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By Loshaun Dixon 

Some 292 individuals 
have been quarantined 
as it relates to COVID 
19 with 39 tested. But 
now two confirmed 
cases have been discov-
ered in the Federation, 
which had been the only 
Caribbean nation free of 
the disease.

This information was 
revealed by the Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO) 
Dr. Hazel Laws who said 
81 of them are quaran-

tined in Nevis and 207 in 
St. Kitts.

She said another four 
were quarantined in a 
government facility.

She said that they have 
performed 39 tests, with 
10 of those in Nevis and 
29 in St. Kitts and that 
they are awaiting the re-
sults of 20 cases while 
19 of the 39 cases were 
returned negative.

She noted that these indi-
viduals are monitored on 
a daily basis. “They can 
be visited and we utilize 
the telephone to monitor 
them.”

She said there are penal-
ties and offenses for peo-
ple who contravene the 
provisions of the public 
health act can be fined up 
to 8000.

The CMO said the health 
team will follow up with 
these individuals and if 
anyone starts manifesting 
symptoms they will be 
tested and moved from 
quarantine and go into 
isolation.

Dr. Laws also made clear 
that “All individuals who 
require testing have been 
tested to date.”

Addressing the test-
ing process, she said 
all the test samples are 
sent to the Caribbean 
Public Health Agency 
(CARPHA) in Trinidad, 
the regional authority on 
the matter, which will re-
port on the results in four 
days.

“We would like the re-
sults from CARPHA 
much sooner but there 
is something being orga-
nized whereby The RSS 
is going to be helping 
in terms of taking the 

samples from here to 
Trinidad in a timely man-
ner as opposed to using 
FedEx.”

Dr. Laws noted the 
Ministry of Health has 
been working tirelessly 
since January and we are 
trying to keep ahead of 
the curve. “I can assure 
you we have done all that 
we have in terms of pre-
paredness to respond.”

She also updated on the 
setting up of a CoViD19 
hotline. “We have identi-
fied a number of health 
professionals who have 
volunteered to man these 
lines and are in the pro-
cess of being trained so 
that they can be accurate 
in their answers when 
they are asked particular 
questions.”

Medical Chief of Staff 
for the JNF Hospital Dr 
Cameron Wilkinson said 
on Saturday they will 
welcome 30 nurses and 
three intensive care spe-
cialists from Cuba, who 
are going to help fight 
this disease with the oth-
ers arriving at a later date.

“We estimate we will 
have an increase in 
people on ventilators. If 
we get the worst-case 
scenario and that is why 

we are having the three 
intensive care specialists 
coming to assist.”

He said the nurses are 
experienced in the field 
of infectious disease and 
respiratory care therapy. 

Dr. Wilkinson noted that 
they would be able to 
deal with the numbers. 
“There is no one size 
fits all. If you look at 
our population, we have 
about 54,000 people and 
in the worst-case scenar-
io it is thought that half 

the population will be 
affected which is 27,000 
and of these 80% will 
have little or no symp-
toms and only 20% will 
have hospitalization and 
that comes down.

“If we do it on a per-
centage basis with our 
population we should be 
prepared to deal with the 
numbers.”

Dr. Wilkinson said they 
have identified a place 
where there will be hous-
ing for these patients. 
“Initially we will be 
using the private ward 
where we have15 single 
rooms so that people can 
be isolated there.

“If the numbers increase 
in the worst-case sce-
nario, we will go into 
emergency mode where 
we command more of the 
hospital and close down 
elective operations.”

He noted that they have 
been ahead of the game 
in terms of managing 
any cases. “If we have no 
confirmed cases and no 
patients being managed 
at the hospital as yet in 
three days, we are go-
ing to be having 30 extra 
nurses send three special-
ist means we are ahead of 
the game.”

Near 300 quarantined in SKN

She noted that these individuals are moni-
tored on a daily basis. “They can be visited 

and we utilize the telephone to monitor 
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CORONA VIRUS:  
Steps to Prevent Illness

There is currently no 
vaccine to prevent coro-
navirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19).
The best way to prevent 
illness is to avoid being 
exposed to this virus.

The virus is thought 
to spread mainly from 
person-to-person.

Between people who are 
in close contact with one 
another (within about 6 
feet).
Through respiratory 
droplets produced when 
an infected person 
coughs or sneezes.

These droplets can land 
in the mouths or noses of 
people who are nearby or 
possibly be inhaled into 
the lungs.

Older adults and people 
who have severe under-
lying chronic medical 
conditions like heart or 
lung disease or diabe-
tes seem to be at higher 
risk for developing more 
serious complications 
from COVID-19 illness. 
Please consult with your 
health care provider 
about additional steps 
you may be able to take 
to protect yourself.

Take steps to protect 
yourself

Clean your hands often

Wash your hands often 
with soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds es-
pecially after you have 
been in a public place, or 
after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing.

If soap and water are 
not readily available, 
use a hand sanitizer that 

contains at least 60% al-
cohol. Cover all surfaces 
of your hands and rub 
them together until they 
feel dry.

Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and mouth 
with unwashed hands.

Avoid close contact

Avoid close contact with 
people who are sick

Put distance between 
yourself and other people 
if COVID-19 is spread-
ing in your community. 
This is especially impor-
tant for people who are 
at higher risk of getting 
very sick.

Take steps to protect 
others

Stay home if you’re sick

Stay home if you are 
sick, except to get medi-
cal care. Learn what to 
do if you are sick.

Cover coughs and 
sneezes

Cover your mouth and 
nose with a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze or 
use the inside of your 
elbow.

Throw used tissues in the 
trash.

Immediately wash your 
hands with soap and wa-
ter for at least 20 seconds. 
If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean 
your hands with a hand 
sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol.
Wear a facemask if you 
are sick

If you are sick:  You 
should wear a facemask 

when you are around 
other people (e.g., shar-
ing a room or vehicle) 
and before you enter a 
healthcare provider’s of-
fice. If you are not able to 
wear a facemask (for ex-
ample, because it causes 
trouble breathing), then 
you should do your best 
to cover your coughs and 
sneezes, and people who 
are caring for you should 
wear a facemask if they 
enter your room. Learn 
what to do if you are sick.

If you are NOT sick: 
You do not need to wear 
a facemask unless you 
are caring for someone 
who is sick (and they are 
not able to wear a face-
mask). Facemasks may 
be in short supply and 
they should be saved for 
caregivers.

Clean and disinfect

Clean AND disinfect 
frequently touched sur-
faces daily. This includes 
tables, doorknobs, light 
switches, countertops, 
handles, desks, phones, 
keyboards, toilets, fau-
cets, and sinks.

If surfaces are dirty, clean 
them: Use detergent or 
soap and water prior to 
disinfection.

To disinfect:

Most common EPA-
registered household dis-
infectants will work. Use 
disinfectants appropriate 
for the surface.

Options include:

Diluting your household 
bleach.

To make a bleach solu-
tion, mix:

5 tablespoons (1/3rd 
cup) bleach per gallon of 
water

OR
4 teaspoons bleach per 
quart of water

Follow manufacturer’s 
instructions for applica-
tion and proper ventila-
tion. Check to ensure the 
product is not past its ex-
piration date. Never mix 
household bleach with 
ammonia or any other 
cleanser. Unexpired 
household bleach will be 

effective against corona-
viruses when properly 
diluted.

Alcohol solutions.

Ensure solution has at 
least 70% alcohol.

Other common EPA-
registered household 
disinfectants.

Products with EPA-
approved emerging viral 
pathogens pdf icon[7 
pages]external icon 
claims are expected 
to be effective against 

COVID-19 based on data 
for harder to kill viruses. 
Follow the manufac-
turer’s instructions for all 
cleaning and disinfection 
products (e.g., concentra-
tion, application method 
and contact time, etc.).
Content source: National 
Center for Immunization 
and Respiratory Diseases 
(NCIRD), Division of 
Viral Diseases

https://www.cdc.gov/
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Bravo, Prime Minister! 

