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Bath Hotel After World Heritage Status
By Monique Washington

The Bath Hotel and the 
Bath Stream may soon 
see some enhancement 
as the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
makes attempt to get 
that site designated 
as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

The International 
Council on Monuments 
and Sites (ICOMOS) 
in April said in it’s 
Upstream process for 
the city of Charlestown 
that Charlestown does 
not meet the require-
ments for the inscrip-
tion of the cultural 
properties on the World 
Heritage list. Members 
of the ICOMOS fi rst 
visited in January of this 
year.

Premier of Nevis the 
Hon. Mark Brantley, in 
addressing the media at 
his monthly press con-
ference,  said  though 

Charlestown did not 
get the designation, the 
ICOMOS report did of-
fer a “fl icker” of hope.
“There was a fl icker of 
hope because they seem 
to suggest the Bath Hotel  
site was a site that could 
become a world heri-
tage site . So while we 
were not able to get the 
recommendation for the 
whole of Charlestown 
, within Charlestown 
the Bath Hotel, Bath 
Stream site they thought 
had some value and we 
are looking at that very 
seriously to see how we 
can enhance that,” the 
Premier said.

Continuing Brantley 
said the NIA will be 
looking at the guide-
lines that they have set 
out .

“In fact the cabinet has 
approved a company 
out of North Carolina to 
look at Charlestown and 
to come up with a master 

plan for Charlestown 
that we hope will be 
built up in phases to 
deal with some of the 
concerns,  to make sure 
we have proper walking 
access, proper parking , 
proper green space. We 
will be working on that 

very shortly,” he said.
He added that the NIA 
plans to implement the 
recommendations from 
the ICOMOS as much 
as possible, saying his 
administration did not 
try to keep the fi ndings 

of the ICOMOS from 
the public.

“I want to be very clear 
, that this is no effort on 
the government’s part to 
hide or keep informa-
tion from the public but 
things have to be done 

in a particular way.”
“That assessment had 
to be done then it had to 
go to the relevant minis-
ter. Once that was done 
then I saw no problem 
having the entire report 
released,” he said.
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Riding the Storms
Its June; the official start of the Hurricane season. Not that the hurricanes are 
aware of and respond to the time: we have already had a disturbance, Subtropical 
Storm Alberto, in the Gulf of Mexico.  It has caused damage to mainland USA.
For 2018, a “normal” season is predicted; that is with up to 16 storms predicted, 
of which just about half are expected to develop into hurricanes. The new normal 
is frightening indeed!  We must be concerned for those countries that suffered 
devastation in last years’ storms, especially those which have not yet recovered. 
At the Observer, we consider it our corporate responsibility to help our readers 
prepare for the hurricane season.  Please pay attention.

First, understand the weather reports. Often, it will be reported with reference to 
Puerto Rico, Hispaniola or Antigua & Barbuda; or in latitude and longitude co-
ordinates, and many persons do not quite understand.

St Kitts & Nevis is located at 17° 20° North latitude of the equator and 62° 40° 
West of the longitude prime meridian.  These are the two lines (the equator & the 
prime meridian) which divide the world into 4 quarters. For us, the important part 
is the 17 and the 62.  Any time you hear a storm is LESS than 17°N and 62°W, 
it is heading towards us.  Hurricanes usually move from south to north and from 
east to west. If the weather report uses Puerto Rico as a reference point, bear in 
mind that Puerto Rico is 18° 15°North, and 66° 30°West of us, and is about 240 
miles away.  Hispaniola is in the same direction (19°N 71°W) but further away at 
about 400 miles.  Antigua is a mere 60 miles away and, at 17° N & 61° 48°W is 
almost due east but slightly south of us.  You may often hear distances quoted in 
kilometres instead of the miles that you are accustomed to. A kilometre is slightly 
more than half a mile.  Thus, a storm that is 200 km away is just 120 miles away 
and may be closer than you think.

The Government will issue watches and warnings. The former means that danger-
ous weather is approaching, so pay attention and stock up on essential items.  A 
warning means – and this is a direct quote from the internet - “don’t even think 
about leaving your house/business/school wherever because it’s not safe to go 
outside. If you’re traveling when a WARNING is issued, you need to not try to 
fight the storm, but instead find a place to hang out until the worst of it is over.  
Associate a watch with keeping an eye on things.  Warning has an ‘I’ which can 
stand for ‘imminent’ or ‘is’ happening right now”.  Many employers outline a 
policy which requires movement during a watch. Be guided. 

Don’t go gawking. Obey evacuation orders. It is not fair to put the lives of emer-
gency workers in jeopardy to rescue persons who willfully and deliberately ig-
nore orders.

Finally, pray.  Pray fervently and earnestly for our continued deliverance and for 
strength for those who have to forbear.
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Where Justice Is Dispensed In 
An Unusual Way: Bite By Bite

TRAVEL by Eric Mac-
kenzie Lamb 

About ten years ago, I 
decided to make a motor-
cycle trip from Southern 
California to Guatemala. 
With just over a month 
in which to complete 
a round trip, there was 
no reason to hurry, with 
plenty of time to explore 
Mexico’s more remote 
areas on the way. 

And there were many. 
And each, as I was 
about to discover, often 
had its own distinctive 
culture and traditional 
way of life-which, 
largely due to its iso-
lation and scant num-
bers of visitors from 
the so called outside 
world- had remained 
virtually unchanged 
through generations. 
This was truly the hid-
den Mexico which few 
people-even native 
Mexicans themselves-
knew little or virtually 
nothing about. 

After crossing the U.S 
border into the sprawl-
ing city of Tijuana, I 
continued south along 
the country’s main 
federal highway for 
about three hundred 
miles. The further  I 
drove, the more rug-
ged the surrounding 
mountains became. 
However, not long be-
fore sunset, I decided 
to find a small  hotel 
for the night. I would 
have been foolish to ig-
nore multiple warnings 
from fellow motorcy-
clists about the inher-
ent dangers of driving 
through the country’s 
remote areas after dark 
and becoming an easy 
target for roadside ban-
didos.  Better safe 
than sorry, I reminded 
myself.

 The following morn-
ing, after finishing 
breakfast,  I had a very 
interesting conversa-
tion with the friendly 
hotel manager. He 

graciously provided 
me with a map. After 
I told him that I was 
interested in getting 
off the beaten track, he 
suggested that I turn 
west, into the country’s 
mountainous interior, 
at a certain highway 
junction about fifty 
miles to the south. 

“It’s not a very good 
road”, he warned me, 
pointing to the corre-
sponding spot on the 
map. “Mostly unpaved 
with a lot of twists and 
turns. But the scenery 
is magnificent. I’m sure 
that, with your riding 
experience, you and 
your BMW can handle 
it.”

 He traced his finger 
along the road’s numer-
ous hairpin bends, then 
stopped at a small red 
symbol.

 “Here is a place I think 
you would find very 
in teres t ing-Pueblo 
Desconocido.  That 
means Unknown 
Village in English. If 
you leave now, you 
should make it there 
by sunset. But make 
sure that you first fill up 
with gas, maybe even 
carry a spare jerrycan. 
There are no stations 
along the way.”

“Are there any hotels?” 
I asked him.

“No, Senor. Only 

guest rooms in private 
homes. The village 
is very small, maybe 
only a hundred inhabit-
ants. If you can’t find 
something, they will 
give you a room for 
the night in the local 
church. No se preo-
cupe. Don’t worry.”

