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From Observer Reports

In a solid show of support for his boss, 
former long-time Nevis Premier the Hon. 
Vance Amory,  said that the relationship 
between Nevis and St. Kitts has been at its 
best ever since the advent of the Team Unity 
Government under Prime Minister the Hon. 
Dr. Timothy Harris.

“I speak to you because I am a firm believer 
in what we did to establish the Team Unity 
Government,”Amory said on May 20 as 
he addressed a packed house at the Prime 
Minister’s Open Forum held at the Edgar T. 
Morris Primary School in Tabernacle

“And I speak to you also because I believe 
that our Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon Timothy 
Harris, is an astute leader. I believe, and the 
evidence is there, that he is capable and he 
has shown it by the way he has managed the 
economics department of this country.” He 
chastised those who think Prime Minister 
Harris does not have people on his side, 
working with him. He dismantled their line 

HARRIS 
UPBEAT

of thought by telling them that all the differ-
ent sectors in the country are running well 
because there is support in the unity of pur-
pose among the Prime Minister and his min-
isters and that anybody is able to see that the 
country is running good. “Under this Team 
Unity Government, the relationship between 
St. Kitts and Nevis, people of the two islands, 
has improved tremendously,” Amory, until 
recently the Premier of Nevis, claimed/

Amory observed that the benefits which the 
people of Nevis have seen and will continue 
to see under the Team Unity Government, 
have left them more than happy and they 
are prepared to “keep this Team Unity 
Government in office when the time comes 
for us to vote again.” He told the hundreds 
assembled at the Edgar T. Morris Primary, 
some following the proceedings from a huge 
screen set outside under a tent, that he had to 
forego his Pentecost Sunday to come to St. 
Kitts because of them (the people) based on 
what they did on the 15th day of February 
2015. He said: “We would not be here talk-
ing to you if you had not seen it fit to make 
the change.”

HON. VANCE 
AMORY 
HONOURED

HECTOR’S 
REASON 
WHY

STORY ON PAGE 11... STORY ON PAGE 17... 
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Revelations
First, there was the Panama papers that shook up the world. Then there was 
Cambridge Analytica.  Now there are the allegations of bribery of Caribbean leaders 
coming out of Europe.   Two local eminent and prominent lawyers, both Queens 
Counsels,  have commented on the issue thus far, and neither has condemned the 
PM.  In fact, one of the QC’s is satisfied that our PM has done nothing wrong.  
That being said, we need to examine the circumstances that lends itself to bad behav-
ior, address  and  ameliorate the factors that convert good men and women into cor-
rupt politicians.  This editorial posits three factors: people’s expectations, the effect 
of power and the treatment of politicians when they leave office in defeat.  However, 
this discussion must never be interpreted as a justification for corruption. Corruption 
is abhorrent in any form. We do not treat former parliamentarians well.  Although the 
law allows a politician who has served two consecutive terms of at least 4 years each 
to qualify for a pension, several such persons in recent history were made to wait on 
the pleasure of the sitting government in order to access that right.  Two threatened 
Court action, one went to the OECS council; one almost lost his house and five 
eventually took refuge overseas. None of them found employment at home.  

Single term politicians get no pension, thus the incentive to achieve a second term is 
so strong that some politicians revert to any means necessary. Peoples’ expectations. 
Everyone expects a handout during the term of a politician, more-so in the period im-
mediately before an election.  Where do we really expect this money to come from? 
The salary of the politician?  Some may give away all of their wages or leave it in the 
Treasury like one politician of yore  is alleged to have done?   Elections are expen-
sive undertakings individually and collectively, and the wages of parliamentarians is 
nowhere sufficient to conduct a campaign.  While the PM is the best paid politician 
in the Federation, he is not among the best paid worker in the country.  Far from!  

Parliamentarians have power, almost absolute power.  Thus, businesses are always 
trying to influence them through gifts of material things and money.  Sometimes it 
is sent directly, sometimes indirectly.  Sometimes they are unsolicited, clearly some-
times they are. Sometimes they are naïvely accepted; sometimes they are taken out 
of greed. In the USA, such businesses employ lobbyists to do his work.  

We strongly believe that the key to stamping out corruption is to enact Campaign 
Financing legislation. Other countries have it and use it effectively although it has 
not been perfect. We can adopt best practices and come up with a law that works for 
us – at minimum to serve as a deterrent.  It does not do the national psyche any good 
for our politicians to be entrapped by “greeks bearing gifts”.   Current Prime Minister 
Harris has challenged former Prime Minister Douglas  to a debate on corruption and 
corrupt practices. We are less interested in a debate.  Instead, let both of them and all 
who would serve, declare their assets and the source of these assets. Let the public 
assess the nature of the pathways taken from rags to riches, and let us decide whether 
to punish or forgive. In forgiving, though, we should never forget or else it is likely 
to happen again. We cannot afford repeats.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 25th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:3

CONT’D FROM PG 18

The Senior Minister, 
who is one of the longest 
serving federal parlia-
mentarians, noted how 
pleased he was to see the 
very many people who 
had attended the Prime 
Minister’s Open Forum. 
He said their presence 
told him that Team Unity 
Government has a cross 
section of support be-
cause he could see many 
young people whom he 
referred to as the future of 
the country.

But he warned every-
one to be aware of those 
he termed as ‘wolves in 
sheep’s clothing’.

“That is not a political 
statement,” noted Amory. 
“It is a statement of reality 
because when we listen to 
those who are parading 
themselves as paragons 
of virtue as if they have 
served this country well, 
when in fact what they 
did was to serve them-
selves.” He added: “That 

is the reason why they 
are so angry because they 
know that they have taken 
out what they know they 
can’t get their hands on 
any more, because Team 
Unity is running this 
country well. We have 
decided, even before we 
got into government, that 
we will be a government 
which will be transpar-
ent, which is responsible, 
and one which improves 
everybody.”

The former Premier ad-
vised the cheering par-
ticipants that those doing 
such mischief knew 
very well that the Team 
Unity Government was 
doing the correct thing, 
but they want to try and 
fool people with their 
sheep’s clothing over 
their wolfi sh behaviour. 
He advised: “That is 
what I want you to guard 
against.” 

The Senior Minister may 
have been referring to 
The Prime Minister’s 
name appearing in a 

London court judgement 
to which legal luminar-
ies have cleared Harris 
of any wrong doing. 
Dr. Henry Browne, a 
highly regarded Queen’s 
Counsel, wrote in a legal 
opinion that  he is “whol-
ly satisfi ed that the Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts & 
Nevis committed no 
criminal act whatsoever.”

Dr. Henry Browne 
QC delivered his legal 
opinion relating to the 
Judgment of Lord Justice 
Holroyde and Mr. Justice 
Dingemans, which was 
given in the High Court 
of Justice (England and 
Wales) on May 11th, 
2018 in regard to Virdee 
& Trutschler v NCA.

In his well-considered 
legal opinion, Queen’s 
Counsel Dr. Henry 
Browne writes, “…It 
is clear beyond a per-
adventure that the Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts & 
Nevis broke no law.  He 
took no bribe.  He gave 
no bribe.  The transcripts 

[of recorded phone 
conversations] amply 
support and prove this 
conclusion.”

Meanwhile the Prime 
Minister continues his 
busy schedule visiting the 
command and offi cers 
Of The Royal St. Kitts 
and Nevis police force in 
Nevis on Tuesday .

There he announced 
several benefi cial com-
mitments to law enforce-
ment offi cers including 
increase in travelling 
allowances, increase 
in displacement allow-
ances, consideration of 
relocation allowances for 
recruits from throughout 
the OECS sub-region and 
making lands available 
for OECS nationals on 
the same terms as nation-
als of St. Kitts and Nevis 
consistent with OECS 
Treaty obligations.

 The Prime minister ap-
pears upbeat. He has 
pledged to do all within 
his power to lead the 

Team Unity Coalition to 
a massive victory in the 
next general elections. “I 
went to the heart of the 
people where it matters 
and from which love 
pours, and established a 
connection that is endur-
ing, and when the time 
comes and I am ready to 
do battle, you the people 
will stand like a regiment 
of soldiers with the lead-
ership of Dr. Timothy 
Harris and I won’t lead 
you astray but I will lead 
you to victory in which I 
am practiced. I will lead 
Team Unity again into 
victory,” Prime Minister 
Harris said.

