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Attention switches to 
Hurricane season

By Loshaun Dixon

Authorities in St. Kitts 
and Nevis are in full 
preparation for the 2020 
Atlantic Hurricane sea-
son that officially begun 
June 1.

Experts at the 
National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 
are forecasting a likely 
range of 13 to 19 named 
storms, of which 6 to 
10 could become hur-
ricanes, including 3 to 6 
major hurricanes (cate-
gory 3, 4 or 5; with winds 
of 111 mph or higher).

The NOAA said they 
provide these ranges with 
a 70% confidence. An 
average hurricane sea-
son produces 12 named 
storms, of which 6 be-
come hurricanes, includ-
ing 3 major hurricanes.

According to the NOAA, 
“The combination of 
several climate factors is 
driving the strong likeli-
hood for above-normal 
activity in the Atlantic 
this year. El Niño 
Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO) conditions are 
expected to either remain 
neutral or to trend toward 
La Niña, meaning there 
will not be an El Niño 
present to suppress hur-
ricane activity. 

“Also, warmer-than-
average sea surface 
temperatures in the tropi-
cal Atlantic Ocean and 
Caribbean Sea, coupled 
with reduced vertical 
wind shear, weaker tropi-
cal Atlantic trade winds, 
and an enhanced West 
African monsoon, all in-
crease the likelihood for 
an above-normal Atlantic 
hurricane season. Similar 
conditions have been 
producing more active 
seasons since the current 
high-activity era began in 
1995.”

National Disaster 
Coordinator Abdias 
Samuel said that given 
the above normal outlook 
for this hurricane season, 
it is vital that everyone in 
the Federation of St Kitts 
and Nevis takes the pre-
cautionary measures and 
ensures readiness. 

“As we enter the hur-
ricane season, the 
National Emergency 
Management (NEMA), 
continues to strengthen 
its public education and 
awareness campaigns, 
mitigation, and prepared-
ness measures. The 2017 
experience of Irma and 
Maria, and of course, 
2019’s Dorian, an ex-
tremely powerful cat-
egory 5 hurricane which 
devastated countries in 
the Caribbean region and 
also impacted the United 

States of America, 
should serve as a re-
minder of how dynamic 
the weather can be, and 
that predictions can and 
will change. We must be 
ready.”

Samuel, who also heads 
the Taskforce in the fight 
against COVID-19, 
urged all to consider 
hygienic and social 
measures, and to remain 
vigilant, as a pandemic is 
still being fought.

“As we focus our atten-
tion on the preparedness 
measures for the upcom-
ing hurricane season, 
it remains critically 
important that we also 
remember that we are 
still amidst the ongoing 
novel coronavirus pan-
demic. Social and physi-
cal distancing, hygiene 
protocols and health 
guidelines to keep you 
safe from COVID-19 
must be taken into con-
sideration, and will im-
pact your preparedness 
plans, including what is 
in your go kit, evacua-
tion routes, shelters, and 
more.”

He disclosed that the 
National Emergency 
Management Agency 
District Volunteers 
have been making 
preparations, including 
doing damage assess-
ments and community 
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By Loshaun Dixon

After being postponed due 
to COVID-19, the French 
Singing Competition or-
ganized by the Alliance 
Française of St. Kitts and 
Nevis will return in a dif-
ferent form as a virtual 
competition, and is now 
open to three categories 
of participants.

According to the Alliance 
Française, the initiative 
aims to provide an op-
portunity for children, 
adolescents and adults of 
the Federation to engage 
in a fun and pedagogical 
activity, while most social 
and cultural activities are 
limited. 

“This is a way for us to 
use language, culture, and 
a positive initiative to lift 
us up in this crisis.”

The prizes of the com-
petition are oriented to 
support the participants 
by providing cash and 
vouchers for essential 
products. 

All residents of the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis can apply to 
participate in the competi-
tion. The three categories 
are: Children - for indi-
viduals between 4 and 10 
years old; Adolescent - for 
those between 10 and 17 
years old; and Adult – for 
persons 18 years old and 
older.

Director of the Alliance 
Française, Marine 
Moncaut, told the 
Observer that just before 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, they were about to 
launch the French singing 
competition in the High 
Schools, but those plans 
had to be halted, and new 
ideas sought to ensure the 

event could go ahead.

“We had to come up 
with a new idea, and the 
new idea right now is 
to have a home edition 
of the French singing 
competition.”

Moncaut said consider-
ing the situation that is 
happening in the entire 
Federation - with children 
and adolescents not hav-
ing school - they decided 
to open up the compe-
tition to children, and 
considering the financial 
constraints, they opted 
also to give adults an op-
portunity, seeing that they 
could have been laid off 
or had hours reduced.

“We decided to organize 
an event that could light 
up the situation and give 
a bit of sound, and use 
an event promoting lan-
guage, culture and edu-
cation, to be helping the 
community by providing 
prizes. All of the prizes 
now are cash vouchers.” 

Moncaut said that any 
interested individual can 
visit the Facebook page 
of the Alliance Française 
and choose one of the 
three songs in each cat-
egory, learn it, record their 
performance, and send it 
to: Culture.afskn@gmail.
com.

“After receiving all the 
videos, on June 10 the 
judges will select the three 
best performances of each 
category,” she added.

The participants will have 
to film another video 
performance that will be 
shown via Zoom concert 
on June 17. The public 
will be able to view that 
final by registering, and 
will receive the link to the 

Zoom concert.

“By viewing that final, 
you will be also be able to 
vote as to who is the best 
out of the three, along 
with the judges.”

Moncaut also disclosed 
that the Ministry of 
Education will be work-
ing closely with the 
Alliance Française in put-
ting on the competition.

Registration for partici-
pants is free. The judg-
ing panel, comprising 
Ms. Claudine Saunders 
(French teacher), Ms. 
Grace Richardson 
(Singer/song writer), 
Calypso Monarch King 
Socrates and Mr. Gairy 
Knight (Music teacher/
musician) will select the 
three best performances 
in each category. 

A list of three French 
songs have been selected 
and the jury will evaluate 
the interpretation of the 
song, rhythm, and French 
pronunciation.

The top three winners of 
each category will receive 
cash or food vouchers.

“We are hoping to pro-
vide an opportunity for 
the wider community. 
This situation is new 
to everybody and we 
have to adapt. We don’t 
know how it will work 
in the community, but we 
think that providing cash 
vouchers can be appeal-
ing to people, especially 
in this time. The message 
is with language; you can 
also be a positive thing, 
lifting us up in times that 
are difficult for all of us,” 

French singing 
competition goes 

virtual

Director of the Alliance Française, Marine Moncaut
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YOU know the saying: if someone offers you something that looks too 
good to be true, it usually is. And often that something turns out to be a 
complete illusion or something you can ill afford. Today - June 5, 2020 – is 
our Election Day and as we all go to cast our votes, with the promises of 
politicians ringing in our ears, we urge everyone to think carefully about 
how they cast their vote.

 The Dr Timothy Harris-led Team Unity coalition has the advantage of a 
strong record in government: more jobs, more homes, crime down, debt 
down, better infrastructure, a growing economy and protection from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. But what will the next five years look like should 
they win the election? Of all the parties, the St Kitts and Nevis Observer 
judges that Team Unity has the clearest and most comprehensive manifes-
to. And they seem to go to lengths to explain where the money will come 
from - by stimulating the economy, growing a digital industry and support-
ing small businesses - and how it will be spent sensibly to provide grants 
for workers, improve housing and give new opportunities to our young 
people.

 
They pledge that new worker legislation will make regular increases in the 
minimum wage a legal obligation on the government and a Small Business 
Rescue Fund will support small and medium sized businesses affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Team Unity also propose creating more than 500 
new jobs in tourism and establishing a state-of-the art Tourism and Hospi-
tality School to train young people who want to work in this key sector of 
our economy, with Team Unity predicting that the school will inject ap-
proximately $25 million into the economy.

 
Perhaps most trans-formative of all, Team Unity plans to lay the founda-
tions of a new digital economy to enable us to be more prosperous and less 
dependent on tourism for our daily bread. High speed internet will come 
to homes and businesses across the islands and a new Digital Village will 

serve as an innovation hub for both established e-businesses and new start-
ups to grow more tech jobs, backed by government grants and low-interest 
loans. This will provide a welcome opportunities for the digitally-skilled 
youth of our Federation to forge new international digital careers right here 
at home.
 
Affordable housing and infrastructure are key priorities for Team Unity, 
with a promise to allocate 2,000 lots for new homes including low-income 
houses, establish a regentrification program to convert rundown buildings 
into apartments, and increase the number of homes receiving roof repair 
assistance. Infrastructure and public service pledges include new facilities 
at the JNF Hospital, a new general hospital, the rehabilitation of the SSMC 
Railway Line as a critical transport link, development of a new marina East 
of Port Zante, completion of the East Basseterre High School and exten-
sive new sporting and performing arts facilities so that young people can 
develop their talent and reach their potential in those fields. Interconnection 
between the islands of our Federation is also key for Team Unity which, 
like Labour, pledges a new road bridge to bring us even closer together.

 
The Labour Party, meanwhile, has set out their own series of promises 
including the creation of thousands of jobs by expanding the manufactur-
ing sector, diversifying our tourism product and attracting direct investment 
with a focus on diaspora engagement. They also pledged to build over 
2,000 low income homes and provide a housing allowance for essential 
service providers such as nurses, police, Defense Force staff and firemen/
women, abolish tuition fees for the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College and 
build a new general hospital.

 
But Labour’s “NextGen SKN” manifesto - led by “LastGen” leader Denzil 
Douglas - also proposes an extraordinary set of giveaways while providing 
little detail of how they will be paid for. These include tax relief for small 
businesses, A reduction of the VAT from 17% to 13% plus three annual 
VAT reduction days, and the ability to buy a duty-free vehicle. This sounds 
like free money for almost everyone. But doesn’t this sound like spending 
money we don’t have and aren’t we being taken for fools if they think we 
cannot see that?

 
So citizens have a choice today. Either a detailed and carefully considered 
80 page plan for the nation by Timothy Harris and Team Unity who have 
stabilized the country after decades of tyranny, created more jobs and 
homes for ordinary workers, protected us from coronavirus abroad and 
crime at home, built new roads and infrastructure, and made us feel good 
to be Kittitian and Nevisian again. Or promises from Labour leader Denzil 
Douglas who - thinking he can make people believe he is Santa Claus and 
can treat citizens as children - promises free money for everyone without 
the means to pay for his promises. You know what they say if something 
sounds too good to be true.

 
Today we believe there is only one choice for readers who want a united, 
prosperous and progressive SKN  and it is  Unity.

Not For Sale

EDitoriAl
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By Monique Washington 

An application filed by 
Kelvin Daly of the Nevis 
Reformation Party (NRP) 
more than a week ago, 
to be added as interested 
parties in the electoral 
boundary change case has 
still not been heard, an is-
sue Daly said is troubling 
and problematic.

In 2015, the then Labour 
Administration, led by 
Dr. Denzil Douglas, held 
an emergency sitting 
of Parliament to rush 
through boundary chang-
es in Parliament, ahead of 
the general elections that 
year.

The bill was passed, and 
on that same evening the 
house was dissolved for 
a general election. The 
Leader of the Opposition 
Mark Brantley fought the 
new boundaries procla-
mation in court all the 
way to the Privy Council, 
where they were success-
ful in getting a suspension 

of those boundaries one 
week before the elections.

The Observer contacted 
Daly on Wednesday 
(June 3) who said that he 
thought by now the case 
would have been heard.

“One week has passed for 
a case of that gravity and 
magnitude, and no indica-
tion of a date or hearing. It 
is troubling and problem-
atic,” Daly said.

