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From the Supervisor of Elections. Issue 55: 
Little Known Obligations of the Supervisor

When an election is called, 
the voters list is fi nalised.  
It comprises those persons 
who survived the annual 
cleansing that takes place 
during the fi rst quarter of 
each year, plus those per-
sons who successfully reg-
istered each month, up to 
the last published revised 
monthly list. That list is 
considered conclusive. 
But the law allows for 
human and system error.  

If, after the lists of voters 
have been published, the 
Chief Registration Offi cer, 
CRO, (aka the Supervisor 
of Elections) has reason-
able cause to believe that 
the name of a voter which 
has been included in the 
Register of Voters for any 
polling division has been 
omitted from the list of 
voters for that division, 
the CRO shall ascertain by 
reference to the relevant 

monthly list that omis-
sion, and shall insert in the 
copies of the Register of 
Voters the name, address 
and occupation of the 
voter concerned and initial 
the correction. 
The CRO shall notify the 
person whose name was 
omitted of the insertion 
and if a Writ of Election 
has been issued he or 
she shall also notify the 
persons whom he or she 
believes to be likely to be 
nominated as candidates 
for the relevant constitu-
ency or who have actu-
ally been nominated and 
the presiding offi cer for 
the polling division con-
cerned.  The CRO shall 
not insert the name of any 
person expunged from the 
list of voters in pursuance 
of an objection made to 
that person’s registration 
or claim or at any time 
after the third day not 

including Sunday next be-
fore polling day.
Where the CRO has rea-
sonable cause to believe 
that there appears in the list 
of voters the name of any 
person who is not quali-
fi ed for inclusion in such 
list or that any insertion in 
respect of a person who is 
not entitled to be included 
in such list has been made, 
he or she shall hold a spe-
cial revision to investigate 
such case. 
The CRO shall give at least 
fi ve days’ notice in writing 
to such person of the time 
and place at which such 
revision will take place 
and at such time and place 
consider the eligibility of 
such person to be included 
in the list of voters. 
If the CRO decides that 
the name of such person 
should not be included 
in the list of voters, he or 
she shall delete the name 
therefrom and initial the 
deletion.
The CRO shall publish a 
list of the names of per-
sons deleted as aforesaid at 
the time of the publication 
of the next Monthly List 
for the polling division. 
If a Writ of Election has 
been issued, the CRO shall 
also notify the Registration 

Offi cer and the persons 
whom he or she believes to 
be likely to be nominated 
or who have actually been 
nominated and the presid-
ing offi cer for the polling 
division concerned.  No 
special revision under this 
Regulation shall be held 
later than the nominated 
day for any poll.
The above are for adjust-
ments before voting day.  
But during the actual vot-
ing day, the law allows 
adjustments.  If a person 
representing him/herself 
to be a particular voter, 
applies for a ballot paper 
after another person has 
voted as such a person, 
he or she shall be entitled 
to receive a ballot paper 
and to vote after taking the 
oath of identity, and other-
wise establishing his or her 
identity to the satisfaction 
of the presiding offi cer.
Also, where there is con-
tained in the list of voters 
a name, address and occu-
pation which corresponds 
so closely with the name, 
address and occupation of 
a person by whom a bal-
lot paper is demanded as 
to suggest that the entry 
in such list of voters was 
intended to refer to him 
or her, such person shall, 
upon taking an oath and 
complying in all other re-
spects with the provisions 

of this Act, be entitled to 
receive a ballot paper and 
to vote.
In the December local 
elections, the names of 
some persons who were 
in transference did not ap-
pear on the fi nal list.  They 
should have; and when 
discovered, were restored 
to the register at the origi-
nal polling division. 
Yet other names were 
omitted, having fell off 
during the sorting pro-
cesses – the sorting of the 
federal list into the district 
lists, and the splitting of 
the district lists by alpha-
betic sequencing.  They 
too could not be denied 
their voting rights.
The point of this article 
is to show that these are 
neither irregularities nor 
corrupt practices. They are 
allowances made within 
the law to ensure there is 
no disenfranchisement.  
They have been used be-
fore and I am certain they 
may have to be used again.
It is for all these reasons 
why it is important to train 
electoral workers, includ-
ing agents.
One man, one vote, in the 
right place and fairness to 
all.  That continues to be 
our aim. 

Please remit your qualifi cations to
Ram’s Trading
Attn:  General Manager
P O Box 78

Basseterre

St. Kitts

 

SUPERMARKET MANAGER/ASSISTANT MANAGER 
-Bachelor’s Degree or Diploma in business or related fi eld;
-Minimum 5 years experience in supermarket manage-
ment or related fi eld;
-A personality that thrives on a culture defi ned by pace, 
passion and Customer Service;
-Excellent personal skills, with a proven ability to work 
collaboratively in a team

VACANCY
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From immigration 
to trafficking

What do Aruba, Curacao, Turks and Caicos, St Vincent & the Grenadines and the 
Cooperative Republic of Guyana have in common? 

In recent times, these territories were involved in an international human trafficking 
ring along with several countries in South America, according to a recent media 
report. The report said that 350 persons were liberated.  Some of it was sex traffick-
ing, but some was labour exploitation – i.e. modern-day slavery. 
Human trafficking is defined on-line as a process of enslaving people, coercing them 
into a situation with no way out, and exploiting them. Immigrants are usually at high 
risk for trafficking, and illegal ones more so. We have been fortunate in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.  We have immigrants, some of whom became illegal when they overstayed 
their visas, some of them when their work permitsexpired or was revoked, and some 
of whom never had visas in the first place. Almost all of such persons are working.
There is a practice in the Federation for employers to hold the passports of immi-
grant workers. When this happens, the workers become trapped.  We have also seen 
persons who are managed so that they have very little time for themselves, while yet 
others whose wages are deliberately uninsured by employers who pay no attention 
to the laws concerning minimum wages. When these employers are caught, they 
simply repatriate these employees and bring in another set. It can become a vicious 
cycle.

How does something like this happen in idyllic places like those above? It begins 
with uninformed and outdated policies.  It continues when there is a shortage of 
skilled labour.  It also becomes easier when locals hesitate to accept work that is 
readily available, leading employers – especially those on tight deadlines – to im-
port such labour.  While we are blessed with full employment in St. Kitts -Nevis, 
we must work to prevent a degeneration into a situation akin to human traffick-
ing.  For this to happen, all our allied agencies must work more closely together.  
The Immigration Department and National Security must do better screening, the 
Labour Department must become involved in job site inspection, especially where 
the home becomes the job site, Inland Revenue must become involved, and social 
security must play its part.  Immigrant labour has to be better managed. But above 
all, our legislation needs revamping to bring it in line with 21st century work reali-
ties.  A more relevant definition of work is desperately needed. 
For a people who have been born out of slavery, who have studied the history of 
slavery, and who are negotiating reparations for slavery, the report has cast a dark 
shadow over us, and should never have happened. Former victims should never 
become victimizers themselves.

