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By Loshaun Dixon 

Threats made against the 
life of a high court judge 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
have been condemned by 
numerous parties within 
the Federation, yet taken 
seriously enough to pro-
vide the jurist in question 
with extra security.

The threats were made to 
High Court Judge Justice 
Eddie Ventose who re-
cently ruled in a matter 
calling for lawyers turned 
politicians Lindsay Grant 
and Jonel Powell to ap-
pear before a disciplinary 
tribunal regarding a mis-
appropriation of funds by 
the parties.

The threats appeared on 
social media last week 
and received widespread 
condemnation start-
ing with the Federal 
Government which in-
dicated the police are 
investigating the matter. 

The threats were made 
from apparent fake 
profile named ‘Mable 
Richards’ who posted, 
“Tell that Judge name 
Vent-something that this 
is not Barbados. That re-
tired begging time labour 
woman police cannot 
shoot. Continue your f---- 
and practice politics from 
the bench. Mable will not 
stand by and allow you 
to attack this government 
without merit. We can 
punch back.”

The profile later posted 
an article with judges that 
were killed in office with 
the caption, “He won’t be 
the first.”

“It has come to our atten-
tion that a serious threat 
has recently been made 
against His Lordship 
Professor Eddie Ventose, 
Resident High Court 
Judge of the Eastern 
Caribbean Supreme 
Court. This threat was 
levied from a fake pro-
file on social media. This 
matter has been referred 
to the police who are 
presently carrying out an 
investigation,” a govern-
ment statement read.

The Government said it 
takes the matter “very se-
riously” and “condemns 
unequivocally” this type 
of action and any other 
activity that threatens the 
well-being, safety and se-
curity of members of the 
judiciary. “We believe 
in the just application of 
the rule of law and the 
consistent promotion of 
peace, order and good 
governance within this 
federation and those who 
seek to breach the same 
would be prosecuted to 
the full extent of the law.”

The Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley also re-
leased a similar statement 
condemning any attacks 
and threats directed at 
the Judiciary. “We must 
recognize that there are 
legally prescribed pro-
cesses available to deal 
with dissatisfaction with 
the decisions made by 
our Courts and that we 
must at all times main-
tain the integrity of our 
Judiciary.”

He continued, “Let us 
not forget that the Courts 
are where we all turn to 

for justice. The Court 
stands squarely on the 
ramparts to protect the 
rights of each and every 
citizen of our country. In 
a mature democracy such 
as St Kitts and Nevis 
there is no room for any 
threats against any mem-
ber of the Judiciary. This 
type of behaviour is ex-
tremely dangerous. It is 
alien to our country and 
we must all condemn it 
unreservedly.”

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Bar Association also 
strongly condemned at-
tacks on the judiciary 
noting its independence 
is a fundamental pillar of 
a democratic society and 
must not be allowed to be 
compromised in any way 
by baseless and unwar-
ranted threats.

“While members of the 
public are entitled to ex-
press their views, they 
must do so lawfully and 
responsibly. We urge 
persons to exhibit respect 
at all times for the office 
of the honourable judge. 
Personal attacks on a 
judge are completely 
unacceptable and unwar-
ranted, regardless of the 
circumstances. If a party 
is dissatisfied with the 
ruling of a judge the judi-
cial process provides an 
avenue to challenge such 
ruling.” 

The Bar Association not-
ed they have learnt that 
Judge Ventose had been 
given additional secu-
rity. “Whatever security 
measures are required to 

guarantee the safety of 
the judge must be imple-
mented by the relevant 
authorities as a matter of 
priority.”

They also urged po-
litical leaders to lead by 
example and encourage 
supporters to be “civil, 
respectful and respon-
sible in their discourse at 

all times.”

Leader of the Opposition 
Dr. Denzil Douglas also 
called out the act, noting 
that he was shocked and 
dismayed by the inci-
dents.  “Over the last few 
days, even after appeals 
to cease such offensive 
and irresponsible behav-
iour by the St Kitts and 

Nevis Bar Association, 
the life threats have con-
tinued and have become 
even more vulgar and 
explicit.” 

He added that such acts 
should have no place in 
the political discourse of 
St. Kitts and Nevis. 

Threats to Judge gets  
widespread  

condemnation
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CORONA VIRUS:  
Steps to Prevent Illness

There is currently no 
vaccine to prevent coro-
navirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19).

The best way to prevent 
illness is to avoid being 
exposed to this virus.

The virus is thought 
to spread mainly from 
person-to-person.

Between people who are 
in close contact with one 
another (within about 6 
feet).

Through respiratory 
droplets produced when 
an infected person 
coughs or sneezes.

These droplets can land 
in the mouths or noses of 
people who are nearby or 
possibly be inhaled into 
the lungs.

Older adults and people 
who have severe under-
lying chronic medical 
conditions like heart or 
lung disease or diabe-
tes seem to be at higher 
risk for developing more 
serious complications 
from COVID-19 illness. 
Please consult with your 
health care provider 
about additional steps 
you may be able to take 
to protect yourself.

Take steps to protect 
yourself

Clean your hands often

Wash your hands often 
with soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds es-
pecially after you have 
been in a public place, or 
after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing.

If soap and water are 
not readily available, 
use a hand sanitizer that 

contains at least 60% al-
cohol. Cover all surfaces 
of your hands and rub 
them together until they 
feel dry.

Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and mouth 
with unwashed hands.

Avoid close contact

Avoid close contact with 
people who are sick

Put distance between 
yourself and other people 
if COVID-19 is spread-
ing in your community. 
This is especially impor-
tant for people who are 
at higher risk of getting 
very sick.

Take steps to protect 
others

Stay home if you’re sick

Stay home if you are 
sick, except to get medi-
cal care. Learn what to 
do if you are sick.

Cover coughs and 
sneezes

Cover your mouth and 
nose with a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze or 
use the inside of your 
elbow.

Throw used tissues in the 
trash.

Immediately wash your 
hands with soap and wa-
ter for at least 20 seconds. 
If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean 
your hands with a hand 
sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol.

Wear a facemask if you 
are sick

If you are sick:  You 
should wear a facemask 

when you are around 
other people (e.g., shar-
ing a room or vehicle) 
and before you enter a 
healthcare provider’s of-
fice. If you are not able to 
wear a facemask (for ex-
ample, because it causes 
trouble breathing), then 
you should do your best 
to cover your coughs and 
sneezes, and people who 
are caring for you should 
wear a facemask if they 
enter your room. Learn 
what to do if you are sick.

If you are NOT sick: 
You do not need to wear 
a facemask unless you 
are caring for someone 
who is sick (and they are 
not able to wear a face-
mask). Facemasks may 
be in short supply and 
they should be saved for 
caregivers.

Clean and disinfect

Clean AND disinfect 
frequently touched sur-
faces daily. This includes 
tables, doorknobs, light 
switches, countertops, 
handles, desks, phones, 
keyboards, toilets, fau-
cets, and sinks.

If surfaces are dirty, clean 
them: Use detergent or 
soap and water prior to 
disinfection.

To disinfect:

Most common EPA-
registered household dis-
infectants will work. Use 
disinfectants appropriate 
for the surface.

Options include:

Diluting your household 
bleach.

To make a bleach solu-
tion, mix:

5 tablespoons (1/3rd 
cup) bleach per gallon of 
water

OR

4 teaspoons bleach per 
quart of water

Follow manufacturer’s 
instructions for applica-
tion and proper ventila-
tion. Check to ensure the 
product is not past its ex-
piration date. Never mix 
household bleach with 
ammonia or any other 
cleanser. Unexpired 
household bleach will be 

effective against corona-
viruses when properly 
diluted.

Alcohol solutions.

Ensure solution has at 
least 70% alcohol.

Other common EPA-
registered household 
disinfectants.

Products with EPA-
approved emerging viral 
pathogens pdf icon[7 
pages]external icon 
claims are expected 
to be effective against 

COVID-19 based on data 
for harder to kill viruses. 
Follow the manufac-
turer’s instructions for all 
cleaning and disinfection 
products (e.g., concentra-
tion, application method 
and contact time, etc.).

Content source: National 
Center for Immunization 
and Respiratory Diseases 
(NCIRD), Division of 
Viral Diseases

https://www.cdc.gov/
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Legality vs Tradition 

EDITORIAl

By 0930 hours, the Supervisor of Elections (SoE) confirmed what every-

body expected: that Mrs. Stapleton-Simmonds of the Nevis Reformation 
Party had defended the seat that was gifted to her by Joseph Parry.  The 

SoE did so in one fluid presentation that lasted less than 10 minutes.

That presentation of the results in one single announcement generated 

more discussion than the election itself. Those who wished to parse and 

analyze, extrapolate and pontificate were flabbergasted, and alleged breach 
of transparency. Others were pleased that there was no angst about the 

presentation. The debate rages as to the best way to announce election 

results.

The Observer searched the legislation in an effort to determine whether 

there was any breach of the legislation or whether it was merely a de-

parture from tradition.  Our research revealed that there was no illegal-

ity, merely a break of tradition. In fact, the legislation does not require 

any radio/television announcement; it is simply the way it has been done 

historically. The legal requirement is for the SoE to report the results to the 

Governor General.

The entire scenario calls into question the way we do things. Why is it and 

how is it that we, with, 11 seats, have 24 hour elections while others with 

more seats than ours complete their process within 18 hours?  The answer 

lies in the way the count is handled. In other jurisdictions, the ballots are 

counted where they are cast before being transported to a central count-

ing station. The count at the point of casting generates a PRELIMINARY 
count subject to finalization.   Here, the ballots are transported before they 
are counted, and are to be counted by the Returning Officer, BUT, by a re-

cent amendment to the law,  a Presiding Officer can be assigned to assist.

So what can we expect for the general election? We will be bold and pre-

dict that a full announcement of results will be made; and that there will 

be several announcements rather that a single statement.  In other words, 

there will be a return to normalcy.

Attorney General of 
St. Kitts and Nevis, the 
Honourable Vincent 
Byron, called on all 
people to respect the 
judiciary during a town 
hall meeting held at the 
Challengers Community 
Center Tuesday amidst 
threats on social media 
towards His Lordship 
Professor Eddie Ventose, 
Resident High Court 
Judge of the Eastern 
Caribbean Supreme 
Court.

