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By Monique Washington

More than186 Nevis 
businesses have been 
inspected and trained by 
the Covid-19 Task Force 
Compliance Team and 
for the most part they 
received passing marks. 
But, team leader Curtis 
Morton Sr. warned firms 

failing the next series of 
inspections could face 
penalties.

Morton said his team had 
been out in the business 
community for the past 
three weeks inspecting 
and educating business 
owners. And he cautioned 
businesses after the next 
round of inspections 
“they can be actually pun-
ished for contravention 
of regulations.” This can 
involve fines up to $5,000 
or a term of imprison-
ment, not exceeding six 
months or both.

Morton gave an overview 
of the three weeks of in-
spections thus far.

“It has been an interesting 
and exciting journey as 
we familiarize ourselves 
with the regulations and 
share advice on issuing 
instructions and conduct-
ing some aspects of train-

ing in accordance with the 
regulation.”

He noted 23 snackettes 
and bars, five bakeries 
and delis, three gas sta-
tions, 14 shops, three me-
chanic shops, 23 offices, 
23 government buildings 
and departments, five su-
permarkets, 11 salons and 
barbershops were among 
the plethora of businesses 
inspected by the team.

“Generally, people have 
been very compliant with 
the advice and instruction 
given especially in re-
gards to social distancing, 

placement of appropriate 
markers, utilizing sanitiz-
ers, wearing gloves where 
necessary, using soap, 
running water and paper 
towels. Some people de-
bated parts of the regula-
tions, especially sale of 
retail liquor,” he said.

He revealed that some 

businesses were instruct-
ed to fix certain defects, 
with one bar and one bak-
ery closed because their 
sanitary conditions were 
below par and they were 
not able to prove that they 
had business licenses.

He noted his team had 
been disappointed that 
at least two well-known 
citizens were seen with-
out wearing masks. “We 
want persons to know 
that they should not just 
be put on a mask when 
they see members of the 

compliance team, but it is 
a matter as serious as life 
or death,” he said. 

The Compliance team 
was formed on April 28. 
Team members are Risa 

Paul (Environmental 
Services), Ishan Todman 
(Labour Department), 
Garfield Hodge (St. 
Kitts and Nevis Fire and 
Rescue Services), Kevin 
Davis (The Royal St. 

Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force), Avery 
Bussue (Trade and 
Consumer Affairs), Coryn 
Maynard (Customs and 
Excise), Curtis Morton Sr 
(Transportation). 

Covid-19 Task Force  
Compliance teams warns

Penalties headed to 
 non-complying businesses

He revealed that some businesses 
were instructed to fix certain de-

fects, with one bar and one bakery 
closed because their sanitary con-

ditions were below par.
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By Loshaun Dixon

The Eastern Caribbean 
has been given a Category 
2 rating by the US Federal 
Aviation Administration 
because it does not comply 
with International Civil 
Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) safety stan-
dards under the FAA’s 
International Aviation 
Safety Assessment 
(IASA) program.

The FAA explained that 
the OECS’s carriers can 
continue existing service 
to the United States but 
will not be allowed to es-
tablish new services to the 
United States.

The FAA says the 
Category 2 IASA rating 
means that laws or regu-
lations lack the necessary 
requirements to oversee 
air carriers in accordance 
with minimum interna-
tional standards, or that 
civil aviation authori-
ties are deficient in one 

or more areas, includ-
ing technical expertise, 
trained personnel, record-
keeping, inspection pro-
cedures or resolution of 
safety concerns.

The Eastern Caribbean 
Civil Aviation Authority 
(ECCAA) provides avia-
tion safety oversight for 
OECS members Antigua 
and Barbuda, Dominica, 
Grenada, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Lucia, as well 
as St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.  

Under the IASA program, 
the FAA assesses the civil 
aviation authorities of all 
countries with air carriers 
that have applied to fly 
to the United States, cur-
rently conduct operations 
to the United States, or 
participate in code-shar-
ing arrangements with 
U.S. partner airlines, and 
makes that information 
available to the public. 

The assessments are used 

to determine whether for-
eign civil aviation author-
ities comply with ICAO 
safety standards, rather 
than FAA regulations. A 
Category 1 rating means 
the country’s civil avia-
tion authority complies 
with ICAO standards. 
A Category 1 rating al-
lows air carriers from that 
country to establish ser-
vice to the United States 
and carry the code of U.S. 
carriers. 

To achieve  a Category 
1 rating, a country must 
adhere to the safety 
standards of ICAO, the 
United Nations’ technical 
agency for aviation that 
establishes international 
standards and recom-
mended practices for 
aircraft operations and 
maintenance. IASA in-
formation is posted on the 
FAA website. 

OECS rated in Category 2  
by FAA

By Loshaun Dixon

High school and college students across the region usu-
ally would have already begun engaging in exams this 
month but due to the COVID-19 pandemic they will 
have to wait until July.

The Caribbean examination council announced this 

week that regional students will sit Caribbean Secondary 
Education Certificate (CSEC) and the Caribbean 
Advanced Proficiency Examination (CAPE) exams in 
July following a CARICOM Council for Human and 
Social Development (COHSOD) on Education.

The meeting, chaired by Antigua and Barbuda Minister 
of Education, Michael Browne, was attended by 
Ministers of Education, senior Ministry of Education 
officials from across CARICOM and key stakeholders 
including CXC, University of the West Indies (UWI).

Registrar of CXC Dr. Wayne Wesley explained the 
administration of the modified examination process 
for the award of valid grades noting that preserving the 
integrity of the examinations involved; the administra-
tion of Paper 1 (Multiple Choice Assessment), School 
Based Assessment, and where applicable additional 
assessment components along with appropriate model-
ling accounting for historical data and teacher predicted 
information as important calibration/quality check.

Wesley said while the proposed revised administration 
schedule for examinations is July there is need for a re-
gional consensus considering the impact of COVID-19.

COHSOD announced that the exams will be admin-
istered using an e-Testing format in countries that are 
equipped with the requisite infrastructure. While others 
would have to sit paper exams.

However, where there were infrastructure challeng-
es, candidates would be allowed to sit paper-based 
examinations.

CXC and UWI presented a proposal at the meeting in 

relation to requirements for CAPE applicants for 2020 
admission. Their proposal to accept CAPE Unit 1 plus 
previous results to serve as matriculation to UWI for 
the next academic year was accepted by the Council.

CXC adopted Public Health Guidelines for the re-
opening of schools, as proposed in the report from 
Executive Director of the Caribbean Public Health 
Agency (CARPHA) Dr. Joy St. John.

CARPHA urged the development of protocols for re-
opening of schools in the response, recovery, and resil-
ience phases of the crisis by the Education sector. 

Browne highlighted the significance of competing 
and varying conditions impacting education systems 
in Member States, with some states seeing increased 
cases of confirmed COVID-19 while in other states the 
number of confirmed cases are decreasing.

“There was a deep appreciation of the complexities of 
responding to the provision of education during a pub-
lic health crisis and Member States detailed the peculiar 
challenges they were experiencing.  In particular, atten-
tion was given to the current trend of COVID 19 infec-
tions in Jamaica and it was agreed that the CXC would 
pursue further bilateral discussions with Jamaica in re-
lation to special considerations that could be explored.”

After negotiations and consultations, Education and 
Health officials’ ability to create a safe environment for 
students to prepare for and sit the regional exams, the 
meeting arrived at a consensus for exams to be held in 
July 2020.

CXC exams 
pushed to July
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WE ARE READY TO CELEBRATE  
DEMOCRACY

EDiTOriAl

THE writer H.G. Wells is best known for his science fiction novel “The War Of 
The Worlds” which imagined a Martian invasion of Earth and was most recently 
turned into a Hollywood movie starring Tom Cruise. But he was also a commen-
tator on political and social matters in the early twentieth century. Mr Wells once 
described elections as “democracy’s ceremonial, feast and function” and we at the 
Observer agree. Elections are the great process by which adult men and women, 
each entitled to one vote no matter how rich or poor, decide the character of the 
country in which they want to live.
 
At the time of this newspaper going to press Prime Minister Timothy Harris was 
expected to call an election, our ninth since we achieved independence in 1983, 
and we remain hopeful that he will announce a day that is sooner rather than later. 
There is no doubt that we are living in uncertain times but that should not prevent 
us from voting for the members of our National Assembly to make decisions on 
all the issues that we care about, such as the health and security of the Federation, 
the state of the nation’s finances and our economy, our schools, our roads, our 
reputation in the region and the world, among others.
 