EDITORIAl

The Prime Minister has twice this week addressed the nation about prepara-

tions and protocols for Covid-19.  He has announced a slew of stimuli de-

signed to bring relief to the citizens and nationals of the Federation, totaling 

EC$135Million.  

The magnitude of this stimulus must not be underestimated.  He could have 

easily announced a lesser package, he could have tightened the purse strings, he 

could have just deferred taxes; but instead he  loosened the purse strings AND 

deferred the taxes.  Bravo, Mr. Prime Minister, bravo Team Unity!  Bravo, espe-

cially when we recall the head shaving that we endured not so long ago.

The one issue that remained unsettled is the general election due by August.  

When asked about it, the PM said he has put it on the “backburner”.  A reading of 

the Constitution indicates that as of the 5th anniversary of the first sitting of the 
existing Parliament, that will be out of the PM’s control. So, can he? Would he?  

Without comment, we publish the paraphrased section, 47, of our Constitution 

for your guidance.

At any time when Her Majesty is at war, Parliament may extend the period of 

five years for not more than twelve months at a time, provided that the life of Par-
liament shall not be extended under this subsection for more than five years.
In the exercise of his powers to dissolve Parliament the Governor-General shall 

act in accordance with advice of the Prime Minister; provided that if the office 
of the Prime Minister is vacant and the Governor-General, acting in his own 

deliberate judgment, considers that there is no prospect of his being able within a 

reasonable time to appoint to that office a person who can command the sup-

port of the majority of the Representatives, the Governor-General shall dissolve 
Parliament. 

If, after a dissolution of Parliament and before the holding of the general elec-

tion of Representatives, the Prime Minister advises the Governor-General that, 
because of some matter of urgent national importance, it is necessary to recall 

Parliament, the Governor-General shall summon the Parliament that has been 

dissolved to meet, but the general election of Representatives shall proceed and 
the Parliament that has been recalled shall, if not sooner dissolved, again stand 

dissolved on the date appointed for the nomination of candidates in that general 

election.

A general election of members of the National Assembly shall be held at such 

time within ninety days after any dissolution of Parliament as the Governor-

General may appoint.

These are not normal times; Covid-19 is of urgent national importance.  Such 

matters require thinking and action outside of the proverbial box.

“People that are quarantined are checked on 
daily, maybe not physically every day, but at 

least three times during that quarantine period,” 
she said.

She said though people are quarantined, they 
can still walk around their yard, sit on their 

porch, but they must not come in contact with 
other people.

Are the  
quarantined, 

quarantined?

By Monique Washing-
ton

The outbreak of the 
COVID-19 has caused 
citizens of St. Kitts and 
Nevis a change to the 
normalcy to life, includ-
ing hundreds of people 
being quarantined who 
recently flew into the 
islands. 

But who is monitoring 

the quarantined?

The Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
Dr. Timothy Harris an-
nounced that the twin 
islands’ border will be 
closed as of Wednesday 
11;59 pm with spe-
cial entry for food and 
medication.  

Previously all non-na-
tional travelers arriving 
from any other interna-
tional destination were 
subject to go through 
an advanced screening 
process at point of entry, 
regardless of your point 
of origin, and a manda-
tory quarantine period of 
not less than 14 days at a 
Government designated 

quarantine site and some 
at their homes.

The Observer spoke with 
Dr. Judy Nisbett, Medical 
Officer of Health for 
Nevis and Head of the 
local effort task Force, 
who noted all passengers 
who arrived on the island 
from Saturday (March 
21) were checked and 
subjected to a mandatory 
quarantine. When ques-

tioned as to how often 
the people in quarantine 
are monitored, she said 
every day.

“People that are quar-
antined are checked on 
daily, maybe not physi-
cally every day, but at 
least three times during 
that quarantine period,” 
she said.

She said though people 
are quarantined, they can 
still walk around their 
yard, sit on their porch, 
but they must not come 
in contact with other 
people.

Nisbett noted if people 
do not cooperate with the 
mandatory quarantine 

“there is a Quarantine 
Act, with regulations for 
prosecution by law”.

In addressing concerns 
about people who are in 
quarantine and sharing a 
home with a non quar-
antined person, she said 
they have been informed 
on the do’s and don’ts.

“We counsel them. There 
are ways that they can 

separate themselves 
from other people in a 
home. You can have your 
own room; you can have 
your own bathroom. If 
they don’t have their own 
bathroom, we tell them 
what they should do in 
terms of cleaning their 
bathroom every time 
they use it.

“There are ways that you 
quarantine yourself. I am 
not saying that it is not 
hard, but it can be done,” 
she added.

Nisbett advised that if 
persons start experienc-
ing symptoms of the 
coronavirus, they can 
contact the hotline at 311
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loan payments deffered in  
ECCU as ECCB joins fight

By Loshaun Dixon

As the local regional and 
international economies 
continues to be impacted 
by the global pandemic 
COVID19, the Eastern 
Caribbean Central Bank 
(ECCB) and the ECCU 
Bankers Association has 
announced a loan repay-
ment moratorium for an 
initial period of up to six 
months.

They also announced a 
waiver of late fees and 
charges will be applica-
ble to eligible customers 
during this period.

The ECCB in a statement 
said the current situation 
was unprecedented and 
they recognised the mag-
nitude of the likely im-
pact on daily lives. “Rest 
assured, we are here to 
offer guidance and sup-
port as we navigate this 
situation together.”

The statement noted that 
all banks in the ECCU 
has agreed to adopt a col-
lective approach to help 
address the economic 
and social consequences 
from the pandemic.  
“Consequently, we have 
agreed that a support pro-
gramme will be imple-
mented by all member 

banks in the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency 
Union.”

Each member bank will 
advise its customers of 
the details and process for 
the support programme. 
Therefore, please contact 
your financial institu-
tion directly for more 
information.

“Given the absolute ne-
cessity to avoid large 
gatherings, customers of 
financial institutions and 
residents of the Currency 
Union are strongly en-
couraged to use digital 
and online channels as far 
as possible.  These ser-
vices are offered, without 
charge, by most financial 
institutions. As in all situ-
ations, the residents must 
exercise due care and at-
tention including protect-
ing passwords and keys. 
Please do not share them 
with anyone.” 

The ECCB also an-
nounced a grant of $4M to 
fight against COVID19. 
“On the recommendation 
of the ECCB Board of 
Directors, the Monetary 
Council ECCB has ap-
proved grant funding, 
in the sum of EC$4.0m 

(EC$500,000 each), 
to the ECCB Member 
Governments, to help 
in their fight against 
the Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19).” 
The ECCB said they 
were fully cognisant of 
the potential economic, 
financial and social 
impact of COVID-19 
on Member Countries.  
“Half of the grant was 
disbursed on 13 March 
to purchase testing and 
other critical equipment 
to detect, contain and 
manage COVID-19.  
The remainder will be 
utilised to procure equip-
ment and supplies such 
as ventilators and drugs 
through the Organisation 
of Eastern Caribbean 
States Pharmaceutical 
Procurement Service 
(OECS PPS), a bulk pro-
curement mechanism.”

In commenting on the 
decision, the Chairman 
of the Monetary Council, 
Dr. Keith Mitchell, Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of Finance for Grenada 
noted “we are facing an 
unprecedented situation 
with the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Our countries are 
very appreciative of this 
thoughtful and practical 
gesture by the Bank”. 

They also announced a waiver of late fees 
and charges will be applicable to eligible 

customers during this period
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lOCAl MEDICAl 
PRACTITIONERS, 
PAHO EXPERTS 
SENSITIZE HMP 

RESIDENTS ABOUT 
COVID-19 Photo: (from left to right) PAHO representatives Dr. Rufus Ewing, and 

Dr. Karen Polsyn, PAHO country representative, Ms. Katrina Smith, Dr. 
Dwain Archibald, Dr. Leroy Richardson and Commissioner of Corrections 

Terrance James.