Dr. Harris delivered 
those strong words when 
he addressed hundreds 
of supporters and well-
wishers from across the 
length and breadth of 
St. Kitts at the  Edgar 
T. Morris Primary 
School open forum in 
Tabernacle.

Throughout his passion-
ate speech, the prime 

minister reminded those 
in attendance of his 
work to garner support 
for each Team Unity 
candidate in the build 
up to the 2015 General 
Election, adding, “It is 
through the work of the 
people that I have done 
so well, which gave me 
confi dence in 2015 to 
literally abandon my 
constituency and go in 
East, in West, in Central, 
in (constituency) four, 
in (constituency) six, 
and everywhere to de-
liver the seats for (Team) 
Unity.”

Placing his confi dence 
in the electorate of 
Constituency Seven 
to return him again 
as its Parliamentary 
Representative, Prime 
Minister Harris told the 
energetic crowd of sup-
porters that, “It will be 
my pleasure as the prime 
minister to ensure the 
victory of each member 
on Team Unity’s plat-
form. For all of them I 
will give my very best.”

Harris Continues upbeat
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 Nevis Artisan Village Officially Opens
By Monique Washington 

Six years after provid-
ing service to tour-
ist and citizens alike 
The Artisan Village, 
at Pinneys officially 
opened on Thursday 
(May 24).

The  ceremony was held 
on the Artisans grounds 
at Pinneys and had hun-
dreds of well wishers in 
attendance. 

The ceremony was en-
hanced with a cooking 
competition involving the 
three high schools on the 
island, in which the Nevis 
Academy out cooked 
their competitors from 
Gingerland Secondary 
School and Charlestown 
Secondary school.

The Artisan Village was 
first established sometime 
in 2012 and was located 
on Old Hospital Road. 
In 2015 the colourful 
wooden huts were moved 

to the permanent home at 
Pinneys. Currently there 
are about 20 artisans at the 
village. Between 2015-
2018 a small cafeteria 
and a covered band stand 
were constructed along 
with restroom facilities.

Following the open cere-
mony the Observer spoke 
with Mildred Williams 
President of the Artisan 
Village who noted that the 
artisans “looked forward” 
to the opening. 

“We were looking for-
ward to the opening 
because we felt that we 
would get exposure. It is 
worth the wait because 
they had to finish the 
project and it very beau-
tiful, a nice environment 
to work in. Its peacefully. 
Unfortunately it’s not the 
time of the year for tour-
ists but tourist will find 
their way here if they are 
looking for a local market 
or attraction to come to,” 
she said. She said that 
the concept of the artisan 

village is for persons to be 
able to purchase locally 
made items. 

“Most of the item are 
locally made, some of 
it isn’t. Some of it is 
Caribbean made but to get 
the variety, we needed to 
include other things oth-
erwise everybody will be 
selling the same thing,” 

she said.

Williams gave a brief de-
scription of items that are 
sold at the Village.

“There are Smoothies, a 
snackette, leather craft, 
spices, soap, the soaps are 
made here and are made 
from specific fragrances, 
art gallery, gifts and 

souvenirs, jewelry, so we 
have an assortment of ev-
erything for everybody.” 
She said that in the future 
they are hoping that there 
will be a shuttle bus ser-
vice from the cruise ships 
in Charlestown to the 
Village.

“Tour operators, 

taxis could bring the tour-
ist here and give them 
a little time to look 
around,” she said. She 
said that the working 
environment is worth 
boasting about. “Where 
else can work and boast 
about the beautiful envi-
ronment that you work 
in,” she said. 
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Dr. Douglas Re-Elected as Head of 
Labour; Liburd His New Deputy

By Loshaun Dixon

Former Prime min-
ister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis the Rt. Hon. Dr. 
Denzil Douglas was 
again elected to lead 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Labour Party (SKNLP) 
with  Marcella Liburd 
becoming the party’s 
fi rst female Deputy 
Leader.

The party held its annual 
conference Sunday with 
other posts also being 
fi lled. The Party elected 
Dr. Terrance Drew as 
Chairman, Meshach 
Alford is the Deputy 
National Chairman, 
Diana Williams as 
National Secretary, 
Shavon Douglas as 
Treasurer, Karen 
Crosman Assistant 
Secretary, Dr. Marcus 
Natta, elected member; 
Javon Liburd, elected 

member and Thamesha 
Fyfi eld, elected member.
The Party also unveiled 
three new candidates for 
the next general elec-
tions. Replacing former 
Deputy Prime Minister 

Earl Asim Martin in 
Constituency One will 
be Dr. Geoffrey Hanley, 
while Kenneth Douglas 
will replace Dr. Norgen 
Wilson in Constituency 
Five and Leon Natta will 
run against Dr. Harris 

in Constituency Seven. 
Speaking at the confer-
ence Dr. Douglas said 
that the party now has 
to fi ght for leadership 
of the country. ”They 
can’t be trusted with the 
resources of our people 
to make sound decisions 
and exercise sound judg-
ment,” he said regarding 
the Harris Government.

He added that the par-
ty’s opponents are only 
serving self-interest 
and not the good of the 
Federation. ”We are 
tired of their inglorious 
posturing for political 
and economic advan-
tages from the Ministers 
of the Team Unity con-
coction. A coalition of 
chaos that is what they 
are a group of mediocre 

men who have banded 
together in order to se-
cure self-interest and 
political viability of their 
individual parties.”

He continued, “The fi sh 
rots from the head and 
Dr. Harris has enshroud-
ed our country with a 
stench of greed, corrup-
tion and nepotism and 
it taints all who defends 
and associate themselves 
with him.”

Dr. Douglas reminded 
party’s membership of 
the legacy on which the 
party was built from its 
founders

“We can’t let Dr. Harris 
make a joke out of the 
sacred inheritance and 
legacy of this the august 
Labour Party and its 
supporters. This would 
mean that Bradshaw 
would have lived and 
died in vein. This con-
coction was the outcome 
of some divine grand 
design like they like to 
pretend it is.

“It was the result of sub-
terfuge, deception of the 
highest order, in which 
one man was willing to 
see the hard won legacy 
of Robert Llewellyn 
Bradshaw and the in-
sightful men who stood 
with him burn to the 
ground.”

He called for the sup-
porters to stand fi rm 

behind the party. “Today 
we gather despite the 
dark cloud hovering 
over our great nation. 
We are gathering at a 
time when the national 
interest has been gravely 
compromised and the in-
ternational standing and 
profi le of our country is 
under serious threat. 

“This could be cause for 
concern for not only just 
our delegates, our sup-
porters, members and 
friends who are gathered 
here in this hall but also 
for every citizen of our 
proud federation of St 
Kitts and Nevis.”

He called on support-
ers to challenge the 
current administration 
on their practices. “We 
must, therefore, com-
rades, we must fi ght the 
Prime Minister and his 
coalition government. 
We must fi ght the greed 
we must fi ght the cor-
ruption, we must fi ght 
the nepotism and the 
vindictiveness. 

“We must fi ght the de-
ception and the national 
embarrassment that has 
been caused by this co-
alition. We are fed up, fed 
up with the scandal after 
scandal that has embat-
tled and denigrated our 
poor nation. We are fed 
up of the failed policies 
of Harris and his coali-
tion administration.”
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Please remit your qualifications to
Ram’s Trading
Attn:  General Manager
P O Box 78

Basseterre

St. Kitts

 

SUPERMARKET MANAGER/ASSISTANT MANAGER 
-Bachelor’s Degree or Diploma in business or related field;
-Minimum 5 years experience in supermarket manage-

ment or related field;
-A personality that thrives on a culture defined by pace, 
passion and Customer Service;
-Excellent personal skills, with a proven ability to work 
collaboratively in a team

VACANCY

Family Matters
By James Gaskell

Charles George Milnes Gaskell, 1842-
1919 is my family hero.  Born in London 
and raised in Yorkshire, he was educated 
at Eton and Cambridge where  a knowl-
edge and love of the classics became a 
part of him.  He was called to the Bar in 
1866, and practiced as a barrister.  He be-
came a Member of Parliament in 1885.  
His constituency was that of Morley 
five miles from Leeds and now incorpo-
rated in it.  After seven years as an MP 
he decided that he could accomplish 
more in local political administration 
so he returned to his beloved Yorkshire 
becoming a member of the West Riding 
of Yorkshire County Council (WRYCC) 
and was soon elected Chairman, a 
post he held for 17 years. This area of 
Yorkshire included Bradford, Leeds and 
Sheffield, the industrial heartland of the 
county.  The population was 2,750,000.  
It was here that his greatest work was 
done.