EDITORIAL

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams

Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com

Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summa-
rise or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters ad-
dressed to The Observer or its staff are intended for publication unless oth-
erwise stated. Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked 
to include a telephone number to allow verification. Views expressed in 
letters, commentaries or personal columns do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper. Limit submissions to 1000 words

St. Kitts               Nevis
POB 657, Lower Market Street         #1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive
Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I.            Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.
Tel.: (869) 466-4994             Tel.: (869) 469-5907
Fax: (869) 466-4995             Fax: (869) 469-5891
Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn         Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn
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Sir Dennis Byron 
Makes A Case  for 

CCJ in Farewell

By Loshaun Dixon

Retiring President of 
the Caribbean Court of 
Justice (CCJ) the Rt. Hon. 
Sir Dennis Byron has 
called for the abolishment 
of the UK Privy Council 
as the final court of appeal 
in the Caribbean and the 
adopting of the CCJ.
Byron was speaking 
in Antigua at a special 
high court sitting of 
the Caribbean Court of 
Justice to honour him, as 
he retires from the post 
he has held since 2011. 
Representatives from the 
region came to pay tribute 
and say farewell to Sir 
Dennis in a packed room 
for the near three hour sit-
ting Wednesday. 

The St. Kitts-Nevis born 
Byron making a case for 
the CCJ said it was time 
for the Caribbean to uti-
lized its own courts. “I 
have experienced in my 
lifetime the realization 
of the concept of human 
equality. This is a realiza-
tion that still drives my 
commitment to advocate 
for the abolition of appeals 
from the Privy Council 
and the utilization of our 
own Caribbean court of 
Justice (CCJ).”

The 74-year-old said 

there is no need to go 
to UK courts for justice 
since there is the more 
relevant CCJ. “I still burn 
with youthful fire that 
makes me yearn to deny 
my English student col-
leagues at Cambridge…
that despite my qualities 
and achievements my 
people still feel the need 
to go to the English courts 
for justice.”

He continued, “Do not 
settle for second best the 
sky is the limit. The only 
limitations as a region we 
have are those impose by 
our own imagination”

Speaking on his time with 
the CCJ Byron described 
it as a wonderful experi-
ence. “For me even with 
all my experiences of 
judiciaries around the 
world, sitting side by side 
with judges from every 
continent on the bench 
of an international court, 
I am extremely proud to 
have been part of this out-
standing court with judg-
es of the highest calibre, 
work ethic and integrity.”
He continued, “The cul-
mination of a lifelong 
dream to be part of a fi-
nal Caribbean court has 
only been eclipsed by the 
sheer enjoyment of work-
ing in an environment of 

such high intellect and 
quality”.

Sir Dennis Byron is 
the brother of Attorney 
General the Hon. Vincent 
Byron Jr.

 Replacing Byron at the 
helm of the CCJ will 
be the Hon. Mr. Justice 
Saunders, President-
Designate of the CCJ, 
who gave a presenta-
tion at the sitting hailing 
Byron contributions.

“Sir Dennis’ judgments 
displayed a first-rate mind 
and a willingness to go 
where no judge in the re-
gion had gone before”

He described Sir Dennis 
as a “great judicial 
reformer.” 

“During the eight years 
that he spent as Chief 
Justice of the ECSC, Sir 
Dennis transformed that 
institution in such criti-
cal ways that it can never 
again be what it used to 
when he assumed the of-
fice of Chief Justice.”
Sir Dennis will officially 
retire in July this year, 
marking the end of a dis-
tinguished legal career 
that spanned over 53 
years.
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Duo Fined $4000 for 
Causing 2017 Accident

By Monique Washington

Corrie Lawrence and 
Carlise Clarke have 
both been slapped with 
a combined $4,000 fine 
after they were found 
guilty for causing an 
accident that seriously 

injured seven people. 

The court determined 
Corrie may have lied 
to cover up the fact 
that she allowed a none 
driver’s license holder 
to drive so she could 
make an insurance 
claim. Clarke’s license 
was suspended after he 

was involved in a previ-
ous accident in which a 
child was killed.

The duo appeared be-
fore the Magistrate 
Yasmine Clarke and 
pleaded not guilty to a 
number of charges. 

Lawrence pleaded not 

guilty on the charge to 
permitting Clarke to 
drive her vehicle know-
ing that he was not the 
holder of a driver’s li-
cense and also permit-
ting Clarke to drive her 
vehicle knowing that he 
had no accident insur-
ance. Clarke pleaded 
not guilty to driving 

without insurance, driv-
ing without a license 
and driving without 
due care and attention. 
Both were represented 
by attorney Chesley 
Hamilton.

The accident occurred 
in August of last year 
and resulted in seven 
persons being  seriously 
injured. Four persons 
travelled in Lawrence’s 
BMW Jeep heading 
towards New Castle 
while three occupants 
travelled in a another 
Jeep heading from New 
Castle.

The vehicles collided 
in the vicinity of Cliff 
Dwellers. Occupants 
suffered a number of 
injuries which included  
broken legs, broken 
arms and lacerations to 
parts of their body.

Lawrence was accused 
of allowing Clarke of 
driving her vehicle 
knowing his license 
was suspended for two 
years. Clarke had his 
license taken away af-
ter he was involved in 
a careless driving inci-
dent that left a young 
child dead.

The Police Prosecution 
headed by Inspector 
Eurita Collins- Percival 
brought forward 
three witnesses, one 
who travelled with 
Lawrence and Clarke 
that evening the driver 
of the other vehicle in-
volved and a constable 
in the force. All three 
testified on the night’s 
event. 

After the Prosecution 
rested it’s case  

Lawrence testi-
fied in her defence. 
She told the court that 
she was not drinking 
that and she was the 
only person who drove 
her vehicle. She said 
that she was trying to 
avoid some donkeys 
that were crossing the 
road and lost control 
of her vehicle. She told 
the court that she not 
driving “fast fast” but 
driving “fast”

Lawrence testimony 
however differed from 
her statement taken the 
night of the accident. 
That night she told po-
lice that the other vehi-
cle was at fault as they 
slammed into her.

After her testimony 
Magistrate Clarke said 
that she did not believe 
Lawrence evidence

“She was lying to the 
court . I don’t believe 
the evidence she gave. 
And I understand why 
she would do it. Clarke 
is not covered by insur-
ance because he does 
have a driver’s license.

