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By Monique Washington

As the world gears up to 
recognise World AIDS 
Day on December 1, 
Education and Prevention 
Officer at the Health 
Promotion Unit (HPU) 
in Nevis, Terysia Herbert, 
says that sexually active 
persons should be more 
responsible and get tested.

Currently, there are 
18 persons in Nevis 
living with Human 
I m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y 
Virus (HIV)/ Acquired 
I m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y 
Syndrome (AIDS), which 
includes two persons that 
tested positive this year.

Speaking with the 
Observer on Monday, 
Herbert said that she 
doesn’t think that persons 
“are being as responsible 
as they could”, and feels 
that “testing is where we 
need to increase”.

She noted that HIV/AIDS 
testing in the Federation 
is free, and testing is cur-
rently being done at the 
Charlestown, Gingerland 
and Combermere Health 
Centres, and will resume 
at the HPU in short order. 
She advised that testing 
should be done as you 
change partners.

Herbert said that persons 
are being tested, and the 
results as well as any oth-
er related information are 
being held in the strictest 
confidentiality. 
“I understand the concern; 

Nevis is a small place, but 
the staff has been trained 
as it relates to stigma pre-
vention,” she emphasized.

Patients with the disease 
are known by a number 
only, and not by name. 
The Chief Medical 
Officer and the counsel-
lor of that patient, are the 
only people who know 
who they are.

“With the treatment for 
HIV, you can go on and 
live a fairly healthy life. 
If HIV is detected early, 
and if we could keep the 
viral load to a minimum, 
persons can go on and 
have a relationship with 
persons who don’t have 
HIV, as long as they are 
being treated,” she said.

Herbert informed that 
this year, Nevis will be 
participating in the rec-
ognition of World AIDS 
Day, which is being held 
under the theme “Ending 
the HIV/AIDS Epidemic: 
Resilience and Impact”.

“On November 27 at 10 
a.m. on the bypass road 
in front of the Artisan 
Village, an  HIV ribbon 
will be unveiled during 
a short ceremony. On 
that same day, the HPU 
plans to host its Lime 
Responsibly outreach 
event at the D.R. Walwyn 
Plaza in Charlestown. It 
will be held from 2:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
“The fourth activity takes 
place on December 01, at  
Chrishi Beach in Cades 

Bay. We are inviting per-
sons to come out and help 
us form a human ribbon. 
The public who wish to 
participate should wear 
red, and a face mask for 
the occasion, and this be-
gins at 11 am.

“Also on December 1, 
Hon. Hazel Brandy-
Williams, Junior Minister 
of Health, will deliver an 
address to mark World 
AIDS Day. Also, there 
will be a closed work-
shop for the Rise, Inspire, 
Secure and Empower 
(RISE) Programme 
on the topic “HIV and 
Sexuality,” Herbert said
She also noted that there 
is currently a competi-
tion being held via social 
media dubbed “Lime 
Responsibly.”

“We are asking partici-
pants to be creative; to 
upload a screenshot or a 
picture of whatever you 
feel would best display 
our theme, and the theme 
is “Preventing the spread 
of HIV and COVID-19 
in Queen City”. And we 
want you guys to bring 
out your best, and show us 
your best interpretation of 
the theme, and the winner 
of the competition will be 
announced on December 
1st,” she said.

She noted that partici-
pants will have to follow 
the HPU on both the 

social media pages and on 
Instagram. “The winner 
would be awarded a pho-
toshoot with REFiiC.”

Herbert urged the general 
public to participate in the 
week’s events, as they 

want to make these activi-
ties fun and interactive, so 
that persons can become 
more educated about pre-
venting HIV, preventing 
the spread of COVID-19, 
and decreasing the stigma 
that surrounds HIV.
 “We want to decrease the 

stigma for people who are 
already living with it, and 
persons who are scared 
to get tested because they 
don’t want to know, think-
ing that their life will end. 
But your life will only end 
if you let it go on and the 
disease progresses,” she 
said. 

LOCAL NewS

More sexually 
active persons 

should get tested 
for HIV, says  
HPU official
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PM Dr Timothy Harris and CEO 
of Citizenship by Investment Unit, 

Mr. Les Khan

New CBI  promotions  announced

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Dr 
Timothy Harris, and 
CEO of the Citizenship 
by Investment Unit, Les 
Khan, have announced 
a new feature for the 
Citizenship by Investment 
(CBI) Program that will 
allow the sale of single 
approved private homes.

On Tuesday, Dr Harris 
detailed some of the plans 
his administration intend 
to implement, to make the 
CBI program a lot more 
marketable in the grow-
ing industry 

“For the next two years, 
we will continue to 
strengthen our program, 
making it the continued 
leader in terms of its 
rigour, the robustness 
and the transparency of 
our program. We will 
provide a more inclusive 
program, in terms of its 
people impact and ben-
efits. We will continue 
to be the global leader in 
innovation, in response 
to market needs…most 
responsive and transpar-
ent in addressing our in-
ternational obligations to 
our partner countries and 
the wider international 
community.”

He said they will intro-
duce attractive, alterna-
tive investment products 
beyond the real estate and 
the Sustainable Growth 
Fund options, then an-
nounced that they will 
consider the sale of 
high-end property under 

prescribed conditions of 
the CBI.

“This can boost real es-
tate developments and 
add to revenue flows and 
incentives for high-end 
residences across the 
country.”

This would be a change 
from the current practice 
of only property from ap-
proved CBI projects.

“No longer, will the real 
estate property be part 
of a generally broad ap-
proved project. The single 
home which meets the 
necessary thresholds will 
be considered under the 
CBI project. We have had 
a deep interest in doing 
this, and we are finalizing 
our policy response to this 
particular market need.”

