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By Loshaun Dixon 

Tourism Minister 
Lindsay Grant has hit 
back against the naysay-
ers spreading rumours 
about him and his law 
partner Jonel Powell fol-
lowing a recent judge-
ment that is forcing him 
to appear before a legal 
tribunal, an action which 
could ban him from 
practicing law if found 
guilty of professional 
misconduct.

Grant and Powell have 
been ordered to appear 
before a disciplinary tri-
bunal of two judges to

determine if they should 
be struck off the court’s 
roll of lawyers or be sus-
pended from practice.

This stems from a case 
involving Tanzanian 
Tobin Tanzie, their for-
mer client in May 2013.

Tanzie had paid Grant 
and Powell US$ 460,000 
to purchase a condomini-
um as part of the

Citizenship by 

Investment Programme. 
He later filed a suit on 
Dec 22, 2017 accus-
ing Grant and Powell of 
breaching their fiduciary 
duty and acted fraudu-
lently in dealing with the 
purchase and sought a 
court order seeking the 
return of the money after 
he said the lawyers did 
not pay out the purchase 
price. 

A fiery Grant in a gov-
ernment townhall lashed 
out against claims that 

have been made over 
the airwaves regarding 
the matter. Some have 
even called for Grant to 
resign as a minister of 
government over the in-
cident. “You have been 
hearing a lot on the radio 
and social media. I think 
politics is bigger than my 
personal matters. When 
people bang my name 
all over the place I have 
to come to the defense of 
my good name.”

Grant said they received 
the money from the cli-
ent and his firm started 
to process his things to 
satisfy what the client 

wanted. “It is a lot of 
politics. I have been 
very circumspect about 
the matter. All I am tell-
ing my constituents and 
the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis. I did not take 
nobody’s money. I don’t 
have anyone’s money.”

Grant recalled that he 
was the only politician 
in St. Kitts and Nevis to 
declare he and his fam-
ily’s assets. “I am the 
only man in the history 
of politics in this country 

to put down my assets, 
my wife’s assets and 
my children’s assets for 
everyone to scrutinize. 
If they want me to do it 
again, I can do it because 
my hands are clean!”

Grant encouraged his 
constituents and the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis to judge him based 
on his record of perfor-
mance in government 
as opposed to what has 
been portrayed over so-
cial media.“My only goal 
is to fight for the people 
of constituency four and 
bring home this thing.”

Grant fires back  
“My hands are 

clean.”

“You have been hearing a lot on the radio 
and social media. I think politics is bigger 

than my personal matters. When people 
bang my name all over the place I have to 

come to the defense of my good name.”
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CORONA VIRUS:  
Steps to Prevent Illness

There is currently no 
vaccine to prevent coro-
navirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19).

The best way to prevent 
illness is to avoid being 
exposed to this virus.

The virus is thought 
to spread mainly from 
person-to-person.

Between people who are 
in close contact with one 
another (within about 6 
feet).

Through respiratory 
droplets produced when 
an infected person 
coughs or sneezes.

These droplets can land 
in the mouths or noses of 
people who are nearby or 
possibly be inhaled into 
the lungs.

Older adults and people 
who have severe under-
lying chronic medical 
conditions like heart or 
lung disease or diabe-
tes seem to be at higher 
risk for developing more 
serious complications 
from COVID-19 illness. 
Please consult with your 
health care provider 
about additional steps 
you may be able to take 
to protect yourself.

Take steps to protect 
yourself

Clean your hands often

Wash your hands often 
with soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds es-
pecially after you have 
been in a public place, or 
after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing.

If soap and water are 
not readily available, 
use a hand sanitizer that 

contains at least 60% al-
cohol. Cover all surfaces 
of your hands and rub 
them together until they 
feel dry.

Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and mouth 
with unwashed hands.

Avoid close contact

Avoid close contact with 
people who are sick

Put distance between 
yourself and other people 
if COVID-19 is spread-
ing in your community. 
This is especially impor-
tant for people who are 
at higher risk of getting 
very sick.

Take steps to protect 
others

Stay home if you’re sick

Stay home if you are 
sick, except to get medi-
cal care. Learn what to 
do if you are sick.

Cover coughs and 
sneezes

Cover your mouth and 
nose with a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze or 
use the inside of your 
elbow.

Throw used tissues in the 
trash.

Immediately wash your 
hands with soap and wa-
ter for at least 20 seconds. 
If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean 
your hands with a hand 
sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol.

Wear a facemask if you 
are sick

If you are sick:  You 
should wear a facemask 

when you are around 
other people (e.g., shar-
ing a room or vehicle) 
and before you enter a 
healthcare provider’s of-
fice. If you are not able to 
wear a facemask (for ex-
ample, because it causes 
trouble breathing), then 
you should do your best 
to cover your coughs and 
sneezes, and people who 
are caring for you should 
wear a facemask if they 
enter your room. Learn 
what to do if you are sick.

If you are NOT sick: 
You do not need to wear 
a facemask unless you 
are caring for someone 
who is sick (and they are 
not able to wear a face-
mask). Facemasks may 
be in short supply and 
they should be saved for 
caregivers.

Clean and disinfect

Clean AND disinfect 
frequently touched sur-
faces daily. This includes 
tables, doorknobs, light 
switches, countertops, 
handles, desks, phones, 
keyboards, toilets, fau-
cets, and sinks.

If surfaces are dirty, clean 
them: Use detergent or 
soap and water prior to 
disinfection.

To disinfect:

Most common EPA-
registered household dis-
infectants will work. Use 
disinfectants appropriate 
for the surface.

Options include:

Diluting your household 
bleach.

To make a bleach solu-
tion, mix:

5 tablespoons (1/3rd 
cup) bleach per gallon of 
water

OR

4 teaspoons bleach per 
quart of water

Follow manufacturer’s 
instructions for applica-
tion and proper ventila-
tion. Check to ensure the 
product is not past its ex-
piration date. Never mix 
household bleach with 
ammonia or any other 
cleanser. Unexpired 
household bleach will be 

effective against corona-
viruses when properly 
diluted.

Alcohol solutions.

Ensure solution has at 
least 70% alcohol.

Other common EPA-
registered household 
disinfectants.

Products with EPA-
approved emerging viral 
pathogens pdf icon[7 
pages]external icon 
claims are expected 
to be effective against 

COVID-19 based on data 
for harder to kill viruses. 
Follow the manufac-
turer’s instructions for all 
cleaning and disinfection 
products (e.g., concentra-
tion, application method 
and contact time, etc.).

Content source: National 
Center for Immunization 
and Respiratory Diseases 
(NCIRD), Division of 
Viral Diseases

https://www.cdc.gov/
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 Stay calm.

EDItORIAl

We have already written about the corona virus, but like all other media out-

lets, we need to write again and make comparisons to previous epidemics.

Corona is unlike HIV/AIDS which is an avoidable disease.  You must engage 

in certain behaviour in order to become infected with AIDS – except when it 

is mother to child infection. Unlike this, and like SARS and the others, you 

don’t have to be doing anything unusual in order to get Covid 9. But, unlike 

SARS and the others, this virus  seems to have a greater life span and the 

experts are still learning about it each day.. They advice that we   socially dis-

tant – defined as 3 feet away - from the next person.This is suggested in case 
the person next to you is infected,it can reduce the chances of you getting the 

virus .

Because of the  unusual length of time  it appears to be able to remain alive 

,which is much longer than other viruses, especially on hard surfaces that are 

most often found in buildings; surfaces like counter tops, we are encouraged 

to wash our hands with soap and water regularly and to wipe services with 

soap and water often. 

In other words, the Corona virus is like no other in recent history, and perhaps 

in all history, so much so that some persons describe it as one of the end-of-

time plagues predicted in the Bible. In fact, the virus is so diabolical that it 

has changed the way we worship, have communion, use our hospitals, greet 

and care for loved ones. It has also changed our vocabulary to introduce terms 

like social distancing.  Touching people now, deliberately or accidentally, may 

become a death sentence and a criminal act. 

