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By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris is de-
bunking rumours, and is 
assuring that the govern-
ment is not intending to 
increase corporate tax and 
impose personal income 
tax on the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

This definitive clarifica-
tion was made as the 
Federal Parliament in-
troduced an Income Tax 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 
on Tuesday.

Dr. Harris, who is also 
the Minister of Finance, 
debunking rumours that 
the bills will seek to intro-
duce personal income tax 
and increase corporation 
taxes, corrected the record 
in the National Assembly.

“My administration has 
no intention to introduce 
personal income tax or 
to increase corporation 
taxes at this time. Careful 
reading of the Income Tax 
Amendment Bill would 
have made it clear to an 
enquiring mind that the 
bill merely seeks to clarify 
the application of taxation 
to ensure full compliance 
with international good 
governance standards.”

He said the Amendments 
will ensure that the 
Federation meets its 
commitments to the 
European Union (EU) 
and the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development 
(OECD) and avoid the 
reputational damage and 

consequential financing 
implications which come 
with blacklisting. 

“As a responsible 
Government and highly 
respected member of the 
international community, 
my Government cannot 
and will not shirk from our 
obligations, even when 
they are inconvenient,” 

Dr Harris said that this 
was not the only amend-
ment they have made, 
and have done others in 
the past, and will con-
tinue in the foreseeable 
future to make legisla-
tive amendments in re-
sponse to requirements 
and in response to treaty 
obligations.

“Over the last 20 years, 
the country’s National 
Assembly has had to 
make amendments to a 
range of tax regimes that 
were deemed inconsistent 
by the European Union or 
OECD regulations.”

He noted that the Nevis 
Island Assembly too, 
has had to respond with 
amendments to the Nevis 
Business Corporation 
Ordinance and the 
Nevis Limited Liability 
Company Ordinance, to 
ensure compliance with 
international tax good 
governance principles.

“Our efforts over the last 
four years to act promptly 
led to St. Kitts and Nevis, 
in February 2020, being 
removed from the EU’s 
list of non-cooperative 
jurisdictions. There is no 

way out, only they can 
blacklist you, and you 
certainly can’t blacklist 
them.”

He reminded that 
Barbados this year was 
faced with blacklisting 
and not having time to 
respond, and said his ad-
ministration will not risk 
another blacklisting

“What we learned from 
that is that those who set 
the rules, those who can 
give you time, are impa-
tient of delays, and you 
do so at your own detri-
ment. We will not chance 
those things. In the past, 
we have been blacklisted 
on several occasions, and 
those who have been in-
volved know how hard 
and difficult it was to 
move from that dissent to 
a place of recognition as 
one who is cooperating.”

He said the bill was circu-
lated in the public sphere, 
and no indication in the 
bill was made to suggest 
any new taxes will be 
introduced.

“We circulated the bill, 
what is it that a bill in 
circulation could be so 
grossly misinterpreted is 
beyond me. When you 
look at the bill there is 
nothing about taxes, there 
are no pronouncements of 
rates of corporation tax, 
there is no provision to in-
troduce personal income 
tax, which has long been 
abolished from the legis-
lative domain of St. Kitts 

and Nevis.”

He reminded that over 
the last five years his ad-
ministration has managed 
the country’s resources 
“well” and reported sur-
pluses every year without 
introducing any new tax 
measure, and is disposed 
to keeping taxes low. 

“The record is also pel-
lucidly clear that for the 
last five years my Team 
Unity Government has 
not introduced any new 
taxes. Instead, we have 
reduced the tax burden of 
our people by removing 
VAT from all food items, 
educational supplies and 
funeral expenses. We 

went even further, and 
more recently, as part of 
our stimulus package in 
response to the negative 
impact of COVID-19, we 
have instituted a series of 
tax breaks for the benefit 
of taxpayers, large and 
small.”

LOCAL NewS

No new  
taxes:  

PM Harris
 Prime Minister Dr. the Honourable Timothy Harris delivering his 

address to the National Assembly  
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Lindsay Grant

Almost 400  
travelled to St. Kitts 

and Nevis since 
borders reopened

By Loshaun Dixon

Almost 400 passengers 
have travelled to St. Kitts 
and Nevis since the bor-
ders were reopened at 
the end of October. That 
is according Minister of 
Tourism Lindsay Grant, 
who at the time was giv-
ing a status update on the 
industry.

“Over the period October 
31 to present, we have pro-
cessed through the RLB 
International Airport, 382 
passengers arriving there, 
and some 292 passengers 
departing,” Grant said.

He added that visitors 
were lodged at six differ-
ent accommodations. 

“Our international visi-
tors stayed at the Four 
Seasons Resort, Park 
Hyatt and the Royal St. 
Kitts Hotel, while our 
nationals and residents 
stayed at the OTI, Oualie 
Beach, PotWorks and the 
Royal St. Kitts Hotel.”

Grant also indicated that 
some 4314 persons out of 
a possible 5000 persons 
in the Tourism indus-
try have completed the 
travel-approved training, 
at no expense to them. 
In St. Kitts, some 2814 
have been trained, and 
1500 in Nevis. He noted 
that every sector in the 
tourism industry has been 
represented.

Grant also disclosed 
that starting November 

21st, American Airlines 
will add Wednesday and 
Sunday rotations to ac-
commodate those travel-
ling from the USA for 
Thanksgiving, while 
British Airways’ service 
was suspended due to the 
one-month lockdown in 
the United Kingdom. 

The Tourism Minister 
noted that the Federation’s 
current hotel room inven-
tory for international 
travellers is comprised 
of 188 rooms at the Four 
Seasons, 40 Rooms at 
Paradise Beach, 114 at the 
Park Hyatt and 56 rooms 
at the Royal St. Kitts.

He disclosed that the 
room stock will increase 
later this month.

“Our inventory will in-
crease on November 
21st when the Marriott 
Beach Vacation Club will 
open with 88 rooms; on 
December 4 when Koi 
Resort opens with 102 
rooms, and on December 
15 when the Marriott 
Resort opens with 75 
rooms. We will go into the 
peak season with a total of 
projected room stock of 
693 rooms approved for 
international travellers.”