Dr Harris hailed the im-
provement the CBI had 
made since he took office 
in 2015, noting that the 

the program has received 
many accolades, includ-
ing being named as one 
of the best citizenship by 
investment programmes 
in the world for four 
consecutive years, by 
the CBI Index, a publi-
cation by the Financial 
Times Professional World 
Management Magazine. 

‘In the 2020 CBI Index, 
our CBI Program was 
ranked number one for 
the certainty of product, 
number one for ease of 
processing, number one 
for lack of travel and 
residency requirements. 

The program was also 
recognized for offering 
the world’s fastest route 
to citizenship, an achieve-
ment it balances with the 
performance of strin-
gent due diligence on all 
applicants.”

Dr Harris said the CBI has 
provided a large pool of 
networks and individuals 
proud to be called citizens 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, a 
resource his administra-
tion is planning to tap into 
in the future.

“In the new year, we shall 
work to bring their skills, 
their expertise, networks 
and other resources for 
tangible impacts on the 
more progressive devel-
opment of our country, 
and to deliver a stronger 
and safer future.”

Les Khan, CEO of the 
Citizen By Investment 
Unit, said the industry has 
changed “tremendously” 
over the past five years, 
and continues to change, 
so innovative options will 
have to be developed.

“New entrants into the 
market, with new prod-
ucts geared towards tak-
ing market shares from 
St. Kitts and Nevis, is 
noticeable. As a result, we 
have had to be creative 
and come up with new 
and exciting products to 
maintain a high position 
as the leader.”

He said the unit continues 
to be creative and most 
responsive to their client’s 
demands.

“Recently we imple-
mented a limited time 
offer, for a period of six 
months we discounted 
the Sustainable Growth 
Fund, whereby there was 
a reduction of $45,000 in 
a family of four. Another 
recent adjustment is the 
acceptance of siblings 
of the main applicant or 

spouse. These have been 
done based on the de-
mands from clients and 
agents, and to remain 
competitive in this space.”

He also spoke about the 
new real estate options.

“In the coming months, 
other investment options 

will be proposed to come 
in. One such program is 
the ability for individuals 
to sell their private homes. 
Under the CBI program, 
these homes will need 
to qualify by being of a 
high standard and being 
appraised at a minimum 
value of US$400,000.”
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Giving thanks and thanksgiving

EDItorIal

eDITORIAL

We are admonished and encouraged in our Bible to give thanks in 
everything and all things. This week, thanks to an American tradition, we 
are all focused on giving thanks.

But what exactly do we have to give thanks for?  To borrow from the 
Sonnet by Elizabeth Barrett and to follow another biblical admonition, let 
us count the ways.

It is the end of the hurricane season, a season that saw so many storms 
and hurricanes that some had to be named in Greek. Yet, here in the 
Federation, we were spared any damage. Yes, we had heavy rains, but 
except for that incident at Frigate Bay, it is rains that we were able to 
handle. Also, thankfully, no lives were lost at Frigate Bay.  We give 
thanks for this!

We went through the Covid-19 pandemic literally unscathed. Yes, we had 
cases, all imported with little or no community spread and no one here 
died from the disease. We know that with the re-opening of the borders, 
we will get new cases and we have, but we know how to contain them.  
There is even better news: we may soon be able to vaccinate against 
this disease by mid-year next year.  No, we were not able to visit our 
loved ones as much as we would have liked, but through the miracle of 
technology, we were able to see them. Even as we commiserate with the 
thousands who have suffered and lost loved ones, we give thanks for our 
situation.

When we watch the news out of the US, we note how many persons 
are unemployed and dependent on charity. Here, not a lot of workers 

were furloughed, even though some businesses came to a halt. The 
vacuum that was created was filled and cushioned by the generosity of 
philantropists, government and social security.  The stimulus package 
worked. We give thanks for this!

Elections are over, ours and that of the US, with decisions that are 
too overwhelming to overturn at the Courts, despite numerous legal 
challenges.  In the one case, there was continuation and in the other there 
is change and transition; either way, there is much optimism. We give 
thanks for that!

As you read this editorial, personalize it and surprise yourself.  Count 
your individual blessings, name them one by one. And give thanks as you 
do so.

While Thanksgiving is an American tradition, many of us will celebrate 
it, mostly on the weekend. So Happy Thanksgiving everyone!
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Junior Calypso 
King among 25 

Most remarkable 
teens

along with the recognition, the 
teens also received a trophy. 
they will be called upon as am-
bassadors for the Country, and 
will be leaders in certain areas.

By Monique Washington

The reigning Culturama 
Junior Calypso Monarch 
and National Carnival 
High School Junior 
Monarch,  15-year-old 
Terron ‘Invincible’ Webb, 
has been named one of 
the 25 Most Remarkable 
Teens in the field of 
Music.

Last evening (November 

26), twenty-five teens be-
tween the ages of 12 and 
19 years of age, through-
out the Federation, were 
recognized for excelling 
in traditional and non-
traditional fields. Some of 
the areas included Music, 
Academics, Dance, 
Scholar-Athlete, Courage 
to Overcome, Visual Arts, 
Spiritual Commitment, 
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p , 
Volunteerism, and 
Personal Decision to 
Change.

On Thursday evening, 
members of the Federal 
Parliament of St. Kitts 
and Nevis met for a spe-
cial sitting to pay tribute 
to the 2020 class of the 
25 Most Remarkable 

Teens - the tenth annual 
staging of the award cer-
emony, organized by the 
Department of Youth 
Empowerment.