Unlike many of his background who 
spent their days in pursuit of the pheas-
ant, the grouse,the salmon and the fox, 
Charles thought that his inheritance and 
education brought responsibilities and a 
duty to attempt to improve the lives of 
others.

Health,education and the Rivers Board 
most excited my great grandfather’s 
interest.  That modern word ‘pollution’ 
(of the environment) was well known to 
him.

One does not always realize how long 
problems have existed.  The Rivers 
Board was set up in 1893 after various 
Commissions & Enquiries into the ter-
rible condition of the waterways had 
reported.  

The Bradford Canal, the most notable 
case of extreme pollution on record, 
gave rise to constant sickness. “One 
night” said a Mr. Anderton, “we had 
an escape of gas in one of our bed-
rooms.  We opened the windows to let 
it out, but the stench from outside was 
so intolerable that we shut the windows 
and preferred having the gas to having 
the stench from the Canal”.  Rotting 
carcasses and other refuse gave rise to 
methane gas.  It was a favourite occupa-
tion to set alight the gas which floated on 
the Canal and see blue flames up to six 
feet in height run a distance of 100 yards 
along the water, enveloping the barges in 
their course.  The Commissioners stated 
“With few exceptions the streams of the 
West Riding run with a liquid which has 
more the appearance of ink than of wa-
ter.  The Aire and the Calder are abused 
by passing in to them hundreds of thou-
sands of tons of ash, slag, and cinders 
from steam boiler furnaces, refuse brick 
from brick yards, hundreds of carcasses 
of animals: dogs, cats, pigs.  And by the 

flowing in of many millions of gallons 
a day of water poisoned, corrupted and 
clogged by refuse from mines, chemical 
works … tanning, slaughter house gar-
bage, and sewage of towns and houses.”  
The pollution had been increasing year 
by year for more than 100 years.  The 
attitude of the manufacturers was simply 
that the waterways were there to receive 
and dispose of their effluent and waste.
There were at this stage no laws to com-
pel manufacturers or local authorities 
not to deposit their effluent or sewage in 
the streams and rivers.  Simple appeals 
to desist had no result.  Comprehensive 
Laws and effective enforcement were 
required.  1875 saw a Public Health 
Act, and 1876 The Rivers Pollution 
Prevention Act.  Neither Act was ad-
equate.  Too many exceptions and quali-
fications were allowed.  But by 1893 the 
West Riding Rivers Board was constitut-
ed, and in 1894 received special powers 
to deal with riverine pollution. In 1893 
both Bradford and Halifax discharged 
nearly all their sewage into the Beck 
without treatment and that same year 
1,944 mills discharged their liquid trade 
refuse into streams or sewers.

It was at this time great grandfather  
Charles began his work as Chairman 
of the WR Rivers Board.  It was not 
easy, and was sometimes frustrated by 
inaction.  One man would plead that he 
was too busy to construct purification 
works, another that trade was too slow, 
a third would do something when the 
stream above him was clean, another 
when it was clean below.  Indeed at a 
Royal Commission on Sewage Disposal 
in 1902 a member of the WRY Mill 
Owners Association on  being asked “Is 
the object of the Association to further 
the purification of the rivers?” made re-
ply “I have never seen anything to make 
me think that it is; as far as I know it is to 
fight the Rivers Board”.
In great grandfather’s ten year progress 
report  in 1903 he stated  “We may claim 
to have done something to upset the time 
honoured belief that has existed from the 
earliest times, that the first function of 
a stream is to carry filth away into the 
sea … The work of purification will not 
grow harder as years follow one another. 
The chief burden has lain on our shoul-
ders.  Future philanthropists and states-
men may seek and find the noblest outlet 
for their energies in the embellishment 
of their own county, in enabling men to 
see the light of the sun, to enjoy pure air, 
and pure water, and some day perhaps 
our descendents in the West Riding may 
say with the psalmist “He shall drink of 
the brook by the way:  therefore shall he 
lift up his head”.

Charles was an optimist, and for mat-
ters of river pollution in Yorkshire he 
may have been right.  He surely would 
be shocked at the level of pollution in 

the world today.  Rivers in China, India, 
Indonesia that run black with today’s 
more vicious toxic pollutants destroy-
ing the lives of millions;  the air laden 
with coal dust, diesel and petrol exhaust 
fumes, chemical factory gases, to be 
found in some of the major cities damag-
ing people’s health and shortening lives.  
Familiar to him would be the resistance 
of those in business and politicians to 
a requirement to terminate the practice 
of using the local river as a main drain 
for their untreated effluent.  He would 
not be surprised to hear, as I did from a 
recent TV documentary, that the manag-
ers of some factories that discharged into 
a major river in China, were tipped off 
before inspectors came so that for the 
inspection day they would be running 
clean water into the river, and then upon 
departure of the inspector would revert 
to their usual toxic outflow.  He would 
acknowledge that this happened on his 
watch in the West Riding.

He would be horrified by the inaction 
of the countries of the world to combat 
climate change and loss of biodiversity.  
He would be disturbed and disappointed 
that the UK and five other nations have 
been referred to Europe’s highest court 
for failure to deal with illegal levels of 
air pollution.  But gratified that a legal 
level had been set and that court enforce-
ment was in train.

I hope that he would be pleased to find 
that his great grandson was, through 
these columns, attempting to bring 
greater awareness of environmental 
issues, albeit in a tiny island far from 
Yorkshire.  If he had heard Minister Eric 
Evelyn begging the public not to throw 
things out of their cars onto the roadside, 
he would be shaking his head, ‘useless to 
make such appeals, if you want people 
to do or not do something the only way 
is through legislation with enforceable 
effective sanctions and the political and 

administrative will and capacity to carry 
them out’.

After big rains he would note that the run 
off turned the near coast waters brown, 
denoting a loss of top soil and destruc-
tion of coral reefs.  He would be glad to 
hear that a private citizen had brought 
legal proceedings to prohibit a coastal 
building development, until production 
of an environmental impact assessment 
in respect of the marine environment.  
He would be saddened and a little dis-
concerted that the Administration’s 
Planning Department has to be taken 
to court to compel them to carry out a 
statutory duty designed to protect the 
environment.

He would look at me and say ‘Plus ca 
change, plus c’est la meme chose’, the 
French epigram meaning ‘The more 
things change, the more they stay the 
same’.  And I would say to him ‘That is 
all very well, but when you lose top soil, 
or coral or a species, they are gone.  
Today’s world is nearer to and go-
ing faster towards ecological disaster 
than it was in your time’.

Syndicated columnist
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Robbery 
at Oualie 

deemed “sad 
situation”

By Monique Washington 

A sad situation is what 
the Managing Director 
of  Oualie Beach Resort 
John Yearwood is say-
ing about the recent 
armed robbery at the re-
sort where criminals not 
only raided the vault 
but also robbed and pis-
tol whipped a security 
guard.

Last week police re-
ported two masked 
individuals entered the 
front receptionist area 
with what is believed to 
be a fi rearm. The recep-
tionist was then held at 
gunpoint and forced to 
open the vault. 

A sum of money was 
taken from the vault 
and a number of per-
sonal items, includ-
ing money were also 
taken from the Security 
Guard before the as-
sailants fl ed the scene.
The Offi cers searched 
the immediate and sur-
rounding areas and in-
terviewed a number of 
persons. 

Speaking with 
Yearwood Thursday, he 
said  that this is the fi rst 
time an incident like 
this ever occurred at 
the Resort. He said that 
he was thankful that no 
tourists were involved.

At that time a number 
of persons who were 
visiting the island for 
the Leeward Island 
Master Cricket tour-
nament stayed at the 
Resort.

“It was a quick attack 
and no tourist was 
around,” Yearwood 
said. “The security 
guard was sitting out-
side and  one receptions 

that was inside. It was 
just in and out. They 
got away with some 
petty cash . They Put 
a gun to the reception 
head and asked for the 
money .They hit the se-
curity guard in his head 
and he had to go to the 
hospital . We don’t re-
ally deal with cash, 99 
percent of our transac-
tion is through credit 
card,” he said.