There is also the economic impact which is still unfolding.  

But there is encouraging news. If established protocols are followed, we will 

be ok.  So wash and or disinfect hands regularly.  Keep your distance.  Keep 

away from crowds. Keep your hands from touching your face as you might 

be transferring the bacteria . . Stock up on essential foods but don’t go over-

board.  And above all, do not panic.

By Petra Mc Sheene

Even though no cases 
of the COVID-19 virus 
have been recorded in 
St. Kitts and Nevis  some 
events in the Federation 
have been cancelled or 
postponed, including the 
Rams’ Track & Field 
Meet, TDC Inter-School 
Championships, Black 
San Festival Activities, 
DJ Tero’s Glow 
Gasm, the Observer’s 
Information Fair just to 
name a few. 

Across the region, 
events that have been 
cancelled include 
Jamaica Carnival, St. 
Maarten Carnival and 
St. Lucia Jazz Festival. 
Internationally, some ma-
jor events have also been 
postponed as well such 
as the Boston Marathon 
and the remainder of the 
NBA Season. 

Health officials continue 

to urge persons to take 
precautionary measures 
to prevent being infected 
with the disease. 

SKN Athletics in a press 
conference last week 
was confident that the 
virus would not lead to 
any cancellations of their 
events but had to change 
by Monday.

SKN athletics in a 
statement announced 
that the RAM’S 
Inter Primary School 
Athletics Competition 
and the TDC Inter High 
School Championships 
have been postponed 
indefinitely.
 “The two marquis sport-
ing events, originally 
scheduled for March 21 
and 22 and March 27-29 
respectively, were put on 
hold after extensive de-
liberations with all stake-
holders and the advice of 
the Ministry of Health,” 

the statement read.

 Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Youth and 
Sport Daryll Lloyd said, 
“The health and well-
being of our citizens is of 
greatest priority and the 
Ministry of Sports has 
taken a principled stance 
to ensure that we do not 
compromise anyone’s 
health as we seek to pre-
vent the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”. 

He said there will be 
continued discussions to 
determine future dates 
for the events, once the 
all clear is given.  “The 
Ministry of Sport is 
charged with the devel-
opment of athletes and 
other related stakehold-
ers A the sporting sector 
and is also mandated to 
ensure that safety is a 
matter of priority while 
working toward such.”

Events Postponed Due 

to COVID-19
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“Each household 
will receive a 65 

gallon bin.”

Stapleton Extension First to  
Receive Smart Bins

By Petra Mc Sheene

As part of a ground-
breaking initiative the 
Solid Waste Management 
Corporation (SWMC) 
has launched its National 
Smart Garbage Bin 
Distribution Programme.  
A total of 12,000 bins 
will be distributed 
around St. Kitts over the 
course of six months. 
Every household will be 
receiving one.  

At the launching ceremo-
ny in Stapleton on Mar. 
16, Eugene Hamilton 
Minister of Health said 
the distribution of the 
bins is part of the initia-
tive of keeping our com-
munities clean, a process 
which started a year ago. 
A clean-up campaign 
was started where bins 
were placed in differ-
ent communities and 
garbage and scrap metal 
were collected and taken 
to the landfill site.
Hamilton noted his min-
istry engaged a team 
from Miami to remove 
all the scrap metal and 
the team went around the 
island collecting scrap 
metal and removing 
derelict vehicles. Seven 
million pounds of scrap 
metal out of St. Kitts 
have already been ex-
ported to Miami accord-
ing to Hamilton. 

“Adding now to the 

process of cleaning up 
our country, each house-
hold will receive a 65 
gallon bin to be able to 
secure their garbage to be 
collected by the trucks. 
The bin has a technology 
that can identify where 
and whom it belongs to.” 

The first person to receive 
a bin was Paulette Ottley, 
who expressed gratitude 
and appreciation for the 

bin as the one she had 
before was destroyed. 

“Let it be understood that 
the Team Unity govern-
ment’s approach has 
been and will continue to 
be where we include the 
entire country in what 
we are doing, which is 
the greatest good for the 
greatest number of peo-
ple. It is what we have 
been charged to do and 
we are living up to that 
motto,” Hamilton said.

He said health is an im-
portant aspect for all to 
pay attention to and gar-
bage not properly stored 
and collected creates an 

atmosphere for rats and 
all kinds of diseases to 
be able to be transmitted 
from garbage dumps to 
pets to humans. 

“We are concerned about 
the health of our people 
not only what we do at 
JNF Hospital but what 
we do in our backyards. 
So in the backyards of 
which we live, we are 
bringing people some-

thing for them to appre-
ciate that it is good to 
practice and implement 
good habits so that health 
can be maintained all 
across the country.”

Program Manager for 
ProSource Reginald 
Clarke gave brief re-
marks in which he ex-
plained what is to go in 
the bin. “No batteries, 
no propane cylinders, no 
tyres, paints or solvents 
or hazardous materials. 
The advantage of the bin 
is that it will be lifted by 
the truck.”

Clarke explained that 
in the event that the bin 

members and staff of Prosource  

Hamilton congratulates Miss Ottley
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Craddock Road  
Rehabilitation Project 
moving closer to  
completion, Minister 
Brand pleased

“We will continue to make sure 
that we deliver high quality 

road network throughout the 
length and breadth of Nevis”.

Asphalting work on a section of the Craddock Road Rehabilita-
tion Project on March 13, 2020

Craddock Road 
Rehabilitation Project 
moving closer to comple-
tion, Minister Brand 
pleased

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (March 16, 
2020) – The section of 

road from Big Rock to 
the Social Security road 
junction of the Craddock 
Road Rehabilitation 
Project is completed, fol-
lowing the final asphalt-
ing by the Public Works 
Department (PWD) on 
Friday, March 13, 2020. 

Work had commenced on 
that portion of the project 
in late January 2020.

Hon. Spencer 
Brand, Minister of 
Communication and 
Works, who is also re-
sponsible for the Public 

Works Department who 
executed the project, ex-
pressed satisfaction with 
the quality of work done 
by the department so far 
on the project, when he 
visited the site on Friday.

“I am happy to see 
that another phase of 
the Craddock Road 
Rehabilitation Project 

is completed today. I 
believe that the Public 
Works Department con-
tinues to work long and 
hard to ensure that we 
deliver for the people 
of Nevis good quality 
roadways…

“I’m satisfied with the 
quality of work. I believe 
that the Public Works 
Department continues 
to deliver a good quality 
product and I certainly 
want to continue to en-
courage them. I hope 
that they will continue 
to grow from strength 
to strength and continue 
to make significant im-
provement,” he said.

Mr. Brand used the 

opportunity to thank the 
residents for their pa-
tience and understand-
ing during the road’s 
construction.

The minister stated that 
the demand for improved 
road networking con-
tinues to grow on Nevis 
and gave the assurance 
that the Nevis Island 

Administration would 
continue to do the best 
it can to deal with the 
matter.

“We will continue to 
make sure that we deliver 
high quality road network 
throughout the length 
and breadth of Nevis. 
We certainly understand 
that there is a great de-
mand for improved road 
networking throughout 
Nevis and we will do 
the best we can with the 
limited resources that we 
have,” he said.

Meantime, Dr. Ernie 
Stapleton, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Communications and 
Works, says work from 

the Big Rock to the 
Island Main Road section 
in the vicinity of Harlem 
Shelter has commenced.

“Currently a few walls 
are being reconstructed 
before the actual road 
work is done. The Nevis 
Water Department has al-
ready completed the pipe 
upgrade in the area.

“Both sections of the 
road from Big Rock to 
the main road by Harlem 
Shelter Bar and from Big 
Rock to TDC should be 
completed by June 2020 
barring any unforeseen 
circumstances,” he said.