As I soon realized, 
the hotel manager had 
been right when he’d 
described the condition 
of the road. In places, I 
had to navigate  around 
patches of loose gravel 
as well as trying to 
avoid  frequent holes 
and trenches. On some 
stretches, I didn’t dare 
turn my head sideways 
for fear of seeing the 
dizzying drop offs, 
made even more fright-
ening by the fact that 
there wasn’t a guard 
rail anywhere along 
the road. No houses, no 
road signs, no people, 
not even a single wild 
burro.  

It took me almost four 
and a half hours from 
where I’d turned off 
the main highway to 
cover a distance of less 
than seventy miles. 
Just as the hotel man-
ager had predicted, the 
scenery was absolutely 
breathtaking: rugged 
rock-strewn hills, riv-
erbeds winding like 
snakes through deep 
ravines,  the occasional 
pine forests in more 
sheltered areas. The 

longer I drove, the cold-
er the temperature be-
came. Glancing at my 
bike’s altimeter, I saw 
that I’d already reached 
4,677 feet above sea 
level and the road was 
still climbing.  By the 
time I finally arrived 
at Pueblo Escondido, I 
was actually shivering.

The village itself 
was small and utterly 
charming, with simple 
traditional architecture, 
cobblestoned streets, 
and narrow alleyways. 
The  only building of 
any significant size 
was the whitewashed 
church whose design 
obviously dated from 
Spanish colonial times. 
Tethered to a railing 
outside a busy local 
cantina were several 
horses wearing or-
nate saddles, a scene 
which reminded me of 
a wild west setting in a 
movie.  Several of the 
cantinas’s patrons gave 
me a friendly wave and 
a thumbs up sign as I 
passed by on the mo-
torcycle. It was evident 
that outside visitors to 
Pueblo Escondido were 
a rarity, an event which 
the village’s inhabitants 
took keen notice of.

Just as the hotel manag-
er had predicted, I had 
no difficulty in finding a 
room for the night. The 
price included a simple 
but delicious dinner, as 
well as breakfast, all 

prepared by the fami-
ly’s grandmother using 
locally grown ingredi-
ents. To my surprise, 
Rafael, an affable local 
farmer and the head of 
the household, spoke 
almost fluent English. 
He’d worked for sev-
eral years in California 
as a fruit picker, he ex-
plained, which is where 
he’d learned the lan-
guage.  But, apart from 
a son who was a doctor 
and currently living in 
Costa Rica, few other 
family members had 
ever traveled outside 
this region, let alone 
to the rest of Mexico 
itself. We exchanged 
many stories that eve-
ning, punctuated by 
almost unceasing of-
ferings of home made 
tequila, until, finally, I 
couldn’t keep my eyes 
open any longer, po-
litely excused myself, 
and literally staggered 
to bed.

Early next morning, I 
was awakened by the 
prolonged ringing of 
church bells. I found 
this a little surprising 
as it was only seven 
o’clock, and on a 
Saturday morning. 
When I mentioned this 
to the family at the 
breakfast table, Rafael 
explained that a special 
event was scheduled to 
be held in the village 
main square later that 
morning. Almost ev-
ery villager, he added, 

young and old alike, 
would be in attendance.

“A wedding?” I asked. 
Naively, as it turned 
out.

Rafael shook his head 
with a solemn ex-
pression. “No, Senor. 
Unfortunately, not such 
a happy occasion. It is 
a castigo publico”. 

“Sorry, but I’m 
not sure that I un-
derstand. Castigo-
doesn’t that mean 
punishment?”

Rafael nodded. “It’s 
an old tradition in our 
village”, he explained, 
then fell silent for a mo-
ment. It was obvious 
that he wasn’t all that 
keen to offer a precise 
explanation, especially 
to a stranger; but, as I’d 
already posed the ques-
tion, he had no choice. 

He lowered his voice. 
“Someone in our vil-
lage was caught steal-
ing”, he continued. 
“To which he has 
confessed.”

“So what will happen 
to him now?”

“The thief has a choice. 
Either he can accept our 
traditional punishment 
and be forgiven. Or, he 
can choose to be taken 
to the nearest police 
station-which is almost 
fifty miles away-and 
officially charged with 
theft. After that, the 
law will take its own 
course and our village 
will have no further 
involvement. In this 
case, the accused per-
son has chosen the first 
option.” He shrugged. 
“However, not every-
one does. Some prefer 
jail time.”

“I still don’t quite 
understand. What ex-
actly is the punishment 

CONT’D ON PAGE 12
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Immigration and Police to be separated
By Loshaun Dixon

The Immigration 
Department will be 
separated from the po-
lice force within months 
according to the Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of National Security Dr 
Timothy Harris.

Multiple administra-
tions, over the years,  
have been called upon 
to separate the two enti-
ties so the police can fo-
cus on individual matter 
and the immigration 
department cans focus 
solely on immigration.

Calls for the separation 
have been escalated in 
recent weeks following 
the recent apprehension 
of a wanted Jamaican in 
Antigua who had been 
in the Federation for 
three months prior to 
going to Antigua from 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

Police High command 

indicated that the want 
man was not fl agged 
in their immigrations 
system.

At his most recent 
monthly press con-
ference Dr. Harris 
disclosed that his ad-
ministration is commit-
ted to the separation. 
“Immigration to be 

separated from police 
and defi antly it will hap-
pen no later than July,” 
Dr. Harris said

Dr. Harris indicated 
that by July there 
will have a new head 
of the Immigration 
Department that will 
allow for more focused 
attention to matters of 

immigration and also 
would a allow for the 
Commissioner of Police 
who carries that dual 
responsibility to focus 
primarily on issues of 
policing. ”The immi-
gration department then 
will have someone who 
gives their 100 percent 
of his or her atten-
tion on all matters on 

immigration on collabo-
ration and so on will be 
under the purview of 
that person.

“Equally then the po-
lice will be dealing with 
the policing aspect and 
law enforcement which 
is their primary and 
principle responsibil-
ity. That is a work in 
progress and that will 
come,” Harris explained

One of the major pro-
ponents of the sepa-
ration was former 
Commissioner of Police 
Austin Williams who 
had made calls to em-
ploy ordinary citizens 
to staff the Immigration 
Department as opposed 
to using police offi cers 
due to the lack of man 
power in the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police force.

Mr. Williams told the 
Observer in an interview 
previously that while 
creating a department 

independent of the po-
lice force may be more 
effi cient he said laws 
may have already been 
passed to separate the 
department from the po-
lice force but arrange-
ments to fully enact it 
have been moving at 
snail’s pace.

“The regulation has 
been passed already to 
separate immigration 
from police but things 
move so slowly here 
that is the problem. That 
regulation has been in 
place for more than fi ve 
years and no steps have 
been made towards it,” 
he added.

Police have been slowly 
employing civilians as 
immigration offi cers 
and Williams had called 
for having civilians to 
fully run the department 
and the removal of po-
lice offi cers and have 
them serve in other ar-
eas of the police force.
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Community Police Visit 
Nevis High Schools 

By Monique Washington 

A team of seven of-
fi cers from the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force 
Community Policing 
visited the two pub-
lic  high schools in 
Nevis as part of its 
mandate to speak to stu-
dents on different issues 
plaguing youth.
The Observer spoke 
with Constable Lauston 
Percival on Wednesday 
(May 30) who noted the 
Community Police of-
fi cers have visited and 
have  spoken to students 
in all the schools in the 
Federation on differ-
ent issues, whether its 
crime issues, school is-
sues, bullying or home 
issues.
He said the Community 

Policing Division con-
sists of 10 offi cers head-
ed by Inspector Joseph 
Isles. “But, every of-
fi cer should be involved 
community policing.” 