Yearwood said that 
these crimes of rob-
bery  might be attrib-
uted to the assailants 
being unable to fi nd a 
job.

Just three days pri-
or offi cers from the 
Charlestown Police 
Station responded to 
a report of an armed 
robbery taking place 
at New Vibes, Real 
Vibes Bar located on 
Government Road, at 
about 3:40 p.m. 

According to a report 
two masked assailants 
armed with pistols en-
tered the bar where a 
number of persons were 
gathered and demanded 
money. They pointed 
their weapons at the 
bartender and took the 
cash register before 
making their escape.

 Having gotten some 
distance away, they re-
portedly fi red several 
shots into the air. No 
one was injured. Since 
then police were able to 
nab four suspects how-
ever three were released 
and Teekaram Dindial 
of Stoney Grove was 
charged for the offence 
of Armed Robbery.

As of press time no one 
has been arrested in 
relation to the Oualie 
robbery.
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Social Security Makes Generous 
Donation to Nevis’ Health Sector

By Monique Washington 

The  St. Christopher and Nevis 
Social Security Board has donat-
ed a brand new Toyota bus and a 
Electrocardiogram (ECG) unit to the 
health sector in Nevis.

A presentation ceremony was held 
Friday ( May 18) at the Social 
Security Offi ce at Pinney’s. 
Social Security annually contributes 
EC $100,000 towards health care, as 
well as providing many other pieces 
of medical equipment.

The Junior Minister of Health Hazel 
Brandy-Williams said that for the 
past 13 years Social Security has part-
nered with the Ministry of Health  in 
terms of providing assistance. 

“Over the years Social Security has 
continued to give generously. At pres-
ent we have two ECG machines and I 
think we have a need for some more 
. I am happy that Social Security has 
taken the lead role in giving us one 
of the many that we are looking for,” 

she said. 

In continuing she said that “if we are 
to maintain good health in our nation, 
then our people will be able to live 
healthy lives, and they’ll be in a better 
position to give back to society. We 
have to applaud the efforts of Social 
Security for maintaining that connec-
tion and that contract with us, with 
health and healthcare in Nevis.”

Health Department Medical Offi cer 
Dr Judy Nisbett noted how timely 
both donations were. “We need to 
go out into the community to meet 
persons  where they live ,where they 
work and where they play and to do 
this means that we need means of 
transportation for our various activi-
ties. We are therefore grateful for this 
donation,” she said.

Dr. Nisbett said that in effort to pro-
vide great health care to every person 
on the island who  suffers from chron-
ic health issues their hearts needs to 
be monitored on a regular basis. The 
ECG machine will help with this. She 
noted that the new machine will be 
placed at one of the Health Centres 

on the island.  

Assistant Director of the Nevis Branch 
of the St. Christopher and Nevis 
Social Security Board Vernell Powell 
said that Social Security over that 
past years has upheld “its social con-
tract that we have with the people of 
the Federation”. 

“Your contributions towards Socials 

Security allows us to fulfi l our so-
cial promise and it is beyond doubt 
that we have ensured that our social 
tentacles have touched every area of 
human existence. Over the years we 
have focused heavily on education 
and health care because the survival 
of Social Security and the growth of 
our Federation hinge on healthy and 
educated people”, Powell said.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 25th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:11

Vance Amory Feted for Decades of 
Service to Nevis... He’s Not Done Yet

By Monique Washington 

Friends and colleagues 
of the former Premier 
of Nevis Vance Amory 
showed their apprecia-
tion with a reception in 
celebration of his 30 years 
as an elected parliamen-
tarian in the Nevis Island 
Assembly.

The event was held on 
Tuesday (May 22) at the 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Centre NEPAC. The day 
also marked Amory’s 
69th birthday. The event 
was hosted by his long 
time friend Rodney 
Elliott.  Amory stands 
as the longest serving 
Premier in Nevis, from 
1992 -2006 and again 
from 2013-2017.

Speaking with the 
Observer on Thursday  
Elliott said that she want-
ed to acknowledge her 
friend of more than 47 
years.

“I owe it to him because 
he has been very good 
to me and my children. 
WeHon  Amory celebrat-
ed for years of friendship 
and service to the people 
of Nevis

By Monique Washington 

Friends and colleagues 
of the former Premier of 
Nevis Hon Vance Amory 
showed their appreciation 
to the states man with an 
appreciation reception in 
celebration of 30 years as 
an elected parliamentar-
ian In the Nevis Island 
Assembly. The event 

was held on Tuesday 
(May 22) at the Nevis 
Performing Arts Center 
NEPAC. The day also 
marked Amory’s 69th 
birthday. The event was 
hosted by his long time 
friend Rodney Elliott. 
Amory , who stands 
as the longest serving 
Premier in Nevis became 
Premier in 1992 -2006 
and again  2013-2017.

Speaking with the 
Observer on Thursday 
(May 24) Elliott said that 
she wanted to acknowl-
edge her friend who has 
been good to her over the 
past 47 years.

“I owe it to him because 
he has been very good to 
me and my children .We 
have been friends for over 
47 years, since I was a 
little girl. He has been 
there by my side with 
my four children and no 
matter what I need and 
he has it he always gives 
me. I told myself this is 
his time  and I want to 
acknowledge him for all 
his kindness and good-
ness he has done for me 
and children over my life. 
He has stood as a brother, 
a friend, a father, every-
thing to me,” she said.

Elliott said that she had 
been planning the sur-
prise event for over five 
months. She said she told 
few persons during the 
planning stage to ensure 
the surprise would be 
kept a secret.  She added 
that Amory was presented 
with a cricket bat and ball 
that was signed by all the 
persons he played over 

three decades ago. Along 
with the cricketing items 
he was presented with a 
candle that symbolizing 
his years of service at 
the Anglican church as a 
server. Plaques and other 
gifts were also presented 
to Amory.

Speaking at the event, 
Premier of Nevis Hon 
Mark Brantley said that 
Amory was “indeed a 
great individual”

“ Look at our Airport , 
look at our Seaport , look 
at our roads, look at our 
civil service , look at our 
off shore sector , look at 
the length and breadth 
of this beautiful island 
of ours and you see the 
DNA of Vance Amory. 
So really there is not a lot 
that I can say , there is not 
a  lot that words can ex-
press . I believe that Nevis 
has only once produced 
someone in whom the el-
ements were so combined 
that all of us, friends and 
foe cam say in on accord 
that indeed this is a great 
individual,” he said.

Amory said that the being 
recognized and being ap-
preciated made him feel 
special. 

“I feel special. It must 
mean that there is some-
thing special in whatever 
I have done for Rodney. 
it was not with any in-
tention of getting any 
recognition. 

Amory reminded persons 
no to “ forget  I still have 
another year and some-
thing in public service 

and I intend to do as well 
as I can for the people of 
St Kitts and Nevis.” 

 have been friends for 
over 47 years, since I was 
a little girl. He has been 
there by my side with my 
four children and no mat-
ter what I need and he has 
it, he always gives me.

“ I told myself this is his 
time  and I want to ac-
knowledge him for all his 
kindness and goodness 
he has done for me and 
children over my life. He 
has stood as a brother, a 
friend, a father, every-
thing to me,” she said.

Elliott said that she had 
been planning the sur-
prise event for more than 
five months. She said she 
told few persons during 
the planning stage to en-
sure the surprise would be 
kept a secret.   She added 
that Amory was presented 

with a cricket bat and ball 
that was signed by all the 
persons he played over 
three decades-ago. Along 
with the cricketing items 
he was presented with a 
candle that symbolizing 
his years of service at 
the Anglican church as a 
server. Plaques and other 
gifts were also presented 
to him.

Speaking at the event, 
Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley said that Amory 
was “indeed a great 
individual”

“ Look at our Airport , 
look at our Seaport , look 
at our roads, look at our 
civil service, look at our 
off shore sector, look at 
the length and breadth 
of this beautiful island of 
ours and you see the DNA 
of Vance Amory.  “So re-
ally there is not a lot that I 
can say , there is not a  lot 
that words can express 

. I believe that Nevis 
has only once produced 
someone in whom the el-
ements were so combined 
that all of us, friends and 
foe can say in on accord 
that indeed this is a great 
individual,” he said.