He added that as they 
enter the peak period of 
the Tourism season, the 
industry continues to 
grapple with the difficul-
ties faced by the second 
wave of COVID-19.

“As we approach what 

will be our normal peak 
season travel, we must 
take note that the second 
wave of the pandemic is 
the risk in many countries 
around the world, includ-
ing in our key source mar-
kets of the US, Canada 
and UK. The full surge of 
the Coronavirus contin-
ues to run rampant across 
a great part of the United 
States. Public officials 
are cautioning over large 
family gatherings over the 
holidays.”

He also gave a break-
down of the upcoming 
load factors, noting that 
they expect somewhere 
in the region of 77% on 
November 21st, 58% on 
November 22nd, 49% on 
November 25, 50% on 
November 28, and 60% 
outbound on November 
29. Arriving flights 
on December 5th and 
12th are 76% and 70% 
respectively 

“We are told by the air-
lines that they see much 
shorter booking lead 
times, as travellers will 
wait until the last min-
ute at this time to make 
decisions.”

Grant said in the United 
Kingdom, with the one-
month national lockdown 
- the projected short-term 
nature of the lockdown 
- British Airways will 
have their Winter Sun 
Campaign (of which St. 
Kitts and Nevis are a 
part of the market) from 
November 9 to November 

23, 2020.

“This is to drive aware-
ness and bookings to St. 
Kitts and Nevis from 
April 2021 to December 
2021. As a partner desti-
nation, St. Kitts and Nevis 
will be allowed a leading 
price for round trip air 

travel and seven-night 
accommodation.”

He said Air Canada flights 
fell victim of COVID-19 
as well, with a spike in 
cases in Canada.

“There will be no Air 
Canada flight this year, 

I must announce. Air 
Canada management 
has announced its flights 
will resume in the fall of 
2021. Our pre-pandemic 
load factors of 83% for 
our destination has now 
gone to nought due to the 
pandemic.” 
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Reviving the Christmas Spirit

EDitoriAl

eDITORIAL

Because of the type of year 2020 has been, it may be difficult 
to get into the Christmas spirit. When we look around the 
world, Covid is increasingly rampant, perhaps worse than 
before, and the world is in political turmoil, including the 
USA.  Nature, too, seems to be in “abnormal” mode, causing 
hurricanes, floods, earthquakes and landslides in diverse 
places. And now there is a resurgence of dengue fever. 

The spirit of joy may be abandoning us. 

But amongst this outlook of doom and gloom, there are signs 
of hope.  Normalcy is returning. Our re-opened borders are 
attracting international flights; the government has announced 
restricted duty free waivers on imported packages and it has 
declared two vat reduced days in December.  

We have also received welcome news from two 
pharmaceutical companies whose covid vaccine trials have 
been largely effective in controlling the virus. We learnt from 
health authorities that we are in line to receive the vaccine 
once it is ready. 

Carnival, our national party, will be held albeit virtual. We are 
not sure how that will work but the Calypsonians are already 
at work.  

To be sure, the world has changed; there is a new normal, and 
carnival will probably highlight this new normal. Truly, we 

are learning to adjust to this new norm. Churches, schools and 
business places have settled into a rhythm that has become an 
unquestioned part of life.

Maybe it is beginning to look like Christmas. Let us all cheer 
up!
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I remember when Barack 
Obama won his first term 
as US President in 2008. 
Late that night I heard a 
massive noise of joyful 
screams and applause 
from the neighbourhood, 
the moment his victory 
was confirmed. At that 
point, I knew we were in 
for a rough ride. In the 
immediate aftermath, my 
colleague Leslie Ann Paul 
at Trinicenter.com wrote 
an insightful piece titled 
President Barack Obama: 
Change...What Change? 
that was prophetic of 
Obama’s presidency. 
Obama was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize, yet 
his two terms showed a 
appetite for war-making 
and violence, albeit 
cloaked beneath polished 
words, diplomacy and 
the goodwill of many 
people excited to see a 
non-white face leading 
the White House. Obama, 
Biden and Hilary Clinton 
oversaw the illegal inva-
sion of Libya, turning a 
stable country into a zone 
of conflict. Critics would 
describe Obama as being 
more Bush than Bush as 
covert drone strikes were 
dramatically increased, 
some estimate ten times 
more than what occurred 
under George Bush Jr. 
Despite a seemingly tense 
relationship with the 
Israeli Prime Minister, he 
signed a $38 billion mili-
tary aid package to Israel. 
Under the fancy rhetoric 
of “hope” and “yes we 
can”, mass surveillance 
programs expanded inter-
nally and externally. 

Twelve years ago, the 
world was good copped/
bad copped by Obama 
and Bush/McCain, and 
the cycle continues, as 
many in the world again 
celebrate the election of 
the good guy Joe Biden 
over the bad guy Donald 
Trump. Trump’s four 
years of blatant dishon-
esty, disdain for basic 
science, shallowness, 
misogyny, race-baiting, 
and childish behaviour 
has given his critics more 
than enough evidence that 
he is not a worthy leader. 
Trump as the supreme 
bad guy rightly prob-
lematizes overt racism 

while drawing attention 
away from structural 
racism and the polite rac-
ism pervasive in white 
liberal circles. Trump 
with all his problematic 
behaviour is an unwitting 
outlet for racial escapism 
in which racism is rec-
ognized in its overt and 
hostile (Trumpian and 
Republican) forms but not 
in its everyday manifesta-
tions that have been so 
central to Euro-American 
capitalism. Racism is 
then seen as an evil per-
son phenomena rather 
than as a global, national 
and individual system of 
rewards and privileges 
accorded based on close-
ness to whiteness.   