He noted that prior to 
his filing, the govern-
ment of the day should 
have moved to get the 
boundary matter settled, 
because as it stands, the 
boundaries that were used 
in last General Election 
were unconstitutional.

 “The constitution clearly 
states about proportionate 
representation. The three 
boundaries on Nevis. 
Nevis 9, 10 and 11 must 
have as equal as possible 
population. At present 
that is far from the truth.” 

Currently in constituency 
9, there are 6,397 regis-
tered voters. More voters 
are registered in that con-
stituency than in Nevis 10 
and Nevis 11 combined. 
Nevis 11 has 4,005 voters 

and Nevis 10 has 1,774 
voters.

“St John’s, St. Paul’s 
which is Nevis 9 consists 
of two-thirds of the elec-
torate. You would have 
thought that those guys in 
government who initially 
had the Privy Council put 

on the injunction, would 
have moved quickly if 
they believed in democ-
racy. If they believed 
in fair representation, 
they would have moved 
quickly to settle that 

matter finally. But they 
went through all sorts of 
hand-wringing and soul-
searching and did noth-
ing,” Daly said. 

Daly told the Observer 
that they hoped the judg-
ment will be coming for-
ward soon or the elections 

results may be challenged 
in court.

“If it isn’t heard before 
Friday, we still don’t 

know what boundaries 
it will be held on. There 
needs to be a determina-
tion. These are urgent 
matters. Suppose NRP 
loses and suppose Labour 
loses, you know there will 
be a court case coming 
out of that, which bound-
aries should have been 

used,” he said

The Observer questioned 
Daly as to why he filed 
the application just ten 
days before the General 
Elections.

“Before I became a 
candidate I had no bear-
ing. When I became 
a candidate last week 
Wednesday, immediately 
I moved to the court to 
get the matter addressed. I 
could not have done it be-
fore that,” he explained.

The Observer previously 
spoke to CCM candidate 
for and incumbent repre-
sentative of Nevis 9, Mark 
Brantley, who said that 
Daly’s application, “at-
tacked my constituency”.

“They say number 9 is 
too large and it’s unfair. I 
am not being distracted. I 
am still on the ground do-
ing the work that I need to 
do,” he said.

“one week has passed for a 
case of that gravity and  

magnitude, and no indica-
tion of a date or hearing. it is 
troubling and problematic,” 

Daly said.

Daly 
boundary 

change 
case  still 
not heard

Kelvin Daly see trouble if case is not  heard by Election 
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By Loshaun Dixon

More than 5,000 work-
ers of the Skills Training 
Empowerment Program 
(STEP) and Government 
Auxiliary Employees 
(GAE) will be given per-
manent status in the com-
ing months, starting next 
month, if Team Unity is 
returned to office.

This is according to Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis Dr. Timothy Harris, 
who made the assertion at 
the manifesto launch of 
Team Unity. 

Dr. Harris announced 
that the more than 3,000 
workers who started on 
the People Empowerment 
Programme (PEP), who 
are now “step”, will 
form part of the perma-
nent workforce of the 
government.

“In the public sector, 
for too long, since 2012 
with the start of the PEP 
programme, over 3,000 
persons have been on 

the programme, and they 
have no permanent status. 
They are in a variety of 
Ministries and depart-
ments. They are in a 

variety of private sector 
institutions, and yet those 
workers have no par-
ticular status. Tonight, I 
want to announce that the 
3,000 step workers will 
become part of the per-
manent workforce of the 
government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis come July 1 
2020.”

Dr. Harris said the move 

was due because it was 
well deserved justice. 
“Seven years no status; 
seven years you can’t go 
to the bank and get a loan; 

can’t apply for a US Visa, 
because they say you have 
no status. Team Unity 
cares and shall regularize 
over 3,000 workers.”

He said they will also look 
to improve the status for 
non-establishment work-
ers or GAE, who too, had 
limited status.

“We have good news, 
we set up a committee to 
look at it, and they have 

advised us that September 
1, 2020, will be the date 
in which we will bring all 
non-establishment work-
ers in to the pensionable 
establishment.”

Dr. Harris has committed 
that, come September, 
they will be part of the 
civil service and part of 

the government establish-
ment. “We have a plan for 
a safer and stronger St. 
Kitts and Nevis. We want 
to focus on our plans for 

the continuing develop-
ment of this great country 
of St. Kitts and Nevis.”

 

He said their manifesto 
is people-centric, cover-
ing every area of human 
endeavor - agriculture, 
climate change, housing, 
good governance agenda, 
law and justice, tourism, 

financial services, manu-
facturing and ICTs.

“It is a comprehensive 
blueprint for the continu-
ing development of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, and to 
build upon the framework 
we laid over the last five 
years. Our focus in our 
manifesto is all about 
people.”

Dr. Harris added that they 
will be aiming to create in 
excess of 2,000 jobs for 
the people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis during their second 
term.

“We have the record for 
jobs creation in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. The Social 
Security records will 
reflect that the largest 
number of jobs and con-
tributors to the scheme; 
the largest number of 
self-employed people en-
gaged productively, hap-
pened under Team Unity 
Government.”

Dr. Harris announced that the more than 3,000 
workers who started on the People Empower-

ment Programme (PEP), who are now “step”, will 
form part of the permanent workforce of the 

government.

team Unity promises permanent  
status for StEP and GAE workers 

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris
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By Loshaun Dixon

The Federation is not 
at fault for the Eastern 
Caribbean being given 
a Category 2 rating by 
the US Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), 
and is one of the ter-
ritories with legislation 
in place that complies 
with International Civil 
Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) safety stan-
dards under the FAA’s 
International Aviation 
Safety Assessment 
(IASA) program.

 

Earlier in May, the FAA 
announced the Eastern 
Caribbean Civil Aviation 
Authority (ECCAA), 
that provides aviation 
safety oversight for 
OECS members Antigua 
and Barbuda, Dominica, 
Grenada, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Lucia, as well 
as St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, had been 
given a Category 2 rating.

The FAA explained that 
the OECS’s carriers can 

continue existing service 
to the United States, but 
will not be allowed to es-
tablish new services to the 
United States. 

The FAA says the 
Category 2 IASA rating 
means that laws or regu-
lations lack the necessary 
requirements to oversee 
air carriers in accordance 
with minimum interna-
tional standards, or that 
civil aviation authori-
ties are deficient in one 
or more areas, includ-
ing technical expertise, 
trained personnel, re-
cord-keeping, inspection 

procedures or resolution 
of safety concerns.

Minister of Transport Ian 
Liburd in an interview 

with media personnel 
said the government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis had 
already played its part to 
ensure the necessary leg-
islation was passed, but 
other others were yet to do 
so. He said St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, Antigua 
and Barbuda have all 
conformed, but St. Lucia 
did not conform with the 
legislative requirements. 

“What has happened is 
that the FAA raised is-
sues about the ability of 
the ECCA in terms of the 
personnel technical staff 

to grant licensing to air-
craft pilots.”

Part of the legislation, he 
said, dealt with the regu-
lations whereby the FAA 
believed some authority 
should be given to the di-
rector general of ECCA 
in terms of executing its 
authority.

“If one or two has short-
comings then the entire 
region is downgraded.”

Liburd explained what 
the drop in ratings meant 
for air travel with the 
sub regional group. “It 
does not stop flights from 
coming to or leaving our 
airport. What happens is 
that because ECCA does 
not have the authority 
to license these aircraft 
because of the lacking 
legislation, LIAT that is 
registered with ECCA, 
cannot create any new 
flights into the US terri-
tories, but can use exist-
ing flights; but it does not 
stop them from going to 
any airport outside of the 
USA.”

Under the IASA program, 
the FAA assesses the civil 
aviation authorities of all 
countries with air carriers 
that have applied to fly 
to the United States, cur-
rently conduct operations 
to the United States, or 
participate in code-shar-
ing arrangements with 
U.S. partner airlines, and 
makes that information 

available to the public.

The assessments are used 
to determine whether for-
eign civil aviation author-
ities comply with ICAO 
safety standards, rather 
than FAA regulations. A 
Category 1 rating means 
the country’s civil avia-
tion authority complies 
with ICAO standards. 
A Category 1 rating al-
lows air carriers from that 
country to establish ser-
vice to the United States 
and carry the code of U.S. 
carriers.

To achieve a Category 
1 rating, a country must 
adhere to the safety 
standards of ICAO, the 
United Nations’ technical 
agency for aviation that 
establishes international 
standards and recom-
mended practices for 
aircraft operations and 
maintenance. IASA in-
formation is posted on the 
FAA website.

Minister of Transport, Ian Liburd  

the FAA explained that the oECS’s 
carriers can continue existing ser-
vice to the United States, but will 
not be allowed to establish new 

services to the United States. 

SKN already 
complied 
with FAA  

regulations



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020 NewSPage:8 Advertisement



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020NewS Page:9ADVERTISEMENTADVERTISEMENT

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the 
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight mil-
lion (USD 8,000,000.00) towards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the 
Project) and intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of this financing to eligible 
payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made only at the request of 
GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the terms 
and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits 
withdrawal from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or 
entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of 
CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No party other than GOSKN shall 
derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim to the proceeds 
of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through 
its Ministry of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET 
Project Coordinating Unit with delivering the Project. The Consultants have pre-
pared designs and contract documentation and will assist in tender administration 
and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the 
Construction of Advanced Vocational Education Centre. The works include, but are 
not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises mainly building works including the substructure and super-
structure along with their attendant ancillary components for the proposed two-sto-
rey reinforced concrete building. The project scope including complementary civil 
infrastructure, encompasses: 

• earthworks and excavation; 

• substructure (foundation and ground floor slab); 

• superstructure (columns, beams, walls, suspended floor slabs); 

• roof accessories (drainage and sealing); 

• finishes (tiling, doors, windows, ceilings etc.); 

• built-in furniture (worktops, cupboards, shelving); 

• services (electrical, plumbing, fire and air conditioning); 

• external works (staircases, access ramps, walkways, drainage and 
landscaping). 

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally 
incorporated or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in 
an eligible country and are either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide 
resident or residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate 
meeting these requirements; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided 
that it is legally and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law 
of an eligible country and otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB 
Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their 
bids establishing their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract 
if the bid is accepted.  Tender and qualification information are to be submitted 
in the English Language on the prescribed forms inserted in the Bid Documents.  
Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not demonstrate the 

prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will not 
be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for 
works in progress or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least one million, 
one hundred thousand United States dollars (USD 1.10mn);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of one hundred and 
eighty five thousand United States dollars (USD 250, 000.00); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years 
assignments of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project 
activity within the last three (3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted 
should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the address below, at 
no charge.  Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written ap-
plications must be clearly marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Construction 
of Construction of Advanced Vocational Education Centre (AVEC)”, along with the 
name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding Documents 
are being requested. The bidding documents will be distributed via email. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Construction of 
Advanced Vocational Education Centre (AVEC”, must be received at the address 
below not later than 4:00 pm on 14th July 2020.  Bid opening will take place on 15th 
July 2020, at the AVEC in the presence of bidder’s representatives who choose to 
attend at 11:00 am.  Qualification information only must be simultaneously submit-
ted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on June 15, 2020, at the 
Advanced Vocational Education Centre at 9:30 a.m.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, re-
serves the right to accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all 
bids, at any time prior to award of contract, without thereby incurring any liability to 
the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obligation to inform the affected prospec-
tive bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET Enhancement Project, 
action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs incurred by 
any bidder in the preparation of bids.

  Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission 
and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1878/1106 

GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
tECHNiCAl AND VoCAtioNAl EDUCAtioN AND trAiNiNG (tVEt) ENHANCEMENt ProJECt  

iNVitAtioN For BiDS 
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By Petra Mc Sheene

Several days before to-
day’s general elections, 
the Opposition St. Kitts-
Nevis Labour Party un-
veiled a fiscal stimulus 
package that it is confi-
dent, would bring relief 
to government workers, 
pensioners, students and 
small businesses affected 
by COVID-19 crisis.

Leader of the Labour 
Party and former Prime 
Minister Dr. Denzil 
Douglas said the roll out 
would take place thirty 
days after the govern-
ment is formed. 

“The economic fallout 
of the COVID-19 has 
threatened the entire 
global financial and 
economic structure and 
could affect hundreds 
of millions of people 
below the poverty line. 
The head of the IMF has 
warned that they ‘antici-
pate the worst economic 
fallout since the great 
depression.’”

Douglas added that the 
head of the IMF has ad-
vised that governments 
should spend as much 

as they could afford 
and more, but keep the 
receipts.  

Douglas emphasised that 
his party will take im-
mediate steps to boost 
domestic demands and 
keep the economy of St. 
Kitts and Nevis afloat, 
in the expectation that 
the global fight against 
the pandemic will yield 
results and generate an 
increase in the level of 
external demand for 
goods and services dur-
ing the course of the next 
tourist season.

“I want to submit that 
the NextGen SKN 
Labour government 
will within the first 21 
days of assuming of-
fice pay an honorarium 
of two months’ salary 
to all COVID-19 front-
line workers, including 
all nurses, policemen 
and other medical and 
security personnel, and 
all those categorized as 
essential service provid-
ers operating during the 
pandemic.”

“The NextGenSKN has 
already commenced 
work in developing a 

long-term economic re-
covery programme with 
a view to correcting 
any long-term structural 
damage to our economy 
that may have been 
caused by the coronavi-
rus pandemic, expanding 
local production and our 
income-generating ca-
pability, enhancing food 
security, and building 
our resilience to similar 
economic shocks in the 
future.”

Another announcement 
made by Dr. Douglas 
includes paying an in-
crease of 15% to all 
government employees 
and pensioners; increas-
ing the monthly stipend 
to workers who have lost 
their jobs as a result of 
COVID-19 from $1,000 
to $1,550 per month; 
relieve students and past 
students of their monthly 
payments of princi-
pal and interest to the 
Development Bank over 
the next 6 months, and 
give every household a 
credit of $3,000 which 
they would be able to 
use to pay their electric-
ity bills, water bills and 
mortgages.

SKN labour Party Announces  
Stimulus Program

Leader of the Labour Party and former Prime 
Minister Dr. Denzil Douglas 
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Electorate reminded that 
CoViD-19 regulations  

still in effect during and  
after elections.

By Monique Washington

As the electorate pre-
pares to hear the final 
tally of votes and to cel-
ebrate with the winning 
party, the head of the St. 

Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force, Nevis 
Division has reminded 
citizens that there are still 
COVID-19 regulations in 
place, as are social dis-
tancing, partial curfews 
and no partying.

It was announced that 
48,036 voters are regis-
tered to cast their votes 
today, June 5, through-
out the Federation, with 
35,860 in St Kitts and 
12,176 in Nevis to deter-
mine who will govern the 
affairs of the Federation 
for the next five years. 

Voters will be asked to 
wear a mask to cover 
their nose and mouth, and 
to remain six feet apart 
during the voting process 

as part of the COVID-19 
regulations.

The Observer questioned 
the head of the Nevis 
Division of the police 
force, Superintendent 

Lydon David, as to po-
lice preparedness for the 
potential breaking of the 
COVID-19 regulations 
by enthusiastic supporters 
after the final declaration 
of results.

He noted that they are 
well prepared. 

 “But you know that we 
are in a peculiar situa-
tion. We are appealing 
to the consciences of our 
people, and we are hop-
ing that the political lead-
ers would do the same for 
their supporters. 

“Then the supporters 
themselves would realize 
the situation that we are 
under at this time warrants 
that we should adhere 

to the necessary regula-
tions that are out there 
to prevent the spread-
ing of COVID-19 in our 
Federation,” he said.

David cautioned that al-

though there were no ac-
tive cases of COVID-19 
in the Federation, people 
should protect themselves 
and others from a poten-
tial second wave of the 
virus.

“Yes, it  is clear that we 
have no new cases,  but 
we have to be certain that 
one does not just creep up 
on us  and then we have 
a problem that we didn’t 
have before,” he said.

When questioned if the 
Police will be prepared 
deal with mischievous 
voters, David pointed out 
that the police are always 
prepared to adjust to any 
situation. “We are pre-
pared for any eventuality.” 

Voters will be asked to wear a mask to cover 
their nose and mouth, and to remain six feet 
apart during the voting process as part of the 
CoViD-19 regulations.
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“We are on the road to 
victory but i will not be 

complacent.” 

Jonel  
Powell  

ready 
to  

represent
By Petra Mc Sheene

The Central Basseterre 
Candidate for 
Constituency 2 of 
the People’s Action 
Movement (PAM) 
and Team Unity, Jonel 
Powell, says that he was 
encouraged by the mo-
mentum of his campaign 
in the lead-up to today’s 
election, and is “ready to 
represent”. 

“The feedback and will-
ingness of people to sup-
port me has inspired me 
and boosted my confi-
dence. We are on the road 
to victory, but I will not 
be complacent,” he stated 
emphatically.

Powell will face off 
against Labour Party in-
cumbent Marcella Liburd 
for that constituency and 
made an address to the 
constituents in which 
he expressed thanks to 
the Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris and 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and leader of PAM Shawn 
Richards, for granting 
him the opportunity to 
serve as Ambassador 
within the Ministry of 
Sports and Culture over 
the last five years. 

Ambassador Powell en-
couraged residents to go 
out and vote early by plac-
ing an ‘x’ by the hat, the 

symbol of the PAM Party. 
He pointed that one of the 
lessons he has learned is 
that when others are void 
of vision and empty of 
creative thoughts, they 
tend to turn to personal 
attacks and abuse. Powell 
assured the residents of 
St. Christopher 2 that he 
was different and better 
than that.

“I know better than to 
insult and debase a char-
acter and sully the good 
name of my fellow citi-
zens. I will not be distract-
ed from the good worth 
and cause to which I am 
committed,” Powell said. 

He made it clear that no 
amount of allegations, 

falsehoods and low-
blows will erase the 
principles of decency 
and good character that 

were instilled in him as 
a young boy growing 
up in Mc Knight, while 
pitching marbles and run-
ning around the streets of 
Central Street and Shaw 
Avenue and playing 
basketball at Dorset and 
Market Street. He en-
couraged young people, 
especially females, to 
help change the tone of 
political debate. 

“To families across the 
country who are allowing 
themselves to be divided 
at election time, I urge 
you not to do so, as fam-
ily is more important than 
politics. I ask that you 
work hard to unite and 
not divide.”

He reminded the nation 
of how he fought for citi-
zens even though he was 
not elected in the 2015 

elections, and pointed 
out a few things which 
he influenced, such as 
the upgrade to the Ferry 
Terminal, the upgrade to 
the West Bus Terminal, 
and renovations for 
the Gardens Housing 
Complex.

“I was busy the last five 
years getting street lights 
leading to Pine Gardens 
and Shadwell; busy get-
ting land and homes for 
citizens of all ages; busy 
securing furniture and 
supplies for the Irishtown 
Primary School, and I 
am happy to know that I 
was busy delivering safer 
streets and communities. 
While I was busy doing 
all that, others were busy 

criticizing the peace ini-
tiative and the progress 
of the young men who 
turned their backs on 
crime.”

Powell stated that he re-
spected his colleagues in 
CCM and PLP and his 
co-leaders in PAM but 
if elected, they should 
not be offended by his 
stubborn defence and 
aggressive advocacy 
for Central Basseterre. 
He further stated that 
he intends to fight for 
better roads in Dorset, 
Soho, Prickle Pear Alley, 
Wade’s Gardens, College 
Housing and New Road. 
He stated that he shall 
fight, because it is time for 
more housing opportuni-
ties for young men and 
women in Greenland’s, 
Freeman’s Village, 
Shadwell Housing Site 
and Shadwell Gardens. 

“If I am elected, I want to 
build a boardwalk across 
the Irishtown Bay Road, 
a modern facility which 
will allow families to sit 
and relax and enjoy the 
ocean breeze. It will re-
main a place for the fish-
ermen to dock their boats. 
I also plan to upgrade the 
public market and trans-
form it into a 21st century 

shopping complex for our 
farmers, but with the ad-
dition of a second floor to 
accommodate other small 
business,” Powell said, 
while sharing his vision. 

“Most politicians are 
concerned about how 
will they be remembered, 
and what would be their 
legacy. For me, my leg-
acy should be simple; it 
should be that I worked 
hard to serve my God, 
my family, my country, 
and the people of Central 
Basseterre. The ideals of 
service to country is not 
new to my family, the 
spirit to serve my people 
is in my DNA and it re-
sides in me.”

Powell concluded his 
address by thanking ev-
eryone who gave him the 
time to meet and speak 
to them on the campaign 
trail, his campaign team, 
family and friends. He 
also gave thanks to per-
sons whom he had never 
met but offered their 
prayers to him. 

“Remember on Election 
Day, put your ‘x’ next 
to the hat and the name 
Jonel Powell.” 

 Jonel Powell showing off his Nomination Form last week
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PM Harris further noted that our centenar-
ians and their contemporaries have paved 
the way through meaningful contributions 
to national development – and having 
experienced abject poverty in their child-
hood, they are grateful to live in a country 
where social safety nets are provided. 

By Petra Mc Sheene

Under the auspices of 
the Governor General, 
His Excellency Sir. S.W. 
Tapley Seaton, the gov-
ernment, through its 
Department of Social 
Services and Community 
Development, observed 
the 4th annual celebration 
of Centenarians’ Day this 
past Sunday.

In an address to na-
tion, Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris recog-
nized the federation’s five 
living centenarians - Mrs. 
Una Deportee (104), Mrs. 
Bridgette Brazier (102), 
Mr. Vernon Roy Connor 
(100) in St. Kitts, and Ms. 
Mary Browne (102) and 
Ms. Eliza Liburd-Jeffers 
(100) in Nevis.

The Centenarians were 
presented with gift baskets 
which were sponsored by 

Governor General S.W. 
Tapley Seaton, and ac-
cording to Dr. Harris, 
several other elderly com-
munity members were 
visited by some members 
of staff at the Department 
of Social Services. 

“Centenarians’ Day was 
conceived as a day of 
tribute to pay our greatest 
respects to the members 
of one of our greatest 
generations, who were 
teenagers when the politi-
cal consciousness of plan-
tation workers in St. Kitts 
gave rise to autonomous 
leadership; young adults 
when they and our fore-
bears attained Universal 
Adult Suffrage in 1952, 
giving the right to vote to 
all persons 21 years old 
and over in the country’s 
first elections on October 
6th that year; middle aged 

when in February 1967 
St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 
entered a state of internal 
self-government known 
as Associated Statehood; 
and approaching older age 
when on September 19th, 

1983, St. Kitts and Nevis 
attained Independence,” 
Prime Minister Harris 

pointed out in his address. 

PM Harris further noted 
that our centenarians and 
their contemporaries have 

paved the way through 
meaningful contributions 
to national development 

– and having experienced 
abject poverty in their 
childhood, they are grate-
ful to live in a country 
where social safety nets 
are provided. He reaf-
firmed his government’s 

commitment to fostering a 
society that safeguards in-
clusion, equality, respect 

for all, and the right to 
quality of life and health, 
particularly for older per-
sons and the most vulner-
able in communities. 

Prime Minister Harris 
concluded his address 
by commending every-
one who play a role in 
protecting and maintain-
ing the mental, physical 
and social health of older 
persons.