Basseterre, St. Kitts, 
March 24, 2020 (HMP): 
A group comprising local 
doctors and experts from 

the Pan American Health 
Organisation (PAHO) 
facilitated a sensitization 
session with the residents 

of Her Majesty’s Prison 
recently.

Dr. Dwain Archibald 

from the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Medical and 
Dental Association and 
PAHO representatives 
Dr. Karen Polsyn and 
Dr. Rufus Ewing, made 
presentations on the 
Coronavirus disease, 
then fielded questions 
afterwards. Also present 
were PAHO country rep-
resentative, Ms. Katrina 
Smith, and Dr. Leroy 
Richardson as the doctor 
assigned to the prison.

Dr. Polsyn explained that 
there were no confirmed 
cases in St. Kitts and 
Nevis at the moment, 
and the general expec-
tation is that if a case is 
found locally, then the 
likelihood was that it was 
brought into the country 
by someone.

“And for it to spread, 
that person would have 
to have been in close 
contact with other people 
while the person is show-
ing symptoms – cough-
ing and sneezing – and 
if droplets from that per-
son gets on the persons 
within a one meter [or] 
a three-foot range of that 
person…those are the 
persons who would have 
been looked at as pos-
sibly beginning to show 
symptoms at that point 
[and] as being suspected 
of having COVID-19,” 

Dr. Polsyn said.

The Coronavirus Disease 
is also called COVID-19, 
the “19” referring to 2019 
when it was first found.
In the event a prisoner 
becomes ill, then that 
person would be re-
moved from the prison 
and placed in quarantine.  
Someone who had tested 
positive for the disease 
would only be released 
from isolation or quar-
antine, if they had two 
negative tests 24 hours 
apart said her colleague, 
Dr. Ewing. During the 
question and answer 
segment, he allayed the 
concerns of the residents 
about their wellbeing.

“When it comes to the 
prison, yes you are vul-
nerable, but I can tell you 
right now, in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, seeing as you 
don’t have [the] disease 
in St. Kitts and Nevis, 
the prison is probably the 
safest place to be,” ac-
cording to Dr. Ewing.

Dr. Archibald stressed 
the importance of staying 
hydrated and boosting 
one’s immune system as 
some of the ways persons 
could protect themselves. 
He also assured the men 
and women of the pris-
on that the Ministry of 

Health had a plan in place 
to catch and contain cases 
early should the situation 
present itself.

“Now, God forbid, a case 
comes in. Dr. Richardson 
would be notified, and 
now we have a plan set 
where we take that per-
son – we examine, we 
asses, we test – and if 
you have the COVID we 
isolate you and treat you 
accordingly so we will 
prevent it from spread-
ing,” said Dr. Archibald.

The PAHO representa-
tives have been trav-
elling throughout the 
Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS) 
and have been providing 
support, sharing infor-
mation, as well as taking 
note of the issues in each 
state.  PAHO experts are 
working with ministries 
of health in the Americas 
to prepare their coun-
tries’ health services to 
handle increased patient 
flows and to strengthen 
infection prevention and 
control. Additionally, of-
ficials from the Ministry 
of Health and representa-
tives from the Medical 
and Dental Association 
have been making pre-
sentations to various 
groups and on different 
platforms about precau-
tionary measures.
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Without the application of forensic 
science, criminals can never be 

convicted unless an eyewitness is 
present. While the objective of law 

enforcement are involved in the 
collection of evidence

(L:R) Commissioner of Police Hilroy Brandy; Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of National Security, Osmond Petty;  Director of Forensics,  

Latoya Lake-Marshall and Executive Director of the RSS,  
Captain Errington Shurland

Basseterre, St. Kitts, 
March 23, 2020 
(RSCNPF): The scientific 
approach to crime fight-
ing by the Department 
of Forensics and Crime 
Scene has been further 
strengthened by the sup-
port of the Regional 
Security System’s (RSS) 

generous donation of 
consumables (disposable 
items) and equipment.
“I’m happy that the RSS 
continues to stand by its 
promise to support its 
member states as they 
seek to address the con-
temporary crime and 
security challenges ef-
fecting all of our societ-
ies and we are even more 
pleased that we are able 
to support the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
in the provision of 
crime scene investiga-
tion equipment, specifi-
cally personal protection 
equipment, evidence 
collection and preserva-
tion equipment, as well 
as fingerprint and photo-

graphic equipment,” said 
Executive Director of the 
RSS, Captain Errington 
Shurland.

He said this while speak-
ing at a Handing Over 
Ceremony held on March 
16, at the Police Training 
Complex where a num-

ber of items valued at 
EC$132,000 were given 
to the Forensic and Crime 
Scene Unit. The items 
included coveralls, face 
masks, tamper evidence 
boxes, weapons tubes, 
fingerprint kits, gunshot 
residue kits, camera kits, 
and DNA swabs among 
other things.

Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of National 
Security, Osmond Petty 
registered his apprecia-
tion to the RSS for their 
donation and their con-
tinuous overall support 
of the ministry.

“Without the applica-
tion of forensic science, 
criminals can never be 

convicted unless an 
eyewitness is present. 
While the objective of 
law enforcement are 
involved in the collec-
tion of evidence…it is 
forensic science that 
deals with the analysis of 
those evidence in order 
to establish facts…we 

want to thank the RSS 
for its continued support 
of our crime fighting ef-
forts in St. Kitts, not just 
in forensics, but in train-
ing our Police staff and 
working with our Police 
on the ground as we fight 
crime…,” he said.

Director of Forensics, 
Latoya Lake-Marshall, 
thanked the RSS for their 
timely contribution to the 
department as it would 
aid in the productivity 
and efficiency of the unit 
in their crime fighting 
efforts.

“Yet again we see 
the concern and sup-
port displayed by the 
RSS administration in 

promoting the scientific 
approach to crime fight-
ing within the Caribbean 
region…on behalf of the 
technicians and staff of 
the Forensics and Crime 
Scene Unit here in the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, we would like 
to thank the commander 
and the administrative 

staff of the RSS for this 
timely  donation of con-
sumables and equipment. 
We are eternally grateful 
for your constant support 
and contributions to-
wards this rigorous task 
of scientific crime fight-
ing…,” she said.

The equipment was 

allocated under the 10th 
European Development 
Fund (EDF) and provides 
development cooperation 
aid for Asian, Caribbean 
and Pacific (ACP) coun-
tries. This move will con-
tinue to fuel the efforts of 
the Police in increasing 
its solvability rate via 
forensics.

RSS DONATES  
EQUIPMENT TO AID IN 

STRENGTHENING  
SCIENTIFIC APPROACH 

TO CRIME FIGHTING
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ADVERTISEMENT

Private Estate Seeks Human Resource Specialist

 
Experience:

A minimum of 10 years’ experience in Human Resource Management required, including:  
practical experience in Human Resource Management with proficiency in the operations of  

recruitment, performance management, compensation and benefits management.

Background in manual and electronic payroll systems, maintaining personnel database via cloud 
based HRIS technology, employee policy and procedure writing, health and safety training.

 
Education: 

BSc. Degree in Human Resources Management or related discipline.

Post Graduate Certification in Human Resource Management required or preferred.

Second language a plus. 

 
Skills: 

Excellent interpersonal and relationship management skills. Proven ability to engage  
employees, enhance morale, and improve job satisfaction. Ability to operate with a “hands on” 

approach to include carrying out all HR administrative tasks.

 
CARICOM status for work eligibility preferred.

Interested candidates should send your cover letter and CV to estatejob9655@gmail.com or  

submit your application at Larkland M. Richards & Associates. Edmund & Eulalie Williams  

Complex, Main Street, Charlestown, Nevis.
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She said the ECSC Headquarters have put in 
place internal measures to minimise the risk 

of exposure and transmission of COVID-19. “The 
measures range from enhancing our office 

sanitation efforts by installing hand sanitizers 
at strategic locations throughout our office, to 

suspending court related travel for all staff, 
pending any further developments.”

