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PM AGAINST 
MARIJUANA 
LEGALISATION
By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis 
Dr. Timothy Harris is firmly against 
the decriminalization of Marijuana 
stating the drug has destroyed many 
lives.
Dr. Harris in a passionate plea im-
plored citizens to reject the drug indi-
cating that lot of reckless statements 

are being made in relation to the plant 
in the current landscape.
Dr Harris said, “For you the moth-
ers and the fathers and the adults 
you have to stand firm on a point of 
principle. For all the years you look 
around the community and you see 
what is happening and you see who 
is smoking and you see what is hap-
pening to them.” He indicated that the 

use of the plant has destroyed many 
young lives in St. Kitts and Nevis.
“You see our children, who they have 
fixed up and mixed up in marijuana 
and hard substances and as bright as 
they showed, and their future prospect 
was so encouraging, almost by osmo-
sis, their lives have been shattered.”
He also noted the effects the drug has 

had on the people of the Federation 
indicating the issues are confronted 
everyday by the public. “What smart 
man or smart woman could convince 
you? When you pass on the street you 
hear the conduct, you see how they 
blow their smoke without regard for 
pastor, lawyer or doctor passing and 
you wonder what would happen if we 
were to legalize this?”
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St. Kitts Park Hyatt Honored 
by Conde Nast Traveler

By Dan ehrlich

Conde Nast Traveler 
Magazine has included 
the St. Kitts Park Hyatt 
Resort in its 2018 Hot 
List of the 100 best new 
hotels in the world.

The Hyatt was one 
of 11hotels from the 
Caribbean region to 
make the list

According to the mag-
azine’s description: 
“When you pull up to 
the hotel, you’ll stop 
right in front of a long, 
open-air entry way 
that leads right to the 
beach. It’s a straight 
shot of electric blue 
sea and sky. As far as 
first impressions go, 
it’s pretty spectacu-
lar. Before you even 
check in, you’ll feel 
instantly relaxed and 
in pure vacation mode. 
Attractive to a variety 

of vacationing travel-
ers, set on quiet Banana 
Bay overlooking the 
twin sister island of 
Nevis, this Park Hyatt 
feels like every detail 
that went in to build-
ing it was thoughtfully 
cared about. ”

Range Developments, 
the developer of lux-
ury hotel resorts in 
the Caribbean, says it 
is delighted to be in-
cluded in Condé Nast 
Traveler’s 2018 Hot 
List:

For this year’s Hot List, 
Condé Nast Traveler’s 
editors vetted hundreds 
of recently opened ho-
tels and resorts, from 
West Africa to Miami, 
and picked the 102 
best new hotels in the 
world. 

Range Developments 
is a leading luxury 
developer of hotels in 

the eastern Caribbean 
using the citizenship-
by-investment model 
for financing “We have 
projects in Dominica, 
St Kitts & Nevis, and 
Saint Lucia,” said 
Mohammed Asaria, 
founder of Range 
Developments.

“Every citizenship-by-
investment programme 
is different and each 
one suits a different 
client. But there is one 
thing all our hotel proj-
ects share: integrity, 
rigour, and an attention 
to detail that ensures 
the project is com-
pleted in a timely and 
professional manner. 
That way everybody 
benefits, from the citi-
zens of the countries 
to the investors to the 
holidaymakers that 
come and stay. 

“We are delighted to 
be nominated for these 

awards, it shows the 
expertise, profession-
alism and hard work 
of all our team is being 
recognised.”

The Park Hyatt St. Kitts 
opened November 1, 
2017 to rave reviews 
from media and pub-
lic. Earlier this year 
the Six Senses St. 
Kitts launched, and is 
due for completion in 
2021. 

On the site of a former 
sugar plantation over-
looking the sea and the 
island of Sint Eustatius, 
the projected 70 pool 
villas will enjoy an 
unspoiled environment 
with a glorious feeling 
of being isolated from 
civilization and amid 
nature. 

The Cabrits Resort 
Kempinski, Dominica 
is on track for com-
pletion in the second 

quarter of 2019, and 
has recruited a general 
manager for the hotel. 
The Black Bay Master 
Development in Saint 
Lucia will be located 
on the picturesque 
southern tip of the is-
land, on the Caribbean 
southwest coast.

Range Developments 
is an international 
property developer 
focusing on high-end 
hotel resorts in the 
eastern Caribbean that 
are well-designed, sus-
tainable and desirable. 

The Park Hyatt St 
Kitts, which opened on 
November 17, 2017, 
topped a list of best new 
hotels in the Caribbean 
according to CNN. 

The recently launched 
Six Senses St. Kitts 
will be set on the site 
of a former sugar plan-
tation with gentle hills 

rolling down to a long 
stretch of sandy beach 
fronting the Caribbean 
Sea, and is due to open 
in 2021. 

Range has two other cit-
izenship-by-investment 
projects under devel-
opment in the region, 
The Black Bay Master 
Development in Saint 
Lucia and The Cabrits 
Resort Kempinski in 
Dominica, the first 
government approved 
real estate project in 
Dominica under the 
country’s Citizenship 
by Investment Program. 

A minimum investment 
of US$ 220,000 in the 
project will entitle in-
vestors and their fami-
lies to a citizenship of 
the Commonwealth 
of Dominica. It is the 
most advanced of any 
government-approved 
project on the island.
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A Son Goes to Jail So His Mom 
Won’t be Locked-Up, Too

By Monique Washington

Glenville Fahie will be 
spending the next three 
years in prison after he 
changed his not guilty 
plea to guilty in order to 
spare his tearful mother 
Marcia Fahie from be-
ing sent to prison 

The mother, son duo 
was charged with larce-
ny and the lesser charge 
of receiving stolen 
goods on February 18 . 

The items that they 
were accused of steal-
ing or receiving were 32 
3x6 greenheart lumber 
that were valued at EC 
$6,524 which belonged 
to Mohen Harriar  and 
Collene Harriar. The 
duo were not repre-
sented and pleaded not 
guilty to the charges.

On Tuesday the Police 
Prosecution headed 
by Inspector Eurita- 
Collins Percival brought 
forward fi ve witness-
es.  The owner of the 
lumber Collene Harriar 
testifi ed that she and her 
husband are currently 
constructing their home 
in Long Point. 

The couple traveled to 
Guyana to purchase dif-
ferent types of lumber 
which are not sold in the 
Federation. Thirty –two 
pieces of Green heart 
lumber amongst other 
lumbers purchased. 

Harriar’s contractor 
also testifi ed that after 
the lumber arrived at 
the construction site 
one morning and  the 
following morning 
(January 27)all 32 piec-
es of the Green heart 
lumber were missing. 
The owner and the po-
lice were then alerted.

On February 18 offi cer 
Jasper Carty executed 
a search warrant on 
the property of Marcia 
Fahie for stolen tiles, 
windows, doors, ply-
wood and lumber . On 

her property, a wood-
en  house was under 
construction. 

The duo  were asked 
to produce receipts for 
the building material 
but they were unable to 
produce proof of pur-
chase. The offi cer then 
informed them that they 
will have to disassem-
ble the house to retrieve 
what they believed are 
stolen materials. 

Upon disassembling 
the house, Green heart 
wood was found un-
der the fl ooring of the 
house, cut into smaller 
pieces as support for the 
fl ooring .
On February 20, Harriar 
was called to the 
Charlestown Police sta-
tion by offi cer Randolph 
Diamond to identify 
lumber they found.

Both mother and son 
were later charged 
and remanded to Her 
Majesty’s Prison for 
three weeks before they 
were bailed.

After the Prosecution 
rested its case both 

mother and son testi-
fi ed in their defences. 
Marcia told the court 
that she knew nothing 
about the stolen lumber. 
She told the court that 
she purchased a num-
ber of lumbers from 
a construction site in 
Charlestown and other 
materials she purchased 
from TDC on VAT day.

Glenville gave a 45 
minute long testimony. 
He told they court that 
he wanted to help his 
mother repair her home 
but a contractor advised 
to build a new home. 
Glenville said that  de-
cided to help his un-
employed mother. He 
said that Marlon James 
offered to sell him some 
lumber for EC$3,000. 