“A phone call, a meal 
dropped off or a care 
package is just what is 
needed to show our love 
for older persons in this 
trying time and on this 
special day, it is the least 
we can do for those who 
have made some of the 
greatest contributions to 
our society.”

Centenarians’ Day  
recognised

- PM Harris takes time to Show Gratitude
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Police seeking help with 
latest Homicide 

Browne and Patrick were taken to 
the JNF General Hospital via ambu-
lance. Browne sustained several 
injuries and is warded in a critical 
condition, while Patrick suffered a 

broken leg.

Police seeking help with 
latest Homicide 

By staff reporter 

The Police are investigat-
ing the death of 55-year-
old Stenneth Harvey of 
Saddlers Village and 
are seeking the general 
public’s assistancein the 
investigation.

Police said they respond-
ed to a report of a murder 

at Saddlers Mountain on 
May 29, sometime after 
5 p.m. 

Upon arrival, they found 
Harvey’s motionless 
body lying on a dirt track 
with several lacerations. 
The District Medical 
Officer pronounced him 
dead and members of the 
Forensic Unit processed 
the scene. An autopsy 

will be performed shortly 
to determine the exact 
cause of death.

The Police are making 
an appeal to anyone who 
might have any informa-
tion in relation to this in-
cident to call the Violent 
Crimes Unit (VCU) at 
467-1887, 662-3468 
or their nearest Police 
Station. Investigations 

T R A F F I C 
ACCIDENT ALONG 
W E L L I N G T O N 
ROAD BEING 
INVESTIGATED

Basseterre, St. 
Kitts, May 31, 2020 
(RSCNPF): Police are 
investigating a traffic 
accident that occurred 
on Wellington Road in 
the vicinity of the Seven 
Day Adventist Church 
and Rendezvous Bar in 

which two persons were 
seriously injured.

 It involved omnibus 
H3874 which is owned 
and was driven by Mark 
Archibald of Lodge 
Village and ATV P3431 
which was driven by Javid 
Browne of Newtown. 
Raheem Patrick of 
Shadwell was the pillion 
rider on the ATV. The 
circumstances are that on 
May 29, Archibald was 

traveling eastward along 
Wellington Road when 
Browne came out of the 
stop at Branch Street and 
both vehicles collided.

Browne and Patrick were 
taken to the JNF General 
Hospital via ambulance. 
Browne sustained several 
injuries and is warded in 
a critical condition, while 
Patrick suffered a broken 
leg.

trAFFiC ACCiDENt AloNG 
WElliNGtoN roAD BEiNG  

iNVEStiGAtED
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“one of the main things that we did was to uni-
tize applications like Zoom to have our regular 
services. During the entire period, we had our 

usually services at our usual times. Sunday 
morning worship, Sunday evening service and 

Wednesday evening.” 

Pastor says CoViD-19 
has been a  

learning  
experience

By Monique Washington

Pastor says COVID-19 
has been a learning 
experience

By Monique Washington 

With churches across the 
Federation now open for 
worship on Saturdays and 
Sundays, Pastor Wayne 
Maynard of the Shiloh 
Baptist Church in Nevis, 
says the COVID-19 pan-

demic has taught them 
many lessons.

On May 22, Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris announced that 
churches throughout St. 
Kitts and Nevis would 
open their doors again 
for worship between the 
hours of 7:00am and 
5:00pm on Saturday and 
Sunday.

The Observer contacted 
Pastor Maynard, who 
noted that one of the big-
gest impacts of not having 
physical church service 
due to the COVID-19 
was spiritual, and also a 
learning experience.

“God was teaching us 
during this period. There 

were lessons that we were 
learning about ourselves, 
our families, church, our 
nation, that really, we 
would not have learned 
otherwise. Families 
would have responded 
either positively or nega-
tively. I firmly believe 
this first hand, that God 
used this time to expose 
in many cases a lot of 
our weaknesses, and a lot 
of things that we need to 
work on from a spiritual 

standpoint. 

“The greatest impact was 
the spiritual impact, and I 
mean that both positively 
or negatively, wherever 
that may apply,” he said. 

Maynard said that during 
the total weekend lock-
downs, they were able to 
quickly adapt to online 
applications.

“One of the main things 
that we did was to unitize 
applications like Zoom to 
have our regular services. 
During the entire period, 
we had our usually ser-
vices at our usual times. 
Sunday morning worship, 
Sunday evening service 
and Wednesday evening.” 

Maynard said during the 
lockdowns, the church 
tried to be proactive in ev-
ery scenario. He revealed 
that during the ZOOM 
services, they were able to 
attract visitors from other 
islands and countries 
around the world. 

He added that during 
the period, to facilitate 
church giving, the church 
was opened at designated 
periods during the week 

to enable people coming 
and giving their tithes and 
offering.

He pointed out that one 
of the biggest differences 
now that church has re-
opened, is abiding by the 
regulations. 

“The biggest difference 
is having to abide by the 
social distancing guide-
lines and the no singing 
or the singing with mask, 
and limited interaction. 
Limited time for the 
church service makes it 
different.

“When you think about a 
church service and how 
it is conducted, of course 
singing and verbal ex-
pression are a natural part 

of worship, so having to 
conduct a service with the 
regulations really makes 
huge difference,” he said.

Maynard added that an-
other challenge for them 
at this time is trying to 
find ways to conduct 
Sunday School. He said 
that it is important for 
young people “to be more 
involved in church and to 
get more interaction with 
them.”

He said that they are 

planning on utilizing 
Zoom as a tool to help 
them to host Sunday 
School.

Maynard said that al-
though COVID-19 
caused the churches to 
close for a period of time 
“life has to go on and the 
ministry has to go on”.

“I firmly believe that we 
are better prepared for 
dealing with a situation 
that we have never ex-
perienced. It has been a 

learning experience each 
and every week, even 
when we use these online 
tools, as limited as they 
are.

“From a church stand-
point, there is just some-
thing different, and there 
is a certain energy that is 
generated being together. 
People are very happy be-
ing back, and physically 
seeing each other, but it 
is very restrictive dealing 
with the regulations,” he 
said. 
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People’s Labour Party and Team Unity Candidate for Constituency 3, 
Akilah Byron-Nisbett 

“We are almost there to 
the finish line.”

By Petra Mc Sheene

People’s Labour Party and 
Team Unity Candidate for 
Constituency 3, Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett gave a pas-
sionate speech where she 
confidently stated she will 
be successful in being the 
next representative for 
West Basseterre, but has 
urged all to go out and 
vote.

She took time out to ex-
press her thanks to those 
who were with her hitting 
the pavement, making 
phone calls, and doing 
what needs to be done to 
ensure the votes get out.

“I need for us to be fo-
cused,” Byron-Nisbett 
urged. “We are almost 
there; almost at the finish 
line, and it is important 
that we recognize that we 
can’t be side-tracked or 
distracted. We can’t allow 
Labour with their same 
old tactics, with their 
same old attacks, with 
their same old promises, 
to distract us at this point.” 

Byron-Nisbett spoke 
about the long-term plans 
that Team Unity has in 
store for St. Kitts and 
Nevis which they started 
since the first term. She 
stated that all of the plans 
were sorted out, and there 
are experts who give ad-
vice on how they can get 
from where they are to 
where they are trying to 
go. 

The candidates of Team 
Unity each have a mini-
manifesto for their con-
stituencies where they can 
be held accountable for 
plans and expectations. 

“On Friday, we have a 
choice. Do we move for-
ward with Team Unity 
or do we go backward 
to IMF debt and unsafe 
streets? I can’t imagine 
anyone in St. Kitts and 
Nevis who would think 
of going backwards, 
because we have seen 
what backwards meant,” 
Byron-Nisbett said.

She assured residents and 
citizens that Team Unity 
has a plan for safer streets, 
creating new and better 
jobs, building bigger and 
better houses, improving 
health care in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and a plan to 
completely digitize gov-
ernment services. Byron-
Nisbett appealed for her 
constituents to ensure that 
they can locate their voter 
IDs and go out and vote 
early.

“We have to always re-
member that one vote can 
make a difference. One 
vote can be the difference 
between safer streets and 
going back to where we 
came from. One vote can 
be the difference between 
the opportunities that 
young people are looking 
for and being left out.”

She encouraged people 
to go out and vote for the 
Team Unity candidate in 
their constituency to keep 
moving forward with 
good governance. 

one Vote Can Be the
 Difference, says
 Byron-Nisbett
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5,000 more voters than  
in 2015

By Loshaun Dixon

A total of 48,036 people 
will have the opportunity 
to vote in St. Kitts and 
Nevis today, up 14% from 
the 42,184 voters of 2015, 
according to Supervisor 
of Elections, Elvin Bailey.

There are 35,860 in St. 
Kitts and 12,176 in Nevis 
registered to vote. This is 
5,852 more persons than 
the previous elections. 
He said they have had to 
create an additional eight 
polling stations for a total 
of 129 polling sites. 

Bailey said the vot-
ers’ list for the election 
is drawn up of persons 
whose names were on 
the Annual Register 
published at the end of 
January 2020, plus those 
who were in the monthly 
revised lists thereafter, up 
to the March list. 

Constituency 1 will see 
5,962 voters, who will 
vote at 15 voting sites, up 
from 5,036 registered vot-
ers in 2015.

In Constituency 2, 5,421 

voters will vote at 14 
voting sites, up from 
4,740 voters in 2015. 
Constituency 3 will vote 
at 10 voting sites and will 
feature 4,078 voters, in-
creasing from 3,166 in the 
last elections.

The 3,400 voters in 
Constituency 4 will vote 
at 10 voting sites up from 
3,166 in 2015, while 
Constituency 5 will have 
3,124 voters assigned to 
10 voting sites, up from 
3,107 last time around.

In Constituency 6, there 
are 3,205 voters assigned 
to 9 voting sites, up 
from 2,823 voters, while 
Constituency 7 has 3,722 
voters assigned to 9 vot-
ing sites, up from 3,191.

Constituency 8 has the 
largest registered number 
of voters with 6,948 as-
signed to 18 voting sites. 
In 2015, there were 5,753 
voters.

In Constituency 9, there 
are 6,397 voters assigned 
to 18 voting sites, increas-
ing from 6,127 in the last 
election. Constituency 

10 will be the smallest 
constituency with 1,774 
voters who will vote in 
6 voting sites, up from 
1,393

For Constituency 11, 
there are 4,005 voters as-
signed to 10 voting sites, 
an increase from 3,584.

Bailey urged the new 
voters to pay special at-
tention to the instruction 
of the Presiding Officers 
in charge of the voting 
stations. 

“Those instructions will 
include a reminder of the 
names of the candidates, 
the party they each repre-
sent, as well as their party 
symbols, and an instruc-
tion on how and where to 
make the mark for your 
choice, that is, an “X” 
with the pencil provided. 

“They will also direct you 
to where to go to make 
your mark. You must 
return your vote, folded, 
so that your vote is not 
revealed, and present it 
to the Presiding Officer 
for further instruction, 
including a compulsory 

dipping of your finger in 
the indelible ink provided. 
If you refuse to dip your 
finger in the ink, your 
vote will be deemed a 
spoilt one, not counted in 
the final result.”

He reminded that a can-
didate is only allowed 
access to a polling station 
within the constituency 
that he/she is contesting. 
“However, they, by law, 
can only remain within 
the voting station together 
with their agent for five 
minutes maximum, and 
then one of them will be 
required to leave. Voters 
are also not allowed to 
loiter in the polling sta-
tion. You must leave im-
mediately after casting 
your vote.”

Bailey provided further 
instructions about how 
to protect the voters and 
people who are there to 
serve, from COVID-19. 