He added that every 
day they would  vis-
it schools or youth 
group’s or churches 
and many times walk 
through in the different 

communities on both 
islands and speak to the 
villagers.
On Wednesday the offi c-
ers spoke to the students 

about manners and re-
spect. They also told the 
students how important it 
was to prepare for exams 
to ensure good grades. 
The students were able 
to ask the offi cers ques-
tions and were able to 
discuss issues they might 
be facing.
Percival explained 
what community polic-
ing is and how it has 
changed over the years. 
“Community policing 
has always been around. 
But what we are now 
seeing is that the com-
munity no longer trust 
the police.  Their trust 
has been eroded.  We 
also want to bring it back 
and make the police and 
the community one. That 
is why we are doing this. 
We want to let the chil-
dren know that police are 
friends. We are people 
who are supposed to be 

loved and not hated,” he 
said.
Continuing he said that 
too often parents threaten 
bad behaving children 
with a phone call to the 
police.
“We want to change from 
that and have the children 
look at us as somebody 
they can call at anytime 
whether if it is just to see 
a friendly face or if the 
need any help anything 
whatsoever it may not 
be police-wise but any 
problem that we can help 
with they can always call 
on us,” he said. 
Percival said that in the 
near future they are look-
ing forward to meeting 
and speaking with par-
ents from the different 
communities about the 
problems their children 
might be facing.
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Child’s Month 
Offi cially 

Opens
By Monique Washington 

‘Children’s health, safety 
and security, our priority’ 
is the theme for Child’s 
Months, which offi cially 
begins Friday June 1 and  
features 30 days of vari-
ous family activities.

On Thursday the 
Observer spoke with 
Education Offi cer 
Florence Smithen who 
noted the reasoning be-
hind the theme. “Each 
year the steering commit-
tee sits down and looks 
at our priority areas and 
where we need to work 
on. 

“Throughout the year 
and beyond United 
Nations Children’s 
Emergency Fund 
UNICEF has said, for 
every child early mo-
ments matter. One of 
the focuses was on chil-
dren’s rights and usu-
ally for children’s rights 
we look at their health, 
their safety and their 
protection. Looking at 
children’s rights, which 
is our priority area, 
we came up with that 
theme,” she said.

She said that as adults 
the responsibility lies 
with us. “It doesn’t 
matter the  colour that 
child’s skin is, whether 
the child is poor or 
comes from a family 
that might have special 
challenges, each child 
right is important and 
each child safety, health 
and security is our 
priority”.

Smithen said that in 
the Federation a ‘child’ 
is anyone from  birth 
to eight years old but 
“our major focus has 
been on birth to fi ve-
years-old  because the 
fi ve-year-olds to eight-
year-olds are in the pri-
mary schools,” she said. 

Continuing she said 

that child month is cel-
ebrated in St Kitts and 
Nevis in June while 
other islands celebrate 
child month at differ-
ent times throughout 
the year. Both islands 
normally have similar 
activities at the same 
time during the month 
and both islands support 
each other. 

Smithen revealed the 
calendar of events:

June 2 - Church ser-
vice at the Charlestown 
Seven Day Adventist 
Church and New Castle 
SDA church

June 3- Schools will 
choose which churches 
they wish to attend

June 8- Children’s street 
parade 

June 14- Concert 
dubbed ‘Little Delegates 
Enactment Concert’ 
which will be held at the 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Centre, NEPAC at 5 pm

June 20-  Kids Athletic 
Day at the Elquemedo 
T. Willett Park 

June 28 -Training for 
the Early Childhood 
Development  workers

June 28 – Parade in St 
Kitts 

She noted that this 
year the colour for the 
Child’s Month t-shirt 
will be Kelly green. She 
said during the parade 
June 8,the children will 
depict different aspect 
of the theme. 

“This not just the gov-
ernment priority, every-
body has to do their part. 
Parents, teacher ,care 
givers, government 
and  private sectors. We 
all have to work togeth-
er to ensure our chil-
dren’s health, safety and 
protection is the main 
thing,” Smithen said.
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NEMA Urges Prepa ration for 
2018 Hurricane Season

By Loshaun Dixon

The 2018 hurricane 
season set to begin 
this weekend and the 
National Emergency 
Management Agency 
(NEMA) has called on 
the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis to be pre-
pared following last 
season’s disasters in the 
region. 

Deputy National 
Disaster Coordinator 
Claricia Langley-
Stevens reminded that 
there are persons still 
not yet recovered from 
Irma and Maria and 
there is still a lot of 
work to do.

She added that NEMA 
stands ready to respond 
to anything from a trop-
ical storm, to beyond a 
category fi ve hurricane. 

“We are trying our best 
to not just say we are 
preparing for June 1, 
but as a disaster offi ce 
we have the awesome 
responsibility of be-
ing prepared for all 12 
months of the year and 
continue that cycle all 
over again.”

Langley-Stevens also 
said the hurricanes 
which affected the 
Federation and the rest 
of region served as ex-
amples that such storms 
can offer up surprises 
that may be diffi cult to 
predict.

“Let me just remind 
us that Maria was sup-
posed to impact us as a 
category two high, and 
Irma was supposed to 
impact us as a category 
three high and overnight 
we all know what hap-
pened. They went from 

twos and threes and 
jumped straight to cat-
egory fi ve and beyond 
the scope of what would 
make a category fi ve. 
“Now that says some-
thing to us, that we can 
prepare but sometimes 
you are preparing for 
one thing and something 
else happens. I think that 
our preparedness initia-
tives are usually, pre-
pare for the worst and 
expect the best, we were 
prepared for the worst 
and our worst was not 
as bad as Dominica or 
Barbuda,” the Disaster 
Coordinator explained.

She indicated that it was 
diffi cult to convince the 
public to take the fi rst 
storm seriously, but their 
job got easier for the sec-
ond storm 11 days later. 
“I think for us on St Kitts 
a lot of us became very 

relaxed with the fact that 
we wouldn’t be impacted 
for a while with a really 
strong hurricane and so 
the work of the agency 
became a lot when we 
had to convince people 
that the storm is coming 
and you really need to do 
enough to prepare.” She 
continued, “The lessons 

that came out of Irma 
within the short few 
days was reality enough 
for persons to engage. 
When the second hur-
ricane was announced 
by the Met offi ce and 
we would be impacted 
by some measure, we 
didn’t have to do much 
at all because persons 

became very aware and 
alert and they just mobi-
lized and it made things 
a lot easier for us.”

The Deputy National 
Disaster Coordinator 
disclosed that they were 
also caught off guard 
by the length of hurri-
cane Maria. “One of the 
things we didn’t bank on 
was the fact that the sec-
ond storm would be such 
a lengthy rain storm be-
cause it came with a lot 
of rain and it lasted for 
an unusually long time.”