He said that he paid 
James half of the money 
and the lumber was 
delivered. He told the 
court he didn’t know 
how James brought the 
lumber to his mother’s 
property. 

In March James’ 
body was found in the 
Hamilton’s hill with ap-
parent gunshot wounds 

and 90 percent of the 
body was burnt. Fahie 
said that he did not see 
when the lumber was 
placed in the fl ooring 
and he had no idea that 
the lumber was stolen.

After both sided rested 
the Magistrate Yasmine 
Clarke found the duo 
guilty of receiving and 
was prepared to send 
both to prison from 
three years.

Marcia begged the court 
to give her a chance to 
continue raising her 10 
year old son. She cried 
and pleaded to the court 
not to send her to jail but 
in response Magistrate 
Clarke told her “it is 
your son that is sending 
you to jail.”

“This is what you called 
getting caught red 

handed. Why you put 
your mother through 
this? Why are you al-
lowing your mother to 
go to prison?” Clarke 
questioned Glenville.

Marcia begged her son 
to come clean and spare 
her a jail sentence. 
Clarke gave  Glenville 
an opportunity to 
change his plea. After 
deliberations with his 
mother, the charge was 
read over to him and 
he pleaded guilty to 
receiving. 

Magistrate Clarke sen-
tenced Glenville to 
three years in prison and 
found Marcia guilty on 
the charge of receiving 
and cautioned her.

But the duo’s prob-
lems are not over. The 
pair has other larceny/

receiving charges to an-
swer in upcoming cases. 
Then there’s the more 
serious unsolved mat-
ter of James’ murder. Is 
there a connection to the 
wood theft?

High Court matters

The Nevis Supreme 
Court April criminal 
trials will close today. 
The case involving 
Keon Moore who was 
charged with wound-
ing with intent, one 
rape case and  Reece 
Walters murder case 
has once again been tra-
versed to the November 
Trials. Convicted 
Delano Browne, Allen 
Braoadbelt and Evrol 
Daniel will all be sen-
tenced today.
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A Windrush 
apology; 
a rushed 

acceptance
Imagine the full strength of a government as a cannon, and the issue of illegal 
migration as a pesky mosquito.  Imagine that cannon shooting at that mosqui-
to, landed on a wall, and imagine the damage that would be done to that wall.  
This is the analogy that comes to mind with Britain and the Windrush scandal.

The Windrush situation started in June 1948 when 482 persons landed at 
Essex, England, essentially on the invitation of the Motherland.  Many of the 
passengers, immigrants really, came from the Caribbean and some of them 
had done active war service for the British Empire, and were answering the 
call to arms once more.  They came to rebuild England. They did so, hand-
somely.  Britain is what it is today because of immigrant  labour and offshore 
wealth.

Seventy years later, Britain wants to throw them out, and has been stealthily 
doing so.  Now that it has come to light, the May Government, the one that 
intensified the programme of “deprivation and deportation”, has apologized 
for its actions and established a compensation fund.  In fact, it was the same 
May, as the line Minister, who created the enabling environment that has led 
to this scandal.

We believe that the foundation for the current crisis was articulated many 
years ago by another Conservative parliamentarian, Enoch Powell, in his in-
famous Rivers of Blood speech.  He saw “national danger” emanating from 
the immigration of Commonwealth nationals, and promoted a three-pronged 
solution to the problem: curb the rate of incoming persons, repatriate existing 
immigrants and removal of “privileges” to the vulnerable immigrants.   He 
made exception for brainy people like doctors.

In that same speech by Powell, reference is made to immigrants who came to 
get married. To this day, discrimination exists with marriage rights. A British 
woman cannot offer a pathway to citizenship for her husband the same way 
that a British man can offer to his wife. All the woman can offer her spouse 
is the right of abode, and having abided for 5 years, can claim citizenship 
through residency.

Our governments seemed to have accepted the apology of PM May as given.  
That is a great pity as there is one other egregious matter that should have 
been included, that of the freezing of pensions.  Except for citizens of two 
CARICOM nations, the pensions of persons who repatriate are frozen in time 
based on the prevailing rate at the time of repatriation. They do not benefit 
from any adjustments given to their counterparts who stay in Britain.  Thus, 
as the cost of living increases in their new home countries, as the sterling falls 
and as medical and other demands increase with age and ailments, many of 
these pensioners edge closer and closer to poverty.

It would be interesting to compare the treatment of the Windrush generation 
with the generation of people who migrated to the UK under the European 
Union agreement. It would also be interesting to see the end results of the 
Brexit negotiations as it relates to immigration.

Could it be that any of these Windrush generations have helped save London 
Bridge from falling down? Perhaps.  The last bridge was repaired and re-
opened in 1973, well after the first Windrush passengers arrived.   The 
Windrush generation now has a bridge to British Citizenship that did not exist 
before.
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NIA launches new website

By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Island 
Administration, NIA  has 
launched its new and im-
proved website  that will 
make the government’s infor-
mation more accessible and 
usable.

The Nia.gov.kn is now full in-
teractive website. It features a 

full list of government minis-
ters, juniors ministers, perma-
nent secretaries and directors  
placed on the site along with 
their contact information. 

Policies and rules can also 
be found on the site. The site 
will now allow persons wish-
ing to renew or apply for cer-
tain permits to do it online.

Junior Minister of Information 

Technology Troy Liburd 
commended the Director 
and staff of the Information 
Technology department. “It’s 
my hope is that the general 
public will see this as an op-
portunity and would take 
every advantage of the new 
website and all that it has to 
offer,” Liburd said.  

On April 24  the Nevis 
Freedom of Information 

Ordinance, 2018 was read 
for the fi rst time. This ordi-
nance will give members of 
the public a general right of 
access to offi cial documents 
of public authorities subject 
to limited exceptions and for 
matters thereto. 

According Premier Mark 
Brantley “the launch of our 
website pushes the freedom 
of information agenda. It ad-
vances the government’s prod 
closure culture. With this new 
website all Nevisians will re-
ceive maximum practical ac-
cess to public information.” 

Brantley said that the new 
website will help persons to 
understand that government 
is “much bigger” than its par-
liamentarians and its bureau-
crats. Continuing he said that 
the site will have the abil-
ity to draw persons closer to 
government  and make them 
more intimate with the gov-
ernment’s policies , projects 
rules, and regulations. 

“The launch of this website 
also means that the govern-
ment’s information will be 
retained and proactively be 

made available in expectation 
to the public’s demands,” he 
said.

He said that the launch of the 
site signifi es and gives cre-
dence to the idea that the NIA 
has embraced the information 
revolution and is advancing 
in the culture of disclosure of 
information. He added that 
it  will now make govern-
ments information more ac-
cessible and more usable.

Brantley said that this 
Government will get rid of 
the “phobia” of “exposing 
ourselves to unwarranted 
criticism and unwanted 
scrutiny” and will allow per-
sons to have the right public 
information.

“The launch of this website 
is to be geared towards open 
transparent government and 
to improve the way as we 
as a government operates. It 
marks a giant step in the gov-
ernment’s effort to promote 
both effi ciency and transpar-
ency,” Brantley said. 

Hector Withdraws Election Petition
By Monique Washington 

Just days before the 
election petition hear-
ing goes before the 
Supreme Court the 
Nevis Reformation 
Party’s member Robelto 
Hector has applied to 
have his the petition 
withdrawn.

Hector confi rmed this to 
the Observer and noted 
that there were a num-
ber of reasons but chose 
not to disclose them. 
When asked if cost was 
one of the reasons he 
said that he could not 
determine that because 
the cost of an election 
petition varies.  

He pointed out the most 
recent election petition 
between Lindsey Grant 
and Rupert Herbert et 
al. Grant lost his case 
on appeal and was or-
dered to pay more than 

EC$750,000.00.Then 
here was the  CCM 
2011 petition which ran 
millions of dollars in 
lawyers fees. 

On January 12, Hector 
fi led a petition at the 
High Court in Nevis 
against Spencer Brand, 
(CCM Candidate) Elvin 
Bailey, (Supervisor 
of Elections) ,Calvin 
Fahie, (Registration 
Offi cer for the District 
of St. Paul) and the 
Attorney General of St. 
Christopher and Nevis. 