Work on the 5,600 
feet Craddock Road 
Rehabilitation Project 
commenced in December 
2018. The project, which 
is expected to cost the 
NIA more than $5 mil-
lion, also entails a com-
prehensive drainage plan 
by the PWD and an up-
grade of the water trans-
mission and distribution 
system in the area by the 
Nevis Water Department.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday March 20th, 2020NewS Page:7

PM HARRIS APPlAUDS  
St. KIttS-NEVIS’ PlAN  
AND RESPONSE  
tO tHE  
COVID-19  
OUtBREAK

Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris speaking at Tuesday’s Discussions for a Safer, Stronger  
Future Town Hall meeting in Newton Ground

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, 
March 18, 2020 (Press 
Unit in the Office of the 
Prime Minister) – As of 
today, March 18, 2020, 
the Federation of St. 
Kitts and Nevis has not 
recorded any confirmed 
cases of the COVID-19 
(novel coronavirus), de-
spite the fact that at least 
150 countries and territo-
ries worldwide, including 
several neighbouring is-
lands, have been affected 
by the disease.

 Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris said this was not 
by chance, but rather 
as a result of early and 
effective planning, as 
well as the hard work 
and commitment of the 
COVID-19 National 
Working Group and the 
health practitioners in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.
 “Very early we started 
working a plan—a plan 
to protect the people of 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
to keep you safe for as 
long as we could. That is 
why way back in January 
the CMO [Chief Medical 
Officer] became acti-
vated. 21st of December, 
2019, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
spoke to an emergency 

in the health sector with 
respect to corona. By 
January, patriotic civil 
servants understood their 
role to forecast, to pre-
dict, to prepare and to 
plan for the country and 
they started doing their 
work,” Prime Minister 
Harris said at Tuesday 
(March 17) evening’s 
special town hall meet-
ing that focused on the 
Federation’s response to 
the COVID-19 virus.

 The COVID-19 National 
Working Group is led 
by Mr. Abdias Samuel, 
National Disaster 
Coordinator, and consists 
of key representatives 
of the relevant minis-
tries and departments, 
including the Chief 
Medical Officer, Chief 
Immigration Officer, 
Comptroller of Customs, 
along with representa-
tives from the St. Kitts & 
Nevis Defense Force and 
the Royal St. Christopher 
& Nevis Police Force. 

 While the government 
continues to do its part 
to protect its citizens, 
Prime Minister Harris is 
encouraging persons to 

adopt simple hygienic 
practices and to eat more 
fruits and vegetables 
to boost one’s immune 
system “so that you may 
protect yourselves and be 
among the 80 percent of 
people who, when the vi-
rus comes, they will have 
a mild reaction to it.”

 To protect its borders, 
the Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis issued 
travel advisories for 
persons travelling from 
China, Italy, Iran, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, South 
Korea, Japan, the United 
Kingdom (UK), France, 
Germany and Spain.

 Persons intending to 
travel from these afore-
mentioned destinations 
are advised not to travel 
to St. Kitts and Nevis at 
this time. In the event that 
such travelers arrive in 
our Federation they will 
be subjected to a manda-
tory 14-day quarantine 
period following screen-
ing at the port of entry.

 A set of protocols is also 
in place at the Joseph 
N. France General 
Hospital to respond in 

the likelihood of a con-
firmed COVID-19 case 
in St. Kitts and Nevis. 
A health emergency op-
erating center has been 

set up in the conference 
room at the hospital. 
Furthermore, an infec-
tion and prevention con-
trol guidance manual has 

been produced by the 
Ministry of Health that 
addresses every aspect if 
a COVID-19 case reach-
es the hospital.
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NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (March 19, 
2020) -- The follow-
ing is the full text of an 
address delivered by 
Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis and the 
Minister of Health on 
developments surround-
ing the new coronavirus 
(COVID-19).

My brothers and sisters 
good afternoon,

As promised when I made 
a statement two days 
ago, it is my intention to 
keep the Nevisian public 
fully informed with ac-
curate information as to 
the developments sur-
rounding the coronavirus 
or COVID-19 and this 
global pandemic.

I am pleased to report 
that as of today 19th 
March, 2020, our be-
loved Federation still 
has no confirmed cases 
of COVID-19. Testing 
is being done and thus 
far we are grateful that 
all results obtained have 
been negative. While we 
pray that that continues 
we continue to prepare 
for the real possibility 
that over time we might 
develop cases here in 
Nevis and in the wider 
Federation. As such my 
government continues to 
take every prudent mea-
sure on the advice of the 
Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. [Hazel] Laws and 
the Federal Task Force 
as well as the head of 
our local effort Dr. Judy 
Nisbett.

I assure the Nevisian pub-
lic that the NIA will con-
tinue to work closely with 
the Federal Government 
to ensure that timely and 
accurate information is 
quickly disseminated to 
the people of Nevis and 
that all protocols that 
are federally mandated 
are implemented and ad-
hered to.

As we are all aware this is 
the sports season, a time 

looked forward to by 
many. The Gulf Insurance 
Inter Primary Sports 
Meet or Mini Olympics 
continues to be the larg-
est sporting event in the 
Federation, attracting 
crowds of several thou-
sands. This event was 
scheduled for April 1st, 
2020. The Charlestown 
Primary School is the de-
fending champion and I 
am aware that our young 
athletes at Charlestown 
Primary School and the 
other schools have been 
training hard with their 
coaches, teachers and 
their parents to put on the 
usual spectacular show.

In the face of the threat 
of COVID-19 and in 
my government’s usual 
consultative approach, a 
wide ranging stakeholder 
meeting was convened 
and consultation was held 
with the primary spon-
sor of the Inter Primary 
Championships, Gulf 
Insurance, all the primary 
schools on the island and 
our local task force lead-
ing the local effort on the 
island of Nevis.

On Monday, March 
16th, a telephone con-
versation was had with 
Mr. Jason Clarke, the 
Chief Executive Officer 
of Gulf Insurance Ltd. 
It was made clear by 
Gulf Insurance that they 
would prefer that the 
Inter Primary schools 
meet be postponed.

On Wednesday 18th, a 
meeting was held with 
Superintendent Lyndon 
David of the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force, Nevis 
Branch, and he also rec-
ommended a postpone-
ment of the Inter Primary 
championship.

On Thursday, 19th, a tele-
phone conversation with 
Karl Lewis of the local 
agent for Gulf Insurance 
Ltd. also revealed the 
local agent’s preference 
for postponement of the 

event.

A meeting of all head 
teachers of our pri-
mary schools and also 
the Cecele Browne 
Integrated School was 
held at 9:00 a.m. yester-
day, March 18th, 2020. 
The feedback was solicit-
ed from the head teachers 
and also from the meet 
manager Mr. Garfield 
Virgo in relation to the 
upcoming Gulf Insurance 
Inter Primary champion-
ships. The unanimous 
position was that the 
Inter Primary champion-
ships be postponed until 
further notice.

A further meeting with 
the Nevis Task Force on 
COVID-19 led by Dr. 
Judy Nisbett was held at 
2:00 p.m. on March 18th, 
2020.

The task force voted 
unanimously that the 
event be suspended in 
light of the fact that the 
size of the event makes it 
difficult to control poten-
tial transmission and sub-
sequent contact tracing.

The Department and 
Ministry of Education has 
also recommended that 
the Inter Primary cham-
pionship be postponed.

The Cabinet of the NIA 
would have convened 
today under the chair-
manship of the Hon. 
Alexis Jeffers, as Acting 
Premier, and has deter-
mined that in light of the 
strong recommendations 
of the primary sponsors 

and principal stakehold-
ers that this year’s stag-
ing of the Inter Primary 
schools championship, 
scheduled for April 1, 
2020, be postponed until 
further notice.