Though the 2018 hurri-
cane season doesn’t of-
fi cially start until Friday 
the fi rst named stormed 
has already been formed 
with Tropical Storm 
Alberto developing in 
the Gulf of Mexico and 
affecting parts of the 
USA and Cuba.
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Judge Examines Douglas Passport, 
Postpones Hearing to Mid June

By Loshaun Dixon

Whether or not for-
mer Federation Prime 
Minister Dr. Denzil 
Douglas will be booted 
out of Parliament won’t 
be decided at least until 
mid June. 

The hearing for  Dr. 
Douglas and the row sur-
rounding his Dominican 
diplomatic passport has 
been adjourned until June 
15.

The Attorney General the 
Hon. Vincent Byron Jr. is 
seeking to have the court 
determine if the now 
Leader of the Opposition 
is disqualifi ed from par-
liament for having a dip-
lomatic passport from  
Dominica.

Counsel for Dr. Douglas 
Anthony Astaphan SC 
spoke in court Wednesday 
and sought to convince 
Justice Trevor Warde that 
there ought to be an ex-
pert witness on the case. 

However, counsel rep-
resenting the applicants 
Douglas Mendes QC 
argued the court is a 
common forum and 
there was no need for 

expert evidence in the 
case. Mendes added that 
the court just has to apply 
the law of St. Kitts and 
Nevis in the case.

Speaking after the 
proceedings Attorney 
General Byron explained 
the Wednesday morning 
proceedings. “This morn-
ing the judge heard an ap-
plication by Dr. Douglas’ 
council to allow expert 
evidence to be used in 

relation to Dominica law. 

“As it pertains to the ques-
tion of whether the use of 
the Dominica passport 
that we have asked the 
court whether he is in vio-
lation of our constitution, 
that he has by his own act 
show allegiance - or is 
under allegiance or obedi-
ence to a foreign state. 

“This is section 31 of our 
constitution says that if 

this is so that the Member 
of Parliament should va-
cate his seat, and we are 
asking the court to deter-
mine whether that is so.”

He then explained the 
arguments that his coun-
sel was making at the 
High Court sitting “His 
lawyers have asked that 
they should be able to use 
somebody who is versed 
in the interpretation of 
Dominica law to assist 

the court. 

“The argument put forth 
by my counsel, was that 
a judge of the high court, 
is a judge of the Eastern 
Caribbean Supreme 
Court and therefore ap-
pointed by the Judicial 
and Legal Commission 
and is a judge of all of 
the states of the Eastern 
Caribbean, St. Kitts and 
Nevis and Dominica 
included, and so the 
judge can be appointed 
to Dominica just as he 
can be appointed here 
in St. Kitts and Nevis. If 
he sits in Dominica, he 
would determine what 
the Dominica law is.

He indicated that his 
legal team believes that 
the interpretation of 
Dominican law is   not 
necessary. “As our law-
yer has put it there is a 
common forum, a com-
munal forum where all of 
the states in the Eastern 
Caribbean have similar 
judges who interpret the 
law in each island, and so 
we think that this is not 
necessary.”

Astaphan speaking with 
members of the media 
explained their side of 
the arguments. “Well the 
issue is whether or not 

under the circumstances 
under which Dr. Douglas 
got the passport has led 
to a disqualifi cation un-
der St. Kitts law. 

“Our position is sim-
ple, that this is going 
to require the court to 
make a determination 
of Dominica’s law on 
a number of issues, in-
cluded citizenship, statu-
tory requirement and 
obligations and oaths 
for passports ordinary or 
otherwise, and that we 
can not simply rely on 
the common law or law-
yers merely citing stat-
utes made by a sovereign 
parliament in St. Kitts, 
and more particularly, as 
previously the courts in 
St. Kitts were obliged to 
take extraterritorial ju-
risdiction of laws in the 
commonwealth,”he said.

He explained the jurisdic-
tion would have included 
Dominica, but that was 
repealed. “We are con-
cerned about the effects 
of that repeal. Does it 
mean that the judge can 
no longer merely say that 
I’m part of the Eastern 
Caribbean Supreme 
Court and therefore I can 
take notice or judicial 
notice when the statutory 
authority that gives him 
that has been repealed? 
In the fi nal analysis, it is 
for the judge to decide.”

Astaphan noted that his 
team was happy with 
how the entire proceed-
ings unfolded. “This is 
one of those very rare 
cases where even if 
things didn’t go our way 
we would not be disap-
pointed, because are fully 
confi dent with our un-
derstanding of what the 
Dominica law is; the cir-
cumstances under which 
the passport was given 
and, in fact, essentially 
the Attorney General’s 
case was promised 
initially on citizenship. 
Which the letter from 
the Foreign Ministry of 
Dominica has complete-
ly debunked.”
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CLASSIFIEDS  C
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  E

Vacancy

New Cut Barber Shop

looking for one 
hairdresser

Contact # 669-4902

Land For Sale

20959 Square Feet 
Land Nugents Heights

Tel: 760 9482 
or 663-6296

Vacancy

Flagkah Yis BaberShop

Need One Barber

Tel: 663-3635

Vacancy

At Cocoa Baricia     
One Sale Person with 
4 years experience 
contact: 869765131

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Sara E Yate Rodriquez

Now residing in Low Street  in the 
town or Village of Charlestown, Nevis 
do hereby give you notice

That it is my intention to apply on 
Twenth-fifth Day Of May 2018 next to 
the District Magistrate

At Charlestown  for a Beer Licence in 
respect of my Premises in Low Street 
in  Charlestown 

Dated this 25th day of May, 2018.

Signed: Sara Yate Rodriguez

Estate For Sale

100 + acres seaside 
next to Stockpen estate 
Email:dbmhsuccess 
1963@hotmail.com 
or Call 869 665 5833

Vacancy

Experience      
Carpenter                 
Tel: 663-6296 
or 764-7189

Vacancy 
URGENT 
HIRING!                                                 
All Around 
Maintenance And 
GardenerTen to five 
years experience of 
following: Plumbing, 
Electricals, Masonry, 
Carpentry, Mechanic, 
Gardening, Heavy 
Equipment, Operator, 
Interested Qualified 
Applicants  Please 
Call: 663-1628

Vacancy

Green Valley Produce 
Mobile Delivery 
Needs Farmer 
Tel: 668-0612

Charlestown Primary 
Wins Family Book Feud

By Monique Washington 

The Charlestown 
Primary School has 
been named the 2018 
Warner’s One Stop 
Family Book Feud 
Champions  in defeat-
ing eight other schools 
on the island.

The competition was 
held on May 26 at the 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Centre after  being 
postponed a week and 
held under the theme: 
‘Investing in Quality 
Education: Empowering 
the Nation.’

The nine schools that 
participated were the 

Charlestown Secondary 
School represented 
by the Saxena family-
Shilpika and Tammay, 

St. Thomas’ 
Primary  represented by 

the Rodriguez family-
Herman and Nangilo, 
Joycelyn 

Liburd Primary School 
represented by the 
Challenger family-
Charming and Keniyo, 

Montessori Academy 
represented by 
the  Gatewood-Skeete 
family-Anthony and 
Josiah, 

Charlestown Primary 
represented by the 
France/Budgeon family-
Mauricia and Rudelicia, 

St.James’ Primary rep-
resented by the Daniel-
Gajor family-Antonette 
and Alyssa, 

Ivor Walters Primary rep-
resented by the  Hanley 
family-Colette and 
N’Kosanae, 

Gingerland Secondary 
represented by the 

Leitch family-Grace and 
Haphaney 

 Elizabeth Pemberton 
Primary represented by 
the Lawrence/Powell 
family-Shoya and 
Romigio Jr.