The petition followed 
the outcome of the 
December 18 2017 
Nevis Island Assembly 
election. Hector lost his 
seat after 12 years in 
District one St. Pauls by 
11 votes (585 to 596) to 
the Concerned Citizens 
Movement candidate 
Spencer Brand.

In a statement following 

the election,  Hector 
said that the persons 
who are responsible for 
the administration of the 
electoral system appear 
to  “lack the necessary 
probity, honesty and in-
tegrity” that is required 
to ensure that elections 
are free and fair and 

democratic.

Hector, at that 
point  called for the sup-
port of Nevisians during 
his petition and pointed 
out the court venture 
is an expensive one. 
“These election peti-
tions are very expensive 

and burdensome under-
takings. The NRP has 
just fought an election 
with meagre resources.” 
amidst this Hector en-
sured his continuous 
fi ght as “justice will 
prevail.”

The National Assembly 

Election Petition Rules 
SRO 4 of 2004 section 
13 allows persons to 
make an application  to 
withdraw their petition 
however the court can 
accept or deny such 
request.
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Zareef Dias takes 
Paris trip

By Monique Washington 

Zareef Dias has won 
the Alliance Française 
French singing competi-
tion, claiming  the grand 
prize of a seven day all-
inclusive  trip for two  to 
Paris, France.

Dias out  sang his 
13  competitors on 
Saturday evening with 
his rendition Ces Soirées-
là ( Oh what a night). 
Though the song was 
in French,  people  in 
the audience joined in 
singing the very popular 
song. 

 Turquoisa Henry and 
Terron Webb captured 
fi rst runner up and second 
runner up. Both Henry 
and Webb received 
French perfumes, a trip 
on the scenic railway and 
free French lessons at the 
Alliance Française.

The students were 
judged on lyrics, rhythm, 

pronunciation of the lyr-
ics in French, the diffi -
culty of the song and the 
performances.

The Alliance Française 
is geared to transmit-
ting the French language 
and culture by means of 
teaching (the oral and 
written language, profes-
sional French, literature. 
organization of cultural 
and social activities, ex-
changes and encounters 
with cultural groups from 
around the world.

More than  two hundred 
supporters attended the 
competition on Saturday 
(April 28) evening at the 
Sandy Point Community 
Center.  Baguettes and 
cheese as well  local 
beverages were served 
and souvenir bags were 
handed out. 

The competition , offi -
cially launched in March, 
invited Federation, high 
school students to sing 
one of 30 pre-selected 

French songs. More 
than 30 students entered 
which led to pre-selec-
tions for the competition. 
On April  15, 15 fi nalist 
were  selected. 

The other competi-
tors were Turquoise 
Henry, Amadi Bryon- 
Hendrickson, Ayahna 
Herbert, Danecia Henry, 
Sesean Newman, 
Jutambein Kelly, Terron 
Webb, Naja Huggins, 
Rebecca Volberg, 
Abyssinia Agosto, 
Kimberly Samaroo, 
Kelcy Edwards and 
Kiarah Boddie.

Marine Moncaut 
Director of the Alliance 
Française hinted  she 
would like the competi-
tion to be annual event 
with the support of the 
sponsors. She said that 
she was very impressed 
with the turn out and also 
the participation. Gold 
sponsor for the competi-
tion was Scotibank.
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Govt. Still Opposes Land for Debt 
Swap, Claims Some Already Sold

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister the Hon. 
Dr. Timothy Harris has 
reaffirmed the govern-
ment stance against the 
2012 Land For Debt 
Swap but indicated 
when they took office 
some of the lands had 
already been sold.
In 2012 the government 
led by former Prime 
Minister Dr. Denzil 
Douglas, passed the St. 
Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 
National Bank (Vesting 
in Certain Lands) Act. 
The legislation effec-
tively transferred more 
than 1200 acres of gov-
ernment land that had 
been held as collateral, 
over to the bank in order 
to wipe away $900mil-
lion of the government’s 
debt with the Bank.
Prime Minister Harris, 
then a senior Cabinet 
Minister in Douglas’ 
administration, spoke 
out against it during 
the bill’s debate. So too 
did then Deputy Prime 
Minister Sam Condor. 
Both subsequently 
broke from the Labour 
to join forces with the 
opposition to form the 
coalition Team Unity. 

Members of the Unity 
Government from all 

three parties decried the 
loss of crown land and 
its repeal was one of 
their major campaign 
promises.

According to the Prime 
Minister when his ad-
ministration took over 
the reins of government 
a deal had already been 
in place with some of 
the lands.
Dr. Harris explained, 
“When we got in of-
fice it was already put 
together. The last gov-
ernment signed  legal 
and binding contracts 
with respects to the 
Social Security for the 
sale of land to Windsor 

University.”
He said the particular 
contracts made the gov-
ernment legally bound 
to honour them, which 
it has done. “One of the 
issues we had raised 
was that an option was 
the Social Security 
holding those lands but 
it was never accepted 
by the former adminis-
tration. Social Security 
belongs to the people so 
we could offer no valid 
protest.

“That was  one of our 
options that the gov-
ernment had vested 
the lands to the Social 
Security and that would 

have been better for 
the people. The sale to 
Social Security we did, 
but was legally prohib-
ited from doing any-
thing pertaining to that, 
“ Dr. Harris noted.
The Prime Minister 
disclosed however, that 
any sale of land that has 
occurred is as a result 
of binding legal ar-
rangements made by the 
former administration 
which they followed 
through on based on le-
gal advice.
He also indicated that 
his government was 
able to save hundreds of 
acres of land in LaVallee 
from being sold under 
the same programme. 
”The government then 
had made commit-
ments with respect to 
LaVallee and when we 
came in we said no, we 
will not have all that 
500 acres of land that 
the government had 
put as part of the Land 
for Debt swap. We had 
determine it would be 
prejudicial to the peo-
ple of Sandy Point and 
Fig Tree to be denied 
all that lands because 
there were not a lot of 
other options.”
Dr. Harris indicated the 
lands they were able to 
save would be made 

available for the ordi-
nary people. “It is a bad 
deal and we are going 
to review it. Part of the 
review has led to the 
fact we have been able 
to draw back from the 
50 acres committed for 
LaVallee and we have 
said we will preserve at 
least 300 for the ordi-
nary people.

He added that the 
Cabinet met and said 
that it will review ar-
rangements for the sale 
and in any event would 
not part with such a 
quantum of land.
Dr. Harris was ques-
tioned a whether they 
were still committed to 
a repeal of the bill that 
was passed in 2012 al-
lowing for the Land for 
debt swap.
“I would not put it in 
the language you have 
put it. Do we still be-
lieve the land for debt 
swap was bad, yes it 
was very bad and the 
more we know about 
it the more we become 
convinced.”
He indicated how-
ever, thought the 
Government are 
against it the economic 
implications of repeal-
ing it now will have a 
negative impact if not 

handled correctly. “A 
commitment has been 
made and if we were 
to go now and attempt 
to unravel it imme-
diately, it will create 
significant negative 
repercussions.”
He noted that such a 
move could severely 
undermine the National 
Bank which has built 
its framework around 
that deal as well as 
Social Security which 
had already spent large 
sums of money on the 
lands. 
“Our plan is to ensure 
the growth continues 
apace so that we kind 
find the monies to pay 
down the debt and 
thereby releasing more 
of the lands for other 
activities.”
Dr. Harris also said 
they won’t rush to take 
any action “Having re-
gard for the importance 
of the national bank 
and social security 
and having regard for 
the economy that had 
suffered four consecu-
tive years of negative 
growth from 2009 to 
2012 accumulatively of 
10percent...we have to 
take all of these things 
and not be hasty.”
He continued, “We will 
resolve it over time we 
have been getting ad-
vice from the IMF, we 
are in consultation with 
the bank regularly to 
see how we are going 
to deal with some of the 
issues.”
He indicated that the 
issue will be managed 
delicately. “We have 
created healthy buf-
fers all those surpluses 
we have had year after 
year we now have a 
little cushion we could 
pay on the land for debt 
swap.”
He also disclosed that 
there were other com-
mitments that did not 
materialize.
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PM Against Marijuana Legalisation 
says he wants to learn more

Dr. Harris said that what 
is accepted elsewhere 
may not be suited for 
the society in St. Kitts 
and Nevis referencing 
the easing of the mari-
juana laws around the 
world

“You must wonder and 
when you hear people 
begin to talk about ‘le-
galizing de ting man, 
free up de herb’, you 
have to wonder what 
will become of our 
society. It is not every-
thing that is done else-
where will be suited for 
our own country and 
society.”

