and to intensify 
its ‘buy local eat local’ 
campaign

The Observer spoke 
with the Director of 
the Department of 
Agriculture, Randy 
Elliott, who said that the 
Open Day fair is still is 
the stage of discussion.

“As it relates to October, 
I know initially we spoke 
of putting the Open Day 
to then. That is something 
that is still in discussion. 
It may not be an open 
day per se, but we are still 
looking to have some-
thing within the month of 
October. October is when 

we celebrate World Food 
Day. So we are still look-
ing to have something,” 
he said.

Elliott noted that because 
of COVID-19, the plan-
ning of the event has be-
come difficult, and added 
that if the event is to be 
held, it would not be as 
big as it was in 2019.

“So the normal large scale 
displays, you may not see 
that, but it is still some-
thing that we are discuss-
ing. We don’t know where 
COVID will be at that 
point in time, so it is still a 
bit too early to say that we 
will have a big elaborate 
function, because we just 
don’t know,” he said. 

Elliott said that currently 
they are preparing their 
farmers to receive seeds 
and seedlings for plant-
ing. He revealed that the 
DOA has added a fourth 
phases of seeds and seed-
ling distribution, not just 
for production in October, 
but also to ensure food se-
curity on the island. 

“One of the reasons for 
the fourth phases, is not 

just because of COVID, 
but we are also in the 
heart of the hurricane sea-
son. We are hoping these 

crops will be harvested in 
early October going for-
ward,” he pointed out.

Elliott noted that one of 
the aims of the DOA is “to 
make sure that food is on 
the island for our people”.

Staging  of  Doa  open  Day  
still  under  discussion

LOCAL NewS
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• During June 2020, temperature departures 
of +2.7°F (+1.5°C) or higher were present 

across the central contiguous U.S., south-
ern Brazil, northern and eastern Europe, 

northern russia, southern China and 
across the north Pacific Ocean.

MIAMI — The June 2020 
globally averaged land 
and ocean surface tem-
perature departure from 
average tied with 2015 
as the third highest for 
the month in the 141-year 
according to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 
global temperature data-
set record, which dates 
back to 1880.

The June 2020 global 
land and ocean surface 
temperature was 1.66°F 
(0.92°C) above the 20th-
century average of 59.9°F 
(15.5°C), tying with 2015 

as the third-highest June 
temperature in the 141-
year record. Only the 
Junes of 2016 and 2019 
were warmer.

• June 2020 marked the 
44th consecutive June 
and the 426th consecutive 
month with temperatures, 
at least nominally, above 
the 20th-century average.

• Nine of the 10 warmest 
Junes have occurred since 
2010; the seven warm-
est Junes have occurred 
in the last seven years 
(2014-2020).

• During June 2020, tem-
perature departures of 
+2.7°F (+1.5°C) or higher 
were present across the 
central contiguous U.S., 
southern Brazil, north-
ern and eastern Europe, 
northern Russia, south-
ern China and across the 
north Pacific Ocean.
• Meanwhile, the most 
notable cool tempera-
ture departures of -1.8°F 
(−1.0°C) or cooler were 
observed across western 
and southern Russia and 
across parts of India and 
Greenland across western 
and southeastern Russia 

and across parts of India 
and Greenland.

• South America, Europe 
and Africa had their 
third-warmest June since 
records began in 1910. 
The Caribbean region’s 

June 2020 temperature 
departure tied with 2016 
as the fourth-highest June 
temperature on record.

The year-to-date global 
land and ocean surface 
temperature was the sec-
ond highest in the 141-
year record at 1.93°F 
(1.07°C) above the 20th-
century average of 56.3°F 
(13.5°C). This value is 
only 0.09°F (0.05°C) 
less than the record set in 
2016.

• The Northern and 
Southern hemispheres 
had their second- 
and third-warmest 

January-June period since 
global records began in 
1880, respectively.

• South America, Europe, 
Asia, and the Gulf of 
Mexico had their warmest 
January-June period on 

record. The Caribbean re-
gion and Africa had their 
second- and third-highest 
January-June temperature 
departure from average 
on record, respectively.

• The first half of the year 
had warmer-than-average 
conditions across much 
of the globe; however, 
the most notable warm 
January-June temperature 
departures were observed 
across much of central, 
northern and eastern 
Europe and northern Asia, 
where temperatures were 
3.6°F (2.0°C) above aver-
age or higher. Meanwhile, 
the most notable cool 

temperature departures of 
-1.8°F (-1.0°C) or cooler 
occurred across Alaska, 
parts of western Canada 
and northern India.

• Record warm January-
June temperatures were 

present across parts of 
Mexico, Central America, 
the Gulf of Mexico, 
South America, the 
Atlantic Ocean, Europe, 
Asia and across parts of 
the Pacific and southern 
Indian oceans. No land 
or ocean areas had re-
cord cold January-June 
temperatures.

