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Pinney’s Park Project will put 
Nevis on the Map

By Monique Washing-
ton

The long awaited 
Pinney’s Park Project 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) has 
been completed. And 
EIA Consultant for the 
project Dr.  Janice Hodge 
notes that this project will 
‘put Nevis on the map’.

During a virtual consulta-
tion on Tuesday (May 5) 
Dr. Hodge said the proj-
ect will bring notoriety 
to the island by creating 
an eco-tourism develop-
ment which is sensitive 
to the impacts of climate 
change.

“This should definitely 
be a project that we are 
proud of once it is devel-
oped and operative the 
way it is proposed to do,” 
she said.

Hodge also noted that 
once the EIA is complet-
ed with recommendation 
and every effort is made 
to ensure that the mitigat-
ing efforts outlined in the 
EIA are ‘actually’ imple-
mented and enforced the 
project will be great.

“Because of the failure 
to ensure that mitigative 
measures are implement-
ed you end up with a bad 
project,” Hodge said.

She said that the pur-
pose of the project is 
to be a symbolic of 
the bilateral friendship 

between the Nevis Island 
Administration and the 
Republic of China in  
Taiwan. It is  to add to the 
island’s inventory of eco-
friendly development 
and landscape, to provide 
opportunity for passive 
recreation  and greater 
enjoyment  of the island 
by visitors  and residents 
alike and to enhance the 
aesthetics and to allevi-
ate long-standing issues  
associated with flooding 
and water treatment for 
existing business at the 
site. 

The Pinney’s Park Project 
has been in the pipeline 
since 2014 when it was 
first announced by then 
Permanent Secretary of 
the Ministry of Tourism 
Carl Williams. The proj-
ect had hit several set-
backs when it came to 
funding.

Current Permanent 
Secretary John Hanley 
said that the project has 
been in the pipeline for 
several years due largely 
to funding and other lo-
gistic challenges but “we 
now stand posed ready 
to begin construction as 
soon as we receive plan-
ning approval.”

He noted that the 11.5-
acre park facility will 
feature a visitors’ center, 
jogging trails, picnic 
park, lawn theater, and a 
large open central space 
for hosting major events. 
The park will also have 

its own water source as a 
tank will be built under-
ground to supply the park 
and users. The project 
will cost US$2.7 mil-
lion with the NIA con-
tributing EC $1 million 
while Republic of China, 
Taiwan funding the re-
mainder US$2.4 million.

Architect Camille Kelly 
noted they were trying to 
make sure that this site re-
mains as renewable or as 
eco friendly as possible, 

“We are so we are look-
ing at means and meth-
ods. So the solar system, 
water catchment and re-
used system, we will also 
implement throughout 
the site,” she said.

Kelly highlighted the 
benefits of the project 
which includes job cre-
ation, health benefits, cul-
ture and the preservation 
of the ecosystem. 

In February the Observer 
toured the nursery that 
will nurse over 2000 
plants that will be planted 
at the park.

The park will be partially 
enclosed with a stone 
wall and trees. Certain 
parts of the park will have 
extra measures to keep 
out donkeys and other 
livestock.

The project will begin 
upon planning approval 
and will take 18 months 
to be completed.
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By Monique Washington

The four COVID-19 cas-
es on the island on Nevis 
are now fully recovered, 
however Doctor Judy 
Nisbett cautions that we 
must not assume because 

there are no more cases 
we should no longer take 
precautions.

On Thursday, during the 
Nevis COVID-19 Task 
Force press conference 
Dr. Nisbett reported on 
the status of the virus on 
the island of Nevis. She 
said two additional peo-
ple were tested (one on 
Wednesday and one on 
Thursday) and placed in 
quarantine.

“On Nevis we have tested 
100 people, we have re-
ceived 99 results one of 

the results came back to-
day, negative so we have 
now, 95 negatives while 
four positives, one results 
pending, 26 people re-
main in quarantine, 214 
have been released from 
quarantine. 

“We are scheduled to re-
ceive the pending result 
by Saturday. The four 
people that tested positive 
are now fully recovered 
currently there are no 
people in isolation,” she 
said.

Nisbett  emphasized  that 
because all of the cases 
to date have  recovered 
and there has not been a 
positive case in the last 30 
days, this does not mean 
that people should assume 
that there are no more cas-
es on Nevis and that they 
should no  longer take all 

precautions.

“It simply means that 
we are not all clear of all 
cases,” she said.  

“We therefore ask  people 
to continue the measures 

that we have been dis-
cussing over time such 
as physical distancing of 
six feet from people that 
are not of your household, 
wear a facemask or a 
cloth face covering when 
in public places and en-
sure they cover both your 
nose and mouth, wash 
hands often and wash 
thoroughly with soap and 
water, or use  hand sani-
tizer, practice respiratory 
etiquette,” she urged

Nisbett said people will 
be tested if needs be, such 
as patients with acute 

respiratory illness, such  
as fever and cough and 
or shortness of breath, 
a history of travel to a 
residence location that re-
ported community trans-
mission of the COVID 

19 disease during 14 days 
of the onset symptoms in 
that person. 

She said that their aim is  
to find every case so that  
they can isolate and treat 

cases and quarantine con-
tacts in an effort to curb 
the spread of COVID 
19  in the Nevisian 
population.