My brothers and sisters, 
we are also aware that 
the much anticipated 
Agricultural Open Day 
was scheduled for the 
26th and 27th March 
2020. After consultations 
with the various stake-
holders and the indica-
tion from the Taiwanese 
and our friends from [St. 
Eustatius] Statia who 
normally attend in large 
numbers that they could 
not attend this year, the 
Cabinet has also accepted 
the recommendation that 
the Agricultural Open 
Day be postponed. At 
this point consideration 
will be given to hosting 
the Agricultural Open 
Day in October 2020, as 
part of the World Food 
Day activities.

Being cognizant of the 
need for greater food 
security, however, the 
Ministry and Department 
of Agriculture will on 
the 26th of March, 2020, 
stage a Farmers Market 
at the top of Government 
Road and will stage a 
similar event at Beach 
Road on the 27th of 
March. Thereafter 
Farmers Markets will be 
staged islandwide to al-
low residents to purchase 
essential food products.

As promised, we have 
convened meetings with 

the crop, animal and 
poultry farmers about in-
creasing short term pro-
duction to ensure greater 
food security on Nevis 
at this difficult time. A 
meeting occurred just 
yesterday 18th March, 
and the government will 
continue to work closely 
with our farmers and fish-
ers to ensure the greatest 
possible food security for 
our island and our wider 
Federation is achieved.

Brothers and sisters, I 
appreciate that the post-
ponement of large events 
such as Inter Primary and 
Agricultural Open Day 
would be unwelcomed 
by most. Many sports 
enthusiasts look forward 
with much anticipation 
to the Mini Olympics 
and the students compete 
each year for glory. I am 
also aware that many of 
our vendors look forward 
to these events to make 
a dollar. The decision 
therefore saddens me 
greatly but my Cabinet 
must be guided by the 
advice of the stakehold-
ers. We apologise to all 
who will be disappointed 
by these decisions, espe-
cially our young athletes, 
our schools, the fans and 
of course our farmers.

We look forward to re-
scheduling these events 
and shall continue to 
engage the stakehold-
ers to determine the best 
approach. However, for 
now the safety and secu-
rity of our people must 
remain paramount.

I should also report, that 
we have now had word 
that some hotels on the 
island will be closing 
and others have already 
closed some depart-
ments. The economic 
shock at the household, 
local and national level 
will be substantial.

I commit to working 
closely with the Hon. 
Prime Minister [Dr. 
Timothy Harris] to 

determine the best ap-
proach for our people, 
bearing in mind that none 
of us brought this calam-
ity on ourselves.

I advise lastly, that I 
have today written 
to the lone member 
of the Parliamentary 
Opposition the Hon. 
Cleone Stapleton 
Simmonds updating her 
on my government’s ef-
forts thus far, and inviting 
her participation in the 
ongoing effort to ensure 
the safety and security of 
our people.

I urge even as I invite that 
agents and candidates of 
political parties cease and 
desist from the treason-
ous practice of spread-
ing fake news to seek 
to mislead and alarm 
the Nevisian public. I 
urge our people to listen 
to our Chief Medical 
Officer and to the local 
team headed by Dr. Judy 
Nisbett for accurate and 
reliable information.

This critical time in the 
life of our island and na-
tion demands calm and 
sober leadership. I will 
continue to provide the 
leadership for which the 
people of Nevis elected 
me, and I assure you that 
working together we can 
and will overcome this 
challenge.

I end by asking us all 
again to pray. God has 
never forsaken us and He 
never will. Let us not tire 
in seeking His face and 
asking for His continued 
grace and mercy.

Thank you and God bless 
you.

Nevis Premier Brantley announces postponement  
of major events due to COVID-19 threat
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Father raffie wallace 

“He has to pay. You cannot expect to kill some-
one’s child and get away with it. Philo’s future 
was looking bright. He would have been some-

body. But his life was cut short”

By Monique Washington

The family of slain 
17-year-old Philo 
Wallace’s five-year-long 
quest for justice and clo-
sure may soon be near 
as a preliminary inquiry 
date has been set for next 
Thursday (March 26) at 

the Magistrate Court in 
Nevis.

In 2018 a Constable of 
the Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
Zaviel Jeffers was 
charged with the death of 
the teenager.

In October 2015, Wallace 
attended a party at 
Enrique’s night club in 
Charlestown where it is 
alleged that an alterca-
tion between him and an 
off-duty member of the  
Police Force identified as 
Constable Jeffers ensued. 
Wallace was shot in the 
chest that night as he ran 
toward the exit. He was 
rushed to the Alexander 
hospital, where he later 
succumbed to his injuries.

Later, a coroner’s in-
quest was conducted on 
January 2016. Jurors 

met every Thursday 
and Friday until March 
10, 2017.The inquest 
called more than two 
dozen witnesses to tes-
tify. Magistrate Yasmine 
Clarke gave her summa-
tion of the inquest to a 
five-member jury, which 
deliberated for two hours 

and rendered, 4-1, a jus-
tifiable homicide verdict 
in favour of Constable 
Jeffers.

No official reason for the 
shooting was ever given 
by Jeffers publicly.

In November 2016 
the Director of Public 
Prosecution (DPP), after 
carrying out a review, 
having considered all 
material before him was 
satisfied that the actions 
of Constable Jeffers 
were, in fact, dispropor-
tionate and could not be 
justified. 
DPP Graham noted 
that he wrote to the 
Commissioner of Police 
Ian Queely and advised 
him that criminal charges 
for the offense of man-
slaughter should be 
brought against constable 

Jeffers.

The Observer contacted 
the father of Wallace, 
Rafael Wallace and his 
wife who noted they had 
just received the news 
on the inquiry and they 
were excited that finally 
there will be some sort of 

closure.

“The length of time it 
took for us to reach here 
is just awful,” his father 
said.

Wife of Wallace, Ramona 
said that the whole expe-
rience of losing his son 
has taken a toll on Rafael. 

“It is a lot on him. He and 
his son were very close. 
This has taken a lot out 
of him. The preliminary 
inquiry is a good thing. 
The family will get some 
closure,” she said. 

Ramona thanked Ruth 
Powell, the Chairperson 
for the Foundation for 
Social Concerns, for pur-
suing the matter by writ-
ing, emailing and meeting 
with the Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley, the Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 

Harris, the Director 
of Public Prosecution 
Valston Graham, and the 
Commissioner of Police 
Hilroy Brandy on the 
matter.

“This time we will get 
closure and this will let 

us know that Philo didn’t 
die in vain. We hope that 
something comes out of 
it,” she said. 

She said that the family 
believes that the reason 
why Jeffers was not pros-
ecuted was because he 

is a police officer. “He 
has to pay. You cannot 
expect to kill someone’s 
child and get away with 
it. Philo’s future was 
looking bright. He would 
have been somebody, but 
his life was cut short.”

The Late Philo Wallace 

Date for PI set in Philo’s death
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Basseterre, St. Kitts, 
March 17, 2020 
(RSCNPF): To tackle 
the issue of speeding 
and speeding related ac-
cidents, the Windsor 
University School of 
Medicine has donated 
four Radar Speed Signs 
along with other items to 
the Traffic Department.
“This morning we are 
here to hand over some 
items to the Police and 
among these items are 
four radar speed signs to 
help the Police in their 
road calming solutions. 
We know that we have in-
cidents of speeding in our 
roadways and we wanted 
to add and help the Police 
in their road calming so-
lutions to curtail these in-
cidents of speeding,” said 
the Director of Security, 
Keithly Hicks.

Mr. Hicks was, at the 
time, speaking at a brief 
handing over ceremony 
that was held on the 
school’s compound on 
March 13, 2020.

A video demonstration of 
what the radars are, and 
the effectiveness and use-
ful nature of the devices 

were shown before the 
items were handed over 
to the Police. The digital 
signs display the speed 
approaching vehicles are 
registering in miles per 
hour (mph). Depending 
on how fast the driver is 
travelling, the sign would 
also display that they 
were going “too fast” and 
instruct them to “slow 
down”.