In response Amory said 
being recognized and be-
ing appreciated made him 
feel special. 

“I feel special. It must 
mean that there is some-
thing special in whatever 
I have done for Rodney. 
it was not with any in-
tention of getting any 
recognition.”

Amory reminded every-
one not to  forget  “I still 
have another year and 
something in public ser-
vice and I intend to do 
as well as I can for the 
people of St Kitts and 
Nevis.” 
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j o b  o v e r v i e w
Marketing Executive with experience in market planning and executing marketing strategies

main duties and responsibilities
-  Lead the marketing planning process to ensure the marketing plans deliver all the set KPIs    
-  Optimize budget allocation and initiatives across the year to achieve business objectives.  
-  Drive the planning process and execute all marketing campaigns 
-  Ensure activities have measurable targets;
 complete dashboard templates for measurement and comparison.
-  Execution of all local marketing campaigns
-  Assessing local needs and requirements 
-  Communication management (external) 
-  Seeking go to market plans approvals from marketing manager 
-  Prepare localized OpCo advertising campaign 
-  Manage all marketing, sponsorship and staff expectation

education and experience
3-5 years’ experience in marketing planning with evidence of delivering effective marketing strategies and 
programmes across complex global/regional marketing organisations. Business or marketing degree or equivalent.

© 2017 Digicelgroup.com All Rights Reserved.

To apply for this position, you should forward your resume to:recruitment.digicelstkitts@digicelgroup.com
Reply By:  May 31, 2018

PLEASE NOTE THAT ONLY SHORT LISTED CANDIDATES WILL BE CONTACTED.

Digicel St. Kitts is looking for a top candidate to fill the role of Marketing Executive

we're hiring

 From the Supervisor of Elections. 
Issue No 56: Absentee voting?

Over a decade ago, dur-
ing consultations on 
electoral reform, the 
people of St Kitts and 
Nevis commented on 
the issue of the over-
seas voters, (OVs).  As 
a reminder, this is the 
20% or so of our voting 
population that resides 
overseas.

In commenting, 86% 
of the then respondents 
re-affi rmed the rights of 
nationals overseas to re-
tain their voting rights; 
and of that number, 55% 
advised not to impose 

any conditionality.

For the 14% who op-
posed overseas partici-
pation, and the 45% who 
wanted conditionality, 
they may want to look 
at the several recom-
mendations, none of 
which were seriously 
considered – until now.  
Among these recom-
mendations made to the 
Commissioners was: 
establish either an ad-
ditional constituency or 
convert one of the exist-
ing ones to an “at large” 
constituency to accom-
modate voters residing 
overseas.

They also recommended 
the introduction of ab-
sentee, proxy, postal or 
electronic voting, with 
the actual voting be-
ing done at embassies, 
consulates or other des-
ignated places.  It was 

then too that the concept 
of a 3 – 6 month resi-
dency requirement was 
mentioned.

In 2018, we are revisit-
ing the issue by virtue 
of an amendment that 
was introduced into 
the National Assembly.  
That amendment sug-
gests that overseas 
voters must satisfy a 6 
month residency. This 
does not seem to be sit-
ting well with the voting 
population.

In the event that the Bill 
fails in the House; and 
to facilitate meaningful 
discussion, we will take 
a look at some of the 
proposed alternatives 
to keep the OVs vot-
ing.  Any solution must 
be underpinned by an 
acceptance that the elec-
tion process will have to 
start much earlier than 

we are accustomed to, 
and a fi xed date would 
be most handy. 

If we are to allow OVs 
to vote overseas, then 
ballots must be prepared 
and distributed with 
enough advance time to 
be returned for count-
ing on polling night. 
Alternately, they may be 
counted on site and the 
results returned, but time 
zones would have to be 
considered for such a 
count.  A 7:00am – 6:00 
pm poll today means a 
means an all-nighter in 
Taiwan unless we use 
their 7am – 6 pm. 

Then there is the ques-
tion of where to vote if 
we use postal or proxy 
votes, or even electronic. 
Some say at the embas-
sies or Consulates, and 
that makes sense. But 
how will the people get 

to these places. As I un-
derstand it, there are 7 
embassies and 16 con-
sulates abroad. There is 
no guarantee that these 
places are as accessible 
as we would want. The 
embassy in the USA is 
in Washington DC, with 
consuls in New York, 
California, Philadelphia 
and the USVI, but our 
OVs live all over the US. 
What do we do in places 
where we have no con-
sulate but people who 
wish to vote? 

Besides, how do we en-
sure, with postal votes 
send to a 5-person 
household, it is actually 
5 persons voting and 
not one person voting 5 
times?  How do we en-
sure secure delivery of 
ballots on time?  How 
does the Supervisor 
of Elections main-
tain control of such a 

decentralized operation? 
What if a petition arises?

Proxy votes will destroy 
the secrecy of the vote 
and can be discarded 
immediately. 

Elections are expen-
sive undertakings. Our 
last elections, the Nevis 
Island Elections, cost 
close to $150K to ad-
minister. It will cost the 
government much more 
to keep OVs voting any 
other way than what is 
being currently done. 
What campaigning costs 
the political parties is 
a different matter and 
entirely outside of my 
remit.

We will do what it takes 
to ensure one person 
gets one vote in the right 
place and to ensure fair-
ness for all.
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CLASSIFIEDS  C

Vacancy

Smile Care Dental Clinic 
is Seeking an Edodontist/
General Dentist Please 
contact 661-7170 
Email:hermanevis@
yahoo.com

Vacancy

New Cut Barber Shop

looking for one 
hairdresser

Contact # 669-4902

Vacancy

Seamstress Needed 

Contact:664-2007

Vacancy

Water Sports Operator

Tel: 765-3600

Vacancy

Champion Bar

Mixologist

Telephone: 6658162

Vacancy

Flagkah Yis BaberShop

Need One Barber

Tel: 663-3635

Vacancy

At Cocoa Baricia     
One Sale Person with 
4 years experience 
contact: 869765131

NRFCS Hosts 3rd Open Day 
with Plans to Embrace 

Climate Technology
By Monique Washington 

The New River 
Farmers’ Cooperative 
Society (NRFCS) held 
its third annual open 
day on Friday on their  
New River farm under 
the theme “New River 
Farmers Embracing 
Climate Technology”  
The event was held as 
part of the Ministry 
of Agriculture’s 
Agriculture Awareness 
Month.

A wide variety of veg-
etables and fruits were 
on sale while patrons 
enjoyed entertainment 
from local performers. 

The Cooperative con-
sist of more  30 crop 
farmers, one egg farmer 
and one individual 
that owns and sells a 
wide variety of animals 

(donkeys, sheep, land 
turtles, chicken, ducks, 
etc). The farmers grow 
bananas, watermelons, 
eggplants, tomatoes, 
cantaloupes, honeydew 
and cucumbers. 

Speaking at the event 
President of the 
Cooperative Merla 
Isles, said that the Co-
op is embracing techni-
cal training   in an effort 
to provide quality ser-
vice and product to the 
general public. 

“We the members of the 
cooperatives have rec-
ognized the fast move-
ment in the development 
of the agriculture indus-
try. Hence we embrace 
such changes and we 
move in that direction 
of improving growth 
and development of 
our farmers through 
technical training to 

understand the barriers 
and benefits preparing 
excellent agriculture fa-
cilities providing quali-
ty service and product,” 
she said.

In continuing she re-
vealed the goals for 
the cooperative. “Our 
goal is to enhance our 
product and to build the 
interest of our young 
generation. Agriculture 
is not just getting your 
hands dirty. It goes be-
yond that as it gives pro-
vision for technology, 
plants, specialist and 
much more,” she said .

Permanent Secretary 
in Agriculture Huey 
Sargeant, who also 
spoke at the event, 
quoted part of a speech 
from the Prime Minister 
of Dominica  Roosevelt 
Skerrit on the issues of 

climate change.

“We in this part of the 
world are on the front of 
climate change. Climate 
change is real. Water 
is harder to harvest the 
weather patterns are not 
stable and from year 
to year these changing 
climacteric conditions 
make it harder for farm-
ers to produce the many 
items you see here on 
sale today.”