All four COVID 
case in Nevis 
recovered

“On Nevis we have tested 100 people, 
we have received 99 results one of 
the results came back today, nega-
tive so we have now, 95 negatives 
while four positives, one results 

pending, 26 people remain in quar-
antine, 214 have been released from 

quarantine. 
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“COUNTRY ABOVE SELF”

EDItOrIAl

WHILE the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic has fortunately not led to a single 
fatality in the Federation it sadly did claim one casualty last week: this year’s 
Labour Day festivities. But not being able to get together as usual to acknowledge 
the commitment of our workers does not mean we should be any less grateful for 
them. So it was gratifying to hear Prime Minister Timothy Harris’s Labour Day 
address pledging convincingly to support all workers through this crisis, as well 
as singling out health and other front line workers.

 The current lock-down and the closure of our places of work, recreation and wor-
ship, has forced us all to make sacrifices for our families, communities and coun-
try. And yet the lock-down has allowed us at Observer News to take stock of what 
we can be grateful for. And there is a lot. Compared to many countries around the 
world and many of our neighbors we are in a very good situation.  Thanks to the 
leadership of Prime Minister Harris over the past five years our country is punch-
ing far above its weight considering we are the smallest country in the Western 
Hemisphere. And there are few greater records and facts for us to consider than 
the state of our country’s economy.

 Our economy has seen remarkable growth over these past five years under the 
stewardship of Team Unity. Our economy is thriving. Prior to the COVID-19 
outbreak we had the strongest projected national growth rate in the Eastern Carib-
bean of 3.5% for 2020 according to the United Nations Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean.  The World Bank confirms that we have the highest 
GDP per capita in the Eastern Caribbean, which translates into more job opportu-
nities, higher standards of living and better public services due the success of our 
businesses contributing greater amounts to the public coffers.

 We also have the lowest ratio of debt to GDP in the Eastern Caribbean according 
to Eastern Caribbean Central Bank figures which has recognised us as the first 

country in the Eastern Caribbean Currency Union to achieve the 60% debt-to-
GDP benchmark. Quite a feat for our small islands. This means that as a country 
we spend less on paying back money, and interest on that money, that we owe and 
therefore have more to invest in our infrastructure, the education of our young 
people and the health of our needy.

 The real estate sector has contributed on average 18.3% to GDP from 2015-2018, 
driven in part by the Citizen by Investment programme’s real estate opportunities.  
This has enabled the government to invest more money into critical infrastructure 
such as the 71 million dollars upgrade of the Island’s Main Road, the most com-
prehensive road improvement project in the past 20 years. As we have  previously 
reported ,it will lead to  improvements of the road network, greater ease of travel 
and safety, and enhancements for pedestrian and vehicular traffic alike.

 Today (Friday) marks another significant day for many parts of the world: it is 
the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe Day (or VE Day) when the US, Britain 
and Russia formally accepted the surrender of Nazi Germany in the Second World 
War. Our own War Memorial in Basseterre reminds us of the sacrifice of our an-
cestors who fell in both World Wars. Their names, listed in perpetuity on the white 
obelisk, bear testament to their service.

 We are not living through a conventional war today and the literal sacrifices of 
our forebears in the wars of 1914-1918 and 1939-1945 cannot be compared to 
ours today. But we can nonetheless be proud of the way that the country has ral-
lied together for the common good at a time of difficulty and uncertainty. And it is 
our view that so long as we stick to the path we are on we will emerge united and 
stronger than ever. “Country Above Self” is our country’s motto. These are not 
mere words but a beacon for all citizens of St Kitts and Nevis. It has never shone 
more brightly.
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By Monique Washington

Meter reading and mailed 
bills for water consumers 
on Nevis has been sus-
pended for three months 
but customers are unsure 
if they see a reduction or 
a waiver of their bills. 

The outbreak of the 
COVID19 has caused the 
Nevis Water Department 
as well as many other 
businesses to reduce their 
working staff. 

General Manager of the 
NWD, Roger Hanley 
said, this past week that 
to minimize the impact 
of the COVID-19 virus 
they had to put some 

measures in place where-
by they will be operat-
ing under reduced hours 
from 8-12. He also an-
nounced the suspension 
of meter reading.

“We also suspended our 
meter reading exercise 
until further notice. Our 
billing system will es-
timate customers’ bills 
by historical data and 
records. We will not be 
sending out any bills 
just yet. But you can 
call the office to find out 
the amount or to report 
leaks,” he said.

Hanley said when meter 
reading commences and 
the meter reading and the 

estimation reading had 
been off, the bill will be 
adjusted.

Last month the Prime 
Minister  Dr. Timothy 
Harris announced that 

as part of the Economic 
Stimulus Package, water 
payment will be waived  
for consumption  from 

April to June for indi-
viduals who have been 
laid off or who have 

experienced  a reduction 
in earnings  as a conse-
quence of COVID-19. 

Last week  the General 
Manager of  Nevis 
Electricity Department 
Gilroy Pultie announced 
a 50 percent reduction in 
bills for customers that 
are directly affected by 
the virus. The Observer 
questioned Hanley as to 
a reduction on the water 
bills.

“That is currently be-
ing discussed. I would 
have heard some noti-
fication from the Prime 
Minister regarding that  

as it relates to agriculture 
farmers but currently it 
is being discussed,” he 
said.

Hanley took the time to 
applaud the efforts by 
customers that are pay-
ing their bills during this 
time. He noted  to others 
wanting to pay their bills 
that a “6 feet apart” line 
has been designated at 
the office in Charlestown 
for people paying their 
bills and wearing a mask 
is a must.

 “We want to thank the 
general public for show-
ing their support,” he 
said.

We will not be sending 
out any bills just yet. 
But you can call the 
office to find out the 

amount or to  
report leaks,” 

Water customers in Nevis bills to be estimate

No word on reduction of bill yet
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By Loshaun Dixon

Hadassah Cuffy of 
Basseterre High School 
will go down in history 
as the first winner of the 
CARICOM Competition 
Commission (CCC) 
Inaugural Regional 
Secondary School Essay 
Competition, which con-
cluded on 31st March 
2020.