We will not be the first country required to navigate an election during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Although some crooked governments have tried to delay 
elections, many countries have gone ahead with their elections because they un-
derstand how vital it is for their citizens to exercise their democratic right to vote, 
no matter the challenge. We believe that this government understand this too. But 
the government must remember to keep us safe and socially distanced at the poll-
ing stations with the same clarity and effectiveness that has marked the country’s 
current handling of the pandemic.
 

Perhaps some will not be supportive of the Prime Minister’s decision to call an 
election. They might argue it will be too dangerous to hold the election during a 
global pandemic. Or they might find some other excuse. Indeed, they may fear 
an election in the coming months when political supporters living and paying 
taxes abroad will not be able to fly in, as some customarily do at someone else’s 
expense, just to vote. They could be horrified that the pandemic ensures that only 
citizens who genuinely live in St Kitts and Nevis and who are directly impacted 
by the decisions undertaken by our politicians will be able to cast their vote this 
time round. But why should anyone fear such a thing? It may well turn out to be 
a unique election but our constitution drawn up after our independence mandates 
the holding of a General Election every five years. Democracy stops for no one.
 
But as well as affording us a fundamental right, elections also give us the op-
portunity to hold all political leaders to account. To look at their track records in 
government and in opposition. To ask questions of them. What are their answers 
to the challenges that our blessed Federation will face in the years to come? Do 
we believe our brightest days are behind us or ahead of us? Who can we rely on to 
navigate a healthy and prosperous path through an increasingly uncertain world? 
Who can we trust on to grow our economy? Who has the right character to repre-
sent us in CARICOM and on the world stage? Who will keep us and our families 
safe?
 
These are the questions our politicians will need to answer as we continue as a 
democracy  and protect what our forefathers have for.
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By Loshaun Dixon

The Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis is cur-
rently not seeking relief 
assistance from inter-
national financial orga-
nizations in response 
to COVID-19 similarly 
to what others in the 
Caribbean have done.

The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
Executive Board ap-
proved three requests 
from Dominica, 
Grenada, and St. Lucia 
for emergency financial 
assistance to help address 
the challenges posed 
by COVID-19. The ap-
proval will make avail-
able a combined USD 
$65.6M in emergency 
financing to help these 
three countries deal with 
the challenges posed by 
COVID-19.

IMF financing support 
provides resources to the 
countries’ authorities for 
essential health-related 
expenditures and in-
come support to ease the 

impact of COVID-19 on 
the population. 

The World Bank has 
also offered similar re-
lief packages that have 
been advantaged by 
other countries in the 
Caribbean.

Minister of Health in St. 
Kitts and Nevis senator 
Wendy Phipps said the 
government was aware 
that a number of sister 
states within CARICOM 
would have access to 
relief funding through 
agencies such as IMF 
and the World Bank.

“What I would want 
the public to understand 
however is that funding 
from the World Bank and 
IMF is not free money. 
These are monies that 
are paid with interest. 
St. Kitts and Nevis went 
through a very dire peri-
od in our country which 
was characterized by sig-
nificant hardship brought 
about by the fact we had 
no choice but to go to the 
IMF.”

She said thanks to pru-
dent management of 
resources the govern-
ment was in a position 
to pay off a previous 
IMF debt and will only 
take up those options if 
necessary. This Team 
Unity Government has 
prided itself on the com-
mitment of conserva-
tive spending and thrift in 
being able to pay off the 
IMF. it is not a situation 
we plan to put ourselves 
in if we can avoid it.”

She said the government 
had been able to finance 
its own stimulus package 
from its own resources 
announcing an initial 
$120 million stimulus 
package announced in 
March. “As had been 
indicated by the Prime 
Minister once we were 
facing down the barrel of  
COVID -19 pandemic 
because of the way the 
country’s resources have 
been managed we were 
quite able to finance at 
least the initial outlay of 
the preparation from our 
reserve funds.”

No plans for outside funding
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Andre-Powell “i’m deter-
mined to administer profes-
sional nursing care regard-
less of race, gender or creed”

By Monique Washingon

Assistant Nurse Manager 
at the Alexandra Hospital 
in Nevis, Nurse Sylvianna 
Andre-Powell, who’s al-
ways looking for a new 
career challenge, has 
been named Nevis’ Nurse 
of the Year in recognition 
of  International Nurses 
Day and Nurses Week. 

It’s a profession she said 
she is determined to ad-
minister professionally 
regardless of race, gender 
or creed.

Andre-Powell, who sev-
ered most of her career 
stationed at the Maternity 

Unit, said that it was 26 
years ago when she be-
gan her nursing career 
in St. Kitts. “I officially 
commenced my nurs-
ing career on the 12th of 
September 1994 at the 
Joseph Nathaniel France 
General Hospital (JNF) 
in St. Kitts. Prior to that, 
I volunteered to do blood 
pressure checks and the 
administering of insulin 
injections to patients dur-
ing my secondary school 
holiday seasons.” 

She related that she ac-
complished three years 
of general nursing and 
one year of maternal and 
child health. She said 
that During her last year 

of general nursing at the 
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant 
College (CFBC), the pro-
gram was grafted into a 
college programme. 

“The nursing years were 
tough. I made lots of sac-
rifices, had many sleep-
less nights filled with 
the completion of home-
work, projects and pro-
files. After four years as a 
student I was able to ac-
complish all the require-
ments and graduated as a 
nurse from CFBC on the 
17th of November 1999. 
Before coming to Nevis 
to work I spent some ex-
tra time at J.N.F to gain 
some experience.” 

Andre- Powell began 
working at the Alexandra 
Hospital in October of 
1999. But she said that it 
was always her desire to 
pursue a higher degree in 
the field of Nursing. 

“This pursuit was ex-
ceedingly difficult, but I 
was successful in 2006, 
when I applied to the 
University of the West 
Indies Hospital Nursing 
Department for the 
Intensive Care Course of 
which I was accepted. I 
did the necessary to gain 
permission for study 
from the Nevis Island 
Administration  and left 
for Jamaica.” 

 She noted that the course 
in Jamaica was a six-
month course in intensive 
care and even after the 
course had ended she still 
needed more experience.

“I decided to spend anoth-
er six months to improve 
my skills in this area. I 
was happy I made that de-
cision. I returned to Nevis 
in September 2007 and 
worked at the Alexandra 
Hospital Intensive Care 
Unit  whenever there was 
a patient. If there were 
no ICU patients then 
I worked where I was 
assigned.” 

In 2017 she was pro-

moted to Assistant Nurse 
Manager. “I am presently 
doing night duties until 
the opportunity presents 
itself and I embark on 
a new challenge in the 
wonderful and reward-
ing field of Nursing,” she 
said. 

The World Health 
Organization has declared 
the year 2020 as the 
“Year of the Nurse and 
Midwives”. International 
Nurses Day was celebrat-
ed on May 12 under the 
theme ‘Nurses: A Voice to 
Lead – Nursing the World 
to Health’.

Nurse Sylvianna Andre-
Powell named Nevis’ 

Nurse of the Year
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Thirty-four Cuban professionals arrived here March 28 after 
they were requested to assist the Federation’s Health Offi-

cials in the fight against COVID-19.

By Loshaun Dixon

Even though all but one 
of the cases of COVID-19 
here have recovered 
health officials  are taking 
no chances and having 
the Federation keeping 

hold of the Cuban exper-
tise that flew in to assist in 
the fight.

Thirty-four Cuban pro-
fessionals arrived here 
March 28 after they 
were requested to assist 
the Federation’s Health 
Officials in the fight 
against COVID-19.

Now, Medical Chief of 
Staff at the JNF Hospital 
Dr. Cameron Wilkinson 
said the Cubans will re-
main in the Federation 
despite the cases of 
COVID-19 under control.

“We said we aimed to 
flatten the curve and to 
ensure the system can 
handle it by bringing in 
the Cuban nurses to assist 

us. Yes, we have been 
successful in flattening 
the cure but there still 
might be a second wave 
and we will continue to 
keep the Cuban nurses 
here until we are sure that 
we are safely out of this 

pandemic. Prevention 
is better than cure,” Dr. 
Wilkinson said.

“It is good to always have 
an abundance of caution 
when you are dealing 
with something like this. 
we are not going to ease 
any of the things we have 
put in place in case we see 
a spike in cases

Wilkinson continued, 
“What I ask of everyone 
is a little patience. We 
said early on we needed 
help. We brought the 
help in; we will let them 
go back to their country 
in due time when we are 
pretty certain we are out 
of the woods and over 
this pandemic. We are not 
going to set any dates on 

the removal of the Cuban 
nurses.”