Sargeant said that the 
ministry has to embrace 
climate smart technolo-
gy. He added that at the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
“we encourage the 
adoption of climate 
smarts technologies 
and techniques as it is 
the only way as it Is the 
only way farmers can 
continue produce abun-
dantly the food we eat.”
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Guyana National 
Denied Bail for 
Armed Robbery 

By Monique Washington 

Twenty-two  year 
old Guyana 
National  Teekaram 
Dindial will be sitting in 
Her Majesty’s Prisons 

for a while after the 
Magistrate, Yasmine 
Clarke has denied the bail 
application on the charge 
of  armed robbery. 

Dindial was charged of 
May 17 following an 

armed robbery at Vibes 
Bar on Government Road. 
According to a police 
press release, “Following 
the incident, four persons 
were taken into Police 
custody for questioning. 
Three were subsequently 

released and on May 17, 
2018.

 Teekaram Dindial 
of Stoney Grove was 
charged with the offence 
of Armed Robbery. 

Offi cers from the 
Charlestown Police 
Station responded to a re-
port of an armed robbery 
taking place at the New 
Vibes, Real Vibes Bar on 
Government Road, Nevis 
at about 3:40 p.m. on 
Monday, May 14.”

It further states that the 
investigations to date 
has revealed that several 
masked assailants armed 
with what appeared to 
be pistols entered the bar 
where a number of per-
sons were gathered and 
demanded money. 

They pointed their weap-
ons at the bartender and 
took the cash register be-
fore making their escape. 
Having gotten some dis-
tance away, they report-
edly fi red several shots 
into the air but no  one 
was injured. The Police 
are currently continuing 
to investigate into the 
matter.

The young man appeared 
at the Magistrate’s court in 
Charlestown on Tuesday 
(May 22) with his defence 

attorney Robelto Hector.

Hector told the court that 
Dindial,  who is a national 
of Guyana but has spent 
the last 21 years in Nevis, 
has “strong social tides.” 
He noted that Dindial 
was brought up in the 
Baptist church and had 
an unblemished criminal 
record. He said that his 
client lives with both of 
his parents and will not 
pose as a fl ight risk as he 
is willing to hand over his 
travelling documents. He 
reminded the court that 
the charge at this time is 
just allegations.

Police Prosecution head-
ed by Inspector Eurita 
Collins-Percival said 
that Dindial should not 
be granted bail because 
of the seriousness of the 
offence. She said that 
Dindial is being accused 
of driving the vehicle the 
day of the robbery and to 
date the weapon has not 
been found as yet. She 
noted that it was best to 
keep Dindial in custody 
for his own protection.

Magistrate Clarke agreed 
and denied Dindial’s ap-
plication for bail because 
of the seriousness of the 
charge.  No one else as yet 
has been charged in rela-
tion to this incident.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 25th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:13

PM Browne Defends CBI Programmes
By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of Antigua 
and Barbuda Gaston 
Browne has blasted crit-
ics of the citizenship-by- 
investment programmes 
(CBI) indicating the 
schemes practiced by 
fi ve Caribbean territories 
have diversifi ed those 
economies.

Browne, who was 

speaking in St. Kitts at 
the Caribbean Investment 
Summit in defence of the 
regions CBIs, said since 
the programmes began 
in the region they have 
been unfairly critiqued. 
“Almost from incep-
tion the Citizenship By 
Investment Programme 
faced a barrage of deni-
gration and misinforma-
tion from those intent 
from their own narrow 
purposes on killing it.” He 

indicated that those who 
slam the programmes 
show no concern for the 
welfare of the people 
that are benefi ting. “The 
opponents marred the 
CIP, they vilifi ed it and 
they embarked upon a 
propaganda campaign to 
topple it. Those who did 
so and continue to do so 
today, show no concern 
whatsoever to CBI rev-
enues to the welfare of 
our people,” Browne said. 

Browne highlighted ways 
in which CBI has ben-
efi ted the region. “They 
include pension payments 
and health care for el-
derly, education, scholar-
ships for the young and 
infrastructure for all.”

He added that CBI has 
been signifi cant in assist-
ing the smaller countries 
of the region. “CBI is an 
industry and should be 
seen as an industry an 

industry that has assisted 
us in diversifying our 
economies especially the 
smaller countries of the 
Caribbean that are heavily 
on tourism.”

Addressing whether there 
can be harmony among 
countries involved in CBI 
despite being in competi-
tion, Browne said there 
has to be cooperation.“ 
The very nature of the 
programmes and per-
ceived risks mandates 
that there be collaboration 
and cooperation among 
Caribbean States, and to 
ensure that we harmonize 
our programmes espe-
cially when it comes to 
due diligence because we 
are as strong as our weak-
est link.” He explained 
that if one country within 
the Caribbean falters with 
the CBI programme then 
it has implications for all. 
“Because the external 
community is looking at 
us as a region, and not 
necessarily as individual 
states.” He continued, 
“We run programmes that 
are fully transparent and 
accountable to ensure that 
our programmes are well 
governed and we do not 
compromise our due dili-
gence, which is perhaps 
the most critical element 
of our programmes.”

CEO of the St. Kitts and 
Nevis CBI Les Khan  
indicated that there is al-
ready some level of har-
monizing with respects to 
the CBI programmes. He 
added, “This unity was 
effective and it did not di-
minish our countries’ in-
dividual strength or their 
respective national best 
interest. In fact, coming 

together and standing and 
acting in unity are acts 
of self-preservation for 
the Caribbean and there is 
no reason why this model 
of unity cannot be equally 
applied to the Citizenship 
by Investment industry 
across the region.”

Khan noted that the 
region’s response to 
the recent report by 
the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation 
and Development 
(OECD) suggesting that 
CBI and residency by in-
vestment programmes be 
listed as ‘high-risk’, is an 
example  of unison. 

“We have heard media 
reports about a race to 
the bottom. CIPA has had 
a strong discussion on 
the subject and while we 
publicly did not produce 
a statement, we strongly 
agreed that any reduction 
below the current levels 
is counterproductive and 
would undermine the 
integrity of the global 
brands that our respective 
CBIs have successfully 
built. This is the nature of 
the kind of unity to which 
the theme refers.

The summit was held late 
last week, and brought 
together government 
offi cials from the fi ve 
Citizenship by Investment 
(CBI) jurisdictions in the 
Caribbean, government 
representatives from 
Malta and Cyprus, two 
southern European coun-
tries that offer economic 
citizenship programmes, 
as well as developers, 
service providers, inter-
national marketing agents 
and potential investors.
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MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
Leadership & Innovation, Logistics & 
Supply Chain Management, Marketing 
& Sales, Project Management • Option 
to earn both an MBA and MBM in 24 
months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 

Apple iPad 

Mini 4 

(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office:

No. 1 

in the UK 
for Value-added

(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma

Specialisms: Finance, Hospitality, HRM and Marketing 

BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)

BA Sales Management (Top-up) 

BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)

PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

The Edinburgh Doctorate 

in Business Administration 

(DBA) Regional workshops conducted by 

Edinburgh Faculty

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science

MSc Construction Project

 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  

 Engineering

MSc Health and Social Care

Lessons Learnt Workshop Hosted 
Ahead of Hurricane Season

By Loshaun Dixon

In advance of the ap-
proaching 2018 hurri-
cane season the National 
Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) and 
other disaster manage-
ment and response 
agencies have hosted a 
workshop on disaster 
management dubbed 
“Lesson Learnt.”

 The workshop took place 
at the NEMA HQ in Lime 
Kiln on Thursday and 
comes one week before 
the offi cial start of the 
Hurricane season June 1. 
The Caribbean region is 
still feeling the impacts 
of the catastrophic 2017 
season and experts have 
already sounded a warn-
ing bell about the current 
season.

Weather experts have 

forecast that this Atlantic 
Hurricane Season will be 
slightly above average, 
similar to that of 2017. 
Predictions approxi-
mate between 14 and 18 
named storms of which 
seven may become 
hurricanes.

Senior Met offi cer Elmo 
Burke said, “Persons are 
reminded that not all of 
those systems are likely 
to affect St. Kitts-Nevis, 
nor even develop as pre-
dicted, however the key 
to remember in all of this 
is to be prepared for any 
and everything possible.”