The euphoria around the 
victory of Joe Biden and 
Kamala Harris is reminis-
cent of the Obama victory 
of 2008. While represen-
tation and firsts are im-
portant and have their 
place we must be careful 
of empty symbolism (or 
tokenism). For us in the 
Caribbean women leaders 
and leaders that look like 
us have not transformed 
the structures of inequal-
ity or the complicity of 
governments entangled 
within global capitalism. 
In one sense it is easy to 
see how, in the context 
of white supremacy and 
patriarchy the election of 
Obama then, and Harris 
now could make many 
people feel good. Beyond 
the shallowness of these 
symbols, the core struc-
tures of unjust American 
power do not just contin-
ue but are reinforced by 
the notions of merit, hard 
work and the fulfilment of 
the American dream.  

The differences between 
the Democrats and the 
Republicans is  that the 
Republicans are relatively 
crude and straightforward 
in promoting war, white 
supremacy and US im-
perialism as core values. 
While the Democrats 
are more measured and 
diplomatic. Democrats 
speak the language of 
peace, hope and dialogue 
yet behind this the inter-
nal and global violence 

of a declining US empire 
continues unabated. This 
explains how Trump is 
globally reviled (under-
standably so), but Obama 
is revered by many de-
spite his record of war, 
intervention and violence. 
While Trump was a clear 
symbol that something 
was wrong in the White 
House, Obama and the 
Democratic tradition of 
governance took the edge 
off the empire and lulled 
Americans and people 
globally into a state of 
sleep and complacency. 

Joe Biden has spent a 
career in leading roles in 
American power struc-
tures and his legacy is any-
thing but progressive and 
transformational.  In 1994 
the Violent Crime Control 
and Law Enforcement 
Act, also called the 
Clinton Crime Bill or the 
Biden Crime Law was 
passed. Joe Biden was 
influential in this law 
that was instrumental in 
overwhelmingly targeting 
and incarcerating people 
of colour. He supported 
the illegal US invasions 
of both Afghanistan and 
Iraq and the expanded 
drone assassinations un-
der President Obama. 
Like Harris, he is a strong 
supporter of Israel.  His 
public speeches of heal-
ing and unity seem a far 
cry now from back in 
the civil rights era where 
he opposed busing and 
desegregation.

Kamala Harris’ ascen-
dency to power may 
seem to be an example of 
hard work and the shat-
tering of a glass ceiling 
that hold women back, 
however, for anyone truly 
interested in justice her 
record is not the example 
on which transformation 
can be built. During her 
time as District Attorney 
and Attorney General 
Kamala Harris is credited 
with a Back on Track pro-
gramme (aimed at keep-
ing young offenders out of 
jail), an open justice data-
base (for public access to 
crime statistics) as well as 

implicit racial bias train-
ing for cops. Yet, while 
Harris has positioned 
herself as progressive 
and a reformer, beyond a 
few initiatives her record 
is one of upholding the 
status quo. Harris pio-
neered a truancy bill that 
aimed to punish and jail 
parents of children who 
missed school with little 
consideration of the so-
ciopolitical context that 
truancy occurs in. After 
the Supreme Court ruled 
that California reduce its 
overcrowded prison pop-
ulation that was suffering 
starvation and inhumane 
treatment, Harris’ office 
argued that this would 
reduce the prison labour 
pool. Harris is on record 
pledging unconditional 
support to Israel who, 
empowered by the stra-
tegic and special relation-
ship it enjoys with the 
United States openly de-
fies international law and 

numerous UN resolutions 
around human rights 
abuses.

If the record of both 
Biden and Harris are any-
thing to go on, then we 
can expect four years of 
little change to the inter-
nally and globally violent 
US State beyond smiling 
diverse faces, platitudes 
and inspirational meme-
worthy gestures and 
words. Beyond the feel-
goodism of the Biden and 
Harris leadership, there 
are many people within 
the US and globally who 
are negatively affected 
by US policies. Mass sur-
veillance and erosion of 
privacy, systemic racism, 
police brutality, US impe-
rialism and intervention, 
unbridled neoliberal capi-
talism and the ongoing 
industrial prison complex 
are all ongoing issues that 

are affecting the global 
village. The embedded-
ness of both Biden and 
Harris in American neo-
liberal capitalism that eas-
ily prioritizes power and 
profit over people and 
the environment suggest 
that we be cautious about 
the hope and change that 
they allegedly represent. 
Biden and Harris offer us 
a very different approach 
to Trump, reminding us 
that US imperialism does 
not have to be white, loud, 
hostile and belligerent. It 
can be brown, soft, polite 
and diplomatic.

 

Dr Tye Salandy is a 
Caribbean sociologist. He 
can be reached at tyesa-
landy@gmail.com.

Guest  Commentary  oN  U.S.A  Election
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

Global Entrepreneurship 
Week is observed annual-
ly from November 16-22. 
This international obser-
vance was started in 2008, 
and is meant to showcase 
the importance of entre-
preneurship to economic 
development, job growth, 
creativity, innovation and 
wealth creation. 

In an address to the nation 
to commence the week, 
Minister of International 
Trade, Industry, 
Commerce, Consumer 
Affairs and Labour, Hon. 
Wendy Phipps, stated that 
the international obser-
vance was started by the 
Global Entrepreneurship 
Network (GEN), and 
they chose four themes, 
namely Education, 
Ecosystems, Inclusion 
and Policy, which the 
Federal Ministry of 
International Trade has 
established as its mantra 
for the sustainable de-
velopment of the Micro, 
Small and Medium 
Enterprise sectors. 

“The long term theme 
is ‘No One Must Be 
Left Behind: Creating 
Sustainable Livelihoods 
for All, Through 

Entrepreneurship,’” 
Minister Phipps pointed 
out. 

She further stated that the 
Ministry of International 
Trade is committed to 
facilitating business de-
velopment in the fed-
eration through every 
possible avenue that 
creates wealth, business 
growth, economic de-
velopment and national 
competitiveness. 

“With this business-
friendly support system in 
place, our people will be 
empowered to live more 
independent lives, be less 
reliant on others for their 
source of employment 
and income, while creat-
ing work for the local 
labour force that is sus-
tainable throughout the 
life course.”