“(St. Kitts and Nevis is 
built on a system of laws 
and) we are very proud 
that the Government and 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis are ranked num-
ber one in the OECS for 
the Rule of Law and the 
Rule of Law is one in 

which we obey the laws 
and those who sit on tri-
bunals to oversee those 
laws,” he said.

The issue arose from a 
fake profile on social 
media.

“It is most unfortunate 
that a fake profile posting 
on the social media has 
made what can be inter-
preted as threats against 
the judge of the High 
Court,” he said. “This 
is unacceptable and we 
will call on all of our 
citizens to rally to sup-
port the judiciary and the 
government.”

“The idea that we can 
openly want to attack a 
judge demeans all of us,” 
he added. “We have to 

respect the judiciary.”

The Attorney General 
said if someone is dis-
satisfied with the ruling 
of the court, the recourse 
that is in place is to go to 
another court and appeal, 
adding the country’s 
protection against any 
breach of an individual’s 
rights lies with the court.

“We must rally and sup-
port our judiciary,” said 
the attorney general. “If 
there is an issue, with 
the judiciary, we appeal. 
That is what the Rule 
of Law is, and I want to 
put on record that the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis supports the 
judiciary in our country 
and it must be that we 
adhere to that.”

Attorney General  
Calls for Respect of the 

Judiciary
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The government also issued a travel advisory 
encouraging people traveling to and from 

these destinations within the last 14 days not 
to travel to St. Kitts and Nevis warning those 

who do travel from these destinations will be 
subject to screening 

Cruise Ship visiting SKN turned 
away last week

By Loshaun Dixon

A cruise liner which had been to a Coronavirus 
‘hotspot’ was not allowed to disembark its passen-
gers at Port Zante last week after health authorities 
deemed the risk too great.

The cruise ship MV Costa Magica docked at Port 
Zante on March 4, 2020 but the passengers on board 
were not allowed to disembark the vessel. 

“The risk to the Federation was considered high, 
based on their history of travel. Out of an abundance 
of caution – and with the health of our citizens and 

residents being given the highest priority - a decision 
was made not to grant permission to disembark,” the 
Ministry of Health said in a statement.
The Costa Magica had also been turned away from 
Tobago and Barbados, which cited similar reasons.

The cruise ship had 2307 passengers on board, which 
included 417 Italians who boarded the vessel between 
February 28 and March 6, and 962 crew members.
The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis announced last 
week that any and all incoming passengers who have 
travelled to or from any of the following countries 

within the last 14 days will be asked to provide travel 
history, history of exposure to the virus and contact 
information. The countries were: China, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, South Korea, Italy, Japan and Iran.

The government also issued a travel advisory en-
couraging people traveling to and from these destina-
tions within the last 14 days not to travel to St. Kitts 
and Nevis warning those who do travel from these 
destinations will be subject to screening at the ports 
of entry and may be monitored by the public health 
team or quarantined at home or at a designated facil-
ity based on risk assessment.

The Federation of St. Kitts & Nevis reserves the right 
to deny entry to any non-Nationals who have visited 
the countries listed above within the incubation pe-
riod of 14 days. Nationals and/or residents who have 
visited those countries within the 14-day incubation 
period will be required to go through the established 
screening process.

Last week Minister of Health Senator Wendy Phipps 
said the Council for Human and Social Development 
at CARICOM agreed to work on a common posi-
tion as it relates to traveling guidelines and minimum 
standards. 

The cruise ship MV Costa Magica docked at Port Zante on March 4, 2020 
but the passengers on board were not allowed to disembark the vessel. 
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Green House 
Dominates at 
Cayon High 
School Sports

“I see some promising 
athletes ahead.”

By Petra Mc Sheene

The Edgar Gilbert 
Sporting Complex in 
Monlineaux came alive 
March 8th as Cayon High 
School hosted its annual 
sports meet which had 

four houses Red, Blue, 
Green and Gold compet-
ing for the coveted title of 
Sports Meet Champions 
for 2020.

Even though Red House 
received the most points 

on Sports Day, it was 
Green House that was 
named the overall win-
ners of heats and pre-
sports added to the 
equation with a total 
of 838 1/4 points. Blue 
House was second with 

a total of 796 1/3 points; 
Red House was third 
with a total of 778 1/3 
points and bringing up 
the rear was Gold House 
with an overall total of 
472 5/6 points. 

But, Red House was 
named winners of the 
Sports Day Battle of the 
Houses.

The Victrix Ludorum 
of the Sports Day was 
Teshelle Browne of Blue 
House with a total of 31 
points and the Victor 
Ludorum was Victor 
Rondell Williams of 
Green House with a total 
of 40 points.  

The cross-country race 
was held Feb. 21 with 
the winner of the junior 
girls being Dishauna 
Thompson of Green 
House and Kjorn Wattley 
also of Green House 
coming in second. 

The intermediate girl’s 
winner was Teshelle 
Browne of Blue House, 
while Jayzion De Dosta 
of Gold House was the 

winner of the intermedi-
ate boys. The senior boys 
winner went to Kandra 
Wattley of Red House 
and the senior girl’s win-
ner was Zalika Charles of 
Red House. 

When asked how the ath-
letes are preparing for the 
upcoming Inter-school 
Championships, Sports 
Master Mrs. Iyantha 

Burke-O’Loughlin told 
the Observer, “The sports 
department at the school 
is trying its best to strat-
egize to achieve the best 
possible outcome.”

She went on to say there 
were several coaches that 
are working with the ath-
letes and can already see 
some promising athletes 
ahead. “We are confident 
that we will have a better 
overall performance at 
the championships than 
we did last year.” 

Some records that remain 
unbroken at Cayon’s 
annual Sports Day in-
cludes 800m  set by 
Clive Benjamin in 1984; 
800m F set by Blondelle 

Smithen in 1994; Class 
3 100m F set by Naressa 
Gilbert in 1997; 100m M 
set by Wayne Matthew in 
2013 and Green House 
still holds the record for 
the 4×1 M relay that was 
set in 1986 with a time of 
32.74 seconds. 

An upcoming event for 
the Cayon High School 
is the Cayon High 

School Talented Teen 
Show which will be held 
April 3 under the theme 
‘Integrating Renewable 
Energy, Sustaining Our 
Future.’ The contestants 
took the opportunity to 
introduce themselves and 
invite persons to the show 
during the sports day 
event. The contestants 
of the show are: Alika 
Barton representing Solar 
Energy; Niclaire Sharry 
representing Geothermal 
Energy; Jahzara Wilkes 
representing Biomass 
Energy; Saskiaba Scott 
representing Oceanic 
Energy and Charlotte 
Pollard representing 
Wind Energy. 
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Grant, Powell  
responds to Bar 

Association

 “It is being used by parties seeking 
political and other advantages.  

We have therefore given  
instructions to our Counsel to  

proceed with all immediate speed 
to determine this matter.”

By Loshaun Dixon

Government minister 
Lindsay Grant and his law 
partner, Jonel Powell, the 
Team Unity Candidate 
for Central Basseterre, 
have responded to a state-
ment by the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Bar Association, 
claiming their case is be-
ing used as a “political 
football.”

Grant and Powell have 
been ordered to appear 
before a disciplinary tri-
bunal of two judges to 
determine if they should 
be struck off the court’s 
roll of lawyers or be sus-
pended from practice for 

professional misconduct.

The Bar Council of the 
Bar Association in a state-
ment they take seriously 
the adherence by mem-
bers of the profession to 
their oath as Officers of 
the Court and to the Code 
of Ethics which governs 
the practice of law as set 
out in 87 paragraphs of 
Schedule. IV of the Legal 
Profession Act. 

“That Code includes the 
fundamental obligation 
to separate clients’ funds 
from personal monies 
of the Attorney-at- Law 
and to deal with clients’ 

monies strictly in accor-
dance with the Code and 
any conditions on which 
the monies are held. Our 
clients place immense 
trust and confidence in us 
and for members of the 
legal profession, our duty 
to deal with client funds 
honorably is sacrosanct.”

The Bar Council said 
as the matter is before 
the Court and it is pos-
sible that the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Bar Association 
may become an interest-
ed party in the disciplin-
ary proceedings ordered 
by the Judge, “it would 
not be appropriate for 
the Council to make any 

comments at this stage 
on the nature of the rul-
ing or any other aspects 
of the case concerning 
any findings of fact by 
the Court with respect to 
the alleged conduct of the 
defendants.”

They reminded that in ad-
dition to the disciplinary 
powers of the court, the 
Bar Association has lim-
ited disciplinary powers 
through its Disciplinary 
Committee. “The pro-
cedure for commencing 
disciplinary proceedings 
against any member of 
the Bar is set out in the 
Legal Profession Act 

2008.”

Grant and Powell on the 
other hand said they were 
concerned that the matter 
which is pending before 
the Court has been turned 
into a political football. 
“It is being used by par-
ties seeking political and 
other advantages. We 
have therefore given in-
structions to our Counsel 
to proceed with all imme-
diate speed to determine 
this matter.

They noted they were 
dissatisfied with the 
“Ruling” of the Court 
dated Thursday 27th 
February, 2020 which 

came subsequent to a 
judgement handed down 
by the judge on 28th 
October, 2019. “At a 
status hearing on the said 
27th February, 2020 the 
ruling referred to, com-
prising some 33 pages, 
was given without any 
prior notice to us, and 
even then, without an 
opportunity for us to be 
heard before the “ruling” 
was made.”

They urged the Bar 
Council not to rush to 
judgement in the mat-
ter. “Especially as we 
have not been given an 
opportunity to be heard. 

Anything less will be in-
terfering with the course 
of justice and going 
against the fundamental 
principles of the rule of 
law and would be preju-
dicial to us.”

The Council also notes 
the comments of Judge 

Eddie Ventose on the 
conduct of the Registrar 
of the High Court in 
carrying out her duties 
and in overstepping her 
powers as Registrar. 
“We share the views of 
the honorable judge that 
public confidence in the 
administration of justice 

will be seriously and per-
haps irreparably eroded if 
the public perceives that 
the court office “picks 
sides”in disputes particu-
larly when that dispute 
involves public figures, 
politicians or govern-
ment officials.”
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“We can boost our immune system 
by eating more fruits and vegeta-

bles, drinking adequate water, get-
ting enough rest, exercising and 

taking multivitamins/supplements.