“Such protocols, dis-
cussed and accepted by 
the COVID-19 Task 
Force include sanitiza-
tion, distancing measures, 
and the wearing of masks. 

Voters will be required 
to briefly unmask, so 
that their identity can be 
checked. Also, a cleans-
ing solution will be pro-
vided for voters prior 
to the immersion in the 
indelible ink. We are urg-
ing voters to comply so 
that the voting process 
can flow smoothly and 
expeditiously.”

He noted that a picture 
identification will be 
necessary in order to cast 
one’s ballots. 

“Please bring picture 
identification with you, 
particularly your National 
Identification Card. 
However, if you do not 
have your valid card for 
whatever reason, you can 
still vote upon presenta-
tion of either a valid local 
passport, valid local so-
cial security card or valid 
local driver’s license. If 
none of these are avail-
able, the elector will be 
required to take an oath of 
identity in order to vote. 
I need to emphasise that 
voting is not complete 
until the appropriate fin-
ger is dipped in the ink 

to the satisfaction of the 
Presiding Officer.”

The polls will be available 
for voting continuously 
from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. Any and all persons 
who are in line at 6:00 
p.m. will be allowed to 
vote, but no one will be 
allowed to join the line 
after 6:00 p.m.

“Also, no one is allowed 
within 100 hundred yards 
of the polling site other 
than electoral officials, 
candidates and their cre-
dentialed agents, com-
mission members and 
observers. The police 
will be asked to strictly 
enforce these rules. Also, 
note that it is an offence 
to display political para-
phernalia on voting day,” 
Bailey said.

At the end of voting, bal-
lot boxes will be trans-
ported under armed guard 
to the counting site - one 
per constituency - where 
the votes will be counted, 
starting at about 8:00 p.m. 
or later. 
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By Monique Washington

After spending some of 
the mandatory 14 days in 
quarantine, post-overseas 
travels, the leader of the 
Nevis Reformation Party 

(NRP) Robelto Hector 
has been released.

Hector left the Federation 
in March before the bor-
ders were closed and 
before the COVID-19 
lockdowns. He was al-
lowed to return in May, 
and had to observe a 14-
day quarantine.

Due to his absence, Hector 
appointed Vice President 
of the NRP Kelvin Daly 
as leader under Article 
14 (1) of the Party’s 
Constitution. Daly’s ap-
pointment expired upon 
the arrival of the Hector 
to the Federation 

Daly confirmed to the 
Observer that Hector was 
officially released from 
quarantine on Tuesday, 
June 2.

Hector previously ex-

plained that his writ-
ten request to return to 
Nevis was shut down 
by the Nevis Air and 
Seaport Authority. He 
then appealed to the 
Chief Medical Officer 
(Dr. Hazel Laws) who al-
lowed his return.

“I am thankful, and thank 
you to the CMO and the 
COVID-19 team for 
granting that permission. 
I would have indicated 
that I am willing to serve 
my 14 days in quarantine, 
recognizing how impor-
tant this is. My appeal 
to everyone is to con-
tinue to observe the safety 

guidelines. Continue to 
make sure as a people we 
keep ourselves safe,” he 
said.

He described the lock-
down as a “politically 

motivated lockdown” and 
a “fake state of emergen-
cy” all done, he claimed, 
to have a unfair advan-
tage over the opposition. 

Though Hector is the 
leader of the NRP, he will 
not be contesting today’s 
General elections for his 
party, instead, contest-
ing Constituency 9 will 
be Mark Brantley of the 
CCCM and Kelvin Daley 
of the NRP; Constituency 
10 Eric Evelyn of the 
CCM and Bjorn Hanley 
NRP; and Constituency 
11, Alexis Jeffers of the 
CCM and Patrice Nisbett 
of the NRP.

Hector out 
of  

Quarantine

He described the lockdown as a “politically moti-
vated lockdown” and a “fake state of emergency” 
all done, he claimed, to have a unfair advantage 

over the opposition
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By Monique Washing-
ton

The grounds of the 
Gingerland Secondary 
School (GSS) are cur-
rently being prepared 
for a new US$8M 
Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training 
(TVET) Center project, 
funded by the Caribbean 
Development Bank. 

Last week, the building 
which once housed the 

GSS Woodwork Center 
was demolished. On 
Tuesday, an invitation 
was opened for sealed 
bids from eligible bidders 
for the construction of 
the advanced Education 
Vocational Center - the 
technical wing of the 
Gingerland Secondary 
School.

According to a no-
tice for the Ministry of 
Education, the project is 
being implemented by 
the Federal Government 
through its Ministry of 
Education.

The Federal Minister 
of Education, Shawn 
Richards, in a statement 
said that the project is 
intended to bring an up-
grade to the technical and 
vocational areas in all of 
the secondary schools.

He added that the project 
“isn’t just for children 
or students within our 
schools, but will also as-
sist adults”.

“Under the TVET 

Project, you will be able 
to get your certificate 
and be able to show that 
based on the experience 
that you have had, this is 
the level of qualification 
that you have had thus 
far.”

He continued, “Whether 
it is, they want to learn 
about electrical engineer-
ing, whether it is they 
want to learn about tech-
nical drawing, whether 
it is they want to learn 
about woodworking, 
whether it is they want to 
learn about hairdressing, 

auto mechanics, whatev-
er it is, under that project, 
all of those subject areas 
will be delivered in all 
of the secondary schools 
here in the Federation of 
St. Kitts and Nevis”.

The successful bidder 
will be given the contract 
for the project which 
comprises the building of 
the two-storey reinforced 
concrete building, along 
with plumbing, electrical 
installation, flooring, and 

interior woodwork.

The Government has also 
contracted consultants 
who will assist the TVET 
Project Coordinating 
Unit in delivering the 
project. The consultants 
have prepared the de-
signs and the contract 
documentation, and will 
assist in tender admin-
istration and evaluation, 
and supervise project 
activities. 

Interested parties are 
asked to send their bids 
to tvetproject.skn@moe.

Bidding commences for  
construction of tVEt Center in Nevis

- July 14 is deadline for submissions

“Under the tVEt Project, you will be able to 
get your certificate and be able to show 
that based on the experience that you 
have had, this is the level of qualification 
that you have had thus far.”
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The UN agency esti-
mated that 10 million 
additional people could 
join the 3.4 million 
across the region who 
were already unable to 
meet their basic food 
needs.

“It is vital and urgent 
that we provide food as-
sistance to the growing 
number of vulnerable 
people in the region, as 
well as those who de-
pend on informal work”, 
said Miguel Barreto, 
WFP Regional Director 
for Latin America and 
the Caribbean.

“We still have time to 
prevent the COVID-19 
pandemic from becom-
ing a hunger pandemic.”

The WFP projections 

cover Bolivia, 
Colombia, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Peru, the Dominican 
Republic, and small is-
land developing states 
in the Caribbean.

Solidarity with vulner-
able people

COVID-19 is expected 
to result in a -5.3 per 
cent economic contrac-
tion for the region, ac-
cording to the UN’s 
Economic Commission 
there, ECLAC.

This is among factors 
that risk aggravating 
the already precarious 
situation of vulnerable 
people, along with the 
inability to work due to 

movement

restrictions, job losses, 
and falling income 
from remittances – cash 
sent home by workers 
abroad.

In line with World 
Hunger Day, ob-
served on Thursday, 
WFP has launched the 
# M i s s i n g T h i s M e a l 
campaign to show 
solidarity with affected 
communities.

The agency also urged 
countries to provide ad-
ditional support to peo-
ple who benefit from 
national social protec-
tion programmes, and 
to expand coverage to 
include groups such as 
migrants, pointing out 
that some authorities 

might need assistance 
from international fi-
nancial institutions 
and the international 
community.

Millions more children 
at risk of poverty

Meanwhile, the pan-
demic could also push 
nearly 90 million more 
children into household 
poverty, data from the 
Save the Children NGO, 
and the UN Children’s 
Fund, UNICEF, has 
revealed.

The partners warn that 
without urgent action, 
the number of children 
living below the poverty 
line in low- and middle-
income countries could 
reach 672 million by the 
end of the year.

Nearly two-thirds of 
these youngsters can be 
found in sub-Saharan 
Africa and South Asia.

The most significant 
increase, 44 per cent, 
could be seen in coun-
tries across Europe and 
Central Asia, while 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean could see 
numbers rise by 22 per 
cent.

Progress at risk of 
rollback

“The scale and depth 
of financial hardship 
among families threat-
ens to roll back years 
of progress in reducing 
child poverty and to 
leave children deprived 
of essential services”, 
said UNICEF chief 

Henrietta Fore.

“Without concerted ac-
tion, families barely get-
ting by could be pushed 
into poverty, and the 
poorest families could 
face levels of depriva-
tion that have not been 
seen for decades.”

Expand social 
protection

Save the Children and 
UNICEF also are call-
ing for expansion of so-
cial protection systems 
and programmes, such 
as cash transfers, school 
meals and child bene-
fits, as well as universal 
healthcare.

WFP: 14 Million in Caribbean, latin America  
Could Have Severe Food Shortages
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By Loshaun Dixon

By Loshaun Dixon

After weeks of specula-
tion whether overseas 
election observers will 
be in the Federation for 
today’s general election, 
an observer contingent 
from CARICOM flew 
into St. Kitts Wednesday 
evening.

They arrived at about 
6:00 p.m. aboard a flight 
organized by the Regional 
Security Systems (RSS)

During the past few 
weeks, debates raged as 
to whether overseas ob-
servers would be allowed 
to enter the Federation, 
after the Government had 
indicated that anyone en-
tering the borders of St. 

Kitts and Nevis would be 
quarantined for a period 
of 14 days. 

This was announced by 
Abdias Samuel of the 
National Task Force 
against COVID-19. He 
did not state, however, 
what protocols the indi-
viduals will have to fol-
low after arriving on the 
ground, but noted they 

will participate in the 
elections.

Last week, the Coalition 
of Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs) 
in the Federation ex-
pressed concern with 
the manner in which 
the Federal Elections on 
June 5th, 2020 will be 
conducted with regard to 

the accommodation of 
the physical presence of 
regional and international 

Observers on the ground 
in the Federation to moni-
tor the election process.

The NGO Coalition, com-
prised of the Christian 
Council, Evangelical 
Association and the St. 
Kitts-Nevis Chamber of 

Industry and Commerce, 
alongside the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Bar Association, 
said they did not have the 
human resources nor the 
training and experience 
that are required to man-
age, undertake, and com-
prehensively report.

“Despite our limited re-
sources, knowledge and 
training to be observ-
ers in the Elections, the 
Coalition is committed to 
executing its civic duty in 
sensitizing and remind-
ing all parties, voters 
and media on the Ethical 
Guidelines and Code of 
Conduct for the Political 
Process signed in October 
of 2009 by the NGOs 
and political parties to 
encourage a free and 
fair election process. We 
will continue to use our 

respective platforms to 
provide information and 
educate the electorate, the 
candidates, the general 
public and media houses 
in this regard.

“We are aware that we 
are in unprecedented 
times, and that govern-
ment has written to the 
OAS and CARICOM, 
inviting them to observe 
our elections process. 
Notwithstanding the ob-
vious health concerns, 
we suggest that the les-
sons learned from the 
recent elections held in 
Suriname, where special 
protocols were put in 
place to accommodate the 
physical presence of the 
observers on the ground, 
be adopted for our elec-
tions immediately.”