According to a statistical 
analysis done by NCEI 
scientists, the year 2020 is 
very likely to rank among 
the five warmest years on 
record.

LOCAL NewS

NOAA:  June  2020  had  third  highest 
temperature  on  record
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By Loshaun Dixon

Medical Chief of Staff 
in the Ministry of Health 
Dr. Cameron Wilkinson 
has announced the proto-
cols that will be in place 
to minimize the risk of 
the spread of COVID-19 
when the borders reopen 
in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Although no dates have 
been announced for 
borders reopening, Dr. 
Wilkinson said questions 
surrounding the opening 
of the Borders were con-
tinually being posed to 
the health officials.
“Any lifting of the borders 
will come with a risk of 
importation of the virus. If 
we are to aim for zero risk 
with the virus entering the 
federation, we will have 
to wait for an effective 
vaccine and immunity of 
our population. That will 
not be for another year, 
with the most optimistic 
expectations.

He said it is neither realis-
tic nor desirable to aim for 
zero risk.

“Zero risk would require 
continued closure of our 
borders and the economic 
hardships that will come 
with that position. We 
cannot survive the virus 
but die from social and 
economic hardships.”

 He said the protocols that 
will be followed for the 
reopening would be simi-
lar to the recent repatria-
tion of students.

 “As it relates to protocols 
for reopening to visitors, 
we will approach with the 
least risk from a medical 
standpoint. It is the one 
that we used for the repa-
triation of students recent-
ly. It involves a negative 
PCR test 72 hours before 
arrival, a PCR test on 
arrival and isolation if 
positive, quarantine for 
14 days, and retesting 
at the end and release at 
the end of 14 days, once 
negative.”

He said the model will 
only work for long stay 
visitors, but will not be 
ideal for the short stay 
visitors.

Dr. Wilkinson noted that 
St. Kitts and Nevis is con-
sidered a low-risk country 
because they did what 
needed to be done early.

 “We closed our borders 
in a timely manner and 
contained the virus once 
it got here, through our 
robust testing, contact 
tracing, quarantine and 
isolation programs.”

He said they would have 
to take on some risk 
in an effort to generate 

economic activity.

“We would have to ab-
sorb some risk as we at-
tempt to open our borders 
and generate economic 
activity, but we must do 
this very cautiously if we 
are to remain in the cat-
egory of low-risk.”

He said the protocols for 
opening the borders will 
contain a number of ele-
ments to reduce the risk 
of exposure of the virus in 
the country, but it cannot 
totally eliminate the risk. 
There will be two catego-
ries of people: low-risk 
and a moderate to high-
risk, Dr. Wilkinson said.

 “We will use the gold 
standard test for screening 
persons, which is the PCR 
antigens test. We have no 
plan to use the rapid an-
tibody testing in our pro-
tocols, as at present, the 
sensitivity and specificity 
of the current antibody 
test are questionable.

 “A completion of a pre-
arrival health screen form 
will be required. Health 
screening on arrival, 
including temperature 
checks and serial test-
ing will be part of the 
protocol. A period of 
quarantine will continue 
to be part of the proto-
col. Quarantine site cat-
egories will be looked at, 

including certified hotels, 
pre-approved home quar-
antine, along with govern-
ment and other facilities.”

Dr. Wilkinson said that a 
technological approach 
would be taken to moni-
tor visitors.

 “We will also use an 
app for tracking people 
that has geofencing ca-
pabilities, the capabil-
ity of contracting people, 
and managing them in 
real-time. The app will be 
mandatory for all arriv-
ing travellers, and would 
obtain consent to abide 
by our protocols before 
arrival. It would have to 
abide by our emergency 
powers regulations.”

He said they would need 
to train workers in the 
tourism industry, includ-
ing those in hotels, restau-
rants, bars, tour operators, 
taxi drivers, and this 
would be done over the 
next few weeks in collab-
oration with the Ministry 
of Health and assistance 
from PAHO

 “We have a map that 
allows us to control the 
disease, but yet get on 
with our lives in the new 
norm.”

 He reminded that the de-
cisions taken to close the 
borders were totally for 

health reasons. 

“We successfully flat-
tened our curve, con-
tained the spread of the 
virus locally, and did not 
overwhelm our health 
system. We were able to 
boast of the federation’s 
results of zero deaths thus 
far, and no positive cases 
for more than five incuba-
tion periods after the last 
of 15 original cases.”

 He said an all-of-society 
approach in the fight 
against COVID-19 was 
adopted, and hailed front-
line workers for the work 
they did.

 Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris acknowl-
edged that there was some 
level of risk in opening 
the borders.