Of the 25 awardees, eight 
are from Nevis, they 
are: - Terron Webb, mu-
sic; Gregory McGrath, 
Copping Positively with 
Challenges; Kiejarie 
Huggins, Spirit of Hope; 
Roddena Dacosta, Spirit 

of Hope; Vanessa Simon, 
Courage to Overcome; 
Shai’Ann Tyson Most 
promising; Elyse 
Thomas, Youth Activism; 
and Nykeisha Henry, 
Environmentalism.

Along with the recogni-
tion, the teens also re-
ceived a trophy. They 
will be called upon as 
Ambassadors for the 
Country, and will be lead-
ers in certain areas.

Webb has been compet-
ing for seven years in 
competitions within the 
region. In his first year 
of the Culturama Junior 
competition, he placed 
second runner up. In the 
second and third years, he 

was first runner up, and 
then won on three straight 
occasions. He is the cur-
rent Culturama Junior 
Calypso King. 

He began competing in St. 
Kitts and Nevis National 
Carnival Primary School 
Jr. Calypso Competition 
when he was 10 years old. 
He won that competition 
on three consecutive oc-
casions and left his name 
in the history books for 
being the first Primary 
school competitor to do 
so for Carnival. He then 
graduated to St. Kitts and 
Nevis National Carnival 
High School Jr. Calypso 
Competition for the first 
time in 2018 and won the 
crown, back to back. He 
is the reigning National 
Carnival High School 
King. He has won five 
consecutive crowns in St 
Kitts & Nevis’ National 
Carnival.

Speaking with the 
Observer post-awards, 
Webb said that he was 
proud of himself for being 
nominated, and receiving 
the award.

“I have worked hard, very 
hard. Being an ambas-
sador for the country is a 
big role to play, but I am 
looking forward to it,” he 
said.

Webb encouraged other 
teens to not be shy or 
afraid, but to pursue their 

talents and dreams.

“Don’t be scared, just do 
it and take the risk.”

Webb said that he looks 

forward to his future en-
deavours in the calypso 
arena.

“I am patiently wait-
ing for the competitions 

to begin…Culturama, 
Carnival. I feel like I have 
accomplished what I need 
to do in the juniors, and I 
am ready for the seniors,” 
he said 
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By Monique Washington 

The Acting Manager of 
the Department of Marine 
Resources and the Nevis 
Fishermen Marketing 
and Supply Cooperative 
Society Limited, Melissa 
Allen, has confirmed that 

the department has not 
been affected by the re-
cent fish poisoning in the 
Federation.

The Acting Manager’s 
confirmation comes 
three weeks after the 
Department of Fisheries 
and Marine Resources in 
St. Kitts announced that 
they were investigating 
reports of fish poisoning 
in St Kitts, particularly at 
the Basseterre Fisheries 
Complex. 

During the investigation, 
the Fisheries Complex 
was closed, and the Fresh 
Fish Programme was sus-
pended until the source of 
the alleged poisoning was 
discovered.

“The Department is 

taking the necessary steps 
to ensure food safety and, 
in so doing, is examining 
its current stock of fish at 
the Basseterre Fisheries 
Complex that was being 
offered for sale. 

“Additional measures to 

address these reports in-
clude the removal of all 
fish from the complex 
and the sanitizing of the 
complex. The investi-
gations are continuing 
with the assistance of the 
Bureau of Standards. All 
protocols are being re-
viewed, with an effort to 
identifying and mitigating 
any public health threats,” 
a notice from the depart-
ment read. 

Nevis, too, had a small 
number of fish poisoning 
cases. Dr Judy Nisbett 
said that they too were 
investigating five fish 
poisoning matters, and 
were trying to determine 
what was the cause, and 
if they were linked to any 
particular source or any 
particular fishing area in 

which fishermen should 
not fish.
Allen said this past week 
that the Nevis fisheries 
has “been privileged and 
was not affected by such 
a situation”. 

“We aim to protect our 
business and our custom-
ers; therefore we have 
put different inspection 
measures in place, so that 
no kind of poisoned fish 
can pass through to our 
clients,” she said.

Fish poisoning is caused 
by bacteria Ciguatera. 
Ciguatera fish poisoning 
is caused by eating fish 
which have themselves 
eaten fish contaminated 
with ciguatera. Neither 
type of fish poisoning can 
be detected by taste or ap-
pearance, or prevented by 
cooking or freezing the 
fish
“We crave your under-
standing as we improve 
on our reporting and safe-
ty standards,” Allen said. 

Nevis Fisheries not 
affected by  

poisoned fish

“We aim to protect our business and 
our customers; therefore we have 

put different inspection measures in 
place, so that no kind of poisoned fish 

can pass through to our clients,” 
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Students who have 
complete their studies 
at the Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College (CFBC) 
were celebrated this past 
Tuesday, as the learn-
ing institution hosted its 
32nd Commencement 
Ceremony.

The ceremony was held 
under strict COVID-19 
protocols, as in-person 
attendance was restricted 
to graduates, faculty and 
staff. Family, friends and 
well-wishers were al-
lowed to participate virtu-
ally, enabling them to still 
share in this significant 
moment in the graduates’ 
lives.

Speaking at the ceremo-
ny, President of the CFBC 
Dr. Jacqueline Austin 
praised the students for 
hard work, and encour-
aged them to stick to their 
dream, even as difficul-
ties of the world would 
provide challenges.

“You are about to embark 
on an important mission; 
you may say it is a mis-
sion impossible, but today 
we are on mission pos-
sible. Many of us look at 
life’s circumstances and 
deem them to be impos-
sible. You are launching 
into a world plagued by 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.  A pandemic that has 
challenged the best minds 
and science, and which 
has accelerated the race to 
develop a vaccine.”