By Loshaun Dixon

The Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court (ECSC)
has suspended Court of 
Appeal and High Court 
Criminal Trials as the 
COVID 19 continues 
to ravage institutions 
throughout the globe.

Chief Justice, Dame 
Janice Pereira address-
ing the courts response 
said that the decision has 
been taken to suspend 
the sitting of the Court of 
Appeal in the Territory of 
the British Virgin Islands 
scheduled for the week 
commencing 23rd March 
2020 until further notice. 

She said, “We will con-
tinue to monitor the situ-
ation as it relates to other 
scheduled sittings for 
other States/Territories 
and will provide updates 
by notices which will be 
published on the Court’s 
website (www.eccourts.
org) as well as through 
the court offices in the 
respective States and 

Territories and by the use 
of email.”

Pereira added that they 
will also suspend crimi-
nal trials in member ter-
ritories. “In relation to 
the High Courts, in all of 
our Member States and 
Territories, the decision 
has been taken to sus-

pend all criminal trials 
until further notice.”

She also disclosed that 

all travel by Masters has 
been suspended until fur-
ther notice. “However, 
sittings of the Master’s 
Courts, as well as the 
civil courts, are as far as 
possible to be conducted 
via video conference 
or, where deemed ap-
propriate by the presid-
ing judicial officer, by 

teleconference.”

The chief justice noted 
the magistracy will be 

subject to any special di-
rectives from the relevant 
Office in any particular 
State/Territory with simi-
lar measures are being 
urged for the safety of all 
stakeholders.

“In all jurisdictions, the 
use of video-link or other 
virtual communication 

for court proceedings 
is encouraged as far as 
practicable, in an effort 
to safeguard the health of 

our stakeholders whilst 
minimizing disruption 
to the operations of the 
Court of Appeal, High 
Courts and Magistrates 
Courts.”

Shae said some juris-
dictions have already 
taken measured that 
have affected court staff 
and the public and by 
otherwise modifying 
the daily operations of 
the Courts.  “The Court 
Offices in each Member 
State and Territory are 
to be guided by local 
health authorities on the 
domestic COVID-19 
situation and make the 
necessary recommenda-
tions to the Office of the 
Chief Justice to modify 
the daily operations of 
the High Courts, includ-
ing the conduct of court 
proceedings as necessary. 

“We have also en-
couraged High Court 
Offices to have open 
dialogue with constitu-
ent Bar Associations and 
Attorneys General in 

an effort to ensure that 
all our stakeholders are 
aware of and updated on 
the approach implement-
ed by the Court.”

She said the courts are to 
be guided policies that 
national Governments 
may implement that will 
be impacting operations 
in each Member State or 
Territory. “We must also 
be guided by such poli-
cies where it impacts the 
operations of the Court 
and we are in constant 
dialogue with the Court 
Offices on such matters.”
She said the ECSC 
Headquarters have put in 
place internal measures 
to minimise the risk of 
exposure and transmis-
sion of COVID-19. “The 
measures range from en-
hancing our office sanita-
tion efforts by installing 
hand sanitizers at strate-
gic locations throughout 
our office, to suspending 
court related travel for all 
staff, pending any further 
developments.”

ECSC suspends 
Court of 
 Appeal  
and High  
Court  
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“International air cargo and cargo by 
sea vessels will be allowed to main-

tain connectivity and able the fed-
eration to import much needed com-
modities such as food, fuel, medical 

supplies and the equipment. “

By Loshaun Dixon

The Federation of St. 
Kitts and Nevis has 
closed its borders from 
commercial activ-
ity to protect it from the 
COVID 19 pandemic 
that has now spread to 

most Caribbean islands.

The decision was an-
nounced by Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis Dr. Timothy Harris 
at a press conference to 
address COVID 19.

Dr. Harris said that com-
mercial airline flights 
will not be allowed start-
ing Wednesday night 
for at least two weeks. 
“Effective March 25 at 
11:59pm the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
will be closing its bor-
ders to all commercial 
airline flights until April 
7 2020,” he said.

Dr. Harris noted flights 
for medical emergencies 
and cargo will be ex-
empted from the ban. 

“International air cargo 
and cargo by sea ves-
sels will be allowed 
to maintain connec-

tivity and enable the 
Federation to import 
much needed commodi-
ties such as food, fuel, 
medical supplies and the 
equipment. “

“We must acknowledge 
we are a small open 
economy and we rely 
on international trade 
systems for most of our 
needs.” 

He said Immigration, 
customs, Coast Guard 
and the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police will be enforcing 
all border controls

“We are in discussion 
with private entities for 
the use of drones across 
our waters. We are in the 
process of new recruit-
ment in these frontline 
security areas.”

The prime minister 
said the move to close 
the borders as a precau-
tionary health measure, 
means that nationals 
and residents overseas 
who cannot return by 
the deadline will need 
to remain in place until 
the border is reopened.

 “I know this has been 
a very traumatic expe-
rience for our citizens 
due to the uncertainty 
and anxiety gener-
ated by the pandemic, 
but we must do all we 
can to protect ourselves 
against COVIDE 19 
entering our shores.”

He reminded them they 
were also recruiting a 
large number of health 
professionals from over-
seas to assist in the fight 
against COVID 19.

“I am happy to report that 
some of these personnel 
will be arriving shortly.”

He said the government 
remains committed to do 
what is in the best inter-
est of the people of the 
Federation. “Your gov-
ernment’s promise to the 
people that it will play its 
role and we as a cabinet 
of ministers will continue 
to provide stable and de-
cisive leadership in these 
uncertain times. We have 
determined it is the right 

time to block down the 
borders, investing mil-
lions in our health system 
building up on our medi-
cal supplies and lifesav-
ing gears for our people.”

Dr. Harris said the gov-
ernment was working to 
a robust plan so that St. 
Kitts and Nevis can come 
through this challenge 
stronger and more united 
than ever before. 

“We welcome all hands-
on deck to build a stron-
ger and safer future for St. 
Kitts and Nevis. Together 
as a people we will see 
this one through.”

 Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant, 

addressing cruise ships 
possibly visiting the 
Federation, said, “The 
reality is that the cruise 
ships have stopped com-
ing. For the last two or 
three weeks there have 
been no cruise ships so it 
is at zero.”

He said the Federation 
is closed for business by 
cruise ships for the near 
future. “A number of 
them are trying to find a 
place to anchor but we 
have not indicated that 
they can come. Most of 
them have no passengers 
on them and are just basi-
cally crew

“The short answer is 
there are no cruise ships 
destined for sat Kitts and 
Nevis in the near future.”

Borders closed!
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Minister Richards Gives 
Special Report

Schools 
closed

By Petra Mc Sheene

All schools in the 
Federation are now 
closed due to the confir-
mation of COVID-19 in 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

The announcement was 
made by Minister of 
Health Wendy Phipps 
during a national address 
Wednesday announcing 
two cases of COVID0-19 

in St. Kitts and Nevis. It 
closes schools two days 
ahead of the rescheduled 
closure.

Minister of Education 
Shawn Richards had 
initially announced 
schools will be closed a 
week early March 27 for 
Easter vacations. 

He said that the govern-
ment continues to pre-
pare the nation’s students 
with continued education 
as they observe more 
and more Caribbean 
countries closing schools 
with a reported case of 
COVID -19. 

“We have been review-
ing our nation’s real-
ity as Term 2 progresses 

towards its end on April 
3, 2020. We continue 
to allow the medical 
professionals and the 
COVID-19 Task Force 
to guide our decisions re-
garding the continuation 
or closure of our learn-
ing institutions. In this 
the penultimate week of 
the term, we have been 
assessing the recom-
mendation for essential 
gatherings only and 

for practicing the so-
cial distance protocol,” 
Richards informed the 
public. 