He admitted however 
that a time for legaliza-
tion may come but now 
is not that time. “Is the 
time now? We have to 
examine all these things 
because these are part of 
the challenges that our 
young people are facing 
in primary school where 
people are making them 
sellers of drugs.

He continued, “That is 
what is happening and 
in their homes, their 
mothers and fathers 
are smoking it in their 
homes, they have guns 
and we know it and we 
keep silent about it un-
til some young person 
dies and then we have 
the tears, tears that we 
need not have allowed 
to come to the fore.”

A National Marijuana 
Commission was in 

2017 set up by Dr. 
Harris to facilitate na-
tional engagement on 
the issues surround-
ing the production and 
use of marijuana in St 
Kitts and Nevis as well 
as explore the ben-
efits of legalization. The 
Commission headed by 
Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Hazel Laws has 
been host public town 
hall meetings around 
the Federation.

 Speaking to the issue 
in Parliament Thursday 
Dr Harris indicated that 
the work of the commis-
sion presents a unique 
opportunity for persons 
with an interest in the 
matter to hear and to be 
heard.

“Part of the mandate 
of the commission in 
to bring information 
to the public regarding 
the particular matter. 
I encourage all with a 
view to let their views 
be heard including can-
nabis users and non-
users and any entity 
with a curiosity.” Dr. 
Harris also noted that he 
is interested in learning 
more on Marijuana.

“I have been heeding 
my own advice to speak 
on the matter, but let me 
make it absolutely clear 
that I want to learn more 
about the topic like all 
of us. All of us want to 
understand not only the 
prevalence of marijuana 
use, demographics and 

sociological causes of 
its use and its implica-
tions of the individual 
and wider societal level 
of Marijuana use and 
abuse.

He continued, “I am 
keen to, to see the ar-
guments regarding the 
potential economic 
benefits of its cultiva-
tion and trade. Will it 
be a viable export and it 
what form in its primary 
or process form, where 

will be the markets and 
how do we get around 
the UN’s prohibition 
of it as a dangerous 
substance.”

The Prime Minister also 
acknowledged that it is 
a big and sensitive topic 
in the Federation. “None 
of us have a monopoly 
on the views on it, but 
each of us may have a 
view and I encourage all 
us to express our views 
on it. Even as I share 

my view I still continue 
to have an open mind 
with respect to what al-
ternative thoughts and 
expression may be.”

He however called that 
the smoking of it not be 
forced on children. “I 
feel passionately though 
that habit of marijuana 
smoking ought not to 
be forced on children. 
I have expressed this as 
recent as the other day 
at the opening of the 

forensic lab.

“I feel it is wrong that 
some of our school 
children a being used 
to trade in the use of 
the illicit substance. I 
am concerned about it 
and I condemn it. Many 
research studies have 
underscored the adverse 
effects of smoking mar-
ijuana on the young and 
developing brain.”
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Premier Calls on Citizens to  Fight Crime
By Monique Washington 

The Premier of Nevis  
Mark Brantley has 
called on citizens to play 
an active role in fighting 
crime and he pointed 
out that the police and 
government cannot do it 
by themselves.

The Premier spoke to 
the media Monday ( 

April 30) during his 
monthly press confer-
ence and commented on 
the  on the 17 year old 
male who was charged 
in connection with the 
armed robbery that took 
place at Mem’s Pizzeria 
last  Wednesday 
evening. 
The police caught 
the  juvenile with items 
believed to be those 

stolen from customers 
at the pizzeria.

“I was very disheartened 
when I heard that some 
people had gone in there 
(the Pizzeria) and tried 
to rob her (Bernadette 
Mem’s Wallace),”  
Brantley said. 

“I continue to encour-
age our people to do 
what is right because 

I continue to say that I 
don’t want anybody to 
call me when their chil-
dren get themselves into 
problems. 

“Doing what is right 
starts at home and if a 
17 year old is taking up 
a firearm to go and rob 
then you have to won-
der what is happening to 
that 17 year old at home. 
I don’t know who the 17 

year old is. I know it is 
not one of my children,” 
he said.

Brantley said that crime 
in the Federation has 
been labelled a “gov-
ernment problem” that 
is far from the truth.

“Everyone seems to feel 
that it is a government 
problem. Everyone 
say, Premier it is your 
problem, or the govern-
ment’s or the Ministers. 
So what about the par-
ents? What about their 
communities? Do you 
think that some of these 
parents and some of the 
family members don’t 
know that these young-
sters have firearms in 
their homes?”

Brantley called on par-
ents to more vigilant to 
antisocial behaviours 
that their children might 
be displaying.
“We have in our society 
it appears some people 
who feel that they must 
do what they want, they 
must get what they want 
and they don’t care who 
it costs.

“They will sit down 
all day and watch you 
go to work, work hard 
and they feel as if their 
role is to come and take 
from you that which 

you have worked for.  
“When they come home 
with cell phones and 
fancy gadgets that cost 
thousands of dollars and 
they are not working 
anywhere are the par-
ents doing what they are 
suppose to be doing?,” 
he said. 

He said that there has to 
be a role for  the com-
munity.” It can’t just 
be the police and the 
government. Police of-
ficers are human to they 
have their families too, 
they have to rest, they 
get sick .So if the police 
man or woman was not 
on the scene and you 
were on the scene then 
you should say some-
thing,” he said.
Brantley said that the 
Federal Government as 
well as the Nevis Island 
Administration  have 
invested in a num-
ber of thing to help in 
crimes prevention and 
crime fighting such 
as Close Circuit TV, a 
new  Forensic lab in St. 
Kitts, police training 
and also plans to hire a 
young lawyer to assist 
the Direction of Public 
Prosecution. 

“Police, Government 
and citizens have to do 
their part in fighting 
crime,” he said. 
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Oral Rawlins

Now residing in Brown Hill Village of St 
John’s Parish, Nevis do hereby give you 
notice 

That it is my intention to apply on 16th 
Day of May 2018 next to the District 
Magistrate 

At Charlestown for a Liquor Licence in 
respect of my 

Premises in Brown Hill  in St John’s Parish, 
Nevis

Dated this 14th day of March 2018.

Signed: Oral Rawlins

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Avinash Bhagwandeen

Now residing in Craddock Road Street in 
the town or village

Village of Craddock Road do hereby give 
you notice

That it is my intention to apply on  30th

Day of April  2018  next to District 
Magistrate

At Charlestown  for a Retail  Licence in 
respect of my 

Premises in  Craddock Road Street in 
Craddock Road

Dated this 30th day of April  2018

Signed: A Bhagwanden

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Freddie Hanley

Now residing in Upper Grove Park Road 
Street in the town or village of Charlestown 
do hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on Fourth 
Day of April  2018 next to the District 
Magistrate 

At Charlestown for a  Liquor Licence in 
respect of my 

Premises in Upper Grove Park Road Street 
in St Charlestown

Dated this Fourth day of April  2018.

Signed: Freddie Hanley

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Guilleimina Rodriquez Morillo

Now residing in Craddock Road Street in 
the town or Village of............................. do 
hereby give you notice

That it is my intention to apply on 8th

Day of May 2018 next to the District 
Magistrate

At Charlestown  for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 

Premises in Cherry Garden i

Dated this 24th day of November 2017.

Signed: Guilleimina Rodriguez Morillo

Vacancy

Diamond Eye Cream 
Shop is looking for 
One Shop Assistant 
Call: 663-4914

Vacancy

Miguels Hair Salon 
& Barber Shop needs 
One Hairdresser

Vacancy

Judith Catering / 
Tastation Needs 
One Caterer

Vacancy

Roy Construction 
Two Mason Helper

Contact: 667 -6077

Vacancy

Champion Bar

Mixologist

Telephone: 6658162

Police officer killed in Dieppe 
bay; PM condemns the killing

By Loshaun Dixon 

A police officer of the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
was shot and killed last 
evening in Dieppe Bay, 
an incident that has 
distressed Parliament 
so much a moment of 
silence was called at 
Thursday’s sitting.