Some of the events 
planned for the 2020 
observance of Global 
Entrepreneurship Week 
included a special edi-
tion of Leadership 
Matters and a talk 
show at the Caribbean 
Confederation Credit 
Union Headquarters. 

On behalf of the Ministry 
of International Trade, 

Industry, Commerce, 
Consumer Affairs and 
Labour, Minister Phipps 
congratulated all new 
entrepreneurs in the 
Federation for their ongo-
ing commitment to busi-
ness development, risk 
taking and job creation, 
especially during the 
hardship created by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“I sincerely thank the or-
ganizers and participants 
of all the national activi-
ties meant to showcase 
Global Entrepreneurship 
Week 2020. I wish the or-
ganisers every success in 
their endeavours and urge 
the public to support these 
efforts that are meant to 
increase awareness, give 
voice to the challenges 
of small business own-
ers, and showcase the 
major importance of en-
trepreneurship to national 
development.”

Minister Phipps encour-
aged all citizens to follow 
their hearts and seek wise 
counsel before they em-
bark on starting the busi-
ness of their dreams, and 
to access the tax conces-
sions provided for their 
benefit under the Small 
Business Development 
Act. 

Education, Ecosystems, 
inclusion and Policy are 

focus for Global  

Entrepreneurship Week 
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By Monique Washington 

The SKN Moves Nevis 
Chapter, in association 
with the National Weight 
Loss Program, has suc-
cessfully hosted a sec-
ond event for 2020, with 
twenty-four participating 
in its Bike Relay.

The relay was held last 
Sunday (November 15) 
with exciting competi-
tion around Charlestown. 
The main sponsors for 
the event were Oasis 
Water, Kurt Swanston of 
Nevis Food Centre, Bike 
Nevis’ Winston Crooke, 
Fit Wellness Centre, 
Ole House Café, Cool 
Blends, Bodies, Tropical 
Ice and the Department 
of Agriculture. The win-
ner’s trophy was spon-
sored by Ricardo Caines.

The Observer spoke 
with Communications 
Specialist at the Health 
Promotion Unit, Shelagh 
James, who noted that 
though it was their first 
time hosting such an 
event, overall the venture 
was a success.

“Because it was the first 
time we did the bike re-
lay as a pilot, I thought it 
went very well. Clearly, 

things did not go 100 per-
cent smoothly, even with 
the well-qualified event 
you still have echoes of 
error.  For the first time, I 
thought it went very well. 
We had no incident, no 
injuries, no fatalities. It 
was good. For most per-
sons who participated, I 
would say a handful of 
them was accustomed to 
riding bikes. The major-
ity was new to the bike, 
but they handled it very 
well,” she said.

James said that there were 
24 competitors, divided 
into eight teams of three. 
Team four which consist-
ed of Omar Hendrickson, 
Ernest Hendrickson and 
Taric Richards won the 
competition. Seven fe-
males participated in the 
competition.

James highlighted how 
COVID-19 affected the 
plans for SKN Moves 
this year.

“The bike relay should 
have happened earlier 
this year, but during the 
course of the planning, 
we got the news that 
COVID-19 had broken 
into the Federation, so we 
had to put everything on 
hold. Luckily we were 

able to get the final event 
in before the end of 2020. 
In 2021, we are hoping 
that things will be getting 
a little bit better, because 
we will have to live with 
COVID-19 and we will 
have to be extra cau-
tious. We are hoping that 
it won’t impact any of 
the events we have next 
year,” she said. 

James revealed the big 
plans for SKN Moves 
Nevis Chapter in 2021, 
with three new events.

“The bike relay was an 
element of fitness and 
we made a promise last 
year that we will do five 
events. So, this is the sec-
ond of five. In 2021, we 
have three other events to 
do plus these other two - 
the half-island road relay 
walk and the bike relay. 
In the spring we are hop-
ing to have the run relay, 
that will be for serious 
runners. Teams are asked 
to get prepared for that. 
There will be an obstacle 
course event at the Fit 
Wellness grounds. Teams 
will get knocked out each 
week until we get a final 
winner. These are the 
things to look out for next 
year,” she said.

‘SKN Moves’ hosts successful  

bike relay

Participant for bike relay Winner’s Trophy sponcered by Ricardo Caines . Ricardo Caines 
Jr in picture 
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By Monique Washington

Ross Veterinary 
University in St. Kitts is 
contributing to the twin-
islands’ food security by 
donating special breed 
animals to both St. Kitts 
and Nevis’ Ministry 
and Department of 
Agriculture.

On Tuesday, Dean of 
the University, Dr Sean 
Callanan visited Nevis 
bearing livestock gifts. 
The school handed over 
a full breed buck goat and 
two first-generation cross-
es between boar and local 
goat. The animals were 
presented to the Ministry 
and the Department of 
Agriculture Maddens 
livestock farm.  

“This is a program and a 
partnership that is geared 
towards improving breed-
ing stock here on the 
island of Nevis, in mut-
ton that is. The livestock 
farmers here on Nevis will 

be the beneficiaries of this 
improved breeding stock 
that we are introducing 
into the island of Nevis,” 
Minister of Agriculture 
Alexis Jeffers said.

Jeffers said that the 
Ministry and the 
Department aim to ensure 
that they contribute to 

the sustainability of food 
systems on the island of 
Nevis.

“It does not always just 
include crops, because 
a lot of our attention is 
placed there, but in terms 
of livestock, where we 
can provide our people 
with clean wholesome 
animal-based protein, that 
is also important to the 
overall development of 
our people,” he said.

On Monday, a similar 
presentation ceremony 
was held on St. Kitts. The 
university handed over 
cattle and goats. Jeffers 

noted that by introducing 
a new breed to the cattle 
and goat population, the 
University was helping 
to increase the prolific na-
ture of production,” you 
do need some expert help, 
and you do need some 
new and innovative ways 
of doing things .”

Dr Callanan said that 
by them giving to the 
Agriculture in the 
Federation, it is a win-win 
situation.

“This is also a win-win 
for our students, because 
our students contribute 
to this in many ways, but 
also they learn a lot from 
the community. Quite 
recently we heard that 
our students have been 
involved with the evalu-
ation of the productivity 
of the stock farm. This is 
a wonderful opportunity 
for our students as well.