Cuffy won the age 12 to 
15 category and walked 
away with a USD $1000 
purse.

The competition was 
a drive by the CCC to 
foster a competition and 
consumer culture in the 
region, from the ground 
up. ‘Students were chal-
lenged to think about the 
importance and benefits 
of competition and con-
sumer protection laws to 
the region,” a CCC state-
ment said.

The CCC received 
50 entries from stu-
dents across the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM).

They also commend-
ed the students in the 

CARICOM region for 
the high quality of es-
says received,” and for 
their creativity in the use 
of pictures and videos 
in some instances to ar-
ticulate their views on the 
benefits of competition 
and consumer protection 
laws.” 

There were two age cat-
egories for students: 12-
15 and 16-19.  They were 
asked to write on one of 
two topics “How does 
fair competition among 
businesses benefit me and 
my region?” and “How 
does consumer protection 
law benefit me and my 
Region?”

 In second place 
was Hadiah 
McBean (Guyana) 
St Joseph Secondary 
while Third place 
went to Hayley-Shai 
Kassie (Montserrat) 
Montserrat Secondary 
School.

 

in the 16 to 19 categories 
First place went to Jerome 
Samuels (Jamaica) 
of Jamaica College, 
second place Celeste 

Samuel (Trinidad 
and Tobago) ASJA Girls’ 
College San Fernando 
and third went to Simone 
Ann Cruz (Belize) Sacred 
Heart College.

The CCC hailed all the 
students who participated 
in the competition. “The 
quality was above and 
beyond expectation. The 
top 3 essays from both 
age categories will be 
published on the CCC’s 
website in May 2020 and 
the next top 5 in each 
category will also be 
published throughout the 
year, to not only show-
case the hard work of the 
students, but also for fu-
ture educational purposes 
of their colleagues,” an 
official said.

The United Nations 
Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) funded the 
competition and consum-
er videos used to sensitise 
students across the region 
and the sponsorship of the 
Caribbean Examinations 
Council (CXC) and 
Barbados Fair Trading 
Commission (BFTC). 

BHS student wins 
inaugural essay 

competition
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“I am very excited to be part of St Kitts & 
Nevis Patriots for a second season. I think 
that the team that is selected this year is 
going to be a very exciting one. I am very 

excited to be named as captain.

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Patriots will have new 

faces and a new captain 
in 2020 as they announce 
the retained West Indian 
players including long 

time starters Evin Lewis, 
Fabian Allen, Alzarri 
Joseph and Sheldon 
Cotrrell.

The list also includes sec-
ond year players Dominic 
Drakes and Riyad Emrit 
who will now lead the 
team as captain.

The Patriots also an-
nounced the retaining 
of former West Indies 
captain Dinesh Ramdin 
whom they traded for 
from the Trinbago 
Knightriders.

The Patriots did not re-
tain 2019 captain Carlos 
Brathwaite who had 
been with the franchise 
since its existence, nor 
did they retain St. Kitts’ 
Jeremiah Louis.

The team also changed 
from head coach Robin 
Singh to Simon Helmot 
who is a past winner of 
the CPL.

Speaking on his appoint-
ment as captain, Emrit 
said he was excited and 
looking forward to be-
ing named captain of the 

franchise.

“I am very excited to be 
part of St Kitts & Nevis 
Patriots for a second sea-

son. I think that the team 
that is selected this year is 
going to be a very excit-
ing one. I am very excited 
to be named as captain.

“It’s always an honour 
and a privilege to lead a 
franchise. Our new coach, 
Simon Helmot, knows 
the CPL and he knows 
how to win titles. He and 
I are going to work very 
hard to get the team to the 
finals.”

The CPL 2020 is sched-
uled to take place be-
tween August 19 to 
September 26 but the 
organisers are currently 
unsure and are watch-
ing the current situation 
relating to COVID-19 
closely and are liaising 
with medical advisors and 
governments.

“A decision on whether 
the tournament can pro-
ceed as planned, or at a 
different time, will be 
made as soon as pos-

sible,” the organisers said 
in a statement recently.

Pete Russel, the Chief 
Operations Officer, in a 
recent interview said they 
were looking at different 
permutations in terms 
of what could or could 
not happen but did not 
want to have to force a 
decision.

“I don’t think there’s any 
question that we’ll be 
able to play it. We’re only 
going to play if it’s safe 
to do so, but we’ve been 
approached by a lot of the 
countries who want it to 
happen. The reason [for 
that] is that it’s a big sport-
ing event, and it could act 
as a sign or a marker that 
the Caribbean is open for 
business again.”

New look Patriots in  
CPl 2020
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By Loshaun Dixon

Dr. Marissa Carty, Public 
Relations Officer of 
the Health Emergency 
Operations Centre has 
issued guidelines for 
people with disabilities 
to follow during the 

COVID-19 Pandemic.

Dr. Carty noted that 
while disability alone 
may not equate to a high-
er risk for being infected 
by COVID-19, people 
with disabilities are more 
likely to be  vulnerable to 

the impact due to low in-
come and insecure work 
and might be at higher 
risk of infection or se-
vere illness because of 
their underlying medical 
conditions.”

She said, “People with 

limited mobility or who 
cannot avoid coming into 
contact with others who 
may be infected, persons 
who have trouble under-
standing information or 
practicing preventative 
measures such as hand-
washing and social or 
physical distancing and 

persons who may not be 
able to adequately com-
municate symptoms of 
illness may be at an in-
creased risk.”