Richards reaffirmed 
the Government’s, par-
ticularly the Ministry 
of Education’s, com-
mitment to ensuring the 
health and overall well-
being of all within our 
learning institutions from 
early childhood to post-
secondary education. 

The Chief Medical 
Officer and the 
COVID–19 Task Force 
have therefore deter-
mined that it is now nec-
essary to further heighten 
our national response to 
COVID-19.

“During the past week, 
teachers prepared stu-
dents’ learning packages 
that the children within 
all government primary 
and secondary schools 
would be given to take 
home by Friday. 

“These educational 
packages are aimed at 
providing students with 
academic materials that 
they can work on to 

consolidate their learn-
ing. Minister Richards 
thanked the principals 
and teachers for work-
ing with the Ministry of 
Education to ensure that 
in the initial period of 
school closure students 
are not without stimulus 
educational materials.

He said the parents now 
have an even greater 
responsibility to ensure 
that their children are 
completing the assigned 
work in the learning 
packages that your chil-
dren are bringing home. 
If a child is without a 
learning package, par-
ents are asked to contact 
the school promptly.

“If your child is without a learning pack-
age, contact the school promptly.”



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday March 27th, 2020NewS Page:15NewS Page:15

PM delivers 
$120M  

stimulus 
By Loshaun Dixon

The Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis yester-
day announced a $120M 
plan to help offset the 
economic impact felt 
in the Federation by 
COVID 19, the largest 
aid package announced 
by any government in the 
Caribbean thus far.

The announcement was 
made by Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance 
Dr. Timothy Harris in-
dicated that prudent fi-
nancial planning by his 
administration allows it 
to offer this large stimu-
lus package.

 “We feel for our work-
ers and Taxi Operators 
and a wider group of ho-
tel workers. Indeed, we 
feel the pain of everyone 
whose life has been dra-
matically altered by the 
dangerous pandemic.”

 He said the government 
on Monday approved 23 
elements of a stimulus 
package aimed to ease 
the difficulties expe-
rienced by the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis. 
“Our fiscal and economic 
stimulus aims to help our 
workers maintain their 
dignity and keep their 
heads above water while 
together as a people we 
weather the crisis in unity 
and solidarity with each 
other.

 “We offer support to 
corporate and incor-
porate businesses, the 
agricultural sector, the 
self-employed, farmers 
and fishers among others 
and indeed to all directly 

affected by the crisis.”

He noted that the stimu-
lus package involves the 
postponement of prop-
erty tax from June to 
September 2020, the re-
moval of Vat and Import 
duty on hygiene items 
such as hand sanitizers, 
dispensing machines, 
disinfecting wipes, rub-
bing alcohol, gloves, 

masks and protective 
gowns.

Dr Harris also announced 
the removal of import 
duty and customs service 
charge for six months 
on vegetables, fruits, 
fruit juices, cough and 
cold preparations and 
vitamins.

 “Most of these foods 
were already VAT free 
and what we now add is 
two additional elements 
of taxes.”

 He also noted the gov-
ernment would waive 
the payment of water 
consumption (April to 
June 2020) for individu-
als laid off or experience 
reduction in income 
and a reduction of corpo-
rate income tax rate from 
April to June for busi-
nesses who keep 75% of 
employees.

 “This is a special and 
significant corporate tax 
reduction intended to 
assist businesses whose 
social corporate respon-
sibility is that they will 
partner with the govern-
ment and their employees 
and help to keep them at 
work during this period 
of difficulty.”
 The prime minister also 

disclosed a reduction of 
unincorporated business 
tax from 4 percent to 2 
percent from April to 
June 2020 and the injec-
tion of $10mil to boost 
Agricultural produc-
tion and to ensure greater 
food security.

“We hope by an initia-
tive like this and others 
to boost the production 
of fruits and vegetables 
which can be produced 
in a very short window.”

 They also will waiver 
the payment for water 
consumption for farmers 
from April to September 
2020. 

 Dr. Harris indicated that 
an additional $5 million 
support to the Poverty 
Alleviation Programme. 
“We anticipate as a result 
of more people fall into 
unemployment that they 

will need to access their 
support. We have provid-
ed an additional sum.”

 He noted that employees 
who contract the virus 
will be eligible for Social 
Security benefits through 
a special fund of approxi-
mately $15 million to as-
sist with income support 
of up to $1000 per month 
for workers who would 

have been impacted by 
COVID 19. Registered 
self-employed persons 
can qualify.

 “This will take into con-
sideration the braiders, 
taximen etc if they are 
part of the registered self-
employed category of 
workers.”

 He said there is a pro-
vision of additional 
resources to capitalize 
severance payment funds 
with an additional $12 
million. “With rise in un-
employment we believe 
there will be a greater 
demand on the severance 
fund.”

 Development Bank will 
also institute a loan re-
payment moratorium for  
six months and a waiver 
of all late fees and charg-
es to support their cus-
tomers who are impacted 

by the loss of income due 
to COVID19.

 The National Housing 
Corporation will also 
place a moratorium on 
mortgages for three 
months in the first in-
stance while SKELEC 
and NEVLEC will im-
plement a moratorium 
on electricity services for 
affected people and busi-
nesses from April to June 
2020.

The prime minister an-
nounced $5 million in 
funds invested in the 
Fresh Start Programme to 
assist the poor and mar-
ginalized youths by pro-
viding access to capital to 
fund small and medium 
size business projects 
while funding through 
the Development Bank 
for citizens will be made 
available.

Dr Harris disclosed the 
government will pri-
oritize approved capital 
projects that will posi-
tively impact the econo-
my to counter the fall off 
in other jobs. “In our last 
budget, we identified the 
most significant public 
sector investment pro-
gramme to be undertaken 
in our country.  In that 
regard we proposed $191 
million to be invested in 
the public sector. Those 
projects will reorganize 
the most significant im-
pact on the economy.”

He noted as the critical 
sectors of tourism and 
manufacturing become 
vulnerable, given the in-
terplay of external devel-
opments it is important 
that there is some level of 

activity which is going to 
counter in that regard.

 He said the initiatives 
announced are targeted 
in the main to those who 
have been affected by 
COVID 19 in a negative 
way. “Some of the mea-
sures are such that ev-
eryone will benefit from 
them.”

 The prime minister also 
hailed the board of direc-
tors of Social Security for 
being a part of the plan to 
create a package of sup-
port to mitigate the social 
and economic impact 
against the pandemic.

He said the tourism sec-
tor would be the hardest 
hit following the gains 
made in recent years.

“It has expedited the off 
season in the Tourism 
sector with significant 
personal consequences 
to many of our people. It 
comes against the back-
drop that the last two 
years have been the best 
two years in the history of 
tourism development and 
growth in our island.”

He said the government 
was confident that it 
can lead the Federation 
through this difficult 
period 

“The economic problems 
caused by COVID 19 is 
indeed a challenging one 
yet we are not daunted. 
We believe that by God’s 
grace we will get through 
this one as we have over-
come many challenges in 
our history.”

“We feel for our workers and Taxi Opera-
tors and a wider group of hotel workers. 
Indeed, we feel the pain of everyone 
whose life has been dramatically al-
tered by the dangerous pandemic.”
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DOA brings  
Farmers Market  

to each  
community

“The government will continue 
to work closely with our farmers 
and fishers to ensure the great-

est possible food security for our 
island and our wider Federation is 

achieved.”

By Monique Washington

Residents of Nevis, for 
some weeks to come,  
will be able to purchase 
fresh produce from is-
land farmers thanks 
to a Department of 
Agriculture initiative 
of hosting a series of 
Farmers Markets.

This initiative is due to 
the postponement of the 
Agriculture Open Day 
Fair caused by the out-
break of the COVID 19.

Last week, Premier Mark 
Brantley announced that 
the fair that was sched-

uled for the 26th and 27th 
March 2020 will be post-
poned until October dur-
ing ‘World Food Day” 
activities.