CAriCoM observers arrive  
for election

“We are aware that we are in unprec-
edented times, and that government 
has written to the oAS and CAriCoM, 

inviting them to observe our elec-
tions process. 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020 NewSPage:26 news

Steps to Christ          Chapter 11—The Privilege of Prayer
Ellen G. White Writings

Through nature and 
revelation, through His 
providence, and by the 
influence of His Spirit, 
God speaks to us. But 
these are not enough; we 
need also to pour out our 
hearts to Him. In order 
to have spiritual life and 
energy, we must have 
actual relationship with 
our heavenly Father. 
Our minds may be 
drawn out toward Him; 
we may meditate upon 
His works, His mercies, 
His blessings; but this is 
not, in the fullest sense, 
communing with Him. 
In order to commune 
with God, we must have 
something to say to Him 
concerning our actual 
life. 

Prayer is the opening of 
the heart to God as to a 
friend. Not that it is nec-
essary in order to make 
known to God what we 
are, but in order to enable 
us to receive Him. Prayer 
does not bring God down 
to us, but brings us up to 
Him. 

When Jesus was upon 
the earth, He taught His 
disciples how to pray. He 
directed them to present 
their daily needs before 
God, and to cast all their 
care upon Him. And the 
assurance He gave them 
that their petitions should 
be heard, is assurance 
also to us. 

Jesus Himself, while 
He dwelt among men, 
was often in prayer. 
Our Saviour identified 
Himself with our needs 
and weakness, in that 
He became a suppliant, a 
petitioner, seeking from 
His Father fresh sup-
plies of strength, that He 
might come forth braced 
for duty and trial. He is 
our example in all things. 
He is a brother in our 

infirmities, “in all points 
tempted like as we are;” 
but as the sinless one His 
nature recoiled from evil; 
He endured struggles and 
torture of soul in a world 
of sin. His humanity 
made prayer a necessity 
and a privilege. He found 
comfort and joy in com-
munion with His Father. 
And if the Saviour of 
men, the Son of God, 
felt the need of prayer, 
how much more should 
feeble, sinful mortals feel 
the necessity of fervent, 
constant prayer. 

Our heavenly Father 
waits to bestow upon us 
the fullness of His bless-
ing. It is our privilege to 
drink largely at the foun-
tain of boundless love. 
What a wonder it is that 
we pray so little! God is 
ready and willing to hear 
the sincere prayer of the 
humblest of His children, 
and yet there is much 
manifest reluctance on 
our part to make known 
our wants to God. What 
can the angels of heaven 
think of poor helpless 
human beings, who are 
subject to temptation, 
when God’s heart of in-
finite love yearns toward 
them, ready to give them 
more than they can ask 
or think, and yet they 
pray so little and have so 
little faith? The angels 
love to bow before God; 
they love to be near Him. 
They regard communion 
with God as their highest 
joy; and yet the children 
of earth, who need so 
much the help that God 
only can give, seem sat-
isfied to walk without 
the light of His Spirit, the 
companionship of His 
presence. 

The darkness of the evil 
one encloses those who 
neglect to pray. The 
whispered temptations of 
the enemy entice them to 
sin; and it is all because 

they do not make use of 
the privileges that God 
has given them in the 
divine appointment of 
prayer. Why should the 
sons and daughters of 
God be reluctant to pray, 
when prayer is the key in 
the hand of faith to un-
lock heaven’s storehouse, 
where are treasured the 
boundless resources of 
Omnipotence? Without 
unceasing prayer and 
diligent watching we 
are in danger of growing 
careless and of deviating 
from the right path. The 
adversary seeks continu-
ally to obstruct the way 
to the mercy seat, that we 
may not by earnest sup-
plication and faith obtain 
grace and power to resist 
temptation. 

There are certain condi-
tions upon which we 
may expect that God 
will hear and answer our 
prayers. One of the first 
of these is that we feel 
our need of help from 
Him. He has promised, “I 
will pour water upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground.” 
Isaiah 44:3. Those who 
hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, who long 
after God, may be sure 
that they will be filled. 
The heart must be open 
to the Spirit’s influence, 
or God’s blessing cannot 
be received. 

Our great need is itself 
an argument and pleads 
most eloquently in our 
behalf. But the Lord is 
to be sought unto to do 
these things for us. He 
says, “Ask, and it shall be 
given you.” And “He that 
spared not His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give 
us all things?” Matthew 
7:7; Romans 8:32. 

If we regard iniquity in 
our hearts, if we cling 
to any known sin, the 
Lord will not hear us; 
but the prayer of the 
penitent, contrite soul is 
always accepted. When 
all known wrongs are 
righted, we may believe 
that God will answer our 
petitions. Our own merit 
will never commend us 
to the favor of God; it is 
the worthiness of Jesus 
that will save us, His 
blood that will cleanse 
us; yet we have a work to 
do in complying with the 
conditions of acceptance. 

Another element of pre-
vailing prayer is faith. 
“He that cometh to God 
must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder 

of them that diligently 
seek Him.” Hebrews 
11:6. Jesus said to His 
disciples, “What things 
soever ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” Mark 
11:24. Do we take Him 
at His word? 

The assurance is broad 
and unlimited, and He is 
faithful who has prom-
ised. When we do not 
receive the very things 
we asked for, at the time 
we ask, we are still to 
believe that the Lord 
hears and that He will 
answer our prayers. We 
are so erring and short-
sighted that we some-
times ask for things that 
would not be a blessing 

to us, and our heavenly 
Father in love answers 
our prayers by giving 
us that which will be for 
our highest good—that 
which we ourselves 
would desire if with vi-
sion divinely enlightened 
we could see all things 
as they really are. When 
our prayers seem not 
to be answered, we are 
to cling to the promise; 
for the time of answer-
ing will surely come, 
and we shall receive the 
blessing we need most. 
But to claim that prayer 
will always be answered 
in the very way and for 
the particular thing that 
we desire, is presump-
tion. God is too wise 
to err, and too good to 
withhold any good thing 
from them that walk up-
rightly. Then do not fear 
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to trust Him, even though 
you do not see the im-
mediate answer to your 
prayers. Rely upon His 
sure promise, “Ask, and 
it shall be given you.” 

If we take counsel with 
our doubts and fears, or 
try to solve everything 
that we cannot see clear-
ly, before we have faith, 
perplexities will only in-
crease and deepen. But if 
we come to God, feeling 
helpless and dependent, 
as we really are, and in 
humble, trusting faith 
make known our wants 
to Him whose knowledge 
is infinite, who sees ev-
erything in creation, and 
who governs everything 
by His will and word, 
He can and will attend to 
our cry, and will let light 
shine into our hearts. 
Through sincere prayer 
we are brought into con-
nection with the mind of 
the Infinite. We may have 
no remarkable evidence 
at the time that the face 
of our Redeemer is bend-
ing over us in compas-
sion and love, but this is 
even so. We may not feel 
His visible touch, but His 
hand is upon us in love 
and pitying tenderness. 

When we come to ask 
mercy and blessing 
from God we should 
have a spirit of love and 
forgiveness in our own 
hearts. How can we pray, 
“Forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors,” 
and yet indulge an unfor-
giving spirit? Matthew 
6:12. If we expect our 
own prayers to be heard 
we must forgive others 
in the same manner and 
to the same extent as we 
hope to be forgiven. 

Perseverance in prayer 
has been made a condi-
tion of receiving. We 
must pray always if we 
would grow in faith and 
experience. We are to 
be “instant in prayer,” to 
“continue in prayer, and 
watch in the same with 
thanksgiving.” Romans 
12:12; Colossians 4:2. 
Peter exhorts believers to 
be “sober, and watch unto 
prayer.” 1 Peter 4:7. Paul 

directs, “In everything 
by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiv-
ing let your requests be 
made known unto God.” 
Philippians 4:6. “But 
ye, beloved,” says Jude, 
“praying in the Holy 
Ghost, keep yourselves 
in the love of God.” Jude 
20, 21. Unceasing prayer 
is the unbroken union of 
the soul with God, so that 
life from God flows into 
our life; and from our 
life, purity and holiness 
flow back to God. 

There is necessity for dil-
igence in prayer; let noth-
ing hinder you. Make 
every effort to keep open 
the communion between 
Jesus and your own soul. 
Seek every opportunity 
to go where prayer is 
wont to be made. Those 
who are really seeking 
for communion with God 
will be seen in the prayer 
meeting, faithful to do 
their duty and earnest and 
anxious to reap all the 
benefits they can gain. 
They will improve every 
opportunity of placing 
themselves where they 
can receive the rays of 
light from heaven. 

We should pray in the 
family circle, and above 
all we must not neglect 
secret prayer, for this is 
the life of the soul. It is 
impossible for the soul 
to flourish while prayer 
is neglected. Family or 
public prayer alone is 
not sufficient. In solitude 
let the soul be laid open 
to the inspecting eye of 
God. Secret prayer is 
to be heard only by the 
prayer-hearing God. No 
curious ear is to receive 
the burden of such peti-
tions. In secret prayer 
the soul is free from 
surrounding influences, 
free from excitement. 
Calmly, yet fervently, 
will it reach out after 
God. Sweet and abiding 
will be the influence em-
anating from Him who 
seeth in secret, whose ear 
is open to hear the prayer 
arising from the heart. 
By calm, simple faith the 
soul holds communion 
with God and gathers to 
itself rays of divine light 
to strengthen and sustain 

it in the conflict with 
Satan. God is our tower 
of strength. 

Pray in your closet, and 
as you go about your 
daily labor let your heart 
be often uplifted to God. 
It was thus that Enoch 
walked with God. These 
silent prayers rise like 
precious incense be-
fore the throne of grace. 
Satan cannot overcome 
him whose heart is thus 
stayed upon God. 

There is no time or place 
in which it is inappropri-
ate to offer up a petition 
to God. There is nothing 
that can prevent us from 
lifting up our hearts in the 
spirit of earnest prayer. In 
the crowds of the street, 
in the midst of a business 
engagement, we may 
send up a petition to God 
and plead for divine guid-
ance, as did Nehemiah 
when he made his request 
before King Artaxerxes. 
A closet of communion 
may be found wherever 
we are. We should have 
the door of the heart open 
continually and our invi-
tation going up that Jesus 
may come and abide as 
a heavenly guest in the 
soul. 

Although there may be 
a tainted, corrupted at-
mosphere around us, 
we need not breathe its 
miasma, but may live in 
the pure air of heaven. 
We may close every door 
to impure imaginings 
and unholy thoughts by 
lifting the soul into the 
presence of God through 
sincere prayer. Those 
whose hearts are open 
to receive the support 
and blessing of God will 
walk in a holier atmo-
sphere than that of earth 
and will have constant 
communion with heaven. 

We need to have more 
distinct views of Jesus 
and a fuller comprehen-
sion of the value of eter-
nal realities. The beauty 
of holiness is to fill the 
hearts of God’s children; 
and that this may be 

accomplished, we should 
seek for divine disclo-
sures of heavenly things. 

Let the soul be drawn out 
and upward, that God 
may grant us a breath of 
the heavenly atmosphere. 
We may keep so near to 
God that in every unex-
pected trial our thoughts 
will turn to Him as natu-
rally as the flower turns 
to the sun. 

Keep your wants, your 
joys, your sorrows, your 
cares, and your fears 
before God. You cannot 
burden Him; you can-
not weary Him. He who 
numbers the hairs of your 
head is not indifferent to 
the wants of His children. 
“The Lord is very pitiful, 
and of tender mercy.” 
James 5:11. His heart of 
love is touched by our 
sorrows and even by 
our utterances of them. 
Take to Him everything 
that perplexes the mind. 
Nothing is too great for 
Him to bear, for He holds 
up worlds, He rules over 
all the affairs of the uni-
verse. Nothing that in 
any way concerns our 
peace is too small for 
Him to notice. There is 
no chapter in our experi-
ence too dark for Him to 
read; there is no perplex-
ity too difficult for Him 
to unravel. No calam-
ity can befall the least of 
His children, no anxiety 
harass the soul, no joy 
cheer, no sincere prayer 
escape the lips, of which 
our heavenly Father is 
unobservant, or in which 
He takes no immediate 
interest. “He healeth the 
broken in heart, and bin-
deth up their wounds.” 
Psalm 147:3. The rela-
tions between God and 
each soul are as distinct 
and full as though there 
were not another soul 
upon the earth to share 
His watchcare, not an-
other soul for whom He 
gave His beloved Son. 