Callanan said he was de-
lighted to continue the 
partnership, and “I hope 
it takes us upwards and 
onwards”. 

Ross University  
donates to NIA  

Ministry of  
Agriculture 

ross University contributes to 
livestock production 

Dr Callanan said that by them giving 
to the Agriculture in the Federation, 

it is a win-win situation.
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CoNCEPt to
CrEAtioN

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Travonne Bryant to be sentenced on November 30 

travonne Bryant 
pleads guilty

 Sentence date 
Nov. 30

By Monique Washington 

Brick Kiln resident 
Travonne Bryant, who 
was slapped with a num-
ber of guns, ammunition 
and drug possession, and 
Misconduct in Public 
Office  has pleaded guilty 
to some of the charges 
that carry a maximum 
lifetime sentence. 

The Criminal Assizes be-
gan in October with eight 
cases listed to go to trial, 
and three cases listed for 

sentencing.

Bryant’s charges stemmed 
from a June 14, 2018 in-
cident. A joint operation 
between The Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force and Her 
Majesty’s Customs and 
Excise led to the confisca-
tion of one .357-calibre 
revolver with ammuni-
tion which was hidden in-
side a DVD player, along 
with some packages of 
a substance, suspected 
to be cocaine, that was 
concealed in what ap-
peared to be a colouring 

set, at the Vance Amory 
International Airport.

After Magistrate Yasmine 
Clarke denied Bryant bail, 
he was later granted bail 
of $30,000 on July 12, 
2018, by the High Court 
in Charlestown.

In addition to the bail 
amount, he was also re-
quested to surrender all 
travel documents; to re-
port to the New Castle 
Police Station daily be-
tween 6 a.m. and 5 p.m., 

and to observe a curfew 
between 7 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
nightly.

Bryant who at the time 
was a Customs Officer 
was charged alongside 
his brother, who is a 
Port Officer, for the of-
fences of Possession of 
a Firearm, Possession of 
Ammunition, Smuggling, 
Possession of Cocaine and 
Possession of Cocaine 
with Intent to Supply.

Travonne Bryant was also 
hit with several charges 
from the Customs and 

Excise Department 
and also two counts 
Misconduct of Public 
office 
Since that time, all the 
charges against his broth-
er were dropped.

Bryant’s case was one 
that was set to be heard 
by a twelve-member jury 
of his peers. Bryant was 
represented by Chesley 
Hamilton.

Bryant pleaded guilty to 

two counts of Misconduct 
in Public office. The 
Director of Public 
Prosecution Valston 
Graham  dropped all oth-
er charges against him.. 
Justice Ermin Moise 
set a sentencing date of 
November 30.

The Observer question 
the DPP in relation to 
maximum sentencing 
for such conviction. He 
noted that the maximum 
penalty for Misconduct 
in Public Office is life 
imprisonment however 
the court can impose a 

non custodial sentence as 
well.

Other persons to be sen-
tenced at the end of the 

Criminal Assizes are 
Roosevelt Browne, who 
has been convicted of 
rape; Lawton Forbes, 
convicted for attempted 

murder, and Akeem 
Foster, convicted for 
Robbery.

After Magistrate Yasmine Clarke  
denied Bryant bail, he was later  

granted bail of $30,000 on July 12, 2018, 
by the High Court in Charlestown
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By Petra Mc Sheene

Local artistes and produc-
ers are becoming a dime a 
dozen in recent times, but 
what makes the artistes 
and producers at Plug 
Een Records unique is the 
fact that they produce dif-
ferent genres of music to 
suit all different types of 
listeners. 

Although artistes have 
constantly been working 
in the studio and pro-
ducing music, the Plug 
Een Records label was 
officially established in 
March of this year by mu-
sic producers Swagga and 
Kunta. 

Currently, the producers 
of the label are currently 
working with twelve dif-
ferent artistes including 
Cole, Artikal, Soldier, 
Mission and Scratchii 
Bamma, just to name a 
few. Plug Een Records is 
not only for artistes out of 
Sandy Point, as currently 
there are artistes on the 
label between Old Road 
and Sandy Point. 

“Plug Een Records has a 
unique sound, although 
we record different genres 
of music,” Producer 
Swagga pointed out dur-
ing an interview with The 
Observer. 

Swagga stated that he has 

always been interested in 
the music industry, which 
was his motivation to be a 
part of the record label. 

As is customary with new 
and upcoming artistes and 
record labels, Plug Een 
Records is no different, 
and has had to overcome 
obstacles on the musical 
journey such as lack of 
equipment, lack of sup-
port and lack of finances. 
“We overcome these ob-
stacles by working as a 
team, seeking donations, 
sponsors and always be-
lieving in and encourag-
ing each other.” 

Farmer G, Swagga, 
Kunta, Scratchii Bamma, 
as well as Cole, mix music 
and rhythms at least every 
two weeks and artistes 
record songs every day. 
Although the artistes at 
Plug Een records are yet 
to have a big break, they 
usually perform small 
gigs at bars in and around 
Sandy Point such as Rum 
Dog Café, Ground Bar 
and Bliss Bar. 

In spite of the COVID-19 
pandemic, artistes still 
find time and inspiration 
to produce and record 
music, and according to 
Scratchii Bamma, the 
pandemic has allowed 
the artistes to be more 
focused on music and 

meditate more. 

Swagga pointed that if 
youths wanted to pursue 
a career in the music in-
dustry, they have to be 
‘hungry for it’ - never 
stop trying, be creative, 
and remained focus and 
determined. 

Kunta announced that 
Plug Een Records is cur-
rently trying to establish a 
working relationship with 
a Jamaican artiste, so that 
they could record a song 
on one of their ‘riddims’, 
as that would give other 
artistes much needed 
exposure. 

When asked which re-
gional or international 
artiste the label would 
collaborate with if given 
the opportunity, without 
a hitch, all producers and 
artistes declared that they 
would love to work with 
Bajan singer Rihanna, as 
she is from the Caribbean 
and is a hit maker. 