The Cuban contingent 
is made up of 3 inten-
sive care specialists and 
30 nurses and nursing 
graduates, mostly mem-

bers of the Henry Reeve 
International Medical 
Brigade against Disasters 
and Serious Epidemics, 
originally created by the  
Cuban Revolutionary 
leader Fidel Castro. The 
medical professionals 
were split between both 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

More than 45 countries 
have requested help 
from Cuba to deal with 
Covid-19, according to 
officials there. So far, it 
has sent medical profes-
sionals to 12 nations, 
including Italy, Belize, 
Jamaica, Antigua and 
Barbuda, Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Haiti, 
Saint Lucia, Grenada and 
Dominica.

Cuban Nurses to remain  
despite COVID-19 control
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“The plan provides a greater role for 
farmers and fishers.”

By Petra Mc Sheene

During his weekly 
broadcast on ‘Leadership 
Matters’  Prime Minister 
Timothy Harris, leader 
of the Team Unity 
Administration, took the 
time to outline some of 
the plans for the future 
that his government has 
in store for the country in 

the upcoming years. ‘

Prime Minister Harris 
assured the audience that 
there was a plan to build a 
stronger economy where 
jobs are safer, streets are 
safer and the future to 
be stronger and brighter. 
Plans are also in place to 
get the tourism industry 
back on track. 

“The plan provides for a 
greater role for farmers 
and fishers. Farmers are 
now being provided with 
free seeds and seedlings, 
free harrowing services 
and a financial grant 
for persons who lost 

animals.”

PM Harris further stated 
that the plan for the fu-
ture is being at the cutting 
edge of information and 
communication technol-
ogy.  It is about empow-
ering our young people, 
which is why approxi-
mately two thousand ICT 
devices were procured 

for students and teachers 
to do e-learning. Plans 
post virus also include 
the building of infrastruc-
ture, which is why the 
road resurfacing projects 
have been restarted with 
local contractors.

“The Old Road 
Rehabilitation is taking 
place and will be ex-
panded to provide a bou-
levard and shopping area 
in the western side of our 
federation. Our plans for 
the future will entail the 
distribution of over three 
thousand residential lots 
for our people, some of 
whom, all they need is 

just to earn something 
in their country that they 
can call their own.”

PM Harris outlined that 
additional plans for the 
future is keeping citizens 
as safe as can be through 
strategic investments 
in public safety and 
security.

“The plan for the future 
will involve the build-
out of the Explorers 
Club, the Tops and the 
Cadets in our secondary 
schools as part of our na-
tional program of youth 
engagement and enrich-
ment of their lives for 
productive and respon-
sible citizenship.” 

PM Harris stated proudly 
that St. Kitts and Nevis 
has been ranked as the 
best performing coun-
try in the region by the 
World Justice Rule of 
Law twice in a row. 

PM Harris Outlines Team  
Unity’s Plans for Future
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“We have had a high rate of testing, 
no community spread of the virus, 
close vigilance in terms of contact 
tracing and quarantine and no need 
for hospitalization among those af-
fected,”  Phipps noted. 

By Petra Mc Sheene

Nurses: A Voice to Lead 
– Nursing the World to 
Health was the theme for 
this year’s International 
Nurses Day Celebrations 
on May. 12.  

In her speech to the 
Nation, Jr. Minister of 
Health, Honourable 
Wendy Phipps noted that 
although the theme is 
an adaptation of themes 
from the past, this year’s 
focus is being centred 
deliberately on the tall 
global order that has been 
placed on the shoulders of 
nurses in every country in 
response to the coronavi-
rus pandemic. 

“As a result of the un-
precedented impact of 
COVID-19 the  local 
nursing community has 
been called upon to ren-
der critical nursing care 
in this time of greatest 
need to help heal the sick, 
comfort the dying and re-
main stoic at the centre of 
the healthcare continuum, 
even as the virus con-
tinues to leave a trail of 

infection, disease, death 
and disruption that has 
left no region of the world 
unscathed.” Phipps stated 
in her speech. 

St. Kitts, being the small-
est country in the western 
hemisphere is grateful for 
not having to share the 
horror stories of major 
pandemic hotspots such 
as Italy, Spain, The USA, 
the United Kingdom or 
France. The country had 
15 confirmed cases of 
Covid-19; with 14 recov-
eries and zero deaths to 
date. 

“We have had a high rate 
of testing, no commu-
nity spread of the virus, 
close vigilance in terms 
of contact tracing and 
quarantine and no need 
for hospitalization among 
those affected,”  Phipps 
noted. 

The mild experiences 
of Covid-19 in St. Kitts-
Nevis has enabled the 
nursing community to be 
spared from the well-told 
realities in other countries 
where it has become the 

norm for nurses to suffer 
the ravages of extra-long 
shifts due to the ongoing 
global shortage of nurses; 
extended separation from 
families; insecurity over 

limited yet precious sup-
plies of personal protec-
tive equipment; heavy 
emotional and physical 
tolls and anxieties over 
insufficient supply of 
ventilators for critically ill 
patients. 

Phipps stated that our 

local nurses have been 
well-trained, are ad-
equately resourced in 
terms of PPE, ventilators 
and other critical medi-
cal equipment and stand 

ready to address the 
health care needs of our 
citizens and residents 
who may present at our 
hospitals with Covid-19 
symptoms. 

“We say a sincere ‘Thank 
You’ to all of them for their 
service to our country and 

for their courage and will-
ingness to make special 
sacrifices at this critical 
time in human history.”

International Nurses’ Day 

is celebrated each year on 
May 12. Out of respect 
and honour of Florence 
Nightingale who is con-
sidered globally as the 
founder of modern day 
nursing. Nightingale 
rendered stellar nursing 
services to soldiers on 
the battlefield during the 

Crimean War (October 
1853 to February 1856).

For the first time, 
the World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
announced a year of the 
Nurse and the Midwife 
to be celebrated in 2020. 
This declaration was 
made in the light of the 
bicentenary of the birth 
of Florence Nightingale 
and the grave concern 
over the serious shortage 
of nurses and midwives 
in the delivery of quality 
healthcare. The WHO has 
estimated that in order to 
achieve the 2030 goal of 
universal health coverage 
there needs to be added 
some 9 million more 
nurses and midwives to 
the current global pool of 
28 million. 

Phipps ended her address 
by thanking God for His 
unmerited favours of 
good health and well-
ness, even in the face of 
this monstrous global 
pandemic. 

Nurses: A Voice to Lead – Nursing 
the World to Healthinternational 

Nurses Day Celebrated 
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MUA/NiA opens scholarship opportunity to two residents
By Monique Washington

A scholarship opportu-
nity is being offered by 
the Medical University 
of the Americas (MUA) 
and the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) to 
two students who wish to 
further their study in the 
medical field.

This past week MUA and 
NIA announced the open-
ing of applications for 
their annual scholarship 
cycle cycle from May 11 
to June 26, 2020.

The Medical University 
of the Americas was 
established on Nevis in 
1998. The scholarship 
agreement was formed 
during the school’s in-
ception. In 2011 a for-
mal application process 
was established between 
the NIA and MUA and 
included the formation 
of a committee which 
has representation from 
the Ministry of Health, 
Education, Human 
Resources, Premier’s 
Ministry, private sector, 
and a nongovernmental 
organization

This year’s priority ar-
eas include Nutrition, 
Optometry, Dental 
Hygiene, Environmental 
Health, Health Education, 
Biomedical Engineering, 
Occupational /Speech 
Therapy, Supply Chain 
Management (Health), 
Health Information 
M a n a g e m e n t , 
Chemistry, Special 
Education, Social Work 
and Occupational Health 
& Safety.

Two MUA/
NIA Scholarships will 
be awarded towards the 

pursuit of undergradu-
ate studies which can 
lead to a degree at an ac-
credited higher learning 
institution. Preference 
will be given to qualify-
ing schools within the 
Caribbean region includ-
ing the University of 
the West Indies and the 
University of Technology.

Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Health, 
Shelia Martin-Clarke, 
noted that applicants must 
be 18 years or old and a 
citizen of the Federation. 
They must have also 

obtained the minimum 
of five CXC/CSEC sub-
jects which include Math, 
English and a science 
subject.

Applicants interested in 
pursuing Medicine at 
the Medical University of 
the Americas are also eli-
gible for this scholarship.