Jesus said, “Ye shall ask 
in My name: and I say 
not unto you, that I will 
pray the Father for you: 
for the Father Himself 
loveth you.” “I have 

chosen you: ... that what-
soever ye shall ask of the 
Father in My name, He 
may give it you.” John 
16:26, 27; 15:16. But 
to pray in the name of 
Jesus is something more 
than a mere mention of 
that name at the begin-
ning and the ending of 
a prayer. It is to pray in 
the mind and spirit of 
Jesus, while we believe 
His promises, rely upon 
His grace, and work His 
works. 

God does not mean that 
any of us should become 
hermits or monks and 
retire from the world in 
order to devote ourselves 
to acts of worship. The 
life must be like Christ’s 
life—between the moun-
tain and the multitude. 
He who does nothing but 
pray will soon cease to 
pray, or his prayers will 
become a formal routine. 
When men take them-
selves out of social life, 
away from the sphere of 
Christian duty and cross 
bearing; when they cease 
to work earnestly for 
the Master, who worked 
earnestly for them, they 
lose the subject matter 
of prayer and have no in-
centive to devotion. Their 
prayers become personal 
and selfish. They can-
not pray in regard to the 
wants of humanity or the 
upbuilding of Christ’s 
kingdom, pleading for 
strength wherewith to 
work. 

We sustain a loss when 
we neglect the privilege 
of associating together to 
strengthen and encourage 
one another in the service 
of God. The truths of His 
word lose their vividness 
and importance in our 
minds. Our hearts cease 
to be enlightened and 
aroused by their sanctify-
ing influence, and we de-
cline in spirituality. In our 
association as Christians 
we lose much by lack of 
sympathy with one an-
other. He who shuts him-
self up to himself is not 
filling the position that 
God designed he should. 
The proper cultivation 
of the social elements in 
our nature brings us into 
sympathy with others 

and is a means of devel-
opment and strength to 
us in the service of God. 

If Christians would asso-
ciate together, speaking 
to each other of the love 
of God and of the pre-
cious truths of redemp-
tion, their own hearts 
would be refreshed and 
they would refresh one 
another. We may be daily 
learning more of our 
heavenly Father, gain-
ing a fresh experience of 
His grace; then we shall 
desire to speak of His 
love; and as we do this, 
our own hearts will be 
warmed and encouraged. 
If we thought and talked 
more of Jesus, and less of 
self, we should have far 
more of His presence. 

If we would but think of 
God as often as we have 
evidence of His care for 
us we should keep Him 
ever in our thoughts and 
should delight to talk of 
Him and to praise Him. 
We talk of temporal 
things because we have 
an interest in them. We 
talk of our friends be-
cause we love them; our 
joys and our sorrows are 
bound up with them. Yet 
we have infinitely great-
er reason to love God 
than to love our earthly 
friends; it should be the 
most natural thing in the 
world to make Him first 
in all our thoughts, to talk 
of His goodness and tell 
of His power. The rich 
gifts He has bestowed 
upon us were not intend-
ed to absorb our thoughts 
and love so much that 
we should have noth-
ing to give to God; they 
are constantly to remind 
us of Him and to bind 
us in bonds of love and 
gratitude to our heavenly 
Benefactor. We dwell 
too near the lowlands of 
earth. Let us raise our 
eyes to the open door 
of the sanctuary above, 
where the light of the 
glory of God shines in 
the face of Christ, who 
“is able also to save
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PArt Vi – ElECtioN oFFENCES
PART VI – ELECTION 
OFFENCES

101. Intoxicating liquor 
not to be sold or given on 
polling day.

(1) No intoxicating 
liquor shall be sold, offered 
for sale, or given away at 
any premises situate in any 
constituency in which an 
election is being held to 
which a licence issued under 
the Liquor Licence Act, Cap. 
18.21 applies, at any time 
between the opening and 
closing of the poll on polling 
day.

(2) Any person who 
contravenes the provisions 
of this section shall be liable, 
on summary conviction, to a 
fine of one thousand dollars 
or to imprisonment for six 
months.

[Previously section 88. 
Amended by Act 7/1976]

102. Employers to al-
low employees time.

(1) Every employer 
shall, on polling day, allow 
to every voter in his or her 
employ a reasonable period 
for voting, and no employer 
shall make any deduction 
from the pay or other remu-
neration of any such voter or 
impose upon or exact from 
him or her any penalty by 
reason of his or her absence 
during such period.

(2) Any employer 
who, directly or indirectly, 
refuses, or by intimidation, 
undue influence, or in any 
other way, interferes with the 
granting to any voter in his 
or her employ of such period 
for voting, as in this section 
provided, shall, on summary 
conviction, be liable to a 
fine of five thousand dollars 
or to imprisonment for six 
months.

[Previously section 89. 
Amended by Act 9/1986]

103. Offences by elec-
tion officers.

Every election officer who

(a) makes, in any 
record, return or other 

document which he or she is 
required to keep or make un-
der this Act, any entry which 
he or she knows or has rea-
sonable cause to believe to 
be false, or does not believe 
to be true; 

(b) permits any per-
son whom he or she knows 
or has reasonable cause to 
believe not to be a blind 
person, an illiterate person 
or an incapacitated person to 
vote in the manner provided 
for blind persons, illiterate 
persons or incapacitated per-
sons, as the case may be; 

(c) refuses to permit 
any person whom he or she 
knows or has reasonable 
cause to believe to be a blind 
person, an illiterate person 
or an incapacitated person to 
vote in the manner provided 
for blind persons, illiterate 
persons or incapacitated per-
sons, as the case may be; 

(d) wilfully prevents 
any person from voting at the 
polling station at which he or 
she knows or has reasonable 
cause to believe such person 
is entitled to vote; 

(e) wilfully rejects or 
refuses to count any ballot 
paper which he or she knows 
or has reasonable cause to 
believe is validly cast for 
any candidate in accordance 
with the provisions of this 
Act; or

(f) wilfully counts any 
ballot paper as being cast for 
any candidate, which he or 
she knows or has reasonable 
cause to believe was not val-
idly cast for such candidate;

commits an offence against 
this section and, on convic-
tion on indictment, shall be 
liable to be imprisoned for 
a term not exceeding two 
years. 

[Previously section 90]

104. Loudspeakers, en-
signs, banners, etc., prohib-
ited on polling day.

(1) No person shall 
furnish or supply any loud 
speaker, bunting, ensign, 

banner, standard or set of 
colours, or any other flag, to 
any person with intent that 
it shall be carried, worn or 
used on motor cars, trucks 
or other vehicles, as political 
propaganda, on polling day, 
and no person shall, with 
any such intent, carry, wear 
or use, on motor cars, trucks 
or other vehicles, any such 
loud speaker, bunting, en-
sign, banner, standard or set 
of colours, or any other flag, 
on polling day.

(2) No person shall 
furnish or supply any flag, 
ribbon, label or like favour to 
or for any person with intent 
that it be worn or used by 
any person within any con-
stituency on polling day as 
a party badge to distinguish 
the wearer as the supporter 
of any candidate, or of the 
political or other opinions 
entertained or supposed to 
be entertained by such can-
didate, and no person shall 
use or wear any flag, ribbon, 
label or other favour, as such 
badge, within any constitu-
ency on polling day.

(3) Nothing con-
tained in either subsection 
(1) or subsection (2) shall 
be deemed to extend to the 
furnishing or supplying of 
any banner bearing only the 
name of any candidate or 
only such name preceded by 
the words “Vote for” or of 
any rosette or to the use of 
any such banner on any ve-
hicle or of any such rosette.

(4) Any person who 
contravenes any of the provi-
sions of this section shall be 
liable, on summary convic-
tion, to a fine of ten thousand 
dollars or to imprisonment 
for six months.

[Previously section 91. 
Amended by Act 9/1986]

105. Definition of 
bribery.

(1) The following per-
sons shall be deemed guilty 
of bribery within the mean-
ing of this Act:

(a) every person 
who, directly or indirectly, 

by himself or herself or by 
any other person on his or 
her behalf, gives, lends, or 
agrees to give or lend, or of-
fers, promises, or promises 
to procure or to endeavour 
to procure any money or 
valuable consideration to 
or for any voter, or to or for 
any person on behalf of any 
voter, or to or for any other 
person in order to induce any 
voter to vote or refrain from 
voting, or corruptly does any 
such act as aforesaid on ac-
count of any voter having 
voted or refrained from vot-
ing at any election;

(b) every person who 
directly or indirectly, by him-
self or herself or by any other 
person on his or her behalf, 
gives or procures; or agrees 
to give or to procure, or of-
fers, promises, or promises 
to procure or to endeavour 
to procure, any office, place 
or employment to or for any 
voter, or to or for any person 
on behalf of any voter, or to 
or for any other person in 
order to induce such voter to 
vote or refrain from voting, 
or corruptly does any such 
act as aforesaid on account 
of any voter having voted or 
refrained from voting at any 
election;

(c) every person who, 
directly or indirectly, by 
himself or herself or by any 
other person on his or her 
behalf, makes any such gift, 
loan, offer, promise, procure-
ment or agreement as afore-
said to or for any person, in 
order to induce such person 
to procure, or endeavour to 
procure, the return of any 
person as an elected member 
of the National Assembly, or 
the vote of any voter at any 
election;

(d) every person who, 
upon or in consequence of 
any such gift, loan, offer, 
promise, procurement or 
agreement, procures or en-
gages, promises or endeav-
ours to procure the return 
of any person as an elected 
member of the National 
Assembly or the vote of any 
voter at any election;

(e) every person who 

advances or pays or causes 
to be paid, any money to or 
to the use of any other per-
son with the intent that such 
money, or any part thereof, 
shall be expended in brib-
ery at any election, or who 
knowingly pays or causes 
to be paid any money to any 
person in discharge or repay-
ment of any money wholly 
or in part expended in brib-
ery at any such election;

(f) every voter who, 
before or during any elec-
tion, directly or indirectly, 
by himself or herself or by 
any other person on his or 
her behalf, receives, agrees, 
or contracts for any money, 
gift, loan or valuable con-
sideration, office, place, or 
employment for himself or 
herself or for any other per-
son, for voting or agreeing 
to vote, or for refraining or 
agreeing to refrain from vot-
ing at any election;

(g) every person who, 
after any election, directly or 
indirectly, by himself or her-
self or by any other person 
on his or her behalf, receives 
any money or valuable con-
sideration on account of any 
person having voted or re-
frained from voting, or hav-
ing induced any other person 
to vote or refrain from vot-
ing at any such election.

(2) The foregoing pro-
visions of this section shall 
not extend or be construed 
to extend to any money paid 
or agreed to be paid for or 
on account of any legal ex-
penses incurred in good faith 
at or concerning an election.

(3) For the purpose of 
this section, “legal expens-
es” includes

(a) the payment of 
the agents, clerks, can-
vassers and messengers of 
candidates;

(b) payments made 
for the purpose of hiring 
vehicles for the conveyance 
of voters to or from a polling 
station;

(c) payments made 
for the use of any premises 
for a public meeting in fur-
therance of the candidature 

of any person or for the use 
of any committee room or 
office for the purpose of 
promoting or procuring the 
election of a candidate;

(d) payments made in 
respect of postage, statio-
nery, printing, advertising, 
the distribution of advertis-
ing material and the use of 
any public address system. 