She said the graduates 
will have many questions 

derived from an environ-
ment of grave uncertain-
ty, considering the global 
pandemic.

“Life features mountains 
and it features valleys...
you are launching into 
the unknown, with un-
expected challenges that 
you would be expected to 
fix.”
Dr. Austin encouraged 
the graduates to take 
advantage of whatever 
opportunities that would 
come their way.

“Grasp those business op-
portunities, develop those 
entrepreneurial ideas, 
grasp that scholarship to 
continue your studies, 
grasp the opportunities 
to be an apprentice or 
trainee. Never allow life’s 
challenges to sap your en-
ergy for success.”

She continued, “The mis-
sion may be long, it may 
be dark, it may be ardu-
ous, but we know that 
you graduates are resil-
ient. As you continue on 
your life’s mission, never 
doubt your ability to solve 
problems and to innovate. 
Never doubt the seeds of 
greatness that lie within 
you. You can create the 
future that you want.”

Dr. Austin said every-
one was experienc-
ing the complexities of 
COVID-19, but are also 
witnessing the creation 
of three COVID-19 vac-
cines in record time, and 
that this was a sign of 
resilience and determina-
tion despite the odds

“Do not allow the dark-
ness to deter or dampen 
your spirit; the mission of 
not impossible.”

Featured Speaker at the 
Ceremony, Minister of 
Education Hon. Jonel 
Powell, stated that he was 
the first former student to 
hold the post of Minister 
of Education, and said the 
CFBC has distinguished 
itself as a reputable local, 
regional and international 
tertiary level institution 
over its 32 years.
He commended and con-
gratulated the students on 
their performance.

“The prevailing circum-
stances under which you 
are graduating will be 
etched in your memory 
for some time to come. 
You are graduating from 
a tertiary level institution 
of learning with associate 
degrees, at a time when 
the world is in crisis - a 
crisis brought on by the 
Novel Coronavirus.”

He hailed the students 
for their determination 
to complete their studies, 
despite the challenges 
globally.

“We are all cognizant 
of the fact that the last 
few months of your 
preparation for your final 
examinations were bru-
tally disrupted by the on-
slaught of the pandemic. 
Like all of us, the pres-
ence of the virus slowed 
you down, but certainly, it 
did not stop you.”

He said the CFBC class 

of 2020 will go down as 
the class that overcame.

“The class that had to 
come to grips with learn-
ing online, in the midst 
of a pandemic and active 
hurricane season.  You 
can beat your chest and 
say to the world that in 
spite of all the many set-
backs, ‘I am graduating 
today with an associate 
degree’. Highest com-
mendations for resilience 
and scholastic persever-
ance, and your intesti-
nal fortitude that have 
brought you to this point 
in your lives .”

Powell said the students 
can testify on the severe 
challenges that they over-
came on their educational 
journey.

“Overcoming these barri-
ers speaks to your tenac-
ity and the resilience of 
the CFBC class of 2020 
- a testament to the saying 
that ‘the greatest accom-
plishment is not in never 
falling, but in rising again 
after you fall”.

He hailed the college for 
providing opportunities 
and the environment for 
fostering excellence, and 
for students to grow. 

“CFBC must be given 
credit for investment in 
the physical and human 
resources, that will enable 
you to develop values to 
be embodied by students 
becoming contributing, 
productive and respon-
sible citizens of our great 
federation. I believe that 
the will to win, the desire 

to succeed, the urge to 
reach your full potential, 
are the keys that will un-
lock the door to personal 
excellence.”

He said as Minister of 
Education, he was learn-
ing of the full extent of 
work done at CFBC, and 
being assured that the 
institution is living out 
its motto. He highlighted 
some of those instances.

“For example, on 
February 19, 2020, 
the Organization of 
Eastern Caribbean States 
Ministers of Education 
and their delegations vis-
ited CFBC as part of their 
fifth meeting of the OECS 
Council of Ministers. 
CFBC was selected as the 
focal point of this gather-
ing, as an opportunity for 
us to showcase innovation 
and creativity. The visit 
placed us in a position to 
be viewed by the region 
and the world not only as 
a premier higher educa-
tion institution, but as an 
institution that showcases 
learning  in the ability to 
use education to respond 
to real-world challenges.”

Powell commended the 
success of the robotics 
team and their Humanoid 
Project

“As part of their presenta-
tion to the delegates, the 
robotics team displayed 
their Humanoid Project. 
Through this project, 
the students were able 
to showcase 3D printing 
mobile prosthetics, a feat 

that was a first for the 
OECS.”

Powell implored the 
students to continue to 
“strive for excellence.”

“If you remember noth-
ing else from my address 
tonight, I appeal to you to 
take on board this mes-
sage with you. Let excel-
lence be the result of high 
intentions, sincere efforts, 
intelligent directions, skil-
ful execution, and your 
vision to see obstacles as 
opportunities.

“The federation needs 
your skills and knowl-
edge; your intellect, your 
skills in whatever career 
path you choose. You are 
called up to join the band 
of patriots to continue to 
build our country.”

He also challenged the 
graduates to diversify the 
economy of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

“It is clear we can’t all 
be white-collar profes-
sionals. Farmers,  fishers, 
tradesmen and women, 
electricians, plumbers 
and entertainers must 
play their role in the ex-
pansion of our economy. 
I say to you, go forth 
thinking, planning, and 
deciding what you will 
do to make a difference in 
this new economic order 
being thrust upon us all.”

The announcement of 
awards were deferred to a 
later date, citing queries to 
the delayed examinations.