In addition to the four 
radar signs, also handed 
over were 500 cat’s eye 
reflectors, 50 gallons 
of street marking paint, 
Stop signs, Speed Limit 
signs, and School Zone 
signs. The director ex-
plained that an additional 
50 gallons of paint had 
already been handed 
over to the Police as part 
of their ongoing partner-
ship. The items donated 
amount to approximately 
US$35,000.

He pointed out that the 
digital state-of-the-art 
radar signs were placed 
in Cayon in the vicinity 
of the University and in 
Canada Estate in the vi-
cinity of Ski Academy to 
help ensure the safety of 
students attending these 

institutions.

Superintendent with 
responsibility for the 
Traffic Department, 
Trevor Mills, thanked the 
University for the timely 
items.

“On behalf of the High 
Command and the Traffic 
Department of the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force, I say 
thank you to the Windsor 
University School of 
Medicine for providing us 
with the items mentioned. 
This will certainly assist 
us with our traffic law en-
forcement thus reducing 
speeding and traffic acci-
dents. We want to, again, 
thank you and express our 
appreciation for partner-
ing with the Police.”

The Traffic Department 
continues to encourage 
the public to drive with 
due care and attention and 
avoid speeding especially 
in school zones. The 
speed limit is 40 mph on 
open roads and 20 mph 
in villages, towns and 
school zones.

tRAFFIC DEPARtMENt RECEIVES  
RADAR SPEED SIGNS, SUPPlIES tO AID 

WItH tHE REDUCtION OF SPEEDING

Vice Dean of Windsor University, Dr. Vishal Surender, Associate Dean  
of Student Affairs, Dr. Venkatesh Bheemaiah, Director of Security, Keithly 
Hicks, Superintendent of Traffic, Trevor Mills and officers from the Cayon 

Police Station. 

 Items handed over to the Traffic Department from Windsor 
University. 
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lawsuit? 
What  

lawsuit?

lawsuit against Premier  
and law firm

By Monique Washington

Seven weeks after an al-
leged lawsuit was filed 
against the Premier of 
Nevis Mark Brantley, 
and partners at Daniel 
Brantley and Associates 
by America 2030 Capital 
Limited none of the ac-
cused parties are aware 
of the matter. 

The alleged lawsuit 
was filed on February 
27, 2020 in the United 
States District Court for 
The District of Colorado 
against Mark Brantley, 
Daniel Brantley Law 
Firm, Brain Barnes, 
Elizabeth Harper, Dia 

Forrester, Erik Prince, 
SunPower Business 
Group PTE LTD and 
Tournan Trading PTE 
LTD

America 2030 is an 
international boutique 
investment banking 
firm with emphasis on 
Mergers & Acquisitions 
and Securities Lending 
as well as other types of 
financial debt and struc-
tured financing solutions 
for public companies 
and their shareholders. 
The firm engages yearly 
in hundreds of millions 
(USD) in securitized 

bespoke financing.
This past week the 
Observer made numer-
ous attempts to contact 
the CEO of America 
2030 Capital Limited 
Val Sklarov, by call-
ing his office and 
Headquarters. Upon call-
ing the Headquarters an 
answering system stated 
“number dialed is not 
allocated.” Upon calling 
the office the Observer 
was greeted by an an-
swering system.

The Observer also tried 
to contact the attorney 
for America 2030 Jaitegh 
Singh for the past days 

but was greeted by a full 
answering system.

America 2030 Capital 
Limited is requesting 
that the court rules in 
their favor on “compen-
satory damages, includ-
ing actual, consequential, 
speculative, and inci-
dental damages, for the 
breach of confidential-
ity, breach of duty owed 
to a current and former 
client, and violation of 
the FCPA. Awarding 
Plaintiff attorney’s fees 
and costs. Granting any 
such further relief as the 
Court deems appropriate 

including preliminary 
and permanent injunc-
tive relief.

The Observer spoke with 
Brain Barnes’ partner 
and a named defendant 
in the suit on Wednesday. 
He noted that as of press 
time he does not know 
anything about the 
lawsuit.

“We have not been 
served with any docu-
ments. We know noth-
ing about any case. This 
must be an imaginative 
thing. We are just hear-
ing about this, nothing 
has been served. I don’t 
even have a clue as to 

what the situation is . I 
don’t know if it’s a fake 
thing, I don’t know,” he 
said.

Premier who is also a 
named defendant told 
the Observer last week 
that he too has no knowl-
edge of the lawsuit or 
any knowledge of the 
persons involved. He 
said that they are in the 
process of instructing 
lawyers and “shall ag-
gressively pursue all in-
volved in this travesty.” 

“We have not been served with any docu-
ments. We know nothing about any case. 
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Mrs. Lorencia Tyson-Clarke, Director of the Trade and Consumer Af-
fairs Department, plants a fruit tree with a student on the grounds of the 

Maude Crosse Preparatory School on March 13, 2020, as part of a col-
laborative effort by Department of Trade and Consumer Affairs and the 
Department of Agriculture in its island wide environmentally-friendly 

tree planting project

Students of the Maude Crosse Preparatory School learning to tend to 
newly planted fruit treed under the watchful eye of an officer from the De-
partment of Agriculture following a tree planting exercise on the school 

grounds on March 13, 2020

trade and Consumer Affairs Dept. teams up 
with Dept. of Agriculture in tree planting  

exercise at Maude Crosse Preparatory School

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (March 18, 2020) 
-- The Department and 
Ministry of Agriculture 
is continues with its tree 
planting environmental-
ly-friendly initiative at 
schools and other pub-
lic and private areas on 
Nevis, with the planting 
of a number of fruit trees  
at the Maude Crosse 
Preparatory School on 
March 13, 2020. The 
exercise was done in col-
laboration with the Trade 
and Consumer Affairs 
Department.

Mrs. Lorencia Tyson-
Clarke, Director of the 
Trade and Consumer 
Affairs Department, 
explained that the de-
cision to partner with 
the Department of 
Agriculture in the project 
was in keeping with their 
adoption of the school and 
to mark World Consumer 
Rights Day.

“We have chosen to partner 

with the Agriculture 
Department in the 10,000 
trees that they are sup-
posed to be planting 
around the island, so we 
thought that it was a good 
idea to partner with them 
to continue this initiative, 
and we thought the school 
can benefit from some of 
these trees.... Throughout 
the year we will also be 
doing different projects 
that the school can benefit 
from...

“The Department of Trade 
and Consumer Affairs 
would be celebrating 
World Consumer Rights 
Day on March 15th and 
this is why this initiative 
came about because the 
theme for this year is ‘A 
sustainable consumer,’ 
and in order for us to be 
sustainable consumers 
we first have to maintain 
our environment. We also 
have to make sure that 
we have enough natural 

resources that we can sur-
vive from,” she said.

Mrs. Ellen Grant, the 
school’s principal said she 
was proud and pleased to 
thank both departments 
for their collaborative ef-
forts to assist the school.

“We think it is a timely 
gesture for them to come 
on board at a time when 
we are hearing that soon 
we may have to plant our 
own food, grow our own 
crops since we are being 
affected by the corona-
virus across the world, 
and so I am pleased to 
know this morning that 
the Ministry of Trade and 
Consumer Affairs think it 
fit, a very fitting gesture 
to come on board and 
adopt the Maude Crosse 
Preparatory School...

“On behalf of the board 
of directors, the chairman 
Mrs. Tresia Daniel and 
our teachers, all members 
of staff, our parents and 

well-wishers, we want 
to say a hearty thank you 
to the Ministry of Trade 
and Consumer Affairs 
and also the Ministry of 
Agriculture for coming on 
board and showing us that 
partnership really works 
in this community in 
which we live,” she said.

Meantime, Mr. Floyd 
Liburd, Deputy Director 
who is in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture 
project expressed satis-
faction with the Trade 
and Consumer Affairs 
Department’s initiative, 
which his department 
accepted. He expressed 
hope that other entities 
would do the same. He 
urged the students to care 
for the plants.