[Previously section 92]

106. Definition of 
treating.

The following persons shall 
be deemed guilty of treating 
within the meaning of this 
Act:

(a) every person who 
corruptly, by himself or her-
self or by any other person, 
either before, during or after 
an election, directly or indi-
rectly, gives, or provides or 
pays, wholly or in part, the 
expenses of giving or pro-
viding any food, drink, en-
tertainment or provision to 
or for any person for the pur-
pose of corruptly influenc-
ing that person, or any other 
person, to vote or to refrain 
from voting at such election, 
or on account of such person 
or any other person having 
voted or refrained from vot-
ing at such election;

(b) every voter who 
corruptly accepts or takes 
any such food, drink, enter-
tainment or provision. 

[Previously section 93]

107. Definition of un-
due influence.

Every person who, directly 
or indirectly, by himself 
or herself or by any other 
person on his or her behalf, 
makes use of or threatens to 
make use of any force, vio-
lence, or restraint, or inflicts 
or threatens to inflict, by 
himself or herself or by any 
other person, any temporal 
or spiritual injury, damage, 
harm, or loss upon or against 
any person, in order to in-
duce or compel such person 
to vote or refrain from voting 
or on account of such person 
having voted or refrained 
from voting at any election, 
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or who by abduction, duress 
or any fraudulent contriv-
ance, impedes or prevents 
the free exercise of the fran-
chise of any voter, or thereby 
compels, induces or prevails 
upon any voter either to 
give or refrain from giving 
his or her vote at any elec-
tion, commits the offence of 
undue influence within the 
meaning of this Act. 

[Previously section 94]

.Definition of personation.

Every person who at an 
election applies for a ballot 
paper in the name of another 
person, whether that name 
be the name of a person 
living or dead, or of a ficti-
tious person, or who applies 
for a ballot paper at a time 
when there is upon any of 
his or her digits any mark of 
electoral ink, or who, having 
voted once at any election, 
applies at the same election 
for a ballot paper in his or her 
own name, shall be guilty of 
personation within the mean-
ing of this Act.

[Previously section 95. 
Amended by Act 11/1971]

108. Penalty for bribery, 
treating or undue influence.

Every person who is found 
guilty of bribery, treating or 
undue influence, under the 
provisions of this Act shall, 
on summary conviction 
thereof, be liable to impris-
onment for twelve months 
or a fine of one thousand 
dollars.

[Previously section 96. 
Amended by Act 7/1976]

109 Penalty for 
personation.

Every person who is found 
guilty of personation, or of 
aiding, abetting, counselling 
or procuring the commission 
of the offence of personation, 
shall be liable,

(a) on summary con-
viction, to a fine not exceed-
ing thirty thousand dollars or 
to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding five years;

(b) on conviction on 
indictment, to a fine not ex-
ceeding fifty thousand dol-
lars or to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding five 
years or both.

[Previously section 97. 
Substituted by Act 11/1971 
& amended by Acts  7/1976 
& 2/2008]

110. Disqualification for 
bribery, etc.

Every person who is convict-
ed of bribery, treating, undue 
influence, or personation, or 
of aiding, counselling or pro-
curing the commission of the 
offence of personation shall 
(in addition to any other pun-
ishment) be incapable during 
a period of seven years from 
the date of conviction

(a) of being registered 
as a voter, or of voting at any 
election;

(b) of being elected 
a member of the National 
Assembly or, if elected be-
fore his or her conviction, 
of retaining his or her seat as 
such member. 

[Previously section 98]

111. Penalty for certain 
illegal practices at elections 
etc.

(1) Every person who

(a) votes, or induces or 
procures any person to vote, 
at any election, knowing that 
he or she or such other per-
son is prohibited by this Act, 
or by any law in force in the 
State, from voting at such 
election;

(b) before or during 
an election knowingly pub-
lishes a false statement of the 
withdrawal of a candidate at 
such election for the purpose 
of promoting or procur-
ing the election of another 
candidate;

(c) between the date of 
the publication in the Gazette 
by the returning officer of a 
notice in accordance with 
the provisions of subsection 
(1) of section 59 and the day 
after polling at the election, 
whether in a general elec-
tion or in a by-election, acts 
in a disorderly manner, with 
intent to prevent the trans-
action of the business of a 
public meeting called for 
the purpose of promoting 
the election of a candidate 
as a member to serve in the 
National Assembly;

commits the offence of an 
illegal practice, and shall, 
on summary conviction, be 
liable to a fine of four hun-
dred and eighty dollars and 
be incapable, during a period 
of five years from the date of 
conviction, of being regis-
tered as a voter or of voting 
at any election.

(2) Every person who, 
between the date of the 
publication in the Gazette 
by the returning officer of 
a notice in accordance with 
the provisions of subsection 
(1) of section 59, and the day 
after polling at the election, 
whether in a general election 
or in a by-election, incites, 
combines or conspires with 
others to act in a disorderly 
manner with intent to pre-
vent the transaction of the 
business of a public meeting 
called for the purpose of pro-
moting the election of a can-
didate as a member to serve 
in the National Assembly, 
commits the offence of an 
illegal practice and shall, on 
conviction on indictment, be 
liable to imprisonment for 
two years, and be incapable, 

during a period of five years 
from the date of conviction, 
of being registered as a voter 
or of voting at any election. 

[Previously section 99]

112. Offences in respect 
of ballot papers.

(1) Every person who

(a) forges or counter-
feits, or fraudulently defaces 
or destroys, any ballot paper; 

(b) without due author-
ity supplies a ballot paper to 
any person; 

(c) fraudulently puts 
into any ballot box any paper 
other than the ballot paper 
which he or she is authorised 
by law to put in; 

(d) fraudulently takes 
out of the polling station any 
ballot paper; 

(e) without due author-
ity destroys, takes, opens, or 
otherwise interferes with any 
ballot box or packet of bal-
lot papers then in use for the 
purposes of any election; or

(f) not being duly reg-
istered as a voter, votes at an 
election;

shall be liable, on summary 
conviction, if he or she is an 
election officer, to imprison-
ment for twelve months or to 
a fine of one thousand five 
hundred dollars, and, if he 
or she is any other person, 
to imprisonment for three 
months or to a fine of five 
hundred dollars.

(2) In any information 
or prosecution for an offence 
in relation to the ballot box-
es, ballot papers, and other 
things in use at an election, 
the property in such bal-
lot boxes, ballot papers, or 
things may be stated to be in 
the returning officer at such 
election.

[Previously section 100. 

Amended by Acts 7/1976 
and 9/1986]

113. Offences of elec-
tion perjury.

(1) A candidate for 
nomination who gives false 
information relating to his 
or her citizenship contrary 
to the provisions of section 
59.(6) commits an offence.

(2) A voter who nomi-
nates a candidate for election 
and gives false information 
relating to the citizenship of 
that candidate commits an 
offence.

(3) A candidate who 
commits an offence under 
this section

(a) shall be liable, on 
summary conviction, to a 
fine not exceeding thirty 
thousand dollars or to a term 
of imprisonment not exceed-
ing five years or to both such 
fine and imprisonment; and 

(b) shall not be quali-
fied for a period not exceed-
ing five years following his 
or her conviction or, as the 
case may be, following a re-
port of the court hearing an 
election petition as may be 
so prescribed, to be elected 
or appointed as a member of 
Parliament.

(4) A person who 
nominates a candidate for 
election who commits an 
offence under this section 
shall be liable, on summary 
conviction, to a fine not ex-
ceeding twenty thousand 
dollars or to a term of impris-
onment not exceeding five 
years or to both such fine and 
imprisonment.

[Inserted by Act 16 as sec-
tion 100A. Amended by Act 
17/2009]

114. Infringement of 
secrecy.

(1) Every election offi-
cer and every agent appoint-
ed under the provisions of 
section 69 in attendance at a 
polling station shall maintain 
and aid in maintaining the 
secrecy of the voting in such 
station, and shall not com-
municate except for some 
purpose authorised by law, 
before the poll is closed, to 
any person any information 
as to the name or number on 
the list of voters of any voter 
who has or has not applied 
for a ballot paper or voted at 
that polling station, and no 
person shall interfere with 
or attempt to interfere with 
a voter when marking his 
or her vote or otherwise at-
tempt to obtain in the polling 
station any information as to 
the candidate for whom any 
voter in such station is about 
to vote or has voted.

(2) Every election of-
ficer and every such agent in 
attendance at the counting of 
the votes shall maintain and 
aid in maintaining the secre-
cy of the voting and shall not 
attempt to communicate any 
information obtained at such 
counting as to the candidate 
for whom any vote is given 
in any particular ballot paper.

(3) No person shall, 
directly or indirectly, induce 
any voter to display his or 
her ballot paper after he or 
she has marked it so as to 
make known to any person 
the name of the candidate 
for whom or against whose 
name he or she has so 
marked his or her vote.

(4) Every person who 
acts in contravention of any 
of the provisions of this 
section shall be liable, on 
summary conviction, to im-
prisonment for six months 
or to a fine of seven hundred 
and fifty dollars.
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FORM No. 9. 

DIRECTIONS FOR THE GUIDANCE OF VOTERS. 

1. Each voter may vote only at one polling station and for only one candidate. 

2. Before delivering a ballot paper to a voter who has one or both hands the presiding 
officer will in the presence of the poll clerk and of the agents of the candidates inspect the hands of the 
voter so as to satisfy himself or herself that there does not appear upon the appropriate digit or other 
digit of his or her hands any mark of electoral ink, and if there is any such mark he or she will not 
deliver a ballot paper to the voter. 

[Inserted by Act 11/1971] 

3. The voter will go into one of the compartments and, with the pencil provided in the 
compartment, place a cross on the right hand side, opposite the name of the candidate for whom he or 
she votes, thus X. 

For example:— Supposing John Jones and George Smith are the candidates for election and the voter 
wishes to vote for Jones, he or she must place a cross opposite Jones’ name as follows: 

Jones, John     

Cayon Street. 

Shopkeeper. 
 

X 

Smith, George 

Church Street. 

Carpenter. 
 

 

4. (1) The voter shall then fold the ballot paper so that the initials of the presiding 
officer and the numbers on the counterfoil can be seen and the counterfoil detached without opening 
the ballot paper; he or she shall then return the ballot paper so folded to the presiding officer. 

(2) The presiding officer will satisfy himself or herself that there does not appear 
upon the appropriate or other digit of the hands of the voter any substance which in his or her opinion 
is likely to prevent the adhesion of electoral ink. 

(3) If the voter fails or refuses to immerse the said digit in electoral ink the 
presiding officer will destroy the ballot paper. 

(4) If the voter immerses the said digit in electoral ink the presiding officer will 
then in full view of those present, including the voter, remove the counterfoil and place the ballot paper 
in the ballot box.  

(5) The voter shall then forthwith quit the polling station. 
[Amended by Act 11/1971] 

5. If the voter inadvertently spoils a ballot paper, he or she can return it to the presiding 
officer, who will, if satisfied of such inadvertence, give him or her another paper. 

6. If the voter votes for more than one candidate or places any mark on the paper by which 
he or she may be afterwards identified, his or her ballot paper will be void and will not be counted. 

7. If the voter takes a ballot paper out of the polling station or deposits in the ballot box 
any other paper than the one given him or her by the presiding officer, he or she shall be liable, on 
summary conviction, to imprisonment for three months or to a fine of two hundred and forty dollars. 

 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020NewS Page:31news



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020 NewSPage:32 NewsPage:32



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020NewS Page:33ADVERTISEMENT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020 NewSPage:34 news



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020NewS Page:35news



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020 NewSPage:36 news



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020NewS Page:37news



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020 NewSPage:38 news

CMYK



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020NewS Page:39news

CMYK



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday June 4th, 2020Page:40 Advertisement