PM Harris:   
All hands-on deck  
in fight against  
coronavirus

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Timothy Harris has 
called for all hands to be 
on deck if the Federation 
is to be successful in the 
fight against COVID-19.
Though no cases of the 
virus yet have been re-
corded in the Federation, 
Dr. Harris said it is highly 
likely that it will reach 
the shores of St. Kitts and 
Nevis and the govern-
ment has been on high 
alert is taking every pre-
caution and making all 
necessary preparations to 
respond and contain the 
spread of the virus.

Dr. Harris, in an address 
to the Nation on Sunday, 
said the coronavirus 
outbreak will affect the 
Federation’s health sys-
tem, the social structure 
and the economy and we 
will need everyone in the 
Federation to be on the 
same page.

Dr. Harris said, “The 
response to this dis-
ease requires an 
all-of-society and all-
of-government ap-
proach. The COVID-19 
National Working Group 
has already conducted 

sensitization sessions 
with a number of gov-
ernment and private sec-
tor entities, including 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce, TDC, 
Development Bank, St. 
Christopher & Nevis 
Social Security Board 
and National Bank etc. 
They are all commit-
ted to supporting the 
Government’s pre-
paredness and response 
activities.”

He said the working 
group remains open to 
provide similar technical 
support to other organi-
zations in the Federation. 
“All of us must take the 
necessary precautions 
to protect ourselves, 
our families, commu-
nities and our beloved 
Federation. We must re-
spond appropriately and 

calmly at all times.”

Dr. Harris indicated that 
although much is still 
unknown about the coro-
navirus, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) has 
informed the govern-
ment that majority of the 
people with COVID-19 
are adults over 20 years 
of age. 

“The disease is not 
prevalent among chil-
dren. Children are more 

resilient and only expe-
rience a mild form of 
this disease. Most per-
sons (80%) affected by 
this disease, experience 
mild illness and recover 
without complications.  
However, 20% of per-
sons experience severe 
illness and require hos-
pitalization. Older adults 
with underlying chronic 

conditions like diabetes 
and asthma are at risk for 
severe illness.”

He also highlighted what 
can be done by the public 
to minimize their risk of 
contracting the virus im-
ploring all to accept indi-
vidual responsibility by 
boosting your immune 
system and helping to 
curb the potential spread 
of this coronavirus dis-
ease (COVID-19).  

“We can boost our im-
mune system by eat-
ing more fruits and 
vegetables, drinking 
adequate water, getting 
enough rest, exercising 
and taking multivita-
mins/supplements. The 
best defense against 
COVID-19 is practicing 
good hand hygiene.”

The prime minister said 
the government has 
embarked on a number 
of preparedness and re-
sponse measures to com-
plement the individual 
actions. “The Ministry 
of Health continues to 
inform and update the 
public about COVID-19.   
There are on-going 
training sessions for 
the medical and public 
health response teams.  
The Ministry has ordered 
extra supplies of personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE) and medical sup-
plies to ensure appro-
priate management of 
persons, should the virus 
reach us.”

He hailed the working 
group led by Abdias 
Samuel, National 
Disaster Coordinator, 
indicating they were in-
strumental in strength-
ening surveillance at 
all the ports of entry in 
the Federation and in 
conducting a success-
ful simulation exercise 
to test the Alert and 
Communication Systems 
of national response 
mechanism. “The simu-
lation exercise was suc-
cessfully executed.”

Dr. Harris said the 
Ministry of Health will 
continue to update and 
inform the public about 
COVID-19. “I wish to 
remind you, our citizens 
and residents, that the 
Ministry of Health is 
the local reliable official 
source for such informa-
tion. I call on all persons 
to cease and desist from 
sharing false information 
about the virus. Please 
check with the Ministry 
of Health at 467 1172 
or 467 1108 or your li-
censed health practitioner 
when in doubt.”

He also implored the 
public to avoid playing 
party politics with the 
Federation potentially 
under threat. “Our citi-
zens and residents must 
be wary of those who 
seek to use a time like 
this to further their own 
interests, ahead of those 
of all Kittitians and 
Nevisians and all our 
residents here.”

Last week the Caribbean 
recorded its first cases of 
the virus with St. Martin, 
Dominican Republic 
St. Barthelemy and 
Guadeloupe recording 
cases. 
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Mold  
results  
pending 

Claxton noted that all the class-
rooms at the school were deeply 

cleaned to remove potential patho-
gens and air filtration was conduct-

ed to purify the air.

By Monique Washington

Kindergarteners through 
second graders of the 
Charlestown Primary 
School have been asked 
to stay home, as a pre-
caution, as the education 
officials await the official 
results from the tests sent  
to Miami by the Bureau 
of Standards for mold or 
any contamination in the 
classrooms.

Just last week the 
Principal Education 
Officer Zahnela Claxton 
was forced to close the 
school due to health 
concerns that have been 
plaguing the school for 
some time.

The student body was sent 
home on Tuesday (March 
3) with plans on return-
ing on Monday (March 
9). A representative from 

the Bureau of Standards 
was at School to test for 
the presence of mold.

“Based on the visual in-
spection by the officer, 
there were no signs of 
mold on the compound. 
Further scientific test-
ing was conducted by 
the Bureau of Standards 
with the aim of ensuring 
that there are no envi-
ronmental factors which 
may negatively impact 
the staff and students at 
the school. Classrooms 
where there were no 
complaints of illness 
were also tested by the 
Bureau of Standards. 
Samples were sent to 
Miami,” Claxton said.
According to the Illinois 
Department of Public 
Health “exposure to 
mold can cause a variety 
of symptoms. Sensitive 

people who have touched 
or inhaled mold or mold 
spores may have allergic 
reactions such as a runny 
nose, sneezing, nasal 
congestion, watery eyes, 

skin rash and itching 
(dermatitis). Molds can 
trigger asthma attacks in 
people who are allergic 
to molds, causing wheez-
ing, chest tightness and 
shortness of breath. A 

disease like pneumonia 
may also develop after 
exposure to mold, but 
this is uncommon”

Claxton noted that all the 

classrooms at the school 
were deeply cleaned to 
remove potential patho-
gens and air filtration 
was conducted to purify 
the air.

The Ministry of 
Education, along with the 
senior minister of educa-
tion and Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley, knew 
about the plaguing prob-

lem at the school months 
prior. He noted at that 
time emergency remedial 
repairs had to be done to 
remedy the bats, rats and 
a leaky roof at the school. 
He assured the public 

that the problems will be 
fixed for the well being of 
the teachers and students 
at the school.

Claxton said that the 
Ministry has taken ad-
ditionally preventative 
measures to ensure that 
classrooms at the school 
are continuously cleaned 
and sanitized and all 
schools will be placed 
on an ongoing cleaning 
schedule.

“We apologize for any 
inconvenience which 
may be caused. However, 
we continue to assure the 
general public that the 
safety of our staff and 
students is a priority. We 
will continue to provide 
updates on the matter,” 
she said.

KG-2 closed at CPS
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2020 Women’s Day Awardees 

By Petra Mc Sheene

In recognition of 
International Women’s 
Day celebrated March 
8, the Department of 
Gender Affairs hosted 

its annual International 
Women’s Day Awards 
Ceremony under the 
Theme: ‘I am Generation 
Equality – Realizing 
Women’s Rights’. 

This year the event was 
held at the Sir Cecil 
Jacobs’ Auditorium of 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank where Nine 
women were awarded for 
their work in fields such 
as disaster management, 
environment and persons 
with disabilities.

Brianna Berry, a recent 
graduate of the Cayon 
High School and cur-
rent student at the CFBC 
was among the youngest 

awardees. She received 
an award in the area of 
Environment.  

Other awardees in-
cluded Claricia Langley-
Stevens for her work in 

Disaster Management, 
Roberta Rawlins for 
her work in Agro-
Processing, Dwiquanna 
Wilkenson for her work 
in Entertainment, Carla 
Astaphan for work in 
Fine Arts, Dr. Sharon 
Halliday for work in 
Mental Health, Josephine 
Ellenitta Nathaniel for her 
work in Public Service, 
Robertine Chaderton for 
her work with Persons 
with Disabilities and 
Carolyn Brownbill for 
work in Law – Women in 
the Correctional System. 

According to Executive 
Officer in the Department 
of Gender Affairs  Sharon 
Warner, the Department 

hosts the award ceremony 
annually to pay tribute to 
women who have made 
significant contributions 
to the development of the 
country in various fields 
of endeavour.

“The Department of 
Gender Affairs has a 
major responsibility 
for the advancement of 
women, which is an es-
sential component of its 
mandate. It also raises 
awareness, monitors 
and improves the status 
of women and girls in 
the country through the 
implementation of inter-
national conventions and 
declarations to which 
the state is a signatory,”  
Warner said. 

International Women’s 
Day  is celebrated March 
8th annually worldwide. 
It is a focal point in the 
movement for women’s 
rights.

“The Department of Gender Affairs has 
a major responsibility for the advance-
ment of women, which is an essential 
component of its mandate. 

I am Generation Equality – 
Realizing Women’s Rights

Department of Gender Affairs Host Annual Ceremony

Brianna Berry, youngest awardee 
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“Fake 
claims…  

politically motivated”

By Monique Washington

The Premier of Nevis, 
Hon Mark Brantley, has 
dismissed the allegations 
brought in an alleged 
lawsuit against him and 
the Law firm Daniel 
Brantley and Associates 
by America 2030 Capital 
Limited and its CEO Val 
Sklarov stating  that the 
“fake claim is purely for 
political reasons.”

But a lawyer for the US 
firm says the lawsuit very 
real and in US Federal  
Court.

America 2030 is an in-
ternational boutique 
investment banking 
firm with emphasis on 
Mergers & Acquisitions 
and Securities Lending 
as well as other types of 
financial debt and struc-
tured financing solutions 
for public companies 
and their shareholders. 
The firm engages yearly 
in hundreds of millions 
(USD) in securitized be-
spoke financing.