Clarke told Lawrence 
that she might have to 
a lot of bills to pay in 
the near future and she 
would be lenient in her 
fines towards her.
Lawrence was convict-
ed and cautioned for al-
lowing Clarke to drive 
her vehicle without 
license and convicted 
and fined for allowing 
him to drive her vehicle 
with insurance. Clarke 
was convicted and 
fined on all charges and 
ordered to pay $1000 
per conviction.
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D.R woman charged with 
stabbing Police offi cer

By Monique Washington 

A young mother who is a 
native of the Dominican 
Republic has been charged 
with stabbing a member of 
the Royal St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police force during an 
altercation at a Nevis bar.

Erica de Asa was charged 
on Tuesday (May 15) with 
offence of Wounding with 
Intent, Constable McIntyre 
Eloi.

According to the police 
report, “Police Constable 
McIntyre Eloi of Tabernacle 
Village reported to the 
Charlestown Police Station 
that he was at Mojito’s Bar at 
Craddock Road when a fi ght 
occurred on Friday (May 11).

 He identifi ed himself to the 
persons involved as a Police 
Offi cer in plain clothes. 
De Asa, a national of the 

Dominican Republic who re-
sides in Bath Village, stabbed 
Constable Eloi using a piece 
of glass bottle. He received 
injuries to his face and other 
parts of his body. He was tak-
en to the Alexandra Hospital 
where he was treated for his 

injuries and discharged.”

The Observer was informed 
that on the night of the inci-
dent De ASA was spotted at 
the bar with a male friend. 
Then Jesus Ramirez, the fa-
ther of De Asa child, was also 

spotted at the bar with a fe-
male friend.

 De Asa was seen walking 
towards the bathroom behind 
Jesus’ female friend. An ar-
gument ensued between the 
two women which led to a 

fi ght. Ramirez made an at-
tempt to stop the fi ght but 
was cut and injured in the 
process, sustaining injuries to 
his face and about his body. 
Constable Eloi also made at-
tempts to stop the fi ght but he 
too was attacked with a bro-
ken bottle.

De Asa has only been charged 
with the wounding of the 
Constable Eloi.

The Constable Eloi incident 
comes less than two weeks 
after the lifeless body 37 year 
old Sergeant Dwight Davis 
was found on a dirt road in the 
vicinity of the railway line in 
Dieppe Bay by two passers-
by, the victim of a shooting.

This past weekend (May 11 
and 12) three persons were 
taken in custody assisting 
with investigations into the 
death of Davis. 
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Foul Play Not Ruled Out...It’s in 
the Prosecutor’s Hands

By Monique Washington

A criminal charge may 
still be possible as it 
relates to the  death of 
34-year-old Petronella 
Hinds, only if the 
Director of Public 
Prosecution sees fi t to 
levy one. The mother of 
two children died May 
10 from apparent natu-
ral causes at the home 
of Muriel Archibald in 
Farms Estate.

According to the police 
press offi cer her depart-
ment has not ruled-out 
foul play. She noted 
that upon the comple-
tion of the police in-
vestigations, the fi le 
will be submitted to 
the Director of Public 
Prosecution for consid-
eration to prosecute. 

On May 14 Resident 

Pathologist, Dr. Adrian 
Nunez-Quintana, per-
formed a post mortem 
examination on the body 
of Petronella Hinds. 

According to Nunez 
fi ndings, he concluded 
that her death was as a 
result of asphyxia due 
to broncho aspiration 
of gastric content... in 
lay terms she possi-
bly choked to death by 
breathing in and swal-
lowing her own vomit.

Medically,  the conse-
quences of pulmonary 
aspiration range from no 
injury at all, to chemical 
pneumonitis or pneu-
monia, to death within 
minutes from asphyxia-
tion. These consequenc-
es depend in part on the 
volume, chemical com-
position, particle size, 
presence or absence of 
infectious agents, and 

underlying health sta-
tus of the person, ac-
cording to a medical 
website.

On May 10 at around 
3:45 pm  the Emergency 
Medical Service re-
sponded to a  call that 
someone was having 
trouble breathing at 
the home of Muriel 
Archibald in Farms 
Estate . There they 
found The motionless 
body of 34-year-old 
mother of two  Hinds of 
Cane Garden. 

Her body showed no 
signs of violence and 
the Police was sub-
sequently contacted. 
A number of items of 
evidential value were 
collected and taken 
into police custody.  A 
house to house inqui-
ries were conducted and 
several persons were 

interviewed.

The facts surrounding 
the incident are still very 
sketchy. Following the 
incident the police took 
one person into custody 

who was assisting with 
the investigations. The 
young man was held for 
a number of days before 
being released. No one 
was charged in rela-
tion to the incident. The 

name of the individual 
was never released to 
the public. The investi-
gation into the matter is 
still ongoing.  
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Yes, There Will Be a Jouvert 
at Nevis Winfes

By Monique Washington

The 12th  staging of 
the St. James Winfes 
Festival is set to begin 
this weekend and pa-
trons can be assured 
there will be a Jouvert 
with DJ EK providing 
music.

Festival Chairman 
Perlivan Wilkin previ-
ously said the St. James 
Parish Festival began as 
a means of fighting per-
sonal depression during 
the economic down turn 
in 2007 and to stimulate 
economic activity in St. 
James. Winfes is the 
first calendared com-
munity festival held in 
Nevis. 

The festival falls on the 
Whit Monday weekend. 
This year’s festival is 
being held under the 

theme “Everyone join 
enn. WINFES 2018”

This past week Wilkin 
attempted  to clear up 
the rumour that there 
will be no jouvert. He 
noted the popular DJ 
EK will provide music 
on Jouvert morning.

Wilkin further stated 
that it is fair to note 
that since the inception 
of the festival in 2007, 
“ the Odisi Band has 
played for Jouvert nine 
times while Small Axe 
band has played two 
times.,” But by popular 
request EK will do the 
honour’s this year,” he 
said.

Other activities for this 
year’s festival begin to-
day May 18 with:

• Winfes Vibes Builder 
at Esmie’s Sunrise Bar 

at Eden Brown

• May 19- Festival 
Dance at Dicks Bar 
from 10 on

• May 20- Drag Racing 
Invasion at the St. James 
Drag Strip 11am

• May 20- Dance Party 
dubbed Good Cherry 
Til Ah Morning 9pm at 
White Hall hard court

• May 21- Jouvert from 
White Hall Basketball 
Hard Court to Herbert’s 
Beach. 5am

• May 21- Family Beach 
Lyme at Herbert’s 
Beach 12 pm.