“Once the applicants are 
successful, they must 
provide police records 
along with proof of active 
involvement with com-
munity service and photo 
identification along with 

an acceptance letter from 
a college,” she said.

Successful applicants 
she said must maintain a 
grade point average of 3.0 
to maintain the scholar-
ship. If not, they will lose 
the scholarship

The scholarship has ben-
efited 18 students with 
the latest being 2019 re-
cipients Terecia Bryant 
who is studying Special 
Education and Ryani 
Ferguson who is studying 
Math and Engineering
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By Loshaun Dixon

Members of the National 
Emergency Operations 
Centre (NEOC) against 
COVID-19 have been 
meeting with church 
leaders in an effort to find 
a solution to re-open wor-
ship services in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

Chairman of the NEOC 
Abdias Samuel and Chief 
Medical officer Dr. Hazel 
Laws me Tuesday with 
the Christian Council 
and the Evangelical 
Association and some 
other key pastors in the 
Federation at the Zion 
Moravian Church. The 
meeting was used to dis-
cuss a path for the reopen-
ing of congregations.

Dr. Laws noted that the 
discussion went on for 
more than three hours 
as to what will be the 
new norm in terms of 
church and worship go-
ing forward. Samuel 
remarked the meetings 
were “fruitful and very 

encouraging.”

He said, “Some of the 
deliverables we discussed 
was the duration of ser-
vices and the number of 
services that can be held 
in one day, the transi-
tioning period between 
services in terms of sani-
tization before another 
group comes to worship.”

Samuel said they dis-
cussed plans on how to 
protect the vulnerable 
groups and other safety 
precautions churches 
can take to protect their 
members.“We looked 
at the sanitation pro-
gramme, possibly hav-
ing health wardens that 
will clean and carry out 
safety precautions before, 
during and after each ser-
vice. We also spoke about 
the vulnerable groups of 
people with underlying 
conditions and also our 
elders in the church.”

He noted they also dis-
cussed measures that can 
be used to avoid physical 

contact during worship.

“We looked at these mea-
sures to see how we can 
reach an agreement in the 
interest of public safety. 
We also looked at the 
measures such as physical 
contact and the capacity 
of the churches using the 
six feet distancing north, 
east, south and west.”

He said they will have 
further discussions later 
this week to include a 
broader base of church 
leaders.

Superintendent of the 
Moravian Church Rev. 
Hilton Joseph said plans 
two open may include a 
maximum of 80 members 
and a three service per 
day format with 30 mins 
between each service.

No timeline has been 
given for the re-opening 
of any sanctuary.

Mr.-Abdias-Samuel-Chairman-of-COVID-19-National-Task-Force-May-5

NEOC, Churches discuss reopening 
“We looked at these measures to 

see how we can reach an agree-
ment in the interest of public safety.”
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Mr. Alsted Pemberton, a career civil servant  
retiring after 37 years,  

encouraged Permanent Secretaries and Heads of Departments in  
the Nevis island Administration to continue to work together to effect 

meaningful social change on Nevis.
NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS- Mr. Alsted 
Pemberton, a career 
civil servant retir-
ing after 37 years, 
encouraged Permanent 
Secretaries and Heads of 
Departments in the Nevis 
Island Administration to 
continue to work together 
to effect meaningful so-
cial change on Nevis. 

He made the call at a 
small farewell reception 
on May 8, 2020, hosted 
by the Ministry of Social 
Development, where 
he served as Director of 
the Social Policy and 
Sustainable Human 
Development Unit, his 
final appointment within 
the ministry. 

“I just want to take this 
opportunity to say thank 
you to all of you, the min-
isters, the PS Ministry of 
Social Development, the 
PS Human Resources 
and all the Heads of 
Departments…and to 
say to you continue to 
work together to promote 
meaningful social change 
throughout the commu-
nity of Nevis,” he said.

Mr. Pemberton who 
worked in several areas 
within the Service stated 
that although he was re-
tiring he would assist if 
needed. 

“I am still available to as-
sist the Ministry of Social 
Development. Even I’m 
leaving the Public Service 
I still have the Ministry 
of Social Development 
at heart and people in 
particular because I have 
worked with people all 
of my life. I have been in 
a number of community 
groups and organisations 
and I am still working 
with people and I will 
continue to work with 
people,” he said.

Mr. Pemberton who re-
tired as of May 12, 2020, 

used the opportunity to 
thank all those persons he 
had worked with him dur-
ing his tenure at the min-
istry, noting that he would 
not have succeeded with-
out their help.

“I want to take this op-
portunity once again 
to thank all of you  for 
working along with you 
as Heads of Departments 
and working along with 
you as your Permanent 
Secretary in establishing 
a lot of different things on 
the landscape of Nevis. 

“So without you there 
would have been no me 
and so I want you as you 
express your appreciation 
to me, I also want to ex-
press my appreciation to 
you as well,” he said.

Mr. Pemberton explained 
that he joined the ministry 
in 2006 but prior to that he 
entered the Public Service 
as a clerk at the Parcel 
Post, Customs Division 
which was located at the 
Old Treasury Building in 
Charlestown.

From there he moved 
to the Department of 
Education and taught 
for five years at both 
the Gingerland and 
Charlestown Secondary 
schools where he focused 
on Science subjects. 

He then moved to the 
Labour Department as 
a Junior Labour Officer, 
was promoted to Senior 
Labour Officer and later 
headed the department as 
the Chief Labour Officer 
during his 16-year ten-
ure before moving to 
the Ministry of Social 
Development as the 
Permanent Secretary, at 
a time when it was being 
reconfigured. 

Meantime, Hon. Eric 
Evelyn, Minister of 
Social Development who 
was also present, praised 

Mr. Pemberton for his 
long service.

“He has been an all-
rounder in the civil ser-
vice…and would have 
given 37 unbroken years 
and that deserves com-
mendation… and for him 
to have given 37 long 
years of service to the 
government and people 
of this beautiful island of 
Nevis is no mean feat. 

“Thirty-seven years is a 
long time to work in the 
government service and 
I am sure Mr. Pemberton 
would have given qual-
ity service. I believe he 
would have been a won-
derful and very effective 
manager,” he said.

The minister also com-
mended Mr. Pemberton 
for his accomplishments 
within the ministry.

“You would have been 
at the forefront of the 
ministry that I now lead, 
the Ministry of Social 
Development, and you 
would have been the 
Permanent Secretary and 
you would have been the 
one who would have been 
the trendsetter there and 
would have left a legacy 
for others who are there 
now to follow. 

“I am delighted to hear 
that you were the one who 
would have been at the 
forefront of some of these 
programmes that we are 
now benefiting from and 
many persons in Nevis 
are now benefiting from. 
So I really want to thank 
you for the sterling ser-
vice that you would have 
provided to that particular 
ministry… All who ben-
efit from that ministry are 
all the better from your 
sterling quality service 
in the Ministry of Social 
Development,” he said.
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By Loshaun Dixon 

The National Assembly 
has been dissolved and 
within 90 days voters in 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis will head to 
the polls. Now, Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris is reflecting on his 
time as the Nation’s third 
leader, boasting of his 
many accomplishments.

Parliament was officially 
dissolved on Tuesday 
two days before it would 
have been automatically 
prorogued on the fifth 
anniversary of its first 
sitting.

In an address on 
Wednesday evening, 
Dr. Timothy Harris an-
nounced the dissolution 
of parliament. “We are 
a Country governed by 
laws and our Constitution 
is our supreme law. Our 
Constitution is very clear. 
Every parliament shall 
continue for five years 
from the date of the first 
sitting of the National 
Assembly after an elec-
tion and shall then end, 
unless sooner dissolved.”

He said he advised the 
Governor General Sir 
S.W Tapley Seaton on 
Tuesday to dissolve the 
National Assembly

“It is now almost some 
five years since that 
first sitting and I have 
yesterday advised His 

Excellency the Governor 
General, Sir S.W. Tapley 
Seaton, to dissolve the 
National Assembly as 
from Tuesday,12th May 
2020 and he has gra-
ciously consented.”

Dr Harris, looking back 
on the last five years, 
said, “My Cabinet 
Colleagues and I have 
dedicated ourselves to 
the task of delivering a 
better quality of life to 
all of our citizens and 
residents. 

“We believe that we have 
been successful in great 
measure. Our record has 
shown that when faced 
with opportunities and/
or challenges we have 
always responded effec-
tively and efficiently.” He 
said they were proud of 
the manner in which they 
were able to “restore our 
Country’s good name, 
which was sullied before 
we came to office.”