“We will be insisting on 
some very strict protocols 
to be followed. Yesterday, 
our cabinet heard from 
two of our best-known 
health professionals, 
Dr. Hazel Laws and Dr. 
Cameron Wilkinson, the 
medical chief of staff. 
This for us is an important 
conversation.”

The borders had been 
closed since March due 
to COVID-19 concerns, 
and earlier this month, 
Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley made a pitch 

as to the importance of 
reopening.

“When you start to add up 
the people not only direct-
ly in the hotels, but those 
in the restaurants, the tour 
operators, the restaurant 
workers, the taxi driv-
ers. We are talking about 
thousands and thousands 
of people impacted.

“While the safety and se-
curity of our people must 
be our number one prior-
ity. We can’t

ignore the fact that we 
have the hotels, we have 
investors, we have people 
who are out of work, and 
we cannot continue indef-
initely with thousands of 
people not working. We 
are not just talking about 
Four Seasons. We are 
talking about the Marriott, 
we’re talking about the 
Park Hyatt, Montpellier, 
Nisbet,” he said.

Antigua and Barbuda 
reopened its borders 
in early June after near 
three months of closure, 
and subsequently con-
firmed 39 new cases of 
COVID-19. Among the 
new imported cases were 
returning nationals who 
were recently repatri-
ated from the Dominican 
Republic.

LOCAL NewS

Dr. Cameron Wilkinson

Dr. Wilkinson announces protocols 
for border reopening
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BASSETERRE, St. Kitts 
— Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris has commented 
on the proposed liqui-
dation of LIAT noting 
that air travel within the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) should 
meet three main attributes.

“We have always said 
that we want affordable, 
reliable and safe transpor-
tation for people leaving 
and coming to St. Kitts,” 
said Dr. Harris during 
the Leadership Matters 
Virtual Forum Series.

His comments were in re-
sponse to a question about 
the regional air carrier, 
which has struggled to 
achieve profitability and 
has significant liabilities.
Dr. Harris noted there is 
a difference of opinion 
among regional govern-
ment heads about the 
future of the airline, es-
tablished in 1974. What is 
not disputed, however, is 
the need for intra-regional 
travel.

“Whatever comes for-
ward, we are willing 
to give support and to 

participate because a re-
gional mechanism for 
transporting our people is 
critical to the way we live, 
our tourism industry and 
regional integration,” said 
Prime Minister Harris.

He commented that the 
majority shareholders 
“wield significant power 
and control over LIAT. 
In that regard, their plans 
have not yet been shared 
with … those who are not 
significant shareholders. 
We await that so that we 
can make an informed 
decision.”

Dr. Harris: ‘affordable, reliable, safe 
regional air travel needed’
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20 graduate 
from  

St. thomas’ 
Primary 

By Petra Mc Sheene

Amidst the coronavirus 
pandemic, twenty stu-
dents at the St. Thomas’ 
Primary School in Nevis 
finished their journey at 
the learning institution by 
graduating, and eagerly 
look forward to the new 
challenge of secondary 
school.

Principal Norlene 
Smithen, in giving her 
report, announced that 
the valedictorian for the 
Class of 2020 was D’Kije 
Dore, a student that has 
always been hard work-
ing, consistent, diligent 
and highly motivated. 

Smithen informed the 
audience of the activities 
and initiatives undertaken 
by the school at the begin-
ning of the school year, 
one of which included 
renaming of classrooms 
to reflect virtues. 
“We believe that inculcat-
ing values and virtues in 
our students would help 
to build their character 
and help them to lead a 
more purposeful life. Our 
children are our future 
and therefore by planting 
these seeds in their hearts 
and minds, they would 
make a difference in the 
world.” 

The principal stated that 
some of the positive 
seeds included Integrity, 
Resilience, Perseverance, 
Commitment, Pride and 
Prudence, and the posi-
tive effect of the venture 
has already been noticed. 

She spoke about some 
of the activities that were 
done to cater to the ho-
listic development of all 
students such as a student 
council election, a tea 
party held by the PTA, the 
annual skipping comple-
tion which was won by St. 
Thomas’ Primary School, 
and annual school sports 
meet - with Green House 
emerging as champions, 
and Adrian Wilkin being 
named Victor Ludorum 
and Ja’niah Browne as 
the Victrix Ludorum. 

Principal Smithen took 
time to commend the 
teachers on their dedica-
tion and perseverance in 
ensuring that St. Thomas’ 
Primary School students 
were not left behind. She 
pointed out that the theme 
‘Overcoming Obstacles, 
Achieving Dreams’ was 
chosen because they 
would like the students 
to know that they can 
achieve their goals in life, 
as they were created with 
a purpose, so they should 
develop big dreams for 
themselves. 