According to NEMA lo-
cal and regional” after 
action” reviews of the 
2017 Atlantic Hurricane 
Season calls for stake-
holders to share lessons 
learnt so as to better pre-
pare local communities 
and businesses to engage 

in ongoing mitigation. 
The effort is being jointly 
led by NEMA and St. 
Kitts-Nevis Red Cross 
Society.

 Deputy National 
Disaster Coordinator 
Claricia Stevens-Langley 
said that the workshop 
for part of their disas-
ter preparedness activ-
ity. ”The Workshop on 
Lessons Learnt  is part 
of the NEMA’s annual 
preparedness actions 
in our role as Disaster 
Coordinators,” 

 She added that the Nevis 
Disaster Management 
Department (NDMD) 
will be partnering on the 
programme as well.“It is 
against this background, 
that we encourage all of 
our critical stakeholders 
to make a very special ef-
fort to participate in this 
exercise,” concluding 

that the goal is to 
strengthen the Nation’s 
ability to respond to the 
threat of and/or impact 
of hazards.

The 2018 hurricane sea-
son in the Atlantic Basin 
runs from June 1 through 
November 30.

In 2017 Hurricanes Irma 
and Maria formed mere 
weeks apart caused 

widespread destruction 
throughout the region 
with the Irma leaving 
Barbuda all but inhab-
itable while the Maria 
caused severe dam-
age in Dominica and 
Puerto Rico, causing 
catastrophic damage and 
loss of dozens of lives.

The named storms 
for 2018 hurricane 
season are Alberto, 

Beryl, Chris, Debby, 
E r n e s t o , F l o r e n c e , 
Gordon, Helene, Isaac, 
Joyce, Kirk, Leslie, 
Michael, Nadine, Oscar, 
Patty, Rafael, Sara, Tony, 
Valerie and William. If 
more than twenty-one 
named tropical cyclones 
occur in the Atlantic 
basin in a season, addi-
tional storms will take 
names from the Greek 
alphabet.
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Cricket: Development Bank 
giving women in the Leeward 
Islands an equal opportunity

(DBSKN)

As the Leeward Islands 
Women Cricket team 
prepares for the forth-
coming West Indies 
Women Cricket 
Championship that will 
be held in Jamaica next 
month, Development 
Bank of St. Kitts and 
Nevis (DBSKN) has 
been commended for the 
support it continues to of-
fer to cricket.

“Let me thank the 

Development Bank of 
St. Kitts and Nevis for 
their continued support 
to women’s cricket in 
the Leeward Islands and 
also the West Indies,” 
said Mr Vernon Springer, 
Director of Cricket 
Operations for the 
Leeward Islands Cricket 
Board. “The importance 
of the bank participat-
ing with us came on 
board about two years, 
and the programme has 
grown from strength to 
strength.” Mr Springer 
made the remarks on 

Wednesday May 16 
when he received from 
the Marketing Offi cer at 
the Development Bank 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
Ms Vernitha Maynard, 
the bank’s sponsorship 
cheque of US$5,000.00 
for the Leeward Islands 
Women Cricket team. 
“The support from the 
Development Bank is 
in the form of assisting 
with the uniforms and 
training camp and ev-
erything else that comes 
with preparing their team 
for a cricket West Indies 

tournament which will be 
held in Jamaica,” said Mr 
Springer. “This tourna-
ment will run from June 
7 to June 25 and it will 
be a two-format tourna-
ment where there will 
be a T-20 phase of the 
tournament and then 
there will be a Super-50 
phase of the tournament. 
The Leeward Islands will 
be competing against 
their counterparts, the 
Windward Islands, 
Barbados, Jamaica, 
Trinidad and Tobago, 

and Guyana.”

The Leeward Islands 
Women Cricket team 
is currently in Antigua 
where, according to Mr 
Springer, they will have 
two T-20 trial games 
and three 50 over trial 
games. A selection panel 
chaired by Mr Stuart 
Williams, who is also 
the assistant coach for 
the Cricket West Indies 
Women’s team, will 
name the squad to travel 
to Jamaica. St. Kitts has 
eight players and Nevis 
has three players at the 
camp.

The Development Bank 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
(DBSKN) fi rst came on 
board in 2016 when it 
sponsored the Leeward 
Islands Women Cricket 
team which competed 
for the fi rst time in the 
West Indies Women 
Cricket Championship 
that was held in Guyana. 
A Nevisian, Senaldo 
Willett, was the vice-
captain and is expected 
to hold the same position 
this year.

While making the pre-
sentation, Ms Vernitha 
Maynard said that the 
Development Bank was 
proud of the giant strides 
women in the Leeward 
Islands and in particu-
lar the Federation of St. 

Kitts and Nevis are mak-
ing in the game of cricket 
which had largely been 
dominated by men.

“At the Development 
Bank of St. Kitts and 
Nevis we believe in giv-
ing equal opportunity 
to all and so far we are 
pleased that our contri-
bution has been making 
a sustained difference in 
the fi eld of cricket,” said 
Ms Maynard. “Women 
have made great contri-
butions in other spheres 
of development and 
the Board of Directors 
and Management at 
the Development Bank 
would have given them 
support in every step 
of the way, and cricket 
should be no exception.”

The Marketing 
Offi cer noted that the 
Development Bank of 
St. Kitts and Nevis has 
been supporting the 
game of cricket over the 
years as it saw the posi-
tive effect it had on the 
youth who engaged in 
the game, as many of 
them have risen and are 
playing cricket at higher 
levels. She concluded by 
saying: “Our boys have 
done it, and now it is 
time for our girls to be 
given the chance to do it. 
We are with them all the 
way.”

 Ms Vernitha Maynard presents Development Bank’s sponsorship cheque to 
Mr Vernon Springer.

Flashback: The fi rst Leeward Islands Women Cricket team pictured at the 
RLB International Airport in 2016 on its way to Guyana.
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 Sugar Girls 
Off to Strong 

Start in 
World Cup 
Qualifying

Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
national women’s foot-
ball team has made a 
winning start in their 
quest for World Cup 
Qualifi cation beating 
Dominica and Grenada in 
their two opening games 
in Trinidad and Tobago.

The Sugar Girls are cur-
rently competing in 
Group C of CONCACAF 
Caribbean Women’s 
World Cup qualifying at 
the Ato Boldon Stadium 
in Couva, Trinidad.

On Saturday St. Kitts 
and Nevis opened its 
campaign with a hard-
fought  2-1 victory over 
Dominica. Brittney 
Lawrence gave the Sugar 
Girls an early lead with 
her eighth  minute effort. 
The Dominicans then 
brought the game back 
on terms two minutes 
later with a strike from 
Romelcia Phillip.
Lawrence was again on 
the score sheet coming up 
with the eventual winning 
goal and evaded the on-
rushing goalkeeper before 
fi nishing in the empty net.
According to reports both 
teams kept up the pres-
sure and continued to 
search for further goals 
but were not successful in 
the second half.
Wednesday the Sugar 
Girls put in a command-
ing performance to secure 
a second victory beating 
Grenada 10-0 at the same 
venue.

The Trinidad Guardian 
reports that hat-tricks 
from Cloey Uddenberg 

and Brittney Lawrence 
and a brace from 
Phoenetia Browne guided 
the Federation to a con-
vincing 10-0 victory over 
Grenada.
The win took St Kitts 
and Nevis to six points 
in the group, level with 
the host,  but Trinidad 
and Tobago’s had a larger 
goal difference.
St Kitts and Nevis will 
face the host on Friday for 
supremacy in the group, 
with the winner advanc-
ing to the next round of 
the qualifi ers.
Trinidad and Tobago 
cruised to a 10-0 victory 
over the US Virgin Islands 
in their opening game. 
They defeated Dominica 
3-0 on Wednesday 
evening.

Head coach of the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Earl Jones 
speaking after the team’s 
fi rst win was happy at the 
victory. “Our girls stuck 
to the game plan and it 
was an excellent result 
for us,” Jones said to 
CONCACAF.com.
He added, “It’s always 
positive to start on a 
winning note because it 
brings more energy to 
the team going forward. 
We had a similar result 
against Dominica in the 
Caribbean Challenge 
Series but I thought 
Dominica was better to-
night. But we put in a lot 
of work and the girls de-
served the win.”