Last week the news broke 
that the Premier was al-
legedly being sued. The 
official court document 
obtained by the Observer 
reveals that a lawsuit 
was filed on February 
27, 2020 in the United 
States District Court for 
The District Of Colorado 
against Mark Brantley 
, Daniel Brantley Law 

Firm, Brain Barnes , 
Elizabeth Harper, Dia 
Forrester, Erik Prince, 
SunPower Business 
Group PTE LTD and 
Tournan Trading PTE 
LTD.

A scheduling conference 
on the matter is set for 
May 12 in the Courtroom 
in Colorado Springs be-
fore Magistrate Judge 
Kathleen M. Tafoya. The 
plaintiff is represented 
by Colorado Attorney 
Jaitegh Singh.

The  Observer contacted 
Jaitegh Singh, attorney 
for America 2030 Capital 
Limited who noted that 
the lawsuit was real, but 
did not want to comment 
beyond the confirmation. 

“We can confirm that the 
lawsuit is real. I would 
prefer any comments to 
come

through my office.”
The Observer contacted 
Premier Brantley who 
said that he has  no 
knowledge of any of the 
persons or the allegations 

they are making.

“I have not practiced 
law since 2013 and have 
been on sabbatical from 
Daniel Brantley since 
then. I have absolutely 

no knowledge of any of 
these persons or the alle-
gations they are making. 
I have never met, spoken 
to or engaged in any way 
with any of these people. 
I am advised by Daniel 
Brantley that it has never 
been retained or done any 
work for any of these per-
sons or entities,” he said. 

Brantley further stated 
that “I am now learn-
ing that some local 
Opposition operatives 
are involved with these 
people so I now under-
stand the timing of this 
fake claim is purely for 
political reasons.” 

“I am in the process of 
instructing lawyers and 
shall aggressively pursue 
all involved in this trav-
esty,” he said.

Brantley and his team 
are accused of Violating 
their Ethical Duty, 
Breaching of Fiduciary 
Trust, Conflict of Interest, 
Breaching of Sacrosanct 
Privacy of Attorney-
Client Privilege, 
Misuse of Confidential 

Information, and Breach 
of Duty.

A key aspect of the al-
leged lawsuit has the 
plaintiff claiming Mark 
and Daniel Brantley, et 
all, while serving as its 
attorney was also serv-
ing as the attorney for 
a competing firm and 
violating attorney-client 
confidentiality.                         
America 2030 Capital 
Limited is requesting that 
the court rules in its favor 
on “compensatory dam-
ages, including actual, 
consequential, specula-
tive, and incidental dam-
ages, for the breach of 
confidentiality, breach of 
duty owed to a current 
and former client, and 
violation of the FCPA. 

The plaintiff  also wants 
attorney’s fees and costs 
paid by the defendants 
and granting any such 
further relief as the Court 
deems appropriate in-
cluding preliminary and 
permanent injunctive 
relief.”

The  Observer contacted Jaitegh Singh, 
attorney for America 2030 Capital 
limited who noted that the lawsuit 
was real, but did not want to comment 
beyond the confirmation. “We can con-
firm that the lawsuit is real. I would 
prefer any comments to come
through my office.”

Brantley Denies Knowledge of 
‘Fake lawsuit’
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“Each household will be presented with one 
65-gallon bin. These will not be ordinary re-
ceptacles, though I must admit, on first ap-
pearance, they may look that way. These will 
be SMART Bins, outfitted with modern tech-
nology to enhance our collection system and 
customer service,”

New bins to  
revolutionize  
waste  
management
By Loshaun Dixon

Waste collection in the 
Federation is set to un-
dergo a significant im-
provement with the Free 
National Bin Distribution 
Programme. It will offer 
standardized smart  bins 
in single households 
across the nine parishes 
in St. Kitts.

The announcement 
came from Minister of 
Environment Eugene 
Hamilton, who indicated 
that it would form the 
third phase of the Solid 
Waste Management 
Corporation (SWMC)’s 
Five Point Strategic Plan 
to improve the overall ef-
ficiency and integrity of 
its waste collection and 
disposal services.

The first two phases 
were National Clean Up 
Campaign that was fol-
lowed by a programme to 
remove derelict vehicles 
from all rural villages and 
urban centers.

Hamilton said the dis-
tribution is scheduled to 
start on Monday, March 
16 and will run for a 
six-week period. “Each 
household will be pre-
sented with one 65-gal-
lon bin. These will not 
be ordinary receptacles, 
though I must admit, on 
first appearance, they 
may look that way. These 

will be SMART Bins, 
outfitted with modern 
technology to enhance 
our collection system 
and customer service,” 
Hamilton explained.

He said the bins will be 
internationally recog-
nized and standardized 
safety color of yellow 
and will also be featured 
for visibility, easier iden-
tification and account-
ability. “They will have 
customized branding 
with the logo of the Solid 
Waste Management 
Corporation along with 
important information 
to guide your disposal 
practices.”

Hamilton added the 
bins are designed with 
unique barcodes and 
serial numbers assist 
with distribution and in-
ventory control. “As a 
measure to prevent theft 
and other illegal activ-
ity, the movement of all 
bins will be tracked by 
the SWMC, who would 
be in a position to deter-
mine if any bin is out of 
service or has been ille-
gally removed from the 
premises to which it was 
allocated,”he said.

Hamilton  noted the 
SWMC trucks will be 
equipped with new tools 
that will lift the bins 
during the collection 
process. “Thus, making 

the process of garbage 
collection so much more 
efficient and thereby 
increasing the level of 
service that we provide 
to our residents. It is gen-
erally accepted that the 
present system is very 
tedious, labour intensive 
and obviously causes 
injuries to our collection 
workers, who have to 
struggle with overload-
ed and smelly bins. 

He said for the remain-
der of March, they will 
commence the phasing 
out of heavy lifting. “No 
longer would our col-
lectors, some of whom 
are women, have to 
manually lift your bins 
to empty into the trucks, 
because your Team 
Unity Government has 
found a solution for 
this long outstanding 
problem.”

Hamilton said the proj-
ect will bring uniformity 
to the collection process 
of the SWMC and will 
also align the national 
objectives that are re-
flective of a greater 
sensitivity to critical is-
sues of health and the 
environment. “It will 
improve the sanitary 
conditions and provide 
an excellent opportunity 
for citizens to properly 
store their waste, prior 
to collection days.”
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Former Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Denzil Douglas has been 
ordered to vacate his seat 
in parliament over his 
alliance to Dominica in 
the diplomatic passport 
matter, an action which 
might mean the end of 
his long political career.                               

The result of the judg-
ment of the Eastern 
Caribbean Court of 
Appeal means the 
Leader of the Opposition 
will be booted from the 
National Assembly and 
cease to be Leader of the 
Opposition.

The Observer reached 
out to Sylvester Anthony, 
a member of Dr. 
Douglas’ legal team who 
confirmed that the Court 
of Appeal allowed the 
matter, resulting in Dr. 
Douglas being forced to 
vacate his seat, a  seat 
which would need to be 
filled within 90 days.
He however indicated 
that the ruling does not 
disqualify his client from 
participating in a by- 
election or a general elec-
tion. However, that may 
depend if he keeps his 
Dominica passport, pos-
sibly another matter for 
the courts.

When questioned as to 
the next steps he and his 
client will take in the mat-
ter, Anthony said it was 
the end of the road and 
Dr. Douglas would look 
forward to a by-election 
or general election.

The appeal court in the 
judgement said it was 

“allowing the appeal, de-
claring that Dr. Douglas 
is required to vacate his 
seat in the Assembly and 
ordering that each party 
shall bear their own costs 
before this Court and in 
the court below.”

It also indicated that the 
Constitution provides for 
three distinct legal re-
quirements to be proved 
for a person to be dis-
qualified from sitting 
in the Assembly. There 
must an allegiance owed 
to a foreign power or 
state, some voluntary act 
on the part of the alleg-
edly disqualified person, 
and the voluntary act by 
the allegedly disqualified 
person amounts to an ac-
knowledgement of that 
allegiance.

“This disqualifying pro-
vision was included in 
the Constitution as a 
means of avoiding the 
possibility of elected 
members having split 
loyalties which would 
render them incapable 
of acting in the interests 
of Saint Christopher and 
Nevis, in circumstances 
where such acts are dia-
metric to the interests of 
the state to which they 
possess a competing 
loyalty,” the judgement 
read.

The court said that by the 
issuance of a passport, a 
state undertakes an ob-
ligation of protection in 
respect of the passport 
holder “such that would 
give rise to a correspond-
ing obligation of fidelity 
or allegiance. 

“This applies equally to 
diplomatic passports. 

By issuing a diplomatic 
passport, upon the ap-
plication of Dr. Douglas, 
the Commonwealth of 
Dominica consented 
to the presentation and 
use by Dr. Douglas of 
the passport and to him 
praying in aid the state’s 
protection at his con-
venience. Accordingly, 
Dr. Douglas has been 
vested with a con-
comitant duty of obedi-
ence or allegiance to 
the Commonwealth of 
Dominica.”

They noted it was evident 
that there must be some 
element of knowledge 
and participation in the 
acts which are claimed to 
have placed a person un-
der an acknowledgement 
of allegiance, whether 
that participation is active 
or passive. “The require-
ment for voluntariness of 
conduct is imported by 
the words “by his own 
act” contained in section 
28(1)(a). 

“In this case, the volun-
tariness of the acts which 
were claimed to place 
Dr. Douglas under an 
acknowledgement of al-
legiance, is undisputed 
as he admitted that he 
applied for, received 
and used the Dominican 
diplomatic passport to 
travel.”

The court determined 
Dr. Douglas invoked the 
protection and privileges 
of the state of Dominica, 
by the presentation of 
his diplomatic passport, 
knowing that the pass-
port represented him 
as a subject and citizen 
of Dominica and not 
Saint Christopher and 

Nevis. “The terms of 
the passport are un-
equivocal, very clearly 
represent Dr. Douglas 
as a citizen of Dominica 
and request that he be 
accorded the protec-
tions of a Dominican 
citizen. Accordingly, an 
acknowledgement of 
allegiance in respect of 
which section 28(1)(a) of 
the Constitution is aimed 
has been made out.”