Police are currently in-
vestigating the circum-
stances surrounding the 
discovery of the lifeless 
body this morning of 37 
year old Sgt. Dwight 
Davis who they believe 
was tragically shot and 
killed last evening.

According to Police of-
ficials the officer’s body 
bore bullet wounds. No 
word was given about 
any suspect or suspects 
being sought.

Speaking on the mat-
ter Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security the Hon. Dr. 
Timothy Harris con-
demned the officers 
killing. He extended 

condolences on behalf 
of the government and 
people of the police 
force to the family and 
loved ones. “I met with 
the family members this 
morning and I also met 
with senior officers of 
Police force who are ac-
tively engaged with the 
matter as speak.”

PM Harris hailed the 
fallen officers for his 
service given to the 

police force. “SGT. 
Davis gave valiant ser-
vice to St. Kitts and 
Nevis working his way 
through the ranks of the 
Police Force which be-
stowed upon him a pro-
motion on June 1 2016. 

“He enlisted in the 
force sometime around 
October, 5 1998 
this would mean he 
would have served for 
nearly 20 years,” Dr. 

Harris said. The Prime 
Minister indicated that 
the police are seeking 
to bring the perpetrators 
of this crime to justice. 
“As the nation grieves 
regarding his passing 
the resources atten-
tion and priority of the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
are focused at this time 
on investigating the cir-
cumstances that led to 
SGT. Davis’ untimely 

demise and brining to 
justice the person or 
persons who might be 
responsible.”

He added that the gov-
ernment stands fully be-
hind the security forces. 
“I want to use the occa-
sion to reaffirm the gov-
ernment’s commitment 
supporting our brave 
and dedicated security 
forces as they endeav-
our to defend the safety 
and security of our great 
country. I encourage all 
of us to show support to 
our security forces by 
providing any informa-
tion deemed useful or 
relevant in clarifying 
the circumstances sur-
rounding the death of 
SGT. Davis.”

He noted that the 
death of SGT. Davis 
is a reminder that se-
curity forces face tre-
mendous risk in their 
performance of their 
important duty of law 
enforcement. “Less we 
forget the significant 
contributions that they 
all make in maintain-
ing law and order. I 

take this opportunity to 
commend our security 
forces and to encourage 
them to uphold under 
the strain of the death of 
one of their own.”

He added that he visited 
the family and met with 
his children and their 
mother.

 The Prime Minister 
added that he knew 
the fallen officer as 
Davis worked in his 
Constituency for some 
time. “SGT Davis was 
known to me and in fact 
worked at Tabernacle 
District from all that I 
would have seen and 
heard he was a man who 
liked what he was doing 
and liked being part of 
Law enforcement. I am 
assured that the police 
high command will put 
all requisite resources 
that are necessary into 
this investigation.”

The Parliament also 
observed a moment of 
silence in his honour as 
Davis also served in the 
National Assembly as a 
Sargent of Arms
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Bad Press, 
Bad Karma, 

Bad Business: 
Cambridge 

Analytica Goes Bust
London- Cambridge 
Analytica, the embattled 
data firm that worked on 
Donald Trump’s 2016 
presidential campaign, 
and whose parent firm 
SCL  helped Dr. Densil 
Douglas win the 2010 
Federation election,  an-
nounced it is shutting 
down operations.
“The Company is im-
mediately ceasing all 
operations,” it said in a 
statement Wednesday, 
announcing bankruptcy 
proceedings would soon 
begin.

The company has come 
under fire over allega-
tions it misused the per-
sonal Facebook data of 
millions. 

The company has like-
wise struggled with the 
fallout of undercover 
recordings by Channel 
4 News in the UK that 
showed executives at 
the firm discussing 
Cambridge Analytica’s 
efforts on behalf of the 
Trump campaign and 
the lengths to which 
they said they would 
be willing to go for 
prospective clients, 
including then-CEO 
Alexander Nix suggest-
ing they would “send 
some girls around” in 
order to obtain com-
promising material on a 
hypothetical candidate.

According to the 
“Times of London” 
SCL worked on the 
successful 2010 cam-
paign of the incumbent 
Prime Minister Douglas 
against opposition 
leader Lindsay Grant’s 
election bid. As part of 
SCL’s efforts to win the 
race for Douglas, the 

firm reportedly mounted 
a sting operation against 
Grant at a Marriott ho-
tel, where he was caught 
on video agreeing to sell 
land to a British buyer 
under market value in 
exchange for a $1.7 
million donation to his 
campaign.

That video was shared 
widely online days 
before the election on 
YouTube, including 
over one channel the 
Times reports was run 
by SCL called “inves-
tigativerep1965.” That 
account is still active 
and contains just one 
video: the sting against 
Grant.

Cambridge Analytica 
said in a statement in 
March it was suspend-
ing Nix and has denied 
it misused Facebook 
data for the Trump 
campaign.

In its statement on 
Wednesday, the compa-
ny stood by its actions, 
saying it maintains “un-
wavering confidence 

that its employees have 
acted ethically and law-
fully,” but that “the siege 
of media coverage” had 
driven away its custom-
ers and suppliers. 

“As a result, it has 
been determined that 
it is no longer viable 
to continue operating 
the business, which left 
Cambridge Analytica 
with no realistic alter-
native to placing the 
Company into adminis-
tration,” the statement 
read.

Controversy around 
Cambridge Analytica’s 
alleged misuse of 
Facebook data raised a 
host of new questions 
about the social media 
giant’s role in the public 
discourse and elections, 
and helped prompt 
renewed scrutiny in 
Washington, where last 
month Facebook CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg tes-
tified before commit-
tees in both houses of 
Congress.

New British Law May 
Cripple  Caribbean 

Tax Heavens
British Prime Minister Theresa 
May was forced today to open up 
tax havens accused of sheltering 
“dirty money” to avoid a landmark 
Commons defeat.
In a major victory for campaigners, 
the Prime Minister accepted a plea by 
Labour, SNP, Lib Dem and 21 Tory 
MPs who were prepared to defy her 
government.
Their Commons amendment will 
force British overseas territories, like 
the British Virgin Islands and Cayman 
Islands, to set up ‘registers of benefi-
cial ownership’ by the end of 2020.
This will weaken island paradises’ 
secrecy laws making it easier to see 
who owns what.
Foreign Office Minister Sir Alan 
Duncan said the Theresa May gov-
ernment had not wanted to damage 
the overseas territories’ autonomy by 
legislating directly.

“We’ve listened to the strength of 
feeling in the House on this issue and 
accept that it is without a doubt the 
majority view of this House that the 
overseas territories should have pub-
lic registers,” he added.

Sir Allan said that the government 
would “respect the will of the House” 
and not vote against the amendment 
put forward by Conservative MP 
Andrew Mitchell and Labour’s Dame 
Margaret Hodge.
The amendment would require the 
UK government to take steps to pro-
vide that British Overseas Territories 
establish publicly accessible reg-
isters of the beneficial ownership 
of companies. It does not include 
Britain’s crown dependencies, Jersey, 
Guernsey and the Isle of Man.
In a statement prior to the debate, the 
15-member CARICOM grouping, 
said while it recognises that global 
security and financial crime are in-
creasingly intertwined it supports the 
work of the Financial Action Task 
Force(FATF) and its regional bod-
ies in developing international Anti-
Money Laundering/Combating the 
Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT) 
standards to combat money launder-
ing and terrorist financing.
CARICOM said the Sanctions and 
Anti-Money Laundering Bill will have 
an effect on the financial services of 

the overseas countries and territories 
including Anguilla, Bermuda, British 
Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands and 
Turks & Caicos Islands.
The sub-regional organisation of 
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) had 
also put forward a similar argument 
and earlier on Tuesday, the British 
Virgin Islands (BVI) government ap-
pealed to United Kingdom legislators 
to re-think their positions regarding 
the new legislation that could serious-
ly affect the future socio-economic 
development of the British Overseas 
Territory (BOT).