He said, “The Country 
had experienced a long 
and extended period of 
indebtedness and we 
had been subjected to an 
administration that had 
no regard for the rule of 
law.”

Dr Harris hailed the 
country’s economy as the 
best in the region. “Our 
fiscal management of 
public finances has been 
second to none. We paid 
off a $117 million IMF 

debt left by our predeces-
sors. We have recorded 
surpluses and positive 
economic growth every 
year of our tenure.  This 
successful management 
has allowed us to pay 
the public servants a 
double salary four years 
in succession and cater 
effectively to the needs 
of our citizens and resi-
dents during this period 
of global crisis.”

He said the government 
had been able to fulfil 
many promises they had 
made on the campaign 
trail. “Your Team Unity 
administration has gov-
erned with thoughtful-
ness and compassion in 
every area and fulfilled 
manifesto commitments 
that were made in 2015. 
You will recall that we 
made the prompt pay-
ment of $16 million to 
former sugar industry 
workers.  

“We removed VAT from 
food, medicine, educa-
tional supplies and fu-
neral expenses.  We also 
introduced the poverty 
alleviation programme 
and pay a monthly sti-
pend of $500 to over 
4,000 households earn-
ing less than $3,000 
per month. These were 
promises made – and, 
thankfully, promises we 
have kept.”

He said the government 
undertook the most 

significant public sec-
tor investment in the 
Federation’s history in-
cluding, “The construc-
tion of the second cruise 
pier, the $69 million 
resurfacing of the is-
land main road, the re-
construction of the Old 
Road Bay to alleviate 
the long-standing dan-
gers that were posed to 
travellers, the construc-
tion of the modern Ferry 
Terminal and Bus Line 
Terminal….”

 Dr. Harris added that one 
of their major achieve-
ments was the curbing 
of crime that was an 
issue when they took 
office. “You will recall 
that when this Team 
Unity Government as-
sumed office, crime was 
rampant and our citizens 
were living in fear as ho-
micides had reached an 
all-time high.  Parents 
were burying their chil-
dren at an alarming rate; 
fear stalked the land and 
many persons refrained 
from venturing out at 
nights.  The economy 
was being negatively im-
pacted and we promised 
to aggressively combat 
this scourge, which we 
inherited.”  

He continued, “I am 
proud that this country 
is now regarded as one 
of the safest places to 
live.  Major crimes – in 
particular, homicides – 
have fallen dramatically 

and a new era of peace 
has been ushered in our 
beautiful Federation.  
Another promise made 
and another promise we 
have kept.”

Addressing COVID-19 
Dr Harris said the gov-
ernment had seen success 
in protecting the people 
and economy. “We must 
continue the fight. We are 
making good progress 
but there is so much more 
to do in these difficult 
and uncertain times. Our 
early, proactive actions 
by restricting travellers, 
enforcing quarantine 
and closing the borders 
have undoubtedly saved 
lives during this pan-
demic and prevented our 
health system from being 
overwhelmed.

“Because of the tough de-
cisions we took, St. Kitts 
and Nevis is now best 
placed in the Caribbean 
to recover. This is not by 
accident.”

 He noted that his ad-
ministration has a plan 
to continue fighting this 
pandemic and put the 
Federation back on the 
path to a stronger and 
safer future.

“I can assure you that we 
have a plan. It is a plan 
for a stronger economy, 
where our jobs are se-
cure, our streets are safer, 
and our future is brighter.

“The plan acknowledges 
a greater role for agricul-
ture.  We are providing 
farmers free seeds and 
seedlings, free harrowing 
services and a financial 
grant for loss of their ani-
mals.  We have provided 
additional lands for food 
security,” he said.

The prime minister said 
the plan includes getting 
the tourism plant back 
on the incredible growth 
trajectory in cruise and 
stay-over visitors. “The 
plan involves the con-
tinuing development of 
our infrastructure. We are 
living in unprecedented 
times, which none of us 
has ever experienced 
before. My Government 
is committed to keeping 
all of our people safe. 
The health of our nation 
is and will remain our 
number one priority.”

He said the next elec-
tion will chart the way 
forward for the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis. 
“The next election will 
bring certainty to our 
Federation, preserve 
our democracy and al-
low us to continue to 
deliver a brighter future, 
creating employment 
and prosperity, building 
bigger homes and keep-
ing us safe. Let us stay 
together and see this 
through.”

PM Harris 
reflects as 
Parliament 
dissolved
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“The plan provides a 
greater role for farmers 

and fishers.”

PM Harris Outlines Team 
Unity’s Plans for Future
and fishers.”

By Petra Mc Sheene 

During his weekly 
broadcast on ‘Leadership 
Matters’  Prime Minister 
Timothy Harris, leader 
of the Team Unity 
Administration, took the 
time to outline some of 
the plans for the future 
that his government has 
in store for the country in 
the upcoming years.”

Dr. Harris told the 
Observer the people will 
have an opportunity to 
choose the best perform-
ing government to con-
tinue its programs that 
takes the Federation to a 
safer and stronger place. 

“Our skillful manage-
ment of Covid/19 shows 
clearly that this is not a 
time to disrupt that suc-
cess story and endanger 
all our lives with reckless 
actions to score political 
points. I promise an era 
of responsible compe-
tent leadership further 
advancing the quality of 
life of our people work-
ing together.”

Speaking on Leadership 
Matters Prime Minister 
Harris assured the audi-
ence that there was a 
plan to build a stronger 

economy where jobs are 
safer, streets are safer and 
the future to be stronger 
and brighter. Plans are 
also in place to get the 
tourism industry back on 
track. 

“The plan provides for a 
greater role for farmers 
and fishers. Farmers are 
now being provided with 
free seeds and seedlings, 
free harrowing services 
and a financial grant 
for persons who lost 
animals.”

PM Harris further stated 
that the plan for the fu-
ture is being at the cutting 
edge of information and 
communication technol-
ogy.  It is about empow-
ering our young people, 
which is why approxi-
mately two thousand ICT 
devices were procured 
for students and teachers 
to do e-learning. Plans 
post virus also include 
the building of infra-
structure, which is why 
the road resurfacing proj-
ects have been restarted 
with local contractors.

“The Old Road 
Rehabilitation is taking 
place and will be ex-
panded to provide a bou-
levard and shopping area 

in the western side of our 
federation. Our plans for 
the future will entail the 
distribution of over three 
thousand residential lots 
for our people, some of 
whom, all they need is 
just to earn something 
in their country that they 
can call their own.”

PM Harris outlined that 
additional plans for the 
future is keeping citizens 
as safe as can be through 
strategic investments 
in public safety and 
security.

“The plan for the future 
will involve the build-out 
of the Explorers Club, 
the Tops and the Cadets 
in our secondary schools 
as part of our national 
program of youth en-
gagement and enrich-
ment of their lives for 
productive and respon-
sible citizenship.” 

PM Harris stated proudly 
that St. Kitts and Nevis 
has been ranked as the 
best performing coun-
try in the region by the 
World Justice Rule of 
Law twice in a row. 
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Members of Jamaica’s Narcotics and Manchester 
Police Divisions at Spur Tree in Manchester rounded 
up four suspects and seized thousands of pounds of 
compressed marijuana in what has been described as 
the biggest ‘ganja bust’ in the Caribbean country’s 
history.

According to the Jamaica Observer, the security agen-
cies raided two premises on Monday around 8:45 pm 
and successfully discovered and seized about 8,700 
pounds of compressed marijuana with an estimated 
street value of $35 million.

The suspects, whose identities have not yet been re-
vealed, include three men and a woman. They have 
been detained pending further investigations. A mo-
tor vehicle on the premises was also seized. deadly 
diseases you pro

Cannabis is not legal in Jamaica even though natives 
can carry around small amounts of the drug with-
out criminalization, thanks to a law passed in 2014. 
Citizens are also allowed to grow five cannabis plants 
per household for horticultural purposes.

The large scale cultivation of the plant for medicinal 
purposes is also legal. Interested cultivators, how-
ever, require a license from the Cannabis Licensing 
Authority.

At the beginning of the year, the island nation’s 
Minister of State for Industry, Commerce, Agriculture 
and Fisheries, Floyd Green, announced the introduc-
tion of the Alternative Development Programme, 
which aims at registering traditional marijuana grow-
ers to curb the illegal cultivation of the plant and 
“channel the process through legal streams,” The 
Jamaica Gleaner reports.