“As you transition into 
your secondary educa-
tion, make a substantial 
impact by being a leader, 
great role model and an 
exemplary student. You 
must believe in yourself, 
be focused by working 
diligently to achieve suc-
cess, and don’t let fear 
stagnate your progress.” 

In his valedictorian 
speech, D’Kije Dore an-
nounced that he is look-
ing forward to becoming 
a doctor in the future, and 
informed fellow class-
mates that if they work 
hard and stay committed, 
they can achieve whatev-
er they put their minds to. 

He encouraged them to 
remember the principles 
they’d been taught, the 
skills they’ve adapted 
to, and the meaningful 
school motto: ‘Learn to-
day, learn tomorrow.’

“Don’t ever let anyone 
tell you that you can’t, al-
ways believe in yourself 
and remember, the sky is 
the limit,” Dore empha-
sised to his classmates. 

At the ceremony, Adrian 
Williams received the 
Guyan Griffin Award 
for Sports, the Finished 
Touch Award, the St. 
Thomas’ Primary School 

Sports Award and the 
Latoya Jones Award. And 
D’Kije Dore, class vale-
dictorian, received the 
principal’s noteworthy ac-
ademic performance, the 
Cartwright-Farrell Award 

for best Mathematics, 
the Yusef Brand Award 
for valedictorian, the 
Dorcella award for vale-
dictorian, the Brianna 
Chapman valedictorian 
award, the Milton Farrell 

Social Studies Award, 
the Shania Taylor Award, 
the Cleone Stapleton 
Award and the Rosalid 
Parry scholarship for best 
Mathematics. 
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

The viewing decks at 
Black Rocks were offi-
cially opened Wednesday 
in a prestigious event held 
at that location. The event 
was attended by govern-
ment officials and Belle 
Vue residents. 

In her opening remarks, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Tourism 
Carlene Henry-Morton 
stated that the Black 
Rocks enhancement proj-
ect is one of the major 
initiatives undertaken by 
the Ministry of Tourism, 
in an effort to refresh and 
refine the existing tourism 
product. 

CEO and Managing 
Director of the 
Whitegate Development 
Corporation, Mr. Ellis 
Hazel, in his remarks 
pointed out that the cor-
poration has been imple-
menting a distinctive and 
strategic approach to the 
development in order to 
ensure that its land as-
set is put to its best use. 
He stated that the cor-
poration is proud of its 
corporate and social re-
sponsibilities at the local 

and national levels, and 
will continue to seek out 
ways to support the com-
munity through a variety 
of initiatives.

“Our main community 
support areas are edu-
cation, community de-
velopment, healthcare, 
safety and security. We 
are indeed pleased that 
our strategy is allowing us 
to pursue the federation’s 
first-ever smart com-
munity at Brotherson’s 
Estate.” 

Hazel said that al-
though he could elabo-
rate on all the programs 
and initiatives that the 
Whitegate Development 
Corporation has done, 
they were there to talk 
about Black Rocks, and 
recognize the significant 
investment made by the 
government in improving 
Black Rocks for the ben-
efit of the people, primar-
ily and secondarily. 

“Black Rocks was a mere 
ramshackle venue that 
really lacked a sense of 
place. There have been 
some grandiose ideas that 
never made it into real-
ity. Our vision for Black 

Rocks has to do with cre-
ating a multi-use space, 
an artisan village set in a 
historical landscape dur-
ing the day and an avenue 
for entertainment, leisure 
and relaxation during the 
evening and weekends,” 
Hazel stated. 

He pointed out that the 
pasture has been im-
proved, chattel house-
style retail spaces have 
been constructed, a bar-
becue pavilion has been 
included, walkways with 
wheelchair access have 
been installed and the 
beauty of it all is the ma-
jestic viewing platform. 

Hazel acknowledged 
Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris for the 
leadership and endorse-
ment of the Black Rocks 
improvement project. 
He also acknowledged 
the craftsmanship of 
the contractor Mr. Elvis 
O’Loughlin for his re-
markable job of bringing 
the deck to life. 

Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant stated that 
the new addition to the 
tourism product has been 
creating quite a stir within 

the federation over the 
last several weeks. 

He pointed out that the 
ministry continues to re-
ceive rave reviews about 
the additional value that 
the suspended decks has 
brought to the already 
popular attraction, allow-
ing patrons to safely ex-
perience - up-close - wind 
swept vegetation, rugged 
terrain and charred vol-
canic ruins that litter the 
black sand beach below. 

“Black Rocks is indeed 
an enigma, a mix of na-
ture’s destructive forces 
and her rugged charm and 
unconventional beauty.” 

Minister Grant said that as 
the Ministry of Tourism 
navigates the next five 
years, “we can all expect 
and prepare ourselves to 
contribute to a more dif-
ferentiated tourism prod-
uct with special emphasis 
on off the beaten track - 
rural outdoor experiences 
that more easily satisfy 
the COVID-19 physi-
cal distancing and other 
protocols”. 