Dr. Carty gave advice 
noting beyond practic-
ing preventative actions, 
persons with disabilities 
should encourage their 
caregivers to practice 
certain tasks.

“One, ask your caregiver 
if they are experienc-
ing any symptoms of 
COVID-19 or if they 
have been in contact 
with someone who has 
COVID-19,  Two, en-
sure that your caregiver 
wash their hands when 
they enter your home 

before and after touching 
you, handling tissues or 
when changing linings or 
doing laundry and ensure 
that your caregiver cleans 
and disinfects frequently 
touched objects and 
surfaces such as coun-
tertops, tabletops, door 
knobs, equipment such 

as wheelchairs, walkers 
or canes as well as com-
munication boards or any 
other assistive device.” 

She also urged individu-
als with disabilities to 
plan and prepare during 
the pandemic in the event 
their caregiver is unable 
to tend to them.

“Plan what you would 
do if you or your care-
giver becomes ill. Create 
a contact list of family, 
friends, neighbors and lo-
cal service agencies that 
can provide support, plan 
at least two ways of com-
municating from home 
and work that can be used 
rapidly in an emergency. 

“Write down this infor-
mation and keep it with 
you and have enough 
household items and gro-
ceries to be comfortable 
staying at home for a few 
days or weeks, at least 
a 30 day supply of over 
the counter or prescrip-
tion medications and any 

medical equipment or 
supplies that you might 
need.” 

Dr Carty also urged care-
givers to take personal 
precaution in order to 
protect the people they 
look for.

 “If you live and or work 
with a person with a dis-
ability or if you assist, 
care for or serve persons 
with disabilities, please 
take the risk to their 
health seriously and be 
extra careful with your 
own precautions so you 
can remain healthy and 
able to help.”

Disability 
and  

COVID-19

“People with limited mobility or who cannot 
avoid coming into contact with others who 
may be infected, persons who have trouble 

understanding information or practicing 
preventative measures such as hand-

washing and social or physical distancing 
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G E O R G E T O W N , 
Guyana – The national re-
count of Guyana’s March 
2 general and regional 
elections got underway 
early Wednesday, after a 
two-hour delay.

According to the Public 
relations officer with 
the Guyana Elections 
Commission (GECOM), 
Yolanda Ward, the 
process, that is being 
streamed online, got off 
to a good start .

She told reporters that the 
late start was twofold and 

explained that the secu-
rity system in place is to 
ensure that every person 
who enters the centre 
goes through a detailed 
security check.

“It is heightened security 
here. We had a late start to 
ensure persons are prop-
erly screened.

She noted that further 
details will be provided 
later on what will be done 
to ensure an early start on 
Thursday.

The recount process 

was also delayed as the 
main opposition People’s 
Progressive Party (PPP) 
was unable to locate its 
the keys to the contain-
ers. Permission was later 
given to GECOM for the 
keys to be cut.

Another situation arose 
where there were two un-
known locks on the con-
tainers for Region Three, 
it was agreed that these 
would be pried open.

Ward also said the 
number of persons has 
been increased at some 

workstations due to the 
increase in party agents.

She also related that dur-
ing the opening of one 
of the containers, it was 
discovered that a ballot 
box containing votes for 
Region One was found to 
be filled with water.

Meanwhile, Diplomatic 
representatives of the 
American, British and 
Canadian governments 
and the European Union 
are urging a swift, cred-
ible and transparent 
recount.

In a joint statement, the 
Diplomats said they 
welcome the decision to 
commence the recount 
process as the results of 
the elections are long 
overdue.

According to the 
Diplomats, it is incum-
bent on all to do what 
they can to ensure the 
democratic choice of the 
people is heard and acted 
upon.

The diplomats also noted 

that full transparency of 
the recount is vital to en-
sure it is credible. They 
welcomed the role of the 
CARICOM in the re-
count process but noted 
that they regret that it 
has not been possible for 
a broader range of inter-
national observers to be 
present at the start of the 
process.

They have also welcomed 
the decision by GECOM 
to allow full audio stream-
ing of the recount.

Guyana March 2 Election recount Underway
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By Loshaun Dixon

The Prime minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis is warn-
ing the public against 
complacency as the 
Federation continues to 
see the rise in recovered 
cases from COVID-19 
and with no new cases 
confirmed in the past two 
weeks.

On Tuesday it was an-
nounced that three ac-
tive cases of COVID-19 

remain in St. Kitts and 
Nevis after the confirmed 
recovery cases jumped to 
12.

Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Hazel Laws made 

the announcement not-
ing three individuals re-
main in isolation. “This 
afternoon, I would like 

to confirm that we have 
12 confirmed cases who 

have recovered and 
to date, we have zero 
deaths.”

As of Wednesday, she 
said 322 have been sam-
pled, with 15 confirmed 
positive 305 confirmed 
negative and two results 
pending. Laws added 
that 56 are still quaran-
tined in a government 
facility while two are 
quarantined at home. To 
date 751 have been re-
leased from quarantine.

Dr. Harris told the 
Observer that successes 
achieved in managing 
the virus ought to make  
the people confident in 
the work of the local 
authorities.

“Our relative success in 
managing COVID-19 
should make us more 
confident as a people 
that we can achieve 

the highest standards 
of performance. As of 
Wednesday 6th May 
3:00pm we have no 
deaths, no admissions to 
hospitals and 80 percent 
of COVID-19 patients 
fully recovered.”

He warned the Federation 
to guard against compla-
cency as the risk of the 
virus is still a threat.