Plug Een Records is cur-
rently working strenu-
ously on ‘a new riddim’ 
called Goldmine, which 
they are hoping to pro-
duce a medley with dif-
ferent artistes. 

Producers and artistes at 
Plug Een Records took 

the opportunity to express 
many thanks to Shadan 
Productions, General 
Films and Principles 

Productions. They are 
also in the process of re-
leasing a new beat called 
‘Rendering riddim’, 

which should be heard 
by the public in the near 
future.

Music Producers at PLug Een Records L-R: 
Farmer G, Kunta, Swagga, Scratchii Bamm

Farmer G performing his magic on the console Artistes dropping sweet lyrics in the studio

Plugged in with Plug Een records
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By Loshaun Dixon

Although the COVID-19 
pandemic has cancelled 
most of the traditional 
events for carnival, the 
first virtual event calypso 
tent was hosted this past 
Saturday, with 11 calyp-
sonians from the Legends 
Calypso Tent.

The virtual tent event host-
ed by National Carnival 
Committee took place at 
Carnival Village in front 
of no audience, but was 
streamed on the various 
platforms for calypso fans 
in St. Kitts and Nevis, and 
wider audiences.

The events featured ca-
lypsos of varying top-
ics from COVID-19 to 
politics, relationships and 
much more.

National Carnival Chair 
Shannon Hawley said as 
a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic, many 
Carnivals worldwide have 
had to be cancelled, as 
well as the scaling back of 
many traditional activities 
on the national Carnival 
Calendars, but stakehold-
ers have worked hard to 
put on virtual events. 

“It is our hope that you 
thoroughly enjoy this 
series of virtual calypso 
tents, as our calypsonians, 
band members, produc-
ers, technical crew and 
volunteers have put in so 
much work to prepare for 
and produce the events”

She also praised the 
Minister of Culture, Jonel 
Powell, for believing in 
the committee, and for 
the love of Culture, to 
produce a virtual carnival 

for local, regional and in-
ternational audiences. 

She hailed the spon-
sors for partnering with 
Carnival despite financial 
challenges and gave a 
special acknowledgement 
to the fans.

“Thank you to the listen-
ing and viewing audi-
ences for logging on and 
supporting the Culture of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.”

Manager of the Legends 
Tent, King Socrates, laud-
ed the carnival committee. 

“Carnivals around the re-
gion have been cancelled, 
we are one of the only 
ones who are able to pre-
serve and present some 
semblance of Carnival.”

He also noted how sing-
ing to an empty arena 
would affect calypsonians 

“If a calypsonian has a 
humorous song, his thing 
is to come and sing to the 
audience and feed off the 
feedback. But he is now 
singing and there is no au-
dience; he is singing to a 
camera, it will be kind of 
awkward. 

“We have to have that con-
versation; you’re singing 
to an audience not in your 
presence and you have to 
make the adjustments. We 
have to readjust, come out 
and understand...know 
where the cameras are.”

He also noted that discus-
sions are to be had in re-
lation to a change in how 
the competition should be 
judged, now that it will be 
hosted virtually.

“Judging criteria should 
change. Once we have 
had that conversation we 
will know what to expect 
and bring energy still. We 
need to have a conversa-
tion with potential judges 
and the committee on 
what to expect.”

The tents continue to-
morrow, November 21 
- this time with the Proud 
Sounds tent, and Legends 
a week later. 

The following is the list 
of artistes and their selec-
tions who performed last 
Saturday:

Looshus – Since

Singing Sharon – Mama 
Used To Say

Lord Payne – Gal You 
Caliente

Neglector – In And Out

King Irvin – Plantation 
Legacy

Bad Man Polo – Mark 
That Mother For Tim

Jackspanner – Footprints 
In The Sand

Singing Sensation – 
Thank You All The Same

Mighty Rope – Rope

Brown Sugar – Sex 
Offenders List

Turkey Killer – Get Real

Queen Diva – Cough It 
Dey

First Virtual tent gives a taste 
of future Carnival events

We must pursue better 
health for our men  

and boys
--Minister Hamilton urges on 

int’l Men’s Day

By Petra Mc Sheene

International Men’s 
Day is celebrated 
throughout the world on 
November 19 annually 
and the theme for this 
year is ‘Better Health 
for Men and Boys’. It 
was first observed in 
Trinidad and Tobago, 
and was believed that 
men should be globally 
recognized like their fe-
male counterparts.

In an address to the 
nation, Minister of 
Social Development 
and Gender Affairs, 
Hon. Eugene Hamilton 
pointed out that it is im-
portant to take time and 
applaud the achieve-
ments of men and boys.

“The theme was cre-
ated to allow us to take 
a deeper look into the 
physical and mental 
health of men and boys 
around the world.”

The minister encour-
aged all men and boys 
to take special interest 
in their own health, be-
cause their bodies were 
the only place that they 
had to live. 

International Men’s 
Day was designated 
at a time when soci-
ety thanks men for 
their contributions 
and health issues are 
brought to the forefront. 

According to research, 
some health issues 
that affect men include 
heart disease, diabetes, 
lung cancer, prostate 
cancer, hypertension, 
kidney stones, stroke 
and depression. 

Minister Hamilton 
urged men to stop the 
frequent alcohol con-
sumption, smoking, 
unhealthy eating, in-
active lifestyle and ir-
regular doctor visits, if 
they wanted to make a 
serious change.

“We have an array of 
remedies available, 
including fresh local 
products and fitness 
services that are on the 
rise. Services such as 
Crossfit, organized by 
Delwayne Delaney, 
Get Fit Quick with 
Adolphus Jones and 
Soca Fitness with 
Yanos Bagnall, are 
formed by young men 

who are determined to 
make our society live 
an active and healthy 
lifestyle.”

Minister Hamilton stat-
ed that at the Ministry 
of Social Development, 
individuals who are 
unable to adequately 
provide for themselves 
and their family, can 
receive help through 
the food voucher pro-
gramme, and those 
who are battling a dis-
ease can receive medi-
cal assistance of up to 
$13,000. 