The Attorney General of 
St. Kitts and Nevis the 
Hon. Vincent Byron was 
asking the High Court to 
declare that Dr. Douglas 
has vacated his seat in 
the National Assembly 
by holding and using a 
diplomatic passport of 
the Commonwealth of 
Dominica.

Section 28 (1) of the 
Constitution of St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
and Section Six (6) of the 
National Assemblies Act 
both provide that “a per-
son shall not be qualified 
to be elected or appoint-
ed as a member if he is 
by virtue of his own act 
under any acknowledge-
ment of allegiance, obe-
dience or adherence to a 
foreign power or state.”

Justice Trevor ward in the 
High Court in Basseterre 
last February said “I find 
further, and it has been 
not been contradicted, 

that the Defendant ob-
tained the diplomatic 
passport solely as a 
gesture of political and 
professional courtesy ex-
tended to him in his ca-
pacity as a former Prime 
Minister and current 
Leader of the opposition.

“Accordingly, I hold that 
under Dominican law the 
voluntary act of acquiring 
and using a diplomatic 
passport by a non-citizen 
does not place the holder 
under an acknowledge-
ment of allegiance or 
obedience or adherence 
to me Commonwealth 
of Dominica within the 
meaning of section 28(1)
(a) as this is not an act 
that manifests the con-
scious exercise of the 
Defendant acknowledg-
ing the obligation of fi-
delity and obedience to 
the Commonwealth of 
Dominica.”

Justice Ward said the 
claim had been dismissed 
handing a victory to Dr. 
Douglas. The matter was 
promptly appealed.

In a statement Dr. 
Douglas indicated he 
was surprised and dis-
agrees with the judge-
ment. “Having sat in the 
court and listened to the 
questions asked and the 
answers given by myself 

and my team, we are re-
ally surprised that this 
judgement has come in 
the way it has.”

He said they were now 
in the political process 
of this matter. “Where 
do we go from here?” is 
the question that is being 
asked. There is no appeal 
as I indicated further to 
the higher court, that is 
the Privy Council, so I 
no longer will serve the 
people of Constituency 
#6 in the parliament dur-
ing this term.

He said the judgement 
does not preclude him 
from contesting the next 
election. “In other words, 
although I will not sit in 
the parliament for the 
next two, three days or 
weeks. The matter is, 
however, will contest 
the next elections for 
Constituency #6 when-
ever those elections are 
called.

“My own colleagues, 
only a moment ago, have 
all endorsed what has 
been the position of the 
people of Constituency 
#6, that Denzil Llewellyn 
Douglas will stand again 
as the candidate for 
Constituency #6 when 
the elections are called 
for the St. Kitts Nevis 
Labour Party.”

Dr. Douglas  
booted from  

National Assembly 
in Passport case
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BON gives $20,000 toward this 
weekend’s athletic meet

The Amazon Rainforest 
could soon be wiped out, 
a new study has warned.

Climate experts have 
claimed that if a crucial 
tipping point is reached, 
some of the planet’s larg-
est ecosystems could dis-
appear within just a few 
decades.

According to research 
carried out at Bangor 
University, the Amazon 
could be gone in 49 
years, while the coral 
reefs, such as those in the 
Caribbean, which mea-
sure 20,000km, could be 
bleached in the next 15.

As part of the study, re-
searchers analysed the 
changes of 25 marine, 13 
freshwater and four land 

ecosystems to find out 
how long it would take 
for them to reach a criti-
cal point.

Speaking about the find-
ings, Dr Simon Willcock, 
a joint lead author on 
the study, from Bangor 
University’s School of 
Natural Sciences, said 
the changes represent a 
threat to human life.

He said: “Unfortunately, 
what our paper reveals is 
that humanity needs to 
prepare for changes far 
sooner than expected.

“These rapid changes to 
the world’s largest and 
most iconic ecosystems 
would impact the ben-
efits which they pro-
vide us with, including 

everything from food 
and materials, to the ox-
ygen and water we need 
for life.”

The research was car-
ried out by teams of 
specialists from Bangor, 
the School of Oriental 
and African Studies, 
and Southampton 
University who found 

that while larger ecosys-
tems may take longer to 
collapse, their deterio-
ration was quicker than 
expected.

John Dearing, a profes-
sor of physical geog-
raphy at Southampton 
University, who led the 
research, said: “We in-
tuitively knew that big 
systems would collapse 

more slowly than small 
ones – due to the time 
it takes for impacts to 
diffuse across large 
distances.

“But what was unex-
pected was the finding 
that big systems col-
lapse much faster than 
you might expect – even 
the largest on Earth only 
taking possibly a few 
decades.”

However, despite 
some scientists back-
ing the findings, Dr 
Erika Berenguer, a 
senior research associ-
ate at the University of 
Oxford and Lancaster 
University, claimed the 
findings were not sup-
ported by the data.

She told Reuters: “The 
authors use data from 
only four terrestrial 
systems, none of which 
is a tropical rainforest, 
but still claim that the 
Amazon, the largest 
rainforest on the planet, 
will experience a die-
back in just 50 years.

“While there is no doubt 
that the Amazon is at 
great risk and that a tip-
ping point is likely, such 
inflated claims do not 
help either science or 
policy making.”

Featured Image Credit: 
PA

Story by Dominic 
Smithers

By Monique Washington 

The Bank of Nevis 
(BON) has once again 
contributed to the is-
land’s youth by spon-
soring the BON High 
School Championships 
to the tune of $20,0000.  
The event is slated for 
this weekend, March 14-
15 at the Mondo Track at 
Long Point.

Friday had each school 
participating in a pep 
rally in the heart of 
Charlestown.  This year 
he Gingerland High 
School, The Charlestown 
Secondary, and the Nevis 
International Secondary 

School will be participat-
ing in the athletic meet. 
This year’s patrons are 
past athletes Pareria 
Skeete and  Josephine 
France.

The Permanent Secretary 
of Education Kevin 
Barrett expressed his 
gratitude towards the 
BON for once again be-
ing the sponsors of the 
event and noted that he 
is looking forward to a 
“healthy” competition.

“It is a delight for the 
Ministry of Education 
to be working alongside 
the Department of Sports 
and the Bank of Nevis in 

putting this event togeth-
er. I look forward to the 

competition and seeing 
our athletes on the track 
and I look forward to a 
healthy competition,” he 

said.

Barrett thanked the 
teachers and coaches 
and highlighted their 
importance in the track 

meet. “Let me thank the 
coaches, principals, and 

teachers. Putting a team 
together is one thing but 
going out and having all 
the parts come together 

it takes a whole team ef-
fort. The students are the 
ones on the track but be-
hind the scenes you have 
the coach, principals and 
support staff that makes 
things happen.” 

Marketing Officer at the 
Bank of Nevis Pheon 
Jones said he always 
looks forward to this 
time of year. “The Bank 
of Nevis is once again 
proud to be sponsoring 
this athletic meet. I look 
forward to this time of 
the year. It is a very ex-
citing time. We have fun 
and we are pleased with 
the level of performance 
that we see from the is-
land’s athletes.” 

“It is a delight for the Ministry of 
Education to be working alongside 
the Department of Sports and the 
Bank of Nevis in putting this event 
together. I look forward to the com-
petition and seeing our athletes on 
the track

Amazon Rainforest, Caribbean Coral 
Reefs Gone in less Than 50 Years

As part of the study, researchers 
analysed the changes of 25 ma-

rine, 13 freshwater and four land 
ecosystems to find out how long 
it would take for them to reach a 

critical point.
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

Mrs. Emily Mills, com-
poser of the Cayon High 
School, school song cel-
ebrated her 85th birthday 
March 10 with students 
and faculty of the school 
celebrating the milestone 
with her.

Principal Ms. Andrea 
James as well as Head 
of the Learning Support 
Department, Mrs. 
Camilla Jeffers car-
ried fruit baskets and 
other gifts to the former 
educator. 

Principal James, a for-
mer student of the Cayon 
High School said, “A 
school song celebrates 
the institution for which 
it is written and unifies 
students and staff.” 

She was very pleased to 
be in attendance for the 
birthday celebration and 
is proud to know that the

school song fits well with 
the school motto: ‘Non 
Multa Sed Multum’ 
which means ‘Not 
Quantity But

Quality.’

Jeffers speaking about 
the composer said, “Mrs. 

Mills is very dear to 
Cayon High School and 
Cayon High School is 
very dear to her. She is 
a very hard worker and 
passionate about teach-
ing. When I went on

maternity leave in the 
90s, she took it upon her-
self to come and teach 
my class for the three 
months

that I was out.”

Mrs. Mills began her 
teaching career in 1950 
and was transferred to 
the Cayon High School 
in 1974 where she taught 

Literature and served 
as a Learning Support 
Teacher. Seeing the need 
for a school song, Mrs. 
Mills took it upon her-
self to compose the song 
‘Praise Ye the Lord for 
This School’ in 1988. 

The song was soon 

dubbed the best in the 
Federation and just two 
years after in 1990, Mrs. 
Mills hung up her hat as a 
teacher when she retired. 

Also in attendance at the 
residence of Mrs. Mills 
was former principal of 
the Cayon High School, 
Mr. Francil Morris. 
Mr Morris’ new post 
is at the Department of 
Education as Deputy 
Chief Education Officer. 
He visited the former 
teacher on behalf of 
himself as well as the 
Ministry of Education to 
give best wish

“Mrs. Mills is very dear to 
Cayon High School and Cayon 
High School is very dear to her. 
She is a very hard worker and 
passionate about teaching”. 

Praise Ye the lord 
for This School

Deputy Chief Education Officer Mr. Francil Morris with celebrant  

Composer of  
Cayon High School 

Song Celebrates 85th 
Birthday

Mrs. Camilla Jeffers with students and Mrs. Emily Mills 
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SKN to  
    receive  

assistance   
                from 

By Monique Washington 

The International 
Federation of Association 
Football (FIFA) has 
agreed to assist St. Kitts 
& Nevis in upgrading 
one of its football facili-
ties to a standard where 
international games can 
be played.

Marlon Glean, FIFA 
Regional Office 
Development Manager 
said on Tuesday that 
FIFA plans to upgrade at 
least one field on Nevis.
“The Bath Village field, 
we plan to put in some 
lights and do some work 
on the bleachers. It is 
something they are keen 
on doing. I’m sure they 

will start working on that 
facility soon,” he said.