“I am asking the students 
of this school to please 
take care of these fruit 
trees.... So when you move 
to the primary school and 

the high school you could 
pass around and see those 
trees still flourishing and 
someone else can ben-
efit from this initiative. So 
take care of them. Please 
don’t trample on them.. 
I want to make you all 
watch wardens of those 
plants, not only you who 
are here right now in this 
little gathering but the oth-
er students, to be watchers 
of these fruit trees...

“We will be putting 
in wax apples, Bajan 
Cherry, the fig plant, pa-
paya and pomegranate. 
Those are all fruit trees 
that the children can take 
part in and I know that the 
Health Promotion Unit is 
promoting healthy eating 
and healthy living on the 
island of Nevis, so these 
would go a long way 
towards your healthy liv-
ing,” he said.

Mr. Elliott, Director 
of the Department of 
Agriculture noted that the 

department continues to 
promote tree planting and 
the planting of food crops. 
He urged members of the 
public to engage in small 
scale planting.

“Bearing in mind how the 
situation is currently as it 
relates to the coronavirus, 
we are asking persons to 
ensure that they continue 
their planting. You do 
your own planting within 
your homes just to ensure 
as the event becomes 
closer to us...for you the 
general public to ensure 
that you have food to eat, 
but we continue to ask 
persons to partner with 
the department, partner 
with any entity, as we are 
doing, as it relates to food 
security here on the island 
of Nevis,” he said.

The Department’s 10,000 
tree planting project 
was launched at the St. 
Thomas’ Primary School 
on January 29, 2020.
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IFIlE to create 
opportunities 

through French

One of IFlE’s main goals is promot-
ing regional integration for stu-

dents, and enabling them to further 
their studies at French Universities 
(such as in Guadeloupe) since the 
registration fees are much lower. 

Project Manager for IFILE Sabrina Lipoff     

By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts and Nevis 
are among multiple 
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 
Caribbean territories in-
volved in the ‘Integrate 
French as a Language 
of Exchanges’(IFLE) 
Project to promote stud-
ies at French Universities 
for regional students.

The programme was 
launched in May 2019 
by the Alliance Francaise 
of Saint Lucia and the 

French Embassy in 
Saint Lucia and has 
now spread to eleven 
countries of the English-
speaking Caribbean. 

One of IFLE’s main 
goals is promoting re-
gional integration for stu-
dents, and enabling them 
to further their studies 
at French Universities 
(such as in Guadeloupe) 

since the registration fees 
are much lower than at  
US or Canadian schools 
. The only requirement 
being the DELF B2 di-
ploma (certifying an ad-
vanced level of French). 

The IFLE team will work 
hand in hand with the 
Ministry of Education of 
Saint Kitts and Nevis and 
the Alliance Francaise to 
promote the DELF exam 
in secondary schools. 

Some pilot schools have 

been identified to offer 
the DELF Exam to their 
Form 3 students in July 
2020. Each school has 
been provided with some 
textbooks to prepare the 
students for the exam, 
and their French teachers 
have recently been certi-
fied as DELF Examiners. 
This teachers training 
took place at Alliance 
Francaise and the six 

teachers participating are 
now able to correct the 
DELF Exam. 

In July 2020, over 1000 
Form 3 students from 
the entire region are ex-
pected to take the DELF 
Exam at the same time, 
but it is only the first step 
towards a strengthened 
relationship between the 
various islands of the 
Caribbean. 

Project Manager for 
IFILE Sabrina Lipoff at 

a press conference 
launching the initiative 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
said their goal is to en-
able secondary school 
students to further their 
studies in territories 
such as Guadeloupe and 
Martinique or mainland 
France. “French univer-
sities are much less ex-
pensive than in the US or 
UK. We want to promote 

regional integration and 
French as a tool to further 
the studies,” she said.

She said when the stu-
dents reach a sufficient 

level they can apply to 
the universities.

“We work with the min-
istry of education in the 
11 countries to promote 

the exams in form 3. We 
have asked the ministry 
of education to select 
the pilot schools in each 
country.”
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the virus has spread to over 159 
countries of the 193 that make up 
the United Nations hence the rea-
son for the pandemic.

By Petra Mc Sheene

Chief Medical Officer, 
Dr. Hazel Laws reiter-
ated that there have been 
no confirmed cases of the 
virus and warned against 
the spreading of false in-
formation regarding the 
matter. She was speaking 
at the Unity Town Hall 
Meeting held Mar. 17, 

She informed the audi-
ence on the latest in-
formation about the 
COVID-19 virus which 
has been declared a 
pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.

The virus has spread to 
over 159 countries of 
the 193 that make up the 
United Nations hence the 
reason for the pandemic. 

Laws declared the out-
break will affect the 
country’s health system, 
economies and our so-
cial structure as we know 
it. The response to this 
disease requires an all of 
society and an all of gov-
ernment approach in or-
der for us to be successful. 

She declared the time to 

educate the public about 
the virus is now, before 
the outbreak. She stated 
the infection must be 
contained by preparing 
the health system. The 
task force has established 
a hashtag in reducing the 
number of individuals 
that are impacted by the 

virus.

As of Mar. 17, over 
200,000 people have 
been diagnosed with the 
Corona virus and the 
death toll is over 8,000 
which means approxi-
mately 4% of those im-
pacted have died. The 
virus originally started in 
Wuhan, China and caused 
a number of countries in 
Asia to  be impacted. The 

virus has made its way 
across Europe where Italy 
is the epicentre of the out-
break. It has also impact-
ed the United States and 
into the Caribbean. 

According to Laws some 
of the confirmed cases in 
the region include: The 

Dominican Republic – 
21 cases, St. Maarten – 2 
cases, St. Barthelemy 
– 3 cases, Martinique – 
16 cases, Jamaica – 12 
cases, St. Vincent & The 
Grenadines – 1 case, 
Guyana – 4 cases, Cuba 
– 5 cases, St. Lucia – 2 
cases, The Bahamas – 1 
case, Trinidad & Tobago 
– 5 cases, Cayman 
Islands – 1 case, Antigua 
& Barbuda – 1 case, St. 

Croix – 2 cases and St. 
Thomas – 1 case. 

“The virus is fast ap-
proaching; it is not a mat-
ter of if it will get here but 
when. However, I want 
to state emphatically that 
to date St. Kitts-Nevis 
has not reported a case 

of COVID-19. The risk 
of the virus reaching our 
nation is extremely high,” 
Laws indicated.

Dr. Laws informed the au-
dience of some informa-
tion on COVID-19 as to 
empower persons to be in 
a better position to protect 
themselves. “COVID-19 
is spread mainly through 
respiratory droplets, that 
is, people who contract 

the disease start cough-
ing and sneezing and the 
respiratory droplets are 
laden with virus particles 
and persons who are 
nearby are at risk of pick-
ing up this infection.

“You can also catch it 
through contact with 
hands that are infected 
or contaminated with the 
virus. It is important to 
note the means by which 
this virus is passed from 
one person to another be-
cause if you understand 
this then you are in a 
better position to prevent 
the condition.” Laws ex-
plained to the audience. 

The most common re-
ported symptoms of this 
infection include fever, 
dry cough and shortness 
of breath. Other symp-
toms include runny nose, 
muscle aches and pains, 
conjunctivitis, redness of 
the eyes, vomiting and 
diarrhoea. 

Dr. Laws explained, 
“There is some hope 
with respect to this vi-
rus. Majority of patients 

who get this infection are 
adults. This infection is 
not prevalent among chil-
dren and for me that is re-
assuring. Approximately 
80% of persons who are 
infected only experience 
a mild form of illness 
and a mild clinical course 
then they recover without 
any complications.” 

Laws stated that at least 
15% of persons infected 
will go on to have serious 
illness and may require 
hospitalisation and 5% 
will require intensive care 
unit admission.  Laws 
pleaded to persons with 
chronic diseases such as 
diabetes and asthma to 
visit either the clinic in 
their community or their 
private doctor to get med-
ication and be compliant 
with it.