Other community 
festivals on Nevis 
are St. Thomas 
Festival in September 
and Gingerama in 
December.

j o b  o v e r v i e w
Marketing Executive with experience in market planning and executing marketing strategies

main duties and responsibilities
-  Lead the marketing planning process to ensure the marketing plans deliver all the set KPIs    
-  Optimize budget allocation and initiatives across the year to achieve business objectives.  
-  Drive the planning process and execute all marketing campaigns 
-  Ensure activities have measurable targets;
 complete dashboard templates for measurement and comparison.
-  Execution of all local marketing campaigns
-  Assessing local needs and requirements 
-  Communication management (external) 
-  Seeking go to market plans approvals from marketing manager 
-  Prepare localized OpCo advertising campaign 
-  Manage all marketing, sponsorship and staff expectation

education and experience
3-5 years’ experience in marketing planning with evidence of delivering effective marketing strategies and 
programmes across complex global/regional marketing organisations. Business or marketing degree or equivalent.

© 2017 Digicelgroup.com All Rights Reserved.

To apply for this position, you should forward your resume to:recruitment.digicelstkitts@digicelgroup.com
Reply By:  May 31, 2018

PLEASE NOTE THAT ONLY SHORT LISTED CANDIDATES WILL BE CONTACTED.

Digicel St. Kitts is looking for a top candidate to fill the role of Marketing Executive

we're hiring
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CLASSIFIEDS  C

Vacancy

Smile Care Dental Clinic 
is Seeking an Edodontist/
General Dentist Please 
contact 661-7170 
Email:hermanevis@
yahoo.com

Vacancy

New Cut Barber Shop

looking for one 
hairdresser

Contact # 669-4902

Vacancy

Seamstress Needed 

Contact:664-2007

Vacancy

Water Sports Operator

Tel: 765-3600

Vacancy

Champion Bar

Mixologist

Telephone: 6658162

Vacancy

Flagkah Yis BaberShop

Need One Barber

Tel: 663-3635

Vacancy

At Cocoa Baricia     
One Sale Person with 
4 years experience 
contact: 869765131

Recardeo Rodriques 
Named Junior Tourism 

Youth Minister
By Monique Washington 

Recardeo Rodrigues 
of the Charlestown 
Secondary School has 
been named  as a new 
Junior Tourism Youth 
Minister after emerging 
the top contender for the 
role at the 2108 Tourism 
Youth Congress . He 
will now be prepar-
ing to represent Nevis 
in the Bahamas for the 
Regional Tourism Youth 
Congress in October.

The 2018 Bank of Nevis 
Ltd. Tourism Youth 
Congress was held on 
Thursday (May 17) at 
the Nevis Performing 
Arts Centre NEPAC. 

The two public high 
schools and one pri-
vate high school were 
each represented by 
two participants. Eliyse 
Thomas and Kethra 
Grandison  represented 
Nevis International 
School, Mikkel 
Maloney and Recardeo 
Rodriques repre-
sented Charlestown 
Secondary School and 
Shai-Ann Tyson and 
K-Tara Huggins  repre-
sented  the Gingerland 
Secondary School.

The competition con-
sisted of two-segments. 
Presenters had three 
minutes to speak on 
one of three topics. In 

the second segment, the 
presenters were asked 
to pick one of three 
mystery topics out of a 
box.

At the end of the com-
petition, Recardeo was 
named Junior Tourism 
Youth minister, with a 
score of 500; Mikkel 
Maloney was named 
first runner-up, with 
494; and second run-
ner-up was Kethra 
Grandison  with 440.

The Observer spoke 
with Tourism Youth 
Congress Coordinator 
Oksana Williams who 
said she felt the compe-
tition “went very well.”

She said that the 
Ministry of Tourism 
was very much in-
volved with assisting 
the presenters leading 
up to the competition. 
“The teachers choose 
the students that will 
be participating .We go 
to the schools, we take 
them on field trips to 
prepare them and semi-
nars to prepare them,” 
Williams said. 

Pheon Jones, Marketing 
Officer at The Bank of 
Nevis Told the Observer 
that over the  years “we 
have seen and heard 
great ideas from our 
students. They have of-
fered innovative ways 
which can be adopted to 

improve on our package 
of tourisms.”

“Let me just state for 
the record that regard-
less of the outcome the 
students are already a 
champion in my book 
and the Bank of Nevis 
Limited’s book. Having 
the courage to partici-
pate makes them a win-
ner,” he said 

This year, the Regional 
Tourism Youth 

Congress will be held 
in the Bahamas. The 
winners of the Nevis 
competition have par-
ticipated in the regional 
competition since 2007. 
Nevis won the regional 
competition for two 
consecutive years: Neila 
Jones won in 2013 in 
Martinique and Rol-j 
Williams won in 2014 in 
St Thomas. Between 15 
to 20 islands participate 
in the Regional Tourism 
Youth Conference.
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MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
Leadership & Innovation, Logistics & 
Supply Chain Management, Marketing 
& Sales, Project Management • Option 
to earn both an MBA and MBM in 24 
months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 

Apple iPad 

Mini 4 

(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office:

No. 1 

in the UK 
for Value-added

(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma

Specialisms: Finance, Hospitality, HRM and Marketing 

BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)

BA Sales Management (Top-up) 

BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)

PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

The Edinburgh Doctorate 

in Business Administration 

(DBA) Regional workshops conducted by 

Edinburgh Faculty

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science

MSc Construction Project

 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  

 Engineering

MSc Health and Social Care
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Easy Access to Guns a 
Concern Says PM Harris

By Loshaun Dixon

Kids shooting other 
kids, the accessibil-
ity of guns to youths 
are serious concerns 
for Caribbean nations 
according to Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts 
and Nevis the Hon. Dr. 
Timothy Harris.

Dr. Harris who is also 
Minister of National 
Security made the pro-
nouncement at opening 
of the Caribbean Basin 
Security Initiative meet-
ing on Preventing Crime 
by Focusing on At-risk 
Youth and Vulnerable 
Population last week 
at the St. Kitts Marriott 
Resort.

He said, “Fifty years 
ago, who would have 
thought today, that 
guns would be so easily 
available to our children 
and our children would 
be using them to kill 
other children.”

Dr. Harris added that 
the behaviours of some 
young people today 
gives cause for con-
cern and speaks to the 
need to address these 
indicators before they 
become intractable and 
irreversible.  “Indeed, 
cybercrime, terror-
ism, gangsterism have 
had great reach and 
resonance here and ev-
erywhere because of 
information communi-
cation technologies and 

the social media … the 
Facebook, the Twitter, 
the Instagram all these 
are ubiquitous.”

Pointing to the fact 
that most crimes in the 
Caribbean are commit-
ted my youth, Dr. Harris 
noted it’s the biggest 
problem facing the re-
gion. “Crime has been 
found to mostly affect 
young people. I want 
to make reference to an 
IMF paper, captioned 
Crime and Youth and 
Youth Unemployment 
in the Caribbean, the 
paper claims that crime 
and violence are among 
the key constraints to 
growth in our region.”