“After consultations with 
the various stakehold-
ers and the indication 
from the Taiwanese and 
our friends from [St. 
Eustatius] Statia who 
normally attend in large 
numbers that they could 
not attend this year, the 
Cabinet has also accepted 
the recommendation that 
the Agricultural Open 
Day be postponed,” he 

said.

Brantley noted that meet-
ings had been convened 
with the crop, animal and 
poultry farmers about in-
creasing short term pro-
duction to ensure greater 
food security on Nevis at 
this difficult time. 
“The government will 
continue to work closely 
with our farmers and fish-
ers to ensure the greatest 
possible food security for 
our island and our wider 
Federation is achieved.”

Director of the 
Department of 

Agriculture Randy Elliott 
noted that the first of 
the farmers market took 
place a Boku Park to 
the top of Government 
Road Thursday (March 
26) while on Friday at 
Beach Road (March 27).  
A wide range of products 
grown locally by Nevis 
farmers were sold.

“Because of the post-
ponement of the Fair we 
decided that we are tak-
ing the farmers market to 
the general public. One 
of the recommendations 
(to contain the COVID 

19) is to keep people 
spread apart. So we will 
be taking the produce to 
you. Rather than having 
the farmers market once 
a month we will now 
have it every week until 
further notice,” he said.

In addition to the crop 
products, local meats 
and products will also be 
on sale from the Nevis 
Abattoir. “A range of 
meat products will be 
available as well as burg-
ers, sausages, meatball, 
and more. These products 
are also available at the 
abattoir.” 

In addition to the Farmers 
Market the department 
also sells carrot, cab-
bage, onion, beets, wa-
termelon, honeydew 
melon, pumpkins, sweet 
potatoes all grown on the 
DOA farms. On Tuesday 
at the first series of sales, 
over 1000 pounds of pro-
duce were sold out within 
the first two hours. 
Elliot said that their next 
stop will be St. James, 
and Cades Bay and other 
locations throughout the 
island will be announced. 
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By Monique Washington 

The people of Nevis will 
be receiving additional 
relief from the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) due to the eco-
nomic impact the 
Covid19 is having on the 
island’s economy.

Premier of Nevis, the 
Hon. Mark Brantley 
made the announcement 
Thursday that the NIA 
Cabinet has approved ad-
ditional relief other than 
that being received from 
the federal government, 
to people and businesses 
that will be affected by 
the pandemic.

The relief includes prop-
erty tax payments for 
the period of June to 
September, 2020. These 
will be deferred. Water 
payments for persons 
laid off over the period 
June to April 2020 will 
be waived. People who 
have been laid off or who 
are on reduced hours can 

apply to Social Services 
for additional benefits in-
cluding the $500 Poverty 
Alleviation Programme.

He announced NEVLEC 
will defer electricity 
payments for hotels, res-
taurants and other busi-
nesses directly affected 
by this pandemic and will 
reduce electricity bills by 
50% for all workers laid 
off for an initial period of 
three months from April 
to June, 2020.

The Nevis Housing 
and Land Development 
Corporation will waive 
all payments to the 
Corporation for those 
homeowners paying the 
corporation for an initial 
period of 3 months from 
April to June, 2020.

Brantley said hospi-
tal and related fees for 
anyone sick from the 
Coronavirus will also be 
waived.

Brantley said additional 
concessions will be 
given to the farmers and 
fishermen on the island. 
This will include waiv-
ing water payments for  
six months to farmers 
from April to September, 

2020 and providing 
them with seeds and 
seedlings for food crops 
from the Department of 
Agriculture for free over 
the next three  months 
from April to June, 2020.

Backyard farmers will be 
provided with free seeds 
and seedlings to boost 
production of short term 
food crops over the next 
three months from April 
to June, 2020.

Registered fishers will 
be provided with fish pot 
wire at a 50% reduced 
rate with the first roll free 
over the next 3 months 
from April to June, 2020. 
“I have directed that the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
immediately order more 
fish pot wire to sat-
isfy this commitment,” 
Brantley said.

Fees at the government 
abattoir will be waived 
for registered livestock 
farmers over the period 
April to June 2020 and 
all government fees on 
ploughing and preparing 
land for farming will be 
waived over the period 
April to June 2020.

The government will 

also provide free labour 
to help farmers on their 
farms.

He said to encourage the 
financial services sec-
tor and encourage on 
time payments of vari-
ous fees, the Cabinet has 
also decided to waive all 
penalties and late charges 
ordinarily applicable to 
entities registered under 
the various suite of finan-
cial services legislation. 
“The Financial Services 
Registry has also now 
moved most of their 
functions online to better 
serve the industry with-
out the need for face to 
face contact.

“I have sought to set out a 
number of initiatives that 
we feel able to undertake 
to provide some relief to 
our people at this difficult 
time in the life and times 
of our beloved island. I 
have emphasized in each 
instance that this is for 
the time frame stipulated 
in the first instance. I as-
sure you that we shall 
work with the Federal 
Government and all oth-
er stakeholders to extend 
these concessions as the 
circumstances demand at 
the end of the initial time 
frames,” Brantley said.

Premier  
reveals  relief  
package  for 

Nevisians 
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People recognized for their contribution to water on Nevis  

“Currently the Nevis Water Department and our 
newly established Water Resource Manage-
ment Unit are working together to bring an ad-
ditional 330,000 gallons of potable water per 
day in the Charlestown area.”

By Monique Washington

Water Minister Spencer 
Brand has recognized 
eight “unsung heroes” 
who work at the Water 
Department. They were 
given a token of appre-
ciation for their contribu-

tion and dedication to the 
people of Nevis.

Clychawn Wilson, 
Kenneth Powell, O’Shane 
Williams, Shermain 
Browne, Llewellyn 
Wilshire, Laton Herbert, 
Ellery Jeffers, and 
Keandre Williams were 
singled out by Brand.

Brand thanked the award-
ees on behalf of the entire 
cabinet and “the whole of 
Nevis for the hard work 
you continue to do. Even 
though some of the times 
the circumstances are 
not perfect you continue 
to forage ahead. We are 
grateful for that, thank 
you, continue to ensure 
that you deliver for the 

people of Nevis water 
24 /7 and keep life as we 
know it, going.” 

The presentation came on 
the heels of World Water 
Day that was celebrated 
on March 22. Brand 
reported that the Nevis 

Island Administration, 
through the Ministry of 
Water Services, has been 
responding to these chal-
lenges in a meaningful 
way working with local 
and regional partners.

“Currently the Nevis 
Water Department 
and our newly estab-
lished Water Resource 
Management Unit are 
working together to bring 
an additional 330,000 gal-
lons of potable water per 
day in the Charlestown 
area, through the instal-
lation of a water filtra-
tion or treatment plant at 
Hamilton Estate.”

The project also includes 
developing an abandoned 

well (with high manga-
nese and iron minerals), 
the procurement and 
construction of an aqua 
store glass fused water 
reservoir of 400,000 im-
perial gallons, the refur-
bishment of the old 1904, 
300,000-gallon water res-

ervoir at the site, and the 
installation and commis-
sioning of a modern water 
treatment system.

Manager at the Water 
Department Roger 
Hanley also thanked the 
workers. 

“The work of the Nevis 
Water Department can be 
very intense and frustrat-
ing.  The Ministry with 
their gesture thought it 
best to recognize a num-
ber of staff within the 
water department. Thank 
you for their dedication 
and their commitment 
that they would have ren-
dered to the Nevis Water 
Department,” he said.

Eight recognized for  
contribution in water 
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By Loshaun Dixon 

No need for panic is the 
message from the Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis Dr.Timothy Harris 
following the Federation 
confirming the first two 
cases of COVID 19.

The cases identified as a 
56-year-old female and a 
21-year-old female were 
announced to the nation 
Wednesday by Minister 
of Health Wendy Phipps.