The impact of the virus 
can be felt in many sec-
tors of industry in St. 
Kitts and Nevis more so 
in tourism where cruise 
ships have had to be 
turned away and airlines 
cancelling flights into the 
Federation.

CMO laws says 
still no  

confirmed  
virus cases 

in SKN
 “the time to educate the public is now.”
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Suspect hit with multiple  
shooting charges

By Loshaun Dixon 

The gun wielding motor-
cyclist that fired shots on 
Cayon Street near to the 
Basseterre Police Station 
Sunday has been hit with 
four charges by police.

Police have charged 
Alexander Samuel of 
Conaree Village for the 
offences of Discharging 
a Loaded Firearm in a 
Public Place, Possession 
of Firearm, Possession 
of Ammunition and 
Possession of Firearm 
with Intent to Endanger 
Life. He remains in po-
lice custody.

According to reports on 
Sunday, a motorcyclist 
fired several gunshots 
along the stretch of 
Cayon Street leading up 
to the Queen Victoria 

Roundabout.

 The Basseterre Police 
Station, as well as sev-
eral other businesses, are 
located in this area. Both 
pedestrians and officers 
are often in this area as 
well. 

Assistant Commissioner 
of Police with respon-
sibility for the Crime 
Directorate, Andre 
Mitchell in an address 
said officers moved 
swiftly to capture the 
perpetrator. “On behalf 
of the High Command, I 
would like to commend 
the Officers who re-
sponded in quick time to 
the incident. As a result of 
their hard and meticulous 
work, I am pleased to re-
port that on that same day 
we were able to locate 
and take into custody the 

suspect, as well as the 
firearm and motorcycle 
that were used to carry 

out the incident.”

He explained that the 
police force has pledged 
not to tolerate any acts of 
violence. “The mere fact 
that this individual was 
brazen enough to con-
duct himself in this way 
in the vicinity of a police 

station shows a lack of 
respect for the law, law 
enforcement personnel 

and society. The High 
Command condemns 
this irresponsible and 
disrespectful act.”

Mitchell noted that dur-
ing this period when the 
Federation is experienc-
ing decreased levels in 
violent crimes and a 

renewed sense of peace, 
they would wish for it to 
be sustained. “We want 

to send a strong message 
to the perpetrators of 
crime that any disruption 
to the peace will be

stamped out.” 

He denounced rumors 
that the police station 
was attacked. “This was 

never the case. While we 
understand that the mat-
ter is deeply troubling, 
peddling such false infor-
mation never serves any 
useful purpose and only 
creates hysteria among 
the public. I want to urge 
all citizens and residents 
of the Federation to say 
something if you see or 
hear something. The in-
formation you give could 
very well be the infor-
mation we need to stop 
criminal activity in its 
tracks or to take a crimi-
nal off the street.

“I also want to use this 
opportunity to thank all 
the persons who have 
been sharing information 
with us and have been in-
strumental to some of the 
successes we have been 
celebrating.”

 “the mere fact that this individual 
was brazen enough to conduct  
himself in this way in the vicinity of 
a police station shows a lack of  
respect for the law, “
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Shane Nisbett, Terry Andrews, Robert Liddie 

Robert liddie and Shane Nisbett shines at event

By Monique Washington 

Five athletes returned 
to the Federation with 
three medals after par-
ticipating in the 9th an-
nual Rohrman Antigua 
Triathlon. Two of the 
medalists are part of the 
SKN Special Olympics 
team.

Jane Hanson, Winston 
Crooke, Scott Miller, 
Robert Liddie and Shane 
Nisbett all traveled to 
Antigua last week to 
compete with people 
from France, Antigua and 
Barbuda along with other 
islands in the region.

The Rohrman is a triath-
lon festival in Antigua 
& Barbuda dedicated to 
the memory of the late 
Jonathan Rohr. 

Speaking with the 
Observer, Terry Andrews 
of the Special Olympics 
committee gave a run-
down of the events in 
which SKN participated.

 “Jane competed in the 
Olympic distance which 
is a 1500-meter open wa-
ter swim, 40 kilometers 
bike ride and a 10k run.”

She said she took first 
place. 

He noted Crooke and 
Liddie took part in the 
sprint distance which is 
a 750-meter open water 
swim, a 20k bike and 
a 5-k run. Liddie took 
second place.

Miller and Nisbett took 
part in the relay and took 
second, she said.

Other events were 18 
& Under (750m Swim, 
20k Bike, 5k Run), 16 
& Under (500m Swim, 
10k Bike, 2.5k Run), 14 
and  Under (250m Swim, 
5 Bike, 1k Run), 10 and  
Under (100-meter swim, 
2-km bike, 500-meter 
run) 8 and  Under (50m 
swim, 1k bike, 250m 
run), 6 and  Under 
(5-meter swim, 100-me-
ter bike, 100-meter run) 

and the 1,500 M Open 
Water Swim

Andrews said that she 
was proud of Special 
Olympic athletes Nisbett 
and Liddie. 

“Robert is turning out 
to be just a really good 
competitor. On the day he 
was just simply amazing. 
They all were amazing.”

Andrews highlighted the 
importance of athletes 
traveling in regional 
competitions and the 
downside, as well.

“It is important for local 
athletes to participate in 
regional athletic com-
petition. Sometimes it 
is difficult to get to the 
other islands because it is 
so expensive, but when 
it comes to the Special 
Olympics athletes, it is 
important for me to get 
them in regional events 
that are not ‘Special 
Olympics’.

“These guys are training 

hard. They are athletes, 
not special needs people. 
It is great for supporting 
regional events,” she 
said.  

 Liddie said that he 
had fun competing in 

a triathlon. “I made 
friends. I am looking 
forward to competing in 
other regional competi-
tions so that I can get 
more experience.” 

Liddie revealed that his 

next competition will be 
the Cross-Channel Swim 
(SKN) slated for March 
29 from Oualie Beach. 

“I’m ready and excited 
to do the Cross-channel 
swim,” he said.

Nevis athletes make mark at  
triathlon in Antigua

Persons who particpated
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PM Harris pledges support to 
MCCC and cricket

By Loshaun Dixon 

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Timothy Harris has 
pledged to support 
the Molineaux/Cayon 
Cricket Club (MCCC) 
as they aim to promote 
cricket in the rural east 
area of St. Kitts and the 
club’s plans for a trip to 

England in the summer.

Dr. Harris, who met with 
the members of the club 
on Sunday, said he was 
impressed with a paper 
proposal presented to 
him by Club Manager 
Steve Saunders in a 

previous meeting. 

“From that paper pro-
posal I felt that it was a 
good thing to support. It 
was not just people com-
ing around to say they 
wanted to do something, 
there was a clear plan 
and sets of ideas that led 
one to believe there was 
a sense of organization.”

The prime minister 
promised the young men 
that they had the back-
ing of the government to 
help fulfil their personal 
and team goals. “I am 
happy to come today to 
see some of you. I just 
want to encourage you 

and basically whatever 
we can do to help you 
both personally in your 
career path, work rela-
tionships, your future 
goals we would want to 
be able to do so.”

He also implored them to 
stay on the right path and 
become role models for a 
younger generation.

“We want our young 
people to be focused and 
clearly not involved in 
drugs, guns and crime 
and illegal activities. 
Sports provide a positive 
avenue so we will sup-
port that.”

Dr. Harris also heard 
concerns and suggestions 
for the development of 
cricket in the area and 
pledged to assist in dif-
ferent facets including 
establishment of a stor-
age area for the club to 
use at the Edgar Gibler 
Sporting Complex, de-
velopment of lights at the 
ground and assistance as 
the club aims to travel to 
England.

Steve Saunders club 
manager spoke about the 
England trip noting there 
is an opportunity for 
the cricketers who per-
form well to be making 
money as professional 
cricketers. “That is one 
of the opportunities we 
are seeking, to travel to 
England to give the guys 
the exposure.” 