He added th1at High 
crime rates have cre-
ated a “vicious cycle 
by which young people 
struggling with the lack 
of opportunities in the 
Caribbean region turn 
to illegal opportuni-
ties and crime thereby 
further depressing the 
growth rate.”

The Prime Minister con-
tinued, “According to 
the 2012 UN Caribbean 
Human Development 
Report young people 
are both the primary vic-
tims and importantly the 
perpetrators of crime in 
the region, so its young 
people doing it to other 
young people, young 
people fighting and kill-
ing other young people.  
“Victims of violent 
crimes, according to the 

said paper, are predomi-
nantly between the ages 
of 18-30 years and they 
come from low-income 
levels. Eighty percent of 
prosecuted crimes are 
committed by people 
aged 17-29, these are 
sobering statistics.”

He hailed the meet-
ings as timely as the 
region continues to seek 
to curb youth crime 
and violence through 
positive engagement. 
“The theme, Changing 
Social Norms Through 
Youth Engagement is 

appropriate, as are the 
areas to be examined, 
presented and dis-
cussed. Some of these 
are preventing crime 
through positive youth 
development, violence 
against girls and wom-
en, but indeed it’s much 
broader than that, it is 
violence against our-
selves in that it is not 
unique to our girls and 
women but our boys 
and men. 

He continued, “Our 
Team Unity govern-
ment is committed 

to guaranteeing good 
governance by creating 
a safe, secure, stable 
environment in which 
economic growth can be 
sustained. Governments 
of the Caribbean must 
ensure that they provide 
for our young people, 
our nation’s future 
keeping them positively 
focused so they can play 
their part in the regions 
sustainable growth and 
development.”

The meetings that ran 
from May 10 – 12 was 
hosted by the St. Kitts 

and Nevis’ Ministry of 
National Security, as 
well as United States 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID) 
and the CARICOM 
Secretariat.

The U.S. Government, 
has invested $437 mil-
lion towards improving 
citizen security in the 
Caribbean and address-
ing the root causes of 
crime and violence 
through the Caribbean 
Basin Security 
Initiative.
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Sgt Davis Remembered at 
Candle Light Vigil

By Loshaun Dixon

The exemplary life of 
fallen police offi cer 
Sargent Dwight Davis 
was remembered by his 
native St. Paul’s com-
munity, his peers of the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
and the entire Nation in 
a candle light vigil held 
Monday.

Deputy Commissioner 
of Police Hilroy Brandy 
again expressed condo-
lences to Davis’ family 
on behalf of the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force and 
reassured the police are 
relentless in their search 
for the perpetrators of the 
act.

 “No amount of condo-
lences could bring back 
Sgt Davis, but I can 

assure you the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force will go all 
out and leave no stones 
unturned to bring the 
perpetrator to justice,” he 
said.

He reminded those pres-
ent that the perpetrators of 

crimes against offi cers in 
the past have felt the full 
extent of the law and the 
same is expected in this 
case.

“For the past couple of 
years about three to four 
offi cers were gunned 
down and we brought 

those perpetrators to jus-
tice and this will be no ex-
ception. I can assure you 
Ms Davis that your son’s 
killer will be brought to 
justice.”

In remembering the fallen 
offi cer, Brandy described 
Davis as an excellent po-
lice offi cer who always 
went beyond the call of 
duty. “It did not matter 
where he was he would 
be there. I want to assure 
you the organization will 
do all in its power, our in-
vestigators are going day 
and night to make sure we 
will bring the perpetrators 
to justice”

Chairperson of the Police 
Welfare Association 
Sgt Teveron Richards 
said Davis was a close 
friend of his and the late 
Sargent’s voice still reso-
nates in his head . 

“He was a dedicated po-
lice offi cer, committed to 
the task of crime fi ghting. 
When it came to the law 
and enforcing the law he 
was unforgiving, unre-
lenting and uncompro-
mising. He was dedicated 
in his service not just to 
his police force but to the 
community and the coun-
try at large,” he said.

Richards said that Davis 
was a model police offi cer 
who’s legacy is worthy of 
emulation. ”He will be 
sorely missed by the rank 
and fi le of the police force 
since his abrupt passing 

and I know we will con-
tinue to mourn him even 
as the investigation goes 
forward and that we too 
are dedicated to bring the 
perpetrators responsible 
to his death to justice.”

Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Education 
and former teacher of 
Davis, William Vincent 
Hodge said he fi rst met 
Davis while teaching 
at the St. Pauls Primary 
School in 1986 and at 
the time he was in grade 
three. He added that he 
and Davis crossed paths 
again when he was posted 
at the Sandy Point High 
School 

“Again I had Dwight 
Davis. So I was his prin-
cipal on two occasions. 
Like so many of the par-
ents in this community, 
his mother was of those 
parents who supported 
the work of the school. 
It was a family I got to 
know very well,” Hodge 
said.

Hodge added that Davis’ 
achievements as a po-
lice offi cer was a source 
of pride for him. “I was 
very proud to hear of his 
accomplishments and for 
the things people has said 
he had achieved and the 
likeness for his job and 
his dedication and com-
mitment to his work.”

Hodge added that the 
public ought to show ap-
preciation to the work 
of police offi cers. “We 
know in days like these 
the work of a police offi -
cer is extremely diffi cult. 
Offi cers put their lives on 
the line every day and this 
is something we can no 
longer take for granted. 
We have to show appre-
ciation to the work that 
police offi cers do to pro-
tect and serve.”

Assistant Commissioner 
of Police Terrance James 
in his tribute remembered 
his days in Division B 
where he worked and 
met Dwight. “I worked 
in Division B in the rural 

areas and as divisional 
commander we started an 
Offi cer of the Year Award 
in that division and at the 
time Dwight was work-
ing at the Tabernacle 
Police Station and he got 
the award for that police 
station.” He continued, 
“There was no competi-
tion he came out on top 
and it shows clear dedica-
tion that he was dedicated 
to his work. Dwight was 
someone who was always 
ready to go…he was ag-
gressive always willing to 
go and we will defi nitely 
miss him.”

James indicated that be-
fore his passing James 
was transferred to the 
Sandy Point Police 
Station and he started do-
ing some good work in 
that community. “I wish 
he could have completed 
his work but only God 
knows.”

Last Thursday the Royal 
St. Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force announced 
that it was offering a re-
ward in the sum of EC 
$50,000 in an effort to 
solicit information that 
may lead to the arrest and 
successful prosecution of 
the person(s) responsible 
for the death of Police 
Sergeant Dwight Davis.

On Monday the police 
announced that three in-
dividuals were held for 
questioning regarding 
the matter but no word 
on charges have been 
disclosed

Davis’ lifeless body was 
found May 03 on a dirt 
road in the vicinity of the 
railway line in Dieppe 
Bay by two by-passers. 
Several Police Units 
responded and, upon ar-
rival found the body of 
the 37-year-old offi cer 
lying on the ground with 
what appeared to be gun-
shot wounds. An autopsy 
later confi rmed that he 
died as a result of gunshot 
injuries.