“The tourism destinations 
that will inspire traveller 

confidence and remain 
as competitive as pos-
sible will be those with 
low COVID-19 case 
numbers among the lo-
cal population, and clear 
guidelines and practices 
for minimizing the risk of 
contracting the virus.” 

Grant said that although 
the borders remain closed, 
his team at the Ministry 
of Tourism continues to 
work with their partners 
in the Ministry of Health, 
the COVID-19 taskforce 
and tourism stakeholders, 
to plan and prepare for the 
reopening of the borders 
to regional and interna-
tional travel. 

Prime Minister Harris 
said that the event was a 
proud one for him, both 
as the prime minister and 
as representative for the 
residents of the area. He 
pointed out that the multi-
tier, open air observation 
platform is a significant 
investment in the Black 
Rocks visitor experience, 
as it enables locals and 
tourists alike to safely and 
comfortably view the dra-
matic, jagged black cliffs 
that were formed by lava 
eruptions from the now 

dormant 3,792-feet Mt. 
Liamigua. 

“Upgrades that have been 
and are being undertaken 
at Black Rocks, include 
the construction of quaint 
and colourful vendor 
booths, the installation of 
infrastructure, the general 
rehabilitation and land-
scaping of the grounds, 
the placement of signage 
and outdoor furniture, and 
the building of a barbecue 
pavilion with seating and 
dining areas, as well as an 
outdoor museum.”

Dr. Harris stated that he 
has had the pleasure of 
hosting the longstand-
ing annual Good Friday 
Kite Flying Competition 
and family fun day at the 
location. 

“With its upgraded ambi-
ence, Black Rocks adds 
to the list of places to go 
on the island of St. Kitts, 
not just on holidays and 
special occasions, but just 
because there are more 
features now to enjoy, 
and local vendors here to 
support at this iconic his-
torical, now historic site.”

NewS

Black rocks Viewing Decks are Newest,  
Most Popular attraction 

Dignitaries and special invitees at Black Rocks viewing decks, from l-r: Architect Kerissa Roberts, Financial Secretary Hilary Hazel, CEO of White-
gate Development Ellis Hazel, Hon. Akilah Byron-Nisbett, Deputy Governor H.E. Michael Morton, Hon. Lindsay Grant, Prime Minister the Hon. Dr. 

Timothy Harris, Hon. Jonel Powell, Senator Dr. Bernicia Nisbett, and PS Ministry of Tourism, Carlene Henry-Morton.
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Steps to Christ          Chapter 5 & 6—Consecration

Ellen G. White Writings

God’s promise is, “Ye 
shall seek Me, and find 
Me, when ye shall search 
for Me with all your 
heart.” Jeremiah 29:13. 

The whole heart must 
be yielded to God, or 
the change can never be 
wrought in us by which 
we are to be restored to 
His likeness. By nature 
we are alienated from 
God. The Holy Spirit 
describes our condition 
in such words as these: 
“Dead in trespasses and 
sins;” “the whole head 
is sick, and the whole 
heart faint;” “no sound-
ness in it.” We are held 
fast in the snare of Satan, 
“taken captive by him at 
his will.” Ephesians 2:1; 
Isaiah 1:5, 6; 2 Timothy 
2:26. God desires to heal 
us, to set us free. But 
since this requires an 
entire transformation, a 
renewing of our whole 
nature, we must yield 
ourselves wholly to Him. 

The warfare against self 
is the greatest battle that 
was ever fought. The 
yielding of self, surren-
dering all to the will of 
God, requires a struggle; 
but the soul must submit 
to God before it can be 
renewed in holiness. 

The government of God 
is not, as Satan would 
make it appear, founded 
upon a blind submission, 
an unreasoning control. 
It appeals to the intel-
lect and the conscience. 
“Come now, and let us 
reason together” is the 
Creator’s invitation to 
the beings He has made. 
Isaiah 1:18. God does 
not force the will of His 
creatures. He cannot ac-
cept an homage that is 
not willingly and intel-
ligently given. A mere 

forced submission would 
prevent all real develop-
ment of mind or charac-
ter; it would make man 
a mere automaton. Such 
is not the purpose of 
the Creator. He desires 
that man, the crowning 
work of His creative 
power, shall reach the 
highest possible devel-
opment. He sets before 
us the height of bless-
ing to which He desires 
to bring us through His 
grace. He invites us to 
give ourselves to Him, 
that He may work His 
will in us. It remains for 
us to choose whether we 
will be set free from the 
bondage of sin, to share 
the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God. 