He noted that FIFA is  
now in the second phase 
of the “FIFA Forward 
Program” where they  

have allotted quite a bit 
of funding for infrastruc-
ture projects for every 
country in the world.

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Football Association 

started a technical center 
but it is incomplete. “We 
just signed all the con-
tracts over the last two 
weeks and we are ex-
pecting the next phase of 
work to begin in the next 

four to six weeks. We 
will do a new artificial 
turf there and then light-
ing and then we are going 
to go on and do bleachers 
and a bathroom facility 
etc. so that they can play 
international matches 
there,” Glean said.

Minister of Sports 
in the Nevis Island 
Administration Eric 
Evelyn in speaking with 
Glean informed him of 
plans to upgrade the foot-
ball facility at Mondo 
track at Long Point. “We 
are now trying to develop 
our new facility at the 
Mondo track. That is a 
facility that we think has 
some potential and with 

some input and funding 
possibilities from FIFA, 
we believe that that could 
become one of our great 
football fields in St Kitts 
and Nevis.”

Evelyn expressed his 
delight on the FIFA 
visit and noted that the 
Ministry of sports looks 
forward to their input. 
“Whatever we can do in 
terms of technical assis-
tance, whatever you can 
give we welcome that. 
We look forward to a 
very fruitful and cordial 
partnership with FIFA as 
we try to move the sport 
of football forward in the 
Federation of St Kitts and 
Nevis.”

“The Bath Village field, we plan to 
put in some lights and do some 

work on the bleachers. It is some-
thing they are keen on doing. I’m 

sure they will start working on that 
facility soon,” he said.
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raining for Course 
44 of the Royal St. 
Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force is 
proceeding well ac-
cording to Inspector 
Shorna Edwards, 
Deputy Commandant 
of the Police Training 
Complex.

The training of the 27 
men and women be-
gan on Dec. 2, with a 
normal break in class-
room sessions during 
the Christmas/Carnival 
season to allow the re-
cruits to assist with law 
enforcement duties. 
The Dec. 14 break pro-
vided practical experi-
ence for recruits to test 
what they had learned.

Sessions resumed Jan. 
and the training is cur-
rently in its eleventh 

week, with recruits al-
ready deep into a num-
ber of topics including 
general duties, self 
defence, evidence and 
procedure, weapons 
training and more.

Lessons in Internal 
Security, usually cov-

ered in later sections 
of the course, are also 
being reviewed, im-
portant given the many 
public events currently 
taking place in the lead 
up to a general election.

Inspector Edwards said 
the men and women 
are young, but vibrant, 
and have come to-
gether as a team as they 
undergo the rigours 
of police training. She 

encouraged the public 
to show support for the 
recruits as they serve 
the community.

“If you meet them on 
the street, treat them 
with the same respect 
that you will give 
the rest of the Police 
Force,” Inspector 
Edwards stated.

Training Course 44 is 
expected to be com-
pleted in the second 
quarter of 2020. Since 
2015, five training 
courses have pro-
duced graduates from 
the Police Training 
Complex, adding 167 
new members to the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force.

“If you meet them on the street, 
treat them with the same respect 

that you will give the rest of the 
Police Force,” Inspector Edwards 

stated.

Recruit Training Proceed-
ing Well Says Deputy Com-

mandant of the Police 
Training Complex
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NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (March 11, 2020) 
-- The following is a press 
release from the Ministry 
of Health and Gender 
Affairs in the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) regarding the 
threat of the Coronavirus 
(COVID – 19).

The Ministry of Health 
and Gender Affairs 
wishes to assure the 
Nevisian public that 
we are taking the threat 
of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) seriously.

While we have no 
confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in the 
Federation, we are tak-
ing the necessary steps 

to increase surveillance 
at our ports of entry, train 
and equip our  healthcare 
workers, both at the dis-
trict and institution level, 
and  educate the general 
public about  protecting 
themselves, their families 
and the wider Nevisian 
community by prevent-
ing infection.

On Wednesday March 
04, 2020, the ministry 
convened its second 
stakeholders meeting 
which included rep-
resentatives from 
Immigration, Customs, 
Education, Ministry of 
Tourism, Nevis Tourism 
Authority, Disaster 
Management, Nevis Air 
and Sea Ports Authority 

(NASPA), Police and the 
Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce. This multi-
stakeholder meeting was 
aimed at assessing and 
further strengthening our 
COVID-19 preparedness 
and response plan.

Procedures and proto-
cols in place for con-
tainment at the border 
include enhanced sur-
veillance of travellers 
to the Vance Amory 
International Airport and 
the Charlestown and 
Long Point seaports by 
Port Health Officers and 
assigned Port Health 
Nurses.

There is ongoing train-
ing of all cadre of staff at 

our health care institu-
tions about COVID-19, 
infection prevention and 
control and case manage-
ment. Case definitions 
and clinical guidelines 
for case management 
have been made avail-
able to doctors and nurs-
es in both the public and 
the private sectors.

Preparedness has also 
included discussions of 
case scenarios with ap-
propriate mapping of ac-
tion plans, identification 
of isolation areas at the 
Alexandra Hospital, as-
sessing current stock lev-
els and procurement of 
additional stocks, and the 
scaling up of COVID-19 
public education through 

use of public service an-
nouncements via televi-
sion and radio, flyers, 
pamphlets and various 
social media platforms.

We will further engage in 
educational sessions and 
discussions with schools, 
hotels, businesses and 
other organizations 
throughout the island.

While we move towards 
readiness and response, 
we continue to encour-
age and emphasize the 
following:

-          The practice of 
good hand hygiene 
through frequent and 
thorough hand-washing, 
and cough etiquette in or-
der to reduce the risk of 
transmission of respira-
tory viruses

-          Social distancing 
by avoiding close contact 
with people suffering 
from acute respiratory 
infections and remaining 
at home if you exhibit flu 
like symptoms

-          Self-reporting, with 
travellers coming/return-
ing to the Federation be-
ing required to self-report 
if they feel they might 
have been exposed to 
COVID-19 or feel ill

Calling ahead to your 
physician or health in-
stitution stating your 
symptoms and any travel 
history  to allow for prep-
aration at the office/insti-
tution prior to your visit.

COVID-19 requires not 
only a Ministry of Health 
and Gender Affairs re-
sponse but a wider local 
and regional response to 
coordinate surveillance, 
diagnostics, clinical care 
and treatment, and meth-
ods of limiting onward 
transmission.

More information 
Caribbean Public Health 
Agency (CARPHA) 
and Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) websites. 
A hotline will be activat-
ed if necessary.

Nevis health officials take  
Coronavirus threat seriously, putting 

measures in place
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Italy locked-
down, All EU  

Nations Report  
Corona Cases

As Italy enters its first 
day of a sweeping, na-
tionwide lockdown 
Tuesday, European lead-
ers are expected to hold 
a conference call on how 
to best curb the spread of 
the coronavirus across 
the continent that’s now 
seen more than 520 
deaths from the highly 
infectious COVID-19.

All 27 nations in the 
European Union have 
now reported cases of the 
coronavirus, EU Health 
Commissioner Stella 
Kyriakides told reporters 
in Brussels, according 
to Bloomberg, with the 
majority of cases in Italy. 
The death toll in Italy 
reached 463 Monday 
night, and the out-
break has been dubbed 
the country’s “darkest 
hour” by Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte.

POPE FRANCIS GIVES 
SUNDAY PRAYER 
VIA LIVESTREAM 
AFTER 16 MILLION 
PLACED UNDER 
QUARANTINE IN 
NORTHERN ITALY

The number of infections 
in Italy spiked by 24 per-
cent on Monday, as now 
at least 9,100 people 
tested positive for coro-
navirus in the country. 
The new figures prompt-
ed Conte to institute a 
nationwide lockdown 
effective from Tuesday 
until April 3.

The lockdown is expect-
ed to drastically impact 
the lives of Italy’s 60 mil-
lion people, restricting 

travel, leisure, worship, 
imprisonment and other 
areas. Cases have been 
confirmed in all 20 
Italian regions, BBC re-
ported. It is the worst-hit 
country outside of China 
and the first in Europe to 
put its entire population 
on lockdown in the wake 
of the coronavirus out-
break. Italy also became 
the first Democratic na-
tion since World War II 
to announce a nation-
wide lockdown, accord-
ing to Bloomberg.

The prime minister 
initially placed about 
16 million Italians un-
der lockdown in the 
northern Lombardy 
region, where Milan is 
located, as well as 14 
surrounding provinces, 
on Sunday. But the 
lockdown was extended 
to include the entire 
country.

Under the nationwide 
restrictions, some small 
businesses and shops 
are allowed to remain 
open with limited 
hours, as long as people 
stand at least three feet 
apart. Mortgage pay-
ments will be suspend-
ed across the country, 
Laura Castelli, Italy’s 
deputy economy min-
ister, announced on the 
radio Monday, accord-
ing to Reuters.

ITALY EXPANDS 
T R A V E L 
RESTRICTIONS TO 
COVER WHOLE 
COUNTRY AS 

C O R O N AV I R U S 
O U T B R E A K 
WORSENS

Italians must receive 
permission from the 
police to travel by air, 
train and even road be-
tween provinces. Only 
those with approved 
work-or family-related 
reasons will be allowed 
to travel – but must sign 
proper documentation 
and submit to police 
checks.

Doctors, nurses, and 
other medical work-
ers in Italy were forced 
to cancel any planned 
leave amid the outbreak. 
Riots broke out in jails 
in Italy’s Lombardy re-
gion over the weekend 
after family visits were 
suspended to prevent 
the spread of the virus.

Activities that usually 
involve large gatherings 
of people, including 
school and university 
classes, soccer matches 
and even masses in 
some regions, have 
been put on hold until 
next month. A select 
number of high-level 
sporting events and 
training will be per-
mitted as long as they 
go on without physi-
cal audiences present, 
The Guardian reported. 
Museums, cultural cen-
ters, swimming pools, 
spas, sports halls and 
ski resorts across Italy 
shut their doors amid 
the lockdown
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Steps to Christ          Chapter 11—The Privilege of Prayer
Ellen G. White Writings

Through nature and 
revelation, through His 
providence, and by the 
influence of His Spirit, 
God speaks to us. But 
these are not enough; we 
need also to pour out our 
hearts to Him. In order 
to have spiritual life and 
energy, we must have 
actual relationship with 
our heavenly Father. 
Our minds may be 
drawn out toward Him; 
we may meditate upon 
His works, His mercies, 
His blessings; but this is 
not, in the fullest sense, 
communing with Him. 
In order to commune 
with God, we must have 
something to say to Him 
concerning our actual 
life. 