He is set to be laid to rest 
in St. Pauls on Thursday.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 18th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:14 LOCAL NEWSPage:14

Corruption?: Dr. Harris to Dr. 
Douglas...Put Up or Shut Up

by Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis the 
Hon. Dr. Timothy 
Harris has challenged 
the opposition on cor-
ruption charges follow-
ing developments in the 
UK that alleged that he 
may have been involved 
in bribery with a UK 
businessman.

Secretly taped tele-
phone calls of UK busi-
nessman Peter Singh 
Virdee who is fighting 
an extradition request 
from Germany speaks 
of allegations of bribery 
of the Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
Prime Minister and 
Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Minister of Energy.

The transcript of a con-
versations with Virdee 
as telling his colleague 
that “ the Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts was visiting, 
and he was ‘taking him 
and his entourage for 
dinner this evening, so 
be ready for a big bill’. 

The transcript Virdee 
continued, ‘He said he 
would like a nice watch, 
I said, “OK.” I don’t 
want to be spending 
more than like £2,000 
on a watch.’ And, then 
he called in the morn-
ing and said, have you 
got my watch? I said, 
‘I have to go pick your 
watch up’.

It should be explained 
that heads of state and 
various government of-
ficials are frequently 
wined and dined by 
business people...deals 
are made and it could 
be how a new resort 
hotel or a marina gets 
built. But it doesn’t 
imply bribery.

Prime Minister Harris 
has stated his hands 
are clean in that issue 
and added that the gov-
ernment had held the 
highest level of integ-
rity since taking office.

There is also no proof 
of corruption against 
Dr. Harris and Virdee 
has denied any wrong 

doing.

Calls have been made 
by former Prime 
Minister and Leader 
of the Opposition the 
Rt. Hon. Dr. Denzil 
Douglas for the Dr. 
Harris to step down.

Dr. Douglas said, 
“Just as we are hoping 
things will get better 
we are now beginning 
to see the dark under 
belly of corrupt poli-
tics in our country and 
the feeling that this is 
just the tip of the ice 
berg. This is sickening, 
our nation finds itself 
at its lowest ebb where 
the Prime Minister of 
our Federation finds 
himself caught up per-
sonally in these most 
serious allegations of 
bribe and corruption.”

However, Dr. Harris 
addressing the mat-
ter in his first public 
appearance since the 
matter came to light 
said challenged the 
Opposition on a debate 
on corruption. “If they 

want a debate on that 
tell them I am ready 
to debate it. I tell them 
to give the explanation 
why the former Prime 
Minister while serving 
as head of the govern-
ment was unable to get 
his US Visa renewed.”

Dr. Harris indicated 
that his administra-
tions has an agenda for 
the people that calls 
for sacrifice day in day 
out.

He then referenced a 
publication by World 
Justice Project Rule 
of Law that spoke to 
corruption in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. “The World 
Justice Project Rule of 
Law assesses corrup-
tion everywhere and 
this year was no excep-
tion. It assess Canada 
on corruption it assess 
America on corruption 
and other countries in 
the Caribbean and as-
sesses across eight in-
dicators and St. Kitts 
and Nevis was ranked 
the least corrupt in the 
Caribbean region.” He 

continued, “This is a 
reputed publication of 
independent analysis 
with a methodology 
that can withstand the 
test of time. They did 
that for 2017 and 2018 
if they do it now they 
will find none.

Dr Harris said that his 
administration will not 
waiver in its attempts 
to ensure good gov-
ernance is practiced. 
“Our commitment to 
good governance is 
not one in which we 
waiver all the treaties 
that had to be signed 
we had signed. Every 
law that has to be 
enacted has been en-
acted. Those that they 
failed to enact we have 
enacted them.”

He added that integ-
rity in public life leg-
islation will come on 
stream by June of this 
year. 

Dr. Harris also alleged 
that corruption was 
part of the DNA of the 
former administration, 

something which  Dr. 
Douglas denies. “I take 
very strong objection 
for anyone to be label-
ling me as a corrupt 
person. I have given 
20 years’ service as the 
Prime Minister of this 
country, no one with 
any credibility can say 
I have been engaged in 
these activities.”

He continued, “I know 
where I came from. I 
have worked hard for 
what I have. People 
seem to begrudge me 
because I invested 
money I work for but 
that is life. A lot of 
people believed that 
Douglas was going to 
be in hiding or arrested 
I am here I am free. I 
drive myself, no body 
guards I travel freely. 
All that was talk and 
deception.”

Small band of Labour 
supporters protested 
outside of Government 
H e a d q u a r t e r s 
Wednesday calling for 
the resignation of Dr. 
Harris. 
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Sea Bed Broken for 2nd Cruise 
Pier Construction

By Loshaun Dixon

The sea bed has been of-
ficially broken to signal 
the start of construction 
on  the second cruise 
pier at Port Zante.
The second pier, able 
to hold two of the larg-
est Cruise Ships in the 
world,  is expected to 
be completed in 18 
months. It is being  built 
by main contractors the 
Canada Commercial 
Corporation (CCC).
Speaking at a seabed 
breaking ceremony 
Minister of Public in-
frastructure and trans-
port the the Hon. Ian 
‘Patches’ Liburd said, 
“the time has finally 
come. 
“We have heard for a 
long time about a sec-
ond cruise pier. Since 
2012 we heard a sec-
ond cruise pier was 
coming. In 2013 we 

heard the second pier 
was coming we heard 
about it again in 2014. 
Come 2015 God sent 
this Government and 
the second cruise pier is 
here.
“The moment we are 
all been waiting for is 
here. The actual physi-
cal construction has 
now commenced and 
in just under 18 months 
your Team Unity 
Administration will 
deliver on another of 
its promises. We will 
deliver on the second 
cruise pier September 
2019, ” Liburd said.
He added that in 18 
months the CCC will 
hand over to the St. 
Christopher Air and 
Sea Port Authority 
(SCASPA) and by ex-
tension the Government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
and the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis “a sec-
ond cruise pier that will 
be 60 meters wide, 670 

meters long with a draft 
alongside approximate-
ly 32 meters.”
Liburd explained that 
the pier will be able 
to withstand powerful 
storms and will accom-
modate simultaneously 
two of the world largest 
ships afloat today. “In 
18 months we would 
have constructed a pier 
fit for purpose…we 
would have strategical-
ly positioned St. Kitts 
and Nevis to achieve 
market port status and a 
port capable of accom-
modating the growing 
sizes of cruise ves-
sels being constructed 
today.”
He said  the main con-
tractor is CCC and the 
primary sub-contrac-
tor is JV Driver. He 
disclosed  dredging 
work will be done by 
the Ocean Dredge of 
Canada while some 
work will also be done 
by American bridge of 