CFBC celebrates ‘resilient’ graduates
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St. Kitts  and  Nevis  on  lIat’s  
limited  flight  schedule

“Passengers seeking refunds will 
have to await the outcome of the 

administrative process.” 

By Loshaun Dixon

LIAT flights are set to 
return to St. Kitts and 
Nevis, starting next week, 
the airline and the St. 
Kitts Tourism Authority 
(SKTA) have announced.
In a statement Wednesday, 
LIAT announced that 
they were returning to 
the skies from the end of 
November, after being 
grounded since March.

The regional car-
rier announced a lim-
ited flight schedule to 
seven Caribbean coun-
tries. Those countries 
are St Kitts and Nevis, 
Antigua, Barbados, 
Dominica, Grenada, St 
Lucia, and St Vincent.

“The limited schedule of 
flights will return connec-
tivity to these destinations 
which were impacted by 
the airline’s suspension 
of commercial services. 
The airline has com-
pleted all the training and 
regulatory requirements 

for the territories for the 
November 30 start,” a 
LIAT statement read. 

The airline said that sev-
eral new procedures have 
been implemented to en-
sure the safety of staff and 
passengers, as well as to 
reduce the risk of trans-
mission of COVID-19. 
“These include the man-
datory wearing of masks 
at check-in and onboard, 

enhancement in its clean-
ing and sanitisation pro-
tocols, and new boarding 
procedures.”

The airline gave no assur-
ance, however, that pas-
sengers who had flights 
cancelled at the peak of 
the pandemic in March, 
would receive any re-
fund, citing its going into 
administration.

“Passengers seeking re-
funds will have to await 
the outcome of the ad-
ministrative process.” 

LIAT said anyone who 
requested a refund when 
the airline ceased opera-
tions, but wishes to travel 
to the seven destinations, 
must email both the 
Administrator Cleveland 
Seaforth of BDO 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
Reservations retracting 
the request, then follow 
the process to utilise the 
credit.

The airline is owned by 
seven Caribbean govern-
ments and suspended its 
operations in March 2020 
after years of financial 
difficulty were exacer-
bated by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The airline 
owed creditors over 
EC$100 million when it 
entered into administra-
tion in July. 

In July, the Antigua 
High Court appointed 
Cleveland Seaforth as the 
administrator of the cash-
strapped airline.

The SKTA announced 
that the regional car-
rier will resume opera-
tions into St. Kitts every 
Saturday from Antigua.
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CoNCEPt to
CrEatIoN

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Premier of Nevis and Minister of Finance, Mark Brantley

NIA’s 2021 Budget won’t be filled 
with new taxes – Premier Brantley

By Monique Washington 

 “Budget, will it be filled 
with new taxes? The 
answer is no,” were the 
words of the Premier of 
Nevis and Minister of 
Finance, Mark Brantley, 
as he and his cabinet 
prepare to reveal the 
2021 Nevis Island 
Administration Budget 
at Nevis Island Assembly 
Chambers at Hamilton 
House on December 8.

Speaking at his monthly 
press conference, the 
Finance Minister gave 
reasons why made this 
assertion.

“The advice that we have 
had from our experts, 
suggests to us that the 
introduction of new taxes 
in an environment where 
the economy is already 
in a downturn, would 
have the opposite effect 
in what we are seeking to 
achieve, which is to get 

our economy restarted 
and going again,” he said.

Brantley previously said 
that Nevis’ earning has 
dropped by EC$21 mil-
lion due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. He added that 
for the 2021 budget, they 
will “try to be as innova-
tive” as they can, and will 
try to save as much as 
they can in the areas that 
this is possible. 

“Our primary commit-
ment in this budget will 
be to our public servants, 
to ensure that they con-
tinue to be paid; to our 
critical sectors such as 
Health and Education. 
And I think that those 
who, for example, have 
been clamouring for their 
road to be fixed, and they 
want better roads and that 
kind of thing, I think that 
those are the items that 
we will, perhaps, put a 
hold on,” he said.

“I think that you are un-
likely to see new taxes... 
that we hope,” he stated.

Last year, the Premier 
had presented a tax-
free budget. The NIA’s 
$239.7 Million  tax-free 
2020 budget, showed 
an 11 percent decrease 
from 2019, which was 
$269.6 million. Brantley 
revealed then, that $170.3 
million had been allo-
cated to recurrent spend-
ing - a reduction of 5.6% 
from 2019.

The budget projected 
that recurrent spending 
for the 2020 fiscal year 
would have comprised 
of 71.05% of the total 
budget expenditure. The 
budget had also projected 
collections of $139.5 mil-
lion in recurrent revenue, 
which represented an 
anticipated increase of 
1.2% when compared to 
the projected revenue for 
2019, of $137.8 million.

“our primary commitment in this budget will be 
to our public servants, to ensure that they con-
tinue to be paid; to our critical sectors such as 

Health and Education. 
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By Monique Washington

Nevis has increased its 
water production by 15 
percent this month, by 
commissioning a modern 
state-of-the-art water fil-
tration and treatment plant 
at Hamilton Estate reser-
voir, a well that was once 
deemed unfit.
A well in Hamilton that 
was drilled years prior, 
did not meet the require-
ment of the World Health 
Organization, and was 
deemed unfit for human 
consumption. As such 
it was not used. A filtra-
tion and treatment plant 
was installed and com-
missioned to rectify this 
situation.

Speaking at his monthly 
press conference on 
Thursday (November 
26), the Premier of Nevis, 
Mark Brantley, said 
that he was  “extremely 
proud” of the efforts the 
government has made 
concerning water security 
for the island of Nevis.