He recalled that he was 

with a delegation that 
went to England in 2014 
where two of the players 
were able to procure con-
tracts to play professional 
cricket. “We are hoping 
one we are able to make 
this trip again it can bear 
some fruits for the guys. 
We are also looking at 
a Junior Programme in 
the area and hopefully 
that can start next school 
term.”

“We want our young people to be 
focused and clearly not involved in 
drugs, guns and crime and illegal 
activities. Sports provide a positive 
avenue so we will support that.”
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New IICA coordinator Sharon Jones with Minister Jeffers 

New IICA Coordinator 

visits Nevis 

By Monique Washington 

The new Coordinator 
of the Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA) 
delegation in St Kitts and 
Nevis Sharon Jones has 
promised to make a dif-
ference in the Agriculture 
sector here.

Jones took the post 
when former IICA 
Coordinator Augustine 
Merchant retired after 
serving 19 years with the 
organization.

Merchant, over his last 
eight years, was able to 
help secure more than 
EC$1.1 million in grant 
funds for the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis.

“I am bringing with 
me over 30 years of 

agriculture experience 
which I intend to use 
tremendously in this new 
endeavour,” Jones said.

She expressed her 
passion towards the 
Agricultural sector and 
said that she is look-
ing forward to working 
with the twin island fed-

eration. “I am passionate 
about agriculture, I’m 
passionate about devel-
opment, and I’m pas-
sionate to see farmers get 
richer. 

“We all know that it is 
a business that they are 
engaged in. I really think 
that I can make a differ-
ence and I do intend to 
make a difference. We 
will work together and 
raise the industry,” she 
said.

The Minister of 
Agriculture Alexis 
Jeffers said that he is 
looking forward to work-
ing with Jones. “As the 
minister of agriculture I 
expect to work closely 
with you and hope we 
can introduce new train-
ing, new products  and 
new areas of develop-

ment in Agriculture here 
on the island of Nevis,” 
Jeffers said.

Jeffers noted of Jones, 
“I believe that she is 
up to the task based on 
her experience and her 
expertise.”

He continued, “I believe 
that the sky’s the limit 
when it is all said and 
done because you have 
that vast knowledge of 
agriculture.”

“I am bringing with me over 30 
years of agriculture experience 
which I intend to use tremendously 
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Football in St. Kitts 
and Nevis is going 
strong and is set to get 
stronger with the addi-
tion of Alexandre Jules 
Fontaine. This despite 
the fact coronavirus has 
caused the postponement 

of major competitions 
world wide.

 Fontaine is a Haitian-
Canadian Right Back or 
Centre Back who will 
suit up for the most re-
cent SKNFA Premier 
Division Champions 
Rams Village Superstars. 
He has played for the 
Haitian U23 and last 
played for Finish second 

division side Ekenäs IF.

 In his first interview 
since arriving in St. Kitts 
Fontaine highlighted 
how he ended up here to 
play football.

“I heard about the team 
and in the Caribbean, we 

have this good sun beau-
tiful vibe and I wanted 
to play football in a nice 
place and I think it is 
here.”

 For the remainder of 
the season the 22-year-
old said, “I want to help 
the team to achieve its 
goals.”

 He indicated that he was 

hopeful to feature in the 
teams next game against 
its West Basseterre rivals 
Trafalgar Southstars.

 Addressing the level of 
play in football here he 
said he was still unsure 
as he only arrived Friday.

 

But Fontaine said he had 
a warm feeling.”I met 
most of the players and 
the staff. It was a nice 
welcome. I trained with 
them on Friday.. The 
players are good techni-
cally and physically too.”

 He will join a team 
that won the 2017-2018 
Premier Division and 
were in a strong position 
to repeat that feat until 
the season was cut short 
by violence that saw a 
player almost losing his 
life.

 Rams Village Superstars 
sit top of the Premier 
Division after 13 games 
with 33 points ahead on 
goal difference over Sol 
Island Auto Conaree. 
They started the season 
on a 10-game winning 
streak.

Professional joins 
Rams Village  

Superstars

“I heard about the team 
and in the Caribbean, 

we have this good sun 
beautiful vibe and I 

wanted to play football 
in a nice place”
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New date set for Agri Fair

By Monique Washington 

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley in an effort to 
safeguard the popula-
tion from  COVID-19 
has suspended all senior 
activities and has lim-
ited the visitors to the 
Flamboyant Home.

While other Caribbean 
islands have recorded 
cases of the virus, the 
Federation has been 
lucky so far with no 
cases.

According to the Center 
of Disease Control and 
Prevention, some people 

may be at higher risk of 
getting very sick from 
this illness. This includes 
older adults’ people with 
HIV, people with asthma, 
people who have seri-
ous underlying medical 
conditions like Heart dis-
ease, diabetes and lung 
disease.

Symptoms of the virus 
are runny nose, sore 
throat, cough, fever and 
difficulty breathing.
Brantley said that be-
cause seniors appear most 
susceptible to the worse 

impact of COVID-19, 
he has requested that 
large gatherings of se-
nior groups be suspended 

and that visits to the 
Flamboyant Home and 
the St George’s Anglican 

Home be restricted to 
immediate family or pri-
mary caregivers only.

“The Covid-19 virus ap-
pears to attack people 
who are already sick with 

potentially disastrous 
consequences. I am well 
aware of the wonderful 
practice of our churches 
and religious groups 
to visit our hospital on 
Sundays to bring songs 
and prayers to the pa-
tients there. I accordingly 
crave the understanding 
of our church and reli-
gious community in tem-
porarily suspending such 
group visits,” he said.

The premier further stat-
ed that he has directed 
the Ministry of Social 
Development and the 
Seniors Division to en-
sure that all seniors and 

persons with underlying 
high risk are visited and 
are provided with proper 
information with special 
attention to the seniors 
and others who live on 
their own.

“I remind you that our 
island has faced a crisis 
before. What has always 
defined us is the indomi-
table spirit and will of the 
Nevisian people. We are 
strong, we are resilient, 
we are Nevisian and yes, 
we shall overcome.” 

Premier takes step 
to protect the  

seniors  
from the COVID-19

lAtESt DEAtHS IN 
ItAlY    

The number of deaths in Italy reached 

3,405 on Thursday, the Italian Civil 

Protection Agency said at a news confer-

ence -- 156 more than China’s toll, which, 

according to Johns Hopkins University, 

stands at 3,249.

The total number of cases in Italy rose 

to 41,035 with 5,322 new cases, officials 

added.

Agri Fair and Inter  

primary postponed

By Monique Washington 

The Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley 
has announced two of the Nevis’ big-
gest events have been postponed due to 
the coronavirus, even though the island 
has no reported cases

The upcoming Agriculture Day Fair 
and the much anticipated Inter Primary 
Sports Meet have been postponed until 
later this. 

The Agriculture Open Day Fair was 
slated to be held next Wednesday and 
Thursday (March 26-27) while the Inter 
primary school sports meet was slated 
to be held on April 1.

“My government continues to take 
every prudent measure on the advice 
of the Chief Medical Officer Dr. Laws  
and the Federal Task Force as well as 
the head of our local effort Dr. Judy 
Nisbett,” Brantley said. 

Brantley noted that the decision to 
postpone the event was  determined 
by a wide range of stakeholders which 
included the sponsors for the Inter 
Primary Sports Meet Gulf Insurance.

“The Task Force voted unanimously 
that the event be suspended in light of 
the fact that the size of the event makes 
it impossible to control potential trans-
mission and subsequence contact trac-
ing,” he said.

Brantley noted that the Agriculture 
Fair will be hosted in October dur-
ing World Food Day. But on March 
26 the Department of Agriculture will 
stage a farmers market on the top of 
Government Road and stage a similar 
event at Beach Road on March 27 

“Other farmer markets will be held is-
land wide to allow our residents to pur-
chase essential food products,” he said.

“The Covid-19 virus appears to 

attack people who are already 

sick with potentially disastrous 

consequences.
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