Participants were ques-
tioned on five topics 
which were fictional 
stories, bible stories, 
Nevisian history with a 
focus on sports icons, 
science with a focus on 
natural disasters with 
all information locally 
gathered by the Nevis 
Disaster Management 
Department,  and nursery 
rhythms. Each round par-
ticipants answered two 
questions. 

The competition was stiff 
as everyone’s goal was to 
win a tablet,, a weekend 
at Mount Nevis Hotel and 
have a year of bragging 
rights. But at the end of 
the night the Charlestown 

Primary School gained 
a perfect score and 
was named champion. 
Second place went to the 
Joycely Liburd Primary 
School who won a week-
end stay at Oualie Beach 
Hotel. Third was the Ivor 
Walters Primary with a 
stay at a local hotel.

All of the participants 
received a back pack 
filled with school sup-
plies complements of 
the Nevis Association 
of South Florida; a 
trophy-complements of 
Warner’s one stop; a gift 
for each parent; a cash 
prize for each school.

According to the Library 
Coordinator at the 
Department of Education 
Londa Browne the main 
focus is of the competi-
tion was “to get families 
reading together and 
spending time with each 
other.”

Forecasters predict a near or 
above-normal 2018 Atlantic 

Hurricane season.  Get 
ready and be prepared. 

For your free quotation on 
our Rolling, Accordion, Panel 

or Bahamian Shutters. Ask 
about our payment plan.

Call us at Conquering Storm 
Shutters at 1 (869)764-7189 

or 

1 (869) 663-6296
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Good Governance Principles 
Removes SKN from Blacklist 

By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts and Nevis’ com-
mitment to good gover-
nance principles has led 
to the Federation being 
removed from European 
Union’s (EU) blacklist 
as a non-cooperative 

jurisdiction.

St. Kitts and Nevis 
along with several other 
Caribbean states were 
placed on the blacklist 
in March, but now has 
been removed and added 
to what is popularly 
known as the grey list. 
The de-listing of St. Kitts 

and Nevis as well as the 
Bahamas took effect on 
Friday, May 25th, 2018.

In a statement the SKN 
Federal Government 
indicated the Economic 
and Financial Affairs 
(ECOFIN) Council’s 
Code of Conduct Group 
on Business Taxation, the 

working group responsi-
ble for the listing process 
decided that St. Kitts and 
Nevis should be moved 
from Annex I to Annex II 
(de-listed).

Annex I is the EU’s list 
of non-cooperative juris-
dictions for tax purposes, 
while Annex II comprises 

jurisdictions that have 
made commitments to 
implement tax good gov-
ernance principles.

The communique stated: 
St. Kitts and Nevis has 
committed to amend the 
relevant legislation to ad-
dress the EU’s concerns 
regarding preferential tax 
regimes by the end of 
December 2018. 

“The Federation remains 
committed to the imple-
mentation of the various 
international standards 
and has exhibited its 
commitment by join-
ing the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation 
and Development’s 
(OECD’s) Inclusive 
Framework on Base 
Erosion and Profi t 
Sharing (BEPS).  

The BEPS Inclusive 
Framework comprises 
over 100 jurisdictions 
that are collaborating on 
the implementation of the 
OECD/G20 anti-BEPS 
Package.  The Package 
aims to tackle BEPS 
practices, which refer to 
tax avoidance strategies 
that involve artifi cially 
shifting profi ts to low- or 
no-tax locations.”

It further stated that the 
Federation has signed 
the OECD Multilateral 
Convention on Mutual 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Assistance in Tax Matters.  
“Prime Minister the Hon. 
Dr. Timothy Harris signed 
the Convention and de-
posited the Instrument 

of Ratifi cation with the 
OECD at its headquarters 
in Paris, France on August 
25th, 2016.”

It also disclosed that 
St. Kitts and Nevis also 
signed the Multilateral 
Competent Authority 
Agreement to facilitate 
the automatic exchange 
of fi nancial account infor-
mation in accordance with 
the Common Reporting 
Standard (CRS).  

“The Federation is a mem-
ber of The Global Forum 
on Transparency and 
Exchange of Information 
for Tax Purposes – the 
premier international 
body that ensures the 
implementation of the 
international standards 
on tax transparency – 
and is deemed by it to be 
“Largely Compliant.”

Blacklisted jurisdictions 
could face reputational 
damage and stricter con-
trols on their fi nancial 
transactions with the EU, 
although no sanctions 
have been agreed by 
member states yet.

Those who are on the 
grey list could be moved 
to the blacklist if they 
do not honour their 
commitments.

The so called EU Blacklist 
is an attempt by Europe to 
pressure nations world-
wide offering tax havens 
and high interest bank ac-
counts to EU nationals to 
publicly list those people.
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MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
Leadership & Innovation, Logistics & 
Supply Chain Management, Marketing 
& Sales, Project Management • Option 
to earn both an MBA and MBM in 24 
months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 

Apple iPad 

Mini 4 

(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office:

No. 1 

in the UK 
for Value-added

(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma

Specialisms: Finance, Hospitality, HRM and Marketing 

BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)

BA Sales Management (Top-up) 

BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)

PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

The Edinburgh Doctorate 

in Business Administration 

(DBA) Regional workshops conducted by 

Edinburgh Faculty

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science

MSc Construction Project

 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  

 Engineering

MSc Health and Social Care

here for stealing?”

Rafael shook his head. “I’m sor-
ry, Senor. I cannot be more specifi c. 
However, if you really want an an-
swer to your question, there is noth-
ing to prevent you from witnessing 
that which will take place. It will 
be in the main square, just in front 
of the church, at ten o’clock this 
morning. But please know that it is 
strictly forbidden to take any photo-
graphs or videos. No cameras or cell 
phones are allowed. Any found will 
be confi scated.”
By the time I arrived at the village 
square, a large crowd was already in 
place. There was little doubt, from 
what I could see, that practically 
everyone in the village was present, 
just as Rafael had said. What also 
got my attention was the fact that, 
for such a large group of people, 
there was an almost eerie silence. If 
there were any conversations, they 
took place in whispers. Obviously, 
whatever  was about to take place 

was a very serious occasion.

Just then, the church bells rang 
again. But this time, only for three 
clangs. The crowd silently parted a 
few feet to the left or right, and that’s 
when I fi rst saw the frocked priest 
making his way down from the 
church steps. Immediately behind 
him walked three other men, all in 
single fi le.  One of them, a middle 
aged man with a dark mustache and 

unkempt hair, kept his head bowed 
and never glanced up. I guessed-cor-
rectly, as it turned out-that this was 
the accused himself.

What happened next seemed to take 
place in coordinated slow motion. 
The priest stopped in the center of 
the square and turned to face the ac-
cused. He then opened a Bible and 
read aloud a passage which, from 
what little I could hear or under-
stand , had to do with sin and God’s 
forgiveness.

When the priest had fi nished his ad-
monition, the accused was given a 
three legged stool to sit on. A second 
man, evidently also a church mem-
ber, then handed him a small object 
which, from my vantage point, I 
couldn’t make out clearly.