“We don’t talk a lot about 
water, we take it for 
granted. But it is true that 

water is life, and many 
of us only remember that 
water is life when we turn 
on our taps and there is no 
water. The installation and 
commissioning of a mod-
ern, state-of-the-art Nevis 
water filtration and treat-
ment plant at Hamilton 
Estate reservoir has been 
completed. Water from 
that infiltration plant has 
been in our system since 
Friday 13th November 
2020.” 

Brantley said that the 
entire operation at the 
Hamilton site consists 
of water flowing from a 
well that produces 230 
imperial gallons per min-
ute through the filtration 
system. That water then 
goes into the brand new 
400,000-gallon aqua store 
tank at the site, before 
it is gravity fed into the 
water system for use by 
consumers.

Brantley highlighted the 
significant increase in wa-
ter on the island.

“With this plant, we are 
now putting an additional 
300,000 gallons of water 
per day into the system in 
Nevis. Total production of 
water, with the addition of 

this new water, is 2.3 mil-
lion gallons per day. Our 
daily average consump-
tion is 1.6 million gallons 
per day,” he said. 

The Premier noted that 
to fully complete the op-
eration at the Hamilton 
site, the property will be 
fenced, and an old water 
tank that was built in 1904 
will be re-commissioned, 
after a new steel-framed 
roof is installed. 

The project was under-
taken by experts from 
Lakeshore Engineering, 
of Georgia, in the USA. 
AdEdge Technologies, 
the vendor for the plant, 
was successful in test-
ing and commissioning 
the water treatment plant 
in November, and has 
trained the Nevis team 
for operation and mainte-
nance monitoring of the 
plant. 

“I think that commission-
ing of that well, and the 
treatment that we invested 
significantly in, and were 
able to deliver despite the 
challenges of COVID-19, 
is a quantum leap forward 
for water production on 
the island of Nevis,” he 
said.

The new 400,000 gallon water tank under construction at Hamilton Thursday as part of the Nevis Water Department’s Water Enhancement Project.

Well done! Nevis’ daily water  
production at 2.3 million gallons
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By Loshaun Dixon

Authorities in St. Kitts 
and Nevis are calling for 
calm from the general 
public, as the Federation’s 
COVID-19 cases climbed 
by three this week - the 
first new cases since the 
reopening of the borders.

Last Saturday, Chief 
Medical Officer in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Dr. Hazel 
Laws, announced the 20th 
COVID-19 case - a person 
who travelled to St. Kitts 
and Nevis on November 
7th. On Tuesday, two new 
cases were announced 
by Dr. Laws, at an emer-
gency briefing hosted by 
the COVID-19 National 
Emergency Operation 
Centre (NEOC). 
She said that on Monday, 
they received two positive 
COVID-19 laboratory 
reports for two returning 
nationals who arrived in 
St. Kitts and Nevis on 
November 21.

Dr. Laws related that 
all who were on that 
said flight are currently 
in quarantine, and the 
relevant contact tracing 
for all who came in con-
tact with the latest cases 

have been identified and 
quarantined.
Co-Chair of the 
COVID-19 Taskforce, 
Abdias Samuel, said that 
significant time had been 
spent putting the proto-
cols in place, and called 
for calm, noting there 
are no plans for a second 
lockdown.

“We have spent a con-
siderable amount of time 
preparing you for this 
event, there is no need 
for us to begin to panic or 
think the country is going 
into a shutdown. What is 
being required of you is to 
be more alert, to be more 
vigilant.”

He implored the business 
community to also con-
form to the protocols in 
place

“I  am asking the busi-
ness community, via the 
Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce, to support the 
efforts with these busi-
ness establishments, so 
that they could adhere to 
the protocols.”

Samuel noted that com-
pliance with the proto-
cols are necessary if the 

Federation is to remain 
safe.

“We are seeing several ir-
regularities as regards the 
approval process, where 
persons are attempting 
to circumvent the system 
with the wrong test and 
wrong information, and 
doing other things in or-
der for them to travel.”

He gave a stern warning 
for travellers to St. Kitts 
and Nevis, to travel while 
adhering to the relevant 
protocols.

“You’re jeopardizing the 
travellers who are with 
you, and are jeopardizing 
the country at large, and 
everyone else you come 
into contact with. We are 
appealing to everyone 
who wants to travel to St. 
Kitts to do so, and do so 
the right way.”

He appealed to the public 
to take the necessary steps 
to enforce and adhere to 
the protocols 

“We cannot ever over-
emphasize this it is very 
important. Please avoid 
these super spreader 
events.”

Medical Chief  of Staff 
at the JNF Hospital, Dr. 
Cameron Wilkinson, in-
dicated that in order to 
succeed in the fight, all of 
society will have to work 
together as a unit “with a 
laser focus on the task at 
hand, and remembering 
no one is safe until every-
one is safe.”

He reminded that daily 
there is the news of “ago-
nizing milestones” being 
reached, as the number of 
persons infected globally 
continues to rise, along 
with an ever-increasing 
death count

Dr. Wilkinson warned 
there is no quick solution.
“This pandemic has 
dragged on, and appears 
at times to have no imme-
diate end in sight. Because 
of this, COVID-19 fa-
tigue has set in, and per-
sons have become tired 
of being cooped up, and 
are desperate to return to 
the old norms. The virus 
has not shown any signs 
of fatigue, however, and 
still seeks new persons to 
infect and lives to claim. 
We cannot pretend like 

the pandemic is over, and 
the virus is less danger-
ous now than it was in 
March.”