During an address that 
evening  Dr. Harris said 
it was inevitable the vi-
rus would get into the 
Federation, but health 
officials are better pre-
pared for it.  As he ex-
plained, “This was not 
unexpected. Our plan has 
always been to keep the 
virus at bay for as long 
as possible, to provide 
us the time to be better 
prepared. And we are 
better prepared for this 
eventuality.”

 He assured all our citi-
zens and residents that 

there is no need to panic. 
“There is no need to 
worry. The family of two 
who returned to St. Kitts 
from the USA just a few 
days ago, has already 
been isolated and are be-
ing taken care of by our 
Medical Professionals. 

The extensive protocols 
and measures, such as 
tracing any possible con-
tact they may have had, 
which were put in place, 
are being followed so as 
to contain any local or 
community spread and to 
protect you, our people.”

 He reminded the 

population that help from 
overseas will be on the 
way in a few days with 
the arrival of 35 health 
professionals from Cuba 
to further strengthen the 
health system.

 Dr. Harris said after the 

announcement of the two 
cases there was an un-
usual surge in shopping. 
“Our people must shop 
responsibly. There is no 
need for any panic shop-
ping at this time.

 “I want to assure you that 
St. Kitts and Nevis has an 
adequate supply of food 

at this time. Our sup-
pliers have all indicated 
that their stocks can last 
for almost two months 
and that their cargo ships 
are coming on a regular 
weekly basis. And they 
all confirm that supplies 
of protein, of vegetables 

and other products are 
adequate.”

The prime minister reiter-
ated that there is no need 
for panic and assured that 
everything is being done 
to mitigate any impact. 
“And of course, to protect 
you, our people. I urge 
you to continue to follow 

the guidelines set out by 
the Ministry of Health 
for your protection and 
safety. As we face this 
health crisis together, let 
us show love and consid-
eration for each other.”

Minister of Health Phipps 
said every effort is now 
being taken to prevent 
the possibility of com-
munity or local transmis-
sion and highlighted key 
measures being taken by 
the Ministry of Health. 

In-depth contact tracing 
in an effort to correctly 
assess the persons with 
whom both patients 
would have interacted. 
Quarantine and monitor-
ing of the contacts of the 
patients in order to en-
sure that they are handled 
as per WHO-approved 
protocols. Based on data 
collected from contact 
tracing, containment of 
the infection would be ex-
ecuted in order to restrict 
spread of the infection in 
the local community.”

She said every measure 

is being made to fully 
execute the National 
Pandemic Virus Action 
Plan that has been ap-
proved in response to 
COVID-19. “This is not 
a time for panic and fear. 
In fact, the opposite is 
required of all of us: we 
are called upon to remain 
calm and to follow the 
advice of the Ministry 
of Health which is the 
official national author-
ity on health informa-
tion related to the novel 
coronavirus.

“As citizens and resi-
dents of our beloved St. 
Kitts and Nevis we are all 
called to get onboard, to 
work together and to be 
our brother’s keeper in 
this global fight against 
COVID-19. I pledge to 
you that our Government 
will continue to do ev-
erything in our power 
to maintain and protect 
the health, wellness and 
quality of life of our 
people.”

“There is no need to worry. The 
family of two who returned 
to St. Kitts from the USA just 
a few days ago, has already 
been isolated.”

PM Urges calm as  
COVID19 fight begins
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By Monique Washington 

The global coronavirus pandemic has 
been forcing locals to  consume more 
Nevisan produce.

On Tuesday (March 24) the Department 
of Agriculture opened a stall at the 
Market in Charlestown to sell over 
50,000 pounds of carrots, corn, cab-
bage, onions, beets, watermelon, can-
taloupe and pumpkin. All the produce 

was sold out within two hours.

The Observer spoke with the 
Department of Agriculture Director 
Randy Elliott who noted it was a good 
thing that people were buying more 

local produce. “On a normal basis the 
average man would not buy 10 pounds 
of carrots, he might buy one pound and 
cook it on a Sunday, now when you see 
the average man shopping you wonder 
if people consume like this, do we have 

sufficient food?” 
Elliott said the farmers are now plant-
ing more crops, to supply the island. 
“We already started our program with 
our farmers. We already provided them 

with seedlings. This will be going on 
for six months.

“The way they purchased on Tuesday, 
it was all local, prices were reasonable. 
Basically, this tells that these people 

will be eating less imports and less in-
stant food.” he noted.

Elliott said that it is his view that 
COVID-19 has pushed people to eat 
more local and much healthier.

“The thing with this virus is that you 
need to build your immune system. 
One of the ways is by eating healthy. 
So, when you see this kind of shopping, 
for us it is a good indication that farm-
ers’ food would not go to waste. This 
virus is pushing people to support lo-
cals a lot more. Well over 11 years now 
we have this ‘Buy Local’ campaign. We 
keep asking to support the locals but we 
are seeing it now.” 

He continued, “It is sad that it takes a 
pandemic to get what we have been 
asking people for all these years.”

 

People buying Agriculture produce

Corona pushes local  
food consumption

Elliott said the farmers are now planting more crops, 
to supply the island. “We already started our program 
with our farmers. We already provided them with seed-
lings. This will be going on for six months.
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Premier warns people 
who are quarantine

“Stay in your 
Quarantine”

By Monique Washington 

The Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley has 
warned people who have 
been quarantined if they 

are found outside of their 
quarantine area, they will 
face possible criminal 
charges.

This week, the Federation 
recorded its first two 
cases of the Covid19 
Coronavirus, a 57 year 
old female and a 21 year 
old male who returned 
to St. Kitts on March 18 
from New York. They 
were quarantined and 
were tested on March 20. 
Positive results returned 
on March 25. 

Currently there are 207 
people quarantined in St. 
Kitts and 81 people in 
Nevis.

During a public address 

on Thursday, Premier 
Brantley noted that it 
has been brought to his 
administration attention 
that some people have 
been leaving their quar-

antine zones. 

To this he replied,“Allow 
me to issue a word of 
caution. It has come to 
our attention that some 
who have returned to 
Nevis and should be in 
self-quarantine as a pre-
cautionary measure have 
been seen out and about 
in the community.”

He said while these peo-
ple have no symptoms of 
being sick, the health au-
thorities have mandated 
self-quarantine as a sen-
sible precautionary mat-
ter. “This is not a joke.” 

Brantley pointed out that 

the virus is a very seri-
ous matter and warned 
about prosecution. “This 
is a very serious mat-
ter where people’s lives 
might well be put at risk 

by the reckless behavior 
of a few. Indeed, such 
people can be charged 
criminally and fined up 
to $8,000 for such reck-
less behavior under ap-
plicable regulations. I 
therefore urge our people 
to act responsibly.” 

 He noted the importance 
of working together, pro-
tecting self in fighting the 
virus.“This fight against 
this pandemic is not just 
for the Government or 
for the health workers. 
This fight is for all of us. 
Only working together 
in a responsible way can 
we hope to overcome this 
crisis.” 