In giving ourselves to 
God, we must necessar-
ily give up all that would 
separate us from Him. 
Hence the Saviour says, 
“Whosoever he be of 
you that forsaketh not all 
that he hath, he cannot 
be My disciple.” Luke 
14:33. Whatever shall 
draw away the heart from 
God must be given up. 
Mammon is the idol of 
many. The love of mon-
ey, the desire for wealth, 
is the golden chain that 
binds them to Satan. 
Reputation and worldly 
honor are worshiped by 
another class. The life of 
selfish ease and freedom 
from responsibility is the 
idol of others. But these 
slavish bands must be 
broken. We cannot be 
half the Lord’s and half 
the world’s. We are not 
God’s children unless we 
are such entirely. 

There are those who pro-
fess to serve God, while 
they rely upon their own 
efforts to obey His law, 
to form a right charac-
ter, and secure salva-
tion. Their hearts are not 

moved by any deep sense 
of the love of Christ, but 
they seek to perform the 
duties of the Christian 
life as that which God 
requires of them in order 
to gain heaven. Such re-
ligion is worth nothing. 
When Christ dwells in 
the heart, the soul will be 
so filled with His love, 
with the joy of commu-
nion with Him, that it 
will cleave to Him; and 
in the contemplation of 
Him, self will be forgot-
ten. Love to Christ will 
be the spring of action. 
Those who feel the con-
straining love of God, do 
not ask how little may 
be given to meet the re-
quirements of God; they 
do not ask for the lowest 
standard, but aim at per-
fect conformity to the 
will of their Redeemer. 
With earnest desire they 
yield all and manifest an 
interest proportionate to 
the value of the object 
which they seek. A pro-
fession of Christ without 
this deep love is mere 
talk, dry formality, and 
heavy drudgery. 

Do you feel that it is too 
great a sacrifice to yield 
all to Christ? Ask your-
self the question, “What 
has Christ given for 
me?” The Son of God 
gave all—life and love 
and suffering—for our 
redemption. And can it 
be that we, the unwor-
thy objects of so great 
love, will withhold our 
hearts from Him? Every 
moment of our lives 
we have been partak-
ers of the blessings of 
His grace, and for this 
very reason we cannot 
fully realize the depths 
of ignorance and misery 
from which we have 
been saved. Can we look 
upon Him whom our 
sins have pierced, and 
yet be willing to do de-
spite to all His love and 
sacrifice? In view of the 

infinite humiliation of 
the Lord of glory, shall 
we murmur because we 
can enter into life only 
through conflict and 
self-abasement? 

The inquiry of many a 
proud heart is, “Why 
need I go in penitence 
and humiliation before I 
can have the assurance 
of my acceptance with 
God?” I point you to 
Christ. He was sinless, 
and, more than this, He 
was the Prince of heav-
en; but in man’s behalf 
He became sin for the 
race. “He was numbered 
with the transgressors; 

and He bare the sin of 
many, and made inter-
cession for the transgres-
sors.” Isaiah 53:12. 

But what do we give up, 
when we give all? A sin-
polluted heart, for Jesus 
to purify, to cleanse by 
His own blood, and to 
save by His matchless 
love. And yet men think 
it hard to give up all! I 
am ashamed to hear it 
spoken of, ashamed to 
write it. 

God does not require us 
to give up anything that 

it is for our best interest 
to retain. In all that He 
does, He has the well-
being of His children 
in view. Would that all 
who have not chosen 
Christ might realize that 
He has something vastly 
better to offer them than 
they are seeking for 
themselves. Man is do-
ing the greatest injury 
and injustice to his own 
soul when he thinks and 
acts contrary to the will 
of God. No real joy can 
be found in the path 
forbidden by Him who 
knows what is best and 
who plans for the good 
of His creatures. The 
path of transgression is 
the path of misery and 

Continued from page 29
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destruction. 

It is a mistake to entertain 
the thought that God is 
pleased to see His chil-
dren suffer. All heaven 
is interested in the hap-
piness of man. Our 
heavenly Father does not 
close the avenues of joy 
to any of His creatures. 
The divine requirements 
call upon us to shun those 
indulgences that would 
bring suffering and dis-
appointment, that would 
close to us the door of 
happiness and heaven. 
The world’s Redeemer 
accepts men as they are, 
with all their wants, im-
perfections, and weak-
nesses; and He will not 
only cleanse from sin 
and grant redemption 
through His blood, but 
will satisfy the heart-
longing of all who con-
sent to wear His yoke, to 
bear His burden. It is His 
purpose to impart peace 
and rest to all who come 
to Him for the bread of 
life. He requires us to 
perform only those duties 
that will lead our steps to 
heights of bliss to which 
the disobedient can never 
attain. The true, joyous 
life of the soul is to have 
Christ formed within, the 
hope of glory. 