BVI chief diplomat Benito Wheatley 
said the United Kingdom’s cur-
rent and future relationship with the 
Overseas Territories (OTs) “should be 
based on mutual respect and prosper-
ity, particularly as Britain prepares 
to leave the European Union (EU) in 
March 2019.
“The UK Parliament will decide 
on whether it wants the Overseas 
Territories as economic partners or fi-
nancial liabilities to the UK Treasury 
going forward. Choosing to arbitrari-
ly damage the economies of the OT 
Financial Centres that are well run 
jurisdictions would be a mistake. The 
territories should be seen as economic 
assets to the UK that will help to keep 
Britain competitive after Brexit,” 
Wheatley said.

But political observers said that the 
British government had little choice 
but to agree to the amendment aimed 
at increasing transparency in offshore 
tax havens.
They said that the government faced 
a possible defeat in the Parliament 
with no Conservative majority in the 
House of Commons and the fact that 
19 government legislators had backed 
the amendment on company owner-
ship registers.

The government has also agreed to a 
new laws to sanction people suspect-
ed of gross human rights abuses.
Labour MP Dame Margaret Hodge 
said the move was “a remarkable, 
important and really world-changing 
measure in relation to the fight against 
corruption, while Mitchell said “the 
overseas territories share our free-
dom. “They travel under our flag, and 
they should also share our values,” he 
added.
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Police  to be 
Assisted by New  

Forensics lab
By Loshaun Dixon

Police in St. Kitts and Nevis will get 
help in their crime fighting efforts 
with the opening of a new forensic 
laboratory in the Federation.

Prime Minister and Minister of 
National Security, the Hon. Dr. 
Timothy Harris officially opened the 
Laboratory last week, the sixth of 
its kind in the world. It’s located at 
Tabernacle.

Speaking at the ceremony Deputy 
Commissioner of Police Hilroy 
Brandy indicated  the new facility 
will play a significant role in the daily 
task for the police. “We know that 
each crime scene is unique and each 
case presents its own challenges but 
with the resources available at this 
lab, the Force will be able to process 
and analyse the crime scene findings 
more effectively leading to greater 
conviction supported by solid indis-
putable evidence, “ he said.
He added, “An effective forensic ana-
lyst can reduce the over-reliance of 
sometimes frightened witnesses and 

reeling communities.”

Brandy implored the staff at the new 
lab to have the highest integrity in 
carrying out their tasks. “To the em-
ployees of this new lab, I remind 
each of you of the oath that you have 
taken, the need for honesty, integrity, 
and transparency in the execution of 
your duties as analysts.”

The Deputy Police Commissioner 
cautioned the technicians that great 
responsibility has been placed on 
them from the rest of the police 
force. “It is to you indeed, not only 
the federal government, but the entire 
population will in the future be asking 
where is the crime lab? What is it do-
ing to fight against crime?
“It is therefore important for you to 
ensure that more will be expected of 
you. There will be times when your 
hours will become longer in your 
pursuit of finding scientific evidence 
to assist investigators to come to a 
speedy and concrete conclusion.”

PM Harris noted that the facility was 
part of the government’s effort to re-
duce criminality in the Federation. 

“In 2017 we disbursed EC$72 million 
to National Security, that was almost 
five times the allocation of EC$15.3 
million allocated in 2014, and in 2018 
we committed EC$75.5 million, the 
largest allocation ever to National 
Security. We did that because our in-
heritance was a bad one.”

Dr. Harris disclosed that upon taking 
office in 2015 the national security 
infrastructure were in poor condi-
tions with run-down police stations 
around the Federation and in suffi-
cient vehicles. 

“In order to consecrate the future, 
my government has been tackling all 
these problems and issues and more. 
The culture of silence by the public 
in respect to crime meant that alter-
native mechanisms, science and tech-
nology had to be brought into vogue 
and practice in order to restore public 

safety and security,” Dr. Harris said.
He added that the head of the forensic 
department Narace Ramnarine prom-
ised that with the proper resources 
they will make a difference. “It took 
quite a lot of money to get to where we 
are at now here. I hope Mr Ramnarine 
that you will deliver the peace divi-
dend which we are expecting.” 

Dr. Harris noted that the increasing 
criminality is something the govern-
ment must address. “This govern-
ment of which I have the privilege 
and the honour to lead recognises that 
the peace and the quiet and the prog-
ress and prosperity of the country are 
things over which we must give all 
our considered attention.”

The facility started construction in 
2017 and was built by a company 
from Trinidad and Tobago.
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Suzuki Cares
About You

Dealer Contact Details

Dear Suzuki Customer,
 
Please be aware that a small number of vehicles 

manufactured between 2005-2006 may be affected by a 
Recall Campaign.

If your Suzuki falls within the following model range, please 

contact your local Suzuki Dealer who will advise whether the 

recall is applicable to your vehicle.

� Suzuki Jimny

� Suzuki Grand Vitara

� Suzuki XL7

Please note that the local Suzuki Dealer will carry out any 

remedial action required on vehicles affected by this 
campaign – Free of Charge.

Dr. Douglas Says Govt. 
Disempowering Overseas Voters

By Loshaun Dixon

Former Prime Minister 
and Leader of the 
Opposition the Rt. Hon. 
Dr. Denzil Douglas has 
slammed the move by 
the government to have 
a residency require-
ments for voters indi-
cating the government 
is disempowering the 
overseas voter 

Dr. Douglas said  rather 
than empowering citi-
zens who are living out-
side of St. Kitts in the 
diaspora this piece of 
legislation is defi nitely 
going to disempower 
them. “It is removing 
one of their fundamen-
tal rights that this coun-
try has to offer to its 
citizens and that is the 
right to vote after being 
qualifi ed so to do.”
Douglas  explained that 
the essential clause in 
this piece of legislation 
speaks to removing the 
right to vote of those 
citizens who are living 
in the diaspora and who 
are presently voters reg-
istered to vote on the 
present voters register. 
“After this bill is passed 
they are not resident for 
six months before regis-
tration is again called or 
election is due they will 
not be allowed to reg-
ister to vote,” Douglas 
said.

He continued, “There is 
going to be as we under-
stand an enumeration 
exercise that is going 
to be conducted by the 
government.”
He claims the 
Government is not con-
fi dent of returning to 
offi ce with the current 
setup. “As far as the 
Prime Minister and the 
Attorney General are 
concerned, they are not 
certain that they can win 
on the present register 
of voters so they have 
decided on a scheme 
that they will totally 
abandon the present 

register of voters, cre-
ate a new register by 
sending enumerators to 
every single home in the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis and those who 
are qualifi ed and who 
have been resident here 
for six months.

“Only they will be al-
lowed to be enumerated 
and be allowed to be a 
part of the new regis-
ter and determine who 
would have the right to 
vote in the next elec-
tions,” Dr Douglas said.
Douglas then explained 
how the process will 
work. “For example, 
when the enumeration 
exercise takes place and 
your uncle is here visit-
ing from New York and 
he is going to be here 
for only three weeks al-
though he was already 
registered and he has 
his home here but lives 
in New York and is now 
visiting for three weeks.  
He will not be allowed 
to have his name placed 
back on the register of 
voters and thus become 
disenfranchised as a vot-
er in his own country.”
“These are the matters 
that worry us, these are 
the matters that cause the 
Opposition to not sleep 
well at night, these are 
the matters that cause the 

citizens abroad constant-
ly ringing our phones, 
sending messages to us 
saying you need to take 
up this matter because it 
is unfair and unjust.”
Dr. Douglas also noted 
that there are concerns 
in the diaspora regarding 
the matter. “It is creating 
untold confusion and an-
ger amongst some peo-
ple who believe that the 
government has abused 
them and abused them. 
Brought them home for 
the last election to vote 
for them promising them 
that they will empower 
them now instead is at-
tempting to disempower 
them and disenfranchise 
them in terms of their 
right to vote.”
He then slammed the 
government for their 
handling of the issue. 
“You can’t take people 
out of a system just like 
that. And we are say-
ing we will oppose that 
because it is dictatorial, 
there is no consultation. 
You cannot just come 
into the Parliament be-
cause you have the num-
bers to impose a bill on 
the people.”
The opposition leader 
said that they will take 
up the position and 
rights of the people who 

are overseas.