He said while these people have no 
symptoms of being sick, the health 
authorities have mandated self-
quarantine as a sensible precau-
tionary matter. “This is not a joke.” 
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAl AND VOCATIONAl EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT   

INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of 

Charles E. Mills Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to 

the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Blockwork partitions

• Roofing retro-fitting

• Steel framed glazed casement windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Steel grille gates and flush doors

• Timber panelled doors 

• Floor surface hardener

• Screeded beds 

• Porcelain tile paving

• Painting

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Notice/display boards

• Drawing tables

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Gas installation

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in progress 
or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least  US$300,000 (three hundred thousand United 

States dollars) ;  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of  US$200,000 (two hundred thou-

sand United States dollars ); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  

Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Sandy Point High School, St. Kitts”, 

along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding Documents 

are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Charles E. Mills 

Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 

04:00pm on April 6th, 2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in 

the presence of bidder’s representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must 
be simultaneously submitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 24th March 

2020, at the Sandy Point High School, St. Kitts at 9:30 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106 /1483

 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday March 27th, 2020 NewSPage:24 NewSPage:24

GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •     MINISTRY OF EDUCATION  
TECHNICAl AND VOCATIONAl EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT    

INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) towards the cost of the 
TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of this financing to 
eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made only at the request of GOSKN and 

upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the terms and conditions of the Financing 

Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal from the financing account for the purpose of 
any payment to persons or entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge 

of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the 

Charter of the United Nations.  No party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing 

Agreement or have any claim to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry of 

Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with delivering 

the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will assist in tender 

administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of Washington 
Archibald High School, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Blockwork partitions

• Drywall partitions

• Roof retro-fitting

• Aluminium framed louvred windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Timber flush/panelled doors

• Steel flush doors

• Floor surface hardener

• Screeded beds

• Porcelain floor tiling

• Ceramic wall tiling

• Plastering

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceilings

• Painting

• Kitchen cupboards

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Gas installation 

• Ceiling fans

Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated or other-
wise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or resi-
dents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these requirements; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally and 

financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and otherwise meets 
the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing their 
eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and qualification 
information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms inserted in the Bid 

Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not demonstrate the prospec-

tive contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will not be considered for further 

evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in progress or 
completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$300,000.00, (three hundred thousand United States 
dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of US$200,000.00 (two hundred thousand 
United States dollars); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments of a 
nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three (3) years (to 
comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  

Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 
marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Washington Archibald High School TVET 
Labs, St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding 

Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Washington Archibald High 
School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm on April 6th, 
2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the presence of bidder’s 

representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be simultaneously submitted 
to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 23rd March 2020, at the Washington Archibald 

High School, St. Kitts at 9:30 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to accept 

or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of contract, without 

thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obligation to inform the affected 
prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET Enhancement Project, action. The 
Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs incurred by any bidder in the preparation of 

bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1878/1106
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAl AND VOCATIONAl EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

 INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of 

Verchilds High School, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Steel framed glazed casement windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Timber panelled doors 

• Steel flush doors

• Floor surface hardener

• Screeded beds

• Ceramic wall tiling

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceiling

• Painting

• Kitchen cupboards

• Vanity units

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Bedroom closets

• Notice/display boards

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Ceiling fans

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in prog-

ress or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$200,000.00 (two hundred thousand 

United States dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of  US$150,000.00 (one hundred and 
fifty thousand United States dollars); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  

Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Verchilds High School TVET Labs, 

St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding 

Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Verchilds High School 

TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm on April 6th, 

2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the presence of bidder’s 

representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be simultaneously sub-

mitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 24th March 2020, at the Verchilds 

High School, St. Kitts at 11:30 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106 
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By Loshaun Dixon 

The Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
has condemned a fake 
news article that surfaced 
on social media over the 

weekend saying a shoot-
ing incident left multiple 
people dead in the east 
Basseterre community.

 The report claimed that 
there was a shooting inci-
dent in Newtown where 
Police intercepted and 
managed to shoot and 
kill two young men on 
a motorcycle after they 
shot and killed one man 
and injured three young 
men including a young 
lady from Cayon.

The Police Public 
Relations Officer  
Jacqueline Bryan was 
swift denouncing the 
rumor noting there was 

an attempt to circulate 
false information. “There 
seems to be a deliber-
ate attempt to generate 
and circulate false in-
formation pertaining to 
several things. The most 

recent is a message cur-
rently making the rounds 
that there was a Police-
involved shooting in 
Newtown and a separate 
fatal shooting incident. 
This message is as false 
as they come.”

In a statement the high 
command of the police 
force also denied the 
false information. “The 
High Command of The 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
has received several 
enquiries about an elec-
tronic message being 
circulated. The message 
claims that there was 
a fatal police-involved 
shooting incident in 
Newtown. 

“It further claims that this 
occurred following an-
other shooting incident in 
which two persons were 
shot, one fatally. Nothing 
could be further from the 
truth. This information is 

absolutely false.”

The high command said 
that the spreading of 
false information does 
harm to the public and 
implored all to refrain 
from these actions. “The 
High Command strongly 
condemns this type of 
action. It is unfortunate 
that someone would find 
the time to fabricate such 
a story. This kind of in-
formation is unsettling, 
and the public does not 
deserve to be confronted 
with rumors of violence. 
Persons are asked to 
cease and desist from 
this type of malicious 
behavior.”

Police condemn false 
shooting report

“It further claims that this occurred 
following another shooting incident 

in which two persons were shot, 
one fatally. Nothing could be further 

from the truth. This information is 
absolutely false.”
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •    MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAl AND VOCATIONAl EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

 INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of 

Saddlers Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the 

following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Mesh screens 

• Aluminium framed louvred windows 

• Door locks

• Porcelain tile paving 

• Screeded beds 

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceilings 

• Painting 

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Kitchen cupboards

• Vanity units

• Teaching platform

• Food preparation counters

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in prog-

ress or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$200,000.00 (two hundred thousand 

United States dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of  US$150,000.00 (one hundred  and 
fifty thousand United States dollars); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the first address below, at no charge.  
Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Saddlers Secondary School TVET 

Labs, St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which 

Bidding Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Saddlers Secondary 

School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm on 

April 6th, 2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the presence 

of bidder’s representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be simultane-

ously submitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 23rd March 2020, at the 

Saddlers Secondary School TVET Labs, St. Kitts at 1:30 pm.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   

  Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106/1878
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GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAl AND VOCATIONAl EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

 INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight million (USD 8,000,000.00) to-

wards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the Project) and intends to apply a portion of the 

proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made 
only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the 

terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal 

from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import 
of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the 

United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No 

party other than GOSKN shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim 

to the proceeds of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry 

of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET Project Coordinating Unit with 

delivering the Project. The Consultants have prepared designs and contract documentation and will 

assist in tender administration and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Renovation of Cayon 

High School TVET Labs, St. Kitts. The works include, but are not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises renovation to the building including: 

• Drywall partitions

• Steel balustrading

• Concrete lintols and wall stiffeners

• Aluminium framed louvred windows

• Steel burglar proofing

• Mesh screens

• Floor surface hardener

• Ceramic floor and wall tiling

• Screeded beds

• Gypsum fibreboard suspended ceiling

• Painting

• Utility cupboards and shelving

• Work stations

• Pantry cupboards

• Sanitary fittings and associated pipework

• Electrical installation

• Gas installation 

• Ceiling fans

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally incorporated 
or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in an eligible country and are 

either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide resident or 
residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate meeting these require-

ments; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided that it is legally 

and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law of an eligible country and 
otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their bids establishing 
their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract if the bid is accepted.  Tender and 
qualification information are to be submitted in the English Language on the prescribed forms 
inserted in the Bid Documents.  Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not 

demonstrate the prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will 

not be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for works in progress 
or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least US$200,000 (two hundred thousand United 

States dollars);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of US$200,000 (two hundred thou-

sand United States dollars; and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years assignments 

of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project activity within the last three 

(3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the email address below, at no charge.  

Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written applications must be clearly 

marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Renovation of Cayon High School TVET Labs, 

St. Kitts”, along with the name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding 

Documents are being requested. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Renovation of Washington Archibald 

High School TVET Labs, St. Kitts”, must be received at the address below not later than 04:00pm 

on April 6th, 2020.  Bid opening will take place on April 7th, 2020, at the address below in the 

presence of bidder’s representatives who choose to attend.  Qualification information only must be 
simultaneously submitted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 23rd March 

2020, at the Cayon High School, St. Kitts at 11:00 am.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, reserves the right to 

accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all bids, at any time prior to award of 

contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obliga-

tion to inform the affected prospective bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET 

Enhancement Project, action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs in-

curred by any bidder in the preparation of bids.

   Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1106/1878
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