the USA. “These teams 
will be ably supported 
by local contractors, 
tradesmen and labour-
ers. I am aware that 
Regwell Francis of St. 
Kitts Marine Works has 
already been engaged 
as a sub-contractor by 
American bridge.”
He continued, “Just last 
Saturday they hosted a 
very successful job fair 
at the Tucker Clarke 
Primary School and 
held interviews with 
potential candidates. 
Over 300 individuals 
signed up and will have 
full complement by 
June.”
Liburd explained that 
some work had al-
ready begun earlier this 
month. “I was advised 
that 50 percent of the 
dredging works have 
already been completed 
with 100 percent to 
be completed in June, 
while revetment con-
struction is expected 

to commence as early 
as next week.” Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris said the new 
pier forms part of their 
commitment is to make 
the Federation the best 
managed small island 
state in the world.
“That is our vision. All 
of us can embrace that 
as a vision for the fu-
ture. Those who want 
to see St. Kitts and 
Nevis progress under-
stand that the anchor 
holds well with a team 
unity government.”
He also reminded that 
the construction of 
the pier is delivering 
on a deal the last ad-
ministration promised 
but could not. “What 
we are doing today 
20 years before us in 
spite of promises after 
promises none could 
deliver. This is a bold 
move, many faltered 
at the crease unable to 
execute and today we 

come to remind you 
that the Minister of 
Public Infrastructure 
the Hon. Ian Patches 
Liburd is a man of sub-
stance and a man who 
can do the job.”
He then thanked Liburd 
for being in the fore-
front of the enhance-
ment of the productive 
infrastructure of the 
country. 
Dr. Harris added that 
the pier is necessary 
following success from 
cruise tourism.
“Today we are deliv-
ering for the future a 
second cruise pier to 
deal with the outstand-
ing success of Team 
Unity in the tourism in-
dustry. We have taken 
the cruise statistics to 
new dimensions. For 
the first time since we 
have open our ports 
we crossed the million 
mark in terms of tourist 
arrivals.”
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Speaker Perkins and 
President Smithen 

Recognized by SG of the CPA

By Monique Washington 

Two members of 
the Commonwealth 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
Association (CPA) 
has been commended 
and recognized by 
the group’s Secretary 
General Akbar Khan for 
contributing good gov-
ernance to the CPA.

Michael Perkins, 
Speaker of the National 
Assembly and Farrel 
Smithen President of the 
Nevis Island Assembly 
were both recognized 
this past week during 
the Commonwealth 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s 
Post Election 
Seminar  which was at 
the Mount Nevis Hotel .

Perkins first served as 
deputy Speaker of the 
National Assembly 
from  2015 and was 
elected Speaker in 2016 
.

“They have both con-
tributed not only to the 
good governance of the 

CPA,” Khan said, “ but 
also to the region and as 
Secretary General I am 
delighted to recognize  
speaker Michael Perkins 
who is a member of the 
CPA’s International 
Executive Committee 
in strengthening our 
good governance as an 
organization Speaker 
Perkins as a member 
of the International 
Executive Committee 
has contributed signifi-
cantly in ensuring we 
keep our good gover-
nance updated,” he said.

Smithen was elected as 
President of the Nevis 
Island Assembly in 
2013.

“The Hon. Farrell 
Smithen has been in-
strumental to the devel-
opment of the Caribbean 
Association for Public 
Accounts Committee. 
His contribution is a 
valuable contribution 
to this network,” Khan 
said. 

Meanwhile Khan 
said  that the semi-
nar will serve as an 

“invaluable opportu-
nity” to capture the 
unique benefits of being 
members of the com-
mon wealth family and 
to advance you roles as 
parliamentarians going 
forward. 

“At the CPA, mutual 
learning is our lives 
blood . We are a network 
of over 1700 parliamen-
tarians. 180 legisla-
tures and parliaments’ 
across our 53 countries 
and every member 
and branch has some-
thing to offer to each 
other which can be a 
source of great strength 
in our CPA Seminars 
such as this.  This one 
serves to deepen and 
affirm our connection 
as Commonwealth 
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s 
branches and to embed 
good governance across 
the Commonwealth,” he 
said 

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley noted   that the 
post-election seminars, 
provides the opportunity 
for participants to build 
capacity and expand 

knowledge of parlia-
mentary procedures and 
practices, learn from 
other Commonwealth 
jurisdictions and to 
share emerging issues 
in the tradition and 
practices within the 
commonwealth.

“The organization and 
conduct of our recently 
concluded Nevis Island 
Local Election, demon-
strated our commitment 
to the shared values 
of the Commonwealth 
Charter which states: 
“We recognize the in-
alienable right of indi-
viduals to participate in 
democratic processes, 
in particular free and 
fair elections in shap-
ing the society in which 
they live. 

“Our election is over 
and a Government has 
been formed, however, 
it is important for us to 
note that this is not the 
end of the road but the 
beginning to a life of 
service and responsibil-
ity to the people of our 
lovely island,” he said.

Michael Perkins, Speaker of the National Assem-
bly

Farrel Smithen President of the Nevis Island As-
sembly



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 18th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:16



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 18th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:18



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 18th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:20

Region Urged 
to Boost Cyber 
Security As EU 

Legislation Comes 
on Stream

An appeal has gone out 
to Barbados and the re-
gion to strengthen their 
cyber security, especial-
ly in light of the recent 
introduction of the cyber 
security legislation, the 
General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR), by 
the European Union.

It has come from 
Business Development 
Offi cer at the Caribbean 
Israel Centre for Cyber 
Defense (CICCD), 
Daidre Leacock.

The law, which takes 
effect May 25, 2018, 
elevates personnel data 
to the level of being an 
asset. Under the GDPR, 
any entity, government 
or private, that has the 
information of any 
EU citizen or business 
would be mandated to 
put measures in place to 
adequately protect the 
information.

Failure to do so would 
result in an organiza-
tion or company being 
held liable for any in-
formation lost during a 
cyber-attack, and fi ned 
up to four per cent of 
its global turnover, or 
up to 20 million Euros 

(US$23.6 million).

In addition, it stipulates 
that a breach must be 
reported, as well as 
the names of those af-
fected, to the data pro-
tection authorities in 
the European Union 
within 72 hours. EU 
citizens also have the 
right to have their data 
erased from an entity’s 
database.

“There is no room for 
error…It has great im-
plications for the re-
gion as it is now. Cyber 
security is no longer 
an option, it is manda-
tory for us to get up-to-
date,” Leacock warned, 
emphasizing that 
Caribbean countries 
were highly vulnerable 
to hacks.