Hamilton congratulat-
ed everyone who made 
it a priority to improve 
the physical and mental 
health of all individu-
als, and also expressed 
thanks to the men and 
boys who were already 
paving the way by liv-
ing healthy and active 
lifestyles. 

“We made some prog-
ress, but we still have 
more to go. Let us pre-
vent time for illnesses 
and pursue a better 
health for our men and 
boys.” 
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By Loshaun Dixon

A female resident in St. 
Kitts and Nevis found 
herself in hot water when 
she visited a high-risk 
traveller last week, while 
that individual was in 
quarantine.

According to 
Superintendent of Police, 
Cromwell Henry, the resi-
dent visited a high-risk 
traveller at one of the des-

ignated quarantine sites.

“Despite being warned 
by the security personnel 
on duty, the young lady 
came in close contact 
with the person who is in 
quarantine.”

He said public health of-
ficials, in the interest of 
safety to the public, or-
dered that the individual 
be quarantined.

“Out an abundance of 
caution, the CMO, who is 
the quarantine authority, 
directed that the young 
lady be quarantined in the 

interest of public health. 
She is now at another 
designated quarantine site 
for 14 days at her own 
expense.”

He then indicated that the 
individual was in contra-
vention of Regulation 14 
of the latest COVID-19 
statutory rules and orders. 
“No person shall visit or 
be permitted to visit any 
place of quarantine or iso-
lation station, properties 

where persons are in quar-
antine or vacationing.”

He said in those places 
they have separate ar-
eas demarcated for such 
persons who visit the 
property.

“All other unauthorized 
persons are prohibited 
from accessing these ar-
eas. Hotel security and 
compliance and quaran-
tine officers are on duty at 
these areas to enforce the 
restrictions.”

Henry implored the 
public to adhere to the 

protocols in place, take 
some individual respon-
sibility and do not violate 
the protocols.

“We asked for the full 
cooperation of the public 
when using these facili-
ties. The restrictions are 
in place to protect you, 
and we ask you to protect 
yourself by not violating 
the restrictions, and com-
ply with the restrictions 
the compliance officers 

may give you.”

International travellers 
who are travelling to St. 
Kitts and Nevis will stay 
at approved hotels which 
are Four Seasons, Koi 
Resort, Curio by Hilton, 
Marriott Vacation Beach 
Club, Paradise Beach, 
Park Hyatt, Royal St. 
Kitts Hotel and the St. 
Kitts Marriott Resort.

Also, any international 
travellers who would like 
to stay at a private rental 
home or condo, must stay 
at a property that has been 
pre-approved as a quaran-
tine housing at their own 
cost, including security. 

“Despite being warned by the secu-
rity personnel on duty, the young 

lady came in close contact with the 
person who is in quarantine.”

Young female resident 
in trouble after visiting 

quarantine site
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Jacobs was the friend of Phillips’ 
ex-wife. the wife had previously 

roomed with Jacobs and her  
children at Church Ground.

By Monique Washington

Three years after the murder of Lydia 
Jacobs, the man accused of her death 
has been found guilty by a 12-member 
jury of his peers.

On Thursday (November 19) Justice 
Ermin Moise rendered his submission, 

before allowing the four women and 
eight men jury panel to decide Jamaican 
National Alston ‘Mark’ Phillips’ fate.

Phillips was charged with the 2017 mur-
der of Lydia Jacobs. He was also fac-
ing two counts of attempted murder on 
the lives of Michelin Brooks and Erica 
Williams.  

Jacobs ,who lived in Church Ground, ar-
rived home in the evening hours of June 
2, 2017, when her friends dropped her 
off after she finished work. The 37-year-
old woman had just stepped in her yard 
when an assailant opened fire on her 
and the vehicle that brought her home. 
Jacobs had been taken to the Alexandria 
Hospital where she was pronounced 
dead

Jacobs was the friend of Phillips’ ex-
wife. The wife had previously roomed 
with Jacobs and her children at Church 
Ground.

Phillips’ two-week-long trial began on 
November 9 at the Theodore Hobson 
QC High Court in Charlestown. He was 
represented by Brian Barnes. The prose-
cution was led by the Director of Public 
Prosecution Valston Graham. 

The Prosecution brought forward 11 
witnesses, with one being Jacobs daugh-
ter, who claimed she saw Phillips on the 
night of her mother’s murder.

Kishon Jacobs testified on Monday, 
November 16. She was the lone wit-
ness who claimed to have identified 
Phillips at the scene. On the evening of 
her mother’s murder, she said that she 
was in the living room when she heard 
shots fired outside of the house. She said 
that she ran to her room to put on pants, 
and ran back to the living room. She said 
when she looked out of the living room 
window she saw her mom laying on the 
walkway. When she turned and looked 
outside of her yard by some nearby 
bushes, she said she saw “Mark”.

“I saw his face. He was in the bushes. I 
screamed ‘Mark’ and he ran down the 
road,” she said.

She claimed that she saw his face. She 

testified that he was about 20 feet from 
where she was, and the lights from the 
street lamp were bright enough for her 
to see his face.

On Thursday, after almost three hours of 
deliberation, the jury notified the court 
that they were ready. Phillips, whose 
eyes were glued to an open bible he car-
ried during the trial, sat in the accused 
box. 

The jury unanimously gave a guilty ver-
dict for the murder of  Lydia Jacobs, the 
attempted murder of Michelin Brooks 
and the attempted murder of Erica 
Williams. 

Justice Ermin Moise told the convicted 
man that a date will be set for his sen-
tencing. Phillips left the courtroom, 
bible in hand, to return to Her Majesty’s 
Prison in St. Kitts.

*Alston Phillip 

Phillips found guilty of lydia’s murder
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Homeowner to cut losses on  
damaged property

By Loshaun Dixon

The owner of the home 
that slid down the hill last 
week Thursday in Fort 
Tyson Rise, Frigate Bay, 
said he was cutting his 
losses, and moving on 
from that property after 
the land slippage, while 
government officials are 
set to discuss the plan 
moving forward with all 
homeowners of the area.