He said they have re-
ceived complaints about 
the protocols, but assured 
that they were necessary 
for the best interest of all 
citizens and residents.

“We insist on these stan-
dards, because they are 
based on science and 
have been proven to be 
effective. Just because 
one does not like the pro-
tocols and restrictions, it 
does not mean there is not 
a problem that still needs 
our undivided attention. 
These protocols are the 
reason we remain a coun-
try with a low case count, 
we have had thus far no 
current hospitalizations, 
and no deaths, and have 
made us an attractive des-
tination to others.”

He continued, “If we let 
our vigilance wear thin, 
you can expect to see an 
increase and spike in our 
COVID-19 positivity rate, 
and an overwhelming of 
the healthcare system, 
as we will be unable to 
capture and contain these 
cases when they arrive, 

leading to viral spread in 
our communities.

He warned not to let com-
placency set in, and as-
serted that precautionary 
vigilance must be great.

“We have to get through 
this wave with everyone 
alive and well, with the 
hope of building a bright-
er tomorrow when we 
have conquered the virus 
with an effective vaccine. 
We must do all we can to 
prevent this spread of the 
virus, and prevent it from 
getting a haven in our 
homes, churches, schools 
and workplaces, leading 
to community spread.”

Dr. Wilkinson was confi-
dent that there was light at 
the end of the tunnel.

“There are now three 
vaccines on the horizon 
that have great promise at 
ending this pandemic and 
getting us out of this glob-
al crisis. There is a light 
at the end of the tunnel, 
let us continue to run the 
race together and make a 
collective surge to the fin-
ish line that is around the 
corner.” 

authorities call for calm after new 
CoVID-19 cases

Abdias Samuel Dr. Cameron Wilkinson
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“We have received reports that persons 
in quarantine have been seen at places 
of entertainment and places of dining. 

We have conducted our necessary  
investigations. Some of the reports  

coming forward are false.”

reports of  
quarantine 

breaches false  
- Police in Nevis 

By Monique Washington

The high command of 
the Nevis Division of 
the Police Force has as-
sured the public that there 
has been no quarantine 
breach in Nevis, and re-
ports of such are false.

The Observer ques-
tioned Superintendent 
Lyndon David late 
last week, concerning 
claims that there had 
been breaches by guests 

“vacationing-in-place”. 

Speaking at the 
Emergency Operations 
Centre Press Briefing on 
Monday, David noted 
that after reports had been 
made about guests leav-
ing their vacationing-in-
place locations, the Nevis 
Task Force launched an 
immediate investigation. 

“We have received re-
ports that persons in quar-
antine have been seen at 
places of entertainment 
and places of dining. 
We have conducted our 
necessary investigations. 
Some of the reports com-
ing forward are false,” he 

said.

David said that unfamiliar 
faces that have been seen 
around the island, are of 
persons that might have 
been quarantined, and 
would have been released 
from quarantine “after 
having proven through-
out the 14 days that they 
are negative”. 

He said that franchised 
hotels in Nevis have 
equipped their guests 

with colour-coded wrist-
bands that identify what 
stage of “vacationing” 
each guest is in.

“There are persons that 
would have been vaca-
tioning-in-place at some 
of the institutions that are 
doing that. They have the 
necessary identification 
mark by the wearing of 
colour bands. Those per-
sons that are in quaran-
tine, some will have two 
bands on their hands - one 
band to indicate that you 
are in the first phase, and 
the other one is to show 
according to the day,” he 

said. 

David confirmed that 
they will continue to fol-
low “all leads”, ensur-
ing that persons that are 
vacationing-in-place are 
complying with the nec-
essary protocols and the 
instructions given by the 
COVID-19 Task Force, 
and following the legisla-
tion and the regulations.

“It is our responsibility 
to ensure that our coun-

try keeps safe, and any 
person that you see that 
might not have been resi-
dent on the island or in the 
country, or appears to be 
someone that is not from 
here, you are to report 
quickly to the relevant 
authorities,” he asked. 

“We have to ensure that 
persons entering our 
country did it the right 
way. If they did not do 
that, they will have to go 
through the process of 
testing for COVID-19. 
We do not want any com-
munity spread. That will 
be dangerous,” he said.
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Director of Alliance Française, Marine Moncaut

By Loshaun Dixon

The Alliance Française 
de St. Kitts and Nevis 
will organize a series of 
discussions in December, 
to initiate a dialogue be-
tween the Federation and 
the neighbouring French 
territories to explore, dis-
cover, learn from each 
other, for a better, stron-
ger 2021 post-covid year 
of celebrations.

In an interview with this 
publication, Director of 
the Alliance Française 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
Marine Moncaut, said 
they were a centre where 
they promote the French 
language and also French 
culture, and during the 
COVID-19 era they have 
to find ways of becoming 
more creative in the events 
they are organizing.

“We thought that it would 
be a great opportunity, 
especially in the times of 
COVID-19, cancelling 
Carnivals in a lot of our 
islands. It is a time for 
reflection and discussions 
between all of the islands 
and the different forms 
of Carnival we have. 
Carnival is a common 
point between all of the 
islands in the Caribbean, 
and such major events 
brings masses, social ac-
tivities, cultural activities 
and economic activities.

She said although the 
possibility to travel all 
around the islands to dis-
cover different forms of 
the carnival is not there 
at the moment, this is a 
great opportunity for the 
Alliance Française to host 
conversations between 
different practices that 
the carnival could have 
around the region

She said it will be 
mostly featuring French-
speaking countries, and St 
Kitts and Nevis 

“We found it will be a 
great opportunity as well 
to promote the Carnival 
of St. Kitts and Nevis for 
2021, and it will have a 
different market with peo-
ple from French-speaking 
islands being attracted 
next year and vice-versa. 
It could be Kittitians and 
Nevisians would like 
to discover Carnivals 
from Guadeloupe and 
Martinique.”