“What we will be doing in 2020 is looking for more 
community groups of traditional growers that we 
will engage and provide the technical support for 
them to transition into the medicinal marijuana in-
dustry,” Green said during an address to the House of 
Representatives.

“Already, we have a group from St Ann that has ap-
proached us and a group in Kingston and a group 
from south west St Elizabeth.”

Green also made mention of a cannabis pilot project 
that has been initiated between authorities and tradi-
tional growers in Accompong, St Elizabeth.

“We have gone in there with the team to provide 
technical support. The program focuses on commu-
nity groups, so it starts with a group of ganja farmers, 
and we would have gone in and provided the seeds, 
provided reduced requirements and we have gone 
through a learning process. I would say the pilot has 
been a success,” he said.

At the time of the minister’s address, he confirmed 
they had been able to successfully sell 44 pounds of 
cultivated cannabis from Accompong to medicinal 
marijuana buyers as a result of the program.

“We are now looking to move from the one acre that 
we started with to go into 10 acres of cultivation. 
We also met with the farmers from Orange Hill in 
Westmoreland. Again, we had some challenges get-
ting the pilot off the ground, largely because of iden-
tifying suitable land that can be used and land that is 
owned that we can utilize for the purpose of planting 
ganja,” he said

Jamaica in Biggest Ever  
Marijuana Bust
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NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS -- Work on the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Pinney’s 
Beach Park Project is 
slated to commence by 
early to mid-June, 2020.

Mr. John Hanley, 
Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of 
Tourism, made the dis-
closure while speak-
ing to the Department 
of Information on 
May 12, 2020, follow-
ing the recently held 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment [EIA] Virtual 
Public Consultation on 
May 05, 2020.

“We are hoping to get 
started by early to mid-
June pending completion 
and submission of the 
EIA report and Physical 
Planning approval…

“This project has been 
in the pipeline for sev-
eral years, due largely to 
funding and other logis-
tical challenges, but we 
are now poised to begin 
construction as soon as 

we receive planning ap-
proval,” he said.

The project, which will 
be jointly funded by 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan), is estimated 
to cost US$2.7 mil-
lion. The Nevis Island 
Administration will 
provide EC$1million 
( U S $ . 0 3 m i l l i o n ) , 
while the remaining 
US$2.4million will be 
provided through the gen-
erosity of the Republic of 
China (Taiwan).

On completion, the 
Pinney’s Park Project 
will be a 11.5 acre rec-
reational park facility 
featuring a visitor cen-
tre, jogging trails, picnic 
area, a lawn amphithe-
atre, parking lots and a 
large open central space 
suitable for hosting ma-
jor events.

The permanent secre-
tary who moderated the 
consultation described 
the more than two-hour 
event as successful, 

and noted that it stimu-
lated much interest and 
discussion.

“Most feedback was 
on social media via 
VON Radio and Nevis 
Television Facebook 
page as well as private 
pages.

“Key concerns included 
adequate drainage of 
the site, waste water and 
sewage management, re-
planting of coconut trees, 
wetland biodiversity pro-
tection and local employ-
ment opportunities,” he 
said.

He explained that the 
virtual consultation was 
necessary due to the legal 
requirement of an EIA 
by the Department of 
Physical Planning as part 
of the approval process.

He explained that the 
EIA is a technical study 
of the possible effects 
that a project or devel-
opment may have on 
its surroundings, and 

recommendations as to 
how any challenges ob-
served may be addressed.

Mr. Hanley noted that 
under normal circum-
stances the EIA is done in 
a town hall-type setting 
but as the island is in the 
midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic which has ne-
cessitated social distanc-
ing requirements, it had 
to be done virtually.

The virtual consulta-
tion was facilitated 
by the Department of 
Information via stream-
ing on its social media 
platforms and VON 
Radio through a live 
broadcast.

Presenters at the con-
sultation were Mr. 
Vincent Lai, a citi-
zen of the Republic of 
China (Taiwan), who 
has been designated as 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 

Pinney’s Beach Park 
Project Coordinator; Ms. 
Camille Kelly, a well-
known local architect; 
and Dr. Janice D. Hodge 

the EIA consultant to 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Pinney’s Beach Park 
Project.

 Work on the St. Kitts and Nevis Pinney’s Beach 
Park Project is slated to commence by 

 early to mid-June, 2020.

Mr. John Hanley, Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Tourism
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Steps to Christ          Chapter 7—The Test of Discipleship
Ellen G. White Writings

“If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: 
old things are passed 
away; behold, all things 
are become new.” 2 
Corinthians 5:17. 

A person may not be 
able to tell the exact 
time or place, or trace 
all the chain of circum-
stances in the process 
of conversion; but this 
does not prove him to 
be unconverted. Christ 
said to Nicodemus, “The 
wind bloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is everyone 
that is born of the Spirit.” 
John 3:8. Like the wind, 
which is invisible, yet 
the effects of which are 
plainly seen and felt, is 
the Spirit of God in its 
work upon the human 
heart. That regenerating 
power, which no human 
eye can see, begets a new 
life in the soul; it creates 
a new being in the image 
of God. While the work 
of the Spirit is silent and 
imperceptible, its effects 
are manifest. If the heart 
has been renewed by the 
Spirit of God, the life 
will bear witness to the 
fact. While we cannot do 
anything to change our 
hearts or to bring our-
selves into harmony with 
God; while we must not 
trust at all to ourselves or 
our good works, our lives 
will reveal whether the 
grace of God is dwelling 
within us. A change will 
be seen in the character, 
the habits, the pursuits. 
The contrast will be clear 
and decided between 
what they have been and 
what they are. The char-
acter is revealed, not by 
occasional good deeds 
and occasional misdeeds, 
but by the tendency of 
the habitual words and 
acts. 

It is true that there may 
be an outward correct-
ness of deportment with-
out the renewing power 
of Christ. The love of in-
fluence and the desire for 
the esteem of others may 
produce a well-ordered 
life. Self-respect may 
lead us to avoid the ap-
pearance of evil. A self-
ish heart may perform 
generous actions. By 
what means, then, shall 
we determine whose side 
we are on? 

Who has the heart? With 
whom are our thoughts? 
Of whom do we love to 
converse? Who has our 
warmest affections and 
our best energies? If we 
are Christ’s, our thoughts 
are with Him, and our 
sweetest thoughts are of 
Him. All we have and are 
is consecrated to Him. 
We long to bear His im-
age, breathe His spirit, 
do His will, and please 
Him in all things. 

Those who become new 
creatures in Christ Jesus 
will bring forth the fruits 
of the Spirit, “love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temper-
ance.” Galatians 5:22, 
23. They will no longer 
fashion themselves ac-
cording to the former 
lusts, but by the faith 
of the Son of God they 
will follow in His steps, 
reflect His character, and 
purify themselves even 
as He is pure. The things 
they once hated they 
now love, and the things 
they once loved they 
hate. The proud and self-
assertive become meek 
and lowly in heart. The 
vain and supercilious 
become serious and un-
obtrusive. The drunken 
become sober, and the 
profligate pure. The vain 
customs and fashions of 
the world are laid aside. 

Christians will seek not 
the “outward adorning,” 
but “the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which 
is not corruptible, even 
the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit.” 1 Peter 
3:3, 4. 

There is no evidence of 
genuine repentance un-
less it works reforma-
tion. If he restore the 
pledge, give again that 
he had robbed, confess 
his sins, and love God 
and his fellow men, the 
sinner may be sure that 
he has passed from death 
unto life. 

When, as erring, sin-
ful beings, we come to 
Christ and become par-
takers of His pardoning 
grace, love springs up in 
the heart. Every burden 
is light, for the yoke that 
Christ imposes is easy. 
Duty becomes a delight, 
and sacrifice a pleasure. 
The path that before 
seemed shrouded in 
darkness, becomes bright 
with beams from the Sun 
of Righteousness. 

The loveliness of the 
character of Christ will 
be seen in His followers. 
It was His delight to do 
the will of God. Love to 
God, zeal for His glory, 
was the controlling 
power in our Saviour’s 
life. Love beautified and 
ennobled all His actions. 
Love is of God. The un-
consecrated heart cannot 
originate or produce it. It 
is found only in the heart 
where Jesus reigns. “We 
love, because He first 
loved us.” 1 John 4:19, 
R.V. In the heart renewed 
by divine grace, love is 
the principle of action. 
It modifies the character, 
governs the impulses, 
controls the passions, 
subdues enmity, and 

ennobles the affections. 
This love, cherished in 
the soul, sweetens the 
life and sheds a refining 
influence on all around. 