“These people contrib-
ute to the development 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 

they are not beggars 
so how can you sim-
ply diss them like that. 
It can’t be right.” Last 
week at his monthly 

press conference Prime 
Minister Dr. Harris 
indicated that his gov-
ernment is seeking 
to implement a fairer 
electoral system in the 
Federation with recent 
changes to the National 
Assembly Elections act 
and not disenfranchise 
voters as what is being 
purported.

Dr. Harris highlighted 
however, that there is 
no intention to disen-
franchise any voter. 
“For the record, this 
government does not 
discriminate against 
our citizens. The law 
is the law, for nation-
als registering and vot-
ing whether they live 
in New York or Parson 
Ground, the residency 
requirement obtains for 
all.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 04th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:20

 From the Supervisor of Elections: 
Issue No. 53. Staffi ng

We have never had scrutineers be-
fore, and I do not know whether it 
is because of refusal or apathy. But 
that is about to change now. 

By section 35 of the legislation, 
each political party is entitled to 
nominate in accordance with the 
prescribed form one person who is 
qualified as a voter for appointment 
as a scrutineer in respect of each 
polling division and the person so 

nominated shall be appointed by 
the Registration Officer for the 
constituency in which the polling 
division is situated.  

By last count, there were 72 poll-
ing divisions in the Federation, 
four political parties on recent re-
cord in St Kitts and two in Nevis. 
Thus, potentially, we can have at 
least 432 scrutineers as early as 
next month. But that is ok, the more 
eyes the better, and we have noth-
ing to hide.  However, the reality 
may be more like 144; St Kitts may 
have 100 and 44 will be on Nevis. 
(By law, st Kitts has 50 polling di-
visions  and Nevis has 22.  There 
are a greater number of polling sta-
tions, however). 

In the existing law, there seems to 
be a difference between an agent 
and a scrutineer. The agent seems 
to only come into play during an 
election to observe and – to some 
extent – manage the voting pro-
cess; and observe and verify the 
counting of votes after the poll. 
The scrutineer, by virtue of being 

in the section of the law dealing 
with registration of voters, seems 
to be more concerned with that as-
pect of the process. 

The proposed amendments to the 
legislation makes this clearer. It 
calls for enumeration and allows 
the enumerator to invite the scru-
tineer along as s/he conducts the 
house to house enquiry. The scru-
tineer must be given 24 hours-no-
tice, must acknowledge the notice, 
be quiet and still during the inter-
view of household inhabitants and 
sign off on the information sheet 
completed by the enumerator.  The 
scrutineer also has the right of ob-
jection.  The quietness and stillness 
is to ensure that no verbal or non-
verbal cues are communicated.

The scrutineer concept has been 
used effectively in places like 
Jamaica where there is a permanent 
representative within the Electoral 
Commission from the opposition 
side. That person is a staff member. 
This has served to eliminate any 
bias that may tend to creep in to 

any aspect of the process.  It also 
engenders compromise, so that any 
amendments that are taken to par-
liament already has the stamp of 
approval of both sides.   Will that 
work here? You decide.

Can a scrutineer be an agent during 
an election? Maybe.

If these scrutineers do their work 
without fear or favour, coupled 
with the enumeration exercises, 
then claims, objections and hear-
ings as we know them now may 
become a thing of the past. My 
reading of the amendment suggests 
that the objection is to be made at 
the time of enumeration and will 
be decided then and there by the 
Enumerator/Registration Officer in 
the full presence of the scrutineers.  
Such transparency!

Whatever are your thoughts about 
electoral reform, if these amend-
ments are passed, it will be a huge 
step in the right direction towards 
one man, one vote, in the right 
place and fairness for all.
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Dr. Douglas: Labour had Nothing 
To Do  with Grant Scandal

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Labour Party is denying 
that it had anything to do 
with the alleged smear-
ing of Tourism Minister 
the Hon. Lindsay Grant 
in 2010 elections by 
Strategic Communication 
Laboratories Group 
(SCL).

The Party however ad-
mitted that the company 
was employed by them 
to help with their election 
campaign.

According to reports  
SCL played a role in the 
general elections in St 
Kitts and Nevis in 2010 
that had the Labour Party 
returned to office for a 
fourth consecutive term.

British press reports 
state that SCL was em-
ployed by the St Kitts-
Nevis Labour Party to 
expose  the then leader 
of the Peoples Action 

Movement (PAM), 
Lindsay Grant.

A video during the heat 
of the campaign surfaced 
of Grant and a Caucasian 
man making a deal with 
the man offering his sup-
port to Grant in exchange 
for a cut-price land deal at 

a meeting at the Marriott 
hotel.

Reports indicate that the 
man in question was a 
contractor who was re-
portedly paid £12,000 
to pose as a property 
magnate.  According to 
the reports Grant was 

believed to have accepted 
the deal after the offer was 
increased by £150,000. 
SCL allegedly filmed the 
meeting and released the 
video.

Grant has always denied 
any wrong doing in the 
matter and even claimed 
the he knew before hand it 
was a set up. He resigned 
from the party leadership 
in 2011.

When questioned by 
reporters on the Party’s 
role in the incident leader 
of the Labour Party Dr. 
Douglas indicated that 
they did hire SCL, but 
had no role in the Lindsay 
Grant scandal. “We un-
derstand that Cambridge 
Analytica  was created 
by SCL as an operation 
organization in the United 
States Of America and 
that they participated in 
the Trump elections. SCL 
however, did work for us. 
There are some people in 
this country who want to 

use Lindsay Grant’s cor-
rupt behaviour and blame 
us.”

Dr. Douglas said that 
Grant was the only in-
dividual to blame in the 
matter. “A man (Grant) 
sat down in a room…and 
decided that he is going to 
take lands from the peo-
ple of Constituency Six, 
sell it at under-price and 
the difference will be sent 
to his private off shore ac-
count. How Douglas and 
Labour get into that?”

He then explained the 
role SCL played in their 
campaign in 2010. “We 
used SCL to help to man-
age our elections. We had 
nothing to do with that. 
SCL worked for several 
governments in the whole 
Caribbean region. In fact I 
do not know if it was SCL 
who did that, the news say 
so but I do not know if it 
was true.

Dr. Douglas continued, 

“If SCL was involved it 
had nothing to do with us. 
In fact Dr. Asim Martin  
was so concerned that 
he refused to allow that 
video to be played and 
viewed at his public rally 
during the election cam-
paign. It had nothing to do 
with us and that is a fact. 
I don’t see how anybody 
can associate us with it.”

Dr. Douglas’ Labour 
Party went on to win 
six seats in that election 
and formed a coalition 
Government with the 
Nevis Reformation Party. 
Grant on the other hand 
was not successful in at-
taining his seat in that 
election losing narrowly 
to political new comer 
Glenn Phillip of Labour.

The Political Action 
Movement  only won two 
seats in that election with 
many crediting Grants 
role in that video the rea-
son for their lack of suc-
cess at the polls.

NHCS Voice Concerns on 
Wetland Clearing 

By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Historical and 
Conservation Society has 
voiced its concerns with the 
recent clearing of a wetland 
which contained mangroves, 
bird habitats and a fish nurs-
ery in Cades Bay.

According to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations there are 
“15 mangrove sites have been 
identified in these islands. 
Eight in St. Kitts and seven 
in Nevis. Except for some 
sites, such as Friars Bay Pond 
and Greatheeds Pond in St. 
Kitts and Nisbett Settlement 
in Nevis, the majority of 
sites contain few mangroves 
species.”

It further states that some 
small clearance of mangroves 

at the Nisbett Settlement site 
in Nevis has been caused by 
land ownership disputes and 
lack of appreciation of man-
groves values by the resort 
developers.

The Observer contacted 
Nevis Housing and Land 
Development Corporation 
and confirmed that the lands 
are owned by the Corporation 
and had been cleared after a 
previous lease of the prop-
erty expired.  The Observer 
understands that lands in that 
area are designated for tour-
ism use and that there are 
plans for the site. However 
what the plans are or when 
they will start have not been 
revealed. 