As the crowd watched in total si-
lence, the accused man put the ob-
ject to his mouth, closed his eyes, 
and bit into it. Within seconds, his 
body began to tremble as if he’d 
just experienced a stroke. He gasped 
and moaned, swaying from side to 
side, but still continued to bite into 

the object until he fi nally fell off the 
stool and lay writhing helplessly on 
the ground.

It was all over in less than two min-
utes. The priest and his two follow-
ers gently took hold of the man, now 
exonerated but hardly able to walk, 
and slowly led him back toward the 
church. The crowd quickly dispersed 
until I was the only person left in the 
square. That’s when the church bells 
started to ring again, this time in joy-
ful celebration.

Unable to resist my sense of curios-
ity, I walked over to where the ac-
cused had been sitting. And saw this 
on the ground.

It was at that moment when I real-
ized there was a whole other  mean-
ing to the word hellfi re. I’m also 
certain that, even to this day,  petty 
crime in Pueblo Escondido is virtu-
ally nonexistent.

And since that day, I’ve never been 
able to bring myself to touch another 
Mexican hot pepper. 

Where Justice Is Dispensed In An 
Unusual Way: Bite By Bite Cont’d

CONT’D FROM PAGE 3
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Teen Killed 
in Home 
Invasion 

Blood Bath

A home invasion in 
the Taylors community 
by four masked men 
quickly turned into cold 
blooded murder as the 
group began shooting 
the three teenagers en-
joying a quiet evening 
inside.  

It was about 8 p.m. 
Wednesday when the 
group entered the home. 
Witnesses claim more 
than a dozen shots were 
fi red ,
As  17-year-old Jamoy 
Stapleton ran from the 
house he was shot sev-
eral times and killed, 
while a 15-year-old 
male juvenile received 
several gunshot wounds 
to his body. A  female,  
Antonia Estrada, 19, 
was shot in her left 
elbow. 

Stapleton was dead 
at the scene. Police 
said the surviving pair 
were transported to 
J.N.F. Hospital by the 

Emergency Medical 
Service. The 15-year-
old is listed in critical 
but stable condition.

The three were students 
at Basseterre High 
School. 

Technicians from the 
Forensic Services 
Department processed 
the scene and items of 
evidential value were 
collected.

Police investigation into 
the matter is ongoing. 
At this time no suspects 
have been arrested or 
named and no motive 
has been given. This 
is the 12th Federation 
murder in fi ve months 
of 2018.

Persons with informa-
tion regarding this in-
cident are urged to call 
any Police Station or 
the Violent Crimes Unit 
at 467-1887, 467-1888, 
662-3468.
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From the Supervisor of Elections. 
Issue 57: History then and now

Mia Mottley made history in Barbados 
on 24th May 2018 when she achieved 
a triple: fi rst woman Prime Minister, 
fi rst person to ever win that many 
votes in a constituency, and fi rst 
political leader whose party com-
pletely swept the polls.  Reportedly, 
Ms Mottley won 4,553 of 5223 of 
the votes or 87.2% of the votes cast.  
Even as Ms Mottley was making his-
tory, outgoing Prime Minister Stewart 
was also making history by being the 
only incumbent whose party lost ev-
ery seat, and who went from “hero to 

zero”.   

The above achievements prompted 
me to look again at our history, and to 
highlight some signifi cant – if not fi rst 
ever – events in our political history. 
If we are to go by the absolute number 
of votes, then Hon Eugene Hamilton 
holds that record. In 2010, he amassed 
2,017 votes or 50% of the votes cast 
(but only won by 31 votes).  Dwyer 
Astaphan was a consistent performer 
– he actually got 2,011 of 3,540 votes 
in the 2000 election (56.8%).  Sir 
Kennedy Simmonds, Hon Marcella 
Liburd and Asim Martin would gain 
honourable mentions.  It must be not-
ed, though, that these feats are easier 
to achieve in the large constituencies 
like #2, #8 and #9.
Margins of victory may comfort those 
who receive overwhelming mandates; 
they may alert marginal winners that 
they have work to do, or spur the loser 
into Court challenges. However they 
are interpreted, they are unimportant 
in the scheme of things.  The popular 
vote can be a misleading statistic and 

is immaterial in the formation of a 
government in this fi rst-past-the-post 
system that we employ here, where 
each constituency is an “island” unto 
itself.
The record of National Hero, Sir 
Kennedy helps bear out this point.  In 
the 1975 election, he lost with 39% of 
the votes cast or 28% of all possible 
voters.  In 1980, he won with 51.4% 
of the votes cast (& 41.3% of all con-
stituency voters).  In 1984, he won 
again with a bigger margin – 58.8% 
& 46.3%, respectively - then declined 
in 1993 to 49.1% & 30.6% but was 
still the winner.   In 1995 he lost with 
46.2% of the votes cast and 32.3% of 
the constituency voters.  

Perhaps it is statistics such as these 
that undergird the majoritarian two 
round system of electioneering. For 
example, in Australia, a candidate 
cannot be declared a winner unless 
a certain percentage of the vote is 
achieved.  Online research indicates 
that in Ecuador, a candidate in the 
presidential election is declared the 
winner only if he/she receives 40% of 

the vote and is 10% ahead of the near-
est rival; and in Argentina, it is (45% 
plus 10% ahead). Perhaps that will be 
too complicated and too expensive 
for us, and certainly too divisive.
In our history, we have had some 
close elections too. In 1989, 8 votes 
separated the candidates in Nevis 10; 
in 1993, 10 votes separated the candi-
dates in St Christopher 5; the differ-
ence was 12 in 2000 in Nevis 9 and 
only 4 in 2015 in St Christopher 1.  
The fl ip side of this is that there are 
garrison constituencies where the 
temptation is great to move voters 
into marginal seats in order to bolster 
candidate chances.  Some of that was 
discovered recently.

That is why the Registration Offi cers 
and indeed the Electoral Offi ce are as 
vigilant as they are. 

 Remember our aim is one man, one 
vote, in the right place and fairness to 
all.
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Pm Harris Congratulates Barbados’ 
First Female Prime Minister, The 

Honourable Mia Mottley, Qc
(Press Unit in the Offi ce 
of the Prime Minister) 

The Prime Minister of 
St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr. 
the Honourable Timothy 

Harris, joined his fellow 
CARICOM Heads of 
Government in congrat-
ulating the Honourable 
Mia Mottley QC on be-
ing appointed the Prime 
Minister of Barbados, 

making her Barbados’ 
fi rst female head of 
government.  

Prime Minister Mottley 
assumed leadership 
of the country after 

the Barbados Labour 
Party (BLP) which 
she leads, recorded 
a crushing landslide 
victory in the general 
elections on Thursday, 
May 24, winning all 

30 seats, and unseating 
the Democratic Labour 
Party (DLP), headed by 
Freundel Stuart. 

In an offi cial letter, dated 
May 25, 2018, Prime 
Minister Harris ex-
tended warm words of 
congratulations to Prime 
Minister Mottley on her 
historic victory, noting, 
“I am confi dent you will 
serve with diligence and 
tenacity.”

Prime Minister Harris 
highlighted that gain-
ing all 30 seats, which 
is unprecedented in 
Barbados’ electoral his-
tory, is no simple feat. 

“It speaks to your ster-
ling leadership and 
ability to inspire the 
members of your party, 
and indeed the people of 
Barbados,” he said.