Speaking on a virtual fo-
rum Tuesday Dr. Harris 
warned that the fight 
was not over. “I want to 
remind us that although 
we have been managing 
relatively well and we are 
making significant strides 
forward, we cannot take 
our situation for granted. 
One mistake and the sec-
ond surge could be more 
deadly than the first.” 

He urged all to continue to 
take precautions against 
the virus. “We remind 
our people of the need for 
hand hygiene and clearly 
the use of soap and water 
is critically important, 
and of course alcohol-
based solutions would 
also help. We want to re-
mind people to show rel-
evant etiquette in relation 

to their cough and sneez-
ing and of course always 
show respect, concern 
and distance in relation to 
others.”

Dr Laws this week also 
hailed the work Health 
Emergency Operations 
Centre that was estab-
lished in March with a 
team of medical practi-
tioners and profession-
als from the Ministry of 
Health on March 24.

“The Health Emergency 
Operations Team meets 
daily. Today I would like 
to use this forum to thank 
each member for their 
individual and significant 
contribution to the fight 
against Coronavirus.”

She said the team was 
successful in contain-
ing the first wave of the 
COVID-19 cases but 
continue to work to keep 
the numbers as low as 
possible.

“On the ground we con-
tinue active surveillance 
for COVID-19 Disease 
cases and we continue 
aggressive tracing of con-
tacts of cases, this is our 
reasonable service.”

PM hails recoveries warns  
against complacency

“Our relative success in managing COVID-19 
should make us more confident as a peo-

ple that we can achieve the highest stand-
ards of performance. 
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St. Kitts tourism Hosts Virtual Happy Hour
Happy Hour Keeps St. Kitts Connected to UK travel trade

BASSETERRE (7th 
May, 2020): With the 
“Shelter in Place” order 
in the United Kingdom 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the St. Kitts 
Tourism Authority 
(SKTA) is combining 
our creativity and the 
virtual world, to connect 
with the travel trade, to 
keep brand St. Kitts alive 
in the travel market.

Today, May 7th 2020, 
the SKTA hosted its first 
virtual happy hour tuto-
rial.  UK travel agents 
actively learned how to 

mix Kittitian-themed 
cocktails using St. Kitts 
branded rum, while at the 
same time allowing the 
UK sales team to share 
destination facts.

This is just one compo-
nent of a multifaceted-
online campaign to keep 
St. Kitts on the minds 
of the travel trade, dur-
ing a time of heightened 
uncertainty. Particularly 
since travel agents are 
now working from 
home, and are interested 
in creative ways to build 
their knowledge of the 

destination during the 
lockdown period.

The virtual happy hour 
was hosted by Ian 
Burrell, who is a Global 
Rum Ambassador and 
popular UK mixolo-
gist. Burrell infused the 
history of Rum and St. 
Kitts while mixing the 
three Kittitian-inspired 
Cocktails:

The Kim Collins:  Burrell 
spoke about our living 
legend Kim Collins, 

who is the 2003 World 
Champion in the 100 
meters.

Basseterre Breeze: 
Introduction for travel 
agents to our quaint and 
historic capital town, 
Basseterre.

Ting With a Sting: An 
iconic St. Kitts cock-
tail, which speaks to the 
vibes of our beach bars, 
spectacular sunsets and 
soothing sounds of the 
Caribbean Sea.

Tourism will return to St. 

Kitts, and when it does, 
the destination will be 
ready to welcome the 
world. That is why the St. 
Kitts Tourism Authority 
has had to adapt with cre-
ative ideas to continue to 
promote the destination, 
to keep St. Kitts relevant 
in the UK Market. Three 
more virtual happy hour 
sessions are scheduled 
into the summer, includ-
ing a series of destina-
tion webinars for the UK 
travel trade.

About Ian Burrell

Ian has established 
himself as the world’s 
ONLY recognised 
Global Ambassador for 
the rum category. He 
leads masterclasses and 
seminars across 7 con-
tinents and his passion 
for rum and cocktails is 
infectious. He created 
the world’s first inter-
national Rum Festival 
(The UK RumFest) and 
has inspired the birth of 
run festivals around the 
world including Miami, 
Berlin, Mauritius and 
Hong Kong.
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“What it means essentially is that you can get 
relief on principle and on interest which means 
cash flow relief for the period of the deferral.

How loan 
deferral 

works 
By Loshaun Dixon

Governor of the Eastern 
Caribbean Central 
Bank (ECCB), Timothy 
Antoine has explained 
how the Loan deferral 
and moratorium for bank 
customers in the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency 
Union (ECCU) works.

All banks in the ECCU 
have agreed to adopt a 
collective approach to 
help address the econom-
ic and social consequenc-
es from the pandemic and 
announced a loan repay-
ment moratorium for an 
initial period of up to six 
months.

Governor Antoine said 
the ECCB has asked all 
banks to explain to cus-
tomers what a loan defer-
ral or moratorium means 
and to assist customers. 
He then gave a brief 
explanation of how the 
moratorium will work

“What it means essen-
tially is that you can get 
relief on principle and 
on interest which means 
cash flow relief for the 
period of the deferral. 
What it does not mean 
is that interest is waived. 

That is going to be the 
situation at all financial 
institutions.”

He said deferral means 
effectively one’s loan is 
going to get larger by the 
amount of interest ac-
crued and the length of 

the loan is going to be 
longer. 

“We’ve asked all banks to 
explain what that means 
so that people can evalu-
ate their options and de-
cide what best for them. 
There are those who still 
have some income but 
want to minimize the cost 
going forward and are 
paid to pay interest but 
want the principal relief. 
I have said to the banks 
work with your custom-
ers. If you have to change 
your systems manually 
do that to help them.”

Antoine explained banks 
will be unable to waive 
interest as it will affect 
their ability to continue 
other functions.