Trinidad and Tobago head 
coach Jamaal Shabazz 
had reported that the 
Sugar Girls will be his 
side’s stern test.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 25th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:18



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 25th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:17

Hamilton Calls for 
Action on Skyrocketing 

Healthcare Cost
By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts and Nevis 
Health Minister the 
Hon. Eugene Hamilton 
has called for countries 
globally to mitigate 
against skyrocketing 
healthcare costs.

Hamilton was speaking 
at the 71st World Health 
Assembly in Geneva 
Switzerland. He said 
global political deci-
sions about food, nu-
trition and medication 
have had their direct ad-
verse impact on Global 
health. 

“Nation states there-
fore must take the re-
sponsibility to ensure 
alleviation against the 
escalating Healthcare 
costs and effects of such 
decisions, and should 
at every turn, engage in 
influencing such deci-
sions for the benefit of 
mankind,” Hamilton 
said.

He then highlighted 
the gains made in the 
Federation in that re-
gard. “To achieve 
these high ideals, we 
have partnered with 
the University of the 
West Indies Health 
Economics Unit, to 
design and implement 
a program that is sup-
ported by our citizens 
and residents; one that 
is sustainable techni-
cally and financially
He disclosed that a 
team is currently on the 
ground in the Federation 
and are engaging stake-
holders, gathering data 
and preparing a plan 
to recommend options 
to the Cabinet.  “In St. 
Kitts & Nevis, Universal 
Health Care Coverage, 
will entail the provision 
of a package of essential 
health services that are 
accessible to all citizens 
across the life course 
for communicable and 

non- communicable 
diseases.”

Hamilton disclosed 
that the government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis has 
sought partnership with 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) in the instal-
lation of a Chronic 
Kidney Disease 
Programme to address 
the growing need for 
Haemodialysis.

He said the partnership 
should result in the de-
creasing need for costly 
and intrusive responses 
to Renal diseases.

The Health Minister 
explained that in or-
der to have success-
ful Universal Health 
Coverage one main 
requirement will be an 
adequate health infor-
mation system and re-
cruitment of appropriate 
human resources to de-
liver quality healthcare 
services.  “Here again 
our reliable ally, Taiwan 
has already partnered 
with us in establishing 
the critical infrastruc-
ture that meets that 

objective,” he said.

He then thanked the 
government of Taiwan 
for providing the exper-
tise as an experienced 
Global partner in deliv-
ering Universal Health 
Coverage to their citi-
zens and residents. “We 
look forward to their 
support not only in 
our country but in this 
global setting if only 
because disease knows 
no borders.”

Hamilton noted the 
Federation is seek-
ing substantial fund-
ing in the fight against 
Non-Communicable 
Diseases (NCD’s), cli-
mate change and oth-
ers. “My country needs 
and seeks significant 
resource support to bol-
ster the core capacities 
to effectively respond 
to epidemics of NCDs 
and Addictions, Climate 
Change, New and Re-
Emerging Infections, 
and Chemical and 
Radio-nuclear acci-
dents,” he said.

He continued, “Key 

brokers in this regard 
include organizations 
such as the Caribbean 
Public Health Agency 
(CARPHA), the Pan 
Caribbean Partnership 
against HIV/AIDS 
(PANCAP), the Pan 
American Health 
Organization (PAHO), 
and the Global Fund to 
whom we appeal for ac-
tive support.”

Hamilton concluded 
by saying that institut-
ing Universal Health 
Coverage in St. Kitts 
and Nevis will requires 
sustained provision of 
targeted technical and 
other assistance. “I en-
courage WHO through 
its partners PAHO and 
CARPHA, to walk this 
journey with us; help us 
build human and insti-
tutional capacity now, 
right now. Helps us 
walk the talk  

“Ultimately with your 
help, Universal Health 
Coverage will reduce 
the burden of prevent-
able illness and death, 
and foster better health 
outcomes.”

Why Hector 
Dropped His 

Case: He Lost 
Interest In It

By Monique Washington 

At first glance it seemed 
Robelto Hector had a 
good case against the 
election supervisor’s of-
fice in the loss of his St. 
Paul District seat at the 
Nevis Island Assembly. 

Then suddenly when 
his case was about to 
be heard in court he 
dropped it.

Why? Was the Nevis 
Reformation party vet-
eran politician bored 
with it? He admitted 
this week he no longer 
had an interest in pursu-
ing the case. 

Hector filed a petition 
at the High Court in 
Nevis On January 12 
against Spencer Brand, 
(CCM Candidate) Elvin 
Bailey, (Supervisor 
of Elections) ,Calvin 
Fahie, (Registration 
Officer for the District 
of St. Paul) and the 
Attorney General of St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
following the results of 
the December 18, 2017 
Nevis Island Assembly 
Elections.  

He was claiming among 
other things, that the 
names of more than 30 

persons from the Nevis 
one district had been re-
moved from the voters 
list without due legal 
process. 

Hector lost his seat to 
the Concerned Citizens 
Movement candidate 
Spencer Brand won said 
seat by 11 votes (585 to 
596). 

According to the court 
document the petitioner 
purpose to apply to 
withdraw his petition 
upon the grounds that 
the petitioner no longer 
has any interest in pur-
suing the petition filed 
on the 12 January, 2-18.

The petitioner has been 
advised and believe that 
a withdraw of the peti-
tion is in the interest of 
the electors and the pub-
lic good of the people of 
Nevis 

The petitioner has been 
advised by counsel and 
verily believe that the 
proper course of action 
to take in relation to the 
said petition is to with-
draw the same.

It should be pointed out 
that legal costs for his 
action would have been 
considerable.
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Prime Minister 
Harris announces 

fresh fi nancial 
packages  

(PLP PR Media Inc.)

Addressing hundreds 
who attended the Prime 
Minister’s Open Forum 
and thousands who fol-
lowed the proceedings 
via live streaming on 
radio, TV and the inter-
net, Prime Minister Dr 
the Hon Timothy Harris 
on Sunday May 20 an-
nounced that Government 
will make available fi nan-
cial packages that will 
overhaul the country’s 
economic landscape.

The Open Forum, which 
is part of Team Unity’s 
Good Governance and 
Prosperity Agenda, was 

held at the Edgar T. 
Morris Primary School 
in Tabernacle. Prime 
Minister Harris who is 
also the area parliamen-
tary representative told 
the highly charged attend-
ees that he was out to do 
people’s business because 
that is what they elected 
Team Unity to do.  

“I will continue to fo-
cus on you,” said Prime 
Minister Harris, who is 
also the National Political 
Leader of the Peoples 
Labour Party (PLP), 
which is one of the three 
parties in the Team Unity 
Administration. “That 
is why this year we an-
nounced how we will 

get homes to the civil 
servants. We said that we 
will put $30 million avail-
able in the fi rst instance 
to help you at the lowest 
interest rates ever.”

Young entrepreneurs, 
many who were in at-
tendance, were advised 
by Dr Harris, who is 
also the Minister of 
Finance, that the Fresh 
Start Programme which 
is administered by the 
Development Bank 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
(DBSKN) where over 
650 persons have already 
benefi tted, will receive a 
fresh injection of EC$8 
million through the 
Caribbean Development 

Bank (CDB).

“The government is 
working for you,” con-
tinued Prime Minister 
Harris. “We have not 
forgotten the farmers and 
the fi shers of New Town, 
of George Street, of 
West Basseterre, of Old 
Road, of Sandy Point and 
Conaree, and all the ma-
jor fi shing communities.”
Fishermen wanting to 
repair their boats or buy 
new engines, or farmers 
wanting to fence off their 

farms or get the land har-
rowed, were advised that 
there are funds available 
which they will get at the 
best interest rates avail-
able so as to make it easy 
for them.

According to the Prime 
Minister, his Government 
will be making $2 mil-
lion available in an 
Agricultural Fund for 
farmers and fi shers as a 
way to contribute to the 
country’s food security. 
Those who received hur-
ricane damage and are yet 

to get any help were told 
they could get a portion of 
support by way of grant 
which they do not have to 
pay back.

“And we will continue 
to do more - more for the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis,” assured Prime 
Minister Harris. “More 
roads will be paved. More 
homes will be built, so 
all those people who 
need their homes can get 
their homes quickly. All 
of these things are to be 
done.”

Prime Minister Dr the Hon Timothy Harris (right) with, Hon Akilah Byron-
Nisbett, Hon Ian Patches Liburd, Hon Vance Amory, and Hon Vincent Byron at 

the end of presentations.
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