He continued, “I am 

confi dent that your vast 
experience in public ser-
vice, and your commit-
ment to the sustainable 
development of your 
country and the wider 
region, will provide a 
solid platform to deliver 
sterling service to the 
people of Barbados as 
you chart a new devel-
opment course, return-
ing your proud country 
to its halcyon days of 
economic prosperity.”

My Government “looks 
forward to working with 
you bilaterally, region-
ally and globally, as we 
tackle the issues which 
threaten to stymie our 
collective growth and 
development,” Prime 
Minister Harris said. 

The Honourable Mia 
Mottley was sworn 
in as Barbados’ eight 
prime minister on 
Friday, May 25.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Maalaxmi Inc is seeking a Sales 
Supervisor with at least 3 years 

Experience for souvenir Store.  
Spanish speaking skill will be an as-

set. Please send application 

to  Building #6 Unit # 6, Port 
Zante, Basseterre, St. Kitts.
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Premier - 10 years, it was a 
commitment he made

By Monique Washington 

The Premier of 
Nevis the Hon. Mark 
Brantley  has expressed 
that there is nothing 
wrong with a comment 
the Prime Minister the 
Hon. Dr Timothy Harris 
made about serving the 
people of the nation for 
10 years. He explained 
it was  just one of 
the  commitments Team 
Unity made before tak-
ing offi ce.
Brantley was address-
ing the media Tuesday 
(May 29) during his 
monthly press confer-
ence and noted that that 
the Prime Minister will 
have two term tenure 
providing Team Unity 
wins the next election.

The question from a 
media personal came 
after Dr. Harris, dur-
ing an open forum in 

Tabernacle, said that he 
will be giving the peo-
ple 10 years of service.

Team Unity, which is an 
alliance of the three ma-
jor parties in St Kitts and 
Nevis,  was launched in 
2013. Amongst their 
many pledges to the 
people of the country, 
was one which is to im-
plement term limits for 
the Prime Minister.

“This is a departure of 
what was. Because cer-
tainly prior to him we 
had a Prime Minister 
for 20 years and prior 
to him we had one for 
12 years. The truth is, 
this is his commitment 
that Unity said. So he is 
saying that he will do 10 
years. 

“I see nothing wrong 
with that. It is consist-
ent with the position 
that Unity had. Certain 
tenets that we agreed 

to and that were one of 
them. Any one individ-
ual will not be allowed 
to go beyond two terms 
which is 10 years,” he 
said.

The two term policy is 
currently a Party policy.  
But in February of this 
year during  a Nation 

Assembly sitting there 
was First reading  of 
Constitution of St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
tenure of offi ce of Prime 
Minister Amendment 
Bill 2018”which en-
deavours to limit any 
one person two terms 
as Prime Minister . 
The bill in short reads:  

“A person who is ap-
pointed Prime Minister 
under the Constitution 
shall, subject to subsec-
tion (2) of this section, 
hold offi ce for a term 
of fi ve years”; and “A 
person shall not be ap-
pointed to hold offi ce 
as Prime Minister for 
more than two terms 

as prescribed by this 
section.”

If team Unity is  re-
elected for a third term 
the current Deputy 
Prime Minister, the 
Hon. Shawn Richards 
will take the helm as 
Prime Minister.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Isher Singh Inc is seeking a Sales 
Supervisor with at least 3 years 

Experience for souvenir Store.  
Spanish speaking skill will be an as-

set. Please send application 

to  soulctg72@yahoo.com or P O 
Box 1259, Basseterre, St. Kitts.
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By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Cultural 
Complex will receive a  
$500,000 upgrade to the 
seating, stage roof, and 
cosmetics to the vendors 
booth ahead of the 2018 
Culturama season.

This year’s Culturama 
will be held from July 
26 to August 7 under 
the theme Fete, Food, 
Folklore, Culturama 44. 
Chairman for Culturama 
44 Abonaty Liburd said 
this past week the wood-
en seating at the complex 
would have been installed 
in 1999. “We have decid-
ed to replace the wooden 
seats with concrete; the 
concrete seats that are 

here is still standing from 
when the complex was 
built in 1983,” he said.  
Contractor hired for the 
seating at the complex  is 
Elijah Hull- Browne.  The 
roof that is covering the 
front of the complex main 
stage will also have some 
repairs. Along with the 
roof the vendor’s booths 
will have some cosmetic 
work done. According to 
Liburd the last hurricanes 
in 2017 damaged the 
roofs of the booths, “so 
we will be replacing roofs 
over the concrete booths 
and will also be doing 
some cosmetic works 
on the booths as well.” 
Contactor for booths 
is Steadroy “Gargoo” 
Pemberton. According to 
Liburd, all work should 

be completed by the sec-
ond week in June while 
the fi rst schedule event 
which is to be held at 
the complex during the 
Culturama season will not 
be until July 29. Premier 
of Nevis the Hon. Mark 
Brantley noted during 
his press conference that 
“the whole idea is to cre-
ate a better environment 
when they (patrons) come 
so that they can enjoy 
the Culturama festivity”. 
Just last year $1.7 mil-
lion was spent ahead of 
the Culturama season on 
upgrades to the Cultural 
Village. 

Ten container booths for 
local merchants were 
added,  the stage was en-
hanced and enlarged and 

bathrooms were upgraded 
and installed both near the 
stage and the entrance. 

A police command point 
was installed on the sec-
ond level of the container 
booths in order to give 
offi cers a view of the 
entire village from their 
outpost. The entrance 
courtyard was upgraded 
and landscaping projects 
were added throughout 
the village.

Meantime Liburd in-
formed the Observer 
that after the Culturama 
season, the old booths 
at the Complex will be 
demolished to make way 
for  new, updated booths 
for the vendors.

Cultural 
Complex 
to Receive 
Costly 
Upgrading
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PM Harris says Nevis’ unique tourism is a 
blessing to the national tourism product

(PLP PR Media Inc.)

Premier of Nevis and 
Minister of Tourism 
in the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
the Hon Mark Brantley 
had the distinct plea-
sure to host Governor 
General His Excellency 
Sir Tapley Seaton, 
GCMG, CVO, QC, JP, 
and Prime Minister Dr the 
Hon Timothy Harris on 
Saturday May 26 at the 
prestigious Four Seasons 
Resort in Nevis.

The occasion was the 
hosting of the glamour-
ous annual NIA Ministry 
of Tourism’s Tourism 
Awards Gala and Dance, 
the fi rst since he assumed 
island’s leadership. 
Political Leader of the 
Nevis-based Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
(CCM), one of the three 
parties in the ruling Team 

Unity Administration, 
Hon Brantley also holds 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Aviation 
portfolios in the Federal 
Cabinet.

Prime Minister Harris 
stated that the event, 
which was held under the 
patronage of Mr Theodore 
Kelly, accentuated the 

reality that Nevis holds 
a special place not only 
in the Federation’s tour-
ism landscape but in the 
entire Caribbean, and 
was pleased that under 
Tourism Minister, and 
also Premier, the Hon 
Mark Brantley, the is-
land’s tourism prod-
uct was moving from 
strength to strength. 