Premier of Nevis and Minister 
of Tourism  Mark Brantley 
said the natural aspects to our 
island are and must continue 

to be of utmost importance to 
us all.

“My  Government recognizes 
that the flora, fauna, beaches, 
coastlines, reefs, valleys and 
mountains of Nevis are criti-
cal to the wellbeing of our 
people and our image re-
gionally and internationally. 
A pristine environment is 
also a necessary element of 
a healthier Nevis. Our island 
is marketed under the tagline 
“Nevis Naturally”. The natu-
ral aspects to our island are 
and must continue to be of 
utmost importance to us all.

The Observer contacted 
the Department of Physical 
Planning to ascertain if 
any plans were submitted 
by the Housing and Land 
Corporation and to give a 
comment of the situation  but 
was told that the Director Joel 

Williams will call back. As of 
press time the Observer re-
ceived no response..

NHCS issued a statement and 
noted that they were “both 
alarmed and saddened by the 
apparent wanton destruction 
observed at the Cades Bay 
wetland.

“Cades Bay is one of the few 
remaining wetlands. It is of 
vital importance as a man-
grove ecosystem, a fish nurs-
ery, bird habitat and serves as 
an essential coastal protec-
tion. We are disheartened that 
once again, we must bear wit-
ness that no due care or con-
sideration was given to this 
essential ecosystem during 
the land clearing process,”the 
statement read.

NHCS notes that leaving the 
wetland unrecognizable and 

stripping the it of its vital 
components was reckless. 

“We urge the relevant agen-
cies, with responsibility for 
physical planning and the 
environment to, investigate 
the issue at hand, halt further 
destruction of the Cades Bay 
wetland, seek remedial action 
against the perpetrators and 
stop and take the necessary 
steps to safeguard the rem-
nants of this wetland.”

NHCS states the increasing 
impacts of climate change 
and the wanton destruction 
of our ecosystems further 
exposes the fragility our 
environment. 

“The NHCS therefore wel-
come every effort to preserve 
biodiversity for the ben-
efit of the present and future 
generation.”
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CONT’D FROM PAGE 21

Special Olympics: St. Kitts and Nevis 
National Games rained off CONT’D

saying his ministry and the wider 
government in general appreci-
ated the time they gave. The day’s 
events were chaired by Mrs Etsu 
Bradshaw-Caines. Athletes’ Oath 
was recited by three trainees from 
Ade’s Place, while Officials’ Oath 
was read by Mr Edwin Warner.

Three events, 50 meters walk (fe-
males) and 60 meters race (males 
and females), took place follow-
ing which interment showers dis-
rupted all events and athletes were 
forced to take cover at the pavilion. 

Determined to continue when skies 
cleared, they waited, but that was 
not to be. Medals were given for the 
events that took place earlier, and in 
the afternoon they dispersed.

“I think the weather had the final 
say, the weather took the gold today 
but that is just today, we will always 
have another day,” said National 
Director for Special Olympics St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Mr Ivor Blake.

According to Mr Blake, part of the 
process was to have an opportunity 

for the athletes to showcase their 
skills and their talents, as Special 
Olympics St. Kitts and Nevis 
Board is preparing for the World 
Games in March of 2019. He noted: 
“Unfortunately we did not have that 
opportunity but we will have to re-
group and look at some other time.”

Chair of the Special Olympics St. 
Kitts and Nevis Board, Ms Clarice 
Cotton, observed that the Board will 
have to find out what to do going 
forward as the meet on Wednesday 
May 2 would have helped in the 

selections of those who would have 
attained qualifications for Special 
Olympics World Games.

“We might do something again, 
maybe one morning or one after-
noon, that will not be big staged as 
the event today,” stated Ms Cotton. 
“The World Games will be held next 
March in Abu Dhabi and the dead-
line for registration is September 
this year.”
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Special Olympics: St. Kitts and Nevis 
National Games rained off (S.T.E.P.)

Special Olympians 
who had on Wednesday 
May 2 assembled at the 
Kim Collins Stadium 
for the annual Special 
Olympics St. Kitts and 
Nevis National Games 
with the aim of attaining 
qualifying marks for the 
Special Olympics World 
Games in Abu Dhabi 
next year will have to 

wait a little longer.

The games had a co-
lourful opening cere-
mony with a contingent 
made up of person-
nel from the Defence 
Force, Police, Fire and 
Rescue Services, and 
Customs carrying the 
Olympic torch around 
the stadium. This was 

followed by a march 
past by athletes from 
the Cotton Thomas 
Comprehensive School, 
and the Cecil Browne 
Integrated School 
(CBIS) from Nevis.

There were adult 
athletes who would 
have left school also 
taking part. The 

Greenlands-based Ade’s 
Place had its largest 
team ever following an 
intervention by the gov-
ernment agency Skills 
Training Empowerment 
Programme (STEP) last 
year, when it stepped in 
to sponsor trainees at 
the institution.

Permanent Secretary 

in the Ministry of 
Education Mr Vincent 
Hodge, who was 
flanked by the Director 
of Sports Mr Anthony 
Wiltshire, and Special 
Olympic St. Kitts and 
Nevis officials, Ms 
Clarice Cotton (Board 
Chair), Mr Ivor Blake 
(National Director) and 
Ms Nadine Natta (Board 

Member) addressed the 
athletes before declar-
ing the games open.

Mr Hodge thanked vol-
unteers who had given 
up their time, talent 
and expertise to assist 
the Special Olympians, 

Police seeking absconded officer
By Loshaun Dixon

The Royal St. Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force have issued a wanted 
bulletin for officer Dijon Warner, who 
is under two investigations relating 
to the death of fellow officer Brian 
Pacquette  in 2016.

Warner is under investigation for the 
shooting death of Pacquette and the 
assault of another citizen.

According to reports, Warner and 
Pacquette were responding to calls of 
a robbery at Prickly Pear Alley when 
the Dominican born Pacquette was 
shot in the leg.

Reports indicate that when the two 
officers were trying to apprehend 
the suspect he grabbed a hold of 
Pacqutte’s fire arm and a round was 
discharged.

The suspect, whose name was given 
as Evron Williams was taken into 

custody at the Basseterre Police 
Station and later charged with at-
tempting to make use of a firearm 
with intent to prevent lawful appre-
hension of himself.

On the afternoon of Wednesday, 
June 29, 2016, the police had issued 
a release that stated, “With regards 
to the incident which took place on 

Thursday June 23rd in Basseterre, the 
matter has been referred to the Office 
of Professional Standards and the 
injured officer is presently receiving 
further medical treatment overseas. 
We want to reassure the public that 
we will follow the procedure to the 
highest standard and will keep them 
informed of any developments as 
they occur.”

It was concluded that Warner may 
have been the perpetrator, as it is 
known that only disciplinary mat-
ters involving errant members of the 
RSCNPF are referred to the Office of 
Professional Standards. 

This publication was informed how-
ever that Warner had left the police 
force as well as the federation and is 
currently residing overseas.

On Wednesday the police indicated 
that an arrest warrant was issued for 
Warner for the manslaughter of Police 
Officer Brian Pacquette on June 23, 
2016. Anyone with information about 

Dijon Warner is asked to contact the 
Criminal Investigation Department 
at 466-2241 ext 4200 or the nearest 
police station.

Dijon Warner is described as being 
5ft. 8’’ tall, slimly built, with dark 
brown eyes and black well-kept hair.

The handling of Pacquette’s injuries 
had come under public scrutiny with 
the public being told that he was in 
critical but stable condition but his 
uncle Austin Harris denying that was 
the case.

Harris told the Observer that his 
nephew had his leg amputated and 
his liver was failing. Harris was up-
set after doctors informed he should 
be flown out to Trinidad for treatment 
and it was being delayed.

He was subsequently sent to Trinidad 
and Tobago for treatment but later 
succumbed to his injuries.

Teams at the Special Olympics St. Kitts and Nevis National Games at Kim 
Collins Stadium.

Officials from left: Ms Nadine Natta, Mr Vincent Hodge, Mrs Etsu Bradshaw-
Caines, Mr Anthony Wiltshire, Ms Clarice Cotton, and Mr Ivor Blake.

CONT’D ON PAGE 22
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