“Some may say why can’t 

the bank just waive the 
interest. I want to remind 
you that banks have your 
deposits and my deposits 
and are continuing to pay 
interest on those deposits. 
The banks do own those 
deposits they owe those 
deposits 

“It is not possible where 
banks are collecting less, 
still making certain pay-
ments, still extending 
credit to some custom-
ers to keep them going 
to expect them to waive 
the interest. If they were 
to do that, they would put 
your deposits at risk and 
we can’t afford for that to 
happen.”

He said the ECCB ad-
vised banks to waive the 
late payment fees, but the 
interest will accrue and 
would have to be paid 
later.

“If your loan was in ar-
rears and non-performing 
before banks may want to 
have a different conver-
sation with you and you 
would engage your bank 
and come up with an ap-
propriate settlement.”

Governor of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB),  
Timothy Antoine
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Countries of the Americas express 
broad support for IICA’s strategy in 

San Jose, 7 May 2020 
(IICA).  The Special 
Advisory Commission 
on Management Issues 
(SACMI), a special 
mechanism that advises 
the General Directorate 
of the Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA) 
and is comprised of 
nine member countries, 
expressed broad, unani-
mous support for the 
hemispheric agency’s 
strategy to overcome the 
challenges of the pandem-
ic. Among other things, 
the Institute is strengthen-
ing actions to support its 
member countries as well 
as implementing austerity 
and flexibility measures 
across all of its operations.

The Commission recog-
nized the improvements 
that IICA has proactively 
implemented in a short 
amount of time, high-
lighting the quantity 
and quality of technical 
cooperation actions car-
ried out. These efforts 
include meetings with the 
ministers and secretar-
ies of Agriculture of the 
Mesoamerican, Andean, 
Southern, Caribbean and 
Northern regions of the 
hemisphere, as well as 
dialogues carried out with 
the private sector and 
stakeholders involved in 
the primary production 
chains across the hemi-
sphere, within a context 
that poses challenges for 
the Institute’s resources.

“IICA received broad, 
unanimous support for its 
technical and managerial 
work during the current 
global health crisis. This 
makes it all the more nec-
essary for us to intensify 
our efforts to ensure that 
countries in the Americas 
are able to guarantee food 
security for their popu-
lations,” stated Manuel 
Otero, Director General 
of IICA, regarding the 
meeting.

“I am very pleased be-
cause we also agreed to 
spur IICA’s growth given 
the increased technical 
cooperation needs of 
countries in the Americas 
within the current context, 
in which we are demon-
strating our capacity to 
respond,” he added.

Delegations from the min-
istries and secretariats of 
Agriculture of Argentina, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Saint 
Lucia and the United 
States participated in the 
annual SACMI meeting, 
which, on this occasion, 
was held via videoconfer-
ence. Of the nine mem-
ber countries sitting on 
the Commission, six are 
permanent members and 
three are members se-
lected on a rotating basis.

The representatives 

agreed to exhaust all 
available means for 
strengthening IICA to 
overcome the financial 
challenges posed by the 
current pandemic.

During the meeting, the 
Director General of IICA 
called on the participants 
to revive the spirit with 
which IICA was founded 
as a specialized agency 
for agriculture and rural 
life in the Americas in 
1942, in the midst of the 
profound crisis caused by 
World War II.

“As we grapple with this 
new coronavirus pan-
demic, I urge us all to 
adopt a strong work ethic, 
and to exhaust all pos-
sible means for bolstering 
our technical coopera-
tion, for the benefit of all 
populations throughout 
the Americas,” stated 
Otero, as he underscored 
IICA’s role as a facilita-
tor and strategic “bridge” 
that listens, proposes in-
novative solutions, and 
takes action.

The Director General of 
IICA also reflected on 
the need to reposition ag-
riculture as a sector that 
will play a key role in the 
recovery of the global 
economy as well as in 
guaranteeing food secu-
rity both during and after 
the Covid-19 emergency.

Over the past 60 days, 
IICA has hosted six re-
gional meetings of min-
isters and secretaries of 
Agriculture of the hemi-
sphere as well as numer-
ous bilateral dialogues 
to improve assistance 
provided to the member 
countries. It also created 
advisory committees on 

food security and com-
munication, a food secu-
rity monitor and blog, a 
food vulnerability index, 
and technological tools 
to strengthen agricultural 
health, intraregional trade 
and online training in ag-
ricultural topics.

Together with renowned 

artists from the Americas, 
IICA also launched a 
campaign to pay tribute to 
agrifood chain workers, 
as well as channel greater 
political and social at-
tention to agriculture, an 
activity that is crucial for 
human life. 

During the meeting, the Director General of IICA, Manuel 
Otero, underscored IICA’s role as a facilitator and strategic 

“bridge” that listens, proposes innovative solutions, and takes 
action. He was accompanied by Deputy Director General 

Lloyd Day at the head table. 
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tHE  HOUSE  OF  tHE  lOrD  NEEDS  A  StIMUlUS  tHE  MOSt
We sound an alarm to-
day in these pages that 
the church militant in 
St. Kitts and Nevis has 
been hard some might 
even say the hardest hit 
by this pandemic.  We 
have it on good record 
that the country entered 
into virtual lockdown as 
early as March 22, 2020.  
Since then there have 
been a minimum total of 
seven (07) Sundays that 
no worship service as we 
know it could take place 
in the Federation’s nu-
merous denominations 
and places of worship.  
Factor in the various 
gospel teachings and 
happenings and ones 
recognizes even if he 
plays “blind Bartemeus” 
that the churches have 
been very hard hit by 
the pandemic and its 
rearguard consequences.  
May it please all of us 
if we reiterate and em-
phasise that the church 
through the Christian 
Council and Evangelical 
Association partnered 
with government in the 
fight against this mon-
strous pandemic 