Prayer is the opening of 
the heart to God as to a 
friend. Not that it is nec-
essary in order to make 
known to God what we 
are, but in order to enable 
us to receive Him. Prayer 
does not bring God down 
to us, but brings us up to 
Him. 

When Jesus was upon 
the earth, He taught His 
disciples how to pray. He 
directed them to present 
their daily needs before 
God, and to cast all their 
care upon Him. And the 
assurance He gave them 
that their petitions should 
be heard, is assurance 
also to us. 

Jesus Himself, while 
He dwelt among men, 
was often in prayer. 
Our Saviour identified 
Himself with our needs 
and weakness, in that 
He became a suppliant, a 
petitioner, seeking from 
His Father fresh sup-
plies of strength, that He 
might come forth braced 
for duty and trial. He is 
our example in all things. 
He is a brother in our 
infirmities, “in all points 

tempted like as we are;” 
but as the sinless one His 
nature recoiled from evil; 
He endured struggles and 
torture of soul in a world 
of sin. His humanity 
made prayer a necessity 
and a privilege. He found 
comfort and joy in com-
munion with His Father. 
And if the Saviour of 
men, the Son of God, 
felt the need of prayer, 
how much more should 
feeble, sinful mortals feel 
the necessity of fervent, 
constant prayer. 

Our heavenly Father 
waits to bestow upon us 
the fullness of His bless-
ing. It is our privilege to 
drink largely at the foun-
tain of boundless love. 
What a wonder it is that 
we pray so little! God is 
ready and willing to hear 
the sincere prayer of the 
humblest of His children, 
and yet there is much 
manifest reluctance on 
our part to make known 
our wants to God. What 
can the angels of heaven 
think of poor helpless 
human beings, who are 
subject to temptation, 
when God’s heart of in-
finite love yearns toward 
them, ready to give them 
more than they can ask 
or think, and yet they 
pray so little and have so 
little faith? The angels 
love to bow before God; 
they love to be near Him. 
They regard communion 
with God as their highest 
joy; and yet the children 
of earth, who need so 
much the help that God 
only can give, seem sat-
isfied to walk without 
the light of His Spirit, the 
companionship of His 
presence. 

The darkness of the evil 
one encloses those who 
neglect to pray. The 
whispered temptations of 
the enemy entice them to 
sin; and it is all because 
they do not make use of 
the privileges that God 

has given them in the 
divine appointment of 
prayer. Why should the 
sons and daughters of 
God be reluctant to pray, 
when prayer is the key in 
the hand of faith to un-
lock heaven’s storehouse, 
where are treasured the 
boundless resources of 
Omnipotence? Without 
unceasing prayer and 
diligent watching we 
are in danger of growing 
careless and of deviating 
from the right path. The 
adversary seeks continu-
ally to obstruct the way 
to the mercy seat, that we 
may not by earnest sup-
plication and faith obtain 
grace and power to resist 
temptation. 

There are certain condi-
tions upon which we 
may expect that God 
will hear and answer our 
prayers. One of the first 
of these is that we feel 
our need of help from 
Him. He has promised, “I 
will pour water upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground.” 
Isaiah 44:3. Those who 
hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, who long 
after God, may be sure 
that they will be filled. 
The heart must be open 
to the Spirit’s influence, 
or God’s blessing cannot 
be received. 

Our great need is itself 
an argument and pleads 
most eloquently in our 
behalf. But the Lord is 
to be sought unto to do 
these things for us. He 
says, “Ask, and it shall be 
given you.” And “He that 
spared not His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give 
us all things?” Matthew 
7:7; Romans 8:32. 

If we regard iniquity in 
our hearts, if we cling 
to any known sin, the 
Lord will not hear us; 
but the prayer of the 

penitent, contrite soul is 
always accepted. When 
all known wrongs are 
righted, we may believe 
that God will answer our 
petitions. Our own merit 
will never commend us 
to the favor of God; it is 
the worthiness of Jesus 
that will save us, His 
blood that will cleanse 
us; yet we have a work to 
do in complying with the 
conditions of acceptance. 

Another element of pre-
vailing prayer is faith. 
“He that cometh to God 
must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder 
of them that diligently 
seek Him.” Hebrews 
11:6. Jesus said to His 
disciples, “What things 
soever ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” Mark 
11:24. Do we take Him 
at His word? 

The assurance is broad 
and unlimited, and He is 
faithful who has prom-
ised. When we do not 
receive the very things 
we asked for, at the time 
we ask, we are still to be-
lieve that the Lord hears 
and that He will answer 
our prayers. We are so 
erring and short-sighted 
that we sometimes ask 
for things that would not 
be a blessing to us, and 
our heavenly Father in 
love answers our prayers 
by giving us that which 
will be for our highest 
good—that which we 
ourselves would desire 
if with vision divinely 
enlightened we could see 
all things as they really 
are. When our prayers 
seem not to be answered, 
we are to cling to the 
promise; for the time of 
answering will surely 
come, and we shall re-
ceive the blessing we 
need most. But to claim 
that prayer will always 
be answered in the very 
way and for the particu-
lar thing that we desire, 
is presumption. God is 

too wise to err, and too 
good to withhold any 
good thing from them 
that walk uprightly. Then 
do not fear to trust Him, 
even though you do not 
see the immediate an-
swer to your prayers. 
Rely upon His sure 
promise, “Ask, and it 
shall be given you.” 

If we take counsel with 
our doubts and fears, or 
try to solve everything 
that we cannot see clear-
ly, before we have faith, 
perplexities will only in-
crease and deepen. But if 
we come to God, feeling 
helpless and dependent, 
as we really are, and in 
humble, trusting faith 
make known our wants 
to Him whose knowl-
edge is infinite, who sees 
everything in creation, 
and who governs every-
thing by His will and 
word, He can and will at-
tend to our cry, and will 
let light shine into our 
hearts. Through sincere 
prayer we are brought 
into connection with the 
mind of the Infinite. We 
may have no remarkable 
evidence at the time that 
the face of our Redeemer 
is bending over us in 
compassion and love, 
but this is even so. We 
may not feel His visible 
touch, but His hand is 
upon us in love and pity-
ing tenderness. 

When we come to ask 
mercy and blessing 
from God we should 
have a spirit of love and 
forgiveness in our own 
hearts. How can we pray, 
“Forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors,” 
and yet indulge an unfor-
giving spirit? Matthew 
6:12. If we expect our 
own prayers to be heard 
we must forgive others 
in the same manner and 
to the same extent as we 
hope to be forgiven. 

Perseverance in prayer 
has been made a condi-
tion of receiving. We 
must pray always if we 
would grow in faith and 
experience. We are to 
be “instant in prayer,” to 
“continue in prayer, and 
watch in the same with 
thanksgiving.” Romans 
12:12; Colossians 4:2. 
Peter exhorts believers to 
be “sober, and watch unto 
prayer.” 1 Peter 4:7. Paul 
directs, “In everything 
by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiv-
ing let your requests be 
made known unto God.” 
Philippians 4:6. “But 
ye, beloved,” says Jude, 
“praying in the Holy 
Ghost, keep yourselves 
in the love of God.” Jude 
20, 21. Unceasing prayer 
is the unbroken union of 
the soul with God, so that 
life from God flows into 
our life; and from our 
life, purity and holiness 
flow back to God. 

There is necessity for 
diligence in prayer; let 
nothing hinder you. 
Make every effort to 
keep open the commu-
nion between Jesus and 
your own soul. Seek 
every opportunity to go 
where prayer is wont to 
be made. Those who are 
really seeking for com-
munion with God will be 
seen in the prayer meet-
ing, faithful to do their 
duty and earnest and 
anxious to reap all the 
benefits they can gain. 
They will improve every 
opportunity of placing 
themselves where they 
can receive the rays of 
light from heaven. 

We should pray in the 
family circle, and above 
all we must not neglect 
secret prayer, for this is 
the life of the soul. It is 
impossible for the soul 
to flourish while prayer 
is neglected. Family or 
public prayer alone is 
not sufficient. In solitude 
let the soul be laid open 
to the inspecting eye of 
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God. Secret prayer is 
to be heard only by the 
prayer-hearing God. No 
curious ear is to receive 
the burden of such peti-
tions. In secret prayer 
the soul is free from sur-
rounding influences, free 
from excitement. Calmly, 
yet fervently, will it reach 
out after God. Sweet 
and abiding will be the 
influence emanating 
from Him who seeth in 
secret, whose ear is open 
to hear the prayer arising 
from the heart. By calm, 
simple faith the soul 
holds communion with 
God and gathers to itself 
rays of divine light to 
strengthen and sustain it 
in the conflict with Satan. 
God is our tower of 
strength. 

Pray in your closet, and 
as you go about your 
daily labor let your heart 
be often uplifted to God. 
It was thus that Enoch 
walked with God. These 
silent prayers rise like 
precious incense be-
fore the throne of grace. 
Satan cannot overcome 
him whose heart is thus 
stayed upon God. 

There is no time or place 
in which it is inappropri-
ate to offer up a petition 
to God. There is nothing 
that can prevent us from 
lifting up our hearts in the 
spirit of earnest prayer. In 
the crowds of the street, 
in the midst of a business 
engagement, we may 
send up a petition to God 
and plead for divine guid-
ance, as did Nehemiah 
when he made his request 
before King Artaxerxes. 
A closet of communion 
may be found wherever 
we are. We should have 
the door of the heart open 
continually and our invi-
tation going up that Jesus 
may come and abide as 
a heavenly guest in the 
soul. 