Many are inquiring, 
“How am I to make the 
surrender of myself to 
God?” You desire to give 
yourself to Him, but you 
are weak in moral power, 
in slavery to doubt, and 
controlled by the habits 
of your life of sin. Your 
promises and resolutions 
are like ropes of sand. 
You cannot control your 
thoughts, your impulses, 
your affections. The 
knowledge of your bro-
ken promises and forfeit-
ed pledges weakens your 
confidence in your own 
sincerity, and causes you 
to feel that God cannot 
accept you; but you need 
not despair. What you 
need to understand is the 
true force of the will. This 
is the governing power 
in the nature of man, the 
power of decision, or of 
choice. Everything de-
pends on the right action 

of the will. The power of 
choice God has given to 
men; it is theirs to exer-
cise. You cannot change 
your heart, you cannot of 
yourself give to God its 
affections; but you can 
choose to serve Him. You 
can give Him your will; 
He will then work in you 
to will and to do accord-
ing to His good pleasure. 
Thus your whole nature 
will be brought under 
the control of the Spirit 
of Christ; your affections 
will be centered upon 
Him, your thoughts will 
be in harmony with Him. 

Desires for goodness 
and holiness are right as 
far as they go; but if you 
stop here, they will avail 
nothing. Many will be 
lost while hoping and 
desiring to be Christians. 
They do not come to the 
point of yielding the will 
to God. They do not now 
choose to be Christians. 

Through the right exer-
cise of the will, an entire 
change may be made in 
your life. By yielding 
up your will to Christ, 
you ally yourself with 
the power that is above 
all principalities and 
powers. You will have 
strength from above to 
hold you steadfast, and 
thus through constant 
surrender to God you 
will be enabled to live 
the new life, even the life 
of faith. 

As your conscience has 
been quickened by the 
Holy Spirit, you have 
seen something of the 
evil of sin, of its power, 
its guilt, its woe; and you 
look upon it with abhor-
rence. You feel that sin 
has separated you from 
God, that you are in 
bondage to the power of 
evil. The more you strug-
gle to escape, the more 
you realize your help-
lessness. Your motives 
are impure; your heart 
is unclean. You see that 
your life has been filled 
with selfishness and sin. 
You long to be forgiven, 
to be cleansed, to be set 

free. Harmony with God, 
likeness to Him—what 
can you do to obtain it? 

It is peace that you 
need—Heaven’s forgive-
ness and peace and love 
in the soul. Money can-
not buy it, intellect can-
not procure it, wisdom 
cannot attain to it; you 
can never hope, by your 
own efforts, to secure it. 
But God offers it to you 
as a gift, “without mon-
ey and without price.” 
Isaiah 55:1. It is yours 
if you will but reach out 
your hand and grasp it. 
The Lord says, “Though 
your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18. 
“A new heart also will I 
give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you.” 
Ezekiel 36:26. 

You have confessed your 
sins, and in heart put 
them away. You have 
resolved to give yourself 
to God. Now go to Him, 
and ask that He will wash 
away your sins and give 
you a new heart. Then 
believe that He does this 
because He has prom-
ised. This is the lesson 
which Jesus taught while 
He was on earth, that the 
gift which God promises 
us, we must believe we 
do receive, and it is ours. 
Jesus healed the people of 
their diseases when they 
had faith in His power; 
He helped them in the 
things which they could 
see, thus inspiring them 
with confidence in Him 
concerning things which 
they could not see—lead-
ing them to believe in His 
power to forgive sins. 
This He plainly stated in 
the healing of the man 
sick with palsy: “That 
ye may know that the 
Son of man hath power 
on earth to forgive sins, 
(then saith He to the sick 
of the palsy,) Arise, take 
up thy bed, and go unto 
thine house.” Matthew 
9:6. So also John the 
evangelist says, speak-
ing of the miracles of 
Christ, “These are writ-
ten, that ye might believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have 
life through His name.” 
John 20:31. 

From the simple Bible 
account of how Jesus 
healed the sick, we may 
learn something about 
how to believe in Him for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
Let us turn to the story of 
the paralytic at Bethesda. 
The poor sufferer was 
helpless; he had not used 
his limbs for thirty-eight 
years. Yet Jesus bade 
him, “Rise, take up thy 
bed, and walk.” The 
sick man might have 
said, “Lord, if Thou wilt 
make me whole, I will 
obey Thy word.” But, 
no, he believed Christ’s 
word, believed that he 
was made whole, and he 
made the effort at once; 
he willed to walk, and he 
did walk. He acted on the 
word of Christ, and God 
gave the power. He was 
made whole. 

In like manner you are a 
sinner. You cannot atone 
for your past sins; you 
cannot change your heart 
and make yourself holy. 
But God promises to do 
all this for you through 
Christ. You believe that 
promise. You confess 
your sins and give your-
self to God. You will to 
serve Him. Just as surely 
as you do this, God will 
fulfill His word to you. 
If you believe the prom-
ise,—believe that you are 
forgiven and cleansed,—
God supplies the fact; 
you are made whole, just 
as Christ gave the para-
lytic power to walk when 
the man believed that he 
was healed. It is so if you 
believe it. 