She explained how the 
event will take place, 
noting it will be held 
every Wednesday from 
5:30 until 7 pm, in 
December, with all of the 
sessions being done via 
Zoom, and promoted via 
Facebook and YouTube. 
Participating countries 
will include Guadeloupe, 
Martinique, Dominica 
and French and Dutch St. 
Martin.

“Each Wednesday will 
have a different focus.  
The first Wednesday 
would be the official one, 
with the head of the com-
mittees participating. So 
we will have the Chair of 
the Carnival Committee 
from St. Kitts speak-
ing about the aspects of 
carnival in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.”

She said the other 
Carnival heads will also 
speak to their carnivals.

The second Wednesday 
will have a calypso event.

“We could not do an event 
on carnival without ca-
lypso. Calypso being the 
reflection of societies and 
being storytellers of the 
societies and giving the 
pulse of each island. We 
have the reigning mon-
arch King Socrates from 
St. Kitts, and Baker Jr., 
who has been initiating 
the extempo challenge 
during quarantine, and 

Da Mega Boss among 
others.”

The third Wednesday, 
Moncaut said, the focus 
will be on traditional 
troupes in the Carnival. 

“It will mostly focus on 
artistes who are living out 
their art and promoting 
this art and tradition and 
folklore for years. We are 
speaking about masquer-
ades, actors and people 
involved in the Carnival, 
trying to keep the tradi-
tion alive. We will have 
people from Guadeloupe 
who are involved in 
troupes that are famous in 
Guadeloupe folklore.”

She added that the fourth 
week will focus on 
J’ouvert.

“J’ouvert in Guadeloupe 
and Martinique are not 
celebrated the same way... 
J’ouvert here is the meet-
ing point for Carnival. 
They have what they 
call morning mas, where 
they go on the road in 
pyjamas, which might 
have been something that 
used to happen way back 
then when people were 
not having costumes. We 
will have people involved 
from different J’ouvert 
troupes, and different 
characters speaking about 
their memory of this 
celebration.”

The last Wednesday 
will focus on the music 
of Carnival, mostly the 
bands 

Moncaut highlighted the 
significance of the event.

“We have to keep up with 
our cultural offer, and we 
have to work harder and 
think of other alternatives 
to cultural events. Our 
cultural events may not 
be the same now, but we 
have to think outside the 

box at times, and this is 
important to see how cul-
ture is playing a huge role 
in our lives, and we have 
to value that.”

She said that it was the 
hope of her organization 
to get the carnival com-
mittees to collaborate 
moving forward, follow-
ing this event.

 

alliance Française to host Cross-Cultural 
 Carnival Dialogue
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Man of the Match

LOCAL NewS

By Loshaun Dixon

The quest to become 
football champions has 
begun, with the launch 
of the inaugural SKNFA 
Premier Division Super 
Six Playoffs that started 
Tuesday with some excit-
ing football action, but a 
lack of goals, following 
the first round of games.
The playoffs that were ex-
panded from four teams 
to six teams, kicked-off 
last Tuesday at Warner 
Park, with a third and 
fourth matchup between 
Sol Island Auto Conaree 
and Flow 4G Cayon 
Rockets. The game fin-
ished in a 0-0 draw, with 
both teams having chanc-
es for a winner. 

The best opportunity of 
the game fell to Cayon’s 
Javern Matthew, who, 
during a counterattack, 
was able to get in behind 
the Conaree Defenders. 
He then skipped past the 
onrushing goalkeeper, 
but put his shot agonis-
ingly wide of the post

Head Coach of Conaree 
Azem Jenkins, com-
menting after the game, 
said the encounter was 
competitive.

“I think both teams 
fought hard. Both teams 
had chances, didn’t score, 
so it ended up 0-0. We 
need to be just more con-
sistent defensively and 
attacking-wise…and take 
chances.”

Cayon goalkeeper 
Valentine Anthony said 
he was satisfied with his 
team’s performance. 

“The game was good; 
intense. Both teams had 
chances to score, but I 
think my team played the 
better ball. We had more 
chances, especially at 
the end. We had a clear 
chance on goal, but un-
fortunately we missed 
it….we just have to go 
hard on Saturday.

In the second game, sec-
ond-place S L Hosfords 
St. Pauls also played 
out a 0-0 stalemate with 
the fifth seed St. Peters. 
In that game, defence 
reigned supreme, as both 
goalkeepers came up 
trumps, and there was an 
excellent defensive per-
formance from Azeem 
James of St. Peters F.C. 

who neutralized St. Pauls 
striker Keithroy Freeman. 

Man of the Match James 
was pleased with the re-
sult. “We are still pleased 
about the draw…next 
game we would have to 
win and get three points.” 

Petrez Williams, a de-
fender for  St. Paul’s is 
looking ahead to the next 
game. 

“It wasn’t the best. As a 
team, we are not happy 
with the draw, but we 
still have to be thankful,” 
he said. “Next game, we 
have to come out and try 
to execute our chances as 
early as possible, and try 
to finish the game by the 
first half, and do what we 
do best—just defend.” 

In the final game of the 
first round of matches, 
top-seeded Rams Village 
Superstars also played 
out 0-0 draw against 
sixth-seeded Garden 
Hotspurs. Village were 
wasteful in their opportu-
nities created. 

Going into the next round 
of fixtures on Saturday, 
all teams have one point.

Super Six off to a  
competitive start,  

but lacks goals
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