She advised agen-
cies and companies 
in Barbados, includ-
ing those owned by 
Government, which 
conduct business with 
European businesses or 
citizens, to take steps 
to ensure their compli-
ance, such as training.

“This is not a situation 
that we can take for 

granted, especially for 
offshore companies. 
While Barbados may 
have some offshore 
companies here, they 
indeed are going to be 
highly impacted be-
cause if any EU citizen 
is hacked and their in-
formation is out there, 
they [the company] will 
be fi ned.
“So, the onus is on 
organisations and 
companies to become 
compliant. Make sure 
they have the informa-
tion ready and data se-
cured. It’s going to be 
more expensive to pay 
a fi ne than to become 
compliant,” the offi cial 
stressed.

The CICCD was born 
out of a partnership be-
tween the Government 
of Israel and the 
Caribbean to build out 
the region’s capacity to 
deal with cyber crime. 
The Center works with 
Barbados, the British 
Virgin Islands, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Suriname, 
Anguilla, St Maarten 
and member countries 
of the Organization 
of Eastern Caribbean 
States.
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DPM Richards assures the 
youth of his support in their 
crime reduction initiatives

(PLP PR Media Inc.)

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Federal Minister of 
Education, Youth, Sports 
and Culture, the Hon 
Shawn Richards, has said 
that the youth represent 
the nation’s ‘now’ and he 
has committed to be by 
their side in every step of 
the way in their crime re-
duction initiatives.

“There are those who say 
that the youth represent 
our future, but I proffer 
this morning that youth 
represent now,” said the 
Hon Richards. “They, the 
youth, are the barometer 
of everything that is right 
with our society, and un-
fortunately, often also re-
flects what is wrong.” The 
Deputy Prime Minister 
said he was honoured, 
humbled and inspired 
to be with the youth and 
younger leaders both 
local and regional, the 

volunteers, parents, part-
ners, technocrats and 
service providers, all of 
whom are committed to 
the prevention of crime 
and violence which af-
fect the most valuable and 
vulnerable populations.

“I commit to you this 
morning that I will con-
tinue to be there by your 
side in your every step 
toward that day when no 
person has to live in fear 

of crime or violence in our 
Caribbean region again,” 
said Hon Richards. 

The Deputy Prime 
Minister made the re-
marks on Saturday May 
12 at Independence 
Square at the end of an 
anti-crime youth rally 
held to culminate the 
CARICOM and USAID-
sponsored Caribbean 
Basin Security Initiative 
(CBSI) Eighth Meeting 

of the Technical Working 
Group (TWG) on Crime 
Prevention by Focusing 
on At-Risk Youth and 
Vulnerable Populations.

Taking part in the rally, 
which started at Lockhart 
Street, were the four 
Explorers Clubs, Mol-
Phil, Shadwell, St. Paul’s 
and St. Peter’s, the Sandy 
Point Bikers Club un-
der the USAID CFYR 
programme, as well as 
delegates to the Eighth 
TWG. The rally was 
held under the theme 
‘Changing community 
norms through youth 
engagement’.

The Hon Richards 
thanked the Ministry 
of National Security, 
Permanent Secretary 
Mr Osmond Petty, 
Commissioner of Police 
Ian Queeley and their 
team of officers respon-
sible for the development 
of the four Explorer clubs, 

and organisers of the 
Sandy Point Bikers Club.

According to the Deputy 
Prime Minister, their 
hard work was reflected 
in the bright faces and 
bright smiles in the young 
people who were present 
at Independence Square, 
as was their bright fu-
ture in a free and safe 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
the wider Caribbean. He 
also applauded the ef-
forts and commitments 
of the parents, guardians, 
teachers, counsellors and 
supporters of the young 
people, and urged them to 
continue being the source 
of positivity and encour-
agement to the country’s 
young people.

“There are certainly 
many other positive pro-
grammes being offered 
by many persons, young 
and old, that quietly play 
their part to reduce crime 
and violence and I invite 

us all to applaud their ef-
forts and to draw nearer 
to their side as we tackle 
the scourge of crime 
together,” said Deputy 
Prime Minister the Hon 
Shawn Richards in his 
conclusion. “To all who 
engage youth and to all 
youth that are engaged, I 
say a huge thank you and 
God bless.”

Joining the youth as the 
rally snaked through the 
streets of Basseterre in-
cluded Prime Minister 
and Minister of National 
Security, Dr the Hon 
Timothy Harris, 
Commissioner of Police 
Ian Queeley, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
Hilroy Brandy, Assistant 
Commissioners of 
Police Andre Mitchell, 
and Terrence James, 
and Crime Reduction 
Specialist Dr Neals 
Chitan.

Deputy Prime Minister Richards making an 
address at the end of the rally at Independence 

Square

Photo hightlights
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Spike in Cyber Attacks on Regional 
Companies and Organizations

With cyber attacks 
on the rise across 
the Caribbean, Chief 
Executive Offi cer of the 
Caribbean Israel Centre 
for Cyber Defense 
(CICCD), Andre 
Thomas, has recom-
mended that authorities 
in Barbados and the 
region make provision 
for enhanced legislation 
and law enforcement 
capacity, to counter the 
issue.

“They’ve been major 
hacks recently in the 
last six weeks. There 
was a major hack in St. 
Maarten, another one in 
Guyana….We’re aware 
of hacks taking place 
all over the region. And 
they’re mostly under-
reported,” he revealed 
yesterday.

Thomas did not iden-
tify which entities came 

under attack, however.

But he noted that the 
region is viewed as an 
easy target by hackers, 
given its limited cyber 
security infrastructure.

While expressing 
concern about the 

reluctance to report such 
incidents, the CICCD 
offi cial maintained that 
insuffi cient training and 
legislative provisions 
were among some of the 
hindrances.

“[Hacks] are underre-
ported because our law 

enforcement agencies, 
though very passion-
ate and very willing to 
make a difference in this 
area, still have areas of 
development in terms of 
being able to deal with 
cybercrime.

“Most of the jurisdic-
tions do not have cy-
bercrime legislation. 
Most of the police de-
partments do not have 
forensic cyber detec-
tion capacity. There’s 

so much that has to 
be done,” Thomas 
explained.

He pledged the orga-
nization’s support to 
assist regional coun-
tries, particularly as the 
General Data Protection 
Regulation, introduced 
by the European Union, 
goes into effect on May 
25.

Under the regula-
tions, a company or 

organisation would be 
held liable for personal 
information belonging 
to an EU citizen or busi-
ness stolen via a cyber-
attack. Included in the 
stipulations would be a 
fi nancial penalty, which 
means the entity would 
have to forfeit four 
per cent of its global 
turnover, or be fi ned a 
maximum of 20 mil-
lion Euros (US$23.6 
million).
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