WE are aware that the 
government announced 
a stimulus package 
towards the end of 
March in the sum of 
some $120,000,000.00.  
These initiative shave 
been splashed across 
the pages of newspapers 
with some aplomb.  We 
have perused these stim-
uli and are yet to find a 
specific one among the 
seventeen (17) such that 
specifically addresses 
the plight of the church 
in the Federation.  We 
note that the Chamber 
of Commerce like the 
church was a partner 
in the announcement 
and pronouncement.  
The Chamber however 
has been singled out 
for economic stimulus.  
The Church that is em-
powered and ordered 
to pray and pulpiteer 
for our people in these 
trying critical times is 
missing in action in this 
stimulus package.  We 
are not inclined to con-
clude that this deliber-
ate.  What we suggest 
may be the problem is 
that church leaders are 
afraid and apprehensive 

to insist that prayers and 
petitions come at a cost.  
The blessings of God 
may well be free but the 
beneficiaries must pay 
freight, insurance and 
brokerage.  We would 
have loved to be the 
proverbial “fly on the 
wall” when the meeting 
was held with church 
officials. 

 A fiortori the Hon. 
Prime minister let on 
that a delegation of 
ministers of the gospel 
volunteered to attend his 
office with the Minister 
of Ecclesiastical Affairs 
and Cabinet Secretary 
to pray for them.  This is 
a win- win situation for 
the government.  What 
in the interest of the gos-
pels  propogation may 
we ask has been to the 
benefit of the church and 
its struggles in this pan-
demic.  Did the church 
leaders not know that 
if members do not at-
tend church there will 
be literally no financial 
support for the men of 
the cloth to be paid for 
these turbulent months?  
We are reminded of the 

dictum that “the pas-
tor preaches for dread 
but he also preaches for 
bread.”.    It should not 
be argued and nobody 
needs to be vexed with 
members who do not 
find it convenient to 
send their offerings to 
their church.  Church is 
a cash and carry busi-
ness.  Members and fol-
lowers alike bring their 
offerings in anticipation 
of a worship service 
and the preached word.  
Churhes are like dance 
halls however unsa-
voury the comparison:  
If there is no band or mu-
sic playing nobody will 
pay the doorman.   We 
have not yet reached the 
plateau where ordinary 
people pay their tithes 
and offerings through 
credit card and wire 
transfers.  The fact is 
ordinary people have no 
such privileges.  Those 
who have these plastics 
are in King’s palaces.

We are left then with 
the scenario how-
ever embarrassing that 
church workers inclu-
sive of pastors have to 

be virtually scrunting 
without avail to get their 
expenses for the three 
(3) months from march 
2020 paid.  Meanwhile 
everybody expects 
the church leaders and 
workers to visit the sick 
and suffering; console 
the unemployed and laid 
off; pray for and feed 
the health and essential 
workers on hungry bel-
lies with their church 
and personal mortgag-
ees hanging out to dry.  
Remember the same 
members who have 
been left unemployed 
and laid off by this pan-
demic can il afford to 
meet their obligations to 
the church. We seem to 
be engaging in policies 
that seek to take the shirt 
off a naked man’s back.

How then is the good 
Lord to look down on 
our plight as a nation 
when his shepherds have 
been “put out to pas-
ture”.  In the premises 
and we send out a clar-
ion call for the churches 
in the Federation to 
benefit from the na-
tional largesse.  We 

believe that churches 
that have corporate gov-
ernance can be easily 
get their retrospective 
treasurers to submit to 
Government through 
whatever ministry their 
February salary and ba-
sic expense account and 
that said government 
through its obligation 
should seek to provide 
adequate sustenance to 
these “men of the cloth” 
to ensure that they cross 
the great divide created 
by this pandemic.  The 
word is still prominent 
and appropriate during 
the Schunamite Woman 
dealing with Elisha the 
prophet during the dark 
days when the last cruse 
of oil for herself and son 
was available.  Elisha 
said that she must fix a 
cake for the man of God 
first.  When that was 
done the barrel never 
ran out.  Quick! Quick!  
St.Kitts and Nevis fix 
the Lord’s Church and 
the windows of heaven 
will fall.  We are already 
laid.  Better late than 
never.  We should apolo-
gise.  TIME IS OF THE 
ESSENCE!  SELAH!             

Hastings R. Daniel                IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST
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Premier recommends that churches  
should reopen

By Monique Washington

The Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley has sug-
gested the doors of the 
churches re-open. This 
come almost six weeks 
after businesses, schools, 
hotels and churches were 
forced to close their doors 
due to the possible spread 
of COVID-19, 

Many churches on the 
island, during the lock-
down, had offered virtual 
church worshipping to its 
members. On Wednesday 
Premier Brantley said that 
reopening the churches 
is critical and a matter of 
priority.

“We have to think about 
reopening the island and 
we have been doing it 
incrementally. One of 

the institutions we need 
to reopen, in the context 
of them still practicing 
social distancing, is the 
church…. It is my recom-
mendation that happens 
and that it happens as a 
matter of priority,” he 
said. 

Brantley said, “The re-
opening of our churches is 
critical if we are, at some 
point, in God’s good time 
to declare victory and to 
declare restoration of nor-
malcy to our island. The 
reopening of our church-
es is critical. Going to 
church for us as a people 
is important. Especially 
as we know that God has 
been with us through this 
pandemic, it is important 
that the places of worship 
be reopened,” 

He said just like other 
businesses that were al-
lowed to reopen the 
churches would have to 
implement the proper 
protocol to keep its mem-
bers safe.