In an interview on lo-
cal radio, Alexis Hazel, 
owner of the damaged 
property, said the inci-
dent started early in the 
day, and at the time was 
believed by occupants of 
the house to be a suspect-
ed broken pipe, but they 
realized it was more than 
that after seeing cracks 
not before seen on the 
road.

“We realized there was 
a lot of structural cracks 
that had happened in the 
past 24 hours. We discov-
ered that the foundation 
was saturated between 
the house and retaining 
walls, which means wa-
ter was coming under the 
road and getting to the 
foundation.”

He said he quickly con-
tacted engineers of the 
Public Works Department  
and the National 
Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) to as-
sess the damage. He 
hailed NEMA and their 
staff who saw things that 
he did not see happening 

on the site around them.

Hazel said he and his ten-
ants evacuated and left it 
up to the professionals 

He said it was a blessing 
that no one was injured 
in the incident. “What 
was done 15 years ago, 
once you have health 
and strength can be done 
again.”

Hazel, who is a contrac-
tor, said that he did his as-
sessment and realized that 
area is deemed unsafe for 
a house of that size. 

“The soil is very unstable 
when it is wet. Over the 
years with the constant 
sewage water coming 
from above and rainwa-
ter, it becomes a lot softer 
than it used to be.”

He said he will be mov-
ing on from the property.

“I would demolish, cut 
my losses and run, and 
would discourage anyone 
from building in that spe-
cific area, because of the 
texture of the soil. I will 
turn the area into a green 
area, demolish the house 
and cut my losses.

National Disaster 
Coordinator Abdias 
Samuel hailed the efforts 
by stakeholder groups 
who were investigating 
the incident

“The effort that was made 
to respond to this incident 
was great, and we will be 

having meetings in short 
order to look at the recov-
ery process.”

He said most of the 
homeowners have been 
approved to access their 
safe properties.

“Social services along 
with other team members 
from the stakeholder’s 
group have been reach-
ing out to homeowners so 
that they can return home. 
Those that can return 
safely can do so.

We held a meeting with 
the homeowners on 
November 14, so that the 
homeowners would have 
had an opportunity to 
engage the investigative 
group led by Director of 
Public Works, Cromwell 
Williams, and Co-Chair 
of the Mitigation Council, 
Senator Wendy Phipps.”

He said the meeting was 
important so they could 
position the homeowners 
to know what are the next 
steps going forward.

“The meetings that are 
coming up is the recov-
ery process, because the 
infrastructural impact that 
would have been suffered 
in that area needs to be 
looked at, and timeliness 
provided, in terms of how 
this project can be rebuilt. 
I want to seek the patience 
of the homeowners, and 
for them to continue to 
cooperate with us as we 
do our best to endeavour 
to bring you back to a 
sense of normalcy.”
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By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis Hon. 
Mark Brantley is laying 
his trust in accredited or-
ganisations who promise, 
at the end of trials, to safe-
ly deliver a COVID-19 
vaccine.

This week, several drug 
companies moved one 
step closer to doing just 
that, with Pfizer stat-
ing that its coronavirus 
vaccine is 95 percent 
effective. Moderna has 
also reported promis-
ing early results.  Inovio 
moves from Phase 1 to 
Phase 2, while a vac-

cine from OncoSec 
Immunotherapies enters 
Phase 1.

According to the 
New York Times on 
Wednesday, vaccines 
“typically require years 
of research and testing 
before reaching the clinic, 
but scientists are racing to 
produce a safe and effec-
tive coronavirus vaccine 
by next year. Researchers 
are testing 54 vaccines in 
clinical trials on humans, 
and at least 87 preclinical 
vaccines are under active 
investigation in animals”.

When it comes to the vac-
cine, Premier Brantley 
said: “We are satisfied 
that this is going through 
a process, and we would 
hope that at the end of the 
process, at the end of tri-
als, that organisations that 

are accredited, whether 
it is the CDC (Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention) or the  World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO), that those or-
ganisations will be able 
to vouch for the safety of 
that vaccine.” 

Speaking on his weekly 
talk show, Brantley said 
that though persons may 
be sceptical about tak-
ing the vaccine when it 
becomes available, vac-
cines have been proven 
effective in counteracting 
disease.

“With any new medica-

tion or with any new 
vaccines coming on the 
market, there will be 
questions, but we are 
seeking to deal with a dif-
ficult situation, and vacci-
nations have been proven 
around the world as an 
effective counter to dis-
ease.  Are there any risks 
with any sort of vaccines 
or any sort of medica-
tion? Absolutely. In fact, 
when I look at television 
and I see the ads for many 
medications, by the time 
they list the side effects, 
you wonder if it is worth-
while taking the medica-
tion,” he said.

He emphasized that the 
Government will also 
rely on their medical pro-
fessionals in assisting in 
determining what vaccine 
is best.

“We also have our techni-
cal people, and we are not 
to downplay the effec-
tiveness, efficiency, and 
capacity of our people to 
advise. They have been 
advising and have been 
doing rather well in the 
circumstance,” he said. 

Recently, Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
Dr. the Hon. Timothy 
Harris announced that the 
Government has already 
set aside $800,000 to pur-
chase the vaccine when 
it becomes available. 
Other Caribbean leaders 
are also urging citizens to 
take the vaccine when it 

becomes available.

Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Prime Minister Hon. 
Gaston Brown said he 
will be the first to take 
the vaccine to show the 
safety of it.

Also, in Anguilla, the 
Overseas Territories 
Minister in the UK gov-
ernment advised in a letter 
to Premier Ellis Lorenzo 
Webster, that the UK 
government has an agree-
ment with the Vaccine 
Task Force to supply all 
the Overseas Territories 
with the COVID-19 vac-
cine when it is available.

Currently, there are no 
approved vaccines for 
COVID-19.

He emphasized that the Government will also 
rely on their medical professionals 

Brantley trusts 
safe delivery of a  
CoViD-19 vaccine 
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