Do not wait to feel that 
you are made whole, 
but say, “I believe it; it 
is so, not because I feel 
it, but because God has 
promised.” 

Jesus says, “What things 
soever ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye 

receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” Mark 
11:24. There is a condi-
tion to this promise—that 
we pray according to the 
will of God. But it is the 
will of God to cleanse 
us from sin, to make us 
His children, and to en-
able us to live a holy life. 
So we may ask for these 
blessings, and believe 
that we receive them, 
and thank God that we 
have received them. It 
is our privilege to go to 
Jesus and be cleansed, 
and to stand before the 
law without shame or 
remorse. “There is there-
fore now no condemna-
tion to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit.” Romans 
8:1.

Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. 
White. All Rights Reserved.
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the monkeys are smarter 
than you think!

By Easton “Newcastle” 
Davy 

The monkeys you see in 
Saint Kitts and Nevis are 
more intelligent than you 
may think.

A recent study of the 
Green Vervet monkeys 
have shown that the mon-
keys have a special call to 
warn others that a drone 
is nearby!

In the forests of Senegal’s 
Niokolo-Koba National 
Park, researchers were 
astonished at the speed 
one species of monkey 
adapted its behaviour to 
a new sound. That spe-
cies of monkey is the one 
found on our island.

Of course, we know the 
monkey is a nuisance to 
farmers here on our beau-
tiful islands, as well as a 
pest to people who have 
various fruit trees and 
vegetable gardens. We 
work hard on our gardens 
and hate to see our hard 
labour go to waste when 
monkeys come and eat 

out harvest!

The team of research-
ers in Senegal flew 
drones over one commu-
nity of green monkeys 
(Chlorocebus sabaeus) in 
the area, to see what they 
made of a new flying ob-
ject in their environment. 
They responded instant-
ly, making alarm calls to 
warn one another of the 
prospect of a new threat. 
This behaviour carried on 
through various stages of 
the test, and it was not a 
coincidence they found 
out.

The response by the 
monkeys of making the 
specific alarm call was 
different than alarm calls 
made when the monkeys 
saw dangerous animals. 
The vocalizations were 
distinct from the ones 
they made in response to 
leopards and snakes, but 
almost identical to calls 
made by a related species 
of monkey in response to 
eagles and other preda-
tory birds in the jungle 
or forest. The results 

suggest a hard-wired re-
sponse to the perception 
of an aerial threat and the 
use of that specific call.
This is something the 

government should con-
sider in attempts to get 
control of this monkey 
situation. Our modern 
science and technology 
will have to adapt in ways 
that we are possibly not 
looking carefully into.

The monkeys adapted so 
quickly to the new noise 
that they began scanning 
the skies and making the 
calls even when played a 
sound of the drone from 

the ground.

The monkeys were never 
seen issuing alarm calls 
to birds of prey in the 
area, suggesting the birds 
they usually see are not 
considered a threat. The 

drones, however, seemed 
to be perceived as dan-
gerous. And they also 
were quick to show a 
response.

“It’s certainly disconcert-
ing, unpredictable, some-
thing they’ve not seen 
before, so it makes sense 
to alert everybody,” says 
Julia Fisher, who con-
ducted the experiment 
with her team in Senegal.

She says she was “blown 
away” by how rapidly 
the monkeys appeared to 
learn. “The listeners are 
smart. It’s almost impos-
sible to get a monkey in a 
lab to do an audio task.” 
It is not clear why such 
learning is harder in a lab 
environment, she says.

The study involved a 
year’s worth of fieldwork 
by a team of eight, who 
flew the drone about 
60 metres above the 
monkeys.

Vervet monkeys in East 

Africa, which are re-
lated to green monkeys, 
have been closely stud-
ied for the different calls 
they make in response 
to a variety of predators 
including pythons, leop-
ards, baboons and martial 
eagles.

The vocalization was 
highly conserved by 
evolution.

“It teaches us about how 
different their vocal com-
munication system is 
from ours. On the pro-
duction side there is a 
very limited level of flex-
ibility,” says Fisher.

To understand how we 
can address the monkey 
situation on our island, 
we must look outwards. 
Senegal is a long way 
from Saint Kitts and 
Nevis, but this study has 
far-reaching consequenc-
es. We can save time and 
financial output if we do 
not neglect the impor-
tant studies scientists are 
sharing with the public. 

the monkeys adapted 
so quickly to the new 
noise that they began 

scanning the skies  
and making the calls 
even when played a 
sound of the drone 

from the ground.
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