The Premier’s recom-
mendation comes on the 
heels of the recovery of all 
four COVID-19 patients 
on Nevis and therefore 
declaring Nevis COVID 
free.

Chairman of the National 
Emergency Operations 
Center Abdias Samuel 
in a recent interview said 
he had productive meet-
ings with the Christian 
Council and Evangelical 
Association with the main 
point of discussion the re-
opening of churches.                                                             
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NAtIONAl  
INtErVENtION 

tEAM WEll 
rECEIVED IN 

HISPANIC  
COMMUNItIES

Basseterre, St. Kitts, May 
06, 2020 (RSCNPF): 
The Head of the National 
Intervention Team, 
Inspector Rosemary Isles-
Joseph, disclosed that 
the group has been well-
received in the Hispanic 
communities visited so 
far.

The Team has been vis-
iting Spanish-speaking 
communities in St. Kitts 
to educate them on the se-
riousness of COVID-19 
and to sensitise the resi-
dents about the safety 
protocols that have been 
established. Inspector 
Isles-Joseph explained 
that the group, which 
is comprised of Police 
Officers, would visit ar-
eas with a large number 
of Hispanic residents, 
such as McKnight and 
Newtown, and go to in-
dividual homes to speak 
with the occupants. They 
would also share informa-
tion by using a loud hailer 
(megaphone) while walk-
ing through the area.

 “We are letting them 
know the seriousness of 
the disease, what they 
should do in terms of 
washing their hands, that 
they should maintain their 
six feet distances and also 

to make sure that they 
follow the law – no party-
ing. And once the curfew 
hours are on, they should 
not be out on the streets,” 
said the Inspector.

 She was pleased to 
note a member of her 
team, Officer Laddima 
McSheene, was trilingual. 
With his help, the infor-
mation given by the other 
Officers was translated so 
that persons who did not 
speak much English could 
understand. Additionally, 
informational leaf-
lets from the National 
Emergency Operating 
Centre (NEOC) were also 
distributed.

Inspector Isles-Joseph 
said that most persons 
were appreciative of the 
information and were 
complying with the regu-
lations that are in place.

“Those in McKnight, they 
were cooperative. They 
were wearing masks and 
they were saying that they 
have nowhere to go in 
terms of being out in the 
street, but then those from 
Newtown, they were more 

difficult because when we 
reached Newtown, they 
were congregating in 
large crowds… some of 
them understand what is 
going on and they really 
understand the serious-
ness of the virus so hope-
fully going forward, as 
we continue this, we will 
reach a more wider part 
of the population in terms 
of the Spanish-speakers.”

Officer McSheene ex-
pressed how happy he 
was to be a part of the 
initiative and to be able 
to use his skills to com-
municate such important 
information to others.

 “The Hispanic com-
munity was amazed that 
there was an Officer that 
could communicate with 
them and educate them 
about the coronavirus in 
their native tongue. So 
the response was better 
than I expected, not only 
in these communities, but 
the citizens of St. Kitts, 
they were also amazed 
that the Police Force 
now has somebody who 
can relate to the Spanish 
persons that live here so 
it was a very good expe-
rience and it is something 

that we definitely would 
want to do again.”

The initiative is expected 

to be an ongoing one 
throughout the time of 
the State of Emergency 
and the team is has plans 

to extend the exercise to 
include all communities.
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By Monique Washington

Can opening the doors of the churches now pose chal-
lenges as the COVID-19 State of Emergency begins 
to be loosened on Nevis.

The adoption of using social media platforms, radio 
and Zoom has been a major asset, allowing pastors and 
churches to spread the gospel during the COVID-19. 
But now Premier Mark Brantley is asking for church-
es to be allowed to reopen.

The Observer spoke with Reverend Moreland 
O. Williams of the Charlestown Methodist church 
who noted that churches can open provided the proto-
col is kept in place. He noted that with some congrega-
tions it would be easy to do.

 “In some of our congregations you can do that easily, 
keep a distance and so on when the congregation is not 
very large but bigger congregations it would be a chal-
lenge to space out people. I am not saying they should 

not reopen but it will be a challenge,” Williams said.

Williams said COVID-19 has inspired the church to 
look at ways of doing ministry, ways they would not 
have conceded if it was not for the virus.

“To keep the faith and adherence of the members alive 
we have been using much of the radio, television, 
Facebook and Zoom to broadcast our messages and 
conduct meetings necessary to facilitate the mission at 
this time. Things have been working out.,” 

He said the church continues to exercise its mission 
and ministry in the community.

“We have been keeping in touch with members that 
are hurting and the needy. We have used the telephone. 
We call, we text, we distribute packages of food. But it 
is something that we are accustomed to,” he said. 

He pointed out the urge for persons to return to church 
but they should do so with “good sense”

“I think some people want to get back to church but 
we have to use good sense.  I have heard of pastors 
that have died because they deliberately exposed 
themselves to the virus. We are not to be suborned,” 
he said.

Williams noted that the church has been able to re-
bound and now the church is now striving to dem-
onstrate its faith and trust and its prayerful attitude at 
such a moment.

“The COVID-19 event caused the church to review 
its theology. The way we exercise faith for example. 
Faith causes us to act with good sense, clearly there 
are those that think because we have faith, we don’t 
need to use our senses and exercise judgement.”

“Let us praise God not for the COVID 19 but for his 
mercy and his love and his goodness and the fact that 
he has not abandoned or left us,” he said.

Social media playing huge role in 
helping churches spread the gospel

Pastor- if churches open now it may be a challenge
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