“Bath Hotel was the fi rst 
hotel in the Caribbean, 
which opened in 1778,” 
observed Prime Minister 
Harris. “The island was 
again in the limelight 
when the Four Seasons 
Resort opened in 1990 
as the most prestigious 
tourism entity in the 
Caribbean. Tonight 
signature event goes a 
long way to show that 
by honouring the mov-
ers and shakers of the 
island’s thriving tour-
ism economy that the 
Government in Nevis 
wishes to maintain that 
unique position.”

Dr Harris, who later 
met with the featured 
speaker Mr Colin 
James, Chief Executive 
Offi cer of the Antigua 
and Barbuda Tourism 
Authority, and some of 
the night’s awardees, 
added: “The Federation 

has now reached the 
important milestone as 
we host over a million 
cruise tourists in a year. 
As we push for more 
land based tourism num-
bers with the coming on 
stream several interna-
tionally acclaimed brand 
name hotels on St. Kitts, 
the Nevis tourism prod-
uct is certainly a boon to 
our overall effort.”  

The gala, which was 
held under the theme 
‘Eat Well, Live Well, Be 
Well’, was also attended 
by the Acting Deputy 
Governor General for 
Nevis Her Honour 
Mrs Marjorie Morton, 
President of the Nevis 
Island Assembly the 
Hon Farrel Smithen, 
Senior Minister in the 
Federal Government and 
immediate past Premier 
of Nevis the Hon Vance 
Amory, and Mrs Vernie 

Amory. Others were 
the Deputy Premier the 
Hon Alexis Jeffers, NIA 
Cabinet Ministers the 
Hon Eric Evelyn and 
the Hon Spencer Brand, 
and Acting PS in the 
Ministry of Tourism in 
Nevis, Mr John Hanley.

Awards distributed 
were Hotel Manager 
of the Year (Mr Olsen 
Maynard), Hotel of the 
Year (Golden Rock Inn), 
Tourism Employee of the 
Year (Ms Stacy Parris), 
Best Nevisian Culinary 
Experience (Ms Esmie 
Parris - Esmie’s Sunrise 
Bar and Superette), 
Long Service in the 
Hospitality Sector (Ms 
Roslyn Jeffers), Tourism 
Entrepreneurship Award 
(Mr Randy Jeffers), Taxi 
Operator of the Year 
(Mr John Prentice), and 
Tourism Partner of the 
Year (Rams Nevis Ltd).

 Prime Minister Harris (left) with Taxi Operator of 
the Year, Mr John Prentice.
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Barbados Bowls Off 
To Start The Digicel 

Youth Cricket Series

Digicel and the Hero 
Caribbean Premier 
League (CPL) joined 
the St. Michael School 
at Desmond Haynes 
Oval in Barbados to 
launch their regional 
tour for the Digicel 
Youth Cricket Series. 
As the winner of the 
digital voting campaign 
in Barbados, the school 
had a one day session 
with Barbadian native 
and Barbados Tridents 
bowler, Jason Holder 
and Digicel Youth 
Cricket Series Head 
Coach, Vasbert Drakes.

“Digicel has worked 
with athletes for al-
most as long as we’ve 
been in existence. We 
believe in sports as a 
positive outlet for youth 
and we work to provide 
opportunities for them 
to become the sporting 
stars of the future.  The 
Digicel Youth Cricket 
Series is one such pro-
gramme that offers chil-
dren access to the best 
players and coaches 
that CPL has to offer”, 
said Tari Lovell, Group 
Sponsorship Manager 
for Digicel. As a past 

student of St. Michael 
School, Holder was 
proud to pass on some 
of his knowledge to the 
current students. “I am 
pleased with the turnout 
of students today and 
being able to be a part 
of a program such as 
this that will hopefully 
produce some bright 
sparks. I also want to 
thank Digicel for host-
ing this program and for 
showing their support 
and sponsorship.”

The Digicel Youth 
Cricket Series will 
continue in the fi ve re-
maining CPL countries 
– Jamaica, St. Lucia, St. 
Kitts & Nevis, Trinidad 
& Tobago and Guyana 
– and will feature a lo-
cal CPL player and 
coach working with the 
winning schools. The 
development of future 
West Indian cricketers 
through the youth se-
ries helps to ensure the 
longevity and sustain-
ability of the sport in the 
region.

Coach Drakes said of 
the session with the stu-
dents, “I am happy to be 

here and to be a part of 
this programme to share 
knowledge and create 
a fun and learning en-
vironment and being 
able to give back to the 
community.”

Digicel and the CPL 
have had a long-stand-
ing partnership and over 
the years have worked 
together to create ‘the 
biggest party in sport’; 
the carnival atmosphere 
of the CPL has made the 
game approachable and 
exciting for many and 
draws in fans from all 
over the world to watch 
the games each year, 
either in the stadium, 
on television or through 
digital media.

Digicel has also played 
a fundamental role in 
bringing CPL to a wider 
audience through their 
mobile, social and tele-
vision platforms across 
the region. Fans of the 
game can download 
PlayGo for free and 
tune into the dedicated 
CPL channel to watch 
live coverage of the 
2018 tournament and 
past CPL games.

Youth cricketers from St. Michael School in Barbados practice their drills at 
the fi rst staging of the 2018 Digicel Youth Cricket Series. The series continues 

across the region over the next two months.
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Premier Brantley announces three 
new appointments in the NIA

NIA

Premier of Nevis Hon. 
Mark Brantley an-
nounced three new ap-
pointments in the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA), when he con-
vened his monthly Press 
Conference at Pinney’s 
Estate on May 29, 2018.

Two of the three new ap-
pointments took effect in 
May and the other which 

takes effect in June 2018 
are at the Nevis Electricity 
Company Limited 
(NEVLEC) Board of 
Directors, the Nevis Air 
and Sea Ports Authority 
(NASPA) Board of 
Directors and the Nevis 
Cultural Development 
Foundation (NCDF).

“Mr. Stedmond Tross, our 
Cabinet Secretary, has 
been selected as the new 
Chairperson of NEVLEC 
[as of Monday May 14, 

2018]...We had a chair-
person before who had 
resigned and so Mr. Tross 
has accepted to chair 
NEVLEC initially for a 
two-year period...It’s a 
very important institution 
and certainly we hope and 
wish Mr. Tross a success-
ful tenure.

“He is no stranger to busi-
ness. He was of course at 
[Royal Bank of Trinidad 
and Tobago] RBTT for 
many years as manager 

and he is someone who is 
well known in the com-
munity and we think that 
he brings value to the 
Board of NEVLEC,” he 
said.

Of the second appoint-
ment which took effect 
from May 21, 2018, Mr. 
Brantley announced 
that retired Assistant 
Commissioner of Police 
Joseph Liburd would 
fill the Chairmanship 
position of the NASPA 

Board of Directors.

“We thank Mr. Liburd 
for being willing to 
serve and we thank all 
board members who 
have come forward and 
have indicated their 
willingness to serve,” 
he said.

The third announcement 
was that of Mr. Cory 
Tyson who will join the 
NCDF in the Ministry 
of Culture headed by 

Hon. Eric Evelyn. “Mr. 
Cory Tyson, whom we 
all know, a musical 
maestro, he will now 
be taking over as music 
instructor in our schools 
and at the community 
level as of June 5th.

“We welcome Mr. 
Tyson to the Nevis 
Island Administration 
and to working un-
der the supervision of 
Minister Eric Evelyn,” 
he said.

Mr. Cory TysonMr. Joseph Liburd Mr. Stedmond Tross
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