There are two errors 
against which the chil-
dren of God—particu-
larly those who have 
just come to trust in 
His grace—especially 
need to guard. The first, 
already dwelt upon, is 
that of looking to their 
own works, trusting to 
anything they can do, 
to bring themselves into 
harmony with God. He 
who is trying to become 
holy by his own works 
in keeping the law, is at-
tempting an impossibil-
ity. All that man can do 

without Christ is polluted 
with selfishness and sin. 
It is the grace of Christ 
alone, through faith, that 
can make us holy. 

The opposite and no less 
dangerous error is that 
belief in Christ releases 
men from keeping the 
law of God; that since by 
faith alone we become 
partakers of the grace of 
Christ, our works have 
nothing to do with our 
redemption. 

But notice here that obe-
dience is not a mere out-
ward compliance, but the 
service of love. The law 
of God is an expression 

of His very nature; it is an 
embodiment of the great 
principle of love, and 
hence is the foundation 
of His government in 
heaven and earth. If our 
hearts are renewed in the 
likeness of God, if the di-
vine love is implanted in 
the soul, will not the law 
of God be carried out in 
the life? When the prin-
ciple of love is implanted 
in the heart, when man 
is renewed after the im-
age of Him that created 
him, the new-covenant 
promise is fulfilled, “I 
will put My laws into 
their hearts, and in their 
minds will I write them.” 
Hebrews 10:16. And if 
the law is written in the 
heart, will it not shape 
the life? Obedience—the 
service and allegiance 
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of love—is the true sign 
of discipleship. Thus the 
Scripture says, “This 
is the love of God, that 
we keep His command-
ments.” “He that saith, I 
know Him, and keepeth 
not His commandments, 
is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him.” 1 John 5:3; 
2:4. Instead of releasing 
man from obedience, it 
is faith, and faith only, 
that makes us partakers 
of the grace of Christ, 
which enables us to ren-
der obedience. 

We do not earn salvation 
by our obedience; for 
salvation is the free gift 
of God, to be received 
by faith. But obedi-
ence is the fruit of faith. 
“Ye know that He was 
manifested to take away 
our sins; and in Him is 
no sin. Whosoever abi-
deth in Him sinneth not: 
whosoever sinneth hath 
not seen Him, neither 
known Him.” 1 John 3:5, 
6. Here is the true test. 
If we abide in Christ, if 
the love of God dwells 
in us, our feelings, our 
thoughts, our purposes, 
our actions, will be in 
harmony with the will 
of God as expressed in 
the precepts of His holy 
law. “Little children, let 
no man deceive you: he 
that doeth righteousness 
is righteous, even as He 
is righteous.” 1 John 3:7. 
Righteousness is defined 
by the standard of God’s 
holy law, as expressed in 
the ten precepts given on 
Sinai. 

That so-called faith in 
Christ which professes 
to release men from the 
obligation of obedience 
to God, is not faith, but 
presumption. “By grace 
are ye saved through 
faith.” But “faith, if 
it hath not works, is 
dead.” Ephesians 2:8; 
James 2:17. Jesus said of 
Himself before He came 
to earth, “I delight to do 
Thy will, O My God: 
yea, Thy law is within 
My heart.” Psalm 40:8. 
And just before He as-
cended again to heaven 
He declared, “I have kept 
My Father’s command-
ments, and abide in His 

love.” John 15:10. The 
Scripture says, “Hereby 
we do know that we 
know Him, if we keep 
His commandments.... 
He that saith he abideth 
in Him ought himself 
also so to walk even as 
He walked.” 1 John 2:3-
6. “Because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving 
us an example, that ye 
should follow His steps.” 
1 Peter 2:21. 

The condition of eternal 
life is now just what it 
always has been,—just 
what it was in Paradise 
before the fall of our first 
parents,—perfect obedi-
ence to the law of God, 
perfect righteousness. If 
eternal life were granted 
on any condition short of 
this, then the happiness 
of the whole universe 
would be imperiled. The 
way would be open for 
sin, with all its train of 
woe and misery, to be 
immortalized. 

It was possible for Adam, 
before the fall, to form 
a righteous character by 
obedience to God’s law. 
But he failed to do this, 
and because of his sin our 
natures are fallen and we 
cannot make ourselves 
righteous. Since we are 
sinful, unholy, we can-
not perfectly obey the 
holy law. We have no 
righteousness of our own 
with which to meet the 
claims of the law of God. 
But Christ has made a 
way of escape for us. He 
lived on earth amid tri-
als and temptations such 
as we have to meet. He 
lived a sinless life. He 
died for us, and now He 
offers to take our sins and 
give us His righteous-
ness. If you give yourself 
to Him, and accept Him 
as your Saviour, then, 
sinful as your life may 
have been, for His sake 
you are accounted righ-
teous. Christ’s character 
stands in place of your 
character, and you are ac-
cepted before God just as 
if you had not sinned. 

More than this, Christ 
changes the heart. He 

abides in your heart by 
faith. You are to main-
tain this connection with 
Christ by faith and the 
continual surrender of 
your will to Him; and 
so long as you do this, 
He will work in you to 
will and to do accord-
ing to His good plea-
sure. So you may say, 
“The life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and 
gave Himself for me.” 
Galatians 2:20. So Jesus 
said to His disciples, “It 
is not ye that speak, but 
the Spirit of your Father 
which speaketh in you.” 
Matthew 10:20. Then 
with Christ working in 
you, you will manifest 
the same spirit and do 
the same good works—
works of righteousness, 
obedience. 

So we have nothing in 
ourselves of which to 
boast. We have no ground 
for self-exaltation. Our 
only ground of hope is 
in the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to us, 
and in that wrought by 
His Spirit working in 
and through us. 

When we speak of faith, 
there is a distinction that 
should be borne in mind. 
There is a kind of belief 
that is wholly distinct 
from faith. The existence 
and power of God, the 
truth of His word, are 
facts that even Satan and 
his hosts cannot at heart 
deny. The Bible says that 
“the devils also believe, 
and tremble;” but this 
is not faith. James 2:19. 
Where there is not only a 
belief in God’s word, but 
a submission of the will 
to Him; where the heart 
is yielded to Him, the af-
fections fixed upon Him, 
there is faith—faith that 
works by love and puri-
fies the soul. Through 
this faith the heart is re-
newed in the image of 
God. And the heart that 
in its unrenewed state is 
not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can 
be, now delights in its 
holy precepts, exclaim-
ing with the psalmist, 
“O how love I Thy law! 

it is my meditation all 
the day.” Psalm 119:97. 
And the righteousness 
of the law is fulfilled in 
us, “who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the 
Spirit.” Romans 8:1. 

There are those who 
have known the pardon-
ing love of Christ and 
who really desire to be 
children of God, yet they 
realize that their char-
acter is imperfect, their 
life faulty, and they are 
ready to doubt whether 
their hearts have been re-
newed by the Holy Spirit. 
To such I would say, Do 
not draw back in despair. 
We shall often have to 
bow down and weep at 
the feet of Jesus because 
of our shortcomings and 
mistakes, but we are not 
to be discouraged. Even 
if we are overcome by 
the enemy, we are not 
cast off, not forsaken 
and rejected of God. No; 
Christ is at the right hand 
of God, who also ma-
keth intercession for us. 

Said the beloved John, 
“These things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not. 
And if any man sin, we 
have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous.” 1 John 
2:1. And do not forget 
the words of Christ, “The 
Father Himself loveth 
you.” John 16:27. He 
desires to restore you to 
Himself, to see His own 
purity and holiness re-
flected in you. And if you 
will but yield yourself 
to Him, He that hath be-
gun a good work in you 
will carry it forward to 
the day of Jesus Christ. 
Pray more fervently; be-
lieve more fully. As we 
come to distrust our own 
power, let us trust the 
power of our Redeemer, 
and we shall praise Him 
who is the health of our 
countenance. 

The closer you come to 
Jesus, the more faulty 
you will appear in your 
own eyes; for your vision 
will be clearer, and your 

imperfections will be 
seen in broad and distinct 
contrast to His perfect na-
ture. This is evidence that 
Satan’s delusions have 
lost their power; that the 
vivifying influence of the 
Spirit of God is arousing 
you. 

No deep-seated love for 
Jesus can dwell in the 
heart that does not realize 
its own sinfulness. The 
soul that is transformed 
by the grace of Christ 
will admire His divine 
character; but if we do 
not see our own moral 
deformity, it is unmis-
takable evidence that 
we have not had a view 
of the beauty and excel-
lence of Christ. 

Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. 
White. All Rights Reserved.
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KNOW MORE ABOUT 
MARCUS GARVEY

By master Derrick Hazel

As, no man ought to keep 
wholly unto himself any 
possession that may be 
useful to the public. To 
do so, would naturally 
only amount to self fulfil-
ment, and no more. I find 
it reasonable to persuade 
and convince myself 
that the time has already 
come, and well over-
due, to share knowledge 
gained from years, 1990 
to today; years of deep 
and relentless research 
into the family legacy of 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey 
(junior). 

The fact that, what-
ever your perception of 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey 
(junior) is, this will 
change; consider!

The information that I 
wish to share is that of 
great, famed, Mr. Marcus 
Mosiah Garvey (junior). 
Which up until now, is 
only known to myself, 
master. Derrick Hazel. 
How-ever, I would like 
to share this knowledge 
with you, in an effect to 
make this, part of history. 

There is perhaps in ev-
erything of any conse-
quence a secret history, 
which it would be amus-
ing to know, if we could 
have it authentically told. 
And so, I hear say, that; 
this disclosure will ir-
refutably fulfil a want of 
facts, which would great-
ly contribute to a fuller 
appreciation of black 
history, as it relates to the 
legacy of Marcus Mosiah 
Garvey (junior). 

Have you ever heard 
of any other person but 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey 
(junior), for over 133 
years, with the fam-
ily name of Garvey, of 
Jamaica?

It is founded, that the 
mother of Marcus 
Mosiah Garvey (junior), 
was a lady named Sariah 
Jane Richards-Woodley 
born 1852 and the daugh-
ter of Sariah Mason-
Garvey (senior) and 
Henry Samuel Woodley. 
They were married on 7th 
December 1854 in Saint 
Annes, Sandy Point, St. 
Kitts, West Indies. Sariah 
Jane Richards, married 
John Joseph Warner (se-
nior) on 30th April 1874. 
They produced twelve 
(12) children. Sariah 
Jane Richards-now 

Sariah Jane Warner, left 
St. Annes, Sandy Point, 
St. Kitts, bound for 
Jamaica in 1900. She 
took with her two of her 
children. Indiana-Jessie 
Elizabeth Warner and 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey 
(junior)-John Joseph 
Warner (junior). Sariah 
Jane Richards and her 
two children visited 
their uncle Marcus Alim 
Benties, then known 
in Jamaica as Marcus 
Mosiah Garvey (senior); 
in 1900. This uncle 
Marcus Alim Benties or 
Mason-Garvey, of moth-
er title; His birth record 
shows he was born in 
1840 to Issabella Mason-
Garvey, then the owner 
of Sir Gillies Estate in St. 
Annes, Sandy Point, St. 
Kitts, West Indies. 

When Marcus Mosiah 
Garvey (junior), came 
back home to St. Annes, 
Sandy Point, St. Kitts, 
West Indies; in 1937, 
he was accommodated 
and housed by his long-
time friend in New 
York, U.S.A and in St. 
Annes, Sandy Point, 
St. Kitts West Indies, 
Mr. Arnold McIntosh. 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey 
(junior) have had in 
New York, U.S.A 
many Sandy Pointers 
as his close personal 
friends and associates, 

the likes of Wilameena 
Ammatrading (Ms. 
Meene), a one-time per-
sonal secretary in New 
York, USA. Charles 
Mills, his public rela-
tions officer. Jacob Mills, 
the son of Charles Mills. 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey 
(junior) also has had 
politically strong Sandy 
Pointers, Kittitians in 
New York, U.S.A. as his 
foes, adversaries, ene-
mies; the likes of Samuel 
Augustus Duncan, in 
1918. Cyril. V. Briggs, 
founder of the Socialist 
and Communist Party 
in New York U.S.A. 
The leader of African 
Blood Brotherhood 
party in 1919, with of-
fices in New York U.S.A. 
Trinidad, British Guyana, 
Windward Islands and 
the Dominican Republic. 
Cyril. V. Briggs was also 
the editor of the Crusader 
Magazine in New York 
U.S.A and the Harlem 
Liberator weekly news-
paper of the Communist 
Party in New York U.S.A 
1930. 

Jessie Elizabeth Warner, 
better known as Indiana, 
was born 1st March 
1886 in Saint Annes, 
Sandy Point, St. Kitts. 
West Indies. John Joseph 
Warner (junior), came 
to be known as Marcus 
Mosiah Garvey (junior); 
he was born on the 26th 
July 1888 at Garners 

Estate, Fig Tree, Saint 
Annes, Sandy Point, St. 
Kitts, West Indies. So, 
it is stated on his birth 
certificate. 

When Sarah Jane 
Richards and her two 
children Indiana and 
Marcus reached to 
Kingston, Jamaica in 
the year 1900, they re-
kindled and re-estab-
lished family personal 
and intimate relationship 
with the St. Kitts born 
Alfred Burrows, heir to 
Burryeau Estate, Christ 
Church, Nicholas Town, 
St. Kitts, West Indies. 
He Alfred Burrows, was 
operating a business firm 
in Kingston, Jamaica. 
It is said, that, there, 
young Marcus Mosiah 
Garvey (junior), entered 
into an apprenticeship. 
It is also interesting to 
note that another heir to 
Burryeau Estate, George 
Burroughs was listed 
“best man” or witness on 
the marriage certificate 
between John Joseph 
Warner (senior). and 
Sariah Jane Richards-
Woodley 30th April 1874 
in Saint Annes, Sandy 
Point, St. Kitts, West 
Indies. 

Sariah Jane Richards 
subsequently died on the 

18th March 1908 at the 
age of 56, in Kingston, 
Jamaica. Her son, 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey 
(junior) or John Joseph 
Warner (junior) died in 
England on the 10th June 
1940. To date, I have not 
established the date of 
the death of the uncle, 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey 
(senior), or Marcus Alim 
Benties-Mason-Garvey. 
Along these lines, it is 
well established that he 
was committed to Saint 
Anne’s poor house in 
June 1915 in Jamaica, 
West Indies, as Marcus 
Mosiah Garvey (senior). 

The shades of our moth-
er’s and grandmother’s 
lamp always say “Home 
Sweet Home”!  Like, 
“All Jews must come 
back to Jerusalem”. 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey 
(junior) himself felt an 
inherent duty; “Back to 
Africa Bright Starliners”. 
Come home sweet home 
Marcus, where you will 
find your rightful and fi-
nal resting place. 

master Derrick Hazel

4/8/2020
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Small island states deserve the G20’s attention
May 2020 Letter:

Small island states deserve the G20’s attention

From Dr David Doyle and Dr Everson Hull, Ambassadors of St Kitts & Nevis

Your Datawatch featured on the front page of the FT (“Island hopping”, May 5) 
highlighting the economic dependency of small islands to tourism, and the as-
sistance they will need to offset the costs of the Covid-19 pandemic resulting from 
lost tourism receipts, is most timely.

Caribbean small island developing states (SIDS), Saint Kitts and Nevis included, 
constitute one of the most tourism-dependent regions worldwide, with the tour-
ism sector recognised by the UN World Tourism Organization as a key economic 
driver and foreign-exchange earner.

The Caribbean small states welcome 30m tourists annually, sustaining 14 per cent 
of the jobs and contributing over 15 per cent to gross domestic product.

Unlike other regional groups, SIDS face an accentuated level of risk arising from 
Covid-19, given not only close-downs affecting important income streams from 
tourism, but also the less-reported, but equally devastating effects of natural disas-
ters driven by climate change. This translates into heightened vulnerability.

We applaud G20 countries’ recent decision to freeze official loan payments from 
low-income countries until the end of 2020 in the face of Covid-19. But we urge 
the G20 to target assistance more flexibly in exploring mid-income country-by-
country specific solutions, considering existing debt burdens and the broader 
vulnerability factors, in funding the small islands’ development plans, and thereby 
contribute to their Sustainable Development Goals.

Mid-income SIDS are just as vulnerable as low-income countries to the Covid-19 
pandemic in sustaining their economic, social, education programmes, as well as 
tourism, already deprived of Official Development Assistance funding because of 
their mid-income status.

Dr David Doyle, Ambassador of St Kitts & Nevis to UNESCO

Dr Everson Hull, Ambassador of St Kitts & Nevis to Organization of American 
States

Copyright The Financial Times Limited 2020. All rights reserved.
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