Although there may be 
a tainted, corrupted at-
mosphere around us, 
we need not breathe its 

miasma, but may live in 
the pure air of heaven. 
We may close every door 
to impure imaginings 
and unholy thoughts by 
lifting the soul into the 
presence of God through 
sincere prayer. Those 
whose hearts are open 
to receive the support 
and blessing of God will 
walk in a holier atmo-
sphere than that of earth 
and will have constant 
communion with heaven. 

We need to have more 
distinct views of Jesus 
and a fuller comprehen-
sion of the value of eter-
nal realities. The beauty 
of holiness is to fill the 
hearts of God’s children; 
and that this may be ac-
complished, we should 
seek for divine disclo-
sures of heavenly things. 

Let the soul be drawn out 
and upward, that God 
may grant us a breath of 
the heavenly atmosphere. 
We may keep so near to 
God that in every unex-
pected trial our thoughts 
will turn to Him as natu-
rally as the flower turns 
to the sun. 

Keep your wants, your 
joys, your sorrows, your 
cares, and your fears 
before God. You cannot 
burden Him; you can-
not weary Him. He who 
numbers the hairs of your 
head is not indifferent to 
the wants of His children. 
“The Lord is very pitiful, 
and of tender mercy.” 
James 5:11. His heart of 
love is touched by our 
sorrows and even by 
our utterances of them. 
Take to Him everything 
that perplexes the mind. 
Nothing is too great for 
Him to bear, for He holds 
up worlds, He rules over 
all the affairs of the uni-
verse. Nothing that in 
any way concerns our 
peace is too small for 
Him to notice. There is 
no chapter in our experi-
ence too dark for Him to 
read; there is no perplex-
ity too difficult for Him 
to unravel. No calam-
ity can befall the least of 
His children, no anxiety 

harass the soul, no joy 
cheer, no sincere prayer 
escape the lips, of which 
our heavenly Father is 
unobservant, or in which 
He takes no immediate 
interest. “He healeth the 
broken in heart, and bin-
deth up their wounds.” 
Psalm 147:3. The rela-
tions between God and 
each soul are as distinct 
and full as though there 
were not another soul 
upon the earth to share 
His watchcare, not an-
other soul for whom He 
gave His beloved Son. 

Jesus said, “Ye shall ask 
in My name: and I say 
not unto you, that I will 
pray the Father for you: 
for the Father Himself 
loveth you.” “I have cho-
sen you: ... that whatso-
ever ye shall ask of the 
Father in My name, He 
may give it you.” John 
16:26, 27; 15:16. But 
to pray in the name of 
Jesus is something more 
than a mere mention of 
that name at the begin-
ning and the ending of 
a prayer. It is to pray in 
the mind and spirit of 
Jesus, while we believe 
His promises, rely upon 
His grace, and work His 
works. 

God does not mean that 
any of us should become 
hermits or monks and 
retire from the world in 
order to devote ourselves 
to acts of worship. The 
life must be like Christ’s 
life—between the moun-
tain and the multitude. 
He who does nothing but 
pray will soon cease to 
pray, or his prayers will 
become a formal routine. 
When men take them-
selves out of social life, 
away from the sphere of 
Christian duty and cross 
bearing; when they cease 
to work earnestly for 
the Master, who worked 
earnestly for them, they 
lose the subject matter 
of prayer and have no in-
centive to devotion. Their 
prayers become personal 
and selfish. They can-
not pray in regard to the 
wants of humanity or the 
upbuilding of Christ’s 

kingdom, pleading for 
strength wherewith to 
work. 

We sustain a loss when 
we neglect the privilege 
of associating together to 
strengthen and encourage 
one another in the service 
of God. The truths of His 
word lose their vividness 
and importance in our 
minds. Our hearts cease 
to be enlightened and 
aroused by their sanctify-
ing influence, and we de-
cline in spirituality. In our 
association as Christians 
we lose much by lack of 
sympathy with one an-
other. He who shuts him-
self up to himself is not 
filling the position that 
God designed he should. 
The proper cultivation 
of the social elements in 
our nature brings us into 
sympathy with others 
and is a means of devel-
opment and strength to 
us in the service of God. 

If Christians would asso-
ciate together, speaking 
to each other of the love 
of God and of the pre-
cious truths of redemp-
tion, their own hearts 
would be refreshed and 
they would refresh one 
another. We may be daily 
learning more of our 
heavenly Father, gain-
ing a fresh experience of 
His grace; then we shall 
desire to speak of His 
love; and as we do this, 
our own hearts will be 
warmed and encouraged. 
If we thought and talked 
more of Jesus, and less of 
self, we should have far 
more of His presence. 

If we would but think of 
God as often as we have 
evidence of His care for 
us we should keep Him 
ever in our thoughts and 
should delight to talk of 
Him and to praise Him. 
We talk of temporal 
things because we have 
an interest in them. We 
talk of our friends be-
cause we love them; our 
joys and our sorrows 
are bound up with them. 
Yet we have infinitely 

greater reason to love 
God than to love our 
earthly friends; it should 
be the most natural thing 
in the world to make Him 
first in all our thoughts, 
to talk of His goodness 
and tell of His power. 
The rich gifts He has 
bestowed upon us were 
not intended to absorb 
our thoughts and love 
so much that we should 
have nothing to give to 
God; they are constantly 
to remind us of Him 
and to bind us in bonds 
of love and gratitude to 
our heavenly Benefactor. 
We dwell too near the 
lowlands of earth. Let us 
raise our eyes to the open 
door of the sanctuary 
above, where the light of 
the glory of God shines 
in the face of Christ, 
who “is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by Him.” 
Hebrews 7:25. 

We need to praise God 
more “for His goodness, 
and for His wonderful 
works to the children 
of men.” Psalm 107:8. 
Our devotional exercises 
should not consist wholly 
in asking and receiving. 
Let us not be always 
thinking of our wants and 
never of the benefits we 
receive. We do not pray 
any too much, but we 
are too sparing of giving 
thanks. We are the con-
stant recipients of God’s 
mercies, and yet how lit-
tle gratitude we express, 
how little we praise Him 
for what He has done for 
us. 

Anciently the Lord bade 
Israel, when they met 
together for His service, 
“Ye shall eat before the 
Lord your God, and ye 
shall rejoice in all that 
ye put your hand unto, 
ye and your households, 
wherein the Lord thy 
God hath blessed thee.” 
Deuteronomy 12:7. That 
which is done for the 
glory of God should be 
done with cheerfulness, 
with songs of praise and 
thanksgiving, not with 

sadness and gloom. 

Our God is a tender, mer-
ciful Father. His service 
should not be looked 
upon as a heart-sadden-
ing, distressing exercise. 
It should be a pleasure 
to worship the Lord and 
to take part in His work. 
God would not have His 
children, for whom so 
great salvation has been 
provided, act as if He 
were a hard, exacting 
taskmaster. He is their 
best friend; and when 
they worship Him, He 
expects to be with them, 
to bless and comfort 
them, filling their hearts 
with joy and love. The 
Lord desires His children 
to take comfort in His 
service and to find more 
pleasure than hardship 
in His work. He desires 
that those who come to 
worship Him shall carry 
away with them precious 
thoughts of His care and 
love, that they may be 
cheered in all the em-
ployments of daily life, 
that they may have grace 
to deal honestly and 
faithfully in all things. 

We must gather about 
the cross. Christ and Him 
crucified should be the 
theme of contemplation, 
of conversation, and of 
our most joyful emotion. 
We should keep in our 
thoughts every blessing 
we receive from God, 
and when we realize His 
great love we should be 
willing to trust every-
thing to the hand that was 
nailed to the cross for us. 

The soul may ascend 
nearer heaven on the 
wings of praise. God is 
worshiped with song 
and music in the courts 
above, and as we ex-
press our gratitude we 
are approximating to the 
worship of the heavenly 
hosts. “Whoso offer
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POLICE ROLE ON 
COVID-19 NATIONAL 
WORKING GROUP 
CRUCIAL

Basseterre, St. Kitts, 
March 10, 2020 
(RSCNPF): The Royal 
St. Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force were among 
several agencies listed as 
members of the National 
COVID-19 Working 
Group during an address 
on Sunday, March 08, 
2020 by Prime Minister, 
Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris.

The organisation is 
represented on this 
Working Group by 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s 

Cromwell Henry and 
Travis Rogers.

Superintendent Henry 
explained that the Police 
are there to provide secu-
rity at locations that are 
designated as quarantine 
facilities and to generally 
provide support to the 
health authorities while 
they discharge their 
responsibilities.

“The Quarantine Act and 
its recent regulations give 
the Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) and the public 
health authorities certain 
powers to quarantine per-
sons who are infected or 
suspected to be infected 
with any disease that is 

a threat to public health. 
It also creates offences 
for persons who refuse 
to subject themselves to 
the instructions and di-
rections of persons from 
the health authority,” out-
lined the Superintendent. 
“So, the Police’s role 
would be to enforce any 
directions that are given 
by the CMO.”
The Public Health 
(Quarantine) Regulations 
makes reference to the 
powers and duties of the 
Police and the Defence 
Force.

During his address, Prime 
Minister Harris stated 
that the Working Group 

is chaired by the National 
Disaster Coordinator at 
the National Emergency 
Management Agency 
(NEMA), Mr. Abdias 
Samuel.

“It also consists of key 
representatives of the rel-
evant ministries and de-
partments including the 
Chief Medical Officer, 
the Chief Immigration 
Officer, Comptroller of 
Customs, along with rep-
resentatives from the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Defence 
Force, and The Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force,” he said.

The Prime Minister com-
mended the group for 

their “excellent work to 
date.”

“The Working Group 
was instrumental in 
strengthening surveil-
lance at all ports of entry 
in the Federation and in 
conducting a successful 
simulation exercise to 
test the alert and com-
munication systems of 
our national response 
mechanism. The simula-
tion exercise was suc-
cessfully executed,” Dr. 
Harris said.

He added that the group 
had already conducted 
sensitisation sessions 
with a number of govern-
ment and private sector 

entities.

“They are committed to 
supporting the govern-
ment’s preparedness and 
response activities. The 
committee remains open 
to provide similar tech-
nical support to other 
entities.”

He stressed that the 
Ministry of Health is 
the local reliable of-
ficial source of such 
information and could 
be contacted by dialling 
467-1172 or 467-1108. 
To date, there have been 
no confirmed cases in St. 
